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City takes another look at Airbnbs
By Henry Lin-David

A bill to tax and regulate short-term rentals 
like Airbnb hit a roadblock on Wednesday of 
last week after Gov. Charlie Baker returned 
the bill to lawmakers along with a proposed 
amendment.

While the original bill would require hosts to 
join a public registry, the governor’s amendment 
would eliminate their “personally identifiable 
information,” and would also exempt home-
owners who rented units out for less than 14 
days a year from the registry and the tax. 

These short-term rentals are nothing new for 
Somerville, with many residents renting out 
rooms for extra income. The industry website 
Air DNA states that the city currently contains 
more than 700 active Airbnbs. However, some 
worry that this trend may negatively impact the 
community.

“There is a strong concern that the increase 
in short-term rentals is worsening Somerville’s 
housing affordability crisis,”

It's time to fire things up with the sixth annu-
al Ignite festival, Saturday, August 11, 6:00 – 
10:00 p.m. in Union Square Plaza.

To celebrate Union Square’s sizzling food 
landscape, they are bringing an evening of 
international eats, fire throwers, roving en-
tertainment, and a raucous celebration of 
global culture.

Don’t forget to bring a contribution to the 
festival’s food drive, benefiting the Somerville 
Homeless Coalition. It’s easy, just bring a can or 
two of food to the festival. 

The suggested donation is $2, and you will get 
a cool tiger sticker. Or buy a tiger tee or tote to 
support the fest.

Entertainment will include poetry by Tim 
Hall, magic and more from Jungle Jim, Xuchipi-
li Folkloric Ballet, and performances by Robson 
Leemos and Violin Viv, Bob Filene’s “Magic for 
Smart People,” caricatures, face painting, tarot 
card reading, and much more.

— Somerville Arts Council

Ignite! Global Street Food and Fire 
Festival lights up this Saturday

Continued on page 4

Time to get fired up and out to Union Square this Saturday for the Ignite! Global Street Food and Fire 
Festival, hosted by Somerville Flea and the Somerville Arts Council.

Officials are once again looking into the impact of Airbnb rentals and how possible regulations should 
be implemented.
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Somerville Overcoming Addiction will be holding their 5th 
Annual Vigil at Trum Field on September 12 from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m. The public is invited to attend and participate.

**********************
Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy Birthday 
to local East Somerville guy, Bill MacLeod, a lifelong resident 
and nice guy. We wish him the best on this his birthday. Happy 
birthday to another local guy who is very well known since he 
and his lovely wife moved to Somerville, Zach Zasloff, who is 
Chairman of the local Condo Review Board. Again, a great 
guy. Happy birthday Zach! Happy birthday to Maria Manci-
ni, formerly of Winter Hill. We hope she has a great birth-
day. Happy birthday to Tony Caliri. We hope he has a great 
birthday as well. Happy birthday to good friend of ours, Bren-
dan Cunningham. We wish him a great day as well. Happy 
birthday to Stephen Shea. We hope he has a great birthday. To 
Kaitlin Norton, a happy birthday to her as well as her broth-
er, Corey Norton. Wishing them both a happy birthday this 
week. And finally, Alicia Lafuente – we know, we mentioned 
her last week but her actual birthday is this week. Again, to a 
very nice lady and professional businesswomen. We wish her 
the very best. To all the others here in the city who are celebrat-
ing their birthdays this week and we missed you here, we wish 
a happy birthday to you. 

**********************
The John T. Forcellese Memorial Fund golf tournament 
will once again be held in Falmouth, this time on Saturday, 
September 8, at the Falmouth Country Club. Registration 
closes Saturday, August 11. Applications are available on 
their website at www.johns-team.org or on their Facebook 
page.

**********************
Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services reports that there has 
been an increased amount of IRS fraud calls to Somerville 
residents. The following numbers listed have been identified 
on caller ID. Please do not send money or give any personal 
information to these people. Please share this information with 
neighbors or family members who might be Continued on page 11
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Response to: YIMBY movement takes root in Somerville

Matt says:

Allowing the building of larger buildings sounds like a zoning change, which could be reasonable. 
My only ask is that we have a plan in place where the changes are introduced gradually. Have the 
growth targeted at current commercial centers and have it radiate out

Villenous says:

Far as I’m concerned, we can’t YIMBY fast enough.

CAP says:

Yeah? Name city in America where this worked and didn’t gentrify the surrounding area. Name 
one place where the community members who had been there long enough to recognize the be-
fore/after difference declared that their neighborhood was more affordable, more racially diverse, 
and more ‘homey’ after all of this YIMBY development had been crammed into every nook and 
cranny possible.
And using London or Paris, both of which have slowly grown up over 500+ years and are in 
countries with generous public benefit schemes, as a comparison or model is ridiculous. Instead 
compare this any community in the US that has already been gutted by this hyper-development, 
free market gentrification mentality.

Doreen says:

YIMBY’s are for no restrictions. Not a nice “vision”. We will be packed like sardines, while nearby 
towns protect their green space. YIMBY articles state that folks think they are in with the devel-
opers. Dangle a few low-income apartments …please don’t fall for this.

BMac says:

Well, Matt, we would mostly have that if the Aldermen would vote for the new Zoning that has 
been in front of them for a couple years now.
But apparently they are incapable of actually doing anything, they just want to talk and debate and 
collect a check for not making a decision.

JPHM says:

I am from London. Paris and London both have superb public transport – subway and buses. You 
definitely can live there without ever needing a car. In London most of the central metro area has 
at least 2 to 3 subway stops within a 1/4 mile. Heck, London has built quite a few new subway 
lines and light rails in the past 25 years. They are even building a brand new cross rail link which 
connects east and west London (opens in December 2018). The same cannot be said for many 
parts of Somerville, especially East Somerville, and Winter Hilll area. So to compare Somerville 
to Paris or London is insane. Somerville is a small segment of the Boston metro area (Yes, I know 
it’s technically not in Boston). Where are all the new cars that come in going to be parked? It seems 
like progressives just assume that none of these new people are going to have cars. That’s a pretty 
big assumption.

Thomas says:

All in YIMBY here. I moved from tiny Town USA to Boston because of the public transit and the 
ability to bike everywhere. Somerville has plenty of space up there in the sky. The transportation 
problems are solvable (self driving paratransit is coming probably within single digits years, well 
before we could get many of these buildings constructed).
You can tear down my house and build a 10 story in it’s place as long as I get a unit or two equiv-
alent square footage. Happy to share the land with some new co-owners.

Yet another poster says:

Just to clarify, the actual title of the group should be YIYBY, (yes in your back yard), as it’s other 
people’s neighborhoods that get crapped up, not those of the members of this group. “YIMBY” 
erroneously implies some sort of sacrifice / generosity on the part of its proponents.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes



City seeking ways to ease the
pain of bridge closure detours

By Jim Clark

With the recent announcement 
of motor vehicle and pedestrian 
detours as a result of the year-
long Broadway Bridge closure, 
many area residents and those 
who commute through the area 
on a daily basis are expressing 
fear and anger at what is being 
regarded as an imminent disas-
ter in the making.

But according to Ward 5 Al-
derman Mark Niedergang, op-
tions are being considered that 
may alleviate some of the antic-
ipated disarray, particularly in 
the Ball Square area.

"The GLX team has put out 
proposals for three different 
kinds of detours for the pedes-
trian/bike detours, for the bus 
detours, and for the motor ve-
hicle detours," said Niedergang. 
"They put out proposals for the 
three of those and invited com-
ments on them from the public. 
There actually is quite a bit of, 
I would say, extremely expen-
sive – maybe unprecedented 
– outreach being done, at least 
in Somerville on these. There's 
these kind of informal Q&A 
sessions at community events."

Niedergang says that the ward 
aldermen have been talking to 
constituents. "There are Green 
Line Extension community rep-
resentatives for each of the sta-
tions, and they are out there go-
ing to block parties and holding 
meetings and talking to people 
about them. And the adminis-

tration is communicating about 
this as well. So there's a lot of 
consultation and discussion go-
ing on, and everything now is 
still a draft, basically,"

As for the GLX planners, 
"They're absolutely listening, I 
don't know if they're going to do 
what we want them to do."

On Tuesday of this week, the 
Green Line Extension Project 
Community Working Group – 
about a dozen representatives 
from Somerville, Medford, 
and Cambridge who represent 
the areas around the station 
stops – met with the Green 
Line Extension team leaders 
to talk about issues and get in-
formation back to the commu-
nity reps so they can spread it 
throughout the community.

"One thing the agenda was a 
proposed Broadway pedestri-
an bridge on top of the utility 
bridge," according to Nieder-
gang. "So one of the biggest and 
strongest pushes from the com-
munity has been if you have to 
close the Broadway bridge com-
pletely to motor vehicles, at least 
have a pedestrian and bike cross-
ing, which then a lot of people 
could use. Because the proposed 

pedestrian/bike detour is about 
three-quarters of a mile long. 
For older people or people who 
are not able physically that's ri-
diculous. They're just not able 
to do it. It's just not viable. So 
one of the ways to deal with that 
is with this pedestrian bridge. 
They're response has been, 'Well, 
we can't do that, it's technically 
very challenging, if we're going 
to keep the project on time and 
on budget we just can't do these 
types of things.' But they haven't 
said an absolute flat no, so they 
put that on the agenda."

Another proposal which came 
from Jim Silva, of the South 
Medford Residents organiza-
tion, one of the representatives 
for the College Ave. station, is 
to have an at grade crossing over 
the tracks that would go from 
Boston Ave. in Somerville to 
Granville Ave. in Medford. "If 
it's technically feasible and safe, 
it would be a much, much short-
er pedestrian detour than the 
one that they've proposed," said 
Niedergang. "Probably an eighth 
of a mile instead of three quar-
ters of a mile."

On the whole, the Ward 5 al-
derman remains hopeful. "So 
they're listening, but as far as I 
know, no decisions have been 
made. I know that people in 
the administration are meeting, 
talking, analyzing, discussing, 
and trying to figure out what's 
best."

In spite of their best efforts, 
however, it will still be tumul-
tuous process over the next year, 
according to Niedergang. "To be 
honest, all the options are ter-
rible. There's no good options 
for the detours. It's going to be 

a horrible mess no matter what, 
but we're going to make it the 
least bad mess that we possibly 
can. I think that's an important 
message to convey to people. But 
it's going to be very painful for a 
year while this bridge is closed."

As for quelling the fears of lo-
cal and neighboring residents, 
Niedergang maintains a posi-
tive outlook. "A lot of people say 
it will be a year and a half. And 
that's a completely reasonable 
expectation. It's not my belief, 
because this new team under 
John Dalton, the head of the 
Green Line project, has done 

everything as promised, on time, 
on schedule or ahead of sched-
ule. So I'm a believer now, but 
I understand that other people 
aren't, given the history of this 
project."

Niedergang says he, too, can 
feel the pain. "Can you imagine 
being stuck in traffic for an hour 
for something that normally 
takes you five or ten minutes? 
People are going to be tremen-
dously upset, and I understand 
that. There's no way around it 
and people's concerns are abso-
lutely justified."

Somerville residents and neighboring commuters are gritting their teeth and girding themselves for the tough times ahead fol-
lowing the Broadway Bridge closure.						                   — Photo by Bobbie Toner
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VOTER REGISTRATION

LAST DAY TO REGISTER
Wednesday, August 15, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.

FOR THE STATE PRIMARY

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

	 Election Department: Somerville City Hall Hours

	 MONDAY, TUESDAY
	 & WEDNESDAY ------ 8:30 a.m. ----- 4:30 p.m.
	 THURSDAY ----------- 8:30 a.m. ----- 7:30 p.m.
	 FRIDAY ----------------- 8:30 a.m. ----- 12:30 p.m.

To request a registration form
	 •  CALL 617-625-6600 ext. 4200 for a Mail-In 
	     Registration form to be mailed to you
	 •  Download a Mail-In Registration form from the City 
	     website and mail it to the Election Department
	 •  Register Online by visiting the City Website

All mail-in voter registration forms must be post-marked by 08/15/2018.

The City of Somerville does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, age, na-
tional origin, sexual preference, disability, or any other protected category in admission to, 
access to, or operation of its programs, services or activities. Auxiliary aids and services, writ-
ten materials in alternative formats, reasonable modifications in policies and procedures will 
be provided to qualified individuals with disabilities upon request.

Continued on page 23

"To be honest, 
all the options 
are terrible"
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By Jim Clark

Funny money in the disappearing wallet trick
Police officers were dispatched 
to the Dunkin' Donuts on 
Somerville Ave. last Friday on 
reports that a customer was 
passing counterfeit money.

Upon arrival, the officers locat-
ed the suspect, Jamal Haywood, 
and approached him for ques-
tioning.

When asked for identification, 
Haywood reportedly hesitated 
and told the officers that he was 
not carrying any.

When asked if he had anything 
dangerous on him, he stated that 
he had a knife, which was recov-
ered shortly thereafter.

Haywood was asked if he had 
a wallet, which he removed from 
his pocket. According to reports, 
Haywood initially stated that he 
did not have a wallet. The offi-
cers removed a Social Security 
card from the wallet.

Haywood reportedly claimed 
that he was an employee at the 
Dunkin' Donuts and that he 

had personal items stored in the 
back of the store, but this proved 
to be untrue.

Police contacted a store em-
ployee by phone and learned 
that Haywood had reportedly 
passed counterfeit bills there 
on multiple occasions. The 
bills were discovered to be 
counterfeit by use of a mark-
ing device utilized for this 
purpose.

Haywood began asking for 
his wallet back, but the officers 
explained to him that he had 
removed his wallet from him-
self, and the only item they took 
from it was his Social Security 
card, which was returned.

Haywood reportedly became 
upset and stated that his wal-
let was in the back room of the 
store. He also said to that he 
did not have another wallet. 
When asked how it would have 
gotten from his person to the 
back of the store, he did not 

have an answer.
The officers then began to 

search under tables, in seat 
cushions, on the floor and ev-
erywhere else within the area 
to search for the wallet. After 
approximately 10 minutes of 
searching, they were unable to 
locate the wallet. 

Haywood reportedly told po-
lice that he initially did not want 
to produce ID because he be-
lieved he had a warrant out on 
him. After running Haywood's 
Social Security number from 
the card the officers obtained 
from his wallet, it showed that 
he had an active arrest warrant 
out of Boston.

After Haywood was placed 
into handcuffs, he reportedly ad-
mitted to passing the counterfeit 
bills. When asked if he knew the 
money was fake, he responded 
that he did.

When asked if that was the 
only fake money that he had, 

Haywood reportedly said it 
was not. The officers asked him 
where the rest of the money was, 
and he said it was in his wallet, 
which he had concealed in the 
front of his underwear when the 
officers turned the other direc-
tion during their initial encoun-
ter with him.

Haywood reportedly said 
that he had "paid $1,000 for 
$2,500 of fake money." When 
asked where and who he got 
the money from, he refused to 
answer and said that it was his 
deal and he wouldn't give up 
that information. He did say, 
"It's nobody that lives around 
here, you wouldn't be able to 
find him any ways."

The officers then asked if it 
was from out of the state, maybe 
New York. Haywood reportedly 
responded, "Yes, see you know 
everything already."

Haywood was subsequently 
placed under arrest on charges 

of utter counterfeit note and 
possession of counterfeit notes, 
and on a warrant charge of pris-
oner vandalizing jail.

The missing wallet was recov-
ered prior to placing Haywood 
inside the prisoner transport 
vehicle. All the counterfeit 
notes have been submitted into 
evidence.

The store employee who ac-
cepted the counterfeit bills was 
interviewed by police and it 
was learned that he has been 
acquainted with Haywood for 
about 10 years.

Surveillance video supplied   
by the store reportedly showed 
the employee marking the 
counterfeit bills with the mark-
ing device, then putting them in 
the till anyway.

The employee denied that he 
intentionally accepted the bills, 
but police have said that they 
will be conducting a further in-
vestigation of this.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210
SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Arrests:

Carlos Rivera, of 165 Cot-
tage St., Chelsea, July 31, 
10:18 p.m., arrested at Mys-
tic Ave. on warrant charges of 
negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle, shoplifting by aspor-
tation, forgery of document, 
larceny from a building, utter 
false prescription, larceny un-
der $1200, and operation of a 
motor vehicle under the influ-
ence of liquor.

Dante Quinn, of 260 Mas-
sachusetts Ave., Arlington, 
August 3, 4:47 p.m., arrested 
at Middlesex Ave. on charges 
of distribution of a class B 
drug and possession of a class 
A drug.

Jamal Haywood, August 3, 
8:01 p.m., arrested at Middle-
sex Ave. on charges of utter 
counterfeit note and posses-
sion of counterfeit notes, and 
on a warrant charge of prison-

er vandalizing jail.
Eduardo Garcia, of 33 

Florence Ave., Revere, Au-
gust 3, 9:00 p.m., arrested at 
Washington St. on charges of 
operation of a motor vehicle 
under the influence of liquor 
and negligent operation of a 
motor vehicle, and on warrant 
charges of operation of a mo-
tor vehicle with a suspended 
registration and uninsured 
motor vehicle or trailer.

Itamar Neto, of 153 Second 
St., Framingham, August 3, 
11:21 p.m., arrested at Somer-
ville Ave. on charges of opera-
tion of a motor vehicle under 
the influence of liquor and li-
cense revoked as HTO.

Richard Abernathy, of 240 
Albany St., Cambridge, August 
4, 11:45 a.m., arrested at Col-
lege Ave. on charges of threat to 
commit a crime, disturbing the 
peace, and miscellaneous com-

mon law violation.
Carlos Rodriguez-Cartege-

na, of 138 Pearl St., August 
5, 12:31 a.m., arrested at Flint 
Ave. on charges of leaving the 
scene of property damage and 
unlicensed operation of a mo-
tor vehicle.

Vladimir Jean Baptiste, of 8 
Oakland St., Roxbury, August 
5, 4:18 a.m., arrested at Heath 
St. on a warrant charge of dis-
orderly conduct.

says State Representative 
Christine Barber. According 
to Air DNA, more than 32% 
of Somerville’s active Airbnb 
units are “entire home” rentals. 
Some argue that these rent-
als are depleting the current 
housing stock and consequent-
ly causing rents to rise. At the 
very least, the situation re-
quires more analysis.

“There is a need to have greater 
transparency about short-term 
rentals,” says Barber, “and also 
to address how these rentals im-
pact our housing market.”

State Representative Denise 

Provost agrees, adding that 
short-term rentals are con-
tributing to “forces of specu-
lation, gentrification and dis-
placement which are putting 
tremendous pressure on our 
communities.”

Somerville has attempted 
to impose laws on short-term 
rentals, but these efforts have 
been largely unsuccessful. “We 
have an ordinance that regulates 
‘tourist homes’,” says Ward 5 Al-
derman Mark Niedergang. “I 
think maybe half a dozen people 
have registered. It hasn’t been 
enforced.” Although the guide-

lines prohibit the short-term 
rental of full units, Somerville 
contains more than 200 “entire 
home” Airbnb listings.

Currently, Airbnb require-
ments are primarily enforced 
through a complaint-based 
system, which is inherently in-
consistent due to its reliance 
on community involvement. 
But Niedergang hopes that the 
statewide registry proposed by 
the bill could strengthen Somer-
ville’s ordinances. 

“It would set up a framework 
that would make it much easi-
er for us to regulate short-term 

rentals effectively,” he says. In 
addition, Niedergang points out 
that the tax revenue would con-
tribute towards covering the cost 
of regulation.

But regardless of their ef-
fects on housing, Airbnbs play 
a unique role in Somerville. 
“They’re certainly popular,” 
says Provost, who adds that 
they potentially can benefit 
both visitors and the com-
munity. Niedergang also sees 
value in offering “kind of an 
intermediate space between a 
regular big hotel and staying 
in your family’s homes,” as well 

as helping residents to pay off 
their rent.

With the Massachusetts 
House and Senate out of for-
mal session, the bill’s progress 
will likely be halted until next 
year. Until then, Somerville 
will continue to wrestle with 
how best to deal with the 
rapidly-expanding market of 
short-term rentals.

“They should be regulated,” 
says Niedergang. “Stuff can hap-
pen … and people in the city 
government should know which 
properties are being rented out 
for health and safety.”

City takes another look at Airbnbs   CONT. FROM PG 1



Somerville Response Network provides
a reaction plan for ICE raids

By Shira Laucharoen

Since its launch in March 2018, 
the Somerville Response Net-
work has remained an active re-
source for immigrant residents, 
having been developed by The 
Welcome Project as a system 
to be employed in the event of 
ICE raids in the city. Creators 
have said it is their hope to nev-
er have to use the program, but 
to be ready and prepared in case 
it is needed.

“A lot of things started hap-
pening after presidential elec-
tions, and there were addition-
al resources constituents were 
asking for. There was a lot of 
fear, and people were afraid to 
go to clinics and schools, any-
where,” said development coor-
dinator of The Welcome Proj-
ect Kenia Alfaro. “We realized 
this is a service we need to make 
sure families and those affected 
are ok. That was a motivation, 
saying we need to streamline the 
process and provide resources, 
so the community is safe and 
informed of what’s happening.

The Somerville Response 
Network links together local 
government entities, nonprof-
its, and community members 

to craft a plan for families in 
reaction to ICE arrests. The 
program currently has approxi-
mately 200 subscribers, who will 
all be notified via text message if 
a raid takes place in Somerville. 
When an individual observes a 
raid, he or she may report the 
incident to a phone number, 
specifying location and informa-
tion about those involved. A re-
sponse committee will verify the 
information and alert everyone 
in the network. The Somerville 
Response Network aims to help 
keep families together and offer 
those impacted with supports, 
such as legal resources and advo-
cates, interpreters, or food.

The system’s website provides 
a “Know Your Rights” section, 
available in five different lan-
guages. This portion of the site 
offers a set of reminders, such as 
the right to remain silent when 
confronted with an immigra-
tion officer. To enter a home, an 
ICE agent must have a warrant 
signed by a judge, and individ-
uals do not need to open their 
doors unless shown one. One 
may also request the presence 
of a lawyer, and the site advises 
against carrying papers from an-
other country, such as a foreign 

passport. A valid work permit or 
green card is helpful to have for 
identification purposes.

“It’s really important that 
people know their legal rights. 
When you’re in a position 
where someone is telling you 
to do something, in any situa-
tion, even when you’re getting 
a parking ticket, how do you 
know what you must comply 
with and what is actually a re-

quest? There are protections 
and rights that are ignored,” 
said volunteer Jeffrey Warren.

The Somerville Response Net-
work is hosted by The Welcome 
Project, Somerville’s leading 
immigrant organization. Based 
at the Mystic Public Housing 
Development, the non-profit of-
fers programs for youth, adults, 
and families to support them in 
advocating for themselves and 

finding empowerment through 
schools, government, and other 
institutions. Adult classes in-
clude English language lessons 
and citizenship courses, while 
youth services such as summer 
camp and interpretation assis-
tance programs are also offered.

Learn more about the Somer-
ville Response Network on 
their website: http://somervil-
leresponse.org.

The Welcome Project participated in the We Are One Somerville: Sanctuary City Rally in February 2017.
— Photo by Bobbie Toner
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
Volume 43-Report No. 31   •  July 30-August 3, 2018  •  Copyright © 2018 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local senators and representatives’ votes on roll 
calls from the week of July 30-August 3.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (H 4868)
House 151-0, Senate 37-0, approved and sent to Gov. 
Charlie Baker an economic development package includ-
ing a sales tax holiday allowing consumers to buy most 
products that cost under $2,500 on Saturday, August 11 
and Sunday, August 12 without paying the state's 6.25 
percent sales tax.

Other provisions authorize $50 million for a grant 
program targeting coastal communities and create jobs 
in the maritime economy sector; $250 million for the 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program which provides 
a one-stop shop for municipalities and other eligible 
public entities seeking public infrastructure funding; 
and $12.5 million in capital dollars for MassVentures 
to continue providing competitive grants to Massachu-
setts-based companies commercializing technologies.

Tax breaks in the package include tax credits to busi-
nesses to occupy vacant storefronts in downtown areas 
and the establishment of a $2.5 million Apprenticeship 
Tax Credit program for apprenticeships in computer oc-
cupations, healthcare and the manufacturing industry.

Supporters said the bill would be a real shot in the arm 
for the state by stimulating the economy, creating jobs 
and making Massachusetts friendlier to business.

“Too many families are struggling to make ends meet 
and too many workers are looking for work,” said Sen. 
Eric Lesser (D-Longmeadow), the sponsor of the pack-
age. “This bill is designed to rebalance the scales so that 
our economy works for everyone and fosters growth in 
every corner of our commonwealth. It will put people 
back to work rebuilding our roads and bridges and re-
vitalizing our downtowns. And it will prepare the next 
generation with the skills needed to succeed in a chang-
ing economy.”

(A "Yes" vote is for the package.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

REGULATION AND TAXING OF SHORT-
TERM RENTALS (H 4841)
House 119-30, Senate 30-8, approved and sent to the 
governor a bill that extends the state’s current 5.7 per-
cent hotel and motel tax and up to a 6 percent local op-
tion room occupancy tax to short-term rentals offered 
by Airbnb, HomeAway and VRBO while leaving the 
regulation of these rentals including registration, licens-
ing and inspections up to local cities and towns.

The measure also allows local cities and towns to impose 
a local impact fee of up to 3 percent on operators who 
rent out two or more professionally-managed short-
term rental units within a municipality.

Other provisions create a central state registry of short-
term rentals and require that a city or town dedicate no 
less than 35 percent of revenue generated from the new 
local option fee to either affordable housing or local in-
frastructure needs.

Supporters said the bill strikes a balance and levels the 

playing field of taxes and regulation of these untaxed and 
unregulated short-term rentals and hotels and motels 
that are currently regulated and taxed.

Opponents said the bill is simply another example of an 
anti-business, unwarranted tax and overregulation by 
the state.

Estimates are that the state will reap $34.5 million from 
the new taxes and local communities which impose the 
optional local tax will receive some $25.5 million.

(A "Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION (H 
4667)
House 134-16, Senate 36-0, approved and sent to Gov. 
Baker a bill that would automatically register to vote a 
person who fills out an application with the Registry 
of Motor Vehicles (RMV) or MassHealth, unless the 
person opts out. Officials at the RMV and MassHealth 
would be required to explain to each person that the 
transaction automatically registers them to vote, unless 
they opt out, and also inform them that non-citizens are 
ineligible to vote.

Supporters said an estimated 680,000 eligible voters in 
the Bay State who are not registered to vote.

“Automatic Voter Registration will make voting more 
accurate, more secure, and more available to all,” said 
Pam Wilmot, Executive Director of Common Cause 
Massachusetts which was part of the coalition pushing 
for the bill. “That’s good for democracy, for election se-
curity, and for voters. Utilizing existing technology to 
modernize the voter registration process just is basic 
common sense.”

"The FBI just arrested dozens of illegal immigrants 
who easily obtained Mass driver’s licenses with stolen 
identities,” said Rep. Shaunna O'Connell (R-Taunton).  
“Under this law, those felons would be automatically 
registered to vote. Furthermore, this law creates a bur-
densome unfunded mandate on cities and towns.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it).

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

$2.2 BILLION FOR CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (H 
4835)
House 148-2, Senate 37-0, approved a bond bill allow-
ing the state to borrow up to $2.2 billion for climate 
change adaptation, environmental and natural resource 
protection and investment in recreational assets.

The package includes earmarks for hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for hundreds of projects in legislators’ 
districts across the state — many of which will nev-
er be funded. The Baker administration ultimately 
decides which projects are affordable and actually get 
funded but it cannot fund most of them because the 
governor’s office is also required to adhere to the state’s 

annual bond borrowing cap.

Provisions include $105 million for dam and flood con-
trol projects; $160 million for roads and bridges; $60 
million for the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust to im-
prove water by providing low-interest loans to munici-
palities; $45 million for hazardous waste cleanup; and 
$15 million for the Electric Vehicle Incentive Program 
that gives grants to cities and towns, state agencies, and 
state universities to purchase electric vehicles and install 
charging station.

"We’ve come out with a strong bond bill that funds 
necessary environmental investments across the state, 
including an agricultural estate tax credit, which aims 
to ensure a thriving agricultural economy here in Mas-
sachusetts, and investments in protecting our cities 
and towns,” said Rep. “Smitty” Pignatelli (D-Lenox), 
chairman of the Committee on Environment, Natural 
Resources and Agriculture. “This bond bill aims to pre-
serve our land and restore dams and seawalls, which as 
we know, have suffered severe damage from storms over 
the years. I believe these efforts will have a lasting impact 
throughout the commonwealth.”

Neither of the two opponents of the bill responded to 
Beacon Hill Roll Call’s request for a statement from them.

(A “Yes” vote is for the package. A “No” vote is against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

OPIOIDS (H 4866)
House 151-0, Senate on a voice vote without a roll call, 
approved and sent to Gov. Baker a bill aimed at combat-
ting the opioid problem in the Bay State by addressing 
opioid addiction, prevention and treatment.

The measure establishes a statewide standing order 
for Narcan, expanding access to this opioid over-
dose-reversing drug without an individual prescrip-
tion; establishes a statewide program to provide re-
mote consultations with primary care practices, nurse 
practitioners and other healthcare providers for per-
sons over the age of 17 experiencing chronic pain; 
establishes a community-based behavioral health 
promotion and prevention trust fund to promote pos-
itive mental, emotional and behavioral health among 
children and young adults and to prevent substance 
use disorders among children and young adults; and 
establishes a center for police training in crisis inter-
vention to serve as a clearinghouse for best practices 
in police response to people with mental illness and 
substance use disorders.

Other provisions require most prescriptions for con-
trolled substances be provided electronically; permit a 
patient to partially fill a prescription for a schedule II 
substance and return to the original dispensing phar-
macy for the remaining amount of the prescription, and 
prohibit the use of drug coupons for opiate drugs.

“Despite efforts to suppress the opioid crisis, families 
across the Commonwealth continue to lose their loved 
ones to substance use disorder,” said Sen. Cindy Fried-
man (D-Arlington), Senate Chair of the Committee on 
Mental Health, Substance Use and Recovery. “This leg-
islation builds upon the work the state has done around 
opioid misuse and prevention and provides another set
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of tools to reduce harm, save lives and increase access to 
evidence-based treatment. We have a major epidemic on 
our hands and we have to use everything at our disposal 
to cure this disease.”

“The Massachusetts Legislature has been steadfast and 
unwavering in the face of the relentless disease of addic-
tion,” said Rep. Denise Garlick (D-Needham), House 
Chair of the Committee on Mental Health, Substance 
Use and Recovery. “This disease is a reality that people 
face every single day, but we are pouring our best exper-
tise and resources into this fight,” “We are in this for the 
long haul and we are not backing down – we are in this 
battle together to save lives.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT SURVEY (H 4810) 
– The House and Senate gave near-final approval to 
a bill requiring all colleges and universities in the Bay 
State to biennially conduct a sexual misconduct cli-
mate survey of all students, including questions about 
incidents of sexual violence, dating violence, domestic 
violence, gender-based violence, violence based on sex-
ual orientation or gender identity, sexual harassment 
and stalking.

The survey would be anonymous and would include the 
number of reported incidents of sexual misconduct at 
the school; students’ awareness of institutional policies 

and procedures related to campus sexual assault; if a vic-
tim reported the sexual misconduct; and if a victim was 
informed or referred to local, state, on campus or other 
resources and victims’ access to support services includ-
ing appropriate medical care, legal support and protec-
tion from retaliation.

“I am proud to have filed and championed this bill,” said  
Rep. Lori Ehrlich (D-Marblehead).  “Every campus is 
different in regard to the prevalence and nature of sex-
ual violence. But what is true of all of them is that all 
students deserve a safe place to learn, study and grow, as 
well as transparency from school administrations about 
sexual violence.”

The measure still needs final approval in each branch be-
fore going to the governor.

QUOTABLE QUOTES – Bumper Sticker Edition – 
Bumper stickers seen around the Statehouse and around 
the state.

Annoy A Republican. Marry Who You Love

The Problem With Political Jokes Is They Get Elected

MAGA = Morons Are Governing America

You Are Not Entitled To What I’ve Earned

Liar, Liar, Pantsuit On Fire

They’re Not Illegal Aliens. They Are Undocumented 
Democrats

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of July 30-August 3, the House met for 
a total of 25 hours and 24 minutes while the Senate met 
for a total of 28 hours and 32 minutes.

Mon. July 30	 House 11:01 a.m. to 8:22 p.m.
	 Senate 10:38 a.m. to 9:56 p.m.

Tues. July 31	 House 12:01 p.m. to 1:12 a.m. (Wed.)
	 Senate 11:02 a.m. to 1:20 a.m. (Wed.)

Wed. August 1	 No House session.
	 No Senate session

Thurs. August 2	 House 11:00 a.m. to 1:52 p.m. 
	 Senate 11:00 a.m. to 1:56 p.m. 

Fri. August 3	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued



Local elders swap letters with 
Panamanian English students

By Nathan Lamb

Older adults at the Cambridge 
Senior Center recently helped 
Panamanian children practice 
their English, though a letter 
exchange organized by a Peace 
Corps volunteer with local ties.

The swap was conceived by 
Meg Bolger, a former case man-
ager at Somerville-Cambridge 
Elder Services (SCES). Bolg-
er is now in her second year in 
Panama with the Peace Corps, 
and said the idea came up while 
teaching Panamanian children a 
second language.

“They are learning basic En-
glish and are very motivated 
to practice, and I thought it 
would be really fun for them 
to do a letter exchange with a 
group of elders from Massa-
chusetts,” she said.

Bolger reached out to SCES 

about the project, and was put 
in touch with Cambridge Coun-
cil on Aging Director Susan Pa-
checo, who agreed to find people 
who would write back.

Bolger mailed the 15 student 
letters in late spring, and picked 
up the response letters during 
a visit to her home state in July. 
She also gave a presentation 
about Panama and the Peace 
Corps at the Cambridge City-
wide Senior Center.

“It was a really fun experience 
and it was great because some 
of the people in the audience 
were from Panama, and they 
shared their perspectives as 
well,” said Bolger.

Pacheco said the Cambridge 
Council on Aging was excit-
ed to participate in the letter 
exchange, and to host Bolger’s 
presentation.

“Both senior participants and 

staff eagerly wrote to the stu-
dents,” said Pacheco. “Many of 
the respondents chose to deco-
rate their letters with sketches 
and stickers.”

“Meg’s presentation was well 
received by the audience,” added 
Pacheco. “It was a great learning 
experience for all.”

Bolger returned to Panama in 
early August, to complete the 
final eight months of her Peace 
Corps commitment.
_________________________

Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services (SCES) is a non-profit 
agency that supports the inde-
pendence and well-being of older 
people in Somerville and Cam-
bridge. For more information, 
visit eldercare.org, follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter, or contact 
the SCES Aging Information 
Center at 617-628-2601 for free 
advice and guidance.

Peace Corps volunteer Meg Bolger (right) holds a packet of letters from the Cambridge Citywide Senior Center. Bolger 
recently organized a letter swap with Cambridge Council on Aging Director Susan Pacheco (left), to help her students in 
Panama learn English. 
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The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #159

Longfellow
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was born in Portland, 
Maine, on February 27, 1807, when Maine was still part of 
Massachusetts. He was a favorite son of the city and its res-
idents still applaud anything Longfellow. He held a Chair 
at Harvard University and received degrees from England’s 
University of Cambridge and University of Oxford.

A bust of Longfellow is in Westminster Abbey, and a 
statue of him rests in Washington, D.C. He was known as 
one of the world’s most beloved poets on both sides of the 
Atlantic, receiving and responding to over twenty thou-
sand letters of acclamation. Although a quiet man, he was 
the Beatles of his time in popularity.

For over 45 years, he raised his family in his home near 
Harvard Square in Cambridge. The impressive mansion had 
once been the home of English Tory, John Vassall, until Gen-
eral George Washington made it his headquarters during the 
1775-1776 siege of Boston. After many owners, Longfellow 
purchased the home from the widow of Andrew Craigie, the 
first Apothecary General of the United States, who also at-
tended to the wounded at the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

Longfellow loved to take long 
walks and one of his favorite 
treks was from Craigie House, 
or “Craigie Castle” as he pre-
ferred to call it, to Somerville. 
He drew inspiration from 
Somerville’s revolutionary his-
tory that included the Old Pow-
der House, Continued on page 20

 Follow us on Twitter at @somervilletimes



We’re going Green (Line that is!)
By Greg Karczewski 
President of US2

You may have read the Green 
Line is coming.  U.S. Secretary 
of Transportation Elaine Chao, 
Governor Baker and other state 
and local officials broke ground 
on the Green Line Extension last 
month right in Union Square.

The extension of the Green 
Line to Somerville, and Union 
Square in particular, is a cata-
lyst for economic development 
that will create an employment 
hub and the daytime foot traffic 
needed to keep our small (and 
big) businesses thriving.  It’s a 
substantial step toward realiz-
ing many of the community’s 
SomerVision goals through the 
Union Square revitalization 
project (USQ).

An important piece of keep-
ing the Green Line Extension 
opening on track for 2021 is 
the timely construction com-
pletion of USQ phase one im-
provements that are required 
for the station to open.  That’s 
why we are asking for the 
State’s environmental review 
(MEPA) for the first phase of 

the project to occur earlier in 
the process. 

We want to keep the commu-
nity informed throughout this 
important process.  We recent-
ly participated in a site tour 
and meeting with Massachu-
setts Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA) office to discuss our 
application and answer commu-
nity questions. We understand 
August is a popular time for 
family vacations and that you 
may not have been able to at-
tend. Here are eight things that 
you need to know about MEPA 
which you can also find here in 
greater detail.
What is the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA)? 

• MEPA requires state agen-
cies to study the environmental 
consequences of certain projects 
through public study, disclosure 
and development of feasible mit-
igation measures.  It is not a per-
mitting process.
What is a Phase 1 waiver?

• A Phase 1 waiver may be per-
mitted after expedited review for 
the first phase of a large-scale 
project. This type of request 

has been granted when the first 
project phase can stand-alone, 
has adequate infrastructure and 
when environmental impacts are 
minimized. 
Does a Phase 1 waiver lessen 
the amount of environmental 
review? 

• The request only accelerates 
the review of the first develop-
ment parcel of the project, the 
entire 2.4 million square foot 
development will undergo full 
MEPA review. 
What will be built in Phase 1?

• Phase 1 is a transit-oriented 
mixed-use development com-
prised of approximately 600,000 
square feet of new office, lab, res-
idential and open space, locat-
ed on 3.5 acres in the heart of 
Union Square.
Is a Phase 1 waiver typical? 

• Phase 1 waivers have recently 

been given on the first phase of 
Suffolk Downs, General Elec-
tric, Seaport Square and Water-
front Square in Revere. 
Why is a waiver needed?

• This waiver will enable US2 
to start construction on the D2 
block later this year which is 
critical to opening the Union 
Square Station MBTA station in 
spring of 2021.  The D2 project 
includes improvements that are 
required for the MBTA station 
to open:  ADA and pedestrian 
access, a drop-off for The Ride 
paratransit program, MBTA 
employee facilities and 90 bike 
storage spaces for MBTA riders. 
What other Benefits does 
Phase 1 provide? 

• By allowing construction to 
start, US2 can immediately be-
gin remediating a brownfield site 
while creating revenues to fund a 

portion of the City’s $50 million 
Green Line commitment and 
pay the debt service for the city’s 
$63 million Union Square infra-
structure project.  
What are the next steps in the 
process? 

• The filing was submitted to 
MEPA on July 2, 2018. US2 has 
requested an extension of the 
comment period through Au-
gust 24, 2018.
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The Norton Group Real Estate – Rentals
Residential:
Inman / Union Square,	 3-Rms 1-bedrooms updated heated	 Available 8/1	 asking $1,800 heated 
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 2-Rms combo liv/bedrm all new	 Available 9/1	 asking $1,795 htd/hw
Inman Sq. / Union Sq.	 4-Rms 2-bedms all updated	 Available 8/1	 asking $2,350 htd/hw
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 4-Rms 2-bedrooms some updating	 Available 8/1	 asking $2,000
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 3-Rms 1-bedrm, all new, & mod.	 Available 9/1	 asking $2,095
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 3-Rms 1-bedrm all new & mod.	 Available 9/1	 asking $2,095
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 6-Rms 4-bedrm all new & mod.	 Available 9/1	 asking $4,400

Comercial:
Union Square 1200+ sq ft / main level, 500 sq ft/ basement storage	 Available 9/1	 asking $2,900
Lower Broadway Second floor 2000 plus sq ft	 Available now	 asking $2,800

The Norton Group Real Estate • 699 Broadway, Somerville • 617-623-6600
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Data Download with Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone

Finding common ground as we
take on the big challenges

By Joseph A. Curtatone

Special Women’s Health Edition

In late 2017, along with the 
Cambridge Health Alliance, we 
released our joint Wellbeing of 
Somerville Report. The report 
provides an overview of the 
health of city residents across 
the life stages from the womb 
to old age. The data is not only 
fascinating—and in some cas-
es eye opening—it provides 
an informed launching pad for 
our coming community-wide 
dialogue about resident health 
and the steps we want to take 
to improve it. Taking cues from 
our SomerVision process, we're 
hoping to tap into the well of 
creative and compassionate 
thinking we know this commu-
nity is capable of to chart a path 
forward that will benefit us all. 
In short, we’ll be asking you to 

help develop a comprehensive 
Community Health Improve-
ment Plan. Women’s health 
will most certainly be a key 
area of discussion.

Due to persistent gender in-
equality, women and girls still 
face unique social and health 
concerns. Women are more 
likely to be caregivers to others, 
including parents, partners, and 
children, and are less likely to 
have their needs met by health-
care providers and employers. 
It’s our job when creating a 
Community Health Improve-
ment Plan to acknowledge these 
concerns and develop strategies 
to help us close the gap. 

Recently, City staff presented 
data relevant to women’s health 
from the Wellbeing Report to 
the Somerville Commission for 
Women to facilitate a discus-
sion about the data, learn from 
the commissioners own expe-
riences, and identify next steps 
the Commission plans to take 
to help improve the health of 
women and girls in Somerville. 
A sampling of some of that data 
is included below.
Food Security

• From 2010-2015, there was a 
44 percent increase in the num-
ber of female-headed families 

with children accessing SNAP 
benefits, representing 658 
households. 

• As of 2016, 61 percent of 
those eligible for SNAP in 
Somerville weren’t enrolled.

• In 2017, 1,834 Somerville 
residents received WIC benefits.
Employment

• In 2015, 14 percent of U.S. 
mothers age 25-34 took time 
off from careers to raise a family. 
This represents a sharp decrease 
from the 43 percent of mothers 
who did so in 1975. 

• Nationally, 25 percent of 
women who took parental leave 
in the past two years reported a 
negative impact on their careers.
Poverty, Homelessness, and 
Violence

• Of families with a female 
householder and no husband 
present, 43.2 percent of them 
had incomes below poverty lev-
el. This is a 2.6 percent increase 
since 2010 and higher than the 
statewide rate.

• In 2016, 198 domestic assaults 
were recorded in Somerville.

• The Point in Time count 
from January 2017 reported 34 
people sheltered in Somerville, 
30 of whom were female, 13 
with a serious mental illness, 8 
with substance use disorder, and 

20 victims of domestic violence. 
A look across the life spans
Ages 5-18

• Female high school students 
have double the rate of self-harm 
compared to males.

• Girls reported dating violence 
(3.8 percent) at more than twice 
the rate of boys (1.4 percent).

• In 2016, 2.9% of high school 
females and 1.2% of high school 
males self-reported using an-
ti-anxiety or anti-depression 
prescription medication without 
a prescription.
Ages 18-24

• In 2016, 59 women in this 
age group residing in Somerville 
gave birth, a decrease from the 
79 women in this cohort who 
gave birth in 2012. 
Ages 25-39

• The vast majority of births oc-
curring in Somerville happen in 
the young adult age range of 25-40.
Ages 40-64

• Some residents are giving 
birth in their 40s. 

• Breast cancer was the leading 
cause of cancer deaths in Somer-
ville from 2010 to 2012, and the 
majority of cases were found in 
women in this age range.
All childbearing ages

• Of the total of 865 women 
from the area who had postpar-

tum visits at Cambridge Health 
Alliance in 2016, 93.2% were 
screened for postpartum depres-
sion and 4.6% screened positive, 
indicating the need for further 
investigation and/or treatment.
Ages 65+

• The rate for females visiting 
emergency room departments 
for mental disorders has been 
rising steadily.

• Women are more likely to be 
assessed as being frail and at risk 
for injury. 

To view the Wellbeing Re-
port in its entirety, visit www.
somervillema.gov/wellbeing. 
For questions, feedback, or ways 
to get involved, contact Director 
of Health and Human Services 
Doug Kress at dkress@somer-
villema.gov. 

Data-based decision making is at 
the core of how the City of Somer-
ville develops policy and sets prior-
ities. Every day we check the lat-
est 311 stats, and throughout the 
week we meet for in-depth review 
of departmental data and city 
trends. The Data Download col-
umn shares some of the data we’ve 
been reviewing recently, as well as 
interesting updates. To see more 
Somerville Data, visit the online 
Somerville Data Farm at www.
somervillema.gov/datafarm.

By Stephanie Hirsch 
Alderman At-Large

After reading Alderman Con-
nolly’s column last week, I want-
ed to share my view of Somer-
ville after seven months of 
service as an elected official. 

First, here’s what I think Al-
derman Connolly gets right – 
I believe there are divisions in 
our community. And, too of-
ten, groups divide along lines 
of background, class, and gen-
eration. 

He’s also right about our qual-
ity-of-life challenges, especially 
traffic. We can try our best to 
lessen them, but major infra-

structure investments are caus-
ing disruption everywhere. If all 
goes as planned, they’ll eventu-
ally also yield more revenue and 
other benefits. In the meantime 
-- and that meantime looks pret-
ty long -- they are driving people 
crazy. And sitting in traffic – in 
a hot car or on a crowded bus – 
makes even small disagreements 
seem big, and the big ones seem 
insurmountable.

But back to the divisions … 
As Alderman Connolly men-
tions, the last election changed 
our Board. Shivering on the 
street corner on election day 
last November, holding my 
own sign, I listened to the con-
versations of other sign-hold-
ers around me: “When I saw 
turnout at 8 AM, I knew it was 
going to be an upset.” 

Somerville has one of largest 
shares of young people in the 
country (Ranking 48th out of 
3,878 Census places in the US 
of 10K+ in population). And 
last fall, they turned out to vote. 

Over half the voters were people 
who had never voted in a munic-
ipal election before, and most of 
those voters were age 18 to 34. 

As a result, we saw a political 
sea change. In the last election 
the five departing aldermen rep-
resented the Irish, Italian, and 
Portuguese long-time Somer-
ville residents. The newcomers 
more closely match the city’s mix 
of younger people, renters, post-
docs, and transplants. Since 
young people make up 45 per-
cent (and growing) of the pop-
ulation, they will likely continue 
to be our city’s biggest voting 
bloc. Change is in the air.

Is the change a promise or a 
threat? What will we do with 
new leadership? People seem to 
have different theories of change.

One theory of change is that 
with an activist Board and pop-
ulation, we should move fast 
and take bold approaches at 
a time when we need radical 
change, when it’s a race against 
time to save life as we know it. 

If there’s dissent and if people 
feel left out or squeezed out of 
the city, persevere. Somerville 
can test game-changing solu-
tions and that’s worth short-
term conflict. New ideas – once 
tested – will eventually become 
part of the mainstream, and 
we’re in a good position to pio-
neer change. As one person told 
me, “Viva la culture wars.” 

And here’s another theory of 
change…Somerville still has 
an extraordinary diversity. We 
are different in ideology, back-
ground, and income. We live 
close enough to overhear our 
neighbors’ summertime con-
versations or smell what they’re 
cooking for dinner. In a country 
that’s increasingly divided by 
income and ideology, Somer-
ville can test how to create a 
big tent of social change. We 
can look for the ideas that have 
the most overlap in values. We 
can work to build empathy and 
make sure all stories get told. 
When we just can’t agree, we 

can split the difference as best 
we can, with appreciation for 
our neighbor’s sacrifice.

Though I agree there’s division, 
I’ll push back on Alderman Con-
nolly’s argument on its cause. He 
blames division on efforts to find 
affordability solutions, saying 
that they’ll hurt long-time res-
idents. He echoes many of the 
arguments of the Small Proper-
ty Owners Association. SPOA 
sends out very regular emails 
that (I believe) are misleading 
and unsettling. I believe the op-
posite of what SPOA is saying 
– more housing assistance will 
help seniors and long-time own-
ers, most of whom need help. 
Programs may be able to help 
seniors live at home longer, in-
cluding through tax relief, and 
fund efforts to help seniors share 
their properties with their chil-
dren. They may help long-time 
tenants, who can get displaced 
when an older owner needs to 
sell. New funding can help mid-
dle-income Continued on page 17
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at risk. Fraud calls have been received 
from: 516-303-8339; 516-303-8321; 
646-682-0961; and 646-082-6961.

**********************
Demet's Donuts in Medford is getting 
very busy, but those donuts and the large 
variety are like the old Day’s Donuts, 
huge and tasty. Almost a sin facing you 
when you come in for just coffee. It's 
hard to not get that jelly or lemon, not to 
mention the coconut donuts. The Somer-
ville Times is available every Wednesday 
at the donut shop. Stop in, get a coffee 
and few of those delicious donuts, or 
maybe the real – and we mean real – egg 
sandwiches, from real eggs.

**********************
We recently met and welcomed to our 
city a young businessman, the founder 
of NEON energy drinks, Dakota Rea, 
of Oregon, who recently moved here to 
Somerville and just loves it. A young guy 
who is a successful businessman in his 
twenties, he will be attending Harvard 
University, where he will be working to 
receive a PHD in Business. He moved 
into East Somerville and is looking to 
get involved. We welcome all those like 
him to our great city. 

**********************
Miss watching the Board of Alderman 
meetings on TV? You can view them 
in their entirety on Comcast channel 

22, as well as on YouTube. Watch your 
city at work and see how these dedi-
cated members of our community are 
serving you, the public. We can’t say 
this enough, watch the meetings on ei-
ther cable broadcast live, or go online 
to YouTube to watch them. You will 
find some pretty hysterical informa-
tion there about what’s happening in 
the city. This should be required view-
ing for everyone who cares about what 
is happening here. Even the commit-
tee meetings are online. After all, the 
Board of Aldermen is voting to spend 
your money. Wow, the raises some de-
partment heads are getting. Of course, 
those friendly with the mayor are the 
ones that are getting huge ones.

**********************
The City of Somerville is seeking 
volunteers to attend a feedback ses-
sion that will inform improvements 
to SomervilleMA.gov, which re-
launched in December 2016 following 
an extensive and user-centered rede-
sign process. The relaunch brought 
mobile-friendly design, improved 
search and navigation, and new, open 
source technologies to the city’s official 
website. The city is committed to mak-
ing continuous updates and improve-
ments to SomervilleMA.gov so that 
it remains easy to use and up-to-date 

without the need for costly overhauls. 
The user feedback session will be held 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
August 22 in Davis Square. If you 
would like to take part, please fill out 
a brief selection survey at Somerville-
MA.gov/DesignFeedback.

**********************
The Somerville City Club is looking to 
increase its membership. For the time 
being membership is open to any resi-
dent here in the city It's a great organi-
zation that has been around a long time, 
with lots of activities that support local 
charitable groups here. Contact the club 
on Innerbelt Road across from Holiday 
Inn for more details.

**********************
A few weeks ago we ran the centerfold 
on Rosemary’s Italian Garden and re-
ceived a lot of calls telling us they too 
have great gardens here in the city. If you 
are someone that has a great garden or 
something different and unusual that 
you’d like to submit to the paper, along 
with a brief his-tory of it, we would be 
glad to publish it. Email us at news@
thesomervilletimes.com.

**********************
Green Line Extension (GLX) drop-
in Q&A/info table's next sessions are 
Thursday, August 9 from 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m. in Magoun Sq. and Saturday, Au-

gust 11, at the Ignite Festival in Union 
Square. This summer and fall, repre-
sentatives from the City of Somerville 
and the GLX team will be offering op-
portunities for community members to 
ask questions and get answers in person. 
Feel free to swing by and learn more 
about construction, bridge closures, and 
what’s to come for the neighborhood and 
the city as a whole. Learn more about the 
Green Line Extension at somervillema.
gov/GLX.

**********************
Have you thought you’d like to do some 
writing, a little story about Somerville 
as either a newbie or Villen? We have 
about 80K people and we would love 
to hear about your adventures here 
in the city. Maybe you want to write 
about a particular subject like our Bob 
Doherty and Dorothy DiMarzio, or 
like when Jimmy Del Ponte wrote his 
stories about the city (hey, that’s an idea 
– maybe we can talk him into doing a 
little writing again). Or maybe you’d 
like to express your opinion like Bill 
Shelton, as many others have over the 
years. Not just the politicians, but those 
from our community. Give us a call at 
617-666-4010 or email news@the-
somervilletimes.com and tell us about 
your idea. We would love to tell it to the 
rest of Somerville.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
Those in public service to our state must 
be ready willing and able to rise to the oc-
casion when called upon to do so. Each 
one of us, whoever we may be supporting 
in this year’s statewide election, is search-
ing our heart to determine whom we feel 
will best fill those roles.

Most of us seem to be very confident 

that our favored candidates are up to the 
task. Others bemoan a lack of integrity or 
skills required to do the job well among 
those who are running.

Either way, if we feel passionate enough 
in our convictions then it is clearly in-
cumbent on each of us to do our part 
and make sure we make our voices heard 

by voting in the upcoming State Primary 
on September 4.

This means that we must have the fore-
sight and capability to register for voting 
if we have not already done so. The pro-
cess is quick and easy, and is an absolute 
requirement for being allowed to cast 
a vote. There really is no excuse for not 

voting. Registration continues through 
August 15 via the usual means. Specific 
info is available at www.somervillema.
gov/departments/elections.

Let us hope that the those elected will 
rise to the occasion and realize the poten-
tial they may have to become as great as 
others who have gone before them.
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SomerStreets:
Seize the Summer

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos Photos by Bobbie Toner

Seize the Summer, the August installment of the city’s SomerStreets festival, took 
place last Sunday between Davis Square and Teele Square on Holland Street.

SomerStreets is the City of Somerville’s take on the internationally renowned 
Open Streets concept, closing busy city streets to vehicles, and opening them up for 
cycling, walking, dancing, running, and other modes of activity.
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Mayor's 'Old Time' 
Senior Picnic

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos Photos by Claudia Ferro

Last Wednesday, August 1, the Mayor's Annual "Old Time" Senior Picnic took place 
at Powderhouse Park.

The guests enjoyed lunch, dancing, music, entertainment and prizes galore. Mayor 
Curtatone hosted, and many other public officials were also in attendance.
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www.somervillema.com
www.medfordma.com

Want to write local Somerville stories?

Call 617-666-4010

and speak to the Assignment Editor

SPORTS
District Attorney Ryan teaches Somerville 

YMCA campers about summer safety
Middlesex District Attorney 
Marian Ryan recently visit-
ed campers at the Somerville 
YMCA to teach them about 
how they can keep themselves 
and others safe this sum-
mer. District Attorney Ryan 
was joined by Chief of the 
Somerville Fire Department 
Charles Breen.

District Attorney Ryan spoke 
to campers about water, car, win-
dow, bike and fireworks safety; 
highlighting important tips for 
children including: never swim 
alone, call 9-1-1 or notify an 
adult if you see a child alone in 
a car, never play near open win-
dows, always wear a bike helmet, 
and never play with fireworks 
or sparklers. District Attorney 

Ryan also talked about good de-
cision making, and offered tips 
on how to avoid dangerous sit-
uations.

After the talk the campers 
played a game of Summer Safety 
Jeopardy to show off what they 
learned. At the conclusion of the 
game District Attorney Ryan 
called upon campers to be Sum-
mer Safety Ambassadors, and 
to share the information they 
learned with family, especially 
with siblings and cousins.

The visit was part of the 
MDAO county-wide summer 
safety initiative which focuses on 
averting preventable deaths of 
children by informing children, 
parents, guardians and caretak-
ers about ways to keep children 

safe during the summer.
Three of these priorities in-

clude: reminding parents to ac-
tively supervise children around 
water, to never swim alone and 
to learn to recognize the signs 
of drowning; highlighting that 
preventing falls out of windows 

is as important as learning how 
to exit through one in an emer-
gency; and raising awareness 
about  how to keep children safe 
in and around cars, parents and 
caregivers should never leave 
children alone in a parked vehi-
cle even when they are asleep or 

restrained and even if the win-
dows are open.

More information and re-
sources can be downloaded 
here: http://middlesexda.com/
prevention/safe-babies-safe-
kids.php.

— Somerville YMCA

Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan offered valuable safety tips to Somerville YMCA campers this summer.

Ms. Cam’s

#640Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What electronic mu-
sical instrument makes 
sounds without having to 
touch it?

2.  When was MTV 
launched?

3.  What were the first 
words spoken on MTV?

4.  "LEGO" is an abbrevi-
ation of the two Danish 
words "leg godt" – what 
is the meaning of those 
words?

5.  Who created the first 
hair dryer?

6.  What boxer caused 
Muhammad Ali's first 
professional defeat?

7.  Who wrote the song 
Thank Heaven for Little 
Girls?

8.  What stage name is 
musician Michael Lee 
Aday better known as?

9.  How much was a 
McDonald's hamburger 
when they first started in 
business?

10.  When is Mickey 
Mouse's birthday?

11.  Which sister has won 
more tennis Grand Slam 
titles,Venus or Serena 
Williams?

12.  What president 
appears on the United 
States $50 bill?

Answers on page 17

Somerville community groups set sail 
with Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

In July, 4 groups from Somerville community organizations including the Somerville YMCA, 
Mystic Learning Center, and The Welcome Project, climbed aboard the Bay State Cruise Com-
pany’s flagship Provincetown II to Georges Island, for one of Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s free 
All Access Boston Harbor cruises.
These youths started the trips cruising the cool, clean waters of the Boston Harbor, learning sea 
chanteys and history about the Harbor cleanup. Once on Georges Island, these Somerville groups 
spent the day fishing, crabbing, and exploring Boston’s spectacular urban natural resources. 
“What a great way to spend a summer day,” said Bruce Berman, Director of Strategy and Com-
munications at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay. “The Harbor Islands are truly Boston’s treasure, 
and we’re certain that the more than 10,000 kids and families that will attend these free trips this 
year will agree.”
Save the Harbor’s free trips allow young people from all Boston’s neighborhoods, and from 40 
cities and towns across the region, to experience the Boston Harbor Islands State and National 
Park where they can fully learn, explore, and enjoy all that the islands and harbor have to offer.
For more information about Save the Harbor/Save the Bay, visit their website at www.savetheharbor.
org, their blog Sea, Sand & Sky at www.blog.savetheharbor.org or follow their social @savetheharbor.
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010
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TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010 • FAX: 617.628.0422

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) shall hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, August 21, 2018 at 6:40 p.m. in the Third Floor 
Community Room, at the Visiting Nurses Association (259 Lowell 
Street) regarding proposals by 1) Michael Tokatlyan to demolish 
a c.1892 wood-frame stable and shed at 55 Prescott Street; and 2) 
346 Somerville Avenue LLC to demolish c. 1910 masonry commercial 
building at 344-346 Somerville Avenue.

The subject of the hearings will be a review of the initial determi-
nation by the HPC that under the City of Somerville Zoning Ordi-
nance Section 7-28b(2), the structure is considered “Significant.” 
Public testimony followed by discussion and a vote by the Commis-
sion will be taken regarding if the building should be “Preferably 
Preserved.” For further information, please contact (617) 625-6600 
x 2500 or historic@somervillema.gov.

8/1/18, 8/8/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, August 22, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the Aldermanic 
Chambers, 2nd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.

*** Cases are sometimes postponed to later dates. To sign up for emails to inform you of a change of hearing date for a project near you, please 
use the URL associated with your address of interest that appears at the end of this legal notification.***

*****
8-10 Ware Street (ZBA 2018-80): Applicant’s and Owner’s, Sara Lehrhoff Gehling and Victor Gehling, seek a Variance under §5.5 and §8.5 to con-
struct an addition to the side and rear of the existing structure. RA Zone. Ward 7. 

46 Laurel Street (ZBA 2018-98): Applicant, Christopher Burgholzer, and Owner, Warren L. Hirst and Catherine A. Hirst, Trustees of the Hirst Realty 
Trust, seek a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 to alter a nonconforming structure by constructing an addition in the rear of the four-unit dwelling 
and A Special Permit under SZO §9.13 for parking relief. RB Zone. Ward 2.

12 Avon Street (ZBA 2018-96): Applicant and Owner, Donal Waide, seeks a special Permit under §4.4.1 of the SZO to add a dormer within the 
non-conforming right side yard setback as part of a project to finish the attic. RA zone. Ward 3.

45 Kent Street (ZBA 2017-90) (re-advertise): Owner and Applicant, Angela Schifano, seeks Special Permits under §7.11 of the SZO to increase the 
number of units from two to three; under §4.4.1 to increase the non-conforming left side yard setback, and for an upward extension of both the 
non-conforming rear and non-conforming left side yard setbacks by increasing the height of the building by approximately 10 feet; to increase the 
FAR and GFA by more than 25%;  Parking relief under Article 9 of the SZO. RC zone. Ward 2.

***
8-10 Ware St: http://eepurl.com/dDrsF5 
46 Laurel St: http://eepurl.com/dDrtxP 
12 Avon St: http://eepurl.com/dDsD1T
45 Kent St: http://eepurl.com/dDsFkT

Submittals may be viewed in-person in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located on the third floor of City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30pm www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. 

As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda on the City’s website or call before attending a meeting. Continued cases will 
not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments 
by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: George Proakis, Planning Director
As published in The Somerville Times on 8/8/18 & 8/22/18

8/8/18 The Somerville Times

FRIENDS OF THE
COMMUNITY GROWING CENTER

CPA 18 - 01
The Friends of the Community Growing Center invites sealed bids for:

Renovation of the Community Growing Center – Re-Bid
22 Vinal Ave, Somerville, MA 02143

Bid packages may be obtained online at: https://tinyurl.com/y7dq5e4e
beginning on Monday, July 30, 2018. An optional pre-bid site visit will 
be held on Tuesday, August 14, at 10am at the Growing Center on Vinal 
Ave.  Hard copies are not available.

Sealed general bids will be received until Friday, August 24, 2018 at 
11:00am. Late bids will not be considered. The Friends of the Commu-
nity Growing Center reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in their sole judgment, the best interest of the FCGC would be served 
by so doing.

In general, the work includes demolition and site improvements relat-
ed to plant materials, grading, fencing, paving, curbing, rough stone 
masonry, water and electrical service.  The work also includes coop-
eration with the Somerville High School vocational classes, who will 
be constructing and installing wood and metal elements in conjunc-
tion with this work.

Please contact Andrew Leonard at 781-641-0750, or email aleonard@
leonarddesign.info for information and the bid package.

Andrew Leonard
Leonard Design Associates

8/8/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFA -19-11
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

sealed bids for:
City of Somerville contracted vendors for

Request for Application - SNOW PLOWING
(November 2018 – June 2020)

Potential vendors may obtain a Request for Application (RFA) packet 
at the Purchasing Department, City Hall (first floor), 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143 OR online via the department’s website: https://
www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing

RFI packets are available for pick-up or download from Tuesday Au-
gust 14th 2018.

Vendors must return their completed and sealed RFA packet by
Monday, September 14th 2018, at 12:00 noon

8/8/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFQ 19-14
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed proposals for:

School Recycling Program Development & Management

Bid packages for may be obtained online at https://www.somerville-
ma.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or may be picked up at the 
Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
First Floor, Somerville, MA 02143 beginning on Wednesday August 
8th, 2018

Sealed bids will be received until Wednesday August 22nd at 11:00am. 
Late bids will not be considered. The Purchasing Director reserves 
the right to reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best 
interest of the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please contact Michael Richards at 617-625-6600 x 3403, or email 
mrichards@somervillema.gov for information and the bid package.

Michael Richards
Assistant Purchasing Director

8/8/18 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

MIDDLESEX Division	 Docket No. MI18D2360DR

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION AND MAILING

Hernan Escobar       vs.       Sonia  Martinez

To Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown of the Marriage 1B

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has been entered in this matter pre-
venting you from taking any action which would negatively impact the 
current financial status of either party .SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411

You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon:
Kevin Patrick MacMurray, Esq.
MacMurray & Associates
Two Center Plaza
Suite 550
Boston, MA 02108

your answer, if any on or before 09/06/2018. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this action. You 
are also required to file a copy of your answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.

Witness, Hon. Edward F Donnelly, Jr., First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 26, 2018.
Tara E. De Christofaro

Register of Probate

8/8/18 The Somerville Times

Final Henry Hansen Park Redesign Community Meeting
Please join Somerville Commissioner of Veterans’ Services Bryan Bishop, Ward 5 Alderman Mark Niedergang, and project design team CBA Landscape Architects on 
Tuesday, August 21, for the final community meeting to discuss the redesign of Henry Hansen Park. The community meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the third floor 
conference room of the Visiting Nurse Association, 259 Lowell Street. The design team will present the final design concept for the park redesign. For more information, 
please contact Somerville Veterans’ Services at 617-625-6600 x4700 orveterans@somervillema.gov. Henry Hansen Park, located at the corner of Medford St. and Par-
tridge Ave., honors Sergeant Henry O. “Hank” Hansen, a Magoun Square resident killed in action just one week after participating in the first flag-raising on Iwo Jima’s 
Mount Suribachi. The current Park features a garden, benches, a granite memorial tablet and a sculpture “tree” bearing information about World War II.



residents stay, including our 
municipal and school district 
employees. Sinking affordability 
strategies mainly benefits devel-
opers. Almost half of our prop-
erties are owned as investments, 
instead of as primary homes, 
and that pattern frustrates res-
idents across all demographics.

It’s not the affordability efforts, 
I think, that divide us, but the 
cultural divisions and challenges 
of finding common ground. And 
to fix that, I’ll challenge myself 
to redouble efforts and take 
more responsibility, especially 
since—at least in this cycle of 
governance – we carry the baton. 

I hope both theories of change 
will continue to inform our 
thinking – and I appreciate the 
different perspectives my col-
leagues and neighbors bring. 
For myself, I will keep trying to 
balance the two approaches, but 
will try to double down on the 
bridge building with these goals:

• Make sure every voice mat-
ters. As an elected official, I need 
to spend an equal amount of time 
with each demographic group 
and take to heart their worries, 
whether or not they’ll earn me 
the majority of votes. The Small 

Property Owners Association 
message is catching on because 
more work needs to be done to 
build a local consensus. In gener-
al, we need to keep making sure 
our initiatives benefit their big-
gest critics, and we need to build 
feedback into our solutions.

• Accept that people are differ-
ent. I encourage us all to with-
hold judgement when the mat-
ter is trivial – it doesn’t really 
matter if one person is wearing 
a man bun or riding an adult 
scooter, and another is drink-
ing bottled water or using snow 
space saver. One neighbor’s go-
ing to love Porchfest, and an-
other one will hate it. Worrying 
about those differences gets in 
the way of making progress on 
the big stuff. And people’s ac-
tual behavior sometimes defies 
the political boxes we may want 
to put them in. For example, 
even as our share of bike-loving 
high-income households grows, 
the number of cars is increasing. 
Or, for example, usually school 
districts with the most high-in-
come households (including 
those with many liberal demo-
crats) have higher private school 
enrollment. As it turns out, mid-

dle-income households seem 
to be better at attending in-
come-integrated public schools 
or sharing a car. 

• Form friendships and prac-
tice forgiveness. We need to con-
tinue to encourage friendships 
across all different stakeholder 
groups. When we understand 
why someone believes what 
they do, it can increase empa-
thy. Living in community means 
practicing forgiveness every day 
-- even multiple times a day. I 
always remind myself that every 
demographic group has an equal 
share of types of people – of the 
naysayers, the bridge builders, 
and of the community champi-
ons. Here’s hoping we all have a 
chance to make a friend from a 
different demographic, to laugh 
over our Porchfest preferenc-
es, and to look for the common 
ground on the big issues. 

• Look for the win-wins. When 
we as a community have more 
information, we are more likely 
to find agreement or find a solu-
tion that works for more people. 
Let’s use our best analytical tools 
to find solutions that work for 
the most people and to explain 
how they work.

• Keep an open mind. I be-
lieve we should allow alignments 
to shift to try to get at new (if 
hard) solutions, even if it means 
unease or impermanence among 
coalitions or platforms.

I appreciate Alderman Con-
nolly’s pointing out the chal-
lenge, and I appreciate the many 
years of service and many ways 
he has shaped Somerville. But I 
believe the solution lies in work-
ing together even harder to find 
those common points, and I 

hope everyone – including opin-
ion leaders like Jack – will be 
part of that solution. 

I believe that holding onto our 
diversity in Somerville – in-
cluding of age, background, and 
ideology – models a solution 
to what our nation needs. If we 
can take on some of the most 
radical ideas to help the most 
people, and avoid too much 
bloodshed from culture wars, 
then we will be even more of a 
balm for troubled times.
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Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Theremin

2.  August 1, 1981

3.  "Ladies and gentlemen, 
rock and roll.”

4.  "Play well"

5.  Alexander F. "Beau" 
Godefroy in his French sa-
lon in 1890

6.  Joe Frazier

7.  Alan Jay Lerner and 
Frederick Loewe

8.  Meat Loaf

9.  15 cents

10.  November 18

11.  Serena Williams

12.  U.S. President Ulysses 
S. Grant

From on page 14

Finding common ground as we take on the big challenges   CONT. FROM PG 10

Department of Public Health awards $6 million to Massachusetts 
communities for tobacco control and prevention

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) is awarding more than $6 million over the next four 
years to prevent nicotine use and improve public health. The funding will strengthen capacity in 182 cities and 
towns to enact and enforce policies, systems, and environmental changes that reduce tobacco use, protect the 
public from secondhand smoke and youth from exposure to tobacco and vaping industry tactics.

“Massachusetts continues to develop comprehensive approaches to reduce tobacco and nicotine use among 
young people and adults,” said Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders. “Local communities 
throughout the state will use this funding to build and strengthen their efforts to educate the public about the 
health effects of tobacco use and exposure to secondhand smoke, and direct individuals to cessation resources.”

The funding, a combination of state and federal dollars, will help local communities establish and maintain 
comprehensive tobacco control programs based on the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Best 
Practices designed to:

· Protect youth from exposure to tobacco and vaping industry tactics and prevent youth initiation of tobacco/
  nicotine use

· Protect residents from secondhand smoke

· Ensure all Massachusetts users of tobacco/nicotine have access to cessation resources

· Identify tobacco-related disparities and target efforts toward those disproportionately affected

“For more than 20 years, DPH’s efforts have resulted in significant progress in preventing tobacco use and helping smokers quit for good,” said Public Health Commis-
sioner Monica Bharel M.D, MPH. “Despite this progress, these awards come at a time when vaping rates among youth are 9 times higher than adults.”

On July 27, Governor Baker signed H4486, An Act protecting youth from the health risks of tobacco and nicotine addiction, which raises the legal age to buy tobacco 
products statewide from 18 to 21. The new law broadens existing prohibitions on public smoking to include e-cigarettes and prohibits the use of tobacco products on the 
grounds of any public or private primary, secondary, or vocational school. Additionally, pharmacies, hospitals, or other entities that offer health care services or employ any 
licensed health care providers are prohibited from selling tobacco products.

Earlier this month, DPH launched its first statewide public information campaign to educate parents of middle and high school-aged children about the dangers of vape 
pens and e-cigarettes. The campaign, The New Look of Nicotine Addiction, seeks to spread the word that these high-tech products are harmful and that they contain 
nicotine which can damage a teenager’s developing brain and lead to addiction.

To learn more about DPH’s comprehensive approach to reduce the health and economic burden of tobacco use visit www.mass.gov/dph/mtcp.

 Follow us on Twitter
 @somervilletimes



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|August 8
East Branch Library
Story Time 
11 a.m. - 11:45|115 Broadway

Central Library
Pajama Storytime Puppet Show 
with Gloria 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Thursday|August 9
SOMERMOVIE FEST
The Karate Kid (1984) 
Dusk| Baxter Park| Assembly Row 
& Great River Rd| free 

Central Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 
year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 
TELL (Teen Library Leaders) 
Meeting 
3 p.m.-5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

West Branch Library
Lego Club! 
3:30 p.m.-5 p.m.|40 College Ave

East Branch Library
Stuffed Animal Sleepover! 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|115 Broad-
way

Friday|August 10
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

East Branch Library
Pop Up Play Group! 
10:30 a.m..-11:30 a.m.|115 
Broadway

Saturday|August 11
Central Library
Paper crafts, scrapbooking, card-
making 
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Monday|August 13
East Branch Library
LEGO CLUB at East! 
12 p.m.- 4 p.m.|115 Broadway

West Branch Library
Movie Night 
4 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|40 College Ave

Tuesday|August 14
West Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|40 College 
Ave

East Branch Library
Paws to Read! 
3 p.m.-4 p.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Middle School Summer Writers' 
Den 
5:30 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Wednesday|August 15
East Branch Library
DPW's Touch-a-Truck Story Time 
@ East 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

West Branch Library
Good CRAFTernoon 
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|40 College 
Ave

Central Library

Summer Reading Club Awards! 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Family Movie on the Lawn: Coco 
7 p.m.-9 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|August 8
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian 
O’Donovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" 
on WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
Alien Ultrasound, Tupelo Junc-
tion|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Young Frontier 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Thursday|August 9
Sally O’Brien’s
Trick Wallace Trio, Asa Brebner & 
The Naked 'I's 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Scattershots|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
LUX w/ the Cosmic Vultures 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Russ Gershon Trio Special Edition 
with Rick McLaughlin and Luther 
Gray 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at Armory
Pub Sing 
7 p.m.|Café |191 Highland Ave

Friday|August 10
Sally O’Brien’s
Johnny Mac & The Local Forecast 
|6 p.m.  
HearNowLive presents Halley 
Trapella, Krush Acoustic, Water   
$10 cover|9:30 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Backroom Series with Tom 
Bianchi 
Damn Tall Buildings|7 p.m. 
Young Love and the Thrills|10 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 

Queen and the Savage Kings 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Soul City (Soul/Funk/Dance)|8 
p.m. 
379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Boycott & Extraordinary Rendi-
tion Band 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Sh!t-Faced Shakespeare: Romeo 
& Juliet|7 p.m. 
Dirty Disney|9 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Saturday|August 11
Sally O’Brien’s
Tom Hagerty Band |6 p.m.  
The Kenny Brothers, Ryan Martin, 
The Mairzy Doats, Bad Larrys   
$10 cover |9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Three At Home, JBJ & Blended 
Family|7 p.m. 
Spittin Vinnies|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Shiver, Arms and Ears, Kid Disas-
ter, Jude Ivy 
9 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave	

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Cait and the Critters 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Kerplunk!|11 a.m. 
Sh!t-Faced Shakespeare: The 
Taming of the Shrew|7 p.m. 
255 Elm St 

Sunday|August 12
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
The Natural Wonders|4:30 p.m 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Beatles Brunch 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Backroom series with Tom Bian-
chi|7 p.m. 
Ukulele Workshop With Victoria 
Vox|3 p.m. 
Victoria Vox, Julia Mark and Joan-
na Schubert|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar

Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Americana Sundays w/ The Living 
Wage 7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
BYOP: Tail 
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Monday|August 13
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Com-
edy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Back Room:  
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Live Music 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Voter Registration Drive 
8 a.m.- 6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland 
Ave

Tuesday|August 14
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
SYM Tuesdays   $5 cover  
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swingers 
Swing/Jazz|8:30 p.m. 
Open Mic Night with Aaron 
Yang|10 p.m. 
Silver Arrow Band|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Ghetto People Band 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Wednesday|August 15
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian 
O’Donovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" 
on WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
Old Blind Dogs|7:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar

65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez  
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Noise Floor Sessions with Max-
well Bailey 
7:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|August 8
Central Library
Listening Circle Workshop 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday| August 9
Central Library
Meeting Somerville Ad Hoc 
Working Group on Privacy and 
Security 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
Drop In Craft Night 
6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.|115 Broad-
way

West Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|40 College Ave

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave 
(Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|August 11
Union Square Farmers Market
9 a.m.-1 p.m.|Union Sq Plaza

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets 
meet weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|August 12
Fourth Step to Freedom Al-
Anon Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in 
basement

Monday|August 13
Central Library
Creative Drama Workshop with 
Laurie! 4 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Somerville Commission for Wom-
en - Education Subcommittee 
meeting 
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 
Club 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
English at the Library! 
6 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

Tuesday|August 14
Central Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Wednesday|August 15
Central Library
Listening Circle Workshop 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

• • • • VILLENS ON THE TOWN • • • •
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation.
CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES
Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 
Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway 
(East Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2335 Fax: 617-625-1414
Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
617- 666-5223
Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street 
(between Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851
ONGOING PROGRAMS
Join the SCOA’s email group – The email group is for 
Somerville Council on Aging Seniors and / or Care-
givers who are interested in the latest information on 
resources, events, programming, etc…in and around 
the Somerville area. Use the link https://groups.google.
com/group/somerville-council-on-aging - If you have 
any questions or need help joining please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov
Silver Alert Program – The Somerville Council on Aging 
with the Somerville Police Department have implement-
ed a program to take a proactive approach towards 
protecting some of Somerville’s most vulnerable citizens 
who suffer with serious cognitive impairments that put 
them at risk for wandering and getting lost. The Silver 
Alert Program is designed to collect specific information 
about a potential missing person, along with photo 
identification. This confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event a loved one is 
reported missing. Please contact the SCOA at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 for additional information or to register. 
Free Groceries Every Month? – You may be eligible for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program! CSFP is a 
once a month food distribution for individuals 60 years 
of age or older. You may be eligible to receive two free 
bags of food once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products. Proof of identity and age are all that is 
required to apply. Must apply beforehand. Pick up at the 
Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 New Washington Street on the 
4th Thursday of every month unless otherwise specified. 
For more information or to apply please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 – applications are available at the front 
desk of our Holland Street Center.
Friendly Caller Program – Do you know someone 
who could benefit from a friendly call? Maybe you are 
feeling isolated and want someone to talk to – or you 
just want someone to listen. Please call Natasha at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2317 to sign up for our “Friendly 
Caller” Program.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Summer Bowling Dates – Starting Wednesday, July 
11th and running to Wednesday, August 22nd from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Flatbreads. $3 includes bowl-
ing and shoes. For additional information, questions or 
to reserve your spot please call Debby Higgins at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2321.
The Music Man – Thursday, August 9th is sold out. Wait 
list only.
LGBTQ Monthly Lunch – Wednesday, August 15th – 
11:30 a.m. at our Holland Street Center Bring a friend 
– all are welcome. RSVP to Debby Higgins by calling 
617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or emailing her at DHiggins@
Somervillema.gov. 
Twin River Casino – Monday, August 20th - $25 – 
Check in time is 8:00 a.m. at Holland and 8:15 a.m. at 
Ralph & Jenny with an approximate return time of 6:00 
p.m. For additional information, questions or to reserve 
your spot please contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.
Walmart & Jimmy’s Steer House – Wednesday, August 
22nd - $10 – Check in time is 10:00 a.m. at Holland 
Street with an approximate return time of 3:00 p.m. 
Shop at Walmart – eat at Jimmy’s. For additional in-

formation, questions or to reserve your spot please call 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.
Howie Conley & The Memory Laners – Tuesday, 
August 28th - $10 per person due at time of reservation. 
A special lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. followed by 
the performance at 1:00 p.m. - . For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your spot please call 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.
Revere Beach – Wednesday, August 29th is SOLD OUT.
Breakfast at Renee’s – Friday, August 31st starting at 
8:30 a.m. at Renee’s Café located at 198 Holland Street. 
Seating is limited, RSVP a MUST and there is a cost that 
has yet to be determined. For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.
Mohegan by Day Foxwoods Overnight – Wednes-
day & Thursday, September 5th & 6th – is sold out. 
Wait list only.
Paint Day – Wednesday, September 12th starting at 
9:30 a.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9 
New Washington Street. $10 per person due at time of 
reservation. Space is limited, no experience necessary 
and lunch & bingo to follow. For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please contact Connie 
by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.
Peace Breakfast – Friday, September 21st at our 
Holland Street Center from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Join us for a continental breakfast to celebrate Peace 
Day. RSVP a must. For additional information, ques-
tions or to reserve your spot please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.
Washington, DC – Monday, October 1st to Friday, 
October 5th - 5 days and 4 nights - $619 per person 
double or $869 single includes transportation, lodg-
ing, 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners, visit Arlington National 
Cemetery, National Air & Space Museum, Illumination 
tour of monuments and so much more. For additional 
information, questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.
Christmas Gift Glass Art with Linda Cohen – Tuesdays, 
October 16th, 23rd and 30th at our Holland Street Cen-
ter. Class size is limited. All supplies will be provided. For 
additional information, questions or to reserve your spot 
please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300
New York City – October 26th to October 28th – 3 
days and 2 nights $254 per person double or $368 per 
person single – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Macy’s and much 
more. Seats sell fast and are very limited. Check-in at 
Ralph & Jenny at 6:45 a.m. on Friday with an approxi-
mate return time of 4:00 p.m. on Sunday. For additional 
information, questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.
Lancaster, PA – Monday, November 5th to Thursday, 
November 8th is SOLD OUT. Wait list only.
Blood Pressure Screening – Cross Street Center located 
at 165 Broadway. Scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of 
each month: August 16th, September 20th, October 
11th, November 8th and December 13th. If you require 
additional information please contact Debby Higgins at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somerville-
ma.gov
Blood Pressure Screening – Holland Street Center 
located at 167 Holland Street. Scheduled for the 1st 
Thursday of each month: August 9th, September 13th, 
October 4th, November 1st and December 6th. If you 
require additional information please contact Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@
somervillema.gov
Blood Pressure Screening – Ralph & Jenny Center 
located at 1 New Washington Street. Scheduled for the 
3rd Thursday of each month: July 26th, August 23rd, 
September 27th, October 18th, November 15th and 
December 20th. If you require additional information 
please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov
LGBTQ EVENTS
LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness Class is Thursday 
evenings starting at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - 
scholarships available & it just might be covered under 
your insurance. We have available slots and would 
love to have you. If you have any questions or require 
additional information, please contact our Health & 
Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kowaleski at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2315.
LGBTQ Lunch – Come, relax, enjoy lunch and talk with 
your peers. Scheduled lunch dates for 2018 are August 
15th, September 19th, October 17th, November 14th 
and December 12th.
WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHED-
ULE (Please cut out and save)
Monday:
Keep Moving Walking Club** - 9:00 a.m. (H) 

Tai Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 
Tuesday:
Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. (H)
$3 per class (H) 
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C) 
Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 
Wednesdays:
Fit-4-Life Group A (exercise) - 9:00 a.m. (H)
Fit-4-Life Group B (nutrition) - 9 a.m. (H)
Fit-4-Life Group B (exercise) - 10:00 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group C (nutrition) - noon (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H) 
Zumba 4 All - 5:15 p.m. - $3/class (H)
Thursdays:
Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life - 11:15 a.m. (C) 
LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)
Fridays:
Fit-4-Life Group A - 9:00 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group A (nutrition) 10:00 a.m. (H)
Adventure Group – Please call for details
*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration
HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION
Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group self-facili-
tates. Group members choose both fiction and non-fic-
tion titles on a quarterly basis. Books are available on 
reserve at the Central Branch of the Somerville Library. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2300 The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware 
on Friday, July 20th.
Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call Ashley at 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.
Conversations of the Heart – Meets bi-monthly on 
Mondays from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. at our Holland Street 
Center. Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Nata-
sha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.
CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION
Coffee & Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Maureen 
Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy Francis, Cross 
Street Center Volunteer, work together to facilitate this 
group. Come meet people from all over the world and 
join in the discussion of a different topic every day. Con-
versation is followed by the Fit-4-Life exercise program 
and then lunch. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.
Arts & Crafts – Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
each month starting January 11th - from 1:00 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Join us in a relaxing atmosphere as we 
learn about a wide range of arts & crafts from weav-
ing to watercolor pencils. Maureen Bastardi, Program 
Coordinator facilitates this group. Must call a week in 
advance if you plan on attending. This is necessary to 
ensure we have enough material for everyone. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Maureen at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335.
Game Hour – Every Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m. 
at our Cross Street Center. Join us for lunch and activi-
ties. Immediately following lunch we will have a “Game 
Hour.” Yahtzee, Sorry, Jenga, Cards, Scrabble, Check-
ers, Clue, Qwirkle, Dominoes, Uno & Connect 4 are 
available to play. Community Cooks provides us with a 
family style lunch on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays and Food 
Services provides us with lunch on the off days. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Maureen at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335.
RALPH & JENNY GROUP INFORMATION
Knitting Blankets – Every Tuesday & Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Join us as we knit blankets for 
babies. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Judy at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What's a foodie's favorite weather pattern?
A McFlurry

Classic Movie Nights
through August

For the month of August, Somerville Media Center brings you Cinema Somer-
ville Outdoor Movies: CLASSICS.

Cinema Somerville is a popup movie series, free to the public and family friend-
ly. All these movies are held at The Somerville Community Growing Center, 22 
Vinal Ave.

These outdoor movie screenings start at 7:30 p.m. with a BYOPicnic and will 
play at 8:30 p.m. (dusk). Seating is limited; moviegoers are encouraged to bring 
their own portable seats, blankets, and lawn chairs.

AUGUST LINEUP:

• Thursday, Aug 9: “The Little Shop of Horrors“ (1960)

• Thursday, Aug 16: Charlie Chaplin Marathon

• Thursday, Aug 23: Classic and Retro Cartoons and Commercials

For more information on Cinema Somerville, please visit www.somervilleme-
dia.org or call 617.628.8826. In case of inclement weather, movie night will be 
cancelled. Check website or social media for up-to-date information.

Prospect, Winter and Spring Hills 
and the Isaac Royall House near Tufts 
University. Here, much enthusiasm 
was drawn for his popular poems such 
as Paul Revere’s Ride, The Courtship 
of Miles Standish and Evangeline. He 
was a brilliant scholar who was fluent 
in several languages. He was the first 
to translate Dante’s Divine Come-
dy and gave courses on the subject at 
Harvard. Charles Dickens and Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln were among his 
many admirers. 

Longfellow’s cousin, surveyor Alexan-
der Wadsworth, was best known for his 

work on the Mount Auburn Cemetery 
in Cambridge, which was the first ru-
ral cemetery in America. He also plot-
ted out a large section of Somerville’s 
Spring Hill. Craigie Street honors Crai-
gie House, Longfellow’s home. Dante 
Terrace, which is the home of the old 
Dante Club, also reminds us of Long-
fellow and his work. 

Today a five-year $300 million-dollar 
reconstruction of the beautiful 110-year 
old Longfellow Bridge over the Charles 
River is complete. We continue to give 
laurels to one of New England’s most 
popular poets.

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 8
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Compet-
itive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
416-2330.

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
- Get FAA Technician certifica-
tion. Approved for military ben-
efits. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-453-6204

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - 
ONLINE TRAINING AVAILABLE! 
Take the first step into a new 
career! Call now: 855-669-2185

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real Estate 
Agents needed: Very busy 
Somerville based office in need 
of additional agents, no fee 
referrals, Sales & Rentals, Part 
time or Full Time. work from 
home online, full office back 
up and highest paid no strings 
commissions. Call for private 
interview 617 623-6600 ask for 
Donald.

FINANCIAL

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? Tired 
of the calls? We can Help! 
$500 free consultation! We can 
STOP the garnishments! FREE 
Consultation Call Today 1-855-
823-4189

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 
in 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call National Debt 
Relief at 866-243-0510.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out 
to the beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? If you have 
insurance, you may qualify 
for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliv-
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 
1-800-732-0442

Generic VIAGRA 100mg Ge-
neric CIALIS 20mg. 80 for $99 
GREAT DEAL!!!! FAST FREE 
SHIPPING! 100% money back 
GUARANTEE! CALL NOW 888-

669-9343. Se habla espanol.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Es-
panol

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliver-
ies. The All-New Inogen One 
G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 844-
558-7482

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127.

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER-
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.)
No term agreement. Fast 
Downloads! PLUS Ask about 
our Triple Play (TV-Voice-Inter-
net) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 
yrs.!) Call 1-844-835-5117

DEALING WITH WATER DAM-
AGE requires immediate 
action. Local professionals that 
respond immediately. Nation-
wide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367

INVENTORS-FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Devel-
opment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 1-855-
380-5976 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if 
you can't reach a phone! FREE 
brochure. CALL 800-457-1917

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? 
If so, you and your family may 
be entitled to a significant cash 
award. Call 800-364-0517 to 
learn more. No risk. No money 
out of pocket.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S PRE-
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and 
Peace of Mind. No Long Term 
Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-844-892-1017

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB 
#1 Selling Walk-in tub in No. 
America. BBB Accredited. 
Arthritis Foundation Commen-
dation. Therapeutic Jets. Mic-
roSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Amer-
ican Made. Call 855-400-0439 
for up to $1500. Off.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract up 
to $500.! 1-844-592-9018

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call 
now for $250. OFF your stairlift 
purchase and FREE DVD & 
brochure! 1-844-286-0854

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO 
INJURY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social Secu-
rity Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide 1-800-586-7449. 
Mail: 2420 N. St. NW, Washing-
ton DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993 

Attention VIAGRA and CIALIS 
Users! Satisfy Your Partner! 
Today's SPECIAL: 120 pills 
$99, 180 pills $150. All Generic. 
100% Guaranteed! FAST FREE 
Shipping. CALL NOW: 888-885-
4096 

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you 
have Medicare coverage, call 
Verus Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no 
cost in minutes. Home Deliv-
ery, Healthy Sleep Guide and 
More - FREE! Our customer 
care agents await your call. 
1-844-545-9175

Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, out 
of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote 
on your Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-1639 for 
Information. No Risk. No Mon-
ey Out Of Pocket.

Make a Connection. Real Peo-
ple, Flirty Chat. Meet singles 
right now! Call LiveLinks. Try 
it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/
boilermaker/pipefitter etc) and 
recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You may be enti-
tled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free consultation! 
877-781-1769

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Medical Guardian - 24/7 
Medical Alert Monitoring. 
FREE Equipment, Activation 
& Shipping. NO Long-Term 
Contract. 30-Day Money Back 
Guarantee! Two FREE Months 
w/Annual Subscription (Use 
Code JULY4). CALL for FREE 
Brochure 1-855-666-3269

Do you owe more that $5000 in 
Tax Debt? Call Wells & Associ-
ates INC. We solve Tax Prob-
lems! Personal or Business! 
IRS, State and Local. 30 years 
in Business! Call NOW for a 
free consultations at an office 
near you. 1-877-242-6911

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 

the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-855-498-6323 [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease custom-
ers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-
610-4790

Call Empire TodayÂ® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-374-0013

Start Saving BIG On Medica-
tions! Up To 90% Savings from 
90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medi-
cations Available! Prescriptions 
Req'd. Pharmacy Checker 
Approved. CALL Today for Your 
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-652-
9304

HOTELS FOR HEROES – to find 
out more about how you can 
help our service members, 
veterans and their families in 
their time of need, visit the 
Fisher House website at www.
fisherhouse.org

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find 
senior living. Our trusted, local 
advisors help find solutions to 
your unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 855-741-7459

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply 1-800-718-1593

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150 FREE 
shipping. NO prescriptions 
needed. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-888-278-6168

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 866-951-7214

HOME SECURITY - Leading 
smart home provider Vivint 
Smart Home has an offer just 
for you. Call 888-508-5259 to 
get a professionally installed 

home security system with $0 
activation.

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG 
KILLER! Professional Exter-
minator Formula. Available: 
Hardware Stores BUY ONLINE: 
homedepot.com

Make a Connection. Real Peo-
ple, Flirty Chat. Meet singles 
right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it 
FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-
9447 18+ 

INVENTORS - FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Devel-
opment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 1-888-
501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you 
behind paying your MORT-
GAGE? Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening 
foreclosure? CALL Homeown-
er's Relief Line now for Help! 
855-794-7358

DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-
FOOD GRADE 100% OMRI 
Listed-Meets Organic Use 
Standards. BUY ONLINE ONLY: 
homedepot.com

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 888-912-
4745

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK 
PAIN? Medicare recipients that 
suffer with pain may qualify for 
a low or no cost knee or back 
brace. Call 844-308-4307

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS. Free Shipping, 
Best Prices & 24 hr payment! 
BBB Rated A+. Call 1-855-440-
4001 www.TestStripSearch.
com.

________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with man-
uals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, August 8

12:00am  	   Free Speech TV
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Esoteric Science
7:30am   	  DW In Good Shape
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   DW Global 3000
9:30am   	  Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am 	    Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am  	   Somerville Storytellers
11:00am   	  LIVE - Fallon’s Daily Roast
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm  	   Health is Wealth
1:30pm  	   Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm  	   Science 360
3:00pm    	         Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm   	  Speak Up! Somerville
4:30pm     	          The Literati Scene
5:00pm  	   Hello Neighbor
5:30pm   	  Women2Women Today
6:00pm   	  Speak Up! Somerville
6:30pm    Off the Shelf
7:00pm    	         Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
8:00pm   	  LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm    	          Speak Up! Somerville
9:00pm    	         Boston Come Through
10:00pm  	  LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm  	   Flotilla

Thursday, August 9
12:00am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am   	  Free Speech TV
6:00am  	   SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am    	          DW Focus on Europe
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am    	          Hello Neighbor
10:00am  	   Legacies
10:30am    	        Somerville Pundits
11:00am    	 Teen Empowerment
11:30am    	        Art & Ideas
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm  	   The Somerville Line
3:00pm  	    Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm 	    Hello Neighbor!
4:30pm   	  The Struggle
5:00pm    	 Words on Film with Dan Burke
6:00pm  	   Community Lens
6:30pm    	 Somerville Pundits

7:00pm   	  LIVE - The Boston Medium
8:00pm   	  Startup TV Boston
9:00pm  	   The Beantown Beatdown
10:00pm  	   The Chatman Booth
10:30pm   	        TUTV
11:00pm     	     DIWHY The show

Friday, August 10
12:00am  	   Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am   	  SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am  	    Free Speech TV
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   Esoteric Science
9:30am  	   Cambridge Calendar
10:00am  	   NASA TV
11:00am   	  SOM ARTS
11:30am  	   DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm   	  The Yellow Jacket Lady
1:30pm  	   Speak Up! Somerville
2:00pm   	  The Kamla Show
2:30pm   	   SMC Youth Media
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   Gay USA
5:00pm  	   The Chatman Booth
5:30pm  	   What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm  	   LIVE - Fallon's Daily Toast
7:00pm  	   SOM ARTS
7:30pm      	       Art Seen at SMC
8:00pm   	  The Grandstanders
8:30pm    	       Greater Somerville
9:00pm    	        The Boston Medium
10:00pm  	        Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm    	      Totally Working Out

Saturday, August 11
12:00am  	   DIWHY The Show
1:00am    	 Boston Come Through
2:00am  	   Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am   	   Free Speech TV
5:00am   	  Effort Pour Christ
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Road to Recovery
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   SMC Youth Media
9:30am   	  Somerville Storytellers
10:00am  	   Dead Air Live
11:00am     	      Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
12:00pm    	  TeleGalaxie 

1:00pm      	     Tele Magazine
2:00pm      	       The Beantown Beatdown
3:00pm     	        Democracy Now!
4:00pm   	  New England Pride TV
4:30pm  	   What's New Massachusetts?
5:00pm   	  Reeling Review
5:30pm     	        Both Sides of the Bars
6:00pm     	      The World Fusion Show
6:30pm     	        The Literati Scene
7:00pm     	       Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
7:30pm    	       SOM ARTS
8:00pm   	      Special SCATV Programming
8:30pm   	        Henry Parker Presents
9:00pm   	  Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm     	       DIWHY The Show
11:00pm      	      SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm    	      TUTV

Sunday, August 12
12:00am     	      Flotilla
1:00am     	       SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am     	         Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am     	         Free Speech TV
6:00am      	       Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am   	  Effort Pour Christ
9:00am   	  Tele Kreyol
10:00am 	    Evangelista Camillo Fodera
11:00am  	   The Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm   	  Gentle Belly Dancing
1:00pm  	            Off the Shelf
1:30pm   	  DW Conflict Zone
2:00pm   	  Startup TV Boston
3:00pm  	   African Television Network
4:00pm  	   Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm   	  Gay USA
6:00pm   	   The Grandstanders 
6:30pm   	   Teen Empowerment
7:00pm  	   Cinema Somerville
8:30pm    	          Somerville Neighborhood News
9:00pm     	        Tele Magazine
10:00pm    	        The Boston Medium 
11:00pm  	   Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm   	         SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, August 13
12:00am 	    Free Speech TV
5:00am  	   Evangelista Camillo Fodera
6:00am  	   Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am  	   Going Postal

8:00am   	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am   	  The Stephanie Miller Show
10:00am  	   Both Sides of the Bars
10:30am   	  SOM Arts
11:00am  	   Art Seen at SMC
11:30am  	   DW Conflict Zone
12:00pm   	 The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm   	  The Kamla Show
1:30pm  	   DW Global 3000
2:00pm  	   NASA TV Silicon Valley Live
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   DW Euromaxx
4:30pm  	   Legacies
5:00pm  	   TeleGalaxie
6:00pm   	  Going Postal
6:30pm  	   The Last Sip
7:00pm  	   LIVE - The Yellow Jacket Lady
7:30pm  	   Henry Parker Presents
8:00pm   	  LIVE - Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm  	   Dedillhando au Saudade
10:00pm  	   Duck Village Stage Sessions
11:00pm    	 Boston Come Through

Tuesday, August 14
12:00am  	   Free Speech TV
6:00am  	   Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   DW Euromaxx
7:30am  	   Esoteric Science
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am  	   Road to Recovery
11:00am  	   Graphic Content
11:30am  	   DW In Good Shape
12:00pm  	   The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm   	  Words on Film with Dan Burke
2:00pm 	    Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   SMC Youth Media
4:30pm  	   Henry Parker Presents
5:00pm  	   LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm   	  What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm   	  Community Lens
6:30pm   	  Art & Ideas
7:00pm   	  Art Seen at SMC
7:30pm  	   LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm  	   LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm   	  The Somerville Line
10:00pm  	   TUTV
10:30pm  	   Public Access Boyz
11:00pm   	   Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm  	  Ojo Rojo

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Wednesday, August 8

8:30am	 Docent Tour of Prospect Hill Tower
9:00am	 ArtBeat 2018
11:30am	 Taste of Somerville '18
12:08pm	 Independence Day Celebration
2:01pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
2:32pm	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
6:30pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
7:11pm	 SomerViva en Español
7:30pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
8:45pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
9:16pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
9:57pm	 Family Fun Day '18
10:03pm	 Connecting Communities
10:34pm	 Taste of Somerville '18

Thursday, August 9
12:00am	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
1:15am	 Board of Aldermen Meeting
3:13am	 Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
8:30am	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
9:13am	 Independence Day Celebration
11:30am	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
12:01pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
1:45pm	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day
2:13pm	 BOA Legislative Matters Committee
6:30pm	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
7:30pm	 SomerStreets: Seize the Summer '18
8:00pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
9:00pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
9:31pm	 National Night Out 2018

10:01pm	 Connecting Communities
10:30pm	 ArtBeat 2018

Friday, August 10
12:00am	 Docent Tour of Prospect Hill Tower
12:12am	 BOA Finance Committee
8:30am	 SomerViva en Español
9:00am	 Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
9:30am	 National Night Out 2018
11:30am	Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
1:30pm	 SomerStreets: Seize the Summer '18
2:00pm	 PorchFest 2018
2:32pm	 SomerViva en Español
3:00pm	 Connecting Communities
6:30pm	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
7:13pm	 Family Fun Day '18
7:30pm	 ArtBeat 2018
8:34pm	 National Night Out 2018
9:04pm	 Community Preservation Act Overview
9:30pm	 Old Powder House Docent Tour
10:00pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
11:15pm	 SomerViva en Español

Saturday, August 11
12:00am	 ArtBeat 2018
1:04am	 SomerViva en Español
1:30am	 National Night Out 2018
2:00am	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
8:30am	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
9:13am	 SomerViva en Español
9:31am	 Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
12:00pm	 Connecting Communities
12:30pm	 BOA Finance Committee

6:30pm	 SomerViva en Español
7:00pm	 SomerStreets: Seize the Summer '18
7:30pm	 Historic Homes of Somerville
8:30pm	 Connecting Communities
9:00pm	 Independence Day Celebration
10:52pm	 Family Fun Day '18
11:00pm	 Taste of Somerville '18

Sunday, August 12
12:00am	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
1:00am	 Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
1:30am	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 7.12.18
8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Balance & Fall Prevention
9:00am	 Historic Homes of Somerville
9:51am	 Old Powder House Docent Tour
11:30am	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
1:45pm	 Taste of Somerville '18
2:30pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
3:01pm	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
6:30pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
7:01pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
7:30pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
8:45pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
9:30pm	 National Night Out 2018
10:00pm	 ArtBeat 2018
11:04pm	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall

Monday, August 13
12:00am	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30am	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
1:45am	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day

2:30am	 Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony
8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Fibromyalgia Workout
9:00am	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
11:30am	 Historic Homes of Somerville
12:30pm	 SomerViva en Español
1:00pm	 Connecting Communities
1:30pm	 SomerStreets: Seize the Summer '18
2:00pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
2:31pm	 Portuguese Language Youth Book Fair
6:30pm	 Docent Tour of Prospect Hill Tower
7:00pm	 Connecting Communities
7:30pm	 SomerStreets: Seize the Summer '18
8:00pm	 Independence Day Celebration
10:00pm	 Historic Homes of Somerville
11:00pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018

Tuesday, August 14
12:00am	 School Committee Meeting - 6.18.18
2:00am	 Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
2:30am	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
8:30am	 Middlesex County Update
9:00am	 SomerStreets: Seize the Summer '18
9:30am	 SomerViva en Español
11:30am	 Connecting Communities
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
2:00pm	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 7.12.18
6:30pm	 Taste of Somerville '18
7:08pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
7:37pm	 Mayor's Senior Picnic
9:00pm	 Community Preservation Act Overview
9:30pm	 School Committee Meeting - 6.18.18

Wednesday, August 8

12:00am	 ESCS Spring Concert
1:30am	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
9:00am	 String Camp Final Concert
10:00am	 Sing Somerville Concert
11:00am	 SHS Softball vs Winthrop
2:00pm	 SHS Class of '18 Graduation
4:00pm	 SHS CTE Vocational Senior Awards Banquet
6:00pm	 String Camp Final Concert
7:00pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
8:00pm	 SHS Softball vs Winthrop
11:00pm	 SHS Class of '18 Graduation

Thursday, August 9
12:35am	 SHS CTE Vocational Senior Awards Banquet
9:00am	 SHS Hockey vs Cambridge
11:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Swampscott
1:00pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
2:00pm	 String Camp Final Concert
3:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Brookline
5:00pm	 SHS Hockey vs Cambridge
7:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Swampscott
9:00pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
10:00pm	 String Camp Final Concert
11:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Brookline
Friday, August 10

1:00am	 Argenziano School Moving On 2018
9:00am	 Sing Somerville Concert
9:42am	 Family Fun Day
10:00am	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
11:00am	 Healey School Spring Concert 4-8
12:00pm	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
1:00pm	 SHS Football v Lynn Classical
3:30pm	 Family Fun Day
4:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer v Medford
6:00pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
6:42pm	 Family Fun Day
7:00pm	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
8:00pm	 Healey School Spring Concert 4-8
9:00pm	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
10:00pm	 SHS Football v Lynn Classical

Saturday, August 11
12:05am	 SHS Boys Basketball vs Salem
2:00am	 Public Domain Theater
9:00am	 Sing Somerville Concert
9:42am	 Family Fun Day
10:00am	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
11:00am	 Healey School Spring Concert 4-8
12:00pm	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
1:00pm	 SHS Football vs Watertown
3:00pm	 Family Fun Day

3:30pm	 Family Fun Day
4:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer v Medford
6:00pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
7:00pm	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
8:00pm	 Healey School Spring Concert 4-8
9:00pm	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
10:00pm	 SHS Football vs Watertown

Sunday, August 12
12:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Medford
2:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer v Medford
4:00am	 Public Domain Theater
9:00am	 SHS Boys' Soccer vs Peabody - Playoff
11:00am	 SHS Boys Basketball vs Salem
1:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Medford
3:00pm	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
4:01pm	 SCAP Annual Meeting
5:30pm	 Family Fun Day
6:00pm	 SHS Boys' Soccer vs Peabody - Playoff
8:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball vs Salem
10:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Medford

Monday, August 13
12:00am	 Argenziano School Moving On 2018
1:00am	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
2:00am	 Harlem Wizards v Somerville Schoolsters
9:00am	 SHS Girls' Soccer vs Saugus [9.7.17]

11:00am	 SHS Volleyball v Salem
1:00pm	 SHS Hockey v Lynn C.
3:00pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
4:00pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
5:00pm	 SHS Girls' Soccer vs Saugus [9.7.17]
7:00pm	 SHS Volleyball v Salem
9:00pm	 SHS Hockey v Lynn C.
11:00pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase

Tuesday, August 14
12:00am	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
1:00am	 WSNS Moving On Ceremony
8:00am	 Somerville School Day Games
9:00am	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
10:00am	 WSNS Moving On Ceremony
11:00am	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
12:01pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Brookline
2:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS
4:30pm	 Family Fun Day
5:00pm	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
6:00pm	 WSNS Moving On Ceremony
7:00pm	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
8:01pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Brookline
10:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS
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Betsy Lenora arrived at my unofficial office in the 
Bloc 11 Cafe to tell me about her relatively new un-
dertaking – namely ownership of the Blue Cloud 
Gallery in Ball Square. Lenora, 62, is the same age 
as this writer, so we were able to talk turkey – with-
out the necessary footnotes that are sometimes 
needed. This longtime artist – who has traversed 
the shoals of both the Cambridge and Somerville 
art scene for many years – is still very much in the 
game with her stewardship of this venue.

Lenora has no formal schooling in the arts, al-
though she has taken many courses on the fly. 
She describes herself as self-taught. I asked her if 
there were any advantages to this status. Lenora 
reflected, "There are certain advantages. I never 
incurred any debt, and I never became pigeon-
holed in any niche.”

Like many artists I have interviewed she has 
worked a variety of jobs to make the daily nut – 
retail, restaurant, etc. But the most significant job 
she held, that was pivotal to her career was at the 
award-winning Cambridge Artists' Collaborative 
in Harvard Square. She told me, “I worked there 
for seven years. I was involved in choosing the art 
for the store, and I managed the gallery. We select-
ed and displayed the work of over 200 artists in a 
wide variety of media.”

All this of course gave her the smarts and acu-
men to own her own gallery the Blue Cloud. 
The gallery was originally owned by Patricia 
Wellenkamp. Lenora worked there one day a 
week, but eventually was given the reigns of the 
store when Wellenkamp left for the hinterlands 
of Brookline.

Lenora said, “We have a barrage of colorful 
work by over 100 local artists. We have blown 
glass, jewelry, ceramics, and more. The work is 

sold on consignment."
Lenora made it clear that she is strict about what 

work she takes: “We don't do clichéd work, like 
beaded jewelry, for instance. This is seriously over-
done. It has to be original and well-crafted.”

Lenora has a number of loyal customers in Ball 
Square. She is a favorite of Tufts students, and 
their visiting parents. She plans to have events at 
the gallery, including artists workshops, music and 
craft parties.

Lenora is an accomplished artist in her own right, 
with the requisite awards, gallery exhibitions, that 
comes with the territory. She also has a great love 
of photography. She does a lot of nature studies, 
and is influenced by the nature photographer El-
iot Porter. She reflected, “My forte is focusing on 
reflections of the surfaces of water. They create 
wonderful images.”

Heather Sullivan’s work has appeared in 
numerous print and online journals, most 
recently Chiron Review, Paper and Ink Lit-
erary Zine and Trailer Park Quarterly. Her 
debut collection, Waiting for an Answer 
(Nixes Mate Books 2017), is available 
both through the publisher and Amazon. 
She is also the co-editor at Live Nude Po-
ems. She and novelist Rusty Barnes live 
with their family in the area.

Rebel

Aside from my last name, my father didn’t

give me much of an inheritance.

He parceled out a strong temper, a

profound appreciation of vodka,

the unfailing knowledge that

all crushing love songs were written

for me alone to understand and

a fascination with the motorcycle

in the garage that I wasn’t allowed to

touch, my mother’s constant refrain of

crushing death always in my ear.

In my thirties, I decided it was time

to get my bike license, check off that box.

Again in my ear, she wondered aloud

about how the children would function

after I had slid under a tractor trailer,

pondered why I loved her so little

to do something so stupid.

I got the license anyway, but

pregnancy postponed my purchase.

Then my mother died. A year later,

I bought a used Honda Rebel from

a little old lady who couldn’t ride anymore.

I took it around the block a couple times,

let my kids sit on it in the driveway.

There’s no thrill in it anymore,

so it sits in the basement, and I stroke

the seat when I go down to get the laundry.

— Heather Sullivan

Betsy Lenora:
Owner of the Blue Cloud Gallery

in Ball Square

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

"And given that no decisions have been made, 
there's a lot of ideas bouncing around, that's an 
environment in which I think people can fear the 
worst," said Niedergang. "So I don't blame people 
for being upset, angry and concerned about it."

Keeping people informed is also important, ac-
cording to Niedergang. "We are going to have this 
big community meeting at the end of August, and 
there ought to be another community meeting in 
September, and hopefully those will help. To give 
people information and hear people's concerns."

"I'm going to be out walking Ball Square with the 
Ward 5 Community Police Officer on Tuesday, 
August 21, in the late afternoon, and then again 
on Wednesday morning, just to talk to all the busi-

ness owners," said Niedergang. "I think there has 
been a lot of outreach to the business owners by 
the Ball Square Green Line representative and also 
by city staff and the Economic Development Dept. 
But you can't do too much to make sure that peo-
ple are aware, especially business owners, and that 
they're as prepared as they can be. I think it's just 
going to be awful for them. It's going to be a tough 
year for businesses in Ball Square."

But the alderman sees light at the end of the 
long and twisted tunnel. "The good news is that in 
2021, I truly believe there's going to be a Green 
Line station right in Ball Square. If the businesses 
can survive that long, they're going to get a whole 
lot more business when that happens."

City seeking ways to ease the pain of 
bridge closure detours   CONT. FROM PG 3
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