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Third supervised consumption site
town hall examines local impact

By Camille Andersen

Inside:

The third virtual town hall on the proposed
supervised consumption site (SCS) took place
on Thursday, August 12. This meeting focused

on the community and business impact of a
site in Somerville.

The panelists included Mayor Joe Curta-
tone, Mélanie Renaud who is a Canadian
business owner next to a SCS, Michael Piz-

ziferri who works for the Quebec government
from Boston, and T] Thompson who is a

Waiting for dad to
get home

harm reduction specialist.

page 3

The meeting opened with statements from
Mayor Curtatone about why Somerville should

open a site. ‘It is a health crisis,” he said in refer-

ence to the number of overdoses the state sees

each year. He emphasized that communities

are more prosperous when their members are

A third virtual town hall meeting covered possible impacts on businesses and the community at large. healthy, and this site would help all members of
— Photo courtesy of the Dr. Peter Center  our community. Continued on page 4

Controversial anti-racist artwork to
debut at Hogkins-Curtin Park
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page 11 installation by artist and intuitive healer Ju- i e e e

lie Ann Otis. The project is set to debut in
Somerville on September 8 and be displayed
for 8 to 10 weeks.

The project initially debuted to some contro-

versy earlier this summer in Medford, at Mor-
rison Park, Duggar Park, and Tufts Park. Otis
said the art was installed for less than two days

before she received a concerned phone call from
a Medford resident, notifying her that multiple
pieces of artwork had been vandalized.

“The two pieces at Duggar Park had been
ripped down, but left there. The pieces at
Morrison Park were ripped down and just
gone.” said Otis.

Through crowdfunding, Otis was able to print

Going to a
Yart g ale and reinstall the pieces that were damaged or

stolen. Less than 45 minutes after replacing the L, T e e ' '
. . ) p g Julie Ann Otis’ Wondering, from her Textbook Behavior series, was installed at Dugger Park in Medford, then
artwork in Morrison Park, the Continued on page 6 yandalized two days later. — Photo courtesy of Julie Ann Otis
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OPEN 24-HOURS

A DAY!
Serving Somerville & Surrounding Areas! 24 hous GPS automated
617_628_0600 617_625_5000 dispatching system

We'll get you home safely.
Please don’t drink and drive.

Over 50 Years
Experience

' LEARN MORE Plumbing * Heating ¢ Gas Fitting ¢ Industrial Work * Water Heater Replacement * Complete Drain Service
WILLIAN “BILLY" TALRO * * K Residential - Industrial - Commercial 625-9877

Mayor of Somerville PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT WILLIAM TAURO Proud to be a Somerville resident Master PImb. Lic. #6106
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P NEWSTALK
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

Because of rising COVID-19 cases fueled by the Delta vari-
ant, Mayor Curtatone has submitted a request to the Board
of Health to reinstate a face covering mandate for indoor
public spaces for anyone age two or older. If approved at the
August 19 BOH meeting, the mandate would go into effect
on August 20.

ER R R R R R R R R R R RS SR R R e R R R R
The deadline to register to vote or update your party affili-
ation or address for the September 14 preliminary election
is Wednesday, August 25, at 8:00 p.m. Massachusetts voters
have the option to register online or via a paper form. To reg-
ister by mail, you can call (617) 625-6600 ext. 4200 and re-
quest a form be mailed to you, or you can download one from
the Elections website. Don't forget that your form must be re-
turned to the Somerville Elections Department by 8:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, August 25. You can also visit the Elections
Department in City Hall to register to vote. Please note face
coverings are required in all city buildings. This year there will
be preliminary votes held to narrow the field of candidates for
Mayor, Ward 5 City Councilor, and Ward 7 City Councilor.

AEAAEAKAX A XA XA A LA XA XA XA XA A XA X %X
The Somerville High Class of 1971 is looking for classmates
for their 50th reunion on Saturday, October 23, at Antho-
ny's Function Hall in Malden from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. The
price is $65 per person. Please contact Rosalie DeLucia or
Jimmy Del Ponte, or the SHS71 page on Facebook for more
information. Wave high your guilded banners as SHS 71 cele-
brates their 50th!
Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday
to local good guy and popular barber at Albraindi’s, Paul
McGlashing, who does a great job there. Happy birthday to
Cliff Clark, who is also a great guy. We wish him the very best.
Happy birthday Jenny Bonham Carter. We wish Jenny a great
day. We wish all our celebrating Facebook friends, such as Roy
Bertocchi, Carmine D Ambrosio, Maureen Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of August 18 — August 24 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday Cloudy 85°/70° 25% 6%  SW 11 mph
August 18
Thursday Rain 76°/69° 40% 33%  W12mph
August 19
Friday .

Rain 81°/72° 44% 25% ENE 9 mph
August 20
Saturday Rain 79°/69° 33% 27%  NE8mph
August 21
Sunday .

Rain 79°/68° 31% 25% ENE 9 mph
August 22
Monday Partly Cloudy ~ 82°/68° 25% 13% N 9 mph
August 23
Tuesday .

Rain 80°/66° 34% 26% NE 11 mph
August 24

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Somerville moves to establish public indoor
mask mandate

joe says:

Absolutely not. Evidence is that only 1% of these new cases are in people who are vaccinated.
The vaccinations are highly effective even against delta variant. There is no reason that vaccinated
ghly g

people need to wear a mask.

At this point, if you get COVID you are very likely unvaccinated and there is no excuse
for that. Let those people deal with the consequences of their stupidity. If the city and the
government at other levels wants to take action, then find more ways to force unvaccinated
people to get vaccinated.

Casimir H. Prohosky Jr. says:

Absolutely so. Even while vaccinated one can carry and spread the virus to others.
The more you know the less ignorant you come off.

Bob Ross says:

Casimir is 100 percent correct.

Comrade Gorki says:

Anyone can wear a mask. Right now. You won't be put in jail. It might keep you safe. It's your right.
Demanding others use a mask, through force and coercion, is performance activism by the Mayor
and cannot be legally enforced, most likely, without the Gov declaring an emergency.

Let the second act begin. Mayor Joe needs a new job, right? Anything to stay in the news.

Bob Ross says:

You might want to let the mayor of Salem know... they just reinstated their indoor mask
mandate as well.

Some Exoert says:

I now know where to find all the virus experts who have completed school to become a doctor and
expert in this field. We are truly blessed to have so many in this city to tell us what do.

Casimir H. Prohosky Jr. says:

Yes. Please. Leave it to the Exoerts.

Response to: Lyrical Somerville — August 4

Bridget Galway says:
Ahh N.Y.C

I miss it from my childhood time,and now wish the same as it was.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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Wait

This article was first
published on  July
14, 2010.

My kids had turned

just about every

light in the house on

and went out. When
they came back, I said, “who do you think
I am, Rockefeller?” They looked at me
with a very strange expression.

I find the same words my parents said to
me as a kid, are now coming out of my
own mouth. My father always threatened
that someday the roof was going to fall in
on me, and that my big mouth was going
to get me in a lot of trouble. My mom
used to say, “I hope your children treat
you the same way you treat me.” There
were many more,

I asked my buddies to toss out a few gems
from their parents that we could have a
laugh about, and here they are. As always,
thanks to all my Facebook friends.

Don't cross your eyes or they will stay that
way. Eat your broccoli. There are children
starving in China. When you live under
my roof, you live under my rules. I'm go-
ingtocountto3.1...2...

When they used your full name, you were
really in trouble, like ... James Steven Del
Ponte, you get over here this instant! I'll
give you something to cry about young
man! Now go back down to Lionel’s Bar-

Life in the gi{183 b

ber shop and get a real haircut! Because
I'm the mother and I say so, that's why.
I didn't just fall off of the turnip truck!
Children should be seen and not heard!
If your friends were jumping off the Ball
Square Bridge would you jump too?
When you're old enough to have your
own home you can do what you want,
but, as long as you live in my house you'll
do what I tell you to.

Don't run away from me, Get over here!
Why don't you try using your head for
something besides a hat rack? If you fall
out of that tree and break your leg don't
coming running to me,

Stop spinning that channel knob so fast,
you're going to break it. Your room looks
like a cyclone hit it! Wipe that smirk off
your face right now young man or T'll
wipe it off for you! Don't get smart with
me! Don't give me any of your lip. Who
do you think you are?

Don't talk with your mouth full. Next
time, call when you're going to be late.
Drive slowly but hurry home! You must
think money grows on trees! I'm sick of
hearing MA! MA! MA! MA!I'm chang-
and

its mom! You want how much? When I

ing my name! “She”... has a name ...
was a kid we could ride the trolley to Bos-
ton, see two movies, get a candy bar as big
as your head, eat lunch, all for 25 cents!
Here are some more:

One friend told me that he said to his

y Jimmy Del Ponte

dad, “Jesus had long hair, why do I need
to get a haircut?” His Dad said, “Jesus also
so I don't think
you really need a car” A friend’s mother

walked everywhere ...

would take a situation and turn it into
stern statement. For instance, If there was
a matter of a broken window, she would
say, “‘I'll window you!”

Make sure you have on clean underwear
in case you get in an accident and have
to go to the hospital! Don't lie or your
tongue will turn black. Don't make me
pull this car over and come back there!
Put that down before you put someone’s
eye out. I brought you into this world,

and I can take you out.

A friend of mine who grew up in an
Italian speaking home told me that
his mother used to say, “Tu si bum di
Somerville” Translated it meant, “You
are the bum of Somerville” Happi-
ly, mama lived long enough to see her
“bum” become very successful.

Today we hear parents using the phrases,
“time out” and “good job!” I heard those
words also. My dad said, “If you keep get-
ting lousy report cards you'll never get
a good job.” And, “It’s going to be a very
long TIME, before you see OUT doors

again, young man!”

the social discourse of today.

for each one.

ming for the show.

They cost a penny to buy and a penny to send. They were the social media of their day, snippets ¢
of news attached to images of local buildings, monuments, and events. Big pictures in a small
frame, serving as testimonies to one's pride of place. Strung together, they tell Somerville's unique
history: a visit from a president, the impact of suffragettes, veterans marching, monuments ded-
icated, developers building rows of new homes.

The postcard, that popular and resilient art form that announced the arrival of the 20th Cen-
tury and with it, a new way of seeing will be the star of this irreverent and surprising history
of Somerville. While inspired by the postcard, “Penny Chronicles” is by no means limited to it.
Organized into 18 sections, each episode’ presents the postcard and accompanying material in a
distinctive manner, carefully linking the reality of the original postcard — 100 plus years ago — to

In the first panel, for example, the story of President Taft’s historic visit to Somerville on July
4, 1910 is told alongside that of Jack Johnson's championship fight on the same day in Reno,

~
Somerville Museum Exhibition: Penny Chronicles and The Stories They Tell
Place: Somerville Museum, 1 Westwood Road « Exhibit dates: September 9, 2021—January 8, 2022 « Curator: David M. Guss

Nevada when, following Johnson’s victory, race riots took place throughout the country. In other
sections, the struggle for open space in one of the nation’s most densely populated cities is tied to current conflicts surrounding housing and development. Long simmer-
ing debates around mass transit and urbanization are also revived with the imminent arrival of the Green Line, which while making room for some, is displacing others.

In addition to recently discovered treasures from the Museum’s archives, “Penny Chronicles and The Stories They Tell” also features exciting new work by a varied group
of artists commissioned especially for this exhibit. Among them is lifelong Somerville resident and photographer Henry Cataldo, who has created an eye-opening series
of photographs comparing current Somerville streetscapes with those of a hundred years ago. Ceramicist Kingsley Weihe, on the other hand, is focusing on a single
structure: visionary Enoch Robinson’s Round House. Her detailed portrait of this extraordinary building as a giant cookie jar is as wonderfully playful as it is technically
brilliant. Textile artist Kyle Huffman will create the centerpiece of the show, the axis mundi around which every element revolves. Although Huffman’s Powder House
will be made of wicker, it will be easily recognized as the city’s most iconic and endearing landmark. A second piece created by Huffman will form part of the exhibit’s final
panel, entitled “How To Fold a Flag” Worn by suffragettes and other protesters leading up to the First World War, Huffman’s reimagined flag dress remains as charged
today as it was a hundred years ago. The work of artist Pier Gustafson will explore another area of social justice, this one pertaining to gender inequities found throughout
our education system. Stunned by the fact that in the history of Somerville only one school has ever been named for a woman, we decided to create three new ones, each
honoring a remarkable individual for whom an institution should have already been dedicated. To support their existence, Gustafson is slyly creating a set of postcards

Other collaborators in this multi-vocal narrative are the students from Somerville High School’s award-winning Local History Club who are creating their own program-

"Penny Chronicles” is scheduled to open at the Somerville Museum on September 9, 2021. On September 18, there will be a large Block Party event celebrating the Penny
Chronicles exhibit and the Access for All & More Capital Campaign.

The Somerville Museum presents;

L Curated by pa\ild G;s".sLS’;thefuiberzrr 9j 2:321 ,_,J,anuflry 8: 2022. i

J
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By Jim Clark

Confessed shoplifter: 'I'm sorry'

Somerville Police officers were
dispatched to an Assembly Row
location last week on reports
that a suspected shoplifter was
being followed by a T] Maxx se-
curity officer.

Upon arrival, officers were di-
rected to the suspect, Brandon
Tracy, who is reportedly known
to Somerville Police from previ-

ous interactions.

The officers confronted Tracy
and advised him to sit on the
sidewalk. They explained that
they were informed that he had
stolen from T] Maxx.

Tracy reportedly stated that he
did so and pointed out the bags
he was carrying and told them,
"I'm sorry.

The officers searched Tracy's

bags and found a number of

items that had T] Maxx tags
on them. The allegedly stolen
items were returned to the
store in order to get a total of
their value.

An inquiry through police dis-
patch advised that Tracy had
two warrants outstanding war-
rants in effect.

Tracy was placed under the
arrest and transported to the

police station and booked on
a charge of shoplifting by as-
portation second offense, and
on warrant charges of night-
time breaking and entering of
a vehicle or boat, attempt to
commit a crime, receiving sto-
len property under $1200, and
larceny over $1200.

Officers then went back to
the store to get a full state-

ment from them. The security
officer said he began watch-
ing Tracy as he was known to
him as a shoplifter. He stated
that Tracy entered the area of
the products, selected various
items, concealed them in sev-
eral bags, and exited the store,
bypassing all points of sale
without making any effort to
pay for the items.

-

an emergency.

\_

The Somerville Fire Department will begin the annual inspection of all fire hydrants on Monday, August 23, and
conclude on or around Saturday, September 4. This procedure requires the flushing of water from the hydrants
as well as a check of the mechanical operation of the hydrant.

As a result of the inspection and testing, some sediment may be disturbed in the water mains, potentially causing
rusty water in homes or businesses. The rusty water will appear dirty or discolored but does not pose a health
hazard. It could stain fabric, however, so residents are advised not to do laundry while water is discolored. This
rusty condition will be temporary and should clear in a few hours.

This annual inspection and testing of fire hydrants is necessary to ensure their proper operation during

Inspections and testing will be conducted Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and if
necessary, in the evening, from 6:15 until 8:15 p.m.

Annual inspection and testing of fire hydrants begins August 23\

Anyone with questions regarding this procedure may contact the Somerville Fire Department at 617-623-1700.

=
o
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Third supervised consumption site
town hall examines local impact

CONT. FROM PG 1

Since Canada has successfully launched
supervised consumption sites, several
people on the panel spoke about their
experiences living or working in Canada
to provide Somerville residents with first-
hand knowledge.

Meélanie Renaud’s café in Montreal is
next to a supervised consumption site.
She spoke about her experiences before
the site opened such as people injecting in
the café bathroom. After the site opened,
there have not been any more incidents of
people using drugs in the café. She also
noted that the site had an open house for
surrounding businesses and offered ongo-
ing support to businesses and community
members who have questions.

Michael Pizziferri works for the Quebec
government and spoke about the commu-
nity impacts of the 3 fixed locations and
one mobile supervised consumption site
in Montreal. The sites have been part of
their health strategy to offer a suite of
support for the most vulnerable popula-
tions. A common concern is that people
from outside communities will congre-
gate and flock to new sites. Pizziferri said

that they have not experienced this in
Canada, because people are only willing
to go a short distance.

In response to a question about the
cost benefit analysis of the proposed
site, Thompson noted that the site
would save the city millions of expenses
from overdoses, police response, wound
care, and hospitalizations. Panelists
emphasized that preventive measures
and harm reduction alleviate strain on
the healthcare system.

The location of the site remains unde-
termined. The proposed site will contain
many services in addition to safe injection
such as overdose prevention, basic med-
ical care, recovery services, and counsel-
ing. As conversations surrounding the
site continue, Thompson emphasized
the need to create a safe environment at
the site and continue to address racial
disparity surrounding involvement in
the creation of this site. For more infor-
mation, read the full report on https://
www.somervillema.gov/departments/
programs/somerville-supervised-con-

sumption-site-report.

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138
and speak to the Assignment Editor

O'Donovan Law Office

741 Broadway

Specializing in:

e Real Estate

Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

e Zoning/Permitting

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

e Estate I;Ianning/Wilis
& Trusts

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888

FAX 617 623-7990
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Candidate responses to Fair
Housing questionnaire - Part i

The Somerville Fair Housing Commis-
sion asked a series of six questions of
the mayoral and City Council candidates
concerning housing issues in the city. Last
week we published the first two questions
and answers. We are presenting answers
here from the mayoral candidates of the
next two questions presented to them.
The answers from the City Council
candidates can be found on our website
(www.thesomervilletimes.com) following
these mayoral candidates answers. The
questions were presented to all of the
candidates, and the answers presented
here were the ones received by the Com-
mission. The remaining two questions
and answers will be published next week.

Question 3:

What is the most important thing that
Somerville landlords, property managers,
real estate agents, or owners selling their
homes need to know to further Fair Hous-
ing in Somerville> What would you do to
increase compliance with Fair Housing law?

Katjana Ballantyne, Candidate for
Mayor

Landlords should be encouraged to con-
sult with the City's Office of Housing
Sustainability at all times, but particular-
ly when they are considering selling their
property. Landlords and property owners
must be made aware that their tenants
have protections and that having tenants
can be an asset. Landlords and owner
who are selling should instruct their real
estate agents not to give orders to vacate
their apartments in order the make an
easier sale. A great deal more public edu-
cation must be provided on this issue.

I'll use education, promotions mailings
and all methods of social media to inform
landlords, owners, managers and agents
about Fair Housing rights and responsi-
bilities. I'll make sure that the initiatives
of the Fair Housing Commission are ap-
propriately funded.

Mary Cassesso, Candidate for Mayor
The most important thing for folks to
know is that they should take advantage
of the housing resources that are already
available, for example, the educational
materials and training that the Fair Hous-
ing Commission provides. The Office of
Housing Stability is a great resource for
Somerville, and the City budget should
continue to fund and consider increasing
funding for Fair Housing enforcement.
Because unit repair requirements, in-
cluding de-leading, can be an obstacle to
leasing to families or to households with
Section 8 vouchers, the City should do
more to support property owners making
improvements to get their units ready for
these households.

Will Mbah, Candidate for Mayor

To increase compliance with Fair
Housing law I will introduce a rental
licensure program and make the rental
process more transparent. Prospective
tenants should be able to easily view
complaints, lawsuits, and the history
against a landlord or property manager
they are considering renting from. This
will incentivize property managers and
landlords to follow the law when rent-
ing and treat prospective tenants and
current tenants with respect.

In addition, I will fully fund and staff
the Somerville Fair Housing Commis-
sion so that it has the resources it needs

CORRECTION

In the Candidate responses to Fair Housing questionnaire — Part I article published in The Somerville
Times last week, the answer provided by Mayoral Candidadte Mary Cassesso to Question 2 mis-
takenly consisted of a repeat of Mayoral Candidate Katjana Ballantyne's answer. We regret the

oversight and present Cassesso's intended answer here:

Question 2:

What do you think are the most common forms of housing discrimination in Somerville?

Mary Cassesso, Candidate for Mayor

In addition to issues of discrimination and systemic racism, the Somerville market is competitive
and favors folks who can pay the premium amount for housing, which tends to be highly-educat-
ed young professionals. The premium housing costs are out of reach for families and individuals
that may not have well-paying jobs with benefits. Overcrowded housing situations and lack of
good-paying jobs with benefits contributed to the impact of COVID rates among the most vul-
nerable. Property owners have no lack of prospective renters so they are less likely to accept pro-
spective renters so they are less likely to accept Section and vouchers. In addition, the high market
demand can create situations where families may be evicted so owners can collect higher rents.

Docent Tour of Milk Row Cemetery

Thursday, August 19, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. Milk Row Cemetery, 439 Somerville Ave., Somerville,

MA 02143

Sponsored by the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission & the Somerville Museum

www.somervillema.gov/historicpreservation & http://somervillemuseum.org.

Inclement weather cancels any event. Call 311 (617-666-3311) for updates and check the city’s

calendar: https://www.somervillema.gov/events

to minimize and ultimately eliminate
discrimination in housing. I believe that
in some instances of housing discrimi-
nation, landlords and property managers
are not intentionally being discriminato-
ry, but have not been property educated
about fair housing policies and what is
legal and what is not. We can eliminate
these unintentional instances of discrim-
ination through improved education and
outreach.

Question 4:
What do you see as the link between afford-

ability and Fair Housing in Somerville?

Katjana Ballantyne, Candidate for
Mayor

Housing security is fundamental to hav-
ing food security, safety, education and
employment opportunities. Fair access
to housing is the foundation that enables
all other kinds of social equity, includ-
ing affordability. Vulnerable community
groups including single-parent house-
holds, minorities and immigrants are
disproportionately excluded by the most
common systems and structures that we
use to secure safe housing, healthy food,
good education, and living-wage jobs.
Affordability and Fair Housing are abso-
lutely linked. By working to address af-
fordability we can make a positive impact
upon Fair Housing. To create and/or to
purchase affordable housing is expensive,
but by improving affordability, and the
regulatory requirements supporting af-
fordability, our Fair Housing objectives
can be accomplished.

Mary Cassesso, Candidate for Mayor
Fair Housing policies were created to

protect against discrimination and rac-

ism in housing but the outcomes have
not been sufficient to address the needs
in communities, especially Somerville,
where we have witnessed a tremendous
increase in home equity. Even though
Fair Housing laws are on the books, the
critical component often lacking is en-
forcement, which can keep families with
portable subsidies from being able to rent
in Somerville. Providing equal access to
the amenities and resources in Somerville
to households from diverse backgrounds
is a critical goal, and in many ways a lack
of affordable options can act as a de fac-
to Fair Housing barrier. While this is
an issue in Somerville, it is also an issue
regionally. We must work together with
Boston, Cambridge, and other neighbor-
ing cities to stabilize affordable rental and
buying opportunities.

Will Mbah, Candidate for Mayor
Protected classes that are discriminated
against are often forced to seek afford-
able housing because they are denied
housing by landlords and property man-
agers. This is wrong, and individuals and
families should not be forced into af-
fordable housing because they have been
discriminated against.

LEGAL NOTICE

VOTER REGISTRATION

LAST DAY TO REGISTER
Wednesday, August 25,2021
FOR THE PRELIMINARY ELECTION
Tuesday, September 14,2021

Election Department: Somerville City Hall Hours

MONDAY, TUESDAY
& WEDNESDAY ------ 8:30 a.m. ----- 4:30 p.m.
------- 8:30 a.m. ----- 7:30 p.m.

------- 8:30 a.m. ----- 12:30 p.m.

THURSDAY ----
FRIDAY ----------

To request a registration form
+ CALL 617-625-6600 ext. 4200 for a Voter Mail-In
Registration form
+ Download a Mail-In Voter Registration form from the
City Website and mail to the Election Department

+ Register Online by visiting the City Website

All mail-in voter registration forms must be post-marked by 8/25/21.

The City of Somerville does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, age, na-
tional origin, sexual preference, disability, or any other protected category in admission to,
access to, or operation of its programs, services or activities. Auxiliary aids and services, writ-
ten materials in alternative formats, reasonable modifications in policies and procedures will
be provided to qualified individuals with disabilities upon request
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A green economy needs expanded public education

By Justin Klekota

The recent report of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change that global tempera-
ture increases are accelerating
underscores the urgency with
which Somerville and Cities
worldwide must transform
our economy to be free of fos-
sil fuels. Along with concerted
efforts to transition to renew-
able energy (cleanchoiceenergy.
com), increase energy efﬁciency
(masssave.com), and transition
our buildings and vehicles to
all-electric (masscec.com), we

must prepare our students and

workforce for the green econ-
omy of the future. This means
increased resources for our
schools and expanding pub-
lic education to guarantee af-
ter-school programs including
extra courses in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math-
ematics (STEM), as well as
life-long training opportunities
for in-demand job skills as we
transition to a greener economy.

Our commitment to public
education needs to grow with
our economic needs. Our in-
vestment in green infrastruc-
ture means we will need skilled
tradesmen to build it. There are
also hundreds of thousands of
jobs in STEM unfilled every
After-school

and continued adult education

year. programs
could help thousands of Somer-
ville residents find and maintain
employment in those fields. For
perspective, Somerville Public
Schools used to have twice as
many students enrolled com-

pared to today, so Somerville
could potentially educate thou-
sands of additional residents
every year. This would help en-
sure that Somerville residents
have the best opportunities to
succeed in the workforce, find
apprenticeships, and continue
their education.
Every Somerville student,

who wishes to participate,
should be guaranteed place-
ment in our after-school pro-
grams. Investment in education
is the single best investment
Cities can make leading to
higher employment for resi-
dents, and greater tax revenue
and lower costs for Cities over
time. Much of this opportunity
is in STEM, including in health
care, life science, and green tech.
After-school programs are an
opportunity for students to get
extra practice in STEM, com-
plementing instruction during
regular school hours: any stu-

dent motivated to learn, can

learn. This will give Somerville
students an advantage when en-
tering the workforce, continu-
ing their education, and making
the right decisions as it pertains
to our public health and main-

households.

After-school programs also give

taining greener

working parents more flexibility
to balance careers and childcare.

Every Somerville resident de-
serves access to life-long, free,
quality public education as
well. Somerville can do its part
by resourcing adult education,
English as a Second Language
(ESL), and training for in-de-
mand job skills at our new high
school in the evenings. Somer-
ville can also create learning
centers through partnerships
with local businesses, expand
the technology course offerings
through the Somerville Media
Public Li-
brary partnership, and utilize
the FabLab at Somerville High

School to support local trades.

Center-Somerville

Continued workforce develop-
ment is critical to our transition
to a greener economy and to
helping workers maintain steady
employment. Oftentimes, many
jobs require only one or two job
skills, rather than a more costly,
specialized degree, so targeted
investment in adult education
can pay for itself by increas-
ing employment, helping local
businesses, and growing our
economy. Educational excel-
lence can help us achieve great-
er economic equity.

Somerville should lead by
example in its transition to a
greener economy. Somerville’s
investment in green infrastruc-
ture, expanded public edu-
cation, and workforce devel-
opment could inspire similar
actions in other communities.
The future of our climate and
our economy depends on our
successful efforts today: let’s
create that future one City and
one student at a time,

Town hall meeting focuses on COVID issues

By Fernando Cervantes Jr.

On August 5, the Somerville
Office of Strategic Planning
and Community Development
(OSPCD) hosted a virtual town
hall in regards to the rising num-
ber of COVID cases around
Somerville and throughout the
Commonwealth.

The meeting, hosted by Eco-
nomic Development Assistant
Nicholas Schonberger and Mayor
Joseph Curtatone, mainly focused
on the spread of COVID in the
city and vaccine statistics through-
out the last couple months.

Other officials in attendance
were Tom Galliani, Director of
Economic Development, and
Kristen Stelljes, Incident Com-
The
town hall was held through

mander for Somerville.

Zoom and a recording of this
meeting is available online on the
Somerville government website.

After a quick introduction
from Schonberger and a run-
down of the agenda meeting,
Mayor Curtatone gave some
quick remarks on the state of
the city after 18 months of the
pandemic and the recent spread
of the new Delta variant.

“We're in a lot better place
today than we were a year ago.
We know a lot more, we have
a lot of tools at our disposal,”
Curtatone said.

In addition, Mayor Curtatone
also spoke of the function of the
town hall and the reason for the
holding of the meeting. “Our
purpose today, as we have always
done throughout this crisis, is to
tell you what we know, tell you

what we don't know, tell you
what we're considering and why,”
Curtatone said.

After these remarks, Stelljes
presented a variety of statistics
and information on the pan-
demic, COVID and vaccination
rates in Somerville.

Stelljes began by speaking
about the recent increase in the
COVID test positivity rate.
“Our percent positivity has in-
creased pretty significantly in
the last two weeks, we're now up
to 88 percent,” Stelljes said.

Another important statistic
presented during the town hall
involved the vaccination rates
in the City of Somerville. “72
percent of Somerville have been
fully vaccinated, that is 54,713
individuals, and we have 4,339
[partially vaccinated] individu-

als who will hopefully join the
fully vaccinated count soon,”
Stelljes said.

Although a majority of the
population of Somerville is vac-
cinated, Stelljes asked people
who are unvaccinated to do it as
soon as possible. “Please, if you

are not vaccinated we encourage

you to do so, and encourage your
friends, family, colleagues, staff
to do so,” Stelljes said.

After the presentation by
Stelljes, questions from the com-
munity were fielded for the rest
of the meeting.

Controversial anti-racist artwork to debut at Hogkins-Curtin Park

CONT. FROM PG 1

artwork was stolen again. “This
time I installed it with bolts, so
it couldn’t be ripped. So then
they used box cutters and cut it
down,” said Otis.

While frustrated by the van-
dalism, Otis said she was unsur-
prised at the controversy caused
by the art, as it was created to

question deeply ingrained val-
ues. With funding from the
Somerville Arts Council and
Medford Arts Council, Otis
created the artwork to challenge
white privilege and systemic rac-
ism.“For those who haven't done
the work of unpacking white
privilege, there’s a real feeling of

being attacked.”

Sometime in the fall, Otis is
planning to hold a panel discus-
sion on anti-racism public art
and confronting white privilege.
She welcomes all to attend, but
particularly welcomes those in-
terested in actively confronting
their own biases. “I'm hoping to

have a panel conversation about
antiracism art, public art, the
public conversation around that.
I also want to talk about how we
can use art and creativity to face
white supremacy, white fragility,
and white guilt,” said Otis. While
the date is yet to be announced,
Otis shared that the panel will

also feature Massachusetts artist
Scout Coumo.

Otis says she plans to take a
break from making controversial
public art, and wants to focus on
her intuitive healing practice. To
learn more about Otis and her
art, check out @therealjuliean-
notis on Instagram.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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VOTERS
ONLY!

Remember to register to vote in the Preliminary Election by August 25.

PRELIMINARY ELECTION
REGISTERED

Our View Of The Times

Those in public service must be ready
willing and able to rise to the occasion
when called upon to do so. Each one of
us, whoever we may be supporting in this
year’s local election races, is searching our
heart to determine whom we feel will best
fill those roles.

Most of us seem to be very confident
that our favored candidates are up to the
task. Others bemoan a lack of integrity or

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

skills required to do the job well among
those who are running.

Either way, if we feel passionate enough
in our convictions then it is clearly in-
cumbent on each of us to do our part and
make sure we make our voices heard by
voting in the upcoming Preliminary Elec-
tion on September 14.

There's a lot at stake this time around,
what with the selection of a new may-

or and several City Council seats up for
grabs. The choices made in these upcom-
ing elections will have a big impact on the
city and its residents.

This means that we must have the fore-
sight and capability to register for voting
if we have not already done so. The pro-
cess is quick and easy, and is an absolute
requirement for being allowed to cast

a vote. There really is no excuse for not

voting. Registration continues through
August 25 via the usual means. Specific
info is available at www.somervillema.
gov/departments/elections.

Let us hope that the those elected will
rise to the occasion and realize the poten-
tial they may have to become as great as
others who have gone before them. Now,
it is time for us to rise up and do what we

must to make sure our votes are counted.

Marenna, Anna Rosella, Anita Dill
Fusco, Laureen DeBrase, Pat Lane,
Pam Keith, Debbi Hession, Alicia
Marie and Arthur Copelanda a very
happy birthday. We hope everyone has a
great day. To all the others we may have

missed, we sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.

ER R R R R R R R T PR R R R R R R R R R R
The Somerville High Class of 1961 is
holding their 60th reunion on Septem-
ber 28, 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. at Seasons 52,
6 Wayside Rd., Burlington. The cost is
$40, you can mail checks to SHS Class
of 1961 c¢/o 30 Murray Hill Rd, Cam-
bridge, MA, 02140.

R R R R R R R R S P P P P P R R R R R R R R R R R S
Seek housing assistance before eviction
moratoriums expire. Somerville’s resi-
dential eviction moratorium is in place
until September 15, 2021, and the fed-
eral moratorium has been extended until
October 3,2021. In light of these exten-
sions, the city is urging anyone who may
need it to proactively seek financial sup-
port now to avoid later threats to hous-
ing stability. Support is available through
the Office of Housing Stability (OHS)
for tenants who need help making over-
due payments or upcoming payments.
Services are also available to help land-

lords pay mortgages and bills that would
be covered by rental income. Somerville
residents in need of assistance can con-
tact OHS at 617-625-6600 ext. 2581 or
fill out the referral form at somervillema.
gov/ohs.

KhkkAEAk Ak kA khkkkhkhhkhkkhhhhhhhxk
The City of Somerville seeks three resi-
dents to serve on the city’s Traffic Board.
The Traffic Board is an appointed body
that reviews decisions of the city’s Traf-
fic Commission upon appeal petitions.
If a decision of the Traffic Commission
is appealed, the Traffic Board is required
to hold a public hearing, accept public
testimony, and issue a ruling to approve
or disapprove the action of the Traffic
Commission. Members will serve in a
volunteer capacity for a term of one to
three years. Applicants should submit
a short statement of interest with their
name and home address to TrafhcBoard-
Search@SomervilleMA.gov by Monday,
August 16, 2021.

KhkAkAEA Ak kA kkhkkkhkhhkhkrhhhhhhhxk
The City of Somerville Elections De-
partment is hiring polling place work-
ers for the municipal elections on Sep-
tember 14 and November 2. Polling
place workers will be paid $200 per day
and work from 6:30 a.m. until shortly

after the polls close at 8:00 p.m., with
a two-hour break. You must be a regis-
tered Massachusetts voter to work at a
polling place. No prior experience nec-
essary. Email personnel@somervillema.
gov or call 617-625-6600 ext. 3300 to
learn more today.

R R R R R R R R S P P P P R R R R R R R R R R R R
The City of Somerville’s Economic
Development Division recently pub-
lished its second Diversity Catalog,
which highlights women-, minority-,
veteran-, and LGBTQIA-owned busi-
nesses in the city. The Diversity Catalog
can be found at www.somervillema.gov/
diversitycatalog. The catalog serves as a
marketing tool for Somerville business-
es that want to offer their products and
services to customers throughout the
region and the information gathered to
create it helps Economic Development
stafl design business support programs
that meet the needs of local businesses.
For more information about the Diver-
sity Catalog, contact Daniela Carrillo,
Economic Development Assistant, at
dcarrillo@somervillema.gov.

khkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhhkrhhkkhhkhkhhkhhkk
Kitty Connection, an all-volunteer
non-profit dedicated to rescuing and
finding safe, loving homes for local cats

and dogs, will hold an End of Summer/
Back to School Online Auction from
4:00 p.m. Friday, August 20, through
9:00 p.m. Sunday, August 22, at www.
myminiauction.com/kittyconnection.
Auction rules and logistics are posted
on the auction website, and items up for
bid will appear there at the auction start
time (4:00 p.m., Friday, August 20). To
learn more about Kitty Connection's
mission and pets available for adoption,
visit: www.kittyconnection.net.

KhkkAEAk Ak kA kkhkkkhkkhkhkkhhhhhkhhxk
Groundwork Somerville is excited to
announce their 2021 South St. Farm
Open Hours. Stop by any Saturday be-
tween July and September, 11:00 a.m.
- 1:00 p.m., 138 South St., and check
out Somerville's very own urban farm.
This time is set aside for our community
to tour the farm, enjoy the green space,
volunteer, or have a picnic. No registra-
tion is required, just come by. http://
www.groundworksomerville.org.

KhkkAEk Ak kA kkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhhhhhhhxk
All city buildings are now open, with
limited staffing. Both visitors to city
buildings as well as staff will be re-
quired to wear face coverings while in-
side the buildings. Staff will be available

on a walk-in basis in all Continued on page 10
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’ ”| The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

Olzo

(noun) A miscellaneous

Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

1. What is the tissue

that connects muscle

7. What is Cynopho-
bia the fear of?
to bone?

8. What puncuation
2. In what year did mark is at the end of a
Mick Jagger turn 502 declarative sentence?

9. What are the

names of Cinderella's

3. Who is the owner
of the diner in the hit

series Gilmore Girls? two stepsisters?

10. Who co-starred

with Eva Gabor on

4. What country does
Gouda cheese origi-
nate from? Green Acres?

5. What famous mu- 11, What is the bigg-

gest tech company in

South Korea?

sic festival was held in

19692

12. What is the name

of Japenese rice wine?

6. When was the first

iPhone released?

b

GRAND ALASKAN

CRUISE & TOUR
12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

Answers on page 11

SUDOKU

L promo code N7017

1 855-208 9533

of Ocean V/a Wor, Ba/(uny Cabin. Offers. ﬂpp/y 1o new kamys unly made ﬂy 9/30/21. Olhe/

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase
apply. Ask your Travel

for details.

1. More people are killed each year from bees than from snakes.

2. No piece of square dry paper can be folded in half more than seven times.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
BACK TO SCHOOL

ACROSS

1. mater

5. Graduate degree, acr.

8. Opposite of stereo

12. Defense ditch

13. Fishing rod attachment

14. More sure

15. One's final notice

16. Dutch cheese

17. Golfer's traction aid

18. Half-year terms

20. At the summit of

21. Water nymph

22.Actor ____ Mabhershala
23.Be a busybody

26. Metrical foot in poetry

30. Earlier in time, archaic

31. Become bony

34. Shakespeare's tragic monarch
35. Labanotation founder
37. Theodor Geisel,
38. Threshold

39. Relating to the ear

Dr. Seuss

40. Weather advisories, e.g.
42. + or - atom

43. Widely esteemed

45, Most mature, as in fruit
47.1Indian dish

48. Dashboard window

50. Female sheep, pl.
52."The Breakfast Club" punishment
56. Flower holders

57. Singles

58. High school breakout
59. Acoustic output

60. Overwhelming defea
61. Gym class test?

62. Catchall abbr.

63. Geography class staple
64. Not talker?

DOWN

1. of cookie fame
2. Stud site

3. Cripple

4. Go to class

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle:

CROSSWORD

‘ % YU

1 '888‘41 6'71 03 Offer ends 7/14/21.

BRING EVERYTHING

2 YEAR $ America’s Top 120 Package
S— rverice | 3Q 4% 190 cHANNELS
GUARANTEE forIZMos Including Local Channels!
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo ode: Disk100

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADDTOVOUR PACKAGE FOR oNLv

TH192

LOVE TOGETHER!

amemsmneassn ALTITUDE

© StatePoint Media

5. Mythological princess of Colchis

6. TV cooking show pioneer James
7. Contributions to the poor

8. Kind of choice

9. Black and white treat

10. Less than average tide

11. Table scrap

13. Laces again

14.Milan'sLa

19. Manicurist's office

22.Isit ___ wonder?

23.Hard on outside, juicy on inside
24. One of the Muses

25. Payment option

26. From a great distance

27. Chill-inducing

28. Type of palm tree, pl.
29.Councilof _____, city in Italy

32. Back-to-School retail event

AN
~
&
o
N

w
R

33. WWII general who became
President

36. *Faculty member
38."Peace” with fingers

40. TV classic"____in the Family"
41. Superlative of true

44, Lowest male singing voice

46. Small bomb

48. Christopher Columbus' birthplace
49. Consumed (2 words)

50. Small ladies' handbag

51. What one does at the altar
52.*College freshman's new digs

53. International Civil Aviation
Organization

54. Half as much as twice

55, -do-well

56. Every American's uncle?

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

-

© StatePoint Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Free Savvy Caregiver dementia training returns in October

By Nathan Lamb

Registration is now open for
Savvy Caregiver, a free training
program that provides family
caregivers with skills and knowl-
edge about dementia.

Offered through a partnership
of Somerville-Cambridge Elder
Services (SCES), Mount Au-
burn Hospital, and Paine Senior
Services, Savvy Caregiver em-
phasizes practical training that
helps family caregivers navigate
challenges of dementia.

The curriculum includes an
overview of dementia and its
various stages, along with how
its progression can impact dai-

ly life. The training includes a
lecture component, but it also
highly interactive, with a focus
on developing practical tools
and strategies that fit the partic-
ipant’s needs.

The class will be led by long-
time SCES Social Worker Na-
thaniel Myer and Paine Senior
Services Director Elizabeth
Aguilo.

The six-session class will
meet on Fridays from 1:30-
4:00 p.m., starting October 8,
2021. The classes are held at
Mount Auburn Healthcare —
Waltham, 355 Waverley Oaks
Road in Waltham.

Savvy Caregiver is open to

a limited number of partici-
pants, allowing the caregivers
to work closely with the fa-
cilitators. Subsidized respite
options are available to some
caregivers. The class is open
to residents of Cambridge,
Somerville, Waltham, and the
surrounding communities.

For more information about
Savvy Caregiver or to register
call 617-628-2601 extension
3123 or email Nathaniel.Mey-
er@eldercare.org.

Somerville-Cambridge ~ Elder
Services (SCES) is a non-prof-
it agency that supports the in-
dependence and well-being of

L to R: Paine Senior Services Director Elizabeth Aguilo and SCES Social Worker

Nathaniel Myer.

older adults in Somerville and
Cambridge. For free advice and
guidance on questions of aging,
caregiving or disability, contact

our Aging Information Center
at 617-628-2601, email info@
eldercare.org, or visit our website
eldercare.org.

Deadlines:

Elections Department.

email or fax.

How to apply for an absentee ballot:

How to return your request form or ballot:

+ Download a request form at somervillema.gov/absenteevoting.

of time for mail to reach the Elections Department before the deadline.

P
Absentee ballots available for September 14 Preliminary Election

Absentee ballots are now available for voters who qualify to vote absentee. In order to be eligible to vote by absentee ballot in Massachusetts, a voter
must be prevented from voting at the polling place on election day due to absence from the city on election day, physical disability, or religious belief.

The deadline to apply for an absentee ballot for the Tuesday, September 14 preliminary election is noon on Monday, September 13. If you are
requesting a ballot be mailed to you, make sure to apply with enough time for your ballot to come through the mail. The deadline to return your
absentee ballot is 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 14. If you are returning your ballot by mail, make sure you leave enough time for it to reach the

+ Contact the Elections Department at 617-625-6600 x4200 to have a request form mailed to you.

Drop boxes — Use one of the drop boxes located around the city to return your request form or ballot. Drop boxes will be installed by Friday, August 13, at:

+ City Hall concourse, 93 Highland Ave.

+ East Somerville Community School, across from 68 Glen St.

+ In front of the Argenziano School, 290 Washington St.

+ In front of the Somerville Community Baptist Church at 31 College Ave.

+ In front of the West Somerville Neighborhood School at 177 Powder House Blvd.
City Hall drop-off — Voters can return request forms or ballots directly to the Elections Department in City Hall, 93 Highland Ave. Please remember that face coverings
are required in all City buildings. In-person absentee voting can be arranged by contacting the Elections Department at 617-625-6600 x4200.

Mail — Voters can return request forms and ballots by sending them to the Elections Department, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143. Make sure to leave plenty

Email or fax (for request forms only): Completed request forms can be emailed to vote@somervillema.gov or faxed to 617-625-5643. Ballots cannot be returned by

As a reminder, all Somerville voters are eligible to vote by mail in this fall’s elections. More information about voting by mail is available at somervillema.gov/votebymail.

~

J

Dorothy/s Comer

Homemade Corn

Tortillas

Just a few weeks ago I picked up a
package of store-bought corn torti-
llas and was extremely disappoint-
ed with the texture, taste, and over-
all quality of the product. Then I
thought, how hard could it be to
make my own? Let me tell you, not
hard at all!

Since I make my own arepas using
PAN corn meal, I thought to look
up how to use the same corn meal to
make tortillas. They came out great.
A fresh corn flavor, a pliable texture
in just minutes. I then tried a sec-
ond brand, Maseca. I actually prefer
the Maseca for the tortillas. It has

an intense corn flavor, very pliable,
and enhances whatever filling you
add to the taco.

There is no need for a tortilla press
to make them, but it can be used for
many other things like, naan, pitas,
pizzas, and other flatbreads. You can
use the recipes on the packages or go
to the websites with numerous sug-
gestions and recipes.

You can even check out recipes in
general to come up with countless
ideas from independent sources. My
next recipe search will be for the best
flour tortilla I can come up with. Go
ahead and give it a try!

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.com/ thymethief.
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The SomervilleTimes

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Section 00.11.39
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites
sealed bids from Contractors for the 667-2 Site Improvements,
#274139 in Somerville, Massachusetts, in accordance with the
documents prepared by CBA Landscape Architects.

The Project consists of: This site improvements project includes tree
removals; the installation of new paving; the planting of lawns, trees,
and shrubs/perennials; installation of site furniture; the installation of
a new concrete ramp and stairs, both with metal handrails; and re-
pair/painting of an existing fence as base bid OR the installation of a
new fence as an add alternate.

The work is estimated to cost $138,713.
Bids are subject to M.G.L. ¢.30839 & to minimum wage rates as re-
quired by M.G.L.c.149 8826 to 27H inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELECTRONICALLY BID AND HARD COPY
BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Please review the instructions in the
bid documents on how to register as an electronic bidder. The bids
are to be prepared and submitted at www.bhiddocsonline.com. Tutori-
als and instructions on how to complete the electronic bid documents
are available online (click on the “Tutorial” tab at the bottom footer).
General Bids will be received until 2:00 PM on Thursday, September
2nd, 2021, and publicly opened online, forthwith.

All Bids should be submitted online at www.biddocsonline.com and
received no later than the date and time specified above.

General bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit that is not less
than five (5%) of the greatest possible bid amount (considering all
alternates), and made payable to the Somerville Housing Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract Documents will be available for pick-up at
www.biddocsonline.com (may be viewed electronically and hardcopy
requested) or at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433 Main Street, Hudson, MA
01749 (978-568-1167).

There is a plan deposit of $50.00 per set (maximum of 2 sets) payable
to BidDocs ONLINE Inc.

Plan deposits may be electronically paid or by check. This deposit
will be refunded for up to two sets for general bidders and for one set
for sub-bidders upon return of the sets in good condition within thirty
(30) days of receipt of general bids. Otherwise the deposit shall be the
property of the Awarding Authority.

Additional sets may be purchased for $50.00

Bidders requesting Contract Documents to be mailed to them shall
include a separate check for $ 40.00 per set for UPS Ground (or $65.00
per set for UPS overnight), nonrefundable, payable to the BidDocs
ONLINE Inc., to cover mail handling costs.

PRE-BID CONFERENCE / SITE VISIT:
Date and Time: Thursday, 19 August 2021 at 9:00 AM
Address: 32 Jaques Street, Somerville, MA

Instructions: Attending contractors are required to follow Covid-19
protocols as dictated by the CDC, Commonwealth of MA, or the
Somerville Housing Authority, whichever is strictest.

SITE VISIT BY APPOINTMENT: NONE

The Contract Documents may be seen, but not removed at:
Somerville Housing Authority Nashoba Blue Inc
30 Memorial Road 433 Main Street
Somerville, MA 02145 Hudson, MA 01749
617-625-1152 978-568-1167

8/18/21 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
Removal of Public Shade Trees
City of Somerville

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 87, the City of Somerville will hold a vir-
tual public shade tree hearing on August 31, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. using
GotoWebinar software. Eight (8) public shade trees on Grand Union
Boulevard between Great River Road and Foley Street have been pro-
posed for removal to restructure the sidewalk in order to protect and
expand adjacent landscape areas. The trees proposed for removal
are all London Planetrees, ranging in size from 6 to 7 inches in diame-
ter (DBH). New trees will be planted in the area.

The trees identified above have been posted for public inspection. In
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 87, any objections to the removal of
any of these trees must be submitted in writing to the Tree Warden
prior to or at this public hearing. Documents may be sent via email to:
trees@somervilleMA.gov, or mailed to: 93 Highland Ave., Somerville,
MA. 02143.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this Public Shade Tree
Hearing will be conducted via remote participation. An audio record-
ing of this hearing will be available upon request to
trees@somervillema.gov.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Webinar ID

169-672-499

Registration URL
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4633157698158459661

TO CALLIN

UNITED STATES

+1(631) 992-3221

Access code: 310-190-199
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
RFP # 22-04

90-92 Union Square Property Lease and Renovation

The City of Somerville invites sealed proposals from qualified appli-
cants for the renovation and lease of 90-92 Union Square, (“Property”
or “90-92 Union Square” or “historic fire station” or “Premises”). The
City seeks a qualified tenant who can come to mutually agreeable
terms for the lease of the site and then work with the City on a ren-
ovation plan that provides adequate facilities for the applicant, fiscal
benefits to the City, and long-term protection of the structure. The
property is being offered “as is."

Interested parties must respond to a request for proposals (RFP) by
September 14, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. The RFP is available online as of Au-
gust 11, 2021 at

https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing and
by contacting purchasing@somervillema.gov or calling 627-625-6600
ext. 3400. The initial term of a lease would be ten (10) years with the
option to renew.

Dispositions of real property by lease are subject to approval by the
Mayor and City Council. Refer to the RFP for further details.

8/18/21 The Somerville Times

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime Storage - Somerville located at 39R Medford
St., Somerville, MA 02143 intends to hold an auction to sell the goods
stored by the following tenant at the storage facility. The sale will oc-
cur as an online auction via www.storagetreasures.com on 9/8/2021
at 12:00 PM. Unless stated otherwise the description of the contents
are household goods and furnishings. Andrew F Zen unit #0631. All
property is being stored at the above self-storage facility. This sale
may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Certain terms and con-
ditions apply. See manager for details.

8/18/21 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices
can be downloaded

from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

City of Somerville
URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

The City of Somerville’s Urban Design Commission will hold the fol-
lowing schedule of bi-weekly Tuesday evening meetings through the
remainder of 2021.

August 24, 2021
September 14, 2021
September 28, 2021

October 12, 2021

October 26, 2021

November 9, 2021
November 23, 2021
December 7, 2021
December 21, 2021

Meeting notices identifying the time, hyperlink, and agenda for each
meeting are posted to the City of Somerville's online calendar at least
two days prior to each meeting, unless the meeting is canceled. See
https://www.somervillema.gov/events.

8/11/21, 8/18/21 The Somerville Times

LEGAL NOTICE:

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of CURTIS LEE STREALY, please
contact Attorney Justin Bo West between the hours of 8:30 a.m.
to 4:00p.m., Monday thru Friday, 521 E. Main Street, Suite A, Ville
Platte, LA 70586 or call (337) 363-0484.

6/30//21, 8/11/21, 8/18/21 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY PHONE: 857-488-5138

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 7

departments for quick transactions like
paying a bill or picking up a document.
For matters that will take longer, resi-
dents will need to schedule an appoint-
ment with city staff. Many city services
are also available online and, whenever
possible, residents are encouraged to

continue to use online services.

FAAXAXAXAXAXAKAKAXA XA XA XA XA XA K

The Somerville Flea kicked off their
10th year in Davis Sq. on Sunday, Au-
gust 1, at 10:00 a.m., 56 Holland St. The
best local vintage purveyors and artisans
are back. Come on out and support them
after a year-long hiatus. Shop local!

R R R R R R R R R R e e P R R R R R R R R R R R R
The City of Somerville’s annual
SomerMovie Fest returns this year
with a series of seven family-friend-
ly films being shown in parks around

Somerville. Screenings begin at sun-
down and the remaining schedule is as
Thursday, August 19, Guardians of
the Galaxy, Seven Hills Park. While
attendees are not required to wear
masks, anyone who is not fully vacci-
nated is advised to wear one whenever
they are in a crowd.

PR R R R RS E
Walk-in vaccinations are available at
multiple locations: You now can get a
COVID-19 vaccination without hav-
ing to pre-register or make an appoint-
ment. There are walk-in vaccination
sites all around Somerville, and just
outside it as well. Cambridge Health
Alliance vaccine clinics have larger
supplies of doses and can vaccinate
kids ages 12 — 17. You do not need to
be a CHA patient to use these clin-

ics. They are free and open to all. Lo-
cal CVS pharmacies and the Stop &
Shop on McGrath Hwy. are also offer-
ing walk-in vaccines. Local Walgreens
pharmacies require a brief pre-regis-
tration, but can process people quickly
if they have open slots and you walk
in. Here are the CHA walk-in sites:
CHA Somerville Vaccine Center at
176 Somerville Avenue in Somerville,
Mon. — Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tufts Uni-
versity Gantcher Center at 161 Col-
lege Ave. in Medford, Wed — Thurs.
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Encore Bos-
ton Harbor at 1 Broadway Center in
Everett, Mon. — Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m., Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

KA KKK AKX KX KRk khhkkhkkkkkkxk

Help support your neighbors through

the Somerville Cares Fund. If you're
lucky enough to have some extra mon-
ey, please consider a donation to the
Somerville Cares Fund. This dona-
tion-based fund provides direct assis-
tance to Somerville residents, work-
ers, and parents of school children
so that they can cover basic expenses
like housing, food, and utility bills. If
you're unable to donate you can still
help by sharing information about
the Somerville Cares Fund with your
friends and family.
AXXXXXXA LA LA A A A AR AR AR A XA XXX KKK

Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.
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'Photography in the Garden' at the Somerville Community Growing Center

The Somerville Community Growing Center, located at 22 Vinal Ave. in Somerville, hosted Photography in the Garden last Sunday. An Artist Reception with Iaritza
Menjivar featured First Generation, a photography exhibition from photographer Menjivar about family life will be “popping” in the Growing Center through the month
of August. Menjivar is exhibiting newer work made before and during quarantine. See more of Menjivar's work at www.iaritza.com. — Photos by Monica Calvo

Somerville’s first annual Yart Sale

Yart Sale took place on Sunday, August 15 (delayed by rain from Saturday). This unique event, organized by the Somerville Arts Council’s (SAC), invited artists, craftspeople,
and anybody else with a creative bent to display their works outside of their own homes for spectators to enjoy and art lovers to make some fine acquisitions. A Google map to

participant's locations was prepared by SAC for use by attendees. — Photos by Claudia Ferro

From page 8

Answers
. 1993 8. A period
. Luke Danes 9. Anastasia and Drizella
4. The Netherlands 10. Eddie Albert
5. Woodstock 11. Samsung Electronics
6. June 29,2007 12. Sake
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Six Somerville organizations awarded grants )
to improve community heat resilience

Six Somerville organizations received “Keep Cool Somerville” grants to pilot projects improving resilience to = 1= N j

extreme heat this summer.

Keep Cool Somerville, a partnership between the City of Somerville and Metropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC), invited groups to propose small-scale projects to address the health impacts of climate-driven heat.

The 2021 Keep Cool Somerville grantees are:

+ Bent/Haus Arts — Bent/Haus Arts is hosting “Mystery Machine,” a free, interactive outdoor cooling art

installation that incorporates music, mist, and colorful animations that are refracted and reflected in the mist. ,
Installation events are planned for Friday, August 20, in partnership with Groundwork Somerville, and Saturday, August 28, from 8 to 9:30 p.m. at Chuckie Harris Park.
allisontanenhaus.com/benthaus

+ Clarendon Hill Towers — Clarendon Hill Towers Resident Services is distributing fans to older adult building residents this summer.
Heat health safety information is being shared with all other residents. clarendonhill.org

+ Community Action Agency of Somerville (CAAS) — CAAS is connecting eligible households to discounted utility and low-income
energy programs to help overcome cost barriers associated with home cooling this summer. The agency is also distributing air condi-
tioning units to individuals at greater risk of experiencing heat health risks. caasomerville.org

+ Groundwork Somerville — The Groundwork Green Team will integrate heat health outreach and education with an outdoor shading
installation. The team is partnering with local artists on temporary, structural shading features. groundworksomerville.org

+ Somerville Fresco! — This Spanish-speaking resident group is conducting community outreach on
heat health and developing bilingual booklets with tips, recipes, and information to help families in
Somerville find ways to keep cool this summer. They are also distributing cooling kits containing the
booklets, water bottles, and small coolers.

+ Somerville Housing Authority — The Housing Authority is piloting an air conditioner lending pro-
gram to distribute and install air conditioning units in its buildings. The lending program complements
other Housing Authority community cooling efforts, including distribution of Keep Cool Toolkits to

all households. sha-web.org

“We're excited to support community organizations that are educating Somerville residents about extreme heat, helping them access
cooling systems and pay for utilities, and incorporating art with outdoor cooling installations,” said Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone.”With
more extreme weather, we will need to look to short-term solutions like these projects to keep residents safe, as well as longer-term

solutions that address climate change — the root cause of our increasingly hot summers.”

“Last summer was among the hottest on record, and this summer we've already experienced long
stretches of days over 90 degrees,” said MAPC Public Health and Climate Planner Jeanette Pantoja.
“These grants will help Somerville residents and institutions proactively prepare for increasingly

hot summers.

In 2020, Keep Cool Somerville conducted stakeholder interviews, resident focus groups, a public sur-
vey, and a PhotoVoice project to understand how extreme heat affects Somerville residents. This re-

search informed a Cooling Strategies Toolkit, which outlines evidence-based and community-support-
ed strategies for long-term summer heat preparedness. Grantees used this toolkit to propose project ideas and interventions.

The initiative is advised by the Keep Cool Advisory Committee, an interdisciplinary group of city staff and community representatives, and
is supported by a grant from the MAPC Accelerating Climate Resiliency Grant Program. For more information on Keep Cool Somerville
and the grants, visit mapc.org/keep-cool-somerville.

— Photos by Yetsenaria “Jessie” Alvira, Resident Services Coordinator at Clarendon Hill Towers
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| wanted to be. Turns out, identity theft is a crime. 1587 — In the Roanoke Island colony, Ellinor and Ananias Dare become par-
ents of a baby gitl whom they name Virginia, the first English child born in

When | was growing up | was told | could be whoever

what would become the United States.

The "Original" 1590 — John White, the leader of 117 colonists sent in 1587 to Roanoke Island
All Types Vent Glea"ing To adve rti se in (North Carolina) to establish a colony, returns from a trip to England to find
Restaurant Hood Cleaning the settlement deserted. No trace of the settlers is ever found.
Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning The 1914 — Germany declares war on Russia while President Woodrow Wilson
Power Washing S ome rvi I Ie issues his Proclamation of Neutrality.
Licensed and Insured Ti mes 1939 — The film The Wizard of Oz opens in New York City.
in Massachusetts 1965 — Operation Statlite marks the beginning of major U.S. ground combat
We travel all over Cal I operations in Vietnam.
Massachusetts B o bbi e To ner 1969 — Two concert goers die at the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel,
Call tOday to find out New York, one from an overdose of heroin, the other from a burst appendix.
ials!
OI.I.I' weekly specials! 6 1 7'666'40 1 o 2011 - Gold hits a record price of $1,826 per ounce.
Call Jimmy 857-366-3761
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled-it doesn't matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 844-813-0213

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI!
Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP LLC

Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free Consul-
tations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The water
is safe, and the dining is
fantastic. Walk out to the
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks
available. Sleeps 8. Email:
carolaction@aol.com for
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you
have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace
at little to no cost. Get yours
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping!
100% guaran-teed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espanol

Dental insurance - Physi-

cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real in-surance
- not a discount plan. Get
your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Stroke & Cardiovascular
disease are leading caus-
es of death according to
the AHA. Screen-ings can
provide peace of mind or
early detection! Call Life
Line Screening to schedule
a screening. Special offer 5
screenings for $149. 1-833-
549-4540

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
674-1423

DEALING WITH WATER
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-833-800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some Restrictions Apply.
Promo Expires 1/21/22.
1-877-925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter pro-

tection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide backup
power during utility power
outages so your home and
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions.
1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! CallToday for
speeds up to 2bmbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card,
terms apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the
Research & Development
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-855-380-
5976 for a Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your idea for
a free consultation.

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including

a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.walk-
intubquote.com/pennysaver

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage sys-
tem. Save money, reduce
reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your
home. Full installation
services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no
obligation quote. 1-855-270-
3785

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power
during power outages, so
your home & family stay
safe & comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-yr extended
warranty $695 value! Re-
quest a free quote today!

Call for terms & conditions.
1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protec-tion. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events,
sports & on demand titles.
No contract/commitment.
1-866-825-6523

DISHTV $64.99 for 190 chan-
nels + $14.95 high speed
internet. Free installation,
smart HD DVR included, free
voice remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo expires
1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted!

Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free
author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-
796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't
wait! Protect your family,
your home, your assets
NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 866-409-0308

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Update your home with
beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home esti-

mates make it con-venient
to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Free
con-sultation: 877-212-7578.
Ask about our specials!

Long distance moving:
White-glove service from
America’s top movers. Fully
insured and bonded. Let us
take the stress out of your
out of state move. Free
quotes! Call: 855-606-2752

HughesNet - Finally, su-
per-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps
just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video.
BundleTV & Internet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-
0141

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to PO.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
sup-ply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients es-tablish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID, or
credit card num-bers. Also
beware of ads that claim

to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that
if a credit repair company
does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not
reach Canada.

pandemic has subsided.

for common illnesses, and vaccinated prior to adoption.

and items for kids, pets, and adults.

Kitty Connection Online Auction: August 20 - 22

Kitty Connection, an all-volunteer non-profit dedicated to rescuing and finding safe, loving homes for local cats and dogs, will hold an End of Summer/Back to School
Online Auction from 4:00 p.m., Friday, August 20, through 9:00 p.m., Sunday, August 22, at www.myminiauction.com/kittyconnection.

Kitty Connection provides critical high-cost medical care, including surgeries, for 30 to 50 cats annually, and provides funds for low-cost medical care to 30 to 50 adopters
following adoption of their pets. Volunteers provide foster homes for animals until they are adopted, and Kitty Connection ensures that pets are spayed/neutered, tested

In addition, Kitty Connection runs a low-cost spay/neuter program for pet owners in need and provides education and outreach in the community about the
importance of responsible pet ownership. The organization anticipates restarting its feral cat trap/neuter/return program when it’s safe for volunteers, after the

Dozens of items will be up for bid during the End of Summer/Back to School Online Auction, including baskets in various themes perfect for the season, and many gifts

Auction rules and logistics are posted on the auction website, and items up for bid will appear there at the auction start time (4:00 p.m., Friday, August 20). Please direct
any questions to stephanie@kittyconnection.net. To learn more about Kitty Connection’s mission and pets available for adoption, visit: www.kittyconnection.net.

J
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To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s
most widely read newspaper!

The SomervilleTimes

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

-CENTURY 21

" North East
" Len Ferrari

= Sales Associate
Cell: 781.608.5008
Office: 617.623.6600
lenferrari@c21ne.com

Cbmn';;:ré:iaiiResideﬁtial
Fully Insured

Steve Dervishian __=

78 Plymouth Road R
Malden MA 02148

centraldisposal@comcast.net &
617-967-5792
Est. 1984

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
Michael LaRosa
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200

FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net
424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Retige Lomen (14

Moénica Calvo, Realtor #
(617)605-3308

monicacalvoprestige@gmail.com

—

Jusceha LoRusso

617.686.8095

ascetiq's Gab

@

Cabes, for att occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes

facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

CENTURY 21

North East

Clifton Verdieu

Sales Associate
Cell:617-230-7013
Office: 617-623-6600
699 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02144
cverideu@c21ne.com
www.c21ne.com

2 B

The official real estate company of the Boston Bruins

% Closed Wednesday
/‘ Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
4 Men & Boys Haircuts

_é

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

“Best Somerville Barber”

HOMES
N

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHillHomes.com
www.WinterHill[Homes.com

Sell your
house today!

“We’ll sell your house fast!”

==

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE
REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040

e} CENTURY 21
PP North East
Denise Cosby
' Gales Associate
Cell: 857.928.4282

Office: 617.623.6600
dcosby@c21ne.com

The Official Real Estate Company of the Boston Bruins

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

Telephone:
(617) 625-2244
(617) 625-4344

Fax:
(617) 625-4350

EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010

Martin B. Dropkin

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com
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edited by Doug Holder

Kentucky native CD Collins follows the
storytelling traditions of the South, both
as a solo artist and when accompanied
by musicians. Her work is represented in
five compact discs, one of which won Best
Spoken-Word album at the Boston Poetry
Awards. She is the author of three books: a
short fiction collection, Blue Land (Polyho
Press), a poetry collection (Ibbetson Street
Press) and a novel, Afterheat (Empty City
Press). Her work has appeared in numerous literary magazines in-
cluding StoryQuarterly, Phoebe, Salamander, and The Pennsylvania
Review. Ms. Collins was guest at the John F. Kennedy Center for

the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. for a pilot conference to
advance the development of innovative technologies that support the
inclusion of people with disabilities.

Champs-Elysées

Every day I walk the bridges in the city,

Among sand-colored and pink-tinged buildings,
past storefronts and sidewalk cafés,

banks of round marble tables,

with gold-back chairs,

all facing the same direction.

I see faces: human, animal, mythical.
Everywhere you look there’s always a face.

And sometimes it is your face.

Along the Champs-Elysées,

The homeless men lie in the middle of the sidewalk.
They are staggered at intervals every block or so.
They lie on their sides or they crouch on their knees.
Each has drawn a chalk balloon above his head,
And inside the balloon his story written in chalk.

“S'il vous plait,” they all begin,

Then a brief history of their misfortune--
I am without a home in Paris.

I have no job.

I'am a poor Frenchman.

I am Jamaican.

They all end, “Merci.”

The men wear suit coats;

They have no belongings or even shopping bags,
Only a small metal can placed beside them,
Empty or containing a few centimes.

They wear dark leather shoes,

and cotton pants with creases down the front.
They wear suit jackets.

Which they pull over their heads,

Hiding their faces.

They are impeccable and formal,

Bowed down in the middle of the street,
Just the men,

Lying on their sides,

Or in uncomfortable positions.

— CD Collins
— Photo by Babette Meyers

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

The Mystic River Festival
A Showcase for Artists of All Stripes

by Doug Holder

I caught up recently with Laura Brereton, the

new director of the Mystic River Celebration
that is to be held on September 25. This cele-
bration, by the waters of the Mystic River will
be open to Medford and Somerville artists, as
well as regional artists. Its main focus is to bring
the arts to Medford.

From talking with Brereton there seems to be
quite an eclectic mix of participants. For more info
about the festival go to: https://cacheinmedford.
org/mystic-river-celebration/

Doug Holder: What is your connection to
Somerville?

Laura Brereton: We are neighbors! And we share
some things like the Mystic River and Tufts Uni-
versity, so we feel a special kinship with Somerville.

DH: Can you give me a brief history of the event,
and its mission statement?

LB: The Mystic River Celebration began 11 years
ago as the brain child of Allie Fiske who used to be
the Director of the festival as well as the Program
Director for CACHE, a non-profits arts organi-
zation in Medford. She recently stepped down in
her role, and I am the new Director for the festival.

Allie and the CACHE board members wanted
to bring more arts to Medford and also make good
use of the Condon Shell, which is a huge asset to
our community.

The goals for the festival are to highlight local
bands and musicians by featuring live music, and
to showcase other types of performers like dance
troops, poets, and circus performers. We have also
included interactive art installations.

Additionally, there are many artisan vendors
and local organizations who have booths at the
event. We also have activities for children and

food vendors.

DH: Any Somerville artists of note who partici-
pated over the years?

LB: We have artists from all over the region
participating, and I am sure there have been some
from Somerville but I don't know specific names.

DH: Why is the Mystic River such an inspira-
tion, in your opinion?

LB: To me, the river is not only a wonderful nat-
ural resource but it also represents life, movement,
flow, change, and beauty — all qualities that are
equally present in art and community.

DH: This is an outdoor exhibition, as well as a
juried event. What criteria will the judges use to
judge a painting?

LB: This is not actually a juried event. Only the
application process for artists is juried so that we
have diversity and variety in the type of art at the
event,

DH: You are a music teacher. Any music included?

LB: I am a musician and teacher. Music is a key
part of the festival as it not only makes for a fun
and lively vibe, but it also allows us to highlight
some musicians from our incredible Boston-area
music scene. And, as an added bonus, the Condon
Shell has just been updated with a gorgeous new
mural by local artist Meagan O'Brien so the stage
area looks phenomenal!

DH: If someone asked you, "Why should I at-
tend?” what would be your answer?

LB: Now more than ever, we need the arts and
a sense of community to bridge divides and help
people heal. The Mystic River Celebration strives
to do just that. Through music and art we bring
a fun, safe, and community-minded celebration of

the arts to the banks of the beautiful Mystic River.

Household Hazardous Waste Community Collection Day
(Residential Pickup, No Drop-Offs)

Due to COVID-19, the City of Somerville, in
collaboration with ACV Enviro, will be hosting
an alternative program for residential pick up of
Household Hazardous Waste on Wednesday, Au-
gust 18,7:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Instead of coming to

a drop-off site, we are coming to you!

Hazardous waste pickup events will happen from April to November on the second Wednesday

of each month. Registration is required. Visit somervillema.gov/HWPickup to sign up. Registra-

tion opens three weeks prior to each event and will close when the maximum number of requests

is reached. So clean out the garage, empty the basement, and get rid of Oil —Paint —Cleaners

—Antifreeze — Poisons — Pesticides — Batteries — Fluorescent Lamps — Electronics — and more!
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Because simple is always the smart choice!
SmartChoice Checking at Winter Hill Bank is so much
more than just a checking account.

e Choose the advantage of NO monthly fee and NO minimum balance

e Choose to get free online banking, mobile banking, online bill payment, and
eStatements

® (Choose instant access to funds with a free debit card

Choose to find out right now. It’s simple.

WINTER HILLNBANK-®

617-666-8600 | 1-800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
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