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Legislative Matters Committee
discusses additions to law enforcement

] 0 : / By Jennifer Purcell

The Somerville City Council’s Legislative Mat-
ters Committee convened on September 19 to
discuss several of the significant changes that

have been proposed and requested for approval by

Mayor Ballantyne and the Somerville Police De-

partment. Many of the topics that were discussed
Funny now,

scary then

during the meeting could have quite an impact on
residents of Somerville.
Anti-Harassment Ordinance

The first topic of discussion was Order 23-0461,
an ordinance that would protect homeowners from
realtor and developer mail as well as harassment via

phone and email. The general consensus among the

councilors is that while enforcement might be a

The City Council’s Legislative Matters Committee recently examined issues related to law enforcement ) ]
and traffic violations. challenge, there is a solid legal  Continued on page 4

Ignite: A Global Street Food
and Fire Festival, Sept. 30

The Ignite Festival brings you an evening of inter-

page 9 national eats, fire throwers, roving entertainment,
and a raucous celebration of global culture to Union
Square, Saturday, September 30, from 6:00 to 10:00
p.m. (rain date: Sunday, October 1).

The festival will kick off with food demos featur-
ing the Arts Council’s Nibble Chefs — learn how

to make Salvadoran pupusas and Mexican Birria

tacos. All evening long Nibble chefs and slews of
local restaurants will be serving their food from
Brazilian Churrasco to Venezuelan Arepas to Jap-
anese Bento Bowls. And restaurants throughout
the square will be serving Ignite specials you won't

want to miss out on.

Another Fluff fest
come and gone
page 13

Throughout the evening there will be music and

dance performances, including Brazilian Sinha ca-

poeira, Haitian dance, Peruvian Continued on page 4  The Ignite Festival touches off this Saturday evening in Union Square.
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

Exchanging Notes Performance takes place at Somerville High
School, 81 Highland Ave.,, this Friday, September 29, 7:00 — 9:00
p.m. An evening showcasing the first of its kind cross-cultural ex-
change between Somerville artists and artists from the country
of Georgia. Join in for a celebration of songs and stories that fuse
Georgian and American themes, connect cultures, and enrich our
common humanity. Special guests will be the members of the choir
from Somerville High School. The event is free to the public.
Reminder: Green Line Union Branch service is suspended
through Thursday, October 12, to allow for MassDOT work on
the Route 28 Squires Bridge. Riders can use Routes 86, 91, and
CT2 between Union Square and East Somerville Station on the
Medford Branch. These routes also service Sullivan Square Station
on the Orange Line. Route 87 can also be used between Union
Square and Lechmere Station.
AAXXXXX A AL LA A A A AR AR AR A XA XXX XA A AAL

Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday to
Karen F. McWatters, who celebrates this week. We hope she has
a great birthday. Happy birthday to Sal DiDomenico, who is also
celebrating this week. A special happy birthday to Ena Johnson,
who will be celebrating on October 2. She has lived in Somerville
for 60+ years and we wish her the very best of birthdays. Happy
birthday to AnnMarie Carey-Browne. We hope she has a great

birthday. We wish all of our Facebook friends, Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of September 27 — October 3 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday

Partly Cloud 67°/49° 79 59 NE 9 mph
September 27 artly Loudy / & & mp
Thursday

Partly Cloud 66°/51° 159 99 ENE 9 mph
September 28 artly Loudy / o & mp
Friday Rain 64°/53° 40% 33Y% E 10 mph
September 29 ’ ’ P
Saturday .

R 66°/54° 439 359 E 11 mph

September 30 an / o & mp
Sunday . R 0 0
October 1 Rain 68°/55 32% 28% NE 11 mph
Monday Partly Cloudy ~ 72°/56° 22% 18% N 8 mph
October 2
Tuesday o /EQo 0 0

Partly Cloudy 72°/58 20% 16% NE 9 mph
October 3

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: For the love of all that’s Holy, can we please do
something about Highland Ave.?

Dave says:

Everyone on the City Council wants Highland paved (see City Council meeting, Sept 14). The
decision is with the Mayor, not the Council.

Mel says:
None of these words actually say anything of consequence, nor do they even provide real-world

examples to support the argument. You could even say the author doesn’t know jack(s).

Response to: The Dumpster at 371 Beacon Street

Moses says:

Thank you for writing this. I have many 311 requests which have been closed with no action
taken and no response. I think the city should have a policy that every 311 request gets a re-
sponse, even if the answer is “no”.

I tried to bring this up with the mayor at a community meeting. I waited in line to ask my
question, but by the time it was my turn everyone was yelling so much that I didn't get to speak.

Response to: No biz like old biz

Steve Keenan says:

Jimmy,

You brought back some great memories. I had many a fine meal and good time at the Paddock.
Jimmy Wakely(RIP)was a great guy and ran a fine establishment.

And Kemps was the home of the 15 cent hamburger. Victor’s in Ball Square was also outstanding
and Victor and his family were the nicest people. Those were great days in a great community!

Thanks for another great article.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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Life in th

This article first ap-
peared in the August
20, 2008, edition of
the paper.

Because of all the

positive feedback I
received on my first
St. Clements Elementary School column,
I pray that you enjoy this sequel of sorts
- especially Frank Sharpe and Gary Mur-
phy. Now remember, we are talking many,
many years ago and things have changed
a lot over there on Warner Street - St.
Clements School is a fine institution of
parochial learning.

Back then things were different, and we
had some very memorable and colorful
(actually, black and white) nuns. Their in-
fluences, memories and stories have stayed
with us throughout our lives. One of those
nuns was Sister Helene. I would also like
to say right up front, that Sister Helene
had to have loved the hundreds of students
who passed in and out of her classroom
because she taught for a long, long time. At
that time, however, we mistook her dedica-
tion for terror tactics. She had a very odd
way of showing her dedication to the fine
art of learning. Some of her favorite things
to call students were: “lazy lump’, “sneaky
piece” and “sawed-off runt”. When I would
stand next to tall guys like Mike Bonanno
and Teddy Bates, she would say something
charming, like: “look at the pint of peanuts
between the two elephants!” Sister He-
lene’s nickname for Teddy was “Animalis-
tic Bates.” She got confused at times and
called Phil Bradley “Bradshaw.” She once
called me Gerald La Point and got mad

Coelho Realty Group

Are You Sitting

On A Fortune?

Call Our Team at CRG To See
What Your Home Is Worth.

617-764-4342

The Spirit of America ®

by Jimmy Del Ponte

Funny now, scary then
St Clement’s: Part two

when I didn't answer her.

Everyone that had her as a teacher has
many choice Sister Helene stories. Most
of these former students can also do a de-
cent impression of her. Her facial expres-
sions and manner of speech were unique,
to say the least.

Sister Helene was good at imitation
too - I'll never forget the time she mim-
icked Lenny Provenzano’s unique style of
walking. She bounced up and down the
aisle and it was a riot. She would also em-
barrass the girls by nonchalantly (albeit
quite loudly) recommending deodorants
and soaps: “Jean Nate and Tussy are very
good products,” she would say. Yes another
“Helene-ism” - she would call you up af-
ter a test, look at the paper, smile and say:
“Very good (then the dreaded pause...) -
THIRD GRADE WORK!" We would
cowl and limp back to our desk. One of
the Sister’s favorite maneuvers was looking
at a student and sternly saying “STAND
UP!” and the minute you stood, she would
say: “SIT DOWN." She would drag this
cat and mouse torture out for at least half
a minute. I'm not sure, but I think she was
a drill sergeant in a former life. A classic
Sister Helene adage was “It’s a poor work-
man who blames his tools.” I still use that
one on my kids.

1967 was the year that I was in Sister
Helene's 8th grade class. For an assign-
ment, she told us to watch “The Music
Man” on TV over the weekend. She told
us to write a parody of the song“76 Trom-
bones” using our class as the subject mat-
ter. Dave Porzio and I came up with: “We
are the seniors of the grammar school, and

we will do our work faithfully. We will

699 Broadway Ave, Somerville, MA 02144

be proud and loud when we tell it to the
crowd, we have won St. Clements pride
again!” We had to perform it if front of the
class, but had to stand in the back because
we couldn't stop laughing. Thanks to Sis-
ter Helene, I wrote my first parody song,
and went on to make a living doing exactly
that on the radio for over 23 years.

She may have had a unique style of
teaching, which involved a bit of intimi-
dation and get in your face discipline, but
we know she cared about us (I think).
One of my classmates in “8A” was Gay-
le Fee, one of the Herald’s “Inside Track
Girls.” Sister Helene used to call her
“Miss Fee” Gayle has some great Sister
Helene recollections I'm sure.

After 8 years in St. Clements, I jumped
ship and went to the 9th grade at West-
ern Junior High School. My brother was
three years behind me and my sister was
one year in front of me. Sister Helene used
to say: “Thank God your parents have the
‘little one” (because Christine and I were
such disappointments, naturally).

I was being my usual “sneaky little
sawed-off runt” one day when Sister He-
lene went out of the classroom for a min-
ute. For some reason, I put my school bag
over Dave Porzio's head, three rows over.
Just as I did it, Sister Helene darted back

SR A

into the room and went into frenzy - she
danced around me singing: “I caught Del
Ponte, I caught Del Ponte.”

The one time I actually talked back to
her, I defended myself by saying that I was
sticking up for my rights — and she prompt-
ly reminded me “you have no rights in 8A”
No rights, but lots of great memories. She
used to tell me “butter would melt in your
mouth.” I still don't know what that meant.

One day Sister Helene judged a contest
to determine who did the best imitation
of her. It was between Mike Bonanno
and Teddy Bates - it was an official “He-
lene-off” and she was judging. The Sister
picked Mike as the winner. It was then
that I finally saw the genuine caring she
had for her students, but you had to dig
deep. We all had a good laugh, and it was a
highlight of the year.

When she bagged me jokingly giving
“slippery Charlie” the bird, she exclaimed:
“you can‘snap’ your fingers at The Western
(Junior High School).” I did, and I took
some laughs with me.

22 years after being in 8A, I got a clip-
ping from a newspaper article about me
that she had cut out and mailed to me.
With it was a note saying,“I am very proud
of you, James, and I'm sure your family is

also. God Bless you.”  Continued on page 11
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assessments.

expectations for ELA, and 41% met or exceeded expectations for science.

i 2023 MCAS scores show continued academic
recovery in Somerville Public Schools

Last week, the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) released the results of the 2023 statewide MCAS assessments. Across all par-
ticipating grade levels, Somerville Public Schools’ student scores remained relatively stable compared to 2022. Like most districts across the state, Somerville’s scores remain
lower than pre-pandemic test scores, though the district continues to show progress toward its targets and has seen incremental increases in Student Growth Percentiles on

2023 MCAS data shows that 39% of SPS students in grades 3-8 met or exceeded expectations in English Language Arts (ELA), and 33% of students met or exceeded expec-
tations in math. In grades 5 and 8, 36% of students met or exceeded expectations in science, and in grade 10, 37% met or exceeded expectations for math, 53% met or exceeded

“Unequivocally, we know that the pandemic had significant impacts on student achievement across the country. Data collected through annual assessments like MCAS is just
one tool we use to focus on supporting students’ diverse needs both academically and socially-emotionally, especially accounting for gaps in achievement presented by an un-
precedented shift in learning in 2020 and 2021,” said Superintendent of the Somerville Public Schools, Dr. Ruben Carmona.As a district we are thinking not only about how
we use summative data collected through MCAS, but are also utilizing new assessment tools through which we can monitor ongoing progress and adjust instructional and
curricular choices throughout the school year, we are continuing the roll out of a new Illustrative Mathematics curriculum in our elementary schools, and we are continuing
to implement innovative, high quality professional development opportunities, including the roll out of Common Planning Time for educators beginning next school year.”

The Somerville Public Schools’ commitment to educational excellence extends beyond the classroom. Wraparound services including access to quality out-of-school time,
enrichment programs and curriculum, athletics, and birth-to-graduation support services and resources all contribute to the critical needs of all of SPS students. Through
2019, investments in these areas and in rigorous core curriculum saw SPS among the highest performing urban districts in the Commonwealth for Student Growth Percentile.

Dr. Carmona added, “With our continued investments in all of these areas, I am extremely confident that we will continue to see progress in these assessments year over year.”

Legislative Matters Committee discusses additions to law enforcement

CONT. FROM PG 1

basis that would support the pro-
tection of homeowners. Chair
Lance Davis said that he will
reach out to the Chicago solici-
tor about how their ordinance is
working for them and how they
enforce it.
Trafhic Violations

There were two different topics
regarding traffic violations that
were discussed during the meet-
ing, both of them regarding tick-
eting and how the SPD should
approach it. They first discussed
Order 22-1449, which would al-
low the city of Somerville to mail
tickets for any type of traffic viola-
tion, including 311. Their biggest

concern is that many cyclists have
reported vehicles being parked in
bike lanes, making it unsafe for
them to ride in those areas. The
committee wishes to prioritize
the safety of those cyclists and
therefore decided that it would be
acceptable to pass this law.
Additionally, Chair
brought up the idea of automat-

Davis

ically capturing photos of license
plates belonging to those who vi-
olate traffic laws. In order to back
up this proposal, it was brought
to the councilors’ attention that
anyone who takes a photo on
their phone can edit it in whatev-
er way they see fit before submit-

Ignite: A Global Street Food

ting it to the police, potentially
tampering with important infor-
mation. As such actions could
heavily and negatively affect the
outcomes of the investigations,
this was marked as complete and
the committee will begin to work
with the police department to see
what can be done in order to pre-
vent this from happening.
Surveillance Technology Impact
Report

The Legislative Matters com-
mittee ended the session by dis-
cussing what proved to be the
most important subject on their
agenda. The SPD had previously
requested approval of the Surveil-

lance Technology Impact Report
for a GrayKey Digital Forensic
Analysis Tool, a device that would
aid them in speeding up investi-
gations for serious events. This
device would serve the following
purposes: identifying and prevent-
ing threats to individuals and their
properties, prosecuting criminals,
gathering evidence, and provid-
ing any necessary information to
emergency personnel. Lieutenant
Sean Sheechan, who submitted
the request, stressed that there
would be a room dedicated to the
technology that would only be
accessible to three individuals in

charge as several councilors wor-

ried about the potential issues
that could arise if this device were
to fall into the wrong hands.

The device itself is designed
to save lives by accessing iOS
and Android devices in order to
extract encrypted data in mere
hours. It would be used to hack
devices that the police believe
might belong to suspects, an idea
that Ward 2 Councilor J.T. Scott
was particularly concerned about.

It was ultimately decided that
the committee would hold off on
approving this request and would
instead conduct further research
before giving the police depart-

ment a definitive answer.

and Fire Festival, Sept. 30 conr momee

dance, a showcase of Latin dance
from Metamovements — and much
more. There will also be roving hu-
la-hoopers and buskers, interactive
activities, and light installations.
And to top things off, Boston Cir-
cus Guild will offer up a fiery per-
formance of flame throwing and
twitling — an incendiary act that
will light up Union Square.
About SAC:

The mission of the Somerville
Arts Council is to cultivate and

celebrate the creative expressions

of the Somerville community.
Through innovative collabora-
tions and quality programming,
we work to make the arts an in-
tegral part of life reflective of our
diverse city.

ABOUT Nibble:

A Somerville Arts Council initia-
tive that includes Nibble Kitch-
en restaurant (at Bow Market,
Union Square), market tours,
food festivals like Ignite, and the
Nibble Culinary Entrepreneur-
ship Program (NEP). NEP and

Nibble Kitchen provide a space
for entrepreneurs who are pre-
dominantly female and hail from
our diverse immigrant commu-
nities to test out restaurant con-
cepts in a low-risk environment
before launching independent
businesses. Nibble supports im-
migrant communities, celebrates
cultural exchange and spurs cul-
tural and economic development.
To learn more about the event
visit  somervilleartscouncil.org/
artsunion/2023/ignite.




SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

The SomervilleTimes

- The Somerville Y Partners with
Consigli, Stantec, and CSL build
the future together

The Somerville Y is proud to announce a partnership with the above-mentioned
companies to ensure the longstanding mission of the Somerville Y continues well
into the future as it has done for the past 156 years. These companies were chosen
not only for their well-known accomplishments in their respective fields but also
for their strong individual beliefs in giving back to the communities in which they
operate as well as reside.

The Somerville Y has been a cornerstone of the community for 156 years, provid-
ing transformative programs and services that nurture the potential of every indi-
vidual and promote a healthy spirit, mind, and body. With a commitment to social
responsibility and community development, the Somerville Y strives to create a
positive impact and empower individuals to reach their full potential.

The Somerville Y would like to extend heartfelt gratitude to Mayor Ballantyne and
the dedicated staff of the city of Somerville for their unwavering support. Along
with a special thank you to the members of the city council who have reached out
to the Y expressing their excitement and

support for this long-awaited endeavor. Their longstanding alliance with the Y has
been instrumental in making this project a reality, and the collaboration looks for-
ward to continuing this fruitful partnership for the next 100+ years.

The project will encompass the following key components, each designed to ad-
dress the pressing needs of the community:

New Y Facility: As part of this visionary project, a state-of-the-art Y facility will
be constructed.

This modern facility will serve as a thriving community hub, offering a wide range
of amenities and services for people of all ages and backgrounds. From health and
wellness programs to educational initiatives and recreational activities, the new Y
facility will foster a sense of wellbeing and belonging within the community.

Community Engagement: The Somerville YMCA is dedicated to creating mean-
ingful engagement opportunities that empower individuals and foster a strong
sense of community. Through various initiatives, the project aims to bring people
together, providing spaces and programs that encourage connection, collaboration,
and personal growth.

Affordable Housing: Recognizing the importance of safe and stable homes, the

Somerville Y is committed to preserving and expanding the  Continued on page 20
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Volume 48 - Report No. 38 September 18-22, 2023  Copyright © 2023 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. There were no roll calls

in the House or Senate last week.

This week’s report is on the latest fundraising and ex-
penditure numbers for the state’s 40 senators’ campaign
committees from the latest filing period of August 1,
2023 to August 31, 2023. It also includes how much
money each senator has on hand as of August 31, 2023.
The numbers are from the Massachusetts Office of
Campaign and Political Finance.

To get more information and details on any senator’s
fundraising and expenditures, go to www.ocpf.us Click
on “Filer listing” under “Browse candidates” and then type
the name of your senator in the box that says “Filter by
name” in the upper left-hand corner of the page.

MOST AMOUNT OF CASH ON HAND:
The senator with the most cash on hand is Sen. Mark Mon-
tigny (D-New Bedford) who currently has $787,702.35

in his campaign account.

Rounding out the top ten senators with the most cash
on hand are Sens. Michael Rodrigues (D-Westport)
$754,817.96; Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester) $459,883.21;
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) $347,117.88; Julian Cyr
(D-Truro) $231,304.78; James Eldridge (D-Marlbor-
ough) $210,334.29; William Brownsberger (D-Belmont)
$205,110.65; Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton) $202,580.87;
Michael Barrett (D-Lexington) $145,572.56; and Marc
Pacheco (D-Taunton) $144,815.87.

LEAST AMOUNT OF CASH ON HAND:

The senator with the least cash on hand is former Sen.
Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) whose campaign account cur-
rently has a balance of $0.

Rounding out the bottom ten senators with the least
cash on hand are Sens. Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence)
$41.15; Liz Miranda (D-Boston) $1,152.83; John Cro-
nin (D-Lunenburg) $2,530.57; Paul Feeney (D-Fox-
borough) $15,236.10; Robyn Kennedy (D-Worcester)
$15,693.29; Jacob Oliveira (D-Ludlow) $16,580.45;
Michael Brady (D-Brockton) $26,532.35; John Keenan
(D-Quincy) $31,315.43; and Michael Rush (D-West
Roxbury) $34,449.93.

RAISED THE MOST MONEY:
The senator who raised the most money is Sen. Michael

Rodrigues (D-Westport) who raised $51,632.99.

Rounding out the top ten senators who raised the most
money are Sens. Julian Cyr (D-Truro) $51,117.81; Susan
Moran (D-Falmouth) $14,610.96; Nick Collins (D-Bos-
ton) $8,236.70; John Velis (D-Westfield) $4,450.00;
Paul Mark (D-Becket) $2,894.71; Paul Feeney (D-Fox-

borough) $2,874.01; Cindy Friedman (D-Arlington)
$2,467.75; Rebecca Rausch (D-Needham) $2,176.32
and Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) $1,391.08.

RAISED THE LEAST MONEY:

There are seven senators who raised $0 each: Cynthia
Creem (D-Newton); Anne Gobi (D-Spencer); Adam
Gomez (D-Springfield); Edward Kennedy (D-Lowell);
Jacob Oliveira (D-Ludlow); Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton)
and Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence).

SPENT THE MOST MONEY:
The senator who spent the most money is Sen. Michael

Rodrigues (D-Westport) who spent $28,449.94.

Rounding out the top ten senators who spent the
most money are Sens. Karen Spilka (D-Ashland)
$22,144.30; Nick Collins (D-Boston) $11,140.85;
Julian Cyr (D-Truro) $7,965.65; Paul Mark (D-Beck-
et) $6,211.24; Lydia Edwards (D-Boston) $5,038.83;
Michael Barrett (D-Lexington) $3,850.20; Patrick
O'Connor (R-Weymouth) $3,468.58; James Eldridge
(D-Marlborough) $2,811.80; and Brendan Crighton
(D-Lynn) $2,769.22.

SPENT THE LEAST MONEY:
The senator who spent the least amount of money is Sen.
Edward Kennedy (D-Lowell) who spent $0.

Rounding out the top ten senators who spent the least
money are Sens. Michael Brady (D-Brockton) $60.00;
Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence) $97.74; Patricia Jehlen
(D-Somerville) $130.94; Cynthia Creem (D-Newton)
$135.08; Cindy Friedman (D-Arlington) $228.72; Adam
Gomez (D-Springfield) $376.30; Jacob Oliveira (D-Lud-
low) $442.44; John Keenan (D-Quincy) $457.00; and
Robyn Kennedy (D-Worcester) $633.12.

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AS OF AUGUST 31,
2023
Here is the total amount of cash your local senators have

on hand as of August 31, 2023.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen $44,200.73

TOTAL MONEY RAISED IN AUGUST 2023
Here is the total amount of money your local senators
raised in August 2023.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen $157.62

TOTAL MONEY SPENT IN AUGUST 2023
Here is the total amount of money your local senators
spent in August 2023.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen $130.94

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

HOUSE AND SENATE AGREE ON TAX RELIEF
PACKAGE - House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-Quin-
cy) and Senate President Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) an-
nounced in a press release that the House and Senate con-
ference committee has finalized a compromise version of a
tax relief package. The House and Senate months ago ap-
proved different tax relief packages. The Senate's package
would cost the state about $590 million annually, while
the House's would cost close to $1.1 billion. No details
were released about the new package. Mariano and Spilka
said they plan to have a vote on the package during the
week of September 25.

"In an effort to provide meaningful financial relief to the com-
monwealth's residents and businesses, we are thrilled to an-
nounce that an agreement has been reached in principle that
reconciles the differences between the House and Senate
tax relief packages,” said the statement.“We look forward to
filing and taking up the conference report next week, which
responsibly implements our shared goal of making Massa-
chusetts more affordable, equitable, and competitive.’

"As I've said from day one, tax relief is essential for mak-
ing Massachusetts more affordable, competitive and eq-
uitable,” responded Gov. Maura Healey. "I'm pleased that
the Legislature has taken this step and look forward to
delivering urgently needed tax relief to Massachusetts res-
idents and businesses."

The lack of details thus far has led to some criticism.“The
public is told that they've come to agreed terms, but they
haven't released any details and plan to vote on it next
week,” said Paul Craney, a spokesman for the Massachu-
setts Fiscal Alliance. “This process should be occurring
out in the open, not behind closed doors like it has for the
majority of the last two years. Unfortunately, the basic te-
nets of openness, transparency and good government are
anathema to Beacon Hill leaders.”

EQUITY IN EDUCATION - What can our business,
political and education leaders do differently to connect
Black and Latino students to pathways to careers that our
thriving life sciences, health, clean tech and other sectors
so urgently need to fill?

Join MASSterList, the State House News Service, and
the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education on
Tuesday, October 24th, for a policy event from 8:15 —
10:30 am at the MCLE New England — 10 Winter Place,
Boston (Downtown Crossing), (in-person only).

this FREE
eventbrite.com/e/equity-in-education-tick-

ets-7230110846172aff=BHRC.

Register  for event:  https://www.

Continued on page 12
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Somerville celebrates National Hispanic Heritage Month.

lllustrated by Jim Clar

a

Our View Of The Times

As a city that has historically embraced
peoples and cultures from all over the
world, Somerville is no less welcoming of
the Hispanic community in all its varied
and vibrant forms.

As such, Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, the
city's SomerViva: Office of Immigrant
Affairs, Department of Racial and Social
Justice, and the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil (SAC) are currently busy celebrating

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

National Hispanic Heritage month, now
through October 15.

A number of special events are sched-
uled throughout the course of the cele-
bration, including: Hispanic Heritage
Celebration, Saturday, October 14,
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. at the East Somerville
Community School. Hosted by the city’s
SomerViva: Office of Immigrant Affairs
and the Department of Racial and Social

Justice, the event was coordinated by a
working group of community volunteers
who interviewed residents to ask how
they wished to celebrate their heritage.
Other events include activities at
Somerville High School (SHS) LatinX
Student Union, the Las Chicas Artistas
all-Spanish-language exhibition at the
Somerville Arts Council's BIPOC pop-up
exhibition space, 191 Highland Ave., Suite

2A and don't miss the Artistas de Somer-
ville exhibit at The Inside Out Gallery at
the CVS window in Davis Square.

For dates and times of the above-men-
tioned events, go to: https://www.somer-
villema.gov/news/somerville-celebrat-
ing-national-hispanic-heritage-month or
https://www.thesomervilletimes.com/
archives/127150.

iViva la herencia hispana!

such as Joell Johns, Laureen Marie, Roy
Carreiro, Joseph Leblanc, Debbie Price
King, Linda Malone, Edward Barry,
Rick Gaetano and Terri Monsalve a very
happy birthday. We hope everyone has a
great day. To all the others we may have
missed, we sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.
dhkkkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhhhhkkkx

The Somerville 5K Road Race returns
for a 28th year on Saturday, September
30, in Davis Square. Staff, clients, sup-
porters, and local partners will come to-
gether once again to raise awareness and
support for our most underrepresented

neighbors. Help in the fight to end home-

lessness, hunger, and eviction? Whether
you want to run, jog, or walk alone or
with a team, your support will help is
needed to go the distance for our clients.
Learn more and register here: https://bit.
ly/Somerville5KRoadRace.
AXXXXXXXA LA AR AR AR AR AR A A XXX XXX AAKX

Stop by the East Branch Library, 115
Broadway and try your hand at capoeira
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 30, October 7, October 14,
and October 28. These classes will com-
bine the Brazilian art of capoeira with fit-
ness science to deliver a full body workout
that showcases the elegance of dance, the
power of martial arts, and the rhythms of

Brazilian music. No registration is required
for this event and it's open to all ages.
KEAIEAAAAAXAA X AR XA AR XA A XA A KRR XA A Xk
Somerville Prevention staff will host a
Narcan Distribution Event to distribute
free overdose prevention information and
harm reduction materials, including Nar-
can, Fentanyl test strips, CPR face shields,
and syringe disposal boxes. September
28, 11:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m., Statue Park,
College Ave. and Davis Square.
KEAIAAAAAXAA X AR XA AL A A XA X AR X AR X kA Xk
This year Cervend Barva Press cele-
brated 18 years of publishing in April.
Founded in 2005 by Gloria Mindock,

editor and publisher, the press has con-

tinued to grow every year. The press has
offered numerous events every year. This
year, the press is offering an exciting new
event. Cervend Barva Press Poetry and
Fiction Online Summit, Saturday, Sep-
tember 30, from 9:50 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
and Sunday, October 1, from 9:50 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Online access information will
be sent out prior to the summit. Present-
ers include award-winning authors with
years of publishing experience. Registra-
tion is $42 for both days. For registration,
descriptions of the events and bios, please
visit: http://www.cervenabarvapress.
com/index.html#PO ETRYFICTION-

SUMMIT. Continued on page 23
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Olio - (noun) A miscellaneous

mixture, hodgepodge #891

1. When is National of the cousin that

Coffee Day? comes to live with the
Brady family?

2. When is National

Chewing Gum Day? 8. What is the study
of beards known as?

3. What is the name

of the woman narra-
tor in Emily Bronte's

Wuthering Heights?

4, Who was the first
woman to break the
sound barrier?

5. Which common
bean is usually used
in the dish known as
succotash?

6. What is the only
apple native to North
America?

7. What is the name

9. Which Asian
country has the only
non-rectangular flag
in the world?

10. What type of skirt
became popular for
women in the 50's?

11. How old was
1950s acting legend
James Dean when he

passed away in 19552

12. Who sang Mr.
Sandman in 19542

Answers on page 11

-

A

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

nir|x|Z>0

The SomervilleTimes

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. There are 293 ways to make a change for a dollar.

2. The average person has four to six dreams a night.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THE 2000s

ACROSS
1. Interest in a venture

6. Hundredweight, acr.

9. Med. sch. requirement

13.__ thetail ___ the donkey

14. Duran Duran’s 1982 hit

15. All plants and animals

16. Part of an eye, pl.

17. Go for the bull's eye

18. Reduction/oxidation portmanteau
19. Best selling author of the 2000s

21. Billboard's music artist of the 2000s
23, Chicken

24. From a thrift store

king

25. Class-conscious grp.

28. Formerly, once

30. Marine mammal in famous Beatles' song
35. Fabled fliers

37. Jealous biblical brother
39. Averse

40."He's Just Not That _____
41. Acrylic fiber

43. Arabian chieftain

You" (2009)

44. Apartments, e.g.

46. Friendster or Facebook, e.g.
47.5,280 feet

48. Metal detector, e.g.

50. Goose egg

52. Cry of horror in comics

53. Made a basket

55. Frodo Baggins and Samwise Gamgee or
Nemo and Dory, e.g.

57. Name for 2000s

60. Popular social network of the 2000s
64. K-pop country

65. Woody creeper

67. Teletype machine, for short

68. Picture within a picture, e.g.
69."____ Smart" (2008)

70. Make a canyon, e.g.

71. Furniture wood

72. Utmost degree

73. Financing values

DOWN

1. Horse prod

2. Popular DVR device

3. All over again

4. Eucalyptus-eating marsupial

5. Store in a silo

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Gellular

© StatePoint Media

6. Mountain goat terrain
7. Xbox competitor
8. Libraryful

9. Dignified manner
10. "The Da Vinci
the 2000s

11. A-bomb particle
12. Levy

15. Like "something new" boutique

;' best selling book of

20. Beginning of sleeping disorder

22. Feline sound

24. Put to work

25. Toyota Hybrid introduced worldwide in
2000

26. 1,000 kilograms

27. Play a part (2 words)

29.2002-2004 zoonotic epidemic cause, act.
31. Rich soil

32. China grass

33. Handy

34, First ever recipient of Oscar for Best An-
imated Feature

36. Chronic drinkers

38. Post-it slip

42. Like #59 Down

45, Pink's 2008 hit (2 words)

49. Break down

51. Dismissal or ejection

54."Peace” with fingers

56."Madame Butterfly, e.g.

57. First rate (2 words)

58. Sky's Major one

59. Like Best Buy's Squad

60. Urban legend

61. Tons (2 words)

62. Relinquish, as in property

63. Jennifer Aniston and Brad Pitt, after 2005
64. American Girl ____
66. Doctor Dolittle, e.g.

Kittredge

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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USQ unveils new mural by local
artist at 10 Prospect Street

USQ proudly unveiled a public
art mural by local artist Sophy
Tuttle that weaves together his-
tory, art, and nature. The art-
work adds intrigue to the Ben-
nett Court facade of 10 Prospect
Street USQ'’s seven-story lab
building, located at the corner of
Prospect Street and Somerville
Avenue in Union Square.

titled

ration_’, portrays a river otter

The mural, “ Resto-
swimming in a body of water,
surrounded by native plants.
Spanning 15 feet by 30 feet, its
allure extends beyond aesthet-
ics, enriching the public realm
by paying homage to our natural
world as well as connecting back
to Union Square's legacy as a dy-
namic commercial center.

The design celebrates the
Miller's which
flowed through Union Square,

River, once
and serves as a reminder of the
neighborhood’s historical signif-
icance, providing water trans-
port to commercial and indus-
trial sites along its shores since
the colonial period. The otter
symbolizes the restoration of
the surrounding land and the
importance of supporting nature

in urban environments.

USQ collaborated with the
Somerville Arts Council, to cre-
ate and implement an open call
to the creative community to
submit interest in the project,
welcoming creators renowned
for their impactful public art in-
stallations. Three exceptional in-
dividuals emerged as standouts
from over a dozen interested
artists, earning their advance-
ment to the subsequent phase.
With this milestone, each artist
was granted a stipend to create
site-specific proposals based on
their concept.

The final selection process
yielded artist Sophy Tuttle's
compelling proposal. "I believe in
the unique power of public art to
ignite discussions and cultivate a
shared sense of community. By
infusing my interest in biology
and the future of science, I've
created a mural that speaks to
the occupants of the space and
captivates passersby. This mu-
ral is now part of Somerville's
vibrant outdoor art landscape,
while hopefully allowing the
viewer to find something new

each time," states Tuttle,

k| 1

The new public mural by Sophy Tuttle is on display at 10 Prospect Street.

Greg  Karczewski, Presi-
dent of US2, expressed his ex-
citement: "Enhancing Union
Square’s public realm and cele-
brating the local arts community
are important goals of the USQ
project. We are thrilled that
this process connected us with
Sophy Tuttle and we love the
result! Through Sophy’s talents
and vision, we've added another
layer to the public spaces in the
neighborhood — one that speaks

to critical connections to nature

and history of place while en-
livening spaces that support the
future of the square.”

Sophy Tuttle, an accomplished
artist, holds an MFA in Interdis-
ciplinary Art from the Hartford
Art School and a Certificate in
Graphic Design from the School
of the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston. With a BFA in Illus-
tration from the Rhode Island
School of Design, Tuttle brings
a unique blend of artistic excel-
lence and interdisciplinary ex-

— Photo courtesy of USQ

pertise. As the owner of Sophy
Tuttle Studios since 2008, she
has seamlessly navigated mural
painting, fine art, illustration,
graphic design, budgeting, book-
keeping, and social media. Her
civic engagement is exemplified
by her co-chair position in the
Medford Arts Council from
2021 to 2022, and her member-
ship from 2018 to 2022 show-
cases her dedication to art's role
in fostering community growth
and vibrancy. sophytuttle.com.

Dorothy/s Comer

Dosa N Curry

I recently had the opportunity to try a
restaurant that's been on my radar for
quite some time. I mean what are the
chances that I was hungry, I was driv-
ing by the area, and found a parking
spot right out front? It was meant to
be! Upon entering the restaurant, we
were promptly greeted and seated.

I immediately inhaled an array of
aromatics that filled the air all while
reading through the menu. There were
many dishes to choose from, and I was
having trouble choosing just one, but
lucky for me, they served Thali. Tha-

li is a meal served on a round platter

consisting of appetizers, naan, multiple
curries, and dessert. This is the perfect
vessel when you're having a hard time
trying to make a choice for sure. Thali
served during lunch hours only.

I really enjoyed all the curries, but
especially the paneer tikka masala. The
paneer had a soft texture, yet held up to
the slightly spicy sauce. I highly recom-
mend giving them a try if you haven't
already. For more information about
their menu, go to dosa-n-curry.com.
This vegetarian/vegan restaurant also
offers gluten free dishes.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddimar-
202002.wix.
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LEGAL NOTICES
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by 382 McGrath NT LLC to Steven A. Ross, Trustee of
QS Lending Trust, dated June 10, 2022 and recorded with the Middlesex
(Southern District) County Registry of Deeds in Book 80264 Page 140 of
which mortgage the undersigned is the present holder, and in which the
mortgaged premises consist of a certain parcel of land with the build-
ings and improvements thereon located in Somerville known as 382 Mc-
Grath Highway, Somerville, Massachusetts, for breach of the conditions
of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be
sold at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m. on the 17th day of October 2023, at
the mortgaged premises located at 382 McGrath Highway, Somerville,
Middlesex (Southern District) County, Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said mortgage.

To wit:

A certain parcel of land with the buildings thereon situated in Somer-
ville, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, being shown as Lot “A” on a
plan entitled, “Plan of Land in Somerville owned by the Estate of George
D. Haven,” Charles J. Elliot, Engineer and Surveyor, dated May 18, 1922,
recorded with Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds at the end of
Book 4685, being bounded and described as follows:

Northeasterly by Medford Street, now known as McGrath Highway, by
a line with a radius of 750 degrees, forty-seven and 18/100 (47.18) feet;
Northwesterly by Lot “B” on a said plan, eighty and 55/100 (80.55) feet;
Southwesterly by land now or formerly of Hopkins, fifty-two and 61/100
(52.61) feet; and

Southeasterly by land now or formerly of Francis, seventy-two and
58/100 (72.58) feet.

Containing 3,749 square feet of land according to said plan.

For title see Deed recorded with the Middlesex (Southern District)
County Registry of Deeds in Book 80264, Page 137.

Premises to be sold and conveyed subject to and with the benefit of all
rights, rights of way, restrictions, easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements, public assessments, any and all
unpaid condominium fees, taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and sewer
liens and any other municipal assessments or liens or existing encum-
brances of record which are in force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or encumbrances is made in the deed.
No representations express or implied are made with respect to any
matter concerning the premises, which will be sold “as-is".

TERMS OF SALE:

Twenty-Five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($25,000.00) shall be paid in
certified or bank cashier's check by the purchaser at the time and place
of said sale, and the balance of the purchase price shall be paid by
certified or bank cashier's check at the offices of Erik T. Potter, Esq.,
Potter MacLellan LLP, 113 Ripley Road, Cohasset, MA 02025 within thirty
(30) days from the date of sale. The successful bidder of the sale of the
premises shall be required to sign a Memorandum of Terms of Sale con-
taining the above terms at the Auction Sale. The Mortgagee reserves
the right to bid at sale, to reject any and all bids, to continue the sale
and to amend the terms of the sale by written or oral announcement
made before or during the foreclosure sale. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to a return of
the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee's attorney. The de-
scription of the premises contained in said mortgage shall control in the
event of an error in this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced at the time and place of sale.

Present Holder of Said Mortgage:

Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS Lending Trust - c¢/o Erik T. Potter, Esq.
Potter MacLellan, LLP

113 Ripley Road, Cohasset, MA 02025 — 617-257-7050

Dated: April ,2023

9/13/23, 9/20/23, 9/27/23 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING
& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE
MAYOR

THOMAS F. GALLIGANI, JR.
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a
public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, October 17, 2023 at
6:45pm on the following applications, in accordance with the Histor-
ic Districts Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, as
amended, and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. Il, Chap.
7, Sections 7-16 — 7-28.

Pursuant to Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2022, this meeting of the Historic
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation.
An audio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request
to historic@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VIgpt47fRTWZdrSnNwFTUw

Webinar ID: 858 7638 5108

TO CALLIN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING
COMPONENT

DETERMINATIONS OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE (STEP 1 IN THE DEM-
OLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP23-000024 — 97 Highland Avenue

Applicant: Somerville Young Men’s Christian Association

Owner: Same as Applicant

The Applicant seeks to demolish a building constructed a minimum of
75 years ago.

DETERMINATIONS OF PREFERABLY PRESERVED (STEP 2 IN THE DEM-
OLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP23-000025 — 101 Highland Avenue

Applicant: Somerville Young Men’s Christian Association

Owner: Same as Applicant

The Applicant seeks to demolish a building constructed a minimum of
75 years ago.

Case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases.
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda (post-
ed 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or email
historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be heard.
Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written comments due
to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one week prior
to the meeting date. Email histeric@somervillema.gov with inquiries.

9/27/23 The Somerville Times

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 0037 Main Somerville LLC to Steven A. Ross,
Trustee of QS Lending Trust, dated August 2, 2021 with the Middlesex
(Southern District) County Registry of Deeds in Book 78389 , Page 62
of which mortgage the undersigned is the present holder, and in which
the mortgaged premises consist of a certain parcel of land with the
buildings and improvements thereon located in Somerville known as 37
Main Street, Somerville, Massachusetts, for breach of the conditions
of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be
sold at Public Auction at 11:30 a.m. on the 17th day of October 2023,
at the mortgaged premises located at 37 Main Street, Somerville, Mid-
dlesex (Southern County, Massachusetts, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage.

To wit:

The land together with the improvements thereon, situated in Somer-
ville, Middlesex County, Massachusetts (“the premises”) shown as Lot
A on a plan (“the Plan”) entitled: “Plan of Land in Somerville, Mass.”
Dated July 20, 1965, made by Fred M. Gould, Surveyor, recorded Middle-
sex South District Registry of Deeds in Book 10934, Page 201.

For title see Deed recorded with the Essex County Registry of Deeds in
Book 78389, Page 59.

Premises to be sold and conveyed subject to and with the benefit of all
rights, rights of way, restrictions, easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements, public assessments, any and all
unpaid condominium fees, taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and sewer
liens and any other municipal assessments or liens or existing encum-
brances of record which are in force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or encumbrances is made in the deed.
No representations express or implied are made with respect to any
matter concerning the premises, which will be sold “as-is".

TERMS OF SALE:

Twenty-Five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($25,000.00) shall be paid in
certified or bank cashier's check by the purchaser at the time and place
of said sale, and the balance of the purchase price shall be paid by
certified or bank cashier's check at the offices of Erik T. Potter, Esq.,
Potter MacLellan LLP, 113 Ripley Road, Cohasset, MA 02025 within thirty
(30) days from the date of sale. The successful bidder of the sale of the
premises shall be required to sign a Memorandum of Terms of Sale con-
taining the above terms at the Auction Sale. The Mortgagee reserves
the right to bid at sale, to reject any and all bids, to continue the sale
and to amend the terms of the sale by written or oral announcement
made before or during the foreclosure sale. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to a return of
the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee's attorney. The de-
scription of the premises contained in said mortgage shall control in the
event of an error in this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced at the time and place of sale.

Present Holder of Said Mortgage:

Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS Lending Trust - ¢/o Erik T. Potter, Esq.
Potter MacLellan, LLP

113 Ripley Road, Cohasset, MA 02025 — 617-257-7050

Dated: April 5, 2023

9/13/23, 9/20/23, 9/27/23 The Somerville Times

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime Storage - Somerville located at 39R Medford
St., Somerville, MA 02143 intends to hold an auction to sell the goods
stored by the following tenants at the storage facility. The sale will oc-
cur as an online auction via www.storagetreasures.com on 10/11/2023

at 12:00PM. Unless stated otherwise the description of the contents are
household goods and furnishings. Teries Isckarus unit #0121; Atta Ah-
mad unit #348MZ. All property is being stored at the above self-storage
facility. This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Certain
terms and conditions apply. See manager for details.

9/20/23, 9/27/23 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PHONE: 857-488-5138

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB #24-22

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting
Services Department, invites sealed bids for:

Water Main Pipe Fittings

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at www.bidexpress.com,
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or from the PCS Depart-
ment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on
or after Wednesday, September 20, 2023. Sealed bids will be received at
the above office until: 2:00PM, Wednesday, October 4th, 2023. The Chief
Procurement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if,
in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be
served by so doing.

Please contact Sonia Castro at scastro@somervillema.gov for more
information.

Sonia Castro
Procurement Manager
617-625-6600 x3407

9/27/23 The Somerville Times
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

LEGAL NOTICE - Vehicle Sale 10/21/2023

Pro Tech Towing notice to owner. The following abandoned motor vehicle will be
privately sold unless claimed.

Car information VIN# Last registered owner Address
2008 Land Rover Range SALSK25438122117 Ali Zaiter 2258 Pawtucket Ave. East Providence RI
Rover Sport 02914

Date of Sale 10/21/2023. A 5-day notice to the Waltham Police Department Chief will be provided before sale.
Location: ProTech Towing, 205 Willow St. Waltham, MA, Phone: 781-894-5058

9/27/23 The Somerville Times

S.H.A. Job No. P-STOVE102023

The Somerville Housing Authority invites sealed bids from Vendors to
supply and deliver stoves to our Somerville, Massachusetts location/s,
in accordance with the documents prepared by the Somerville Housing
Authority Purchasing Department

Job No. P-STOVE102023
Description of Work:

Supply and deliver NEW Stoves as needed. Deliver to Somerville, MA
address.

Term of contract is 3 years or 1 year if alternate is chosen.

Sealed Bids will be received until 11:00 A.M., on October 12, 2023, and
publicly opened forthwith, at the Offices of the Somerville Housing Au-
thority, Somerville, MA 01245.

Bid and Contract Documents will be available for download on Somer-
ville Housing Authority’s web site www.sha-web.org, under our bid op-
portunities tab on September 27, 11:00 a.m. Updates and addendums
will be posted on website. Bidders are responsible for downloading
and including updates, and addendum\s with their bid. There will be no
charge for these documents.

Bids should be sent to Somerville Housing Authority, Purchasing De-
partment, Stove Bid, Attn. Anthony Crespo, 30 Memorial Road, Somer-
ville, MA 02145 no later than the time specified. A mail slot is provided if
you would like to drop off.

If you are submitting a bid, you must register with Anthony Crespo by
email at Tonyc@sha-web.org and provide contact information includ-
ing, telephone number, and email. You will receive a reply that your
email has been received. Bidders\Contractors are responsible for en-
suring that their email and bids are received.

All inquiries regarding this bid shall be directed to the Purchasing De-

POPLAR STREET PUMP STATION PROJECT: 10 POPLAR STREET,
SOMERVILLE, MA

$-07 50 MGD Storm Water Pump Station

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
REQUST FOR PROPOSALS
CONTRACTOR

City of Somerville and its OPM, PMA Consultants, LLC RFP for Contrac-
tor services procured in accordance with current MGL Chapter 30, §
39M for Public Works (Non-Building) Construction Contracts with Labor
over $50,000 inclusive of all amendments. Includes construction of the
50 MGD stormwater pump station, associated site utilities, landscaping
and site improvements. Project subject to Mass Prevailing Wage Laws.
A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
October, 11, 2023 at 2:00PM. Meet at PMA on-site trailer, 10 Poplar St.

RFP will be available on Wednesday, September 27, 2023. Project
to be electronically bid via www.projectdog.com, Projectdog Code/
Project #858105. Contractor RFP submissions will be due Wednesday,
November 8, 2023 at 2PM. Project contact: Clark McCormick, email:
cmccormick@pmaconsultants.com, Cell: 781-910-6571.

9/27/23 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual public
hearing on Wednesday, October 4, 2023, at 6:00pm through GoToWebinar.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting of the Zoning
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An audio
recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to plan-
ning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/'WN LSshGagNQ2-T7vQfA0SCHA
Webinar ID: 821 2260 7168

TO CALLIN
An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

118 College Ave Havurat Shalom Community Seminary, Inc., c/o
Meredith Porter, seeks an administrative appeal of
the Building Inspector’s issuance of a Certificate of
Occupancy, C023-000082.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at the
hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning & Zoning
Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143;
or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

9/20/23, 9/27/23 The Somerville Times

partment by email to Tonyc@sha-web.org.
From on page 8 ﬂi
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Answers

1. September 29 6. Crabapple
2. September 30 7. Cousin Oliver
3. Nelly Dean 8. Pogonology
(known formally as
Ellen Dean) 9. Nepal
4. Jacqueline Co- 10. Pencil
chran, 1953

11.24
5.Lima bean

12. The Chordettes
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI21P1685EA

CITATION ON PETITION FOR ORDER OF COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate of:
Anthony Donato Tempesta
Date of Death: 6/28/1988
A Petition for Order of Complete Settlement has been filed by
Daniel A. Tempesta of Tewksbury MA

requesting that the court enter a formal Decree of Complete Settlement
including the allowance of a final account, a determination of testacy
and heirs at law, the allowance of proposed distribution and other such
relief as may be requested in the Petition.

Witness, Hon. Maureen H Monks, First Justice of this Court.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the Petition from the Peti-
tioner or at the Court. You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
10/23/2023.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance and objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written appearance and objection
followed by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty (30) days of the
return date, action may be taken without further notice to you.

To advertise in
The Somerville
Times
call
Bobbie Toner:
857-488-5138

Funny now, scary then

CONT. FROM PG 3

Tara E. De Cristofaro

Date: September 25, 2023 Register of Probate

9/27/23 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

and it was signed by Sister Helene. It totally blew me away.
She terrified us then, but she also provided us with the
most memorable year of school ever.

Sister Helene is up there watching her former students
going about their lives, and is probably very proud of us
all. We all might just be a little stronger thanks to her. Ev-
eryone who ever had Sister Helene can sure tell some very
funny stories. Thank you, Sister Helene, from your favorite
sawed off runt.
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HEALEY BANS STATE AGENCIES FROM BUY-
ING SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BOTTLES - Gow.
Healey announced an executive order that, effective im-
mediately, will prohibit state agencies from buying sin-
gle-use plastic bottles. Healey noted that this historic
move will make the Bay State the first state in the nation
to implement this type of ban.

"We know that plastic waste and plastic production are
among the leading threats to our oceans, our climate and
environmental justice,” said Healey. “In government, we
have an obligation -- we also have an opportunity -- to
not only stop contributing to this damage, but to chart a
better path forward. In our coastal state, we know climate
change is our biggest threat. We also believe that taking
action is our greatest opportunity, an opportunity to se-

cure a safe, prosperous and sustainable future.”

“We applaud Gov. Healey’s announcement, which shifts
our state’s focus on plastics from recycling waste to re-
ducing waste,” said MASSPIRG Executive Director Janet
Domenitz. "While recycling is better than just throwing
things out, after several decades it's clear that we cannot
recycle our way out of the mess we are in. Recent studies
and reports show that it is next to impossible to recycle

plastic”

She continued, “Massachusetts sends to landfills or in-
cinerates almost six million tons of waste each year. Re-
ducing single-use plastics would reduce that waste and
the commonwealth’s new commitment to use fewer water
bottles is an important step towards zero waste in Mas-
sachusetts.”

HUNGER ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES (S 835) —
The Higher Education Committee held a hearing on leg-
islation that would create the Hunger-free Campus Grant
Program to provide funding to address food insecurity
among college students at the state’s public universities.

“Thirty-seven percent of public college students are food
insecure, with a disproportionate impact on Black, Lat-
in, LGBTQ students and student parents,” said sponsor
Sen. Joan Lovely (D-Salem). “However, only 20 percent
are enrolled in SNAP. The Hunger-Free Campus legisla-
tion creates a grant program to support college campuses
in taking steps toward ending food insecurity. Initiatives
funded through the grant program can include notifying
students about eligibility for federal food assistance like
SNAP or WIC and establishing on-campus EBT/SNAP
vendors or meal-sharing programs. No one should have to
choose between furthering their education and being able
to feed themselves or their families. By fighting hunger in-
security on our public college campuses we can remove
barriers to graduation for low-income students and help

them secure a brighter future.”

FREE COLLEGE EDUCATION (H 1265, S 823) -
Another bill heard by the Higher Education Committee
would make it the policy of the state to guarantee free pub-
lic higher education as a right for all residents, including
undocumented ones. The measure would create a grant

program to pay the equivalent of tuition and mandato-
ry fees to an eligible student at any Massachusetts public
college or university, or certificate, vocational or training
program at a public institution.

"I want to emphasize that making college free is critical
to strengthening our democracy, at a time when threats
nationwide to our democracy are at a peak,” said Senate
sponsor Sen. Jamie Eldridge (D-Marlborough). “Giving
young people the opportunity to build upon their roots
and experiences in the community they grew up, by go-
ing to college without financial insecurities, plays a critical
role in the development of young people as they become
active citizens and contribute to the world in a way that
makes the fabric of Massachusetts society stronger.”

“As a proud first-generation college student (I graduat-
ed from Umass Amherst in 2009), I want to ensure all
Massachusetts residents have access to public higher
education,” said House sponsor Rep. Natalie Higgins
(D-Leominster). “In Massachusetts, you're more likely to
take on student debt, and in higher amounts, if you attend
a public college/university rather than a private college/
university. Massachusetts cannot afford to wait to address
the affordability challenges of public higher education,
and this legislation will help to address many of the work-
force challenges we're facing, across education, healthcare

and human services.”

NONOPIOD PAIN RELIEF (H 1962) — The Mental
Health, Substance Use and Recovery Committee held a
hearing on legislation that would require the Department
of Public Health to develop and publish on its website an
educational pamphlet regarding the use of nonopioid al-
ternatives for the treatment of pain.

Provisions include requiring the pamphlet to include
information on available nonopioid alternatives; the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of nonopioid alternatives;
requiring health care practitioners to inform patients in
hospitals, emergency care departments and hospice care
for whom they intend to administer anesthesia involving
the use of an opioid drug, to inform the patient and/or
their representative, of nonopioid alternatives and their
advantages and disadvantages.

“Over the last two decades the use of opioids as a pain
medicine has resulted in unprecedented cases of addiction
and overdose,” said sponsor Rep. Jim Arciero (D-West-
ford). “In order to give an alternative to their direct use,
this legislation will offer information to patients about
potential non-opioid treatments for pain control. I believe
this legislation will provide individuals with greater choic-
es in making their personal medical decisions which can

impact their own future, their families and society.”

REQUIRE WARNING LABEL (H 1968) — Anoth-
er measure before the Mental Health, Substance Use and
Recovery Committee would require pharmacists filling
a written, electronic or oral prescription for an opiate to
affix to the container a label with a clear, concise warning

that the opiates dispensed can cause dependence, addic-

tion and overdose.

“Nearly 50 percent of opioid dependence originates with
prescribed opioid painkillers,” said sponsor Rep. Peter
Capano (D-Lynn). “While the state hasn't released final
numbers for overdose deaths in 2022, some of Massachu-
setts' biggest cities say they've seen an uptick in fatal over-
doses. Warning labels won't solve the opioid addiction
crisis but it is one tool mixed with other strategies that
would help combat this epidemic.”

MARIJUANA AND FIRST RESPONDERS (S 48)
— The Cannabis Policy Committee held a hearing on a
proposal that would require the Cannabis Control Com-
mission and the Executive Office of Public Safety and Se-
curity to study and report to the Legislature on the barri-
ers that first responders face about their legal right to use
cannabis.

"As we move away from cannabis prohibition, we should
ensure we do not hold on to pre-existing, bias-driven
bans,” said sponsor Sen. Julian Cyr (D-Truro). I filed ...
[the measure] to investigate the existing barriers to first
responders’ legal right to use cannabis a first responders
are asked to perform difficult jobs. The bill would also
explore the effectiveness of cannabis in treating anxiety,
depression, stress, PT'SD and other traumas.’

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“We respectfully urge the United States Congress to act
expeditiously to enact legislation relative to comprehen-
sive immigration reform and, in doing so, help resolve the
dual crises of a dysfunctional immigration system and a
rapidly devolving domestic workforce shortage” — From
a letter from 65 state legislators to President Joe Biden and
members of Congress.

“The commonwealth is committed to supporting health
care providers who deliver health care services that meet
the needs of high-risk communities and populations
where they are. Not only do these community health
centers provide critical care to families and individuals
that would otherwise have limited access to services, but
these climate resilience projects also reflect the communi-
ty health canters’ commitment to healthy communities.”
— Health and Human Services Secretary Kate Walsh an-
nouncing $20 million in grants awarded to community health
centers to support capital projects that address the intersection
between climate change and a person’s health.

“We are in the middle of a crisis in both health disparities
and health care workforce retention. We can't effective-
ly address either of these crises without specific, current
data to inform actionable policy decisions.” — Dr. Ellana
Stinson, New England Medical Association President testi-
fying in support of legislation to address physician diversity
and health disparities by mandating that licensed healthcare
facilities collect and submit demographic data on physicians
and physicians-in-training to the state.

“The funding provided through the Continued on page 19
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Somerville holds 18th annual ‘'What the Fluff?’ festival

This past Sunday, Somerville residents gathered in Union Square to celebrate the existence of Marshmallow Fluff. Various vendors attended to sell their food and

fluff-related art, alongside a variety of equally exciting Fluff-related games. — Text/photos by Jennifer Purcell

(78
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Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled-it doesn't
matter! Get free towing
and same day cash!
NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-866-258-6720

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP LLCTimeshare
Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational
package and learn how
to get rid of your time-
share! Free Consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 855-428-
7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The
water is safe, and the
dining is fantastic. Walk
out to the beach. 3-Bed-
room weeks available.
Sleeps 8. Email: carolac-
tion@aol.com for more
information.

FOR SALE

TIMESHARES SOME-
TIMES GET A BAD
RAP.You won't want to
trade this one. Orange
Lake, Florida, Weeks 8
& 9 (February-Some-
times school vacation).
One floor, full kitchen,
laundry, 2 bed/2 bath.
Purchase for $19,000.
Rental program for
when you can't go.
Enjoy restaurants, golf
course, water park,
more. Call 978.371.2442
or email carol@actio-

nunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espanol

Dental Insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real
in-surance - not a dis-
count plan. Get your
free dental info kit!
1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads
#6258

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Viagra stop overpaying!
Generic Viagra or Cial-
is 70 tablets - only $99
shipping included! US-
AServicesOnline.com
call now 888-203-0881

MISCELLANEOUS

CARING FOR AN AGING
LOVED ONE? Wonder-
ing about options like
senior-living communi-
ties and in-home care?
Caring.com's Family
Advisors are here to
help take the guess-
work out of senior care
for you and your fam-
ily. Call for your FREE,
no-obligation consulta-
tion:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet, $19.99/

mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE
$100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL De-
vices. Call today! 1-833-
800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For

190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some
Restrictions Apply. Pro-
mo Expires 01/31/2024.
1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-
723-0883

FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that
qualify. Government
program for recipients
of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Hous-
ing Assistance, WIC, Vet-
erans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free
shipping and handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-877-559-8698

HUGHESNET SATEL-
LITE INTERNET Finally,
no hard data limits!

Call Today for speeds

up to 25mbps as low

as $59.99/mo! $75 gift
card, terms apply. 1-877-

459-1615

SWITCH AND SAVE UP
TO $250/YEAR on your
talk, text and data. No
contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data
plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer
service. Limited time
offer: get 50% off on
any new account. Use
code GIFT50. For more
information, call 1-866-
926-5071

Prepare for power
outages today with a
GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Down +
Low Monthly Pmt Re-
quest a free Quote. Call
before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protec-tion. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call
1-833-610-1936

Become a published
author. We want to read
your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since
1920. Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion &
distribution. Call for free
author’s guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

DISHTV $64.99 For

190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some re-

strictions apply. Promo
Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-
479-1516

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our
free shower package &
$1600 off - limited time!
Fi-nancing available.
1-855-417-1306

Reader Advisory: The
National Trade Associ-
ation we belong to has
purchased the above
classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their
service or product is
advised by this publica-
tion. In order to avoid
misunderstandings,
some advertisers do
not offer employment
but rather sup-ply the
readers with manuals,
directories and other
materials designed to
help their clients es-ta-
blish mail order selling
and other businesses at
home. Under NO cir-
cumstance should you
send any money in ad-
vance or give the client
your checking, license
ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guar-
antee loans regardless
of credit and note that if
a credit repair company
does business only over
the phone it is illegal to
request any money be-
fore delivering its ser-
vice. All funds are based
in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may
not reach Canada.
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BLUE: The Celebration of a Color

A Community Curator exhibition curated by Martha Friend

The color blue has existed for millennia, influencing great works of art as well as ordinary, but
treasured, household objects. It carries many associations including calm, sadness, royalty, and
peace. Even the many different words for the color blue evoke emotions—turquoise, indigo, ceru-
lean, periwinkle, cobalt, aquamarine. It lives in our world all around us in the blue sky and ocean

waves.

Martha Friend, local curator and collector of all things blue, fell in love with the color early on
in her life. As a result, she’s spent years building “Sapphire City,” an art installation outside her
home on Highland Avenue in Somerville, which many in the area would recognize as an unofhcial
community landmark. Her work has garnered media attention and her vision for this exhibition
is translated through artworks by local artists, installations of found objects, music, and creative
workshops. Friend invites visitors to explore the many different meanings and uses of blue and

leave with a newfound appreciation for the color’s history and influence on art and culture.
Could blue be everyone's favorite color? What does blue mean to you?

Funded [in part] by an American Rescue Plan Act grant from the City of Somerville.
September 21 — December 2, hours: www.somervillemuseum.org
Somerville Museum, One Westwood Road, Somerville, MA 02143.

~

Fall 2023 Schedule Announced for City Hall Community
Meetings Series With Somerville Mayor and Councilors
Meetings for All Seven Wards Will Be Held Throughout October and In Early November

Community members are invited to join Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the City Council at the fall 2023 City Hall Community Meetings. These meetings are held twice a
year in each of Somerville’s seven wards to share the latest City and neighborhood updates with community members. They are an opportunity to get an overview of the latest
City news, learn more about City programs and initiatives, meet your neighbors, find ways to get involved, and talk with elected officials and City staff. In-person meetings
start with a social half-hour with pizza and kid-friendly, healthy snacks. This is an opportunity to chat one-on-one with elected officials including the Mayor and your Ward
City Councilor or At-Large City Councilors, as well as staff, about issues important to you. The meeting then includes presentations by the Mayor and staff on projects in
your neighborhood, updates on citywide initiatives, and a look at neighborhood crime stats. Then we will have roughly 20-minutes of open Q&A. All Ward meetings will be
held in person, and there will also be one all-virtual, all-ward meeting which will be held on Zoom and will be accessible online or by phone.

Fall 2023 Community Meeting Schedule

Meetings run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., with refreshments and meet-and-greets starting at 6:00 p.m. Unsure about which ward you live in? Find out with the MySomerville ad-
dress lookup tool at somervillema.gov/mysomerville.

+ Ward 7 (West Somerville, Teele Sq., and more): Tues., October 3, West Somerville Neighborhood School Cafeteria, 177 Powder House Blvd.

+ Ward 6 (Greater Davis Sq. neighborhood and more): Thurs., October 5, Somerville Community Baptist Church, 31 College Ave.

+ Ward 4 (Winter Hill, Ten Hills, and more): Tues., October 10, Healey School Cafeteria, 5 Meacham St.

+ Ward 1 (East Somerville, Assembly Sq., and more): Weds., October 18, East Somerville Community School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

+ Ward 5 (Magoun Sq., NE Ball Sq., Cedar & Lowell St. areas, NW Porter Sq., and more): Thurs., October 19, Kennedy School Cafeteria, 5 Cherry St.

+ Ward 3 (N. Union Sq., Prospect Hill, Spring Hill, Central Hill, and more): Mon., October 23, Somerville High School Cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave.

+ Ward 2 (S. Union Sq., Perry and Lincoln Park neighborhoods, Beacon St. area, and more): Weds., October 25, Argenziano School Cafeteria, 290 Washington St.

+ All-Ward Meeting in Portuguese: Thurs., October 26, East Somerville Community School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St. This meeting will also be livestreamed on the City of
Somerville YouTube page, and shared on Portuguese language Facebook page fb.com/SomervilleCidade.

+ All-Ward Meeting in Spanish: Weds., November 1, East Somerville Community School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St. This meeting will also be livestreamed on the City of
Somerville YouTube page, and shared on the Spanish language Facebook page fb.com/SomervilleCiudad.

+ All-Ward Virtual Meeting: Thurs., November 2, on Zoom with interpretation into Spanish and Portuguese, as well as other languages by request. You may join online or

call in on any phone.

For sign-in information, please visit somervillema.gov/communitymeetings or call 311 at 617-666-3311. All meetings will be recorded by the City’s GovIV team. Watch
them on-demand with optional closed-captioning (select the CC icon) on YouTube.com/SomervilleCityTV. Or watch on cable TV at GovI'V Comcast Ch. 22 and
GovTV Astound (RCN) Ch. 13 & 613. Videos will be posted online at the conclusion of all meetings. Interpretation into your language is available for all meetings upon
advance request by contacting the SomerViva Office of Immigrant Affairs at somerviva@somervillema.gov or calling 311 at 617-666-3311. Interpretation availability
is also being advertised in Spanish, Portuguese, Haitian Kreyol, Nepali, Mandarin, and Cantonese. For more information about the Community Meetings and to
attend virtually, visit somervillema.gov/communitymeetings. Please contact Victoria MacGregor with any questions at vmacgregor@somervillema.gov
or 617-625-6600 x2620.
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GovTV - Xfinity 22/Astound 13/613

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
6:30 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV

7:30 AM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

8:35 AM  Junction Park Groundbreaking
8:45 AM SPD Ride Along
9:00 AM SomerViva an Kreyol
9:30 AM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

10:00 AM Senior Picnic 2023
10:30 AM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

11:00 AM City Council Meeting 9-14-23
2:00 PM  Somerville Homeless Coalition
Tour & Ribbon Cutting

3:00 PM Spanish All Ward Spring
Community Meeting

5:00 PMCivilian Oversight Listening Session
8-3-23

6:00 PM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards
7:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol
8:00 PM Senior Picnic 2023
8:15PM  Junction Park Groundbreaking
8:30 PM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

9:00 PM  City Council Meeting 9-14-23

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

12:00 AM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23
1:02 AM  Spring Hill Walking Tour 2023

7:00 AMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
#2

7:30 AM Civilian Oversight Listening
Session 8-3-23

8:10 AM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

8:30 AM SomerViva an Kreyol
9:00 AM  Somerville Homeless Coalition

Tour & Ribbon Cutting

10:00 AM  Finance Committee Meeting
9-12-23

11:10 AM  Junction Park Groundbreaking
11:30 AM  City Council Meeting 9-14-23
2:30 PM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

3:00 PM Ward 4 Spring Community
Meeting 5-16-23

7:00 PM City Council Meeting - LIVE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

12:00 AM Senior Picnic 2023
12:30 AM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

2:00 AM  Somerville Museum: Sanctuary
City

7:00 AMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
#2

7:30 AM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

8:00 AM India Independence Day Flag
Raising 8-5-23

8:30 AM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

9:00 AM USTDA Visits Somerville

10:15 AMCOHR and SPD: Discussion Panel

11:30 AM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

12:00 PM Ward 2 Spring Community
Meeting 5-15-23

2:10 PM  Junction Park Groundbreaking
2:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting
9-12-23

4:00 PM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

4:30 PM USTDA Visits Somerville
6:00 PM Senior Picnic 2023
6:15 PM SPD Ride Along
6:30 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

7:35 PM India Independence Day Flag
Raising 8-5-23

8:00 PMCivilian Oversight Listening Session
8-3-23

9:00 PM Community Path Extension
Ribbon-Cutting

10:00 PMCOHR and SPD: Discussion Panel
11:30 PM  City Council Spotlight: Lance
Davis

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

12:00 AM Somerville Homeless Coalition
Tour & Ribbon Cutting

1:00 AM USTDA Visits Somerville
2:15 AM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards
7:00 AMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
#1

7:30 AM Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
8:00 AM Civilian Oversight Listening
Session 8-3-23

8:40 AM SPD Ride Along
9:00 AM ArtBeat 2023
9:30 AM SomerViva an Kreyol
10:00 AM Spanish All Ward Spring
Community Meeting

12:00 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

1:02 PM Finance Committee Meeting

9-12-23

2:30 PM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

3:00 PM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards

4:30 PMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
#2

5:00 PM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

5:30 PM Ward 4 Spring Community
Meeting 5-16-23

7:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol
8:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em

Portugues

9:30 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

10:32 PM Senior Picnic 2023
11:00 PM Civilian Oversight Listening

Session 8-3-23

11:40 PM Junction Park Groundbreaking
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1

12:00 AM City Council Meeting 9-28-23
7:00 AMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
#2

7:30 AM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

8:35 AM Senior Picnic 2023
9:00 AM SomerViva an Kreyol
9:30 AM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

10:00 AM USTDA Visits Somerville
11:15 AM ArtBeat 2023
11:35 AM Senior Picnic 2023

12:00 PM City Council Meeting 9-28-23
4:00 PMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
#1

4:30 PM  Public Safety For All InfoSeries
Session 1
5:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting
9-12-23

6:15 PMCivilian Oversight Listening Session
8-3-23

7:00 PM SomerViva an Kreyol
7:30 PM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

8:00 PM  City Council Meeting 9-28-23

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2

12:00 AM Senior Picnic 2023
12:15 AMCOHR and SPD: Discussion Panel
1:30 AM SomerViva an Kreyol
2:00 AM Union Sq. Walking Tour
6:30 AMFit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan
7:00 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV

8:00 AM  Somerville Homeless Coalition
Tour & Ribbon Cutting
9:00 AM Driver's License Info Session em

Portugues

10:30 AM City Council Spotlight Ben
Ewen-Campen

11:00 AM SomerViva an Kreyol

11:30 AM City Council Meeting 9-28-23

3:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol
4:00 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

5:02 PM ArtBeat 2023
5:30 PM City Council Spotlight Ben

Ewen-Campen

7:00 PMSchool Committee Meeting - LIVE
10:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3

12:00 AM Somerville Homeless Coalition
Tour & Ribbon Cutting

1:00 AM An Afternoon with General and
Mrs. Washington

7:00 AM  Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Il

8:00 AM Civilian Oversight Listening
Session 8-3-23
8:40 AM  Junction Park Groundbreaking

9:00 AM An Afternoon with General and
Mrs. Washington

10:31 AM Somerville Museum: Sanctuary
City

11:30 AM  City Council Spotlight: Lance
Davis

12:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em

Portugues

1:30 PM USTDA Visits Somerville
2:45 PM Sept. 11th  Remembrance
Ceremony 2023

3:00 PM Spanish All Ward Spring

Community Meeting

5:00 PM  Somerville Homeless Coalition
Tour & Ribbon Cutting

6:00 PM Community Path Extension
Ribbon-Cutting

7:00 PM An Afternoon with General and
Mrs. Washington

8:31 PM School Committee Meeting
10-2-23

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4

12:00 AM Senior Picnic 2023

12:15 AMCOHR and SPD: Discussion Panel
1:30 AM Ward 1 Spring Community
Meeting 5-9-23

EATV - Xfinity 15/Astound 15/ 614

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

8:00 AM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23
9:02 AM SHS Volleyball vs Revere

11:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical

1:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
2:30 PM  Junction Park Groundbreaking
3:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical

5:00 PMEI Sistema Somerville June Concert

6:00 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

7:02 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
9:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
11:00 PM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

12:30 AM Junction Park Groundbreaking
1:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
3:00 AMEI Sistema Somerville June Concert
8:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
10:00 AM SHS Jazz Ensemble Concert
11:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
1:00 PM SHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English

3:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
4:30 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

6:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
8:00 PM SHS Jazz Ensemble Concert
9:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical

11:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

12:30 AM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
2:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
8:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
10:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
12:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English

2:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
4:00 PM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Lynn Class
6:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
8:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere

10:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

12:00 AM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
2:00 AM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Lynn Class

3:30 AM SHS Jazz Ensemble Concert
8:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
10:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Revere

12:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English

2:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
4:00 PM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Lynn Class
6:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett

8:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
10:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1

12:00 AMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
1:30 AM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
3:00 AM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Lynn Class
8:00 AM SHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English

10:00 AM SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett
12:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
2:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
4:00 PM SHS Jazz Ensemble Concert
5:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford

7:00 PM SHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
9:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett
11:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2

1:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
3:00 AM SHS Jazz Ensemble Concert
4:00 AM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
8:00 AM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

9:02 AM SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett

11:00 AMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
1:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical

3:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
5:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
7:00 PM School Committee Meeting
9-18-23

8:02 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett

10:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3
12:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical

2:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
3:30 AM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
8:00 AM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical

10:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
12:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
1:30 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
3:00 PM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Lynn Class
5:00 PM SHS Girls Soccer vs Framingham
7:00 PM  SHS Football vs Lynn Classical
9:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Revere
11:00 PMSHS Girls Soccer vs Lynn English
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4

12:30 AM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
2:00 AM  SHS Boys Soccer vs Lynn Class
4:00 AM SHS Girls Soccer vs Framingham

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613
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Somernova and Fabrication Districts

By Chris Dwan
When the City

Council passed its comprehen-

Somerville

sive zoning overhaul [1] in 2019,
it created a new designation:
“Fabrication,” sometimes short-
ened to “FAB.”

According to the zoning code,
fabrication districts are intend-
ed to “protect buildings that are
key assets to the creative econo-
my of Somerville from residential
conversation, to preserve existing
work space, and to retain incuba-
tor spaces for start-up, entry-, and
mid-level business” and to “create,
maintain, and enhance areas ap-
propriate for small and moderate
scale single and multi-use build-
ings; activities common to the arts
& creative economy and support-
ing commercial activities; and a va-
riety of employment opportunities
in the arts & creative enterprises.”

This comes up because Rafi

Properties [2] is seeking ap-
proval for a massive overhaul
and expansion [3] of its Somer-
nova [4] campus, which stretch-
es along the railroad tracks
from Park to Dane Street and a
bit beyond. This is the site for-
merly home to Artisan’s Asylum
[5], and still host to Aeronaut
Brewing [6], the Bouldering
Project (7], a portion of Gre-
entown Labs [8], MIT’s Engine
[9], and now also the Somer-
ville Media Center [10] and the
Somerville Bike Kitchen [11].
Rafi wants to build up, well be-
yond the four stories allowed un-
der current zoning. They are seek-
ing permission to demolish the
existing buildings and construct
four new towers, 9 and 10 stories
tall along Park Street and up to 16
stories on the East side of Dane.
The proposed campus includes
a two-story community center on
Dane Street (shown in purple,
below), funded for its first ten
years of operations. The center
would supposedly be constructed
first, putting community benefits
towards the front of the project
timeline in contrast with what we
have seen in Union Square. Rafi
have also committed to efforts
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to keep their current tenants
operating through construction,
though I honestly don't see how
that can be possible. Personally,
I'm not convinced that I will be
grabbing either a beer or a work-
out in a hard-hat zone.

The Somernova site is the core
of the largest contiguous FAB
area in the city, one of only three
that could meaningfully be called
a “district” (the others are across
the tracks from Junction Park
and along Joy Street in Brick-
bottom). Most of the properties
zoned FAB were existing man-
ufacturing or arts buildings that
the council included piecemeal to
protect them — briefly — from be-
ing chopped up into condos.

The community is gearing up
for a vigorous conversation about
traffic and parking (Park Street
and Somerville Ave cannot han-
dle their current trafhc load,
much less thousands more trips
per day), displacement (what
will happen to those well-loved
tenants, and neighbors?), the re-
ality of living through years of
high-rise construction (it’s real-
ly noisy and dirty down here in
the lower numbered wards), and

of course housing (the propos-
al doesn't include any, honoring
that one little bit of the FAB
zoning, though it does commit
to a $27.9M contribution to the
Affordable Housing Trust).

All of those are important top-
ics, and I look forward to engag-
ing with them. At the same time,
I think that we should keep the
intention of the FAB district
front and center: “Supporting ac-
tivities common to the arts & cre-
ative economy ... and a variety of
employment opportunities in the
arts & creative enterprises.”

Artisan’s Asylum was, for me,
the very soul of FAB. I took class-
es in jewelry making from a school
board member and was learning
how to build my own furniture.
The SCUL [12] crew could be
found welding together fantastical
bicycles just a few stalls over from
a friend who builds robots. The
story of why the Asylum moved
to Allston/Brighton is long and
people have a variety of takes, but
move they did and I think that
Somerville's creative economy is
the worse for the loss.

I think FAB is well named, in

the sense that it’s fabulous, or it

could be.

If we are to tear down and
build up (which seems to be the
way of things), we should insist
that builders retain and expand
space to nurture the funky, artsy,
inventive, quirky, brilliant core
of Somerville, still hanging on
in these few tiny slivers of FAB
that the 2019 council was wise
enough to protect.

Links:
(1] https://www.somervillezon-
ing.com/ordinance/

(2] https:/ /rafiproperties.com/
(3]

community/master-plan

https://www.somernova.

(4] https://somernova.com/

(5] https://www.artisansasylum.
com/

(6] https://www.aeronautbrew-
ing.com/

(7]

project.com/

https://bostonbouldering-

(8] https://greentownlabs.com/
(9] https://engine.xyz/

(10] https://www.somervilleme-

dia.org/
[11] https://somerville-
bikekitchen.org/

(12] https://scul.org/skynet2.0/
public/home

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Compassion and accountability
needed to address homeless crisis

By Matthew McLaughlin
Ward 1 City Councilor

Homelessness is a national prob-
lem that is testing the capacity
and compassion of some of the
most progressive cities in Amer-
ica. Somerville is no different,
and East Somerville in particu-
lar is dealing with an increase in
homelessness.

I submitted a resolution at the
August 21 City Council meet-
ing that the city declare a pub-
lic health emergency regarding
homelessness in Somerville, fol-
lowing Governor Maura Healey's
declaration a week prior. I also
submitted a list of tangible goals
to address homelessness in Ward
1 that can be found at: https://
somervillema.legistar.com/Cal-
endar.aspx. They boil down to

By Jack Connolly
Jackconnolly422@gmail.com
Candidate for Ward 6

Councilor

Heard the latest?
The Stop & Shop grocery store

Bfresh is closing soon, mid-Oc-

two resources we have yet to fully
provide: money and effort. My
goal is to push the city to finally
treat homelessness as an emer-
gency and use compassion as well
as accountability to help people
while upholding basic communi-
ty standards.

This is an issue close to my
heart. I see it as I walk the streets
as well as in my day job where I
help homeless veterans find em-
ployment. People I grew up with
and now their children are living
on the streets. I've lost count of
how many friends died from sub-
stance abuse. I've also been robbed
and assaulted by people close to
me. The hard lesson I've learned is
you must always assist those seek-
ing help, but some are not ready to
accept help and boundaries must
be set for your own safety.

I've passed numerous orders
and resolutions over the years
regarding homelessness and sub-
stance abuse prevention. The very
first substantive order I placed
was to have the police and fire de-
partments carry Narcan, which
saved hundreds of lives, including
many people I know personally.

I've advocated for housing, shel-
ters, warming and cooling sta-
tions, public restrooms and more.
This year I successfully advocated
to increase staffing for the Com-
munity Outreach, Help and Re-
covery (COHR) team who work
directly with homeless residents
and overdose victims.

While we must always up-
hold our compassionate ideals,
we must also have accountabil-
ity around basic standards of
decency in the community. In
the past few months alone, East
Somerville has seen public defe-
cation, knife fights, street brawls,
indecent exposure, public in-
toxication, theft, destruction of
property, trespassing and litter.
I've heard about this from many
residents, from families to im-
migrant owned businesses to
unhoused residents themselves.
These incidents are not a blanket
description of all homeless resi-
dents. It is a very small group that
is reducing the quality of life for
everyone, including other home-
less people. No shelter, church,
non-profit organization or men-
tal health institution would tol-

erate this behavior. Public parks
and streets should be no different.
Numerous studies show that
exposure to violence, crime and
even litter has a negative mental
impact on community members.
Ignoring these problems is not
compassion; rather it dehuman-
izes the homeless and ensures
they will never escape the streets.
We must offer all the resources
possible to house and treat the
symptoms of homelessness. If
people are not ready or willing
to accept those resources, how-
ever, the alternative cannot be to
enable them to continue harming
themselves and the community.
Accountability does not neces-
sarily mean arrest, although vio-
lent crime and indecent behavior
should be addressed. It does mean,
however, that everyone, housed
and unhoused alike, buy into the
same set of basic community stan-
dards. I've requested the city in-
crease enforcement on liquor stores
over-serving customers, which they
have aggressively pursued. I've
also asked for alcohol consumed
in public spaces be confiscated, a
basic standard we expect from all

Deteriorating Davis Square

tober; “Not meeting financial ex-
pectations” was the press report.

Street talk is that there’s been
a lot of shoplifting going on in
there, as well as in the CVS store
just up the block; Maybe Bfresh’s
parent company, Stop and Shop,
decided Davis Sq. is not the place
to be anymore. Dunkin’ Donuts
has already left Davis Sq.

The cocktail supply shop ‘Bos-
ton Shaker’ on Holland Street
has already closed.

You probably have noticed the
empty Holland St. storefront
where Rockin’ Bob's guitar shop
once lived.

How about the empty com-

mercial space nearby where John-
ny D’s Uptown lounge existed for
many years?

Word has it that a cannabis
shop is trying to open at that
location. We already have three
cannabis shops that are open al-
ready in Davis; Might be a tough
go for one more. What about
the old smoke shop on Elm St:
Closed for what, over a year?
How about the uplifted bricks
out in front that people stumble
over every day?

What about the empty out-of-
service and closed grafhtied gas
station on Highland Ave., and the
empty RiteAid pharmacy nearby

on Highland and Grove St.?

Anybody like the “artwork” on
the Eversource transfer station
building on Willow Ave. next to
the Community Path?

How many more people will
trip on the loose bricks between
Mike’s Restaurant and the old
smoke shop (now closed)?

How many more used syringes
are going to be found in front of
the ice cream store in the Davis
Sq. Plaza?

When will the trash around
the MBTA subway light shaft
next to the 7/11 get picked up?

Who's getting after the MBTA
to clean up the busway and fix the

residents. I've suggested work pro-
grams and community cleanups
that include homeless residents to
have everyone buy into our shared
responsibility.

Compassion and accountabili-
ty are not contradicting concepts.
They are basic elements of society.
Compassion without account-
ability can lead to progressive
minded people becoming resent-
ful of the victims of our econom-
ic system and the resources cities
provide. This dynamic is playing
out all over America where cities
are resorting to force to push out
unhoused populations. Account-
ability with no compassion, how-
ever, does not address the root
causes of homelessness and leads
to the authoritarian responses
people fear.

Somerville cannot solve home-
lessness alone, but we do have
the resources and compassion
necessary to help people in crisis
while not ignoring the problems
everyone can see in plain sight. I
will continue to push the city to
address this national issue on a
neighborhood level with the re-

sources they must provide.

bike racks laying around unable
to rack any bikes?

Those are just a few of the unan-
swered questions and broken fix-
tures throughout Davis Sq. deteri-
orating day by day, week by week.

Looks like the City of Somer-
ville, with almost a third of a billion
dollar annual budget, is giving Da-
vis Sq., and the Davis Sq. neigh-
borhood, a good leaving alone.

Jack Connolly is a native Somer-
villian, a Davis Sq. resident and
insurance agent: He is also a for-
mer Somerville Ward Six and At
Large Alderman (known now as

City Councilor).
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Tuition-Free Community College -
a Possible Option for Somerville Grads

L | By Will Mbah
~ Candidate for Somerville
i City Councilor at Large

Among the new spending lines
that have been most welcomed in
the FY2024 Massachusetts State
Budget are two funds that look

LN
.n('ﬁ%\}mmm. 2

forward to tuition-free Communi-
ty College in the Commonwealth.

First, beginning this month, any qualified Massachu-
setts resident who is at least 25 years old and has a high
school degree or GED but no associate’s or bachelor’s
degree, can attend a community college without tuition.
This program, called Mass Reconnect, brings back to
school people who had to defer education for work and
family obligations. The program is funded at $20 million
for the first year.

Second, starting next year, free tuition will be available
for all Commonwealth resident students, including new
high school graduates. In order to prepare the 15 campus-
es with facilities improvements and new hiring, the bud-
get has provided $12 million funding for this year. Future
budgets will have the funding to cover the tuition for the
students who enroll.

The two new programs expand the list of scholarships,
loans and other assistance that the state now provides at
all the community colleges, state colleges and University
of Massachusetts campuses. To participate, each student
must fill out a standard federal grant/loan application
form (FAFSA) and the data it records about their income
and resources becomes the basis to determine eligibility
under any program.

The Mass Reconnect tuition-forgiveness for an over-25
age student will apply after he/she takes advantage of any
other available grant or scholarship. The grant can be as

high $10,244 per year, which is the tuition at Bunker Hill

and other Boston area Community Colleges. Another
$250 per semester covers the textbooks and course mate-
rials each student will need. The student will still pay for
housing, transportation, cafeteria, etc., to the extent these
costs are not covered by other programs.

We do not yet know how many eligible students have
enrolled so far this year. However, officials of the De-
partment of Education have appeared on the news re-
cently to encourage applications and they have given an
estimate of about 8,000 students, state-wide, who are
likely to participate in Mass Reconnect in the “next few
years (WBUR, WGBH)

This estimate is small, in comparison to the total
696,000 Massachusetts residents, who have some college
credits but have not completed degrees. It is also substan-
tially below the estimate of 48,000 students that the ad-
vocacy groups presented when they testified at the state
budget hearings in spring 2023 (Boston Daily DIG).

What is likely to be the impact on Somerville students?

Somerville High School keeps and publishes data on
the future plans of its graduating students, who number
300-320 each year. They report on their website that
about 48% expect to attend a four-year college; about 15%
intend to enroll in a community college, and another 15%
plan to enter the workforce and gain job training. Finally,
about 7% of students do not know what they will be doing
after high school.

Based on these percentages, we could foresee that the all
the students, intending to enroll at a Community College,
would get free tuition in 2024 — that is, 45 students. Some
of the other students, who expect to enter the workforce
and who do not have fixed plans, may now be able to af-
ford Community College for their job training. Perhaps
15 or 20 of these students would participate. A few of
the students in the group of 48%, who will pursue a four-
year degree, might decide to do their first two years at a
Community College to save on tuition and then transfer

Beacon Hill Roll Call cont rrom e 12

— another 10 or 15 students. Thus, 75-80 graduates of
Somerville High might take advantage of the free tuition
program each year.

Another way to estimate the potential beneficiaries is
to consult a database of college searches by Somerville
students. A website called: “Niche network” allows high
school to research campuses and financial programs, and
it then publishes the search data as: “The 10 most “Popu-
lar Colleges” of Somerville High School students. Bunker
Hill Community College is number ten on this list with
73 student inquiries out of a total of 1,397 searches. This
compares to 507 searches about UMass campuses and
726 searches about Boston-area private colleges.

These numbers suggest that the counselors at the high
school will be able to guide several more graduates, each
year, to a community college program.

Somerville already is among the US cities with the high-
est percentages of college graduates — 65% of its total pop-
ulation. But this still leaves some 11,000 to 12,000 work-
ing-age residents with a high school degree or equivalency
but without the opportunity to complete a higher degree.

Bunker Hill CC and the other nearby community col-
leges offer career-oriented programs in health care and
nursing, bio-technology, criminal justice, teaching and
childcare, and computer science. Mass Reconnect could
offer Somerville residents, now working in these fields,
with opportunities to advance.

Somerville High School Career Counselors

Statewide the FY2024 program of free tuition for over-
25 age students was estimated to attract over five years
48,000 adults at a cumulative cost of $46 million accord-
ing to EY Parthenon — quote from DIG Boston, January
27,2023.

MassINC forum on college affordability on January
25,2023.

If you want to learn more or support my campaign,
please visit my website at willmbah.com.

Urban and Community Forestry program is critical for
these cities and towns to address some of their most
pressing needs around public health, workforce develop-
ment and climate resiliency through increasing access to
green space.” — Director of Federal Funds and Infrastruc-
ture Quentin Palfrey.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many legis-
lators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of the
Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is done
outside of the House and Senate chambers. They note that
their jobs also involve committee work, research, constit-

uent work and other matters that are important to their
districts. Critics say that the Legislature does not meet reg-
ularly or long enough to debate and vote in public view on
the thousands of pieces of legislation that have been filed.
They note that the infrequency and brief length of sessions
are misguided and lead to irresponsible late-night sessions
and a mad rush to act on dozens of bills in the days imme-
diately preceding the end of an annual session. During the
week of September 18-22, the House met for a total of
one hour and 26 minutes while the Senate met for a total
of 56 minutes.

House 11:01 a.m. to 11:06 a.m.
Senate 11:01 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.

Mon. Sept. 18

No House session

Tues. Sept. 19

No Senate session
Wed. Sept. 20 No House session
No Senate session
Thurs. Sept. 21 House 11:03 a.m. to 12:24 p.m.
Senate 11:15 a.m. to 12:07 p.m.
Fri. Sept. 22 No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconbillrollcall.com
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The Somerville Y partners with
Consigli, Stantec, and CSL conr rromec s

affordable housing inventory in the area. The project aims to help meet the diverse

needs of individuals and families within our community.
The project team is comprised of:

+ Consigli Construction Co., Inc.: Consigli Construction Co., Inc. is a leading con-
struction manager in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic. Consigli services clients across
all markets, including academic, health care, life sciences, institutional, energy, corpo-

rate and federal. Founded in

1905, Consigli is now a 100% employee-owned (ESOP) company, providing its peo-
ple a direct benefit of its success and creating a culture of accountability. The compa-
ny has offices in Massachusetts, Washington, D.C., Maine, Connecticut, New York,
North Carolina and the Caribbean. Consigli has received numerous awards for its
craftsmanship and employment practices, including consistent national recognition
as a Forbes Best Employer. For more information, visit www.consigli.com.

+ Stantec: Stantec is a global leader in sustainable design, has been selected to pro-
vide architecture, interior design and landscape services for the project. For more
information, visit Boston, Massachusetts Office Project at stantect.com.

+ CSL Consulting: CSL is an Owner’s Project Management and Mitigation firm
that provides construction consulting services to a full spectrum of clients in the
higher ed, private K-12, corporate, hospitality, healthcare, development, infrastruc-
ture, nonprofit and life sciences

markets, among others. CSL is a nationally recognized Minority-Owned Business
(MBE). For more information, visit csl-consulting.com.

This exceptional team ensures that the Somerville Y is poised to execute the project
with utmost precision and meet the goals and expectations put in place.

About the Somerville Y

Each year, the Somerville Y reaches over 5,000 people and 2,500 youths through a
variety of social, cultural, and athletic programs designed to help participants grow
personally, understand others, and appreciate the world’s diversity. The Somerville Y
serves the City of Somerville and its adjacent neighborhoods in Boston, Cambridge,
Arlington, Medford, Malden, and Everett, an area generally defined as lower mid-
dle-class suburbs of Boston.

BORBY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris
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Why did the pony ask for a glass of water?
Because it was a little horse.

The "Original"
All Types Vent Gleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning
Power Washing

Licensed and Insured
in Massachusetts

We travel all over

To advertise in
The
Somerville
Times
call

Massachusetts .
Call today to find out Bobbie Toner
our weekly specials! 857-488-5138

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761

The SomervilleTimes

\_

Somerville through
the eyes of Denise

e

Flamingo watering hole ...

On % ;@@f o

September 27

1722 — Samuel Adams, American revolutionary patriot and statesman, helped to

organize the Boston Tea Party.

1864 — Confederate guerrilla Bloody Bill Anderson and his henchmen, including
a teenage Jesse James, massacre 20 unarmed Union soldiers at Centralia, Missouri.

1920 - Eight Chicago White Sox players are charged with fixing the 1919 World

Series.
1939 — Germany occupies Warsaw as Poland falls to Germany and the Soviet Union.

1950 — U.S. Army and Marine troops liberate Seoul, South Korea.

1964 — The Warren Commission, investigating the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy, issues its report, stating its conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald was the

sole gunman.

1979 — US Congress approves Department of Education as the 13th agency in the
US Cabinet.

1996 — The Taliban capture Afghanistan’s capital city, Kabul.
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To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.
Let your customers find you in
Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Monica Calvo Realtor®

Real Estate Professional
Cell: 617-605-3308

Email: mcalvo@relocationnewengland.com
Web: remaxpartnersrelocation.com

RE/MAX
PARTNERS RELOCATION e

44 Park ST

Andover MA 01810
Each Office Is Inds

RE/MAX

ly Owned and O

Juscehia LoRusso

\ 017.686.8095

scetin's Cah®

Cabes for alt occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes
facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo, Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito, Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland, Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Griminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200
FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

NINASABLE

sell with sable

508.733.8935

Email: Nina.Sable@raveis.com
Web: NinaSable.raveis.com
15 West Central St. | Natick | MA 01760

ﬁ Closed Wednesday

#  Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
P‘ Men & Boys Haircuts

é “Best Somerville Barber”

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing < Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

WINTER HILL
HOMES
RN

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHill[Homes.com
www.WinterHillHomes.com

Telephone: Fax:
(617) 625-2244 (617) 625-4350
(617) 625-4344
EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail .com

b '@4
MESSINA

REALTY COLLECTIVE

Bobbie Toner — Real Estate Consultant
Bobbietoner@aol.com 857 488 5138

Martin B. Dropkin
Attorneys at Law

Fax: 617-625-7315

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times call
Bobbie Toner: 857-488-5138
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- edited by Doug Holder

Chatles Coe is the author of two previ- NN

ous volumes of poetry, both with Leap-
Charles Coe

frog Press: All Sins Forgiven: Poems PURGATORY

for my Parents (2013) and Picnic on the
Moon (1999). He’s also the author of
Spin Cycles, a novella published by Gem-

ma Media. Charles is the winner of a

setts Cultural Council and was selected soENS
by the Associates of the Boston Public
Library as a“Boston Literary Light in 2014.” He teaches poetry

fellowship in poetry from the Massachu-

in the MFA programs at Salve Regina University in Newport,
Rhode Island and Bay Path University in Longmeadow, Massa-
chusetts. His latest collection is Purgatory Road.

Night Birds

A young woman lies in the moonlight
along the banks of a river whose name
she does not know, head resting on a coat
balled into a pillow, sleepless ears

taking in the sounds around her,

sighs and snores and quiet conversations,
an old man’s tired, dry cough

blending with a baby’s cry,

night birds whose calls remind

her of the home she left behind.

She lies in the dark, remembering a place

she knows she will never see again,

the village where she laughed and played as a child,
where now, men with automatic rifles

swarm the streets like stone-faced farmers

who sow only blood and tears.

Her body aches from a day riding atop

a north bound freight train, El Tren de la Muerte,
where those who lose their grip

tumble to earth, often to their death,

while the train, like some blind, mindless

OFF THE SHELF

I recently caught up with poet Max Heinegg, who
has a new collection of poetry out. Heinegg works
as an English teacher, brew master, musician, singer,
actor and of course poet. He resides in Medford, and
his poetry reflects the Somerville, Cambridge and
Medford area.

Doug Holder: The title of your new poetry col-
lection is Going There by the Lily Press. Where are
you going with this collection of poetry? In this part
of your life are you taking a look at new territory, or
revisiting the same ground?

Max Heinegg: The book is about literal journeys
and the big life journey; it's about going to work,
seeing the country, and attending all of the human
ceremonies: weddings, births, funerals, and all of the
mundane things in between, which I try to present as
often having more significance and complexity than
at first glance. I think it's about revisiting the past
with clearer sight, but the poems range in age from
less than a year, to in many cases five. There's a lot of
revision to try to make the work sing.

DH: One critic stated that your poems are like an
arrangement of mirrors. Explain.

MH: I think they mean I present places, people,
and experiences as they are but also from different
angles (often in the same poem) to show things
as they are but also from different angles to reveal
depth. I'm looking for resonances as well as different
vantage points, and to try to see things from the per-
spectives of the subjects I'm writing about.

DH: Among the many hats you wear is that of a
brew master. I wonder is there a sort of poetry in the
birth of beer?

MH: Yes. I think there are some similarities with
writer's block and then working on a piece. Making
beer is about curiosity and enchantment, and then
relying on experience and knowledge to help the beer
become what it "wants" to be. Every beer is different
and the arrival of every beer is exciting!

DH: Why should we read your book?

Max Heinegg - A Poet
who is 'Going There'

by Doug Holder

MH: I think the book is relatable on a human level.
I write about family, teaching, travel, and aging, but I

also write about Medford, Somerville, Cambridge, so
there's a local aspect to it. For people who enjoy ac-
cessible, narrative oriented poems with a focus on the
sound of the language, I think the book will connect.
I always ask myself if the work feels authentic and if
it reads with energy. I think these poems do that and
I'm very excited to share them.

Raspberry

This is what I left the city for—
a sight to soak in, the ah

in yard, a pint in a palmful,

the fruit that grows itself.

In summer, when they sit

heavy, loose to the touch,

I yield to ants that drag a crown off,
& wait until a thin pinkie can

don the knit pink hat, then focus

& get at the fractal of

drupelet a fat lip,

level an igloo’s row, Continued on page 23

animal, rumbles on.

But in spite of everything she has seen
she still believes in the power of prayer,
so she prays to remain invisible

to the men from the drug cartels

who sell those they kidnap

into forced labor and prostitution.

She prays for a home with a warm bed.
She prays that there is goodness still

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

to be found in this world,
that those she meets at the end
of this long journey will be generous and kind,

and in the moment before sleep comes at last
the night birds at the river’s edge
add their songs to her prayer.

— Charles Coe
From Purgatory Road
Leapfrog Press © 2023
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School season is in full swing, but the
Somerville Homeless Coalition still
have a handful of children in need of
backpacks. They have babies in need of
diapers too - sizes 1-5. For a full list of
items please see their Amazon Wishlist:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wish-
list/1s/2PKG3LS84XJMF 2ref_=wl_
share&fbclid=IwAR2hGRE_DS8M-
8]r2TUUV6INOPIqOrGCRHEXsD-
BqfK6alM2jR3dsxNUv3AFus or, drop
off your donations at their food pantry,
Project SOUP, at 165 Broadway, Somer-
ville. Visit https://somervillehomelessco-
alition.org/.

dhkdkkkhkhkhhhkhkhhhhhkhhhkhkhkkk

Somerville Math Fund's high school
engineering challenge is coming. Time to
sign up (deadline is October 6), for the
October 22 event. Get details and links
here https://somervillemathematics.
blogspot.com/.

PR R R R R R RIS TR
Registration is open for Learn to Skate
and Learn to Play Somerville Youth
Hockey. All sessions take place at either
Veterans or Founders rinks in Somer-
ville. Beginner classes are geared towards
kids 3-9 who have never skated nor
played hockey before. There’s also a new
Advanced option for kids aged 9 and old-
er who are ready for a more fast-paced in-
troduction to the fundamentals of hock-
ey and skating. Financial aid (and some
equipment) is available. To learn more
and register, visit https://www.somervil-
leyouthhockey.org/ltslep.

PR R R R RIS
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Ward 1
Councilor Matthew McLaughlin, and
City of Somerville staff invite you to a
virtual community meeting about pro-
posed transportation safety improve-
ments on Tufts Street. The city is re-
paving Tufts Street and reconstructing
its sidewalks as part of the citywide

Pavement and Sidewalk Management
Program. This presents an opportunity
to redesign the street to make it safer for
all users. Tufts Street is designated as a
Neighborway in the Somerville Bicy-
cle Network Plan, so the new design
will prioritize traffic calming elements
to reduce speeds and discourage cut-
through traffic. The meeting will take
place Wednesday, October 11, at 6:00
p.m. on Zoom. Learn more about the
project and find the virtual meeting link
at somervillema.gov/tuftsstreet.

PR R R RS R R R RIS TR R R R R R R R
The Somerville Community Grow-
ing Center is holding their 2nd annual
Seasonal Salvage Sale & Makers' Mar-
ket on October 21, 12:00 — 5:00 p.m.,
22 Vinal Ave. Rather than a traditional
yard sale, it became a two-part shopping
experience: a curated, seasonally-themed
secondhand sale where 100% of the pro-
ceeds go to the Growing Center, and a
new "Makers' Market" filled with local
craft vendors who participate for a nom-
inal fee but get to keep all the proceeds
of their sales. To volunteer, be a vendor
or donate visit: www.thegrowingcenter.
org/yard-sale

ER R R R P R R PR P R R PR P PR P R R P R P R PR P
Is your family looking for adventure? Cub
Scouts is a program for kids and their
families. Every family pitches in to help
out. No experience needed, just enthusi-
asm and a Do Your Best attitude. Pack 3
is an all-volunteer group of families who
welcome and embrace people of diverse
race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender
expression, sexual orientation, economic
status, family structure, and physical or
mental ability. Contact the pack, for more
info visit facebook.com/somervillepack3
or email: info@somervillepack3.org. Vis-
it somervillepack3.org.

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R e S R S

Join the Arts at the Armory on Octo-

ber 3 and 4 for “Cirque Us Stories,” a
new, thoughtfully curated show that flips
through the pages of Cirque Us’s favorite
stories to bring you a touching, thrilling
narrative about community and identi-
ty. Interweaving a collection of folktales,
classic literature, children’s stories, mod-
ern fiction, and more, this show jumps off
the page with twists, flips, rewrites, and
retellings of stories you'll love. The show
features aerialists, jugglers, acrobats, con-
tortionists, clowns, and more, all ready to
fly off the shelf and straight to you. For
tickets and more information https://
artsatthearmory.org/events/cirque-us-
stories/

PR R R R R R R R R T TR R R R R e
The Welcome Project is holding another
semester of English classes. It's also not
too late to register for Somerville and
Medford EFP classes. For more informa-
tion visit: https://www.welcomeproject.
org/english-for-parents-efp.html
Free classes available to parents and
guardians. Register on the first Monday
of each month from 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Somerville Center for Adult Learn-
ing Experiences (SCALE) offers free,
in-person high school equivalency class-
es. SCALE is located at 167 Holland
Street and can be reached at 617-625-
6600 x6920.

AXXXXEA LA LA LA AR AR A XXX XXX XL L LA AR A R
September is Library Card Sign-Up
Month. There's so much you can do with
a library card from the Somerville Pub-
lic Library. Having a card allows you to:
Check out books, movies, CDs, and more
from our library collection, log in to com-
puters at the library and use your daily
printing credit and much more. To sign
up for a card visit, the Circulation desks
at any of the three branches. All you need
is a photo ID, and proof of Somerville
address. Children ages 5 and up can also

get a library card with their parents’ infor-
mation. Visit: somervillepubliclibrary.org.
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Congratulations to Dr. Ana Nieto for be-
ing named a 2023 Early Childhood Pol-
icy Fellowship by BankStreet College of
Education. She is one of 13 leaders from
across the United States chosen, who are
working toward creating high-quality, eq-
uitable early childhood systems. Dr. Nie-
to is Coordinator of Prenatal to School
Entry Partnership Alignment and
Grant Development at Somerville Pub-
lic Schools. Learn more: https://www.
bankstreet.edu/.
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Did you know students at Somerville
High School can access free dental care
during the school year? All services are
provided at the CHA Teen Connection.
Students are encouraged to make an ap-
pointment and learn more through the
school nurse or by visiting the CHA Teen
Connection (phone 617-575-5690).
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Safety tips and resources to help during
the current hurricane season: Secure
outdoor property and ensure you are in
a safe location before the onset of strong
winds. Charge cell phones and other elec-
tronic devices. Do not attempt to relocate
or move any downed wires, as they are
dangerous to handle. Reports of downed
wires can be reported by calling 911.
Downed tree limbs can be reported via
311 (dial 311 or 617-666-3311). Power
outages can be reported and monitored
via Eversource’s website: eversource.com/
cg/customer/reportoutage.

R R R R R R R P P P P P R R R R R R R R R R R R R e e e
Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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sepal a present’s bow,

peduncle a bristling

the tongue plays lazy

pestle to, molars for
mortar. Seeds bitter-
sweet as the month is

plucked. One, not done.

From Going There.

To find out more about Max go to: https://www.max-

heinegg.com/biography
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JAY’S.BANK
for today’s
online kind of lifestyle

e Online Banking and Bill Pay « Mobile Banking « Mobile Deposit
e Mobile Bill Pay « eStatements « Debit Cards
® Online Account Opening « CardValet (Card Management App)
e Notifi - Popmoney (Person to Person Payment System)

e Coming Soon: Zelle

Open your account at winterhillbank.com
or visit any of our branches for personalized service

WINTER HILL)BANK:
Te

617-666-8600 | 800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
e € msum e e Y




