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Proposed redevelopment of
28-44 Broadway discussed

By Ana Celerier
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On Monday, July 24, a neighborhood meeting was
held to present new developments in the 28-44
Broadway project. The lead permitting council for

the developer of this project, Jennifer Schultz, took
the lead on the meeting.

The project, in summary, is a residential area
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A neighborhood meeting was recently held concerning new developments in the 28-44 Broadway
— Photo by Bobbie Toner

project.,

with the ground floor of the building being a retail
space. According to Schultz, in the last 12 months,
the project was initially approved for 81 units of
multifamily housing and a 9000 square feet ground
floor retail space. The reason that the developer has
come back to the city for an amendment to what
has already been approved was reportedly an order
to add three more residential units to the project
but do so without changing the building envelope

in any manner. Continued on page 4

Somerville kids join Save The Harbor/Save
The Bay on free cruise to Georges Island

47 kids and teens from the Mystic Learning Center
in Somerville set sail for Georges Island last month
on Save the Harbor/Save the Bay's free All Access
Boston Harbor Cruises.

“There’s no better way to beat this summer’s re-
cord-breaking heat than to spend the day out on the
harbor and the islands,” said Save the Harbor Ex-
ecutive Director Chris Mancini. “Swimming in the
clean waters off Spectacle Island and exploring the
‘Dark Tunnel in Fort Warren are two of the best
places to be during a heatwave.”

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 300-
500 kids from around the region meet at the Leader
Bank Pavilion or Fan Pier where Harbor Historian
David Coffin tells them how Spectacle Island went
from a landfill on fire to the beautiful park it is today.

“It’s one of my favorite stories Continued on page 4

Kids from the Mystic Learning Center in Somerville at Fan Pier Marina before their day on

Georges Island.
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and Ward 2 Councilor J.T. Scott
invite you to a virtual community meeting about a new park
planned for 217 Somerville Ave. The city is transforming the
site, currently a vacant lot at the corner of Somerville Avenue and
Rossmore Street, into a pocket park, which will add approximate-
ly .15 acres to Somerville’s open space network. Join this meeting
to learn more about potential design elements and share ideas for
the park. This is the first of several meetings that will take place
in the coming months to gather input from the community. The
meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 2, at 6:00 p.m.
on Zoom. To learn more and attend, go to voice.somervillema.
gov/217-somerville-ave.
AXXXXXXEEE AR A AR A AR A XA XA XX XXKKXKX

Do you know a Purple Heart recipient or family member? Com-
munity members are invited to attend a designation ceremony at
noon on Monday, August 7, at Dilboy Post 529, (351 Summer
St.) to commemorate National Purple Heart Day and to mark
Somerville as a designated Purple Heart City and part of the Mil-
itary Order of the Purple Heart Trail. For more information,
contact the Somerville Veterans’ Office at veterans@somerville-

ma.gov or call (617)625-6600 x4700.
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Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday to a
local guy, Zach Zasloff. We wish him a great day. Happy birthday
to Maria Mancini, we hope she enjoyed her day. Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of August 2— August 8 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday Sunny 76°/60° 5% 2% ENE 9 mph
August 2
Thursday ooty Cloudy  79°/66° 9% 6%  SSW13mph
August 3
Friday o/p90
Thunderstorms 76°/62 56% 47% S 13 mph

August 4
Saturday Rain 80°/62° 44% 34% NW 10 mph
August 5
Sunday o/p10 0 9

Partly Cloudy 81°/61 7% 5% NNW 10 mph
August 6
Monday Rain 82°/70° 30% 26% SE 12 mph
August 7
Tuesday Thunderstorms ~ 80°/65° 42% 35%  SW12mph
August 8

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Open letter to Mayor Ballantyne

Slaw says:

Thank you for writing this. Hopefully the city reverses its shortsighted decision and build the

bike lanes.

Philip Mitza says:
Personally, I have never felt as if my life was in danger when walking around Somerville. Even 20
years ago, before bicycles became the “in” thing to do, I still felt safe.

I do agree that mass-construction all throughout Somerville has become a hazard.

Marian says:

I biked everywhere in Somerville for 25 years. At that time the streets were paved. Now the pot-
holes and construction are the biggest dangers to everybody. Both cars and bikes have to swerve
or detour continually, and unexpectedly get in each other’s way. Leaving the major streets unpaved
until this big project is launched is irresponsible. When paved, they will instantly become safer.
Then the attempt to eliminate risk altogether can be designed and attempted.

Response to: Easing of traffic regulations for cyclists
considered by city

Slaw says:

The city already recognizes that bikes being ahead of cars in intersections makes them safer. That
is why the city puts bike boxes all over the place. It makes no sense to undermine that physical
improvement by ticketing people on bikes who take advantage of the improved ability to cross that
these provide. Legalizing the Idaho stop is a logical continuation of what the city is already doing
to improve bicycle safety. It makes no sense to spend tax payer resources enforcing rules that make

people less safe.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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The tree my sister
had planted next to
the house had gotten
too big and we had
to have it removed.
My sister passed
away in 1992 and
my boys and I plant-

ed a tree where her other tree was. It was
around 1999.

Recently, the tree had developed a fun-
gus that’s going to destroy it so we had to
call professionals and the tree will be re-
moved. Another tree will be planted in its
place. They are coming today to remove
the once beautifully blooming tree. It will
be emotional watching them take our tree
away. Eventually we will plant another tree
in its place.

I anticipated the tree removal folks all
morning until they arrived about noon. I
went outside and looked at the tree a few
times before the workers arrived. I was try-
ing to imagine what it would look like with
the tree gone.

It was very emotional watching them cut
the tree down. The thought of putting an-
other tree there helped me with my emo-
tions. Every spring the tree would bloom

beautifully and we would all think of my

Are You Sitting
On A Fortune?

Call Our Team at CRG To See
What Your Home Is Worth.

617-764-4342

699 Broadway Ave, Somerville, MA 02144

Life in th by Jimmy Del Ponte
My sister’s tree

sister. So having the tree cut down was go-

ing to leave a void in my heart.

The tree was a constant memory of
my late sister. I felt her spiritual presence
whenever I looked at it.

For years I would get on a ladder and
carefully trim the branches. I took very
good care of that tree for almost 25 years
and I was starting to get nervous about it
being cut down. How would I feel about
it? I must say that the thought of putting

the new tree help me feel better about
it but seeing the empty spot out front is
very emotional.

Separation anxiety has set in every time
I see the bare spot. All T have to do now is
wait for the new tree to be planted. I'm not
sure when that will be but I'm sure I'll feel

very happy when it’s in the ground. I'll look
forward to seeing it bloom every year and
think about my sister every time I see it.

The tree was right at the end of the
front stairs so not only did it frame the
house it was the first thing you saw com-
ing and going. I'll be happy when they
plant the new tree. We will always think
of my sister when we see that tree, espe-
cially when it’s in bloom.

I cut a small twig off of the tree to save
for a precious keepsake.
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Somerville kids join Save The Harbor/Save The Bay on free cruise to
Georges Island coxr rromec 1

to share with the kids,” said Cof-
fin, And it emphasizes the im-
portance of the park’s carry-in,
carry-out policy. They take that
experience home with them and
become the next generation of
environmental stewards.”

The trips are organized and
run by Boston Public School
students in Save the Harbor’s
Youth Jobs
on the island, they lead fun,
STEAM-based education ac-
tivities like Fishing 101, the
Treasures of Spectacle Island

Program. Once

archaeology exploration, and
hikes through Fort Warren on
Georges or to the top of Spec-
tacle’s drumlins for a great view
of the Boston Skyline and the
outer harbor.

“We're particularly proud to
have added guided audio tours

and information in six languages

this year,” said Deputy Director
Kristen Barry. “This way, native
speakers in Mandarin, Span-
ish, Cape Verdean Creole, Viet-
namese, and Haitian Creole can
more easily participate in our
programs.”

“All of these free cruises are
only made possible with lead-
ership support and partnership
from Cronin Development, the
Massachusetts Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs, Massachusetts Office of
Environmental Protection, Bay
State Cruise Company, and Mass
Bay Lines,” said Mancini.

Mancini went on to thank
partners and funders for their
sustained support, including the
Healey/Driscoll Administration,
the Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation, Champi-
ons Liberty Mutual Foundation,

S

Coca-Cola Company, Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Massachusetts,
Eastern Salt Company, Execu-
tive Office of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs, JetBlue, John
Hancock Financial = Services,
Massport, the Mass Cultural
Council, the Massachusetts De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection, and the National Grid
Foundation, and the hundreds of
individual donors who support
the organization.

They also thanked Alexandria,
Amazon, Bay State Cruise Com-
pany, BXP - Atlantic Wharf, City
of Boston Department of Youth
Engagement and Employment,
Boston Consulting Group, the
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Kids enjoying the beach on Spectacle Island.

Comcast Foundation, Constel-

lation Generation, the Cronin
Group, Hood Park, HYM In-
vestment Group, Income Re-
search and Management Charita-
ble Trust, Leader Bank Pavilion/
Live Nation, Massachusetts Bay
Water
Resources Authority, Nation-
al Development, Nutter, P & G
Gillette, Pembroke Real Estate,
Lawrence J. and Anne Ruben-
stein Charitable Foundation,
RWE Clean Energy, William E.
Schrafft & Bertha E. Schrafft
Charitable Trust, Clinton H. &
Wilma T. Shattuck Charitable
Trust, Copeland Family Foun-

Lines, Massachusetts

dation, Equinor, Lovett Wood-

sum Foundation, Mass Marine
Trades Education Trust, Pabis
Foundation, Rockland Trust,
Ms. Wallace M. Leonard Foun-
dation, and Vertex.

All Access trips will contin-
ue weekly until August 24th
and are free and open to all to
join through Save the Harbor's
website, along with evening and
weekend Share the Harbor tours.

To learn more about Save the
Harbor/Save the Bay's free All
Access Boston Harbor excur-
sions or upcoming free events on
the waterfront or your favorite
beach, visit their website at www.
savetheharbor.org and follow @

savetheharbor on social media.

Proposed redevelopment of 28-44 Broadway discussed conr.trome

The project’s architect, Matt
Marotta, attended the meeting
and presented all the proposed
amendments. Marotta men-
tioned that the site is positioned
along Broadway, Mount Vernon,
to George Street. The changes
compromise an additional three
housing units, a reduction in the
commercial square footage from
around 9400 to 8900 square feet.

Parking spaces will change
from 26 to 21, and bike parking

will increase from 96 to 100, Ma-

rotta cited that the reason for the
smaller ground level was discus-
sions with their utility compa-
nies resulting in the need to eat
up a little bit more ground floor
square footage.

“Originally, on the second
and third foor, we did illustrate
a three-bedroom corner unit,
whereas now we are turning
those that stack of units into an
A1l bedroom and a studio, and
then again, that's only on the sec-
ond and third floor.” Commented

Marotta. He also emphasized
that the landscaping has re-
mained the same, and they will
still meet their green scores.

the
segment of the neighborhood

Following presentation
meeting, there was time for a few
inquiries from the public. A few
questions arose from members
of the public, the first being the
motivation behind making the
changes.

According to Marotta, the rea-
son for the change is “we can get

higher rents on a per square foot
basis for the smaller units. In ad-
dition, the city lacks studios and
one-bedrooms. The three bed-
rooms are not as marketable as
the smaller units.”

There were also inquiries about
the project's timeline, estimated
to be about 18 to 20 months for
construction duration.

There

inquiries regarding why the

many public

were

number of parking spaces was
decreasing, to which project

representatives replied that
recently there has been an ex-
tensive discussion all over the
city of Somerville and through-
out the Commonwealth, and
the primary directive from the
Somerville Mobility Depart-
ment and the Planning Board
has been to “reduce parking ag-
gressively.”

After a brief question session,
the meeting adjourned. The de-
veloper plans to go before the

Somerville Planning Board soon.
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Somerville tenants voice support for rent stabilization

By Maile Blume

Somerville tenants advocated for
rent stabilization legislation that
is stronger than that of Boston,
during the second of two listen-
ing sessions on rent stabilization
held by the Somerville Anti-Dis-
placement Task Force last Thurs-
day. The goal of the listening ses-
sion was to inform a draft of rent
stabilization laws for the city.

During the listening session,
tenants asked the task force to
implement rent stabilization
measures to address the ongoing
displacement of the Somerville
community.

Ronel Remy, a statewide orga-
nizer with City Life / Viva Urba-
na, a grassroots organization that
fights for racial, social, and eco-
nomic justice, said he was forced
to move six times in about seven
years due to uncontrolled rent
increases. “Somerville embraced
me. I thought I made it. That was
my American dream. I was very
happy here, until we lost rent

control,” he said.

Remy said that his landlord
doubled his rent, after rent con-
trol was ended in Massachusetts
in 1994. “I got pushed away be-
cause we lost rent control. And
I'm thinking, it's not just rent
control, we need a box of tools
that could remedy what's going
on,” he said. “It’s just not fair that
those who have a lot, you know,
can dictate everything that we
do,” he added.

Educator Naima Sait said that
she has seen many families leave
Somerville due to rent increas-
es. Sait worked with many Hai-
tian families and families from
French-speaking parts of Africa,
as a French teacher at Somerville
High School.

“After we went back to in-per-
son, my student body completely
changed,” she said. “So many of
the families that I worked with
over the years had to move out of
Somerville,” said Sait. She added
that many of her senior students
had to commute from other cities

to finish up the school year.
Capping annual rent increases

Almost every speaker at the
listening session asked for rent
increases to be limited to the rate
of inflation, and capped at 5% per
year or below.

“The vast majority of the rent-
ers I work with can barely afford
an annual rent increase of 2%,
said Community Organizer Sa-
matha Wolfe, who works with
Community Action Agency of
Somerville (CAAS), an organi-
zation that fights to end poverty
in Somerville.

Wolfe said that in order to stop
the displacement of low-income
tenants, especially those belong-
ing to communities of color and
immigrant communities, the city
needs to cap rent increases at
2% per year. Many speakers also
voiced support for rent rollbacks
for current tenants, to prevent
further displacement.

On the question of whether
certain types of buildings should
be exempted from rent stabili-

e
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Beacon Apartments LLC, in conjunction
with Jet Realty are pleased to announce an

Tenant speakers expressed concerns about the ongoing displacement of Somerville
residents, at the listening session on rent stabilization held last Thursday.

zation, many speakers said there
should be no exemptions. “A
third of housing in Somerville
is owner-occupied, and we know
that most of those homes are not
single family, so exempting all
of those multi-family buildings
from rent stabilization means
that thousands of tenants will re-
main unprotected and at risk of
displacement from their homes,”

Affordable Rental

Open Waitlist Opportunity

The application period for a two-
bedroom (2BR) Affordable Rental
Waitlist will begin on 7/10/2023 at
2pm and end on 8/10/2023 at 2pm.

\

Eligible households of 2 or more people whose income does
not exceed the following “Maximum Annual Income”:

80% AMI

2 Person

3 Person

4 Person

Income

$94,800

$106,650

$118,450

Eligibility Requirements

» The rental unit must be used as the renters’ primary residence.
+ Income and residency restrictions will apply throughout tenancy. Income

eligibility will be reviewed annually.
» Head of households claiming full-time student status are not eligible.
» Total Household Liquid Assets cannot exceed $75,000

175 Beacon Street, Somerville, MA 02145

Applications will be available beginning on 7/10/2023 at 2pm. To obtain an
application, please contact Jet Realty and reference “175 Beacon 80%”
Telephone: 617-666-5697 or email: jetrealtv@mac.com

Completed applications must be submitted to Jet Realty at jetrealtv@mac.com

or mailed to P.O. Box 45014, Somerville MA 02145 by 8/10/2023 at 2pm.

Applications received after the deadline will not be added to the waitlist. All qualified
applications will be ranked by date and time received. All mailed applications will
receive a 7-day grace period.
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said Wolfe.

Speakers also suggested that
the Cost of Living Adjustment
(COLA) established by Social
Security could be used instead of
the rate of inflation as a measure
to determine the cap on yearly
rent increases.

“I don't think people’s wages
necessarily increase at the rate of

inflation, and I Continued on page 11
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ON MEMORY

- did not undergo cataract surgery.

—

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IF YOU:
- are age 60 to 85,

- are right-handed,

- speak English,

- do not have metal in your body,

THIS RESEARCH STUDY INVOLVES:

Up to 15 visits to the MGH-Charlestown (Boston) Research Center
over 6 months.

Evaluations including memory tests, blood draws and brain scans.

YOU WILL RECEIVE:
Up to $1,100 for total study ($50-$100 paid per visit).
Dedicated relationships with research doctors and study team members.

For more information, please call or email the study staff at

617-724-9593 or wallestudy@mgh.harvard.edu

All information is kept completely confidential
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Volume 48 - Report No. 30 ¢ July 24-28, 2023  Copyright © 2023 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call re-
cords local representatives’ and senators’ votes on roll calls

from the week of July 24-28.

$375 MILLION FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES (S
2375)

House 157-0, Senate 39-0, approved and sent to Gow.
Maura Healey a House-Senate conference committee
version of a bill that includes authorizing $200 million in
one-time funding for the maintenance and repair of local
roads and bridges in cities and towns across the state. The
$375 million package, a bond bill under which the fund-
ing would be borrowed by the state through the sale of
bonds, also includes $175 million for several transporta-
tion-related grant programs.

The House and Senate had approved different versions of
the package and this compromise version was drafted by a

6-member conference committee.

The programs funded by the $175 million include the
municipal small bridge program; the complete streets pro-
gram; a bus transit infrastructure program; and grants for
municipalities to purchase electric vehicles and the infra-
structure needed to support them.

“This ... bill secures historical levels of funding for our
municipal roads, bridges and sidewalks,” said Sen. Bren-
dan Crighton (D-Lynn), Senate Chair of the Committee
on Transportation. “In addition to our annual autho-
rization, we have added additional funding for various
transportation programs, from bridge repair to improv-
ing access to mass transit. No matter how you get around,
this funding will benefit transportation systems in every
region of the commonwealth.”

“Providing funding for critical infrastructure projects
through investments in the commonwealth’s public trans-
portation, roads, and bridges is one of the most important
responsibilities that we have as members of the Legisla-
ture,” said House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-Quincy).“I'm
proud of the support for regional infrastructure that this
legislation provides, and of the funding that it allocates for
the purchasing of electric vehicles by transit authorities.”

“The passage is good news for cities and towns, and with
the changes this year, especially for rural communities,”
said Sen. John Keenan (D-Quincy). “I hope that in the
future we will pass a two-year authorization so that mu-
nicipalities will have access to these essential funds in a
more timely manner, allowing them to better plan work
on their roads and bridges.”

“Our communities rely so heavily on Chapter 90 fund-

ing to make critical transportation improvement projects,”

said Rep. Mike Finn (D-West Springfield), House Chair

of the Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures and
State Assets. “Today’s funding ensures our roads remain
safe and efficient for the travel of people and commerce.
Additionally, with extra resources being made available
through competitive application grant programs, the leg-
islative funding is now forward looking in striving to meet
broad ranges of municipal needs.”

(A"Yes” vote is for the $375 million package.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

GENDER X (S 2207)

Senate 39-0 approved and sent to the House a bill that
would allow Bay Staters to choose the gender-neutral
designation “X” in lieu of “male” or “female” on their birth
certificates and marriage certificates.

Another provision in the bill codifies into law a current
practice that allows individuals to select “X” as their gen-
der designation on their driver’s license, learner’s permit,
identification card and liquor purchase identification card.

In addition, current state law requires medical documen-
tation in order to change a gender designation on a birth
certificate. The bill does away with that requirement.

Similar proposals were approved by the Senate during the
2018, 2020 and 2022 sessions but died from inaction in
the House.

“People know what gender they are,” said sponsor Sen.
Jo Comerford (D-Northampton). “This bill affirms the
ability of people to choose a non-binary gender option on
state documents and forms, which would align the com-
monwealth with many other states that have adopted this
designation... Together, with our partners in the House,
we will continue to move our commonwealth to embrace
this basic human right.”

“Giving people the opportunity to be who they are is a
human right and one that we are proud to extend to ev-
ery member of the commonwealth, regardless of how they
identify,” said Senate President Karen Spilka (D-Ash-
land) who first introduced the bill in 2017. “Allowing a
nonbinary option for state licenses and birth certificates is
fundamental to building a society that welcomes, protects
and respects all individuals... I am as hopeful as ever that
Massachusetts will be able to enshrine this change into
our state laws this session and continue welcoming every-
one into our commonwealth with open arms.”

Although no senators voted against the bill, there was op-

position from some outside groups.

Catholic Action League Executive Director C.J. Doyle
called the bill a “malign, non-rational proposal” that will
“require the state to affirm and give legal sanction to the
ideologically driven delusion that gender is a subjective
social construct, which can be altered arbitrarily and ca-
priciously, rather than what it is, which is an objective and
immutable biological reality."

"It will make government a party to this delusion,” contin-
ued Doyle. “It will confuse and falsify public records and
compel government employees to participate in this falsi-
fication. It will result in discrimination in public employ-
ment against those who hold a traditional understanding
of reality and will make the investigation of offenders
more difficult for law enforcement. Section 4 of the bill
will essentially empower government bureaucrats who ad-
minister programs for youth to proselytize the minors in
their care for so-called gender transitioning.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

MAKE OBTAINING ID CARDS EASIER FOR
HOMELESS PERSONS (S 2251)

Senate 39-0 approved and sent to the House legislation
that would make it easier for homeless youth and adults
to secure free state ID cards.

Supporters said that currently a person experiencing
homelessness faces prohibitive fees and documentation
requirements when trying to obtain an ID card. They
noted that this legislation removes those barriers by elim-
inating fees and only requiring that applicants present
documentation showing that they are currently receiving
services provided by the state, a homeless service provid-
er or another service provider. They argued that ID cards
are necessary for applying for jobs, enrolling in school,
interacting with law enforcement, accessing government
buildings, opening financial accounts and many other ba-
sic services that many take for granted.

“When we listen to our homeless youth about the chal-
lenges they face, there is a common denominator and
that is access to identification,” said Sen. Robyn Kennedy
(D-Worcester), the Senate sponsor of the bill. “Having
proper identification is the foundation to accessing food,
shelter and employment opportunities, while also break-
ing the cycle of poverty””

“Fees and documentation are not just barriers to iden-
tification. By extension, they are barriers to getting a
job, accessing healthcare and applying for services—the
most basic of necessities,” said Senate Continued on page 21
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COMMENTARY

lllustrated by Jim Clark

Don’t let the West Nile Virus bug get you this summer.

Our View Of The Times

Heads up, Somerville. The Massachusetts
Department of Public Health (DPH)
has, unfortunately, is warning that it has
found West Nile virus (WNV) in mos-
quito samples from the Brookline and
Worcester regions.

While no human or animal cases of
WNV  or Eastern equine encephali-
tis (EEE) have been reported, they are
strongly encouraging community mem-

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 2

bers to take steps to protect themselves
from mosquitoes and mosquito-borne ill-
nesses. Among their recommendations:

+ Avoid mosquito bites.

+ Apply insect repellent when you go out-
doors.

+ Clothing can help reduce mosquito bites.
+ Be aware of peak mosquito hours.

+ Mosquito-proof your home.

+ Drain standing water.

+ Install or repair screens.

+ Protect your animals.

+ Animal owners should reduce potential
mosquito breeding sites by eliminating
standing water from containers such as
buckets, tires, and wading pools — espe-
cially after heavy rains.

+ Owners should also speak with their
veterinarian about mosquito repellents ap-

proved for animal use and vaccinations to

prevent WNYV and EEE.
+ If an animal is suspected of having WNV
or EEE, owners are required to report to
the Department of Agricultural Resourc-
es, Division of Animal Health by calling
617-626-1795, and to the Department of
Public Health by calling 617-983-6800.
Play it safe and follow the DPH recom-
mendations to stay safer and get through
the summer without incident.

Wishing a very happy birthday Natalia
Potaris. We wish her a very special day.
To Kaitlin Denk, we wish her a very
happy birthday. We hope she had a great
day with her family. Happy birthday to
Ron Newman, we hope he has a great
day. Happy birthday to Alicia Lafuente,
we wish her the very best. We wish all of
our Facebook friends, such as Jason Ban-
ning, Karen D'’Amato, Mike Morrison,
Sharon Paglia Breen, Danzombie Guil-
main, Tori Antonino, Michele Oliphant
Spinale, Jane Sherrill, Montague Helen
Kern, Zach Corey, Keith Anderson,
John Alan Roderick and Heather Han-
son a very happy birthday. We hope ev-

eryone has a great day. To all the others
we may have missed.

The Mayor’s Annual Senior Picnic is
back on Tuesday, August 8, 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. at Trum Field (541 Broadway).
There will be music, lunch and entertain-
ment. To attend please call Connie Loren-
ti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

KAk kEkkhkkhhkxrhhkkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhhkhhkhk
Somerville's Urban Forestry Commit-
tee and collaborators are developing ways
to celebrate our hard-working city trees.
If you want to join in helping, you can
Adopt-A-Tree. Look for colorful “Adopt

me!” tags on newly planted trees in your

neighborhood. Scan the QR code on the
tag or visit tinyurl.com/somervilletree to
go through the steps to adopt the tree.
Name it, water it, love it. You can even
receive an adoption certificate available in
many languages. Watering is the most im-
portant thing you can do to help a newly
planted tree. They require 15-20 gallons
of water each week between May-Oc-
tober, or even more during hot summer
months.

KAEAXAAAXXAAX KA AKX XA A X XA AKX h Ak Xk

The Somerville Mobile Farmers Mar-
ket is open for the season, selling fresh,
local produce through October 28. The

market schedule is as follows: Thurs-

days: 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.. Clarendon
Hill Towers (1372 Broadway), Fridays:
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: Council on Ag-
ing/SCALE (167 Holland St.), 2:30 to
4:30 p.m.: East Somerville Community
School (50 Cross St.). Saturdays: 10:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.: Mystic Housing De-
velopment (25B Memorial Rd., at the
playground). The market accepts cash,
debit, credit, SNAP, WIC Farmers Mar-
ket Coupons, and Senior Farmers Market
Coupons. All are welcome. To learn more,
visit: somervillema.gov/farmersmarket.

*kkkk *%k%k kkkkkkkkx

Join the Metropolitan Area Planning

Council (MAPC) on Continued on page 23
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Olio - (noun) A miscellaneous

mixture, hodgepodge

B

lio

#883

1. What is the Barbie
doll's full name?

2. Who is the creator
of the Barbie doll?

3. When did Mattel
launch the Barbie
doll?

4, When is Nation-
al Chocolate Chip
Cookie Day?

5. What sport does
Cristiano Ronaldo

play?

6. What does Na
stand for on the
periodic table of ele-

ments?

7. In which ocean is
the Bermuda Triangle
located?

8. Which Disney
movie is the villain

Clayton from?

9. What game show is
Steve Harvey the host

of?

10. What is hummus

made from?

11. Where do the
Mamma Mia movies

take place?

12. What plant is
known to help heal a

sunburn?

Answers on page 10

-

A

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

The SomervilleTimes

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. The King of Hearts is the only king without a mustache.

2. Animals that lay eggs don't have belly buttons.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

ACROSS

1. Ttsy Bitsy Spider's tunnel

6. Operations, as in military

9. Carpenter's joint

13. Book, in Paris

14. Coach's talk

15. Long-necked wader

16. Did not go out to eat (2 words)
17. Chi preceder

18. Top scout

19.'90s children's series”____in
Pyjamas”

21. Alternative to stick

23. T-cell killer, acr.

24. Show worry

25. Knee-related acronym

28. Sushi restaurant’s boozy offering
30. Grilled cheese and ____ soup
35. Mouse to a snake
37.In___, or together

39. Convicted one

40. Pear or quince, botanically speaking
41. California and Nevada lake
43. Raja’s daughter

44. Uncouth ones

46. Of two minds

47.René Descartes' "therefore”
48. Make wealthy

50. Use a surgical beam

52. Gingerbread creation

53, When fruit is ready

55. Red-white-and-blue inits.
57."Hot" vegetable-shaped toy
60.Lin BLT

64.3-D picture in a book

65. UN. workers' grp.

67. Owned house or car, e.g.

68. Item on a cell phone bill

69. What's old is new again, prefix
70. Popular electric car

71. Hair styling products

72. Scottish cap

73. British peers

DOWN

1. Block of concrete, e.g.
2. Pocket bread

3. Baker's baker

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Gellular

© StatePoint Media

4. Dickens's Heep

5. Serena's spott

6. Prefers

7. Fairytale princess test

8. Virgo's brightest star

9. Letter opener

10. Ship to Colchis

11. Airhead

12. The loneliest number?

15. Concerning this

20. Nautical "Stop!"

22. College assessment test, acr.
24. Camera's tiny aperture

25. Gwyneth Paltrow's daughter
26. Sing like Tony Bennett

27. Madagascar primate

29. Myanmar currency

31. Bébé's mother

32. Rooster, in the olden days
33. Polynesian kingdom

34. Layered bulb

36. Giant Himalayan?

38. Lady Grantham of "Downton Abbey"
42. Follow as a consequence

45. Claw mark

49. "Battleship” exclamation

51. Heir's concern

54. At the end of a hot pepper or many a
sweet potato

56. Cruising

57. Prepare to be shot

58. October birthstone

59. What Little Toot does

60. *Fruit of the

61. Brezhnev's domain

62. Jailbird's home

63. Airline postings

64. Dog breed from China

66. Grazing ground

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Promoting fair housing: Recap of
city meeting on housing equity

By Yoko Zhu

The Somerville Fair Housing
Commission, which advocates
for tenant rights and deals
with fair housing violations,
held their monthly meeting on
Thursday, July 27.

The meeting was led by Com-
missioners Claudia DeAndrade,
Patrice Faulkner, Dennis Fisch-
man, Rona Fischman, Janine Lot,
and staff member Hanalei Stein-
hart. Members of the public were
invited to participate remotely,
which Commissioner Dennis
Fischman expressed as the best
way to get involved in the Somer-
ville Fair Housing Commission.

Steinhart reviewed three new
complaints that Fair Housing re-
ceived. The first one was on the
basis of disability discrimination,
involving a tenant who “owns a
service dog but was denied an
apartment, due to the landlord’s

allergy” However, the landlord
“did not live in the unit, would
not be spending substantial time
in the unit, and has a dog herself”

The second complaint was on
the basis of small children, as this
tenant was “working to renew
a lease with the landlord. The
landlord had extended an invita-
tion to renew. Upon finding out
that the tenant was pregnant, the
landlord didn't send over the lease
to renew with 11 days left on the
lease. The landlord claimed this
was because of renovations sched-
uled to start before they moved
out,” Steinhart said in the meet-
ing. “However, those renovations
have not been scheduled.”

The third complaint came
that morning, regarding a land-
lord who was engaging in “re-
taliatory behavior” and “asking
tenants for repairs to be made
to their unit such as broken

stoves or electrical fixtures.”

Concerns of housing discrim-
ination can be submitted to
the Fair Housing Commission
section on the City of Somer-
(https:/ /www.

somervillema.gov/departments/

ville  website
fair-housing-commission).

Additionally, the Fair Hous-
ing Commission indicated they
had additional questions for the
politicians running in the lo-
cal elections. “The questionnaire
would test each of the candidates’
knowledge,” Commissioner Faulk-
ner said. “It’s to see how well they
know their district, and also as a
form of accountability in regards
to their company policies.”

The additional questions pro-
posed to the candidates include:
What advice would you give to
Somerville residents, who may
have been facing discrimination?
How do you know that you have
the

housing discrimination against

addressed and combatted

addressing issues brought before it concerning tenant rights and violations by landlords.

protected classes and affirma-
tively furthering Fair Housing in
Somerville?

Furthermore, the meeting also
discussed the Anti-Displacement
Task Force (ADTF), which was
“formed to research and recom-
mend policies to prevent residen-
tial displacement,” according to
the city website.

The ADTF hosted listening

sessions for landlords on July
20 and tenants on July 27. The
ADTF is currently researching
and collecting ideas from the
public. After gathering the nec-
essary information, they will sub-
mit a proposal to the city council.

On Aug 1, a webinar was held
on “Coordinated Entry as a Tool
for Equity: Training on Fair
Housing and Coordinated Entry.’

Dorothy/s Com@r

Hawaiian Staples

On a recent trip to Kauai, Hawaii, 1
purposely ventured out to try some
traditional dishes of Hawaii.

My first stop was Pono Market in
Kapaa. The market was a busy little
hole in the wall packed with assorted
drinks, and other premade, quick grab
and go items. They also gave the option
of combination plates which included a
variety of main dishes like, fried chick-
en, kalua pork, chicken curry, pork lau
lau, chicken lau lau, teri meatloaf, and
side dishes like different types of poke,
Korean tako, spicy ahi, Shoyu ahi, rice,
potato mac salad, cucumber kimchee,
and rice pudding, just to name a few.

The one item I was most interested
to try was the pork lau lau. The lau lau
is actually a Polynesian dish consist-
ing of pork, salted butterfish, chicken,
or even a combination of ingredients,

wrapped in taro leaves, and steamed on

the stovetop. Originally, lau lau were
cooked in an imu. The imu is an un-
derground oven that is lined with hot
stones and vegetation such as banana
and taro leaves. The lau lau or the in-
famous kalua pig is then placed on the
leaves along with more hot stones, cov-
ered with more of the leaves, covered
with burlap and a tarp, then dirt is
placed on top and around the edges of
the tarp to seal in the heat.

It is important to make note the taro
leaf is poisonous in its raw state due to
its high levels of oxalates. It can cause
severe pain and swelling of the throat,
and may cause breathing difficulties.
However, when cooked propetly, there
are many health benefits as described
in the following link: https://www.
healthline.com/nutrition/taro-leaves

I ordered the combination plate with
pork lau lau, chicken lau lau, rice, pota-
to mac salad, and for good measure, I
ordered an additional side of cucumber

kimchee. Although not the fanciest of
meals, I absolutely loved it! The pork
cubes in the lau lau were tender, succu-
lent nuggets of flavor. The taro leaves
tasted like spinach on steroids.

The chicken lau lau was really flavor-
ful, especially with the dark meat. The
potato mac was basically dressed with
mayonnaise, but enjoyable nonetheless.
With all the rich food, the cucumber
kimchee was a nice addition to cut
through the richness of the dish. If you
find yourself in Kauai, I highly recom-
mend Pono Market for a true culinary
experience of local food. https://www.
ponomarketkauai.com

As an added bonus, making a trip
to the Passion Bakery Cafe in Kapaa,
for their malasadas, Portuguese fried
donuts, are a must. On Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday you get can
fresh, fried either coated in cinnamon
sugar, or filled with a variety of fla-
vors. I think they have 15 flavors to

choose from. The guava and lilikoi

fillings are outstanding. It’s definite-
ly best to place your order the day
before as they sell out fast. https://
www.passionbakeries.com.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddimar-
202002.wix.
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LEGAL NOTICES
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

ADVERTISEMENT

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites
sealed bids from Contractors for the Intercom Replacement project at
the Bryant Manor Development for the Somerville Housing Authority
in Somerville Massachusetts, in accordance with the documents pre-
pared by Nangle Engineering Incorporated.

The Project consists of: Replacement of intercom system with a video
intercom system.

The work is estimated to cost $ 170,530.00

Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 844A-J & to minimum wage rates as
required by M.G.L. ¢.149 8826 to 27H inclusive. General bidders must
be certified by the Division of Capital Asset Management and Mainte-
nance (DCAMM) in the category of Electrical.

General Bids will be received until 2:00pm, Thursday, August 17, 2023
and publicly posted online, forthwith.

This project is being Electronically Bid (E-Bid). All bids shall be pre-
pared and submitted online at www.Projectdog.com and received no
later than the date & time specified above. Hard copy bids will not be
accepted by the Awarding Authority. For E-Bid Tutorial and Instructions,
download the Supplemental Instructions To Bidders for Electronic Bid

Projects from www.Projectdog.com. For assistance, contact Project-
dog, Inc. at 978.499.9014

General bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit that is not less
than five (5%) of the greatest possible bid amount (considering all alter-
nates), and made payable to the Somerville Housing Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract Documents will be available online and for pur-
chase at www.Projectdog.com, project code 857052 on Wednesday,
August 2, 2023.

Bidders requesting Contract Documents to be mailed to them shall in-
clude a separate check for $35.00 per set, payable to Projectdog, Inc.,
to cover mail handling costs.

The job site and/or existing building will be available for observation on
the morning of Thursday, August 10, 2023 at 75 Myrtle Street, Somer-
ville. Bidders must contact Nangle Engineering Inc. (cwneunaber@
nangleengineering.com or (617) 817-4973) prior to close of business on
the Monday prior to schedule an appointment.

The inspection is an opportunity to visit and observe the site only. Any
oral interpretations offered at the site inspection are non-binding. Any
questions must be submitted in writing to the Designer, at the e-mail ad-
dress on the Project Manual cover, no later than 4:00 PM on the Friday
prior to the date stated above for the receipt of bids. Questions after
that time may not be responded to, at the sole discretion of the designer.

The Somerville Housing Authority reserves the right to waive any infor-
malities in or to reject any and all bids, or to waive any informalities in
the bidding. No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of thirty (30) days,
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after approval of the
award by the Somerville Housing Authority without written consent of
the Somerville Housing Authority.

Joseph R. Macaluso, Executive Director
August 2, 2023

8/2/23 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
Removal of Public Shade Trees
City of Somerville

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 87, the City of Somerville will hold a virtual
public shade tree hearing on Thursday, August 3, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. using
GotoWebinar software to consider the removal of the following public
shade tree(s):

e 267 Alewife Brook Parkway
1. Two (2) red maples- 9” and 10" in diameter, fair condition

Trees are in conflict with planned sewer replacement by
Somerville Engineering. Replacement trees will be replanted
inthe area.

e 18 Loring Street
1. Two (2) London plane trees- 18" and 20" in diameter, good
condition

Trees are proposed for removal at request of homeowner due to
documented structural damage from roots.

The trees identified above have been posted for public inspection. In
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 87, any objections to the removal of
any of these trees must be submitted in writing to the Tree Warden
prior to or at this public hearing. Documents may be sent via email
to: trees@somervilleMA.gov, or mailed to: 1 Franey Rd., Somerville,
MA. 02145.

Pursuant to Chapter Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this Public Shade
Tree Hearing will be conducted via remote participation. A recording of
this hearing will be available upon request to trees@somervillema.gov.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL: https://tinyurl.com/ycka438x
TO CALL IN

United States: +1 (213) 929-4212

Access code: 208-357-973

7/26/23, 8/2/23 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hearing on
Thursday, August 17, 2023, at 6:00pm through GoToWebinar.

Pursuantto Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2022, this meeting of the Planning
Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio recording of
these proceedings will be available by using the registration link once
the meeting has concluded.

TO USE A COMPUTER
Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7934388600182661465
Webinar ID: 756-262-419
TO CALLIN

Phone number: 1(914) 614-3221
Access code: 892-291-442

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

7 Washington Street CRG Graphics proposes a Major Amendment to
a previously approved application that required
a Special Permit (PB 2017-07) in the Mid-Rise 6
(MRS) district.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.
Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at the
hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning & Zoning
Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143;
or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

8/2/23 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS
IN THE
SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 857-488-5138

LEGAL NOTICE

City of Somerville
Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development
(OSPCD)
WFD-24.3
The City of Somerville, Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and
Community Development (O0SPCD)
invites sealed proposals for FabVille Lab Manager

Funds for the FabVille Lab Manager are provided by the Economic De-
velopment Division of the City of Somerville Mayor's Office of Strategic
Planning and Community Development.

Bid Number WFD-24.3

Request for Proposal package will be posted and available for down-
load on the City of Somerville website beginning at
10:00AM, Wednesday August 2, 2023 at www.somervillema.gov/wfd.
Print copies available upon request to WFD@somervillema.gov.

An electronic PDF file should be emailed to email WFD@somervillema.gov
and proposal packages must be submitted no later than
12:00 PM, Friday August 18, 2023
for responses to WFD-24.3
to the above email address.

Please contact the City of Somerville’s Workforce Development staff,
by email at WED@somervillema.gov, for information and
proposal packages.

Thomas F. Galligani Jr.,
Executive Director
617- 625-6600, x 2500

8/2/23 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Be sure to visit us online at
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Answers

1. Barbara Millicent
Roberts 7. North Atlantic

Ocean
2. American busi-
nesswoman Ruth 8. Tarzan
Handler

9. Family Feud
3.March 9, 1959

10. Chickpeas
4. August 4

11. Greece
5. Soccer

12. Aloe
6. Sodium
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COMMENTARY

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

City abandons its lawsuit against Newport Construction

By Chris Dwan
On October 7, 2017, Newport

Construction and their subcon-

tractor Northern Tree Service
removed 38 street trees along
Beacon Street in Somerville,
MA. They did this with none
of the notice or public process
required under either city ordi-
nance or state law.

After sustained public outcry,
and extensive discussion in city
council, our Public Works Di-
vision finally issued a citation
against Newport in January of
2019. We demanded $38,000
— a thousand bucks per tree.
This was an absolute pittance
in the context of a multi-year
roadway project. It also wild-
ly underestimated the value of
the trees, making no distinction
between a sapling (which the
city can install for around $1k)
and a mature tree with 20 to 30

years of growth.

Newports CEO responded
brassily to the citation, writing
that he had“no intention of paying”
and “considered the matter closed.
This led to more public conversa-
tion, and the city eventually filed
a lawsuit against Newport and
Northern

their subcontractor

Tree Service in Superior Court
in November of 2019.

In May of this year, more
than three years after that filing
and five and a half years after
the removals, the city appears to
have quietly allowed the lawsuit
to expire by failing to respond
to an “Order for Status Review”
from the court.

I wrote a piece on Medium
in January of 2020 describing
the cozy deal that seems to exist
between MassDoT and New-
port Construction. In that post,
I shared how the project's woes
and negative reviews were deter-
minedly swept under the rug in
a series of private meetings be-
tween the state and the compa-
ny. The final project evaluation,
signed off in early 2021, makes
no mention of the fact that the
city literally sued Newport over

the way we were treated.

In that post, I noted that Mr.
DeFelice had donated a total of
$1,000 to Joe Curtatone’s cam-
paigns just as the Beacon Street
project was getting started. I
made a half-hearted swipe about
how if this was the corruption
that I've heard so much about in
this city, then we're damn cheap.
We abandoned our lawsuit more
than a year into Katjana Ballan-
tyne’s first term. Mr. DeFelice did
not donate to her campaign, so
in that same half-hearted spirit,
we've gone from cheap to free.

More seriously though, I don't
posit corruption or malice as a
motive. I suspect it's more along
the lines of a line from a Taylor
Swift song: “It isn’t love it isn’t hate
/ It’s just indifference.” I suspect
that this lawsuit, the citation, and
all the time spent in public and
private conversations is perceived
by many in the administration as
an inconvenient waste of time. I
suspect that it was a surprise to
the Mayor to learn that the law-
suit had been abandoned. I don't
know for sure. Neither she nor
the law department has respond-
ed to my messages.

This situation is a shame on a

couple of fronts.

First and foremost, it sends
an unambiguous signal to con-
tractors, developers, and others
that we lack the discipline to
hold people accountable. Folks
who live in the lower numbered
wards, near Union Square and
Brickbottom in particular, are
painfully familiar with devel-
opers and contractors running
roughshod over residents, confi-
dent that the city will continue
to look the other way.

Second, as I said in my pub-
lic comment on Somerville’s
charter reform process: This
“makes a mockery of advocacy,
wastes community engagement,
and threatens to dissipate the civ-
ic activism that is so foundational
to Somerville’s culture” Seeing
time and engagement thrown
away discourages people at a
time when we desperately need
more voices, perspectives, and
engaged citizens to address our
multitude of crises.

In closing though, I will admit
that things are not all terrible:
We got plenty of good ener-
gy from that bad situation. The
council passed an ordinance reg-
ulating the removal of trees on
private property. We have an ac-

tive and engaged tree committee
to connect residents, landscape
professionals, and city staff. The
city has staffed and funded pro-
grams for tree planting, pruning,
and removal. I even flatter myself
to think that all this work has
activated a few additional civ-
ic-minded people who are now
putting in hours to make our city
a better place for all of us.

Still, it’s still frustrating to see
accountability slip away when the
law department and the mayor
fail to respond to a status request
from the court about our very

own lawsuit,

Links:

(1] hetps://www.thesomerville-
times.com/archives/79270

(2] http://somervillecityma.
igm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Le-
giFile.aspx?ID=17090&high-
light Terms=newport+construc-
tion

(3] https://medium.com/@
fdmts/a-cozy-deal-massdot-
and-newport-construction-
3e5b41b664b6

(4] https://medium.com/@fd-
mts/the-role-of-the-city-coun-
cil-in-somervilles-government-

2e318e47b255

Somerville tenants voice support for rent stabilization con rromecss

think 5% is often too high, when
the rents are already too high,’
said Housing Attorney Susan
Hegel. Hegel was one of the
speakers who urged the task force
to consider the use of the COLA
or another index when drafting
the new legislation.
Expanding tenant protections
Speakers also advocated for
just cause eviction protections,
which would limit the legal cir-
cumstances under which a land-
lord could evict tenants. Many
tenants also said that these pro-
tections need to be specific. “It
needs to have language that is

not left up for interpretation,”

said former Somerville resi-
dent Jurett Mooltrey-Weathers,
whose building in Somerville
was recently sold, displacing
tenants.

Speakers also voiced support
for vacancy controls, which
would prevent landlords from
raising the rents of vacant units.
Resident Haley Brown said
that she moved eight times in
11 years due to rent increases.
She said that vacancy controls
are “essential to protect tenants
from landlords who will kick
them out in order to increase
the rent.

Brown added that housing

is not a commodity. She said,

“Artists, community activists,
teachers, people with a diversi-
ty of backgrounds, experiences,
and incomes are the lifeblood of
this city. If they can't afford to
live here, there will be nothing to
stay for” Gabrielle René, a com-
munity organizer with City Life
/ Viva Urbana, said she was dis-
placed from Somerville as a high
school student due to high rent
increases. René said,“We deserve
to have communities. We deserve
to have places where we know
our neighbors. And we deserve

to have a community that we can

afford, that is affordable and hab-

itable.” René added, “Yes, they can
make it affordable and habitable
for everybody.

Nicole Eigbrett, the co-chair
of Somerville's Anti-Displace-
ment Task Force Residential
Displacement Committee, said
that the legislation could reach
the Massachusetts State Legisla-
ture this fall, after the task force
submits its recommendations to
the mayor, and the city council
votes on the finalized proposal
for the new laws. It could take
months or years for the resulting
bill to be approved at the state
level, said Eigbrett.

If passed, the bill would permit

the city to implement a rent sta-
bilization local ordinance. Then,
the city would reach out for addi-
tional feedback from the Somer-
ville community, before the or-
dinance draft would be brought
before the city council again.
More information on the legisla-
tive process can be found at the
Somerville Anti- Displacement
Task Force website.

“These specific listening ses-
sions are only the beginning,
and we very much look forward
to staying engaged with our
community as this legislative
process moves forward,” said

Eigbrett.
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' Food For Free and Lamplighter Brewing Co. tap )

into charitable spirit to launch 'About Thyme'

Food For Free and Lamplighter Brewing Co. (LBCO), are ready to quench your thirst to end hunger. ~TERaE U o AR T b-m
On July 11, the organizations launched “About Thyme,” a limited-edition charitable beer to support '
the nonprofit’s year-round food rescue and distribution efforts across Eastern Massachusetts.

“About Thyme”beer is a Golden Ale infused with lemon thyme, reflecting a perfect blend of refreshing p l C N l C IN 7‘/‘ .
and invigorating flavors. For every pint of "About Thyme” sold, $1 will go directly to Food For Free. For ) \k
non-drinkers, the sober curious and designated drivers alike, a non-alcoholic Sparkling Strawberry s -
Lemonade by Pepita Coffee Co. is also available with $0.50 from each sale benefiting the cause. Both
charitable spirits are available for purchase now through Sept. at Lamplighter Brewing Co.s Broadway cahontatti
and Cambridge Crossing locations, as well as on the brewery’s website. and to benefit FOOD FOR FREE

We are thrilled to be working with Lamplighter Brewing Co. on this innovative partnership,” says Jes- B iR T b e AW W

sica Tretina, Food For Free’s Marketing & Communications Manager. “Not only does About Thyme’
help to raise essential funds for our organization, but it also provides a platform for increasing awareness of hunger in our community as 1 in 3 Massachusetts households

struggles with enough to eat”

On August 10, residents are invited to attend the official launch party of “About Thyme” at a special “Picnic in the Park” held outside the brewery’s Cambridge Crossing loca-
tion, 110 N First St Cambridge. From 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, community members are invited to join the Lamplighter and Food For Free teams in an expanded outdoor beer
garden for a bring-your-own picnic dinner, with fresh pours of About Thyme” as well as several other beer selections available for purchase. More information about the event

can be found on Eventbrite.

“We're so honored to be working with Food For Free this summer to spread awareness about their mission and raise funds for their incredible work,” says Emma Arnold,
Lamplighter Brewing Co.s Marketing Director.“As a business operating in the food and beverage industry, we understand firsthand the importance of supporting sustainable
food systems for all. To be able to support this cause with a delicious collaboration beer was a dream come true for our team.”

Going beyond the pour, LBCO employees will volunteer at Food For Free's Somerville Packing and Distribution Center. The nonprofit is one of the oldest food rescue organi-
zations in the nation. Founded in 1981, Food For Free now serves more than 150,000 food insecure Massachusetts residents and distributes 7.5 million pounds of nutritious

fresh and prepared foods annually.

To learn more about Food For Free and their food rescue and distribution programs, or to donate directly to the organization, please visit: www.foodforfree.org

J

HONK! Festival18th annual festival of activist street bands, October 6-8, 2023

HONK! 2023. The dates for this year’s music festival of activist street bands, October 6-8, are now set. The or- d \ I
ganizing has already begun in earnest, with a more complete schedule of in-person free outdoor events available -

soon after Labor Day weekend.

The HONK! Festival, a music fest originally conceived and presented in 2006 in Somerville, caught on imme-
diately in the local area. Since then HONK! has been presented locally every year, in some shape or form, even
during the particularly tricky era encompassing years 2020 and 2021. HONK! has carried on, not daunted by the
challenges presented.

Full details on how HONK! came to be, the philosophical and pragmatic approaches behind what has now be-
came a HONK! international movement, and what differentiates a HONK! band from other music-makers in
the streets, can all be found at honkfest.org/about.

“By describing HONK! bands as activist, we are referring to bands which are socially engaged — some in direct action and outright political protest, others in community
building, be it performing for social justice or community-based organizations or conducting workshops in the public schools. Further, by performing at street level, usually
for free, without sound amplification and with very little distance between artist and audience, HONK! bands create a participatory spectacle to reclaim public space in ways

that place them at the heart of activist politics.”
Taking a deep dive into the HONK! Wiki can also reveal the far-reaching aspects of this particular progressive musical network.
As they say, stay tuned for further details on this year’s local and longest-running HONK! Festival. For further updates, keep referring to honkfest.org.

HONK! Festival
18th annual festival of activist street bands.
October 6-8, 2023
Held in Somerville, Cambridge, and Boston neighborhoods.
Qutdoors on Fri.-Sun., rain or shine.
Free and open to all.

For further information: www.honkfest.org, info@honkfest.org.
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An Inclusive Somerville Requires Economic Justice

By Somerville City Councilor
At-Large Willie Burnley Jr.

As your At-Large Somerville
City Councilor, I've poured my-
self into making our communi-
ty as welcoming as it can be for
all. From making Somerville a
sanctuary for those seeking gen-
der-affirming healthcare to up-
lifting Somerville’s Black history
by being the first person to name
a park after an African-Ameri-
can (Leonard Grimes Park is on
its way) to passing first-in-the-
nation non-discrimination or-
dinances that protect non-tra-
ditional family structures from
discrimination, I've sought to
ensure that Somerville sends
the message far and wide that
we are an inclusive community.
However, I know that there is
no future for equitable inclu-
sion without affordability.
Anyone will tell you that the
cost of housing is at the heart
of the affordability crisis in our
region. As a renter who was dis-

placed from Somerville several
years ago, I know viscerally the
stress, terror, and trauma that
housing instability has on our
neighbors. Unfortunately, the
statehouse makes it nearly im-
possible for cities like ours to
implement common sense hous-
ing regulations that would cre-
ate stability for tenants. As such,
while we fight to pass policies
like rent stabilization and addi-
tional tenant rights, it is crucial
that our city does everything in
its power to reduce the burden
on residents teetering toward
the economic edge.

One way that I have pursued
economic justice on the council
is by proposing expansions to
worker benefits, For example, in
January, I sponsored an ordinance
that would extend paid leave to
survivors of abuse and violence.
In Massachusetts, employers are
required to offer up to 15 days
of leave annually to employees
who suffer from these horrif-
ic circumstances. However, it is
up to the employer whether this
leave should be paid or unpaid.
As a result, survivors of domestic
violence on average lose out on
137 hours of paid work a year.
In order to support workers and
survivors, we cannot economical-

ly punish them for the violence

of others. The City of Somerville
must establish by law that survi-
vors will receive paid leave while
they seek safety.

The City of Somerville can-
not say that it supports workers
if we are not ensuring our own
workers are receiving a living
wage and decent benefits. As
someone who grew up in a union
household and who was recently
endorsed by the Greater Boston
Labor Council, I want all of our
workers to have the most robust
economic security they can. That
is one reason why in January I
proposed opting Somerville into
the state’s Paid Family and Med-
ical Leave (PFML) program,
which would prolong paid leave
for medical and family emergen-
cies for many municipal work-
ers. Sadly, despite the fact that
opting us into this program is in
the jurisdiction of the city coun-
cil, the administration has failed
to move with urgency to provide
necessary clarity around the fi-
nancial implications of PFML.

My deep conviction that we
need to shatter this status quo
that isnt working for working
people has only been strength-
ened by my time on the council.
Since taking on this role less than
two years ago, I have become
more convinced than ever that

our community needs have been
pitted against corporate greed. As
such, I believe that government
has a moral duty to be as bold
and creative as possible in pur-
suing economic relief for our res-
idents. As a Councilor, I've been
blessed to speak with many of my
neighbors about what econom-
ically drags them down and one
thing that comes up again and
again is the cost of healthcare.

Here’s my hot take of the day:
medical debt shouldn't exist. It
is a policy failure that harms
our neighbors fiscally by dam-
aging their credit scores and
driving them into bankruptcy
as well as physically by coercing
them into seeking care less and
increasing their general stress.
The very existence of medi-
cal debt remains an existential
threat to ensuring healthcare is
a human right.

Through partnership with the
nonprofit RIP Medical Debt
(RIPMD), I've found a way for
the city to abolish over $11 mil-
lion worth of medical debt for
thousands of Somerville resi-
dents who make less than 400%
of the federal poverty rate for
roughly $250,000. This is due
to the complex yet frugal way in
which entities are able to pur-
chase portfolios of debt for pen-

nies on the dollar. RIPMD has
already done this in jurisdictions
across the country using mu-
nicipal funds from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).
In pursuit of this effort, I have
already gotten two major hos-
pitals in our area to signal their
support and offer their assis-
tance for this program. Howev-
et, because the city council has
no power to allocate funds, the
mayor is the ultimate decider of
whether we will be a community
gripped by corporate healthcare
greed. Despite the fact that this
program would be transforma-
tive for thousands of residents
and the months-long dialogue I
have had with them behind the
scenes, the administration has
failed to move with urgency on
this matter.

Our community is at a cross-
roads. We have to decide if
we will be a home only for the
wealthy and elite or if we will
fight to protect our econom-
ic and racial diversity. Those of
us on the edge of displacement
and economic ruin, along with
our co-conspirators in this class
struggle, cannot afford lip ser-
vice about economic justice any
longer. We need leaders who will
enact decisive and bold policies
that refund our residents.

-

developing sustainable buildings and/or affordable housing.

Blais at cblais@somervillema.gov or 781-296-7194 with questions.

and sign the City of Somerville’s Code of Conduct for Board, Commission, and Committee Members.

Somerville Commission on Energy Use and Climate Change seeks one member

The City of Somervilles Commission on Energy Use and Climate Change (CEUCC) seeks one new member, and all Somerville residents are invited to apply. Boards and
commissions offer an opportunity for residents with a range of experience, skills, expertise, and perspectives to share their talents and insights with their community. CEUCC
applicants should have some combination of knowledge about climate change, as well as lived or professional experience with environmental justice communities or experience

The CEUCC advises the City and the Mayor’s Office of Sustainability and Environment on climate change and energy policy issues and assists the City with related program
design and outreach. In the past, for example, the Commission has advised the City on energy performance of city buildings, community choice aggregation of electricity, and
residential solar. Upcoming topics will include the Somerville Climate Forward update; local, state, and federal policy; innovative sustainability practices; and climate equity.

The new Commissioner will serve the remainder of a term through February 28, 2025, with possible reappointment for a three-year term. The CEUCC typically meets on the
second Tuesday of the month from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This is a volunteer position. CEUCC members are confirmed by the City Council. All Commissioners must comply with

Applications are due Friday, August 25, 2023. Interested candidates should submit a statement of interest and resume via email to ose@somervillema.gov with the subject
line “Commission Application” or by mail to 50 Evergreen Ave., Somerville, MA 02145, AT TN: Director, Office of Sustainability and Environment. Please contact Christine

~
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Cabot, Cabot & Forbes and Cannon Hill Capital
Partners Acquire Mystic Avenue Site in Somerville

A joint venture between Cabot, Cabot & Forbes (“CC&F”), a Boston-based developer  cabot, cabot & Forbes and Cannon Hill Capital Partners ' T

Acquire Mystic Avenue Site in Somerville, MA | -
: _—

of mixed-use properties, and Normandy Opportunity Zone Fund, LP, a real estate fund
sponsored by Cannon Hill Capital Partners (“Cannon Hill”), a vertically-integrated real
estate operator, developer and investment manager focused on the Northeast and Mid-At-
lantic markets, announced the acquisition of 65-75 Mystic Avenue in the Assembly
Square neighborhood of Somerville, MA. A portion of the 11.5-acre site is comprised of O
a 125,000 SF retail big box leased to Home Depot. CC&F and Cannon Hill financed the B -— :

purchase with proceeds from CrowdStreet, a fintech company that operates an online real ¢ % « 70 &8 :
estate investment platform, as well as loans from Centennial Commercial Finance Group ~ “ =% o= &0
and Lionheart Strategic Management LLC. b e i _",f" o

Jay Doherty, Chief Executive Officer of CC&F, said “we are pleased to have outstanding e
cooperation from our capital partners and lenders to take ownership of this exceptional - : _ _
property in the face of today’s challenging financial markets.” Eric Rubin, Chief Investment A iy, s G NN s i & VL
Officer of Cannon Hill, added “this continues both Cannon Hill's and CC&F’s longstand- "= ol ) : ) :

ing focus on transit-oriented properties in strong submarkets. We are excited to be a part of the continued growth of Assembly Square.”

“In light of the challenging market environment, this project far exceeded our expectations, with over $68M of equity raised from investors on CrowdStreet,” said David
Govshtein, Managing Director at CrowdStreet. “The size of the raise indicates there is strong investor interest in well located commercial real estate offerings with experienced
sponsors such as Cabot, Cabot & Forbes and Cannon Hill Capital Partners.”

The Seller was represented by David Smookler and Peter Considine of Atlantic Retail, and the Buyer was represented by Tony Ciccolo of Atlantic Retail.

About Cabot, Cabot & Forbes: Boston based CC&F, founded in 1904, undertakes mixed use, residential and life sciences development in Greater Boston with major projects
currently underway in the Fenway, Wakefield, and Woburn. For more information, please visit www.ccfne.com

About Cannon Hill Capital Partners:Cannon Hill Capital Partners is a vertically-integrated real estate operator, developer and investment manager pursuing growth through
a value-added investment strategy primarily focused on repositioning and developing best-in-class office, multi-family, industrial and life sciences properties in the metropol-
itan regions of New York, Boston, and Washington, D.C. Its portfolio under management includes 33 properties aggregating approximately 9.0 million square feet in its core

markets.

For more information, please visit www.cannonhillcap.com.

Somerville man sentenced for felony and
misdemeanor charges related to Capitol breach

A Massachusetts man was sentenced on July 30 in the District of Columbia on felony and misdemeanor offenses for his actions during F .= |

the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol breach. His actions and the actions of others disrupted a joint session of the U.S. Congress convened to ascertain
and count the electoral votes related to the presidential election. Noah S. Bacon, 30, of Somerville, Massachusetts, was sentenced by U.S.
District Judge Christopher R. Cooper to 12 months in prison, two years of supervised release, and ordered to pay $2,000 in restitution.

Bacon was found guilty by a jury on March 3, 2023, of obstruction of an official proceeding, a felony, and the misdemeanor charges of
entering or remaining in a restricted building or grounds; disorderly or disruptive conduct in a restricted building; entering and remain-
ing in the gallery of either House of Congress; disorderly or disruptive conduct in a Capitol building; and parading, demonstrating, or

picketing in a Capitol building.

According to the government's evidence, on Jan. 6, 2021, Bacon was among a mob of rioters illegally on the Capitol grounds. He entered
the Capitol building at approximately 2:15 p.m., through the Senate Wing door, and remained inside for about 50 minutes. While inside
the building, Bacon moved through areas including the Crypt, Hall of Columns, Rotunda, the East Rotunda Door vestibule area, the
Senate Gallery, and the Senate Chamber, where he sat for approximately 10 minutes.

While in the East Rotunda Door vestibule area, Bacon attempted to keep the breached door open as other rioters streamed inside from the East Front. He also used a“Don’t
Tread on Me” flag to cover a security camera before proceeding up the Gallery Stairs and onward toward the Senate Gallery hallway. Bacon was among the initial wave of riot-
ers arriving at the Senate Gallery and watched as rioters prevented United States Capitol Police officers from securing the gallery doors. As Bacon entered the Senate Chamber
balcony, he unlatched the cam bolt on a second door, facilitating entry for others.

Court documents say that Bacon and the other rioters then maneuvered down to the second floor, gaining access to the Senate Chamber, and found a seat in the back of the
chamber, where he remained for approximately 10 minutes as rioters freely roamed the chamber rummaging through desks and paperwork. Bacon exited the Capitol building
at approximately 3:06 p.m. Bacon was arrested on June 30, 2021
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Participatory Budgeting -
How is the New Process Going?

By Will Mbah
Candidate for Somerville
City Councilor at Large

The process of Participatory Bud-
geting began this year as an ex-
periment in citizen participation

with the intent to help educate all

residents about the methods of
budgeting and, especially, to give
high school students an initial experience in democratic
process as they look forward to becoming active citizens
when they reach voting age.

The idea of adding this process to the city’s annual
routine of financial management first arose as part of the
Charter Revision discussions in 2021. Advocates cited
the use of participatory budgeting in other cities, describ-
ing the activity as a way to bring greater transparency to
decision-making and allowing citizen-priorities to more
strongly influence the overall budget process. The Char-
ter Revision Committee and the City Council have not
included the process as a mandated responsibility in the
Charter draft, adopted in May. However, there was gen-
eral support for starting the process experimentally and
testing its effectiveness for later formalization.

For the participatory budget, the Council has set aside
a small amount of the city’s general revenue -- $1 million
from last year’s (FY2023) budget. Of course, all the rest
of the city’s revenue and spending -- $337 million got FY
2024 — has gone through the normal budget process, with
the Mayor proposing line by line expenditures and the
City Council making the specific appropriations of funds.

Despite its small size, it is expected that the citizen in-
terest that participatory budgeting will generate will have
wider impacts. Participants in this activity — especially the
young folks — will broaden their understanding and inter-
est and become more engaged as time goes on.

What has happened so far?

In order to carry out this first year's process, the May-

or appointed a Task Force, which took responsibility for
designing the process. They spelled out all the steps and
rules for taking public testimony and recommendations,
reaching out to a wide public in all groups and languag-
es, and choosing the eligible projects — all of which has
been written up as Guidebook, found on the city web-
site. The public engagement began on March 20, with a
call to citizens to submit ideas about improvements that
can be made on public property in order to benefit their
neighborhoods and the community at large. The Guide-
lines specify that to be eligible for funding, projects must
be one-time expenses, occur only on city-owned land or
facilities and not require the city add staff or engage in full
bidding and contracting procedures.

Two months were provided until May 20 for citizens to
send in their proposals and the Task Force received a total
of 966 communications. All the responses have been post-
ed on the city’s website under a Participatory Budget tab.

During these summer months, the Task Force and a
group of volunteer Budget Delegates, organized in five
committees, are reviewing the proposals and giving each
a weighted average score based on the evaluation criteria
that are spelled out in the Guidelines. This evaluation
will narrow down to a group of 20 of the best and most
interesting proposals, at least one in each category. Then
the Task Force will post the survey ballot, inviting all resi-
dents over 12 years old to vote in September and October.
Votes will be received on line or on paper. Each winning
proposal will have to receive at least 2,000 votes to be el-
igible for funding. Likely a choice will need to be made at
the end, if the $1 million fund is insufficient to cover all
the best programs.

Of course, even if a particular proposal cannot be funded
through the Participatory Budget line, there will be alter-
native ways of funding it under other programs — such as
Community Preservation, Community Development Block
Grants and, of course, the city budget itself for next year.
What ideas for projects have been proposed? How has
the process gone so far?

The 966 ideas that were received have been grouped into
five categories. The largest numbers of specific proposals
appeared in the categories of Streets and Sidewalks, Parks
and Green Spaces and improvements to City Hall and
other city buildings.

Many proposals are for better signage, crosswalks, and
curb realignments at the intersections where the Commu-
nity PATH bike lanes cross streets, as at Lowell, Cross,
and Clyde Streets. Similarly, the intersections where
ramps from the Community PATH descend down to
street level are cited for signs and better sight lines. Traffic
calming suggestions have been made for multiple loca-
tions for speed bumps, new curbing and sidewalk repairs.

A great variety of park improvements and green
spaces have been proposed -- trees and planting, re-
pair and upgrading of recreational equipment, signs
and amenities. One proposal is for the installment of
new bleachers in McKinney Park, another is for a small
wind turbine at Prospect Hill. Sprucing up city build-
ings with new paint jobs, added greenery and repairs
also have been popular proposals.

Other interesting ideas are the creation of a sharing
depot or “swap shop’— where people can bring tools
and equipment to be borrowed by other homeowners
and craftspeople. Ideas for weekend hours at the librar-
ies and the Fabville craft shop, as well as planning for a
community arts workshop and community center have
been proposed.

With so many useful proposals, the voting process in
the fall should be quite lively and elicit the attention of
many citizens. With the multiple means of outreach in all
languages that the Task Force has planned, we may expect
the participatory budget process to achieve its main goal
of bringing new voices and younger participants into the
discussions of city finance and project planning.

Keep watching for the announcement in September
that the ballot box is open.

If you want to learn more or support my campaign,
please visit my website at willmbah.com.

-

our beloved city.

Join in on Saturday, August 5 at 7:00 p.m. at Arts at the Armory, 191 Highland Ave., Somerville, for Boston Tap

Party for dancers, theater-goers, and lovers of the art form.

Their world-class faculty will be joining forces with local guest artists to bring a jam-packed performance to

Featuring Diane Walker with Faculty Ian Berg, Sydney Burtis, Ryan P. Casey, Luke Hickey, Khalid Hill, Jason
Janas, Kelly Kaleta, Demi Remick, Aaron Tolson Paul Arslanian will lead a live band.

Tickets and more info available on their website: bostontapparty.com.

Boston Tap Party

~
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2

7:00 AM Ward 4 Spring Community Meeting
5-16-23

9:00 AM ArtBeat 2023

9:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
10:00 AM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

11:00 AM History of Your House & Family

12:00 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyen

12:30 PM School Committee Meeting 6-26-23
3:00 PM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

4:00 PM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #2
4:30 PM ArtBeat 2023

5:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

6:30 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising

7:30 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyen

8:00 PM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

10:30 PM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
11:00 PM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

11:40 PM SPD Ride Along

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3

12:00 AM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

2:30 AM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

7:00 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Ill

7:45 AM COHR and SPD: Discussion Panel

9:00 AM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

10:00 AM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

11:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
12:00 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change

12:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting 6-27-23
3:00 PM ArtBeat 2023

4:00 PM Ward 7 Spring Community Meeting
5-18-23

6:30 PM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
7:00 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change

7:30 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite

Ayisyen

8:00 PM ArtBeat 2023

9:00 PM Public Safety For All InfoSeries Session 1
9:30 PM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

10:30 PM Spring Hill Walking Tour 2023
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4

12:00 AM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

12:59 AM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

7:00 AM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

7:35 AM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #1
8:00 AM History of Your House & Family

9:00 AM COHR and SPD: Discussion Panel
10:30 AM Ward 2 Spring Community Meeting
5-15-23

1:00 PM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

2:00 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyén

3:00 PM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

5:30 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023

6:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

7:30 PM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

9:00 PM Ward 6 Spring Community Meeting
5-4-23

11:10 PM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting

11:30 PM SomerViva — Kreyol

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5

12:00 AM Community Path Extension
Ribbon-Cutting

1:00 AM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

7:00 AM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #1
7:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
8:00 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising

9:00 AM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards

10:30 AM Spanish All Ward Spring Community
Meeting

12:30 PM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
1:00 PM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.

Washington

2:30 PM ArtBeat 2023

4:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

5:30 PM Finance Committee of the Whole
6-21-23

7:45 PM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting

8:00 PM School Committee Meeting 6-26-23
10:30 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising

11:30 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyen

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6

12:00 AM Community Path Extension
Ribbon-Cutting

1:00 AM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

7:00 AM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #1
7:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
8:00 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising

9:00 AM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards

10:30 AM Spanish All Ward Spring Community
Meeting

12:30 PM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
1:00 PM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

3:00 PM ArtBeat 2023

4:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

5:30 PM Finance Committee of the Whole
6-21-23

7:45 PM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting

8:00 PM School Committee Meeting 6-26-23
10:30 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising

11:30 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyen

MONDAY, AUGUST 7

12:00 AM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
12:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
1:00 AM Pride Flag Raising 2023

7:00 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Il

8:00 AM Spring Hill Walking Tour 2023

9:30 AM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

10:30 AM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards

12:00 PM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis

12:30 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change

1:00 PM Ward 6 Spring Community Meeting
5-4-23

3:30 PM Public Safety For All InfoSeries Session 1
4:00 PM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
4:30 PM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

6:00 PM SomerViva - Kreyol

6:30 PM Ward 5 Spring Community Meeting
4-26-23

8:30 PM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

9:30 PM City Council Meeting 7-13-23
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8

12:00 AM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
12:30 AM Finance Committee Meeting 6-27-23
7:00 AM Ward 4 Spring Community Meeting
5-16-23

9:00 AM ArtBeat 2023

9:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
10:00 AM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

11:00 AM History of Your House & Family

12:00 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyen

12:30 PM School Committee Meeting 6-26-23
3:02 PM Community Path Extension Ribbon-
Cutting

4:00 PM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #2
4:30 PM ArtBeat 2023

5:00 PM Driver's License Info Session em
Portugues

6:30 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising

7:30 PM SomerViva - Ekip k'ap Sipote Komite
Ayisyen

8:00 PM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

10:32 PM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
11:02 PM Independence Day Celebration &
Fireworks

11:41 PM SPD Ride Along

12:00 AM City Council Meeting 7-13-23

2:30 AM Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony
2023

EdTV - Xfinity 15/Astound 15/ 614

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2

8:00 AM Brown School Moving On Ceremony
9:00 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
10:00 AM Kennedy School Moving On
Ceremony

11:00 AM Full Circle Graduation

12:30 PM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
1:00 PM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert

2:30 PM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead

5:00 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

6:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship

7:00 PM Brown School Moving On Ceremony
8:00 PM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
9:00 PM Kennedy School Moving On Ceremony
10:00 PM Full Circle Graduation

11:30 PM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3

12:00 AM SHS Boys' LAX vs Salem

1:30 AM SHS Girls' LAX vs Matignon

8:00 AM SHS Girls Basketball vs Chelsea

9:30 AM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
10:00 AM SHS Football vs Chelsea

12:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Malden

2:00 PM Full Circle Graduation

3:30 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
4:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert

5:00 PM SHS Class Day 2023

6:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
7:00 PM SHS Girls Basketball vs Chelsea

8:30 PM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
9:00 PM SHS Football vs Chelsea

11:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Malden

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4
1:00 AM Full Circle Graduation

2:30 AM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
3:00 AM SHS Chamber Concert

7:00 AM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

8:00 AM SHS Chamber Concert

9:00 AM SHS 2023 Graduation

10:30 AM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
11:00 AM Brown School Moving On Ceremony
12:00 PM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
1:00 PM Kennedy School Moving On Ceremony
2:00 PM Full Circle Graduation

3:30 PM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
4:00 PM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert

5:30 PM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead

8:00 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

9:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert

10:00 PM SHS 2023 Graduation

11:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5

12:00 AM Brown School Moving On Ceremony
1:00 AM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship

2:00 AM Brown School Moving On Ceremony
3:00 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
8:00 AM EI Sistema Somerville June Concert
8:30 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony

10:00 AM Full Circle Graduation

11:30 AM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
12:00 PM SHS 2023 Graduation

1:30 PM Kennedy K-3 Spring Concert

2:00 PM WHCIS K-3 Spring Concert

2:30 PM WHCIS Gr 4-8 Spring Concert

3:30 PM Spring String Fling

4:00 PM SHS Boys' LAX vs Salem

5:30 PM ESCS Spring Concert

6:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
7:00 PM El Sistema Somerville June Concert

7:30 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony

9:00 PM SHS Football vs Cambridge

11:00 PM SHS 2023 Graduation

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6

12:15 AM SHS Football vs Arlington 11-25-99
3:30 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
5:00 AM Chris Herren Speaks to SHS

8:00 AM ESCS Moving On Ceremony

9:00 AM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
9:30 AM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
11:00 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
12:05 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023

12:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
1:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship

2:00 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

3:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert

4:00 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
4:30 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert

5:30 PM Kennedy K-3 Spring Concert

6:00 PM ESCS Moving On Ceremony

7:00 PM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
7:30 PM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
9:00 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
10:05 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023

10:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
11:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship

MONDAY, AUGUST 7

12:00 AM Healey Schoolyard Ribbon Cutting
1:00 AM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert

2:30 AM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
8:00 AM ESCS Moving On Ceremony

9:30 AM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
10:00 AM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
11:02 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony

12:04 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023

12:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
1:21 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship

2:08 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

3:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert

4:00 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
4:30 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert

5:30 PM Kennedy K-3 Spring Concert

6:00 PM ESCS Moving On Ceremony

7:30 PM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
8:00 PM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
9:02 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
10:04 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
11:00 PM Kennedy School Moving On
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8

12:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Lynn English
1:30 AM SHS Hockey vs Latin Academy
8:00 AM SHS Volleyball vs Everett

10:00 AM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
10:30 AM WHCIS K-3 Spring Concert

11:00 AM SHS Boys Soccer vs Malden

1:00 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert

2:00 PM SHS Hockey vs Cambridge

3:30 PM SHS Girls' LAX vs Everett

4:30 PM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
5:00 PM SHS Spring Concert & Art Exhibition
7:00 PM SHS Volleyball vs Everett

9:00 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
9:30 PM WHCIS K-3 Spring Concert

10:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer vs Malden

12:00 AM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert

1:00 AM SHS Hockey vs Cambridge

2:30 AM SHS Girls' LAX vs Everett

3:30 AM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
4:00 AM SHS Spring Concert & Art Exhibition

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613
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SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS:

Upcoming events:

Lockboxes for Seniors — The Free Lockboxes
for Seniors Program is intended to provide
Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) access to your residence in the event

of an emergency where you are unable to
open the door. A key to your residence will be
stored in a secure metal storage device, like a
realtor’s lockbox, at your residence. The access
code to the lockbox will only be available to
Police, Fire or EMS personnel and be used only
during an emergency. The program is target-
ed towards Somerville residents who live alone
and are aged 65+, or those who are disabled
and/or suffer from major medical issues at any
age. Individuals living in apartment complex-
es or other facilities with maintenance staff

are not eligible for this program. For more
information, please contact Debby Higgins at
617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

The Mayor’s Annual Senior Picnic is back! -
Tuesday, August 8th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. at Trum Field (541 Broadway) - There will
be music, lunch and entertainment. To attend
please call Connie Lorenti at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2319 for your free ticket.

Blood Pressure Screening - Monday, August
7th from 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Celeste
Gearhart, RN from the Public Health Nursing
Department will be visiting the Holland St.
Center to conduct blood pressure screenings.
She will be taking blood pressures and hand-
ing out educational materials on heart health.
Stop by to get your blood pressure taken,
meet with Celeste, and ask her any questions
you may have.

A Stroll Down Memory Lane — Wednesday,
August 30th starting at 11:30 a.m. at the
Holland Street Center. Join us for an afternoon
of laughter and memories. The COA DJ, Hank,
has created a memorable slide show high-
lighting our programs, events and adventures
throughout the years! A special lunch will be
served. $5 per person. RSVP by call Debby
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email
Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Knitting Group — Tuesday, August 15th &
22nd from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at our
Holland Street Center. If you are looking

to learn how to knit, rekindle your love of
knitting, or knit with others, join us for our
new knitting group. Our first project will be
learning to knit a potholder. All supplies,
including yarn and needles will be provided.
Please RSVP to Natasha Naim at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2317.

De-Clutter Drop-in Sessions — Thursdays, Au-
gust 3rd and 31st from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at the Holland Street Center. Thinking about
joining the Somerville de-cluttering group

but can’t make a six-week commitment? Do
you want to check in about clutter before the
fall de-cluttering group commences? Look no
further than the De-Clutter Drop-In Sessions.
Both sessions are open to Somerville and Cam-
bridge residents age 60 and over. For more
information or to RSVP please call Natasha
Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317.

Wednesday Bingo — August 16th at the Hol-
land Street Center. Lunch at noon, Bingo to
begin following lunch. RSVP to Debby Higgins
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at
dhiggins@somervillema.gov

Paint Day — Wednesday, August 23rd starting

at 1:30 p.m. at our Holland Street Center. We
will be painting a bottle. Space is very limited.
$5 per person. RSVP to Debby Higgins at 617
625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhig-

gins@somervillema.gov.

Line Dancing Returns! - Monday, August
7th, 14th, 21st and September 11th, 18th
and 25th at 1:00pm. Six-week sessions. Join
us for an afternoon of Line Dancing with Julie
Kaufmann. RSVP to Debby Higgins at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhig-
gins@somervillema.gov.

LCR Game Day - Friday, August 4th and

11th at 10:00 a.m. at the Holland St. Center.
LCR-Left Center Right is a fun, fast-paced dice

game that you won't be able to put down!
Players roll the dice to determine where they
pass their chips. The last player with chips is
the winner and wins the center pot. RSVP to
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or
email Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov
Grab & Go lunch available.

Bingo — Every Tuesday at the Ralph & Jenny
Center starting at 10:00 a.m. Lunch available
following Bingo. RSVP to Debby Higgins by
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Deb-
by at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Bingo — Every Thursday at our Holland Street
Center starting at 10:00 a.m. Lunch available
following Bingo. RSVP to Debby Higgins by
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Deb-
by at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Veteran’s Group — Meets the 4th Tuesday

of each month, August 22nd, at the Holland
Street Center starting at 11:00 a.m. RSVP to
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or
email dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Tech Open Hours — Tuesdays, August 1st,
15th, and 22nd starting at 10:00 a.m. at the
Holland Street Center. Bring your phones,
computers, and tablets or borrow one from
the COA. This is a drop-in style individual
help to answer your technology questions
and frustrations. RSVP to Molly Pagliuca at
781-823-9210 or email Molly at mpagliuca@
somervillema.gov.

Tech Time with Tufts — Monday, August

28th at 1:00 p.m. in our Holland Street Cen-
ter. Tufts University first year students will be
joining our Tech Time Drop-in Hours. Students
will provide drop-in style individual help to
answer your technology questions and frustra-
tions. Please RSVP to Molly Pagliuca at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2318.

Afternoon Movie Day — Tuesday, August 1st
at 12:00 p.m. at the Holland Street Center.
This month’s film is Murder Mystery starring
Adam Sandler and Jennifer Aniston — A New
York cop and his wife go on a European vaca-
tion to reinvigorate the spark in their marriage
but end up getting framed and on the run for
the death of an elderly billionaire. Rated PG-
13. Pizza will be served before the movie; $2
per person. RSVP to Debby Higgins by calling
617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Morning Movie Day - Friday, August 25th,
10:00 a.m. at the Holland Street Center. This
month’s film is Murder Mystery 2 starring
Adam Sandler and Jennifer Aniston — Full-time
detectives Nik and Audrey are struggling to
get their private eye agency off the ground.
They find themselves at the center of an inter-
national abduction when their friend, Maha-
raja, is kidnapped at his own lavish wedding.
Rated PG-13. Pizza will be served after the
movie; $2 per person. RSVP to Debby Higgins
by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email
Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Virtual LGBTQIA+ Exercise Class — Thursdays,
August 3rd, 17th, 24th and 31st starting at
6:00 p.m. via Zoom. RSVP by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Walking Club - Every Thursday, August
3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st at 9:00 a.m.
Meets at the Holland Street Center. Weather
permitting. RSVP, please contact 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page -
Informative, entertaining, lots of photos and
updates. Visit our page at https://www.face-
book.com/SomervilleCOA/

Follow the Somerville Council on Aging
on Instagram! You can find us under the In-
stagram handle: somervillecouncilonaging If
you have any questions or need help follow-
ing us, contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600 ext. 2321 or email her at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of
our monthly newsletter, please contact Mau-
reen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or
email Maureen Bastardi at mbastardi@somer-
villema.gov
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To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.
Let your customers find you in
Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

The SomervilleTimes

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Monica Calvo Realtor®

Real Estate Professional
Cell: 617-605-3308

Email: mcalvo@relocationnewengland.com

Web: remaxpartnersrelocation.com
RE/MAY

RE/MAX A7 4
PARTNERS RELOCATION B¢
44 Park ST s
Andover MA 01810 ; W—:-‘

Each Office Is Ind ly Owned and O

Juscehia LoRusso

\ 617.686.8095

acetin's Cah

Clsbes, for alt occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes
facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

ﬁ Closed Wednesday

#  Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
P‘ Men & Boys Haircuts

é “Best Somerville Barber”

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo, Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito, Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland, Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Givil Litigation
Griminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200
FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

NINASABLE

sell with sable

508.733.8935

Email: Nina.Sable@raveis.com
Web: NinaSable.raveis.com
15 West Central St. | Natick | MA 01760

HOMES
2 ﬁﬁ

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHill[Homes.com
www.WinterHillHomes.com

Telephone: Fax:
(617) 625-2244 (617) 625-4350
(617) 625-4344
EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

b ;3,4
MESSINA

REALTY COLLECTIVE

Bobbie Toner — Real Estate Consultant

Bobbietoner@aol.com 857 488 5138

Martin B. Dropkin
Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times call
Bobbie Toner: 857-488-5138
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled-it doesn't matter!
Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS
too! Call 1-866-258-6720

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLCTimeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in
2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare!
Free Consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call
855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The water
is safe, and the dining is
fantastic. Walk out to the
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks
available. Sleeps 8. Email:
carolaction@aol.com for
more information.

TIMESHARES SOMETIMES
GET A BAD RAP.You won't
want to trade this one. Or-
ange Lake, Florida, Weeks
8 & 9 (February-Sometimes
school vacation). One
floor, full kitchen, laundry,
2 bed/2 bath. Purchase for
$19,000. Rental program
for when you can't go.
Enjoy restaurants, golf
course, water park, more.
Call 978.371.2442 or email
carol@actionunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

Dental Insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real in-surance
- not a discount plan. Get
your free dental info kit!
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Viagra stop overpaying!
Generic Viagra or Cialis
70 tablets - only $99 ship-
ping included! USASer-
vicesOnline.com call now
888-203-0881

HELP WANTED

Senior Software Engineer
(Operational Capabilities
Team) at Sofar Sounds LLC
(Somerville, MA). Rspnsbl
fr ful stak dvlpmnt of Sofar
Sounds Concrt Plner Prtl,
our web app used to cary
out all Sofar cncerts. Req
Bach Deg in Comp Science
or rltd fld or frgn equiv,
flwd by 5 yrs prgrsvly
rspnsbl exp w/ full stak web
app dvipmnt OR Mstrs Deg
in Comp Science or rltd fld
or frgn equiv, flwd by 2 yrs
prgrsvly rspnsbl exp w/ full
stak web app dvlpmnt. Exp
mst incl: 2 yrs exp w/ React
or simlr modrn frnt end/
client framewrks; 2 yrs exp
w/ Ruby on Rails or simlr
modrn bak end/srvr frame-
wrks; 2 yrs exp w/ Heroku,
AWS or simlir cloud hostng
pltfrm; 2 yrs exp w/ contin.
integrtion tools such as Crc-
leCl or Jenkns; & 2 yrs exp
on teams prcticng Agile/
Scrum mthdlgies. Wage
Rng: $159k-$169k/year. Tlc-
mmuting permitd 100% of
the time. Mst b avail durng
US East Coast biz hrs. CV
to recruiting @sofarsounds.
com, Ref. SS1, EOE.

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo! 1-877-
452-1183

CARING FOR AN AGING
LOVED ONE? Wondering
about options like se-
nior-living communities
and in-home care? Caring.
com's Family Advisors
are here to help take the

guesswork out of senior
care for you and your
family. Call for your FREE,
no-obligation consulta-
tion:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-833-800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some Restrictions Apply.
Promo Expires 01/31/2024.
1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-723-0883

FREE HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET for those that qualify.
Government program

for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline,
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping
and handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-877-559-
8698

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! Call Today for
speeds up to 25mbps as
low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift
card, terms apply. 1-877-
459-1615

SWITCH AND SAVE UPTO
$250/YEAR on your talk,
text and data. No contract
and no hidden fees. Un-
limited talk and text with
flexible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer
service. Limited time offer:
get 50% off on any new

account. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-866-926-5071

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator
$0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote.
Call before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protec-tion. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-833-
610-1936

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing
trusted since 1920. Consul-
tation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Call for
free author’s guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America's
#1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our free shower package

& $1600 off - limited time!
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-
417-1306

MobileHelp, America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're
home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long
term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

Free high speed internet
if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,

Housing Assistance, WIC,

Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet. Android tablet
free w/one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping. Call Maxsip
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Inflation is at 40 year highs.
Interest rates are way up.
Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Do you have
$10k or more in debt? Call
National Debt Relief to find
out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less
than what you owe! Free
quote: 1-877-592-3616

Wesley Financial Group,
LLCTimeshare Cancellation
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt & fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free info
package & learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. 833-308-
1971

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased
the above classifieds.
Determining the value of
their service or product

is advised by this publi-
cation. In order to avoid
misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer
employment but rather
sup-ply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients es-tablish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID, or
credit card num-bers. Also
beware of ads that claim to
guarantee loans regardless
of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does
business only over the
phone it is illegal to request
any money before deliv-
ering its service. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll
free numbers may or may
not reach Canada.
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Somerville to commemorate Somerville through

National Purple Heart Day the eyes of Denise

Do you know a Purple Heart recipient or family member? Community mem-
bers are invited to attend a designation ceremony at noon on Monday, August 7,
at Dilboy Post 529 (351 Summer St.) to commemorate National Purple Heart
Day and to mark Somerville as a designated Purple Heart City and part of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart Trail.

For more information, contact the Somerville Veterans’ Office at veterans@
somervillema.gov or call (617)625-6600 x4700.

Street after storm...

\_

S S On This Yy in

Why don't fish play soccer? August 2

Because they're scared of nets

0047 — Caesar defeats Pharnaces at Zela in Syria and declares, “veni, vidi, vici,”

(I came, I saw, I conquered).

The "Original® 1552 — The treaty of Passau gives religious freedom to Protestants living in Germany.
A II Types ve"t cleaning TO adve rti se in 1776 — The Continental Cor'xgress, deciding unanimously to make the Declaration
. of Independence, aflixes the signatures of the other delegates to the document.
Restaurant Hood CIeanmg The 1862 — The A Ambul C i blished by Maj. Gen. G McClell
0 = t . . o
Dryer Vent/ HVAC c|eamng - Weld };n;lyHn; 111:1nc}e1 orislls els ablis ek y Maj. Gen. George McClellan
. ° - Wi i ickok is shot while playing poker.
Power Washing Somerville ' . orve pame P _
Licensed and Insured T‘ 1923 — Vice President Calvin Coolidge becomes president upon the death of
. Warren G. Harding.
in Massachusetts Iimes .
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President Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). “These barriers
harm the most vulnerable people in our commonwealth
and eliminating them is a compassionate step that makes
the path to stability a little bit easier.”

(A“Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

$513 MILLION FISCAL 2023 SUPPLEMENTAL
BUDGET (S 2426)

Senate 38-0 approved a $513 million fiscal supplemental
budget to help close out the books on fiscal year 2023 that
ended on June 30. The House has already approved its own
$693 million package. A House-Senate conference com-

mittee will eventually hammer out a compromise version.

Provisions in the Senate version include $180 million for
fiscally strained hospitals; $60.3 million for staffing at the
Department of Transitional Assistance; $100 million for
the state’s pension fund; $40 million for a settlement of a
court case related to police promotion discrimination; and
$75 million for school districts with extraordinary special
education costs.

“As we fully emerge from the pandemic, the Legislature
has addressed several sectors of state government with
crucial funding to continue to keep the economy of the
commonwealth on a firm footing,” said Sen. Mike Ro-
drigues (D-Westport), Chair of the Senate Committee
on Ways and Means. “The passage of this supplemental
budget today utilizes robust tax revenues to its fullest ef-
fect, making substantial investments in health care, special
education, unemployment assistance and disaster relief
funding. Those investments will keep Massachusetts as a
leader in the key economic sectors for decades to come.”

(A“Yes” vote is for the $513 million supplemental budget.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

7.5 PERCENT PAY HIKE FOR SENATE STAFF-
ERS - Senate President Karen Spilka (D-Ashland)
announced a pay hike for all Senate employees. All staff
members who began work prior to May 1, 2023 will re-
ceive a 7.5 percent pay hike beginning July 31, 2023. For
example, a staffer who currently earns $50,000 will re-
ceive a $3,750 hike to $53,750 while an employee earning
$100,000 will receive a $7,500 bump to $107,500.

T know I reflect the feelings of the Senate members when
I say that we are deeply appreciative of all of your hard
work,” said Spilka in an e-mail last week to Senate staffers.
“Thank you for your continued dedication to the Senate
and the people of the commonwealth.”

Judicial and executive branch employees currently have
the right to form a union but Legislative staff cannot do
so. Two bills, H 3069 and S 2014, pending before the

Legislature would allow these employees to unionize. The

measures are giving little chance of success this year based
on a recent comment from Spilka in July 2022 that "the
Senate does not at this time see a path forward for a tra-
ditional employer-union relationship in the Senate as we

are currently structured.’

LIMIT FEE FOR CASHING CHECKS (H 344) -
The Committee on Consumer Protection and Profes-
sional Licensure held a hearing on a measure that would
set a cap on the fees check-cashing stores and outlets are
allowed to charge. The maximum charge would be 5 per-
cent of the value of a personal check or $5, whichever is
greater, plus a $1 service charge; 2.5 percent of a govern-
ment check plus a $1 service charge; 2.25 percent of a
payroll check plus a $1 service charge; and 3 percent of all
other checks including traveler’s check, cashier’s check and
certified check plus a $1 service charge.

Supporters said of the 34 states that regulate check cash-
ing, Massachusetts is one of eight that do not regulate the
fees that may be charged. They argued these check-cash-
ing "stores” are often located in low-income neighbor-

hoods and take advantage of vulnerable residents.

They noted the bill would provide greater consumer pro-
tections for individuals who are “unbanked” -- folks who
don't have a checking, savings or money market account
or who are “underbanked” --- folks who may have a bank
account, but also rely regularly on alternative financial
services outside of the mainstream banking system. Low-
er-income households, less educated households, Black
households, Hispanic households, working-age house-
holds with a disability and single-mother households are
most vulnerable to being unbanked or underbanked.

“This bill aims to tear down financial barriers that create
situational and generational cycles of poverty by fostering
a fair and responsible market in which low-income fam-
ilies can more easily save and protect their money,” said
sponsor Rep. Kay Khan (D-Newton).“Passage of this bill
will allow people to keep more of their hard-earned in-
come, improving their ability to build assets, create wealth
and promote overall stability in the economy of the com-
monwealth.”

BAN ELEPHANTS AND OTHER ANIMALS (H
3245/S 2189) — The Tourism, Arts and Cultural De-
velopment Committee held a hearing on legislation that
would ban elephants, bears, lions, tigers, leopards, jaguars,
cheetahs and other animals from being used in traveling

circuses and other traveling shows in Massachusetts. Vio-
lators would be fined between $500 and $10,000.

“Itis cruel for any of these large animals to live a life on the
road and be forced into an unnatural lifestyle,” said House
sponsor Rep. Carole Fiola (D-Fall River). “Animal-based
traveling acts have waned in popularity across the nation,
with many companies eliminating animal-based models
and now proudly offering animal-free shows. Currently,
14 municipalities in Massachusetts have local ordinances
banning traveling animal acts and eight other states have
already adopted these bans. Action is needed statewide to

protect wildlife and ensure the humane treatment of all

. ”
animals.

"Exotic, wild animals are subject to abusive training as
they are transported throughout the country and across
the commonwealth,” said Senate sponsor Sen. Adam Go-
mez (D-Springfield). “The cruel exhibition of these var-
ious animals also poses serious health and safety to the
general public. We must be intolerant to animal abuse and
ensure the safety of patrons.’

QUOTABLE QUOTES

Massachusetts, like most states, currently has a law to pre-
vent utility shut offs during the winter months. However
only 19 states have similar provisions for dealing with ex-
treme heat in the summer months. Recent reports from
scientists indicate that Massachusetts residents can ex-
pect extreme heat conditions annually for the foreseeable
future” — Former Sen. Dick Moore, Legislative Chair of
the Dignity Alliance urging passage of a bill to protect older
adults and people with disabilities for having utilities shut-off
during periods of extreme heat.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They
note that their jobs also involve committee work, research,
constituent work and other matters that are important
to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature does
not meet regularly or long enough to debate and vote in
public view on the thousands of pieces of legislation that
have been filed. They note that the infrequency and brief
length of sessions are misguided and lead to irresponsi-
ble late-night sessions and a mad rush to act on dozens
of bills in the days immediately preceding the end of an

annual session.

During the week of July 24-28, the House met for a total
of eight hours and 42 minutes while the Senate met for a
total of 13 hours and 32 minutes.

Mon. July 24 House 11:01 a.m. to 1:52 p.m.
Senate 11:02 a.m. to 3:10 p.m.
Tues. July 25 No House session

No Senate session

Wed. July 26 House 11:04 a.m. to 11:09 a.m.
Senate 11:14 a.m. to 2:48 p.m.
Thurs. July 27 House 11:03 a.m. to 4:49 p.m.
Senate 11:03 a.m. to 4:53 p.m.
Fri. July 28 No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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In AMERICAN QUEERS: Poems Cele-
brating Mid-Century Gay Activists, Jesse
Mavro Diamond imagines a metaphor-
ic kingdom inhabited by four relatively

unknown gay and lesbian royal champi-

ons. With sharp wit and whole-hearted
empathy, the poet extols and elegizes
Stormé Delarverie, Richard Leitsch, Pat
Parker and Chatley Shively. Appending

the poems with well researched biographical notes on each activ-
ist, diverse readers, students and teachers will discover the work
is compelling and informative. AMERICAN QUEERS “im-

presses with historical vision and authenticity.” (Judson Evans)
For Dick Leitsch
Sip-In: 1966

Carpenters, bankers, bricklayers, undertakers.
Why gay bars?

Because we could only be gay

In gay bars.

The N.Y. State Liquor Authority CEO:

No discrimination in bars. Why?

Because bars had the right to refuse customers
not acting suitably. Therefore, disorderly.

Bankers, bricklayers, undertakers, carpenters.
And Dick, a former Tiffany salesman.

All risking entrapment.

Wasn't flirtation with a cute, undercover cop
worth the risk?

At the West Village bar.

John, Richard, Craig and Randy
dropped the “H” word bomb.

We are homosexuals and we want a drink.

Craig, Randy, John and Richard,

OFF THE SHELF

Article by Off the Shelf Correspondent Michael
Todd Steffen.

I took a chance and interrupted solo guitarist/sing-
er Roland Pearsall between two songs while he was
performing in Davis Square a couple of weeks ago.
I had to muster up my courage. Pearsall sings in an
untiring booming baritone, playing covers of James
Brown, Gnarls Barkley, The Genies and Frankie Ford
— from long ago. I was apprehensive of the sizeable
and “mythic” persona of his talent, singular minded
repertoire and the years of tradition resonant in his
guitar and voice. Like I was approaching one in the
brotherhood of Bruce Springsteen or Chris Isaak.

Yet I found Roland to be mild mannered, some-
what bashful, and personally respectful and appre-
ciative of the opportunity to talk about his music.

Michael Steffen: How long have you been playing
in Davis Square?

Roland Pearsall: I started playing Davis Square,
at least a few shows, in 2013. So a decade now. In
2015 I started using an electric guitar out there as
opposed to an acoustic one.

MS: This was your Newport Festival moment?

RP: Laughs...

MS: And you're pretty much a solo artist?

RP: I mostly play solo because of the ease of the
setup. You really are your own boss and can come
and go as you please. I know other musicians and do
occasional full band shows, but I like being self-con-
tained. My two albums — I'm working on my second
one now — have full band instrumentation. In addi-
tion to guitar, I play drums, bass, keyboards and har-
monica, so I can fill out the sound as needed.

MS: I've caught myself standing here especially
listening to you sing Good Good Lovin' or Who's that
Knockin’. I'll even miss one of my buses sometimes
to wait out another set. One thing, it's just plain
good. The summer Lebowskis and young profes-
sionals alike around here suspend their usual chatter
with one another to listen to your music. I see little
children dancing to your songs with their parents.

RP: Yea, well, I listen to everything, classic rock,
blues, soul, R&B, oldies, country, folk, 60's British
invasion, rockabilly ... I enjoy a lot of 90’s and 2000’s

Roland Pearsall: Davis Square’s
Cross-Generation Rocker

by Doug Holder

rock. I've even had rappers come up and freestyle

with me providing the musical backing, so I appre-
ciate that as well. When you've been singing a long
time, you develop your own style, and at this point,
regardless of what genre the song is in, I fit it to me.

MS: It’s distinct in its choice of older music. I often
find myself thinking, This is the music my parents
were listening to when they got together first back in
the late 50s and eatly 60s. To many other listeners,
that would mean the music of their grandparents.
How did you get into the older music?

RP: My parents helped this along for sure. Mu-
sic played constantly in our house growing up — the
Beatles, the Doors, oldies radio, stuff like that. In
fact, I remember hearing Jim Morrison sing Light my
Fire when I was still just a little kid and asking my-
self, “Hmm, a person has a fire to be lit?”

MS: Were your parents musicians?

RP: My father sang at parties and always got a good
response. I was too shy for the longest time. Then I
started doing it. Another inspiration was when my
grandmother took us to see Chuck Berry when I was
a teen. It was a great show. Berry confidently held the
crowd and I felt like I intuitively understood what
he was doing. This set me on the path of discovery,
figuring out what songs to do when, and what to say,
to hold the audience’s attention and generate good
vibes with them.

MS: But there’s a lot of reflection and know-how

to the music too. Continued on page 23

I can’t serve you!
You're not suitable! Therefore disorderly!

It’s true:
When a carpenter has sex with a banker
or a bricklayer has sex with an undertaker

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

or a John has sex with a Craig

or a Randy has sex with a Richard
Being orderly is simply not suitable

— Jesse Mavro Diamond
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August 7 for a 12-mile bicycle ride ex-
ploring the Mystic and Malden Rivers.
Meet at 5:15 p.m. at Paul Revere Park in
Charlestown, just north of the locks.

AAXXXXXXXA LA A A AR AR AR AR A A XXX XXX
Join Boynton Yards and Once Somer-
ville for the next free block party filled
with live music, games, crafts, vendors,
food trucks and cold drinks on August
19. Sip, nosh, shop, play, craft, and rock
out with delicious food, talented vendors,
and incredible artists from around the
world. To RSVP for your free ticket, visit
www.oncesomerville.com.

AKX XXXA XA LA LA LA AL AR AR ARk XXX XXXk
Yart Sale is back, Saturday, August
12, from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m., (rain date
08/13) citywide. To participate, check
out this link: https://forms.gle/ VFFjx-
SW96QscihMy5.

PR R R R R R R R R R R R S S S R P P P e e e e
The Center for Arts at the Armory
needs your support. Join them for an im-
portant community meeting on August
15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Performance Hall,
191 Highland Ave. This meeting is an op-
portunity for Center for Arts at the Ar-
mory, to present to the community, their
mission, leadership, business plan, events,
programs, services and successes. They
will also be presenting ways in which you
can engage with this process and make
your voice heard. Learn more under their
event page on their website www.artsat-
thearmory.org

AKX XXXAX AL AL AL LA AR AR A ARk XXX XXXk

East Somervilles Summer Carnaval
Block Party Series kicked off last month.
These block parties will be held at 115
Broadway (East Somerville Public Li-
brary) and on Illinois Ave. on Sunday
evenings once a month. Enjoy live music,
food, and activities for the whole family.
The next block parties take place August
20 and September 10.
Become a crossing guard and help keep
our students safe. Training is provided,
$20.23 / hour, perfect attendance bonus,
clothing allowance, uniforms provided,
and paid snow days. Send your resume
to careers@somervillema.gov or apply at
somervillema.gov/careers.

*EAXX KA K KA XA A AKX KA AKX KA AKX AR A XXk %

Save the date, Tuesday, September 19.
The 2023 Foodie Crawl planning is in
the works. Taste the wotld on Broadway
in East Somerville and support East
Somerville Main Streets.

Another event coming up is the Somer-
ville Greek Festival. Enjoy delicious,
authentic Greek food and pastry, dance
under the big tent to live music and en-
joy a cold beer or wine while taking in
the excitement at the largest Greek food
festival in town. The festival will run Sep-
tember 8 and 9 from 12:00 to 11:00 p.m.
and Sunday, September 10 from 12:00
to 9:00 p.m. Plenty of free parking. The
menu will be posted ahead of this event,
with plenty of vegetarian options. The
Somerville Greek Festival is an annual
event of the Dormition of the Virgin
Mary Orthodox Church, 29 Central St.,
Somerville. and open to the general pub-
lic. It is a major fundraiser which allows
the community of faithful to continue to
serve the Somerville community through
philanthropy, liturgical services, classes,
youth ministries and much more. Visit
dormitionchurch.org.

*kkkk kkkKkkk kkkkkkkkx

The Somerville Council on Aging is
holding Blood Pressure Screening on
Monday, August 7, from 9:45 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. Celeste Gearhart, RN from
the Public Health Nursing Department
will be visiting the Holland St. Center to
conduct blood pressure screenings. She
will be taking blood pressures and hand-
ing out educational materials on heart
health. Stop by to get your blood pressure
taken, meet with Celeste, and ask her any
questions you may have.

*EAXXAAAK KA XX KA AKX KA AKX KA XXk A Ak Xk %

Dilboy Pool, 110 Alewife Brook Parkway,
is now open for the summer season. Pool
hours are Monday — Friday, 11:00 a.m. —
6:45 p.m., Saturday — Sunday, 11:00 a.m.
— 4:45 p.m. Pool admission: Children —
$1. Adults — $2. Ginny Smithers Pool at
the Kennedy School, 5 Cherry St., sum-
mer hours Monday — Wednesday, 10:00
a.m. — 7:00 p.m. Resident registration for
summer swimming lessons opened on
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July 3. Non-resident opened on July 5 at
8:00 a.m. Limited spots are available. Vis-
it somervillema.myrec.com.

*EEAXKAAX KA AKX XA AX XA AKX XA AKX hA kX k

The

SomerMovieFest returns this year with

City of Somerville’s annual
a series of seven family-friendly films
being shown in parks around Somer-
ville. Screenings begin at dusk. The next
screening will be Top Gun: Maverick,
Thursday, August 3, 8:33 p.m., Sev-
en Hills Park (Somerville Community
Path and Buena Vista Rd.).
AXXXXEAEE A A A A AR AR A A A A XXX XKLL KL

Enjoy free outdoor movies, popcorn,
candy, and fun at The Block at Boynton
Yards, all summer long. Friday Flicks
Outdoor Movie Nights at Boynton
Yards will start at 7:00 p.m. with yard
games and fun, followed by candy, pop-
corn, and movies once the sun sets. Bring
a blanket and get ready for a fun-filled
evening. August 11: Raiders of the Lost
Ark and September 15: The Little Mer-
maid (1995 version). Boynton Yards, 110
South Street.

Kk Kk kKkkk *kkkk *
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The Somerville Police Dept. is happy to
announce the return of the Junior Police
Academy for Somerville Youth Grades
5, 6, 7, 8. The program will run August
7 — 11 and feature a variety of training
situations in which all cadets will be re-
quired to participate in. The program
will include, but not limited to classroom
training, hand on police tactics, and phys-
ical training, Travel days to special events
and more. To sign up, please go to the

Somerville Recreation page: https://bit.
ly/3]ZbZun.
AXXXEAEAEEA A A A AR A AR A A A XXX XXX AL LKL

The Free Lockboxes for Seniors Pro-
gram is intended to provide police, fire
and emergency medical services (EMS)
access to your residence in the event of an
emergency where you are unable to open
the door. A key to your residence will be
stored in a secure metal storage device,
like a realtor’s lockbox, at your residence.
The access code to the lockbox will only
be available to police, fire or EMS per-
sonnel and be used only during an emer-
gency. The program is targeted towards

Somerville residents who live alone and
are aged 65+, or those who are disabled
and/or suffer from major medical issues
at any age. Individuals living in apartment
complexes or other facilities with main-
tenance staff are not eligible for this pro-
gram. For more information, please con-
tact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.
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For updates and detours connected to
Spring Hill Sewer Separation project,
visit:  https://voice.somervillema.gov/
springhillsewer.

Don't forget to visit Somerville’s farm-
ers markets. Every Wednesday through
November 22, 12:00 — 6:00 p.m. visit the
Davis Square Farmers Market, across
from American Flatbread at 44 Day St.
Visit: www.massfarmersmarkets.org/da-
vis. Every Saturday through October 28,
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m., the Union Square
Farmers Market takes place at 66-70
Union Sq. visit: www.unionsquaremain.
org/2023-fmseason.

With hot summer days ahead, the Somer-
ville Homeless Coalition is looking
for essential supplies to help keep those
without a home safe and cool. Whether
it's sunscreen or juice boxes, they have
compiled an Amazon wish list with key
summer items for clients. If you are inter-
ested in donating you can do so through
the link provided or by dropping items off
at their Engagement Center located at 1
Davis Square between Monday and Fri-
day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (closed
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. for lunch). https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2S-
0DQDB8570652ref _=wl_share&fb-
clid=IwAR1ZHXC1Y]nbbt36Zicx-
PnsR7pAEJ4dP1rODG5sNovyNzGE-
68py31ENo.

XA E A A A A A A AKX XXXXXX L LA AR ARk K
Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.

RP: I do a lot of research on my own. One of my great-
est joys is to unearth obscure music that deserves more
attention than it got when it came out. Once I get into
something, I get into it all the way and want to learn ev-
erything I can a about it. Music is no exception.

Catch Roland Pearsall live one afternoon or early eve-
ning in Davis Square, playing his American Standard
Stratocaster — “the perfect street axe” — through his epon-
ymous Roland Cube Street amp, with a separate channel
for vocals. You'll be telling yourself, This is the real thing.

That's how you'll know him, with genuinely inviting en-
tertainment for four generations, you, your kids, parents
and grandparents — wherever “you” are in that lineup. You
can also enjoy his music on https://m.youtube.com/@
RolandPearsall.
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JAY’S.BANK
for today’s
online kind of lifestyle

e Online Banking and Bill Pay « Mobile Banking « Mobile Deposit
e Mobile Bill Pay « eStatements « Debit Cards
® Online Account Opening « CardValet (Card Management App)
e Notifi - Popmoney (Person to Person Payment System)

e Coming Soon: Zelle

Open your account at winterhillbank.com
or visit any of our branches for personalized service

WINTER HILL)BANK:
Te

617-666-8600 | 800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
e € msum e e Y




