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City awards grant to Teen Empowerment
and The Dojo @ Somernova

Teen Time @ The Dojo, a partnership between

The Center for Teen Empowerment and The Dojo
@ Somernova, a free youth-driven community
space on Somernova's innovation campus, has been
awarded a $100,000 grant from the City of Somer-
ville's Department of Health and Human Services.

The grant will allow The Dojo to serve more
Somerville teens by offering consistent, weekly,
year-round programming, mentorship and leader-
ship opportunities, and a dependable after-school
gathering place where young people can drop in
and spend time with friends in a safe and welcom-

ing environment,

No two days at Teen Time will look alike. Teens
will have opportunities to participate in visual, liter-

o

The $100,000 grant from the City of Somerville is intended to help The Dojo @ Somernova continue ary, and P erforming arts p rojeCtS; STEAM, robot-

its valuable programs benefiting local youth.

ics, and climate-tech education; ~ Continued on page 4

A fresh ray of hope guides Vernon Street
Studio artists to a brighter future

By Mina Rose Morales

While filming her documentary A Matter of Light,
Anne Continelli uncovered a hidden truth that
changed the film’s original storyline: Artists face eco-
nomic displacement.

“These people are being priced out,” said
Continelli.

Continelli intended to “tell the genesis” of Vernon
Street Studios. When Maud Morgan, the founder,
spotted the property, she invited others — Karen
Moss, Clara Wainwright, Flora Natapoff, and Bill
Jacobson-— to join her in renovating the space, which
began in 1974. The building was originally one of
Rogers Foam Corporation’s factory warehouses.

Rogers Foam is still part of the building. Many

credit Vernon with starting the migration of artists L e e T e

Anne Continelli's documentary, A Matter of Light, tells the story of Vernon Street Studios’ beginnings.

into Somerville. It transformed  Continued on page 5
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NEWSTALK
Y

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of

The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

In recognition of Overdose Awareness Day and Recovery Month,
the City of Somerville invites community members to a candle-
light vigil and flag planting on Thursday, August 27, from 6 to
7 p.m. at City Hall (93 Highland Ave.) in memory of residents
whose lives were lost to opioid-related overdose in 2025 and years
prior. Somerville Prevention Services staff will host events and
trainings to distribute free overdose prevention information and
harm reduction materials such as nasal spray naloxone (Narcan),
Fentanyl test strips, CPR face shields, and syringe disposal boxes.
To register for an in-person training, visit the SPL website https://
somervillepubliclibrary.org/. For more information on the vigil and
flag planting, visit somervillema.gov/news.
khkkkEkkkkhhkrkhkkhhkhkhkhkhhkhhhhhhhhhx

The State of Massachusetts will hold its Primary Election on
Tuesday, September 1. This election will narrow the candidate
pool before the November Election on Tuesday, November 3.
Offices on the ballot include: Governor, Senator in Congress, Rep-
resentative in Congress, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General,
District Attorney, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor, Coun-
cilot, Senator in General Court, Representative in General Court,
and Register of Probate. Eligible voters may vote one of three ways:
on election day, via early voting, or vote by mail. More information
for the State Primary Election is available at somervillema.gov/
elections. You can also call 311 (617-666-3311) with questions.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Find Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of August 26 — September 1 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday o/m10 0 0
August 26 Sunny 80°/61 7% 3% W 10 mph
Thursday o iy Cloudy  859/70° 18% 1% W 6 mph
August 27
Friday Rain 81°/64° 559% 31%  SW9mph
August 21 ’ ’ P
Saturday o Cloudy  78%/59° 8% 4% NE 6 mph
August 29
Sunday
Sunny 83°/67° 4% 1%  WSW 10 mph

August 30
Monday Partly Cloudy ~ 84°/69° 23% 9% W 9 mph
August 31
Tuesday o mEo

Thunderstorms 80°/65 32% 13% SE 10 mph
September 1

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Somerville’s longest-running bakery to change
locations

Amy Bauman says:

Please please continue with the sign! Seeing that bit of signage makes me feel like Somerville
respects its history.

Marcia P. says:

Too bad the parking is almost non existent. This city has been ruined by people who think this is
a city with overwhelming amounts of real estate and can come up with all these ridiculous ideas
like taking away parking and putting in bike and bus lanes. Bicyclists don't follow the rules of the
road and when was the last time you saw a bus every 10 minutes come down Broadway?? And
don't even mention the widened sidewalks..... I'm surprised (but thankful) that Lyndells is still
here and in business. It has been my family’s go to bakery for as long as I can remember. I'm look-
ing forward to moving away from here. It's too bad......I was proud to say I was born and raised
here....not anymore.

Santo says:

Marcia, as I disabled senior who has lived my entire life in Somerville... I for one appreciate the
city’s efforts to become more accessible to those who cannot drive. Such as myself. One of the

small pleasures of retirement is my weekly walk to Lyndell’s for a sweet treat.

Log onto TheSomerville Times.com to leave your own comments

Be sure to visit us online at
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Life in thefliiks

SThe Spirit of America *

by Jimmy Del Ponte

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Old school, new clothes

I always hated this

up to a certain age when we demanded our
time of year be- shoppingrights.
cause TV is showing Here are some comments about back-to-
back-to-school sales.  school shopping in the 60s, 70s, and 80s.
The yearly ritual of  “Mostly the stores in Davis Square,
The Sweater Shop, Clear Weave, The Bell

Shop, etc. Usually, I got my shoes from

getting new school
clothes begins.

It was a men’s suit Sam’s in Union Square. There also used to

store named Anderson Little at Welling-  be another smaller shoe store near Sam’s. I
ton, which was usually our stop for pants. think it was called Classy’s. Got some nice
shoes there.”

They were always itchy. We had to wear

the clothes our parents bought us. That is, “Filenes, Jordan’s, and some department

RESTAURANT & TEQUILA BAR

FREE Dessert
with the Purchase

of an Entree.
Show this to your server

Taco Tuesday

Craft Margs Mexican Cuisine Speciall

Hours:
Mon - Fri 4pm - 1 am
Sat 12pm - 1lam

@ 505 Medford St. Somerville
a%)

store that had the school supplies.”

“My mother would have me sit on the
floor in the very tiny shoe department
at Gilchrist's and try to jam my feet into
shoes that wouldn’t fit, off the rack. If that
didn’t work, we stopped at Hanlon Shoes,
next to Kennedy’s in Porter Square.”

“Parke Snow for Peter Pan collar blous-
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es and navy-blue knee socks to wear with a
uniform and Highland shoe””

“We shopped at Zayer, Thom McCan
shoes and Bradlees.”

To make matters worse, I had to wear a
white shirt and necktie for the first eight
years of my school days. But I finally es-
caped from Saint Clements.
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Money Map Tip of the Week

By Vincent Hicks, CPA

Q: Tax deductions and tax credits —
what’s the difference, and how can they
save me money?

A: Both can lower your taxes, but they
work in very different ways.

+ A deduction reduces the amount of in-
come that gets taxed.

For example, if you have a $1,000 deduc-
tion and your tax rate is 20%, that deduc-
tion could save you about $200 in taxes.

+ A tax credit reduces the tax itself — and
generally has a bigger impact.

A $1,000 tax credit can reduce your tax

bill by the full $1,000, assuming the credit
is fully available to you. That's why credits
are often described as reducing taxes “dol-
lar for dollar.”

+ But you don't get to choose.

Tax law determines whether something
qualifies as a deduction, a credit, or nei-
ther. For example, certain business ex-
penses and mortgage interest may qualify
as deductions, while the Child Tax Credit
and certain energy-related incentives are
tax credits. Both individuals and business-
es may qualify for deductions and credits
depending on their circumstances.

Bottom Line: Both deductions and credits

can save you money on taxes, but credits gen-
erally provide a bigger benefit dollar for dol-

lar. A deduction reduces the income that gets

taxed; a credit directly reduces the tax itself.

Any questions? I'm Vincent Hicks, a CPA
based in the Cambridge—Somerville area.
Reach out at vincent@hickscpasolutions.

com or (859) 553-0788.

Disclaimer: This column provides general
financial information and should not be con-
sidered legal, investment, or tax advice. Indi-
vidual situations vary. Always consult a qual-

ified professional for personalized guidance.

City awards grant to Teen Empowerment and The Dojo @ Somernova

CONT. FROM PG 1

civic engagement; leadership development;
workforce-readiness workshops; financial
literacy and life-skills development; as well
as a host of fun activities from bingo and
trivia to DJing and summertime water wars.
Teen Time advances the City of Somer-
ville's commitment to expanding acces-
sible, high-quality out-of-school oppor-
tunities. Books of Hope will join Teen
Empowerment and The Dojo @ Somer-
nova in delivering programming that re-
flects the strengths of each organization,
such as open mic nights and more.
"Having attended countless great
events at the DoJo, I'm excited to see this
expansion of programming and looking
forward to seeing where it goes. This
will deliver exactly the kind of creative
gathering space that our youth have been
calling for more of -- and that the city is
seeking to grow," said Mayor Jake Wil-

son. "From flexing their creative minds,

to building skills, or just having a wel-
coming place to hang out, play games,
and make friends, our teens will now
have more opportunities to connect and
learn in their free time. I want to thank
our outstanding local youth providers,
Teen Empowerment and the DoJo, for
working together to deliver that.

While Somernova is known for bring-
ing together groundbreaking climate and
technology companies, the campus has
long invested in creating spaces that serve
the broader Somerville community. The
Dojo reflects that commitment by ensur-
ing young people have access to the culture
of creativity, innovation, and opportunity
that defines the campus.

"The Dojo was created to be a place
where every young person feels like they
belong," said Kristin Phelan, Vice Presi-
dent of Real Estate Development & Ex-
ternal Affairs for Rafi, owner and operator

of Somernova. "This investment in Teen

Time reflects what Somernova believes:
innovation begins by investing in people.
We're committed to creating opportunities
for young people to discover new interests,
build confidence, and see themselves as the
next generation of innovators, entrepre-
neurs, artists, and leaders. We're grateful
to the City of Somerville for making that
vision possible.”

“The Center for Teen Empowerment
has spent more than two decades work-
ing alongside Somerville's young people
to help them develop their voices, leader-
ship skills, and confidence,” said Abrigal
Forrester, CEO, Center for Teen Empow-
erment. "Teen Time @ The Dojo creates
another powerful opportunity for youth to
get the support they need to thrive. We're
excited to partner with Somernova to
make this vision a reality.’

For Somerville teens, Teen Time pro-
vides something that's been hard to find:
free, consistent programming designed
specifically for older teens

Bazel Towne, a Teen Empowerment

Youth Organizer, said, "Teen spaces like
the Dojo are what drive young people
like me to find themselves. Social connec-
tions form identity and belonging, which
are two of the most important aspects of
youth. The community that Teen Empow-
erment Youth Organizers are building at
the Dojo will be youth-led, impactful, and
most of all fun!"

DJ Freeman, a recent Somerville High
School graduate now attending Salem
State University, added: "I've been in
Somerville for 10+ years, and I've never
seen a program for older teens like Teen
Time. They have the best gaming, snacks,
and always have something going on every
week without signing up for anything.’

Teen Time @ The Dojo will be open
to all Somerville youth ages 14-19, with
intentional outreach to immigrant youth,
youth experiencing housing insecurity,
and others facing barriers to enrichment
opportunities.

For more information about The Dojo
and Teen Time programming, visit TheDo-
jo at https://www.dojosomernova.com.
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A fresh ray of hope guides Vernon Street Studio artists to a brighter

future

CONT. FROM PG 1

Somerville from a sort of industrial-run-
down town to a vibrant one, according to
Continelli.

For years, Vernon Street Studios re-
mained hidden in plain sight as onlook-
ers only noticed the famous Rogers Foam
factory. Thanks to Somerville Open Stu-
dios, a free annual arts event and day when
artists showcase their work throughout
Somerville, the community noticed the
arts building,

“And then when Open Studios hap-
pened, all these people who lived down
the street would come in and marvel that
this jewel was right in the middle of their
neighborhood, and they didn't know what
went on here,” said Clara Wainwright in
the documentary.

The Somerville Museum screened the
documentary on Wednesday, July 29. Con-

o

e
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tinelli interviewed many artists who ex-
plained the importance of art and creative
workspaces. The creatives also explained
the difficulties artists face economically
due to escalating costs.

"I try to sell all the time,
but it's hard"

It gives it cachet. It gives it class. It gives
it importance. And art is crucial to the
spirit,” said early artist Adele Travisano.

Steven Cabral is part of one of the fresh
waves of artists at Vernon and deeply en-
joys its community. Like many, he doesn't
know where artists will go if they're dis-
placed. Most art studios are very expen-
sive, according to Cabral.

Visit rcc.mass.edu/register or

call 857-701-1200 to get started.

Nationally, more than 57% of artists re-
ported that they are worried about living
expenses such as housing, food, utilities,
or medical care, according to the Mellon
Foundation’s National Survey of Artists.
About 22% of artists expressed concerns
about not having enough to eat, while 32%
worried about covering medical costs.

“I try to sell all the time, but it's hard.
Art is expensive, and people can't just
plunk down the amount of money that it
costs to buy something,” said early artist
Jane Sherril.

Continelli believes there’s hope for the
future. She offered a possible solution: The
city should continue to help protect artists.
She also believes people’s choices can keep
housing affordable. If she sells her home,
she plans to pass it on to first-time home-
owners instead of to a developer.

Anne Continelli, director and producer of A Matter
of Light. — Photo courtesy of Anne Continelli

OXBURY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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Open Door Chats: Urban Forestry

By Harry Kane

Planting more trees and expanding the
canopy cover in Somerville was the focus
of a recent episode of Open Door Chats
hosted by Mayor Jake Wilson.

The mayor sat down with the city’s
Senior Urban Forestry and Landscape
Planner, Dr. Vanessa Boukili, to learn
about the work that is being done to in-
crease the canopy cover, which in 2018
was 14.6 percent. The city’s goal is to
increase the canopy cover to 16 percent,
explained Boukili.

“We have to remember we're the dens-
est city in New England, so we are limited
to where trees can go,” said Boukili. “We
think this is a reasonable and attainable
goal that will increase the spread of our
urban forest canopy cover.’

Boukili, an ecologist and certified arbor-
ist, has been with the city almost 10 years
now, and she leads the three-person team,
referenced by The Boston Globe as the
“Tree Amigos,” who work collaboratively
to manage Somerville’s urban forest.

New data collected in 2024 provides the
public with the species, location, and size
of each tree, she said.

When looking at a map of trees, it be-
comes clear that there is a “tree equity gap”
from one neighborhood to the next.

Ward 1 has an 8 percent canopy cover
while Wards 6 and 7 have a 20 percent
canopy cover.“So, there is a huge disparity,”

she said. And finding places to plant trees

in East Somerville has been challenging.

Boukili said climate change is another
factor affecting tree health, which may be
creating “stressful conditions” for trees in
the city.

As well, pests and invasive species, such
as the emerald ash borer, found in 2018,
had a major impact on all ash trees.”We've
been proactively treating our healthy ash
trees to keep them around.”

Survive and Thrive

The team plants at least 350 trees per
year and divides the planting into two dif-
ferent seasons, spring and fall.

“We want to put the right tree in that
can survive in the long run and thrive,” said
Boukili.

Planting contractors will plant and
maintain the tree for two years. The most
important thing for new trees is to get
enough water. Green irrigation bags that
hold 20 gallons of water with holes at the
bottom provide a deep soak to the soil at
the base of the new trees.

“Filling up the gator bag one time a
week from a resident can really make
or break the tree's health,” said Boukili.
“We do have the tree watering for two
years from our contractors, but after that
they're kind of on their own, so we en-
courage people to water,”

Weeds growing out of tree wells can be
competing for water resources that are al-
ready limited for the tree, so if residents
want to help by weeding tree wells, that
would be much appreciated, she explained,

Mayor Jake Wilson welcomed Senior Urban Forestry and Landscape Planner, Dr. Vanessa Boukili, to a recent
episode of “Open Door Chats” to discuss Somerville’s canopy cover.

but the team wants residents to make sure
intentional plants aren't weeded out.
Residents can sign up to adopt a tree of-
ficially through the city’s adopt a tree pro-
gram that the urban forestry committee
designed.
Building Biodiversity
The Callery pear tree is the most com-
mon species just after the Norway maple.
“We definitely work to increase the spe-
cies diversity across the city and within
each street,” said Boukili.
An urban forestry rule, explained Bou-
kili, is never to plant more than 10 percent

of any one species, 20 percent of any one
genus, and 30 percent of any one family.
“That sort of gives you some resiliency if
there is an issue.”

The city aims to plant a diversity of spe-
cies with 20 to 30 different species every
planting season.

Boukili's favorite tree right now is the
Kentucky coffeetree. It grows large and
provides a lot of shade. But in the colder
months, she said, “It looks kind of weird
and gangly in the winter when it loses its
leaves. It looks kind of like a Dr. Seuss tree,
especially when it's young”

sharing resources.

Aging by September 1.

Savor the final days of summer during a festive afternoon of food, music, and com-
munity. Somerville seniors are invited to the City’s annual Senior Picnic on Thursday,
September 10, at Trum Field (541 Broadway) from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Meet or catch up with neighbors, chat with Mayor Jake Wilson and City Council-
ors, and enjoy lunch and music from a live band and DJ. City staff from Health and
Human Services, Recreation, Somerville Police, Mobility, and more will be on-site

“The senior picnic is a cherished tradition in Somerville, giving seniors an opportunity
to enjoy a meal with their neighbors and access to important city resources,” said May-
or Jake Wilson.“Thank you to the Council on Aging and City staff for continuing to
support and celebrate our older residents through community connection.”

Admission to the picnic is free, but tickets are required. To reserve a spot, contact the
Council on Aging at 617-625-6600 ext. 2319 by Friday, September 4. City-supported
transportation to the picnic is limited and must be requested through the Council on

' Somerville Annual Senior Picnic September 10

—— _—-—"'--n_._

"Nothing beats our senior picnic. I love coming together to celebrate community and make new memories,” said Councilor-At-Large Kristen Strezo. “If you or a loved one
hasn't experienced the picnic yet, I hope you'll come this year. This is a great way to learn about the Council on Aging and City services, and is a way to make new friends.”

For questions or more information, please call the Council on Aging at 617-625-6600 ext. 2319.
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COMMENTARY

lllustrated by Jim Clark

Somerville salutes its dedicated workforce this coming Labor Day.

Our View Of The Times

On the first Monday of September, Labor
Day is celebrated to honor and recognize
the American labor movement and the
work and contributions of laborers to
the development and achievements in the
United States.

It is also a time to show appreciation for
all the everyday workers of today who help
keep our economy strong and serve the
needs of everyone.

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 2

Beginning in the late 19th century, as the
trade union and labor movements grew,
trade unionists proposed that a day be set
aside to celebrate labor. “Labor Day” was
promoted by the Central Labor Union and
the Knights of Labor, which organized the
first parade in New York City. In 1887,
Oregon was the first state of the United
States to make it an official public holiday.
By the time it became an official federal

holiday in 1894, thirty states in the U.S.
officially celebrated Labor Day.

Labor Day is called the “unofficial end of
summer” because it marks the end of our
culture’s nominal summer season.

Of the 7% of Americans who take two-
week vacations, many take their vacations
during the two weeks ending Labor Day
weekend. Many fall activities, such as
school and sports — particularly football —

begin about this time.

To take advantage of large numbers of
potential customers with time to shop, La-
bor Day has become an important week-
end for discounts and allowances by many
retailers in the United States, especially for
back-to-school sales.

So, enjoy the long weekend. Take time
to relax or enjoy some outdoor activities.
You work hard, you deserve it.

your polling location at somervillema.
gov/mysomerville.

Happy birthday this week to several lo-
cals: Happy Birthday to our own Bob
“Monty” Doherty, who is celebrating
this week. You can enjoy his historical
columns in our paper every other week.
We wish him the best. Rep. Christine
Barber is also celebrating this week. We
wish her a great day. Happy birthday to
former City Councilor Judy P Neufeld.
We wish her a great day. Happy birth-
day to Marilyn Publicover, the sister of
our former publisher, who is celebrating

this week. We wish her the very best. We

wish all of our Facebook friends, such as
Kathleen Goss, Louise Cruz-Partee, El-
lie Loder Chute, John McDermott, Bob
Baxter, Cheryl Endicott-Ribeiro, Mi-
chael Madden, Leesette Bengar, Isabel
Mercauto, Donna M Morabito, Thomas
B Metcier, and Andreza S. Moon, a very
happy birthday. We hope everyone has a
great day. To all the others we may have
missed, we sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.

The Strummerville Ukulele Club meets
every 4th Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m.
at the Rooted Café inside Arts at the
Armory. Whether you just picked up a

uke or you've been strumming for years,
all levels are welcome. Come for the mu-
sic, stay for the community. This month's
event is August 26, 6 — 9 p.m., Arts at the
Armory, 191 Highland Ave.
dhkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkhhkhkhkhkhhkk

Somerville Arts and Culture invites
community members to apply as pan-
elists for the 2027 LCC Grant cycle.
Panelists review grant applications, learn
how the local funding process works, and
help support artists and cultural projects
across our community. Whether you're
an artist, educator, cultural organizer, or
community member who cares about arts
and culture, wed love to hear from you.

Apply by October 1. https://somervil-
leartscouncil.org/lcc/lcc-panelist-appli-
cation/.
dhkEkkhAkkhhkkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhhkhhkkhhrhhkk

Orange Line service will be suspended
between Oak Grove and Back Bay for
infrastructure upgrades from Thurs-
day, August 20 through Sunday, Au-
gust 30. Riders can use shuttles be-
tween Oak Grove and North Station,
and the Green Line between North
Station and Copley/Back Bay. MBTA.
com/OrangeLine. Bluebikes riders can
get a free$10 credit to help get around
during the planned MBTA Orange Line

closure. Just enter code Continued on page 19
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(noun) A miscella-

neous mixture, hodgepodge
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1.In AKC dog
shows, what group
would a Rottweiler
be in?

2. What three crops,
when planted togeth-
er, are known as the
“Three Sisters"??

3. In Major League
Baseball, how far is
it from the pitcher’s
mound to home
plate?

4. A 401(k) account
is designed to help

you save for what?

5. What is the last

name of the business
tycoon behind the
“No. 5" perfume?

6. DTI, stands for

what in real-estate
parlance?

7. What is Route 66

famously known as?

8. What is the official

currency of Japan?

9. How many states
does the Appalachian

trail cover?

10. What is the only
sport to have been
played on the moon?

11. Who founded

Motown Records?

12. How old was
Tiger Woods when
he first won the Mas-
ters?

Answers on page 14

A

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:
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The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. The most common name in the world is Mohammed.

2. Women hiccup less than men.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
EMMYS

ACROSS

1.Cut off

6."Be quiet!"

9. Yellowjacket

13. Brunch offering

14. Lawyers' org.

15. Capital of Vietnam

16. Without illumination

17. Harland David Sanders' title, abbr.
18. Abhorrence

19._ 'Theater, Emmys venue
21.2026 Emmy Awards host
23. Fah follower

24. Like a certain eagle

25. Grill master's acronym

28. Aussie's neighbor

30. Kick the bucket

35. Look angry

37. Opposite of riches

39. Holiday spirit spreader

40. Soprano's song

41. Introduction

43, Flocculant, for short

44. Queen Elizabeth's favorite dog breed
46. Dog command

47. show, like nominated "Jimmy Kim-

mel Live!"

48. Works dough

50. Highest volcano in Europe

52."T agree”

53. Winter woe

55. Publisher's revenue source, pl.
57."Euphoria” Lead Actress nominee
61. Most nominated series for 2026 Emmys
(two words)

65. Love, in Paris

66. Don't waste

68. Ottoman Empire VIP

69. Carried a torch

70. Biochemistry acr.

71. Scrabble pieces

72. Editor's "let it stand”
73."____or nothing"

74. Kind of peak

DOWN

1. Fish ak.a. porgy

2. European sea eagle

3. Velum, pl.

4."The Iliad" and "The Odyssey, e.g.

CROSSWORD

caLL consumer ceLlutar 888-804-0913
© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Gellular

© StatePoint Media

5.Did the test again

6. Quarterback’s downfall

7. Network/streamer with most nominations
for 2026 Emmys

8. Chinese Checkers predecessor

9. Dry riverbed

10. Type of cuckoos

11. Middle Eastern market

12. Type of cotton fiber

15. Vast multitudes

20. Bird sound

22. Matterhorn, e.g.

24. Biased

25. Nominee Jason Bateman's"
26.B on Mendeleev's table

27. One-twentieth of a ream

29. W in VFW.

31. Huck Finn's escape

32. Embedded design

33. Fur shawl

Rabbit"

34, Jean Smart's nominated comedy

36. Sitar music

38. Assigned spot in #19 Across

42. Myna, alt. sp.

45, Driver's license alternative (2 words)

49. Sushi sauce

51. Experts

54."Little House on the Prairie” protagonist
56. "The rain in ___
plain”

57. Nukes

58. What exhaust pipes do

59. Opposite of all

60. Simon and Gurfunkel, e.g.

61. Bluish green

62. Robinson Crusoe's turf

63. Short for Theodora

64. *Nominated Mark Ruffalo’s drama series

67. *Connor Storrie's nominated show, acr.

falls mainly on the

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Dorothy/s Comer

Roasted Patty Pan

Squash & Tomatoes
‘Two Ways

This recipe was inspired by what was
available at the local farmers market.
I stock up on produce, cook it for the
week, and use the produce in various
dishes. I usually purchase what looks
really good, and at times I don't always
have a specific dish in mind. This par-
ticular dish has different textures, con-
centrated flavors, fresh components,
and a nice balance of acidity from the
balsamic glaze. It certainly tastes as
good as it looks!

1-1/2  Pints  Cherry  Tomatoes,
multi-colored (divided 1 pint-1/2
pint), all cut in half, lengthwise

2 Tablespoons Olive Oil, divided

1 Medium Shallot, sliced thin

1 Garlic Clove, minced

2 Patty Pan Squash, each cut into 8

wedged pieces
1/4 Cup Pesto
Salt & Pepper
Balsamic Glaze
Basil leaves for garnish

Preheat skillet, add 1 tablespoon ol-
ive oil, add shallot, turn heat to medi-
um/low and sweat for approximately 5
minutes until translucent. Add 1 pint
of tomatoes, garlic, a pinch of salt &
pepper. Give it a good stir and cook
down until almost all of the liquid is
absorbed. Put aside. Meanwhile, toss
the squash with the remaining olive
oil and a pinch of salt & pepper. This
can either be pan-roasted or placed on
a lined sheet pan and placed in a 375°
oven and roasted for about 20 minutes.
Toss the remaining 1/2 pint of toma-
toes with the pesto and coat well. This
dish can be assembled and served im-
mediately, or at room temperature. As
always, taste and adjust seasoning if
needed. Place the cooked tomato mix-

ture in the middle of the plate and top  tion and garnish with basil. Serves 3-4

with the pesto-coated tomatoes on asaside.

top and around the cooked tomatoes.
Place the squash in each corner of the  Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddimar-

plate and drizzle with balsamic reduc-  202002.wix.com/thymethief.

i Join Somerville’s Nepali )
Street Food Festival

=)
TR
i

NION
i

JOIN OUR
COMMUNITY
MEETING ON ONE
UNION SQUARE

You’re invited to share your ideas for
creating vibrant new housing and green
space in the Union Square neighborhood.

Learn about the One

Celebrate the rich flavors and vibrant culture of Nepal at the Somerville Nepali

. Tuesday August

() 25 2026 Union Square site

Share ideas for the
space

Connect with
community members
on the future of
housing in Somerville

Street Food Festival on Saturday, September 5, from 2 to 8 p.m. at Somerville City

Hall (93 Highland Ave). The rain date is Sunday, September 6.

(O 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Community members are invited to enjoy food from Nepali vendors, along with
live cultural music and dance performances throughout the day. A DJ from Nepal

Urban Axes: 2
Union Square,
Somerville, MA

will keep the celebration going with music into the evening.

The festival is led by the Somerville Office of Immigrant Affairs and the Non-Res-
ident Nepali Association (NRNA) NCC USA Massachusetts Chapter, in collab- T

. . . . RSVP at oneunionsquare.com/community-meetin ;
oration with the Somerville Arts and Culture Division. 9 fy 9 e

Meeting is not being held as a requirement of any regulatory process. Redevelopment plans have not yet been filed.
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hearing on
Thursday, September 3, 2026, at 6:00pm through Zoom.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Planning
Board will be conducted via remote participation. A recording of these
proceedings can be found online here: Agendas, Minutes, & More.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_F1z60LZbRO65RDKIAIDuow

TO CALLIN
An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

365 Somerville Ave Adam Dash, Esg. on behalf of Somerville
Family Dental PC requesting a removal of
conditions from Special Permit DRA#2020-

0125 in the Mid-Rise 5 (MR5) zoning district.

Adam Dash, Esg. on behalf of Somerville
Family Dental PC requesting a removal of
conditions from Special Permit DRA#2020-
0125 in the Mid-Rise 5 (MR5) zoning district.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.
Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at the
hearing or by submitting written comments by email to
PlanningBoard@somervillema.gov.

Persons with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and services for ef-
fective communication (i.e., CART, ASL), written materials in alterna-
tive formats, or reasonable modifications in policies and procedures in
order to access the programs, activities, and meetings of the City of
Somerville should contact the ADA Coordinator in advance at 617-625-
6600 x 2059 or ADA@somervillema.gov.

8/19/26, 8/26/26 The Somerville Times

369 Somerville Ave

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual public
hearing on Wednesday, September 2, 2026, at 6:00pm through Zoom.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Zoning
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. A record-
ing of these proceedings can be found online here:

Agendas, Minutes, & More.

TO USE A COMPUTER
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WWN_BKgmcmheRAaJ32VOrPXwfw
TO CALLIN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

180 Somerville Ave  Seth Anderson seeks to expand the existing
formula business into the neighboring vacant
storefront, which requires a Special Permit for
the expansion of a pre-existing nonconforming
formula business.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.
Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by email to
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

Persons with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and services for ef-
fective communication (i.e., CART, ASL), written materials in alterna-
tive formats, or reasonable modifications in policies and procedures in
order to access the programs, activities, and meetings of the City of
Somerville should contact the ADA Coordinator in advance at 617-625-
6600 x 2059 or ADA@somervillema.gov.

8/19/26, 8/26/26 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
JAKE WILSON
MAYOR

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville City Council's Legislative Matters Committee will hold
a public hearing on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 6:00 pm. Pursuant to
Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this hearing will be conducted via remote
participation.

REGISTER ONLINE
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/89890502420

You have two ways to be heard at this meeting:

1. Enter the link exactly as it appears into your internet browser.
You will then be asked to register for the meeting.

2. Ifyou are unable to attend but wish to be heard, you may
email your comments to publiccomments@somervillema.gov,
or send them by US mail to the City Clerk, 93 Highland Avenue,
Somerville, MA, 02143. Your comments must arrive no later
than 4:00 PM on the day of the Hearing, in order to be sure they
are conveyed to the Council for inclusion with the Hearing
testimony.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments concerning
the following:

e 89registered voters submitting a petition requesting a
public hearing regarding Police Body-Worn Cameras,
pursuant to Section 2-11 of the City Charter.

* Davis Square Neighborhood Council submitting comments
re: formal recognition by this Council as a neighborhood
council under Chapter 7, Article IX of the Code of Ordinances.

e T4 registered voters submitting a petition requesting a public
hearing regarding the proposed ethical procurement
ordinance, pursuant to Section 2-11 of the City Charter.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

COURTNEY HENDERSON
CITY CLERK

8/19/26, 8/26/26 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
RFA#27-08

Somerville’s DPW, through the Procurement Department, is seeking
contractors to provide snow plowing services for the city:

SNOW PLOWING 2026-2028

Interested vendors may obtain a Request for Application (RFA) packet
from the Procurement Department by downloading from our webpage:
Procurement webpage:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/procurement-and-contracting-services
or request by email:
Lcarroll@somervillema.gov

Vendors must return their completed RFA packet to
Lcarroll@somervillema.gov
Return completed package by Thursday

September 17, 2026, by 3:00 pm

By Email or Deliver To:
Department of Procurement & Contracting Services
1st floor, Somerville City Hall
91 Highland Ave.
Somerville, MA 02143

8/26/26 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB #27-09

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting
Services Department, Invites Sealed Bids For:

Ready Mix Concrete

A bid package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement or from the City of Somer-
ville's BidExpress page at http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on
or after: Wednesday, August 26th, 2026. Sealed responses will be re-
ceived at the PCS Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave.,
Somerville, MA, 02143 or via Bid Express until: 2:00 pm, Thursday, Sep-
tember 10th, 2026. The Chief Procurement Officer reserves the right to
reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of
the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please email Logan Carroll Lcarroll@somervillema.gov for more information.

Logan Carroll
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407
8/26/26 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
IFB #27-07

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting
Services Department, invites sealed bids for:

On-Call Fleet Repairs: Light Duty/Non-Commercial

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at www.bidexpress.com,
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or from the PCS Depart-
ment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on
or after 08/26/2026. Sealed bids will be received at the above office until:
09/09/2026 by 2 PM EST. The Chief Procurement Officer reserves the
rightto reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best inter-
est of the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please contact Logan Carroll at Lcarroll@somervillema.gov for more
information.

Logan Carroll
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407
8/26/26 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY ¢ PHONE: 857-488-5138
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LEGAL NOTICES i Somerville inclusionary homeownership )

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our

website at www.thesomervilletimes.com (0 p po rtu n ity at 0 ne I niman Sq uare

Applications are now open for the sale of six deed-restricted condominiums at One Inman Square (121 Prospect

St.) to eligible, first-time homebuyers. Units will be sold at below-market price through the City of Somerville's
Inclusionary Housing Program.

One-, two-, and three-bedroom units are available and will be offered to households with a yearly gross income
at or below 80% of Area Median Income (AMI) at price tier P1, to households between 80% and 110% AMI at

Gity of Somenville price tier P2, and to households between 110% and 140% AMI at price tier P3.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143 . N .
. . . Minimum 3% Down [Estimated Initial
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE Unit Number and Tier: Sale Price: %
o , o . , . Payment: Condo Fee:
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a virtual public 02
hearing on Tuesday, September 15, 2026, at 6:45pm through Zoom. 121 Prospect #1
Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Historic (1-Bedroom at 80% AMI) S21O'093 S6'302'79 S133'58
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation. 121 Prospect 4107
A recording of these proceedings can be found online here: Agendas
; 256,244 7,687.32 239.13
Minutes, & More. (2-Bedroom at 80% AMI) > ° >
TO USE A COMPUTER
8,934.90
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN WzfdxgnoRGCutE2dnLOxgA 121 Prospect #103 S297,830 (SWIth parking)
TO CALLIN with parkin 265.52
| s _ (3-Bedroom at 80% AMI) parking) le7 434 90 (no g
Attendees must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in 5247,830 (no parking) )
number to be emailed to them by Zoom. parklng)
The Historic Preservation Commission will consider the following pur- 121 Prospect #205
suant to the Historic Districts Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts S311,857 S9,355.71 $2 12.74
General Laws, as amended, and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordi- (1'Bedr°°m at 80%-110% AMI)
nances, Pt. I, Chap. 7, Sections 7-16 — 7-28. ) S12,025-65
Determinations of Historic Significance (STEP 1IN THE DEMO REVIEW 121 P t #303 5400,855 (incl. ith parki
PROCESS rospec barking) (with parking) 277,06
0,
333 Highland Avenue Applicant: Fan Wang (3-Bedroom at 80-110% AMI) S350’855 (no parking) SlO,.525.65 (no
Owner: Fan Wang parklng)
The Applicant seeks to demolish a building
constructed a minimum of 75 years ago. 5467 297 (incI. 514'018‘91
Determinations of Preferably Preserved (STEP 2 IN THE DEMO REVIEW 121 Prospect #207 barking) (with parking) 239.13
PROCESS) (2-Bedroom at 110-140% AMI) 5417 297 ki 512,518.91 (no
83 Wallace Street Applicant: Adam Dash & Associates ’ (no par mg) parking)
Owner: Michael Bergman & Chien Chi Huang
The Applicant seeks to demolish a building
constructed a minimum of 75 years ago. [Annual Gross Income Limits [I person |2 persons |3 persons (4 persons |5 persons
Development review application submittal materials and other docu- Tier P1 (maximums
mentation may be viewed online at o ( ) 596,000 5109,700 [5123,400 [$137,100 5148,100
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases. M:
ICntere§te_d persons may_provide comm_er)ts to t_he Historic Preservatiop Tier P2 S96,001 _ $109’701 _ S123’401 _ S137’101 _ S148,101 _
ommission at the hearing or by submitting written comments by email —
to historic@somervillema.gov. 80%-110% AMI: S13 1,978 $150,832 5169,686 S188,540 S203,623
Persons with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and services for ef- .
fective communication (i.e., CART, ASL), written materials in alternative M S131,979 - $150:833 - S169,687 - S188:541 - S203r624 -
formats, or reasonable modifications in policies and procedures in 110%-140% AMI S167,972 $191,968 S215,964 S239,960 5259’157

order to access the programs, activities, and meetings of the City of
Somerville should contact the ADA Coordinator in advance at 617-625-
6600 x 2059 or ADA@somervillema.gov. How to Apply:

8/26/26 The Somerville Times Apply now through 5 p.m. on Monday, September 14.

Pre-lottery applications are available online at somervillema.gov/inclusionaryhousing or apply now at malo-

neyaffordable.com/condominiums/one-inman-square/

TO P I_ AC E L E G A L Completed applications can be emailed to oneinmansquare@maloneyproperties.com, or mailed or delivered to
Maloney Properties, Inc. Attn: One Inman Square Lottery, 27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481.
A D V E RT I S M E N T S For more information on the City’s Inclusionary Housing Program, visit somervillema.gov/inclusionaryhousing.
I N T H E More About One Inman Square:

One Inman Square is a mixed-income development located in Somerville, MA, consisting of 32 condominiums.
Six units will be designated as income-restricted. Affordable units will not have any difference in finishes from
S O M E RVI L L E TI M E S p the market-rate units. Each kitchen shall be equipped with a refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, and microwave. In
addition, all units will have an electric washer and dryer in the unit. Owners will be responsible for all utilities,

C O N T ACT U S which include electricity (heating/cooling, hot water, cooking and general). Cable & Internet are optional utili-
ties at this property. Buyers of Inclusionary units 103, 207, and 303 shall have a right of first refusal to purchase

a parking space at a reduced cost. This development also includes six bicycle spaces that will be reserved for
BY 1 2 P M M o N DAY Inclusionary households.
PH: 857-488-5138

\- J

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Somerville hosting ‘Until Help Arrives’ emergency
response and overdose prevention trainings

You don't need to be a medical professional
to help someone in an emergency. Some-
times, knowing who to call and what to do
in the first few minutes can make an im-
portant difference.

This September, the City of Somer-
ville is offering six community workshops
where residents can learn practical ways
to respond to a range of emergencies, in-
cluding injury or possible overdose. The
workshops are designed for community
members, and no previous training or ex-
perience is required.

“Knowing the simple but important
skills taught in these workshops can help
you be a good neighbor in an emergency —
and they just may make the difference for
you or a loved one at some point too. So I
hope to see strong turnout for these free
trainings,” said Mayor Jake Wilson. “Ba-
sic techniques like knowing how to stop
bleeding until first responders arrive or
knowing what information to have ready
for 911 are vital tools any of us can have at
the ready to help when needed. Somerville
is full of people who care about each other,
and this is a critical way to put that into
action.”

Presented as part of Somerville’s Year of
the Neighbor initiative and in recognition
of National Recovery Month, the work-
shops will be held at Somerville Public
Library locations across the city.

"Wanting to help is part of our character
as good neighbors; knowing how to help

in a crisis is a learned skill,” said Ward 2
Councilor J.T. Scott. “Good luck is the in-
tersection of preparedness and opportuni-
ty.'We Keep Us Safe starts with caring but
only takes on significance when we reach
out to learn how to turn that desire into
action. These trainings aim to provide the
skills to allow any of us to be just the right
resource needed for a neighbor in crisis.”

Until Help Arrives Trainings

These workshops are designed to pre-
pare people without professional medical
training to take lifesaving action during
the critical minutes before first respond-
ers arrive, No prior training or experience
is required. The series is presented by the
Somerville Office of Emergency Man-
agement and is an initiative supported by
FEMA (the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency).

Participants will learn how to:

+ stay safe in dangerous situations,

+ stop life-threatening bleeding,

+ provide comfort and support,

+ safely position an injured person, and

+ call 911 effectively.

Trainings will be held:

+ Thursday, September 17,5:30 — 8 p.m.
at the East Branch Library

Join at: bit.ly/untilhelp917

+ Monday, September 21, 5:30 — 8 p.m.
at the West Branch Library

Join at: bit.ly/untilhelp921

+ Wednesday, September 30, 5:30 — 8
p.m. at the Central Library

Register at: bit.ly/untilhelp930

The workshops complement the city’s
“Be a Good Neighbor: Calling Is Caring”
campaign, which helps community mem-
bers understand who to contact when
they see someone experiencing a medical
emergency, mental health crisis, or possi-
ble overdose — or when they need to report
another community concern. Learn more
at somervillema.gov/howtohelp.

Overdose Prevention Trainings

Presented by the Somerville Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
these trainings will help participants learn
how to recognize and respond to a possible

overdose.

Trainings will be held:

+ Tuesday, September 8, 6 — 7 p.m. at
the Central Library

Join at: bitly/preventionSept8

+ Thursday, September 24, 6 — 7 p.m. at
the East Branch Library

Join at: bit.ly/preventionSept24

+ Monday, September 28, 6 — 7 p.m. at
the West Branch Library

Join at: bitly/preventionSept28

For questions about the Until Help At-
rives trainings, contact Lauren Mahoney
For
questions about the Overdose Prevention

at  lmahoney@somervillema.gov.

trainings, contact ]ake Savage at jsavage(@
somervillema.gov. To learn more about
Year of the Neighbor, visit somervillema.

gov/neighbor.

-

date is Monday, September 14.

tions of our Brazilian community.”

Brazilian cuisine.”

\_

The Somerville Office of Immigrant Affairs (SOIA), in proud partnership with the
Brazilian Women’s Group, invites community members to celebrate 204 years of Bra-
zilian independence at the fourth annual Brazilian flag raising on Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, at 3 p.m. on the Somerville City Hall concourse (93 Highland Ave). The rain |

“Somerville’s Brazilian community has helped shape our city through its culture,
leadership, local businesses, and deep commitment to community,” said Mayor Jake
Wilson. “I'm proud to join the Brazilian Women’s Group and neighbors from across
Somerville in celebrating Brazil’s independence and recognizing the many contribu-

The event will feature remarks from Mayor Jake Wilson, the Consulate General of Brazil in
Boston, representatives of the Brazilian Women’s Group, and SOIA staff. Attendees will
enjoy live music and performances of the national anthems of Brazil and the United States,
followed by the ceremonial raising of the Brazilian flag. Light refreshments and resources
from local Brazilian organizations will also be available.

~
Somerville to celebrate Brazilian Independence with flag raising at City Hall

“We are so grateful that in Somerville, the chosen home of so many Brazilians, we are able to celebrate our Brazilian roots, history and culture,” said Rafael Peruzzo,
Portuguese Services Coordinator for SOIA.“We look forward to sharing some delicious ‘pio de queijo’ (baked cheese rolls) and ‘brigadeiro’ (chocolate sweet), staples of

J
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A French absurdist play hits Harvard with big stars

By Keith Foster

The latest play featured at the American
Repertory Theater in Harvard Square
is the absurdist comedy stage play Rhi-
noceros by French playwright Eugene
Ionesco, translated into English by Der-
ek Prouse. The play’s engagement from
August 14 to September 27 features
the Hollywood elites Paul Giamatti and
John Turturro. Giamatti plays Jean, and
Turturro plays Berenger.

The play was written by Ionesco when
he was a young man living in Romania,

experiencing the rise of fascism in the

1930s. He watched as friends and fam-
ily near and dear slowly joined the Iron
Guard — the Roman Naziism. The Iron
Guard was a violent, far-right fascist
movement in Romania active from 1927
through 1941. Founded by Corneliu
Zelea Codreanu, it blended intense na-
tionalism, strict anti-communism, and
extreme antisemitism with Romanian
Orthodox Christian mysticism, accord-
ing to Study.com.

Beringer witnesses everyone around
him turning into rhinoceroses, including
Giamatti’s Jean. In the end, everyone be-

Sign for “Rhinoceros” outside the American Repertory Theatre in Harvard Square.

Paul Giamatti as Jean and John Turturro as Beringer in Eugene Ionesco’s“Rhinoceros”.

was our hero. He did not want to give in
to this form of fascism. The play has an
ambiguous ending where we see Berenger
beginning the fight against the rhinoceros-
es, then fade to black.

The play was stellar. I've always been fa-
miliar with Turturro and Giamatti, and
having them both here in this famous play
was a thrill. The other players were great
as well. The third famous actor in this play
is Canadian actress Tatiana Maslany, from
the show Orphan Black and movies like The
Monkey and Stronger, who played Daisy,

— Photos by Keith Foster

Berenger’s co-worker and love interest.

This play was directed for the A.R.T by
Diane Paulus and will be her final produc-
tion since joining as an undergraduate at
Harvard in 1987.

This play came from the Theatre of the
Absurd that began in the 1950s as a form
of escapism after the events of World War
2. It rejects realism instead of just having
comedic plays, because why laugh after
Hitler almost took over the world? Come
out to see Rhinoceros now playing through
September 27.

-

Park (108 Walnut St.).

Festival highlights:

ly-friendly activities and more

Music Lineup:

1- 1:45 p.m.: Pink Slip (ska punk)

fun for the whole family at the upcoming SomerStreets: Gilman Square Arts & Music Festival.

Held on Saturday, September 12, from noon to 5 p.m. (rain date Sunday, September 13), this edi-
tion of the City’s SomerStreets series is co-hosted by the Gilman Square Neighborhood Council
and the City of Somerville Arts and Culture Division. All events will take place at Edward Leathers

Interactive performances by Esh Circus + Entertainment from Cate the Great + Pumpkin
painting with Neighborhood Produce + Local artists and makers + Food from Nibble Kitchen
vendors and local favorites + A beer garden hosted by Winter Hill Brewing Company + Fami-

12-12:45 p.m.: Matt Heaton (kid’s music)
2—2:45 p.m.: Dom the Composer (R&B, gospel, folk)

3- 3:45 p.m.: Emperor Norton's Stationary Marching Band (Balkan-Klezmer-funk-Honk)
4— 4:45 p.m.: FM Collective (Latin, hip-hop, jazz)

SomerStreets: Gilman Square Arts & Music Festival

From kid’s music and a Honk band to interactive circus activities and pumpkin painting, there’s free

The event is free and open to all. For updates and the complete entertainment schedule, visit somervilleartscouncil.org/events/gilman-sq-fest.
2026 Location Update: Edward Leathers Park

Due to ongoing construction along Pearl Street, this year’s festival will temporarily move to Edward L. Leathers Community Park and portions of Walnut Street. To make
room for the festivities, Walnut Street will be closed between Pearl and Medford streets, and Skilton Avenue will also be closed.

~
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The SomervilleTimes

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS/MISC

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans. Fast
- FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 800-245-
0398

MISCELLANEOUS

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old
vintage guitars! Gibson,
Fender, Martin, Grecsch,
Rickenbacker, Epiphone,
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call
866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS
Network! For more infor-
mation www.community-
publishers.com/category/
all-products

Peace of mind & early
detection - Now more
than ever, it's important
to get screened for Stroke
& Cardiovascular Disease
risk. Life Line Screening is
simple & painless. 833-
970-4172

Need cash quickly? We
buy houses in any con-
dition. Get a fair cash
offer within 24 hours! Call
today. Liz Buys Houses:
833-359-4707

Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered

by Medicare! Reclaim
independence & mobility
w/the compact design

& long-lasting battery.
Inogen One free info kit!
877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers.
No long-term contract or
hidden fees, free activa-
tion. All plans unlimited
talk & text starting at just
$20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing
trusted since 1920. Consul-
tation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Free au-
thor's guide 877-729-4998
or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guar-
antee & lifetime warranty.
Call 1-833-610-1936 to
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off
your entire order. Military
& Seniors get additional
10% off. Limited time.
Restrictions apply, see rep
for details.

Inflation at 40-year highs.
Interest rates are up. Cred-
it cards, medical bills, car
loans. Have $10k+ in debt?
Call National Debt Relief
to find out how to pay off
your debt for much less
than you owe! Free quote:
844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit
your mobility! Discover
the solution for anyone
who struggles on the
stairs, concerned about a
fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home.
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less
than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family,
home, assets now for as
little as 70¢/day! 833-890-
1262

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as
1-day. Limited time, wav-
ing all installation costs!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change & vary
by dealer. Ends soon. 844-
501-3208

Pest control: Protect your
home from pests safely.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders &
more. Locally owned &
affordable. For service or
inspection today! 833-860-
0657 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's
premier mobile medical
alert system. Home or
away. For safety & peace
of mind. No long term
contracts, free brochure!

Aging roof? New home-
owner? Storm damage?
You need a local expert
provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. 833-
640-4753 Have zip code
ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup

& restoration: A small
amount of water can lead
to major damage in your
home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do repairs to pro-
tect your family & home
value! 833-887-0117. Have
zip code ready!

Professional lawn service:
Fertilization, weed control,
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote.
Ask about first application
special! 833-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the most local MLB
games! Choice Pkg
$89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devic-es.
HBO Max included for 3
mos w/Choice Package
or higher. No contract or
hidden fees! Restrictions
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Wesley Financial Group,
LLC timeshare cancella-
tion experts over $50 mil-
lion timeshare debt/fees

cancelled in 2019. Free
info package. Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive
reviews. 833-308-1971

Bath & shower updates in
as little as 1-day! Afford-
able prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & military
discounts available. 1-877-
543-9189

Prepare for power outag-
es today - Generac Home
Standby Generator. Re-
ceive free 5-Year warranty
w/qualifying purchase. 855-
948-6176 to schedule free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

Dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. 400+ pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - not a discount plan.
Free info kit! 855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

Reader Advisory:The

ﬁs. Cams

National Trade Associ-
ation we belong to has
purchased the above
classifieds. Determining
the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do
not offer employment but
rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories
and other materials de-
signed to help their cli-
ents establish mail order
selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID,
or credit card num-bers.
Also beware of ads that
claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair
company does business
only over the phone it

is illegal to request any
money before delivering
its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll
free numbers may or may
not reach Canada.

4

Answers

1. Working group

2. Corn, beans, and
squash

3. 60 feet, 6 inches
4, Retirement
5. Chanel

6. Debt to Income

7. The Mother Road

8. The Japanese Yen

9. 14, Georgia to Maine
10. Golf

11. Berry Gordy

12.21

-
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San Diego summer
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Former Alderman Bob McWatters enjoys an end of summer trip to San Diego.
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Back to School Fair visitors
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Mayor Jake Wilson and City Councilor Will Mbah stopped by the Back to School
Fair at Somerville High School on Tuesday, August 25. The Fair was for all Somer-
ville Public Schools students, PreK — Grade 12, and their families to attend.

A
Wimsd slitnsmoe:
tarodellc, gniewe!

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
EARLY VOTING

at City Hall (93 Highland Ave.)

Aug. 22-23: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m
AuUg. 24-26: 8:30 a.m. to 430 p.m.
Aug. 27: 830 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 28: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

somervillema.gov/elections

Early voting for the State Primary Election runs through Friday, August 28 at
City Hall (93 Highland Ave.). Have a vote-by-mail ballot? Ballots must be re-
ceived by the Elections Department by 8 p.m. on Election Day (Tuesday, Sep-
tember 1). Learn more at somervillema.gov/elections
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Somerville sharing how to vote early or
by mail in the State Primary Election

Don't let a busy schedule prevent you from exercising your right to

vote. Somerville is reminding community members of important
voting deadlines and how to vote early, by mail, or in person in the
State Primary Election on Tuesday, September 1.

Vote Early

Early voting for the Primary Election will be held from Saturday,
August 22, through Friday, August 28, in the lower level of City
Hall (93 Highland Ave.).

Early Voting Hours:

Saturday, August 22: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, August 23: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday—Wednesday, August 24-26: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 27: 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Friday, August 28: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Vote-By-Mail
The City’s Elections Department has begun mailing vote-by-mail
ballots to voters for the September 1 State Primary Election. Bal-

lots will continue to be mailed regularly as applications are received I E L
and processed.

! (3
fice by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, August 25. You can apply online at somervillema.gov/votebymail, pick up an application at the office of the Elections Department at City Hall, or
request that one be mailed to you by calling Elections at 617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

Applications to vote by mail must be received by the Elections Of-

How to return your ballot:
Place your completed ballot in the orange ballot envelope and sign the voter's affidavit.
Return it as eatly as possible using an Official Election Drop Box, by mail, or to the Elections Office.

Drop off Your Completed Application or Ballot Citywide

To help make it more convenient to return completed applications or ballots, the Elections Department has placed blue drop boxes citywide, which are checked daily by staff.
Locations:

City Hall Concourse — 93 Highland Ave.

East Somerville Community School (Glen St. entrance) — across from 66 Glen St.

Argenziano School — 290 Washington St.

SHA Mystic Activity Center (rear) — 530 Mystic Ave.

St. Catherine of Genoa Church parish parking lot — near 182 Summer St. (corner of Spring St.)
Somerville Armory — 191 Highland Ave.

Somerville Community Baptist Church — 31 College Ave.

Dilboy Post — near 351 Summer St.

Tufts Administrative Building — 167 Holland St.

West Somerville Neighborhood School — 177 Powder House Blvd.

All drop boxes except the one at City Hall will close at 6 p.m. on Election Day. Only the City Hall drop box will remain open until 8 p.m.

Key Election Reminders
Election Day is Tuesday, September 1
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Find your polling location at somervillema.gov/mysomerville

Offices on the Ballot
Offices on the ballot include Governor, Senator in Congress, Representative in Congress, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, District Attorney, Secretary of State, Trea-
suret, Auditor, Councillor, Senator in General Court, Representative in General Court, and Register of Probate.

For more information about voting in Somerville, go to somervillema.gov/elections.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Somerville City Hall swings
open its doors for Civic Day

Community members are invited to at-
tend Somerville’s fourth Civic Day event
on Thursday, September 10, from 5 to
7:30 p.m., with activities taking place in-
side City Hall (93 Highland Ave.) and on
the City Hall concourse.

“The best way to learn about your local
government is to interact with it. You ask
questions, share stories, learn names, make
lasting connections, and build real knowl-
edge,” said Mayor Jake Wilson. “Civic Day
is one-stop shopping for City services,
with fun activities for the whole family.
Whether you want to pick up a pollinator
plant for your garden or register to vote,
we've got you covered.”’

Civic Day offers an array of fami-
ly-friendly ways to learn about your local
government and how it can serve you.
Planned Activities Include
+ 311 scavenger hunts
+ Somerville Police (SPD) K9 meet and
greet
+ Photo opportunities with SPD motorcy-
cle and Somerville Fire truck
+ Library card sign-ups
+ City Hall tours
+ Porous pavement demonstration

At 7 p.m., attendees are encouraged
to head to the Council Chamber on the
second floor of City Hall to attend the
Somerville City Council meeting and ob-

serve local government in action.

“I'm excited that this year we'll have the
live City Council meeting as a headline
event for Civic Day,” said Ward Six Coun-
cilor and City Council President Lance
Davis. “I hope folks will join us in the
Council Chambers to see their legislators
in action.”

City Hall will be open for the entirety
of Civic Day for regular city business (like
registering to vote or getting that expiring
parking permit renewed), so be sure to
walk around City Hall and say hello.
Logistics, Accessibility, Language Ac-
cess, and Rain Location

The City Hall concourse will be closed
to vehicular traffic. Temporary handicap
parking will be available along Highland
Avenue near the concourse. In the event
of inclement weather, all outdoor activities
will be moved inside to Somerville High
School (81 Highland Ave.)

Multilingual staff from the Language
and Communications Access division (for-
merly the Office of Immigrant Affairs)
will be present to offer language support
for residents who may need assistance con-
necting with city departments.

For more information, please contact
311 (617-666-3311) or visit somerville-
ma.gov/civicday.

— City of Somerville
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[ PICK UP! Somerville Museum calling - A cocktail fund-raver

The phone rang and the world changed. That call, made in 1877 to the home of

Charles Williams Jr in East Somerville was the world’s first phone call to a residence.

This year, that “first” is the inspiration for the Somerville Museum’s annual fund-
raiser PICK UP! on Thursday, September 10 from 6 to 8 pm at the Crystal Ball-

room in Davis Square.

Somerville’s own Jimmy Tingle (pun intended!) will entertain and emcee the eve-
ning, Brazilian Dance Ensemble, Sambaviva, will dance to a series of telephone
“numbers’, and TJ the DJ will keep the lines open with music throughout the
evening. Enjoy cockrails, appetizers, interactive telephone exhibits, and lots of

opportunities to connect with old friends and make some new.

Proceeds will support the Somerville Museum, the city’s non-profit, member-
ship-supported museum located on Central Street at Westwood Rd. The museum
highlights the city’s art, history, people and neighborhoods with a year-round pro-
gram of workshops, exhibitions and special events. The Museum's annual fundraiser
celebrates the work of the past year using the telephone to highlight our connection

to the past and present, culminating in “Let Freedom Ring,” a public art project fea-
turing Somerville stories of freedom across 250 years of American history.

To learn more about the museum, its ongoing events, and to buy tickets please go to the website somervillemuseum.org. Pick up your phone to invite your friends to join you

for a fun evening to support an important Somerville institution!

- J
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[ Ssomerville organizations awarded funding from MassCEC )

The Healey-Driscoll Administration announced $27.2 million in tax incentives through the Mass Clean Energy Center's Climatetech Tax Incentives Program (CTIP). The
funding will help 18 Massachusetts-based climatetech companies grow, create jobs, and accelerate the development and deployment of technologies that strengthen the state’s
position as a global leader in clean energy solutions that lower costs, reduce pollution, and protect public health.

“Climatetech is creating new opportunities for workers and communities across Massachusetts,” said Governor Maura Healey. “These investments will help companies expand
their facilities, hire more workers and grow right here in our state. That means more good jobs, more private investment and more economic growth in communities across

Massachusetts.”

“Massachusetts has the talent, ideas and innovation to lead the next generation of climatetech,” said Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll.“We're making sure companies have
the support they need to take their ideas to the next level and stay here as they grow. That strengthens our economy and creates new opportunities for people and communities
across Massachusetts.”

The Climatetech Tax Incentives Program was launched under the Mass Leads Act and builds on MassCEC'’s Climatetech Economic Development Strategy and Implemen-
tation Plan, a 10-year roadmap to ensure that Massachusetts remains a global climatetech leader. The plan calls for strategic investments in testing and demonstration assets,
physical and programmatic support for startups and researchers, and stronger coordination across the ecosystem.

“Massachusetts companies are developing the technologies that will shape the future of energy — from long-duration storage to geothermal and hydrogen,” said Energy and
Environmental Affairs Secretary Rebecca Tepper. “These incentives will help bring in those technologies to help scale and strengthen the state’s energy system, lower costs,
and speed up clean energy solutions.”

“These companies are doing more than growing our economy. They're tackling some of our toughest climate and energy challenges and showing why Massachusetts is the best
place for this type of innovation,” said Economic Development Secretary Eric Paley. “These incentives help companies leading the next generation of climatetech to continue
to tap into our talent ecosystem to grow and build here.”

“Massachusetts is producing the solutions to the biggest challenges in climate, energy and affordability. These awardees are all proof of it,” said Ben Downing, Mass Clean
Energy Center CEO. “This funding helps them invest in our communities, creating the jobs and technologies that will drive our economy forward while advancing ground-
breaking climate solutions.”

The inaugural awards will support 18 companies working across a range of technologies, including energy storage, advanced manufacturing, geothermal energy, clean hydro-
gen, fusion energy, sustainable aviation fuel, building technologies, and clean transportation. These investments are expected to leverage additional private capital and support

the expansion of facilities, research and development, and manufacturing capacity in Massachusetts.

Recipients are located in communities across Massachusetts, from New Bedford and Sunderland to Greater Boston and Devens, underscoring the statewide reach of the state’s
growing climatetech sector.

The recipients are:

AeroShield Materials (Waltham, MA): $140,000 — Manufactures aerogel insulation to improve window energy efficiency and reduce HVAC costs.

BT?2 Energy (Roxbury, MA): $100,000 — Turnkey developer for EV charging, energy efficiency, and electrification.

Dagqus Energy (Woburn, MA): $100,000 — Develops high-energy, low-cost battery cathode materials for next-generation energy storage.

Eden Geopower (Somerville, MA): $100,000 — Uses electric pulse drilling technology to make geothermal energy development faster and more affordable.

Florrent (Sunderland, MA): $120,000 — Produces high-density supercapacitors from biomass waste to support clean energy storage.

Luminous Robotics (Boston, MA): $400,000 — Designs autonomous robotic systems that accelerate solar farm construction and deployment.

Mantel Capture (Cambridge, MA): $100,000 — Develops carbon capture technology for high-temperature industrial boilers, kilns, and furnaces.

Orpheus Ocean (New Bedford, MA): $100,000 — Builds autonomous underwater vehicles that improve seafloor monitoring and data collection.

Pascal Technologies (Cambridge, MA): $100,000 — Develops solid refrigerant cooling systems that reduce cooling costs and improve energy efficiency.

Reframe Systems (Andover, MA): $800,000 — Operates technology-enabled microfactories that produce homes while reducing waste and shortening construction timelines.
REON Technology (Chelmsford, MA): $100,000 — Optimizes the management and performance of battery and solar energy systems to extend their usable life.

Vertical Semiconductor (Somerville, MA): $120,000 — Engineers vertical gallium nitride (GaN) transistors that enable high-efficiency power conversion for Al data centers.
Commonwealth Fusion Systems (Devens, MA): $7,500,000 — Develops high-temperature superconducting magnets that make lower-cost tokamak fusion systems possible.
Electric Hydrogen (Devens, MA): $7,500,000 — Manufactures electrolyzer plants designed to enable low-cost clean hydrogen production at scale.

Electrified Thermal Solutions (Chatlestown, MA): $954,000 — Delivers zero-carbon industrial heat using electrically conductive thermal storage “firebricks.”

Form Energy (Somerville, MA): $5,677,258 — Produces grid-scale iron-air batteries capable of providing up to 100 hours of cost-effective energy storage.

Fourth Power (Bedford, MA): $1,546,830 — Creates ultra-high-temperature graphite thermal batteries that convert surplus electricity into long-duration, grid-scale energy storage.
Lydian Labs (Chatlestown, MA): $1,784,570 — Converts carbon dioxide and hydrogen into sustainable aviation fuel through a process powered by renewable electricity.

“Energy costs are hitting families hard. That's why investing in industries of the future isn't optional, it’s essential,” said State Senator Barry Finegold, Senate Chair of the Joint
Committee on Economic Development & Emerging Technologies (D-Andover). “By making a significant commitment to Climatech companies across the Commonwealth,
the Mass Leads Act continues to strengthen our state’s push to diversify energy sources and address rising energy costs.”

“These $27.2 million in climatetech tax incentives will help 18 companies bring cutting-edge technologies to the marketplace, all while strengthening our economy and ad-
vancing the Commonwealth’s clean energy goals,” said State Representative Carole Fiola, House Chair of the Joint Committee on Economic Development & Emerging Tech-
nologies (D-Fall River).“I'm proud to see the investments we made through the 2024 Mass Leads Act deliver meaningful support to companies across Massachusetts, from
startups to some of our more promising large-scale clean energy innovators. By continuing to invest strategically in climatetech, we can help keep Massachusetts as a leader in
a sector that is critical to our economic competitiveness and our clean energy future.” For more information on the Climatetech Tax Incentives Program, visit masscec.com/
program/climatetech-tax-incentives-program.

— Mass Clean Energy Center
- 4
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BCBSMAORANGE?26 in the Rewards
section of the Bluebikes app to redeem.
Available while supplies last. Ride when
you need it, where you need it. For more
info on Bluebikes, visit bluebikes.com.

PR R R R R R R R R RS E TR
Visit our tab on our website, “Campaign
Releases.” Go there to see the latest en-
dorsements and campaign info for this

year’s election candidates.

Fhkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkhhhkhkhkhkhkk

SAC & the Inside-Out gallery (CVS
Davis Sq.) present the "Power of
Print” Viva la Revolution! If you
missed its debut during ArtBeat, you
still have plenty of time to check out
this prolific exhibit. This showcase fea-
tures linoleum relief prints by 64 artists
from our local community. To find out
more, visit https://somervilleartscoun-
cil.org/events/power-of-print/.

Join Mayor Jake Wilson and Somerville's
Council on Aging for the annual Mayor's
Senior Picnic at 11 a.m. at Trum Field
on September 10. Call Connie Lorenti
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2319 for a free tick-
et by September 4. Enjoy good food, mu-
sic, meeting new people, and catching up
with old friends.

This year’s Gilman Square Arts & Music
Festival is Saturday, September 12. This
annual neighborhood celebration will
feature local art, food vendors, acrobatic
performances, children’s activities, plus
live music and a beer garden. The festival
will take place at Ed Leathers Park, from
12 to 5 p.m., and it's completely free to at-
tend. Bring a lawn chair or blanket, hang
out, and enjoy some tunes.
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Early Bird Registration for SHC’s
Somerville 5k is still open. Every step
taken on October 3 supports the com-
munity’s most vulnerable, helping raise
the critical funds needed to tackle hous-
ing and food insecurity. Lock in the early
bird price for SHC’s 31st annual 5k Road
Race by midnight on 8/31. Register to-
day to run and claim your race t-shirt. For
more information, visit https://somer-
villehomelesscoalition.org/.

PR R R RS R RIS
Intercambio Fall 2026 applications are
now open. Looking for a welcoming space
to practice English or Spanish, meet new
people, and connect across cultures? Join
in for eight weeks of conversation, cul-
tural exchange, interactive activities, and

community. At Intercambio, everyone

has something to learn — and something
to share. Applications are open through
September 21 at noon. Learn more and
apply through the link here: https://
somervilleartscouncil.org/intercambio/
intercambio-fall-2026/.
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Moving season is here, and the City of
Somerville is welcoming new and re-
turning residents with a guide to getting
settled, finding city services, and becom-
ing part of the community (it is the Year
of the Neighbor https://www.somer-
villema.gov/departments/office-may-
or-jake-wilson/year-neighbor after all).
Have a question about city services and
aren’t sure where to begin? Start with
311 (617-666-3311), available 24/7 to
answer city-related questions, address
service requests, or to connect you with
the right department. Find the full guide
to get additional information on mov-
ing permits, trash and recycling sched-
ules, signing up for city alerts, and more:
https://www.somervillema.gov/news/
new-somerville-start-here.

PR R R R R R R R R RS REEEEEE E R RR R R
ESMS’s biggest fundraising event of
the year is almost here. East Somerville's
Foodie Crawl 2026, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15 (rain date: September 16),
6 — 8:30 p.m. Join them for an evening
of delicious food, local discoveries, live
music, and community connection while
supporting the work of East Somerville
Main Streets. For more information, visit:

https://www.eastsomervillemainstreets.
org/foodie-crawl-2026.

KEXkEkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkx
This fall, Somerville Recreation is of-
fering all that and more. Residents can
explore youth sports and enrichment
programs, adult fitness classes, aquatics
and swim lessons, seasonal special events,
community celebrations, and much more,
including a range of new programs. www.
somervillerec.com.

KEk XKk kkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhhhkkkkkkkkx
On August 27, stop by for another secret
title 16mm film screening at Ed Leathers
Park. Mutant Fish Men, an ecological di-
saster, with Doug McClure, and this hap-
pens to be one of only a handful of 1980s
horror movies directed by a woman. Run-
time is about 84 minutes. Killer score by
an Academy Award-winning composer.
8 p.m,, bring a chair or a blanket. (Some
chairs are available). The film is 84 min-
utes long, suitable for audiences PG13+.

FXAXAXAKRAXA XA XA XA XA XA XA XA R Ak kdk*

Somerville Firefighters Local 76 an-

nounced their annual Davy Fitz Me-
morial Golf Tournament Fundraiser
on Monday, September 14, at Hillview
Golf Course in North Reading, MA.
Registration is due by September 1.
Players can sign up as a foursome or in-
dividual golfer. For any interest in playing
and/or sponsorship opportunities, con-
tact VP Jay Kenney at 266 Broadway,
Somerville. Enjoy a great day of golf, a
catered function, raffles/ prizes, and help
support Somerville Firefighters.

EE R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

Eat Your Way Around the World at
Nibble Kitchen this summer. The City of
Somerville’s Nibble Kitchen is serving up
a rotating lineup of Peruvian, Guatema-
lan, and Ethiopian cuisine this summer at
Bow Market in Union Square. The tiny
space offers big rewards for diners — and
chefs. For more information and the com-
plete schedule, visit nibblesomerville.com.
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It's the Year of the Neighbor in Somer-
ville, a reminder that looking out for one
another is what makes our community
stronger. If you see someone who appears
to be in distress, needs support, or may
be at risk of harming themselves or oth-
ers, knowing how to respond can make a
difference. Learn more at somerville-ma.
gov/howtohelp.
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PICK UP! Somerville Museum Calling
fundraiser, September 10, 6 p.m., Crys-
tal Ballroom at Somerville Theatre.
Inspired by Somervilles role as the site
of the world’s first residential telephone
call, and the Somerville Museum’s “Let
Freedom Ring” public art project for
America’s 250th, this year’s fundraising
event celebrates connection between the
past and the future and to one anoth-
er. Jimmy Tingle (pun intended) will
entertain us with his comedy and em-
cee the program. Sambaviva Brazilian
dance ensemble will perform a medley
of telephone-themed favorites. TJ the
DJ will keep the music going throughout
the evening. Mix and mingle over passed
appetizers while exploring interactive
telephone exhibits! For tickets and more
information, visit: https://www.somer-
villemuseum.org/.
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The Mission Church of Christ, 130
Highland Ave., will be hosting a free
health fair for the community on Sep-
tember 19, 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. with many
vendors. Contact MC Allied Health &
Professionals Group at mcahpgl30@

gmail.com.
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Somerville Flea is back. Stop by Sun-
days through October, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.,,
52 Holland St. Discover the area's best
collection of artisan makers and vintage
vendors. With 13 Sundays running from
August through October, therell always
be something new to explore. Support lo-
cal businesses, shop one-of-a-kind finds,
and uncover that treasure you never knew
you needed or even existed.
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Somerville's Elm-Beacon Connector
Project is underway. After over a year
spent engaging community members,
analyzing traffic patterns and signal
options, testing emergency and public
transit operations, and finalizing plans,
the city has begun the Elm-Beacon
Connector project to implement a new,
safer street design. Installation should
be mostly complete by November. Reg-
ular updates on installation progress
will be available on the project webpage
at somervillema.gov/elmbeacon, or get
even more details by signing up for the
city's Construction e-newsletter at
somervillema.gov/subscribe.
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Water

Flushing Program continues through

Somervilles annual System
late October. This program consists of
flushing pipes at high velocities to clean
water mains and maintain the highest
possible water quality. Temporary drops
in water pressure and/or discolored water
can occur. In these cases, though the wa-
ter may be discolored, it is safe to drink.
Until the water runs clear, it is advisable
to avoid washing laundry, especially white
fabrics. To find out when your neighbor-
hood will be affected and to learn more:
www.somervillema.gov/hydrantflushing.
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Somerville Firefighters Local 76 will
be hosting a UDS Cancer Screening
Event at the Dante Club on Septem-
ber 8, 9, and 10. Cancer continues to
be one of the greatest threats facing
firefighters, killing far too many of our
brothers and sisters. Early detection is
one of our best weapons in the fight
against this devastating disease. Dan-
te Club, 5 Dante Ter., Somerville. For
questions, call 646-553-5803.
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Raise a glass to Union Square as What
the Fluff? turns 21! This year’s theme —
Legally Fluff: A Toast to Union Square
—is an ode to 21 years Continued on page 21
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Somerville Fair Housing Commission
Question of the week

e hmBon . fmfan

The SomervilleTimes

Q: How long after moving out should I expect my security deposit back?

A: Upon your moving out, your landlord should do an inspection of your unit. If there are any
damages beyond normal wear and tear, he/she will get an estimate of the cost of repair. Within
30 days of the date you moved out or the last day of your lease, whichever is later, the landlord
must send you a check for the full security deposit plus interest minus the cost of repairs, along
with a receipt for any repairs. If they do not do so, you may sue them in Small Claims Court
for up to three times the original security deposit. The Small Claims Advisory Service can also
help you file your claim if you choose to do so (617-497-5690). Contact the Housing Division
at 617-625-6600 x2564 for more information.

The Somerville Fair Housing Commission generally meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at
3 p.m. online. Call 617-625-6600 ext. 2578 for the login information.

CRC

Coelho Realty Group

Are You Sitting
On A Fortune?

Call Our Team at CRG To See
What Your Home Is Worth.

617-764-4342
699 Broadway Ave, Somerville, MA 02144

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138
and speak to the Assignment Editor

Somerville through
the eyes of Denise
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Happy Toad... — Photo by Denise Provost

~

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What kind of school do surfers go to?

Boarding school.

The "Original"
All Types Vent Cleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning

To advertise in
The

Power Washing Somerville
Licensed and Insured '
in Massachusetts Times
We travel all over caII

Massachusetts .
Call today to find out Bobbie Toner
our weekly specials! 857-488-5138

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761

On % c@q m

August 26

1429 — Joan of Arc makes a triumphant entry into Paris.

1789 — The Constituent Assembly in Versailles, France, approves the final version of
the Declaration of Human Rights.

1862 — Confederate General Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson seizes Manassas Junction,
Virginia.

1883 — The Indonesian island of Krakatoa erupts in the largest explosion recorded.
1920 — The 19th Amendment is officially ratified, giving women the right to vote.
1943 — The United States recognizes the French Committee of National Liberation.
1957 — Ford Motor Company reveals the Edsel, its latest luxury car.

1966 — South African Defense Force troops attack a People’s Liberation Army of
Nambia at Omugulugwombashe

1970 — A nationwide Women’s Strike for Equality on the 50th anniversary of the
passage of the 19th Amendment calls attention to inequalities in America.
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of fluff-filled fun for all ages. Put on the
party hats, blow up the balloons, grab
a bubbly bev, and celebrate Somerville’s
signature sweet spread in style. The 21st
Annual What the Fluff? Festival, Satur-
day, September 19,1 — 5 p.m. in Union
Square.
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The Powder House, Milk Row Cem-
etery and Prospect Hill Tower will be
open to the public on select dates and
times through October, as part of His-
tory on the Line, a series of exhibitions
and programs organized by the Somer-
ville Museum and funded by the Mas-
sachusetts Office of Travel and Tour-
ism's MA250 initiative and the City of
Somerville. History unlocked: Drop-in
chat on select Thursdays, 6 — 8 p.m., and
select Saturdays, 10 a.m. — 12 p.m. For
dates and more information, visit https://
www.somervillemuseum.org/.

Join Union Square Main Streets and
60+ of your favorite local food produc-
ers for the 22nd Annual Union Square
Farmers Market. Shop local Saturdays
through October 31, except July 4 and

Ehe SomervilleTimes BUSINESS DIRECTORY

September 19, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the Union Square Plaza. They continue
to offer our SNAP matches. Check the
market webpage for the latest info and to
see which vendors accept SNAP. To get
the latest updates about the Union Square
Farmers Market, visit www.unionsquare-
main.org/2026-season.
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The Somerville Mobile Farmers Mar-
ket has returned for the 2026 season.
The market brings fresh, affordable, local
produce to four city locations Thursdays
through Saturdays and runs through
October 31. All produce is sourced
from local farms and priced affordably
to make healthy, fresh food accessible to
all. The mobile market accepts cash, debit
and credit cards, SNAP, Fresh Connect,
WIC Farmers Market Coupons, and Se-
nior Farmers Market Coupons. All are
welcome. For the full schedule, weekly
produce updates, and more information
about programs and events, visit the mar-
ket's website at somervillemobilefarm-
ers-market.org.
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Assembly Row Farmers Market is

being held at 375 Assembly Row,
Somerville, on Fridays, 3 — 7 p.m. The
market will run from June 12 to Oc-
tober 9. Each week, you'll be able to
find goods from nearly 30 New En-
gland-based farmers and producers.
Expect a great mix of seasonal produce,
baked goods, dairy and eggs, meats and
seafood, honey, jams, specialty foods,
and more. It’s the perfect place to stock
up for the weekend, discover local fa-
vorites, or simply enjoy a fresh Friday
visit to Assembly Row. https://mar-
ketspread.com/market/37299/assem-
bly-row-farmers-market/.
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The Davis Square Market has opened
for the 2026 Season. The market will
run every Wednesday from 12 noon to 6
p.m., through November 25, at 44 Day
St., Somerville. This long-running mar-
ket features over two dozen Massachu-
setts farmers and food producers offering
a vibrant selection of delicious produce,
protein, baked goods, and ready-to-eat
meals, alongside a host of other locally
made products. The market accepts cash,

credit/debit cards, WIC/Senior cou-

pons, and EBT cards and offers a weekly
$15 SNAP Match. Visit https://www.
massfarmersmarkets.org/davis.
khkkkkkkkkhkhkhkhkkhhkrhhkhhhkhhhhhrhhkk

We would like to take this opportunity
to thank our Arts Editor, Doug Holder,
for setting up a GoFundMe campaign
for The Somerville Times. With the cost
of printing going up and a lack of busi-
nesses having the resources to advertise,
free papers feel the effect. We sincerely
thank all who have already contribut-
ed and thank any future contributors.
If you are interested in helping, please
visit  https://www.gofundme.com/f/
support-the-somerville-times. Or if any-
one is interested in advertising, please
contact Bobbietoner@aol.com. We offer
great discounts to help our advertisers
be able to advertise. Thank you all so
much for your support!
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Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website,
on the right side, and enter your email ad-
dress to receive a free, full PDF copy of
the paper.

To advertise in our Business Directory, call 857-488-5138.

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo, Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito, Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland, Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Givil Litigation
Griminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200
FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

SERVPRO.

Cleaning. Restortion. Construction.

SERVPROP of Arlington,
Somerville, Charlestown

617-629-5331

Independently owned and operated

LEARN TO DRAW AND PAINT

Artist and art teacher Geoffrey Halverson

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting - Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
* Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

Monica Calvo Realtor®

Real Estate Professional
Cell: 617-605-3308

Meet ELI the
HANDYMAN

Tufts Student Handy in Somerville! £

No job too big
or t00
amalll

www.geoffreyhalverson.com

Flexible Schedule - 2 hour classes
Perfect for beginners and intermediate students

Email: mcalvo@relocationnewengland.com v Assembly $40/hour rate. Location of classes in North Cambridge (Huron Village)

Web: remaxpartnersrelocation.com sy v Install Schedule Me! Call: 617-501-6217 - halverson12g@yahoo.com
REAAY ¥ Home Repair . Y e

RE/MAX Cloee ™ ELEeEE

PARTNERS RELOCATION f j}(:;f]‘gg{: F Lo { . . .

44 Park ST g Dt Be sure to visit us online at

Andover MA 01810

|
Each Office Is Independently Owned and Oporated 8 v Much more!

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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- edited by Doug Holder

Richard Wilhelm is a Somerville resi-
dent. He is an artist and poet. He was
one of the founders of the Ibbetson
Street Press in Somerville, MA.

THE TESTIMONY NO
REPUBLICANS COULD FACE

On the 3rd of February, a joint com-
mittee hearing,

chaired by Senator Blumenthal and
Representative Garcia

met to hear testimony from witnesses shot

and/or abused by officers of ICE and Border Patrol.

Not one Republican was present when they called the roll.

Renee Good and Alex Pretti were only two among others
shot to death by their own government, their murders
financed by their own tax dollars. And like others,

they were killed for no reason, so officers invented lies
about how officers felt threatened, how the victim

tried to run them down with her car, a lie they use multiple
times, as if they've been previously coached. And because
Republicans share in the blame, no Republican came.

Some ICE agents told Renee to drive away,

others told her to stop. Agent Jonathan Ross

made her stop—with three bullets to her head.

She was merely trying to drive away. Her two brothers
told the committee of her kindness and largeness of heart.
Perhaps too embarrassed or burdened with shame,

no Republicans came.

Alex Pretti tried to help up a woman pushed to the ground

by the masked thugs our tax dollars pay. Border Patrol grabbed him,

took him down, hit him a few times in the head, and then

while he was held to the ground, shot him ten times in the back.

And these agents took pride in their unspeakable crime.

And while anyone else would feel revulsion and shame,

Trump and Vance, Miller, and Noem spewed despicable lies.

It was to be a joint committee, but no Republicans came.
Continued on page 23

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Memoirist Brittany Perham:
Pens a poetic memoir that

Ehe SomervilleTimes
OFF THE SHELF

by Doug Holder

meets the demands of memory

Recently, I caught up with Brittany Perham, the au-
thor of the memoir Executrix. Brittany is an associate
professor of English at Endicott College in Beverly,
MA. She is an accomplished poet, and as she told me
this memoir is very much a poet's memoir. It is writ-
ten in an original style, and exhibits the sensibility of
a poet. Her publisher writes of the book:

"Executrix begins with a mystery: Why would the
author's father, from whom she had been estranged
for more than a decade, change his will in the weeks
before his death to make her the executor of his es-
tate? Executrix charts the process of sorting out the
business of this indebted estate using the language of
real estate foreclosure, income tax audits, and medi-
cal records. The executor transforms the disjointed
details of a life into a tidy financial narrative that
meets the demands of claimants; the writer trans-
forms the disjointed details of a life into a story that
meets the demands of memory. Through this twin
accounting, Perham asks the big questions: What are
the implications of being the child of an alcoholic?
How do we reconcile memories that are fragmented,
elided, or nonexistent?"

From her website:

"Brittany Perham is the author of Double Portrait
(WW. Norton), which was selected by Claudia
Rankine for the Barnard Women Poets Prize; The
Curiosities (Free Verse Editions); and, with Kim
Addonizio, the collaborative word/art project The
Night Could Go in Either Direction (SHP). Her writ-
ing has received support from the Civitella Ranieri
Foundation, the Hemingway House, the James Mer-
rill House Foundation, Vermont Studio Center, the
Wallace Stegner Fellowship Program, and Yaddo."

Doug Holder: What do you think your sober fa-
ther's reaction to this memoir would be? How would
the drunk one respond?

Brittany Perham: Good question, and I don't have
a good answer. This is because the sober/not sober
distinction is difficult when it comes to someone
who has a substance use disorder. The disorder is so
much a part of the person whether he’s drunk or so-
ber that his unpredictability becomes the only kind
of predictability. So, even insofar as I can imagine my
father, it's hard for me to imagine two different reac-
tions. But I can say what I'd hope: If my father could
read the book, I hope wed begin some conversations
about what happened between us. I'd like to hear
about what he remembered, especially if and how he
remembered some of the events that I wrote about.
Because, of course, our memories would be very dif-

ferent. The book enacts a conversation between my

narrator and a cast of imagined fathers. I've wished
many times that my real father and I could have had
such conversations, so the book is probably trying to
correct the fact that this was never possible. I have very
few stories of my father’s, and I'd like to have more.

DH: It seems in this memoir that you are in con-
flict with your brain. The brain tries to create a neat
narrative that you are not satisfied with. Your take?

BP: Yes, the book is absolutely concerned with
questions about narrative: Why are we driven to cre-
ate personal narratives about our pasts? What can
those narratives teach us? In what ways are they un-
reliable and in what ways are they entirely reliable?
The nonfiction I like best is the nonfiction that tries
to reckon with these questions, even though that
means narrative can't be presented as an unassailable
reality. (And as readers, we often crave the solid, un-
assailable realities books can present!) I'll never know
with certainty what “really happened” in my child-
hood, but what I can investigate are the stories I've
told myself about my past at different points in my
life. I have access to those stories; I know how they've
changed over time, and I know how my feelings about
them have changed. So that's my material. And that
material is, to me, the reason to write nonfiction.

DH: Do you trust the reader? I ask that because
you send out sort of provisos for he or she to remem-
ber. It seems you think people will get the wrong
impression of what you are writing. Do you trust
yourself?

I trust the reader entirely. Absolute trust is re-
quired for me to ask the reader to stand side by side
with my narrator because in Executrix the reader isn't
witnessing what happened to the narrator so much
as they are witnessing what the narrator is thinking.

That's a very intimate place to be,  Continued on page 23



AUGUST 26, 2026 23

The SomervilleTimes
Off The Shelf

CONT. FROM PG 22

a very intimate position from which to read a book. The
reader must be on board with that type of close encoun-
ter very early on or they won't continue reading, which is
why, T hope, the form of each essay helps the reader accrue
experience that allows them to feel their way into the next
essay. My hope is that, through recurrence and repetition,
the reader can access a brainstate that mirrors my own
thinking process, at least as far as I can make an analogue
for it in language. It's a kind of obsessive thinking, one in
which I return to a premise (usually a memory) and try to
think clearly about the possibilities that follow from that
premise. So the cues to “remember,’ for example, often sig-
naled with anaphora, aren’t directed at the reader so much
as they are an invitation for the reader to be participatory
in my thinking process as a writer. Executrix has the feel-
ing of being a dialogue not only between the narrator and
the chorus of father characters, but between the narrator
and herself.

DH: Philip Roth wrote, "You have to be willing to in-
sult your mother, if need be, to write honestly” How hard
was it for you to be so candid about your family—this is
not some white picket fence sort of approach.

BP: I disagree with Roth: The writer must not insult
anyone. As soon as the reader feels that the author is trash-
ing a character — failing to have empathy for them, using
them as a tool to achieve a certain outcome or, worse, to
make the main character look better — the reader is going
to turn against the writer. Good writing is built on em-
pathy, which is why it has the capacity to produce empa-
thy in us. It doesn't mean the characters can't do heinous
things. Great literature is built around bad behavior. But
the writer must work to understand each character, even
the terrifying or terrorizing ones. Insult is the opposite of
understanding; there’s no depth to an insult. So if you're
insulting someone in your writing, you're either writing
dishonestly or for revenge, or both. I do agree with Roth
that you must write honestly, in memoir, and in fiction

and poetry too. And that’s hard. Insults and superiority
are much easier.

In memoir, to write honestly, you have to look at your-
self first. Your narrator is your primary subject. You must
be clear-eyed when it comes to that narrator, to their faults
and failures—and you must also maintain your empathy
for them. The narrator, that surrogated part of yourself,
can be the hardest character of all to sustain empathy for.
For example, the narrator can, and very well may, insult
other characters, and can do much worse to them besides.
But the writer cannot: The writer must be both disinter-
ested (as in, not on anyone’s side) and interested (as in,
invested in seeing as much as they can about everyone and
everything that appears in their field of vision). This is
why it helps to write toward our questions instead of our
certainties. When we are genuinely investigating some-
thing or someone, when we have no or few preconceived
ideas about what we'll find, we have a better chance of re-
vealing some truth.

To answer your question about my own family, yes, it
was hard to write about them. I worried that I was not
being generous enough toward my father, that I might
be making up things I remembered about him. My fear
about failing to tell, or even to know, the truth of my own
experience is one of Executrix’s storylines, and the nar-
rator expresses that fear all the way through. I worried
differently, but just as intensely, about writing characters
drawn from living people, my mother and my brother. I
do alot of work in the book to remind the reader that the
characters are my inventions, because this is the number
one fundamental truth of memoir. Characters are creat-
ed things, a matter of artifice just like everything else in
writing. And this is true even of memoirs that don't treat
this fact explicitly. But in the end, I trust the reader to
understand the difference between real people and created
characters. And, if I've done my job, the reader will have
empathy for and understanding of each of the characters

Lyrical Somerville conr rromrc 22

and, by extension, their real-life counterparts. One lucky
thing for me is that I trust my mother and my brother to
understand the difference too, which tells you something
about my relationship with them. This doesn't mean they
don't have feelings about encountering the characters who
bear their names, and it doesn't mean there isn't difficulty
for all of us in navigating this process.

DHE: It is interesting to me after reading your book that
you chose to come back to teach at Endicott College in your
hometown of Bevetley, MA. Tell me, how does this feel?

BP: It's very strange to be launching this book from
Beverly, as much of the book takes place in this town. I
didn’t know if I'd ever return to this part of the world.
This is my first year living back on the North Shore and it
still feels to me more like a time than a place. That is, the
place still feels like childhood. So much so that it’s some-
times hard to feel like, or even remember, my grown-up
self, who lived her adult life elsewhere for the last twen-
ty-odd years.

DH: This book is a lyrical memoir. You are an accom-
plished poet, but why not write separate poems ... this is
sort of one long poem.

BP: I got interested in sentences instead of lines. I want-
ed to see what the sentence could do. What it was capable
of. I'm a formalist; all my decisions are formal decisions.
From the time I wrote the first sentence, I knew this book
wasn't poetry. It had to be written in prose.

DH: At times your book is like a chant, a lot of rep-
etition. I remember reading about your father. You have
a Ginsberg Howl-like chant about him. Is Ginsberg an
influence?

BP: Ginsberg’s a lurking intermediary. I go right back to
Whitman'’s inciting barbaric yawp. What my work has in
common with both of theirs is that it's a highly patterned
expression built to transmit the force of spontaneous
thought. Whitman was the Big Bang; the rest of us live
in his spacetime.

A 30-year-old Montessori teacher, Marimar Martinez,

was driving to her church to drop off a donation of clothing
when she spotted an SUV carrying federal immigration agents.
She shouted “la Migra” to warn her neighbors,

prompting the agents in the SUV to side-swipe her car.

An agent got out and fired five bullets into her,

two of which passed though limbs to hit other parts of her,
creating seven bullet holes in her body.

Yet, she was able to drive away and call 911.

Medics arrived, took her to a hospital; she was discharged

three hours later. FBI agents then arrested her and charged her

with domestic terrorism. The shooter was proud he put seven

holes in her with only five bullets. Seven for five and no charges filed.
Indeed, after Martinez had been shot, Gregory Bovino, Border Patrol chief,

told Charles Exum, the shooter, that he did excellent work, and

there was much left to do, and he should postpone his retirement.

She was lucky to have survived, to only have been maimed,
though traumatized by Trump’s terrorists. She told her story
with terror in her eyes. And no Republicans came.

Aliya Rahman, a citizen, driving to an appointment with her doctor,

was stopped by ICE agents. She told them she was autistic

and suffered a prior brain injury. She told them it takes time
for her to process auditory commands. Yet the video shows

agents screaming at her before dragging her out of her car.

An agent pulled out his combat knife to cut the seat belt that still restrained her,

adding to her terror. She hit the ground face first,

whereupon an agent leaned on her back causing severe pain.

That George Floyd was killed by police only four blocks away

ran through her mind at that moment.

She was taken to a federal building where detainees were held.

She was never told she was under arrest, was never charged with a crime.
Nor was she given a medical screening;

never given a phone call nor access to a lawyer. Shortly thereafter,

she began to lose the ability to speak and eventually blacked out.

She told the committee she woke up in a hospital and was told

she had had a concussion. Congressman Garcia reminded the committee
that Congress has the right to intervene when Constitutional rights

are being violated. Would it have to be done by Democrats alone,

because no Republican could bother to come?

Martin Daniel Rascon, a 23 -year-old fork-lift driver from San Bernadino,

who recently earned a certificate to be a dental assistant, was riding

in a truck with two family members when a group of masked men shot

at their truck multiple times. The driver, Francisco Longoria, was accused
of assaulting officers with his truck, a suspiciously familiar charge,

which was dropped a month later. But two weeks after the incident,

federal agents came to Mr. Rascon’s home at 4 AM, broke the locks on his door,

barged in, and pointed a gun at his then-pregnant girlfriend.

Mr. Rascon held back tears as he told the committee that he no longer
feels safe, even in his own home. Any American hearing this

would of course feel angry and ashamed. Perhaps the absent Republicans

know their cowardice is largely to blame. Their cowardice and their moral rot

are the reasons no Republicans came.
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WINTER HILLNBANK:

CustomServe Banking I

Need Help With Your Back to School To Do List?
Open a StudentChoice Checking Account*
at Winter Hill Bank v

v"No Minimum Balance** v"No Monthly Service Charge
v'Free MasterMoney Debit Card v'Free Online Banking and ePay
v eStatements v"Free Mobile Banking and Mobile Deposit

v'1 Free Box of Specialty Checks Annually v'4 Free ATM transactions per statement cycle at

non-WHB locations***

* Must have a valid student ID at time of account opening. Parent or Legal Guardian must be joint on the account if student is under the age of 18. Ages 16-22.
At age 23, the StudentChoice checking account will automatically convert to a Smart Choice checking account.
** Minimum balance to open account is $10.
*** The host bank or independent ATM owner may charge fees.

winterhillbank.com
800-444-4300 Connecting All Offices
A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906

Member
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