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Top ways to take a safe vacation
After months spent indoors at home due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, it’s clear that many peo-
ple are itching to get back out there and take a 
vacation. This is with good reason. Staying iso-
lated for too long can take a substantial toll on 
one’s mental health and well-being, according to 
the American Psychological Association.

If you still feel uncomfortable with going far 
from your home for a travel experience however, 
traveling domestically can be a step in the right 
direction. There are lots of great places to visit a 
few hours’ drive from your home that you prob-
ably didn’t think of.

Whether you’re looking for a beach stay, or 
some nature, exploring options close to home 
can allow for an escape you and your fami-
ly want, and in a safe environment, such as an 
apartment or home vacation rental. And it’s an 
increasingly popular choice.

According to trivago, a global accommodation 
metasearch provider, the share of users clicking 
on deals for such vacation rentals increased by 5 
percent from February to June 2020, both in the 
U.S. and internationally.

With proper planning and doing the right research, a great vacation can be had in spite of restrictions 
imposed by the coronavirus crisis.          — Photo © jacoblund / iStock via Getty Images Plus

City approves polyamorous
domestic relationship recognition

By Jim Clark

At the latest regular meeting of the Somer-
ville City Council on June 25, an ordinance 
to formally recognize domestic partnerships, 
including those involving more than two peo-
ple, was put forward and approved unani-
mously by the Council.

The domestic relationship issue was initially 
brought to the attention of the City Council 
when President and Ward 1 Councilor Mat-
thew McLaughlin learned from a constituent 
earlier this year that the city did not acknowl-
edge such partnerships.

It was noted that this problem is Coronavi-
rus-related because it can prevent an individual 
from being added to their partner's health in-
surance. He further noted that both Cambridge 
and Boston recognize domestic partnerships.

Ward 7 Councilor Katjana
The Somerville City Council passed an ordinance at its latest regular meeting allowing for official recognition of 
domestic partnerships, including those involving more than two people. Continued on page 4

Continued on page 10



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of July 8 – July 14 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Thunderstorms 83°/70° 49% 29%  SSW 12 mph

 July 8

 Thursday 
Partly Cloudy 88°/69° 21% 13%  SSW 10 mph

 July 9

 Friday 
Partly Cloudy 84°/68° 20% 32%  SSE 11 mph

 July 10

 Saturday 
Thunderstorms 76°/68° 80% 42%  E 9 mph

 July 11

 Sunday 
Thunderstorms 85°/71° 39% 38%  SW 10 mph

 July 12

 Monday 
Thunderstorms 84°/66° 38% 21%  SSW 9 mph

 July 13

 Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 82°/67° 20% 13%  S 8 mph

 July 14

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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The city is reminding residents not to set off fireworks this 
summer. Along with being illegal in Massachusetts, fireworks 
pose public health and safety threats. Fireworks can start fires, 
which can spread quickly through our densely populated neigh-
borhoods. The noise from fireworks can also be traumatizing 
to those with post-traumatic stress disorder and can be very 
upsetting to animals. Throughout the summer, everyone is be-
ing reminded to be a good neighbor and not set off fireworks.

*************************
Somerville is moving at a more cautious schedule for the re-
opening of Phase III businesses. Outside of Phase III health 
and human service providers, no other currently closed estab-
lishments in Somerville will reopen prior to July 13, which 
is the reopening date set by the Governor just for Boston. 
The reopening date for the rest of the state was set for July 6. 
Updated guidelines for gatherings will also not go into effect 
until July 13 at the earliest. This will give city officials time to 
continue working with business owners to create safety pro-
tocols. In some cases, opening dates later than July 13 may 
be set as a result. More information will be coming over the 
next week.

*************************
Happy birthday this week to several locals: We wish former 
mayor and great guy Gene Brune a very happy birthday this 
week. Gene has given so much more to this community be-
fore and since he left office. Happy birthday Gene, we hope 
you have a great 91st birthday with your many friends, family 
and admirers here. Happy birthday to Joe Vanessa of Mod-
elo’s Market Café in Magoun Sq. on Medford Street. We wish 
a big happy birthday to Rebecca McLaughlin of Century 21 
North East. We hope she has a great day and we are sure her 
kids will make it special. We wish all of our Facebook friends, 
such as Charles Zammuto, Laura Murphy McCarthy, Yvette 
Wilks, Michael Terrio, Barbara Passero, David Figueiredo, 
Tom Fitzgerald, Janeen Mobilia and Linda Sauer McSorley 
a very happy birthday. We hope everyone has Continued on page 7
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Response to: Reduce the police budget

Tim says:

i know one place we don’t need police, construction sites… there are approximately 202,394,875,398 
such sites in Somerville, why don’t we pay crossing guards??? they haven’t had much work since 
schools closed..

Arthur Moore says:

Most states use flag people. In Mass we don’t as having a trained professional on the site in case of 
a problem with the law we would have this trained person there on case of an emergency. Pretty 
much the way I understand it. But all the states with a flag person are not having a problem. I 
think it is more of the police union keep the money flowing. If anything we need to increase the 
budget so they have the best equipment and more officers on duty in these trying times. I have had 
personal experience with the police on social issues and I can say they have been good. Calls for 
help for suicides they were right there. Family deaths, health emergencies. And I can say regardless 
of race they treated everyone properly. Leave the police to do their job and let them decide or say 
what is needed. The force in Somerville has been one of the best in the country. Go after the other 
cities who do not have a good force like we do, Most police are good people doing their job. What 
is needed is a way to weed out the bad ones where they exist. I do not want to lose the good ones 
here and be replaced with a lesser person. Let’s stand behind them.

Villenous says:

The City Council made essentially the same size cut as the mayor. So this was all for show. I wish 
it was about a deeper look into how we operate police departments, but that got derailed by people 
picking numbers out of the air.

#howaboutcuttingthefat? says:

So follow the rule of the mob, and do whatever they say needs doing. Very proactive I think. How 
about cutting some of the real fat from the city budget? All of the new positions created at City 
Hall, all of the perks given to the Aldermen, etc. etc. Does it require a mob to demand it in order 
for anyone to see all of the fat????

Casimir H. Prohosky Jr. says:

Uh…yea. What you call “rule of the mob” is what normal people call democracy, majority rule, etc. 
It’s what elected officials are appointed to do, fulfill the will of the people. And no, this issue in 
general is not about trimming fat, it’s about responsible regulation of law enforcement, something 
else that functioning democracies do. Not that you’re expected to understand or agree with it.
Go back to sleep.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.
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Somerville's finest 
are of course our 
outstanding police 
force. Names like 
Remigio, Fallon, 
Mitsakis, Stiles, 
Dervishian, Gilber-
ti, Cabral, Howe, 

Hodgdon and so many more. But 
Somerville’s other finest was actually 
spelled Finast with an a. An acronym for 
First National Stores.

At one point, First National Stores was 
one of America’s largest grocery chains. 
The company operated First National 
(and later Finast) stores in the northeast. 
(get it ... FINAST?) There used to be a 
few First National grocery stores around 

Somerville years ago.
The Assembly Square Mall in Somer-

ville, Massachusetts, opened in 1981 in-
side of a former Ford Motors Assembly 
Plant along the banks of the Mystic River. 
The site had more recently been a distri-
bution center for First National Super-
markets also known as Finast. Finast was 
based in Somerville until 1978.

The Finast label, 
much like Market 
Basket's, offered 
consumers quality 
products at a lower 
price than the pop-
ular brands. Plus, 
how cool was it to 
buy a can of genuine 
Somerville tomatoes 
(see photo)?

First National's huge warehouse and 
retail stores employed a lot of Somerville 
people. These are some of their stories:

"I remember going to the one on Mystic 
Ave. Also there was one where the Stop & 
Shop is in Clarendon Hill." A warehouse 
worker recalls, "It was so brutal coming 

outside into the heat of a hot summer 
day after the end of a 14 hour shift in a 
refrigerated warehouse."

"My mom worked in the factory at As-
sembly Square. She told stories of pack-
ing pickles into jars, placing perfect spears 
neatly facing out of the jar and then ran-
dom bits piled into the center."

"There was a First National in Union 
Square. I won a giant Sugar Daddy candy 
bar there for counting the marbles."

"There was a First National Store at 
the corner of Medford St and Somer-
ville Ave next to Target, which way back 
was Bradlees." There was one on Broad-
way near where Star Market was. It 
burned down around 1960." There were 
also stores in Union Square, Ball Square 
and on the corner of Highland Avenue 
and Central St.

Here's a bit of scandal for you! "I 
worked in their offices. When I started at 
18, (1972-73) I worked in the mailroom 
with similar aged peers. I heard a rumor 
that a few of them were stealing payroll 
checks that came through the mailroom. I 
was there when law enforcement came to 

take them. Can’t remember if it was local 
police or FBI. Idiots had signed their own 
names when cashing those checks. They 
signed them over to themselves!"

A friend sends this sweet comment in: "My 
parents worked there,that is where they met 
in the 50's. Still in love 62 years later."

First National Stores have gone the 
way of the Ford Assembly Plant, As-
sembly Mall, Somerville Lumber, John-
ny D's and Joe Izzy's. Important parts of 
our Somerville past.

I wouldn't be surprised if someone out 
there still has an item in their kitchen cabi-
net or cellar with the Finast label on it.

Thank you to Wikipedia and my Face-
book friends for some facts and statistics.

Somerville's other Finast

Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210 Help Keep
Somerville Safe!

By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Danielle Lopes, of Harwich, 
June 27, 3:33 p.m., arrested at 

Bond St. on warrant charges of 
larceny of credit card, improper 
use of credit card, larceny under 

$1200 by single scheme, felony 
daytime breaking and entering, 
felony nighttime breaking and 

entering, and larceny over $1200.
Graziano Mellone, July 2, 

6:59 p.m., arrested at Broadway 

on warrant charges of assault 
and battery and felony daytime 
breaking and entering.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Shooting at Mystic Housing Projects
in Somerville, suspects arrested

At around 10:42 p.m. Thursday evening, 
police were dispatched to River Rd. in the 
Mystic Housing Projects in Somerville 
on reports of a shooting.

Four victims were transported to local 
hospitals, one male and three females. 
One victim was reported to be in critical 
condition. A vehicle was reported fleeing 
the scene.  Somerville, Medford and State 
Police responded to the scene.

On Friday, July, 3, the Cambridge Po-
lice Department announced that three 
suspects have been arrested following 
the Thursday night shooting. Justin Ell-
cock, 24, Davel Matthew, 23, and Desti-
ny Banks, 23, all from Cambridge, were 
arrested after Cambridge Police Offi-
cers observed and stopped a vehicle that 
Somerville Police were seeking.

The vehicle was parked on the corner 
of Davis and Broadway Streets in Cam-
bridge and occupied by a driver and two 
passengers. A stolen, loaded, high capaci-
ty firearm was found in possession of one 

of the defendants, along with ammuni-
tion. Two other firearms were located in-
side the vehicle.

Ellcock will be charged with multiple 
counts of carrying a firearm, multiple 
counts of possession of a large capaci-
ty feeding device and possession of am-
munition. Matthews and Banks will be 
charged with carrying a firearm and pos-
session of a large capacity feeding device.

The investigation of the Somerville 
shooting and a separate shooting from 
Thursday night on Harvard Street in 
Cambridge is ongoing. Cambridge Police 
ask that anyone who may have more in-
formation on the Harvard Street shooting 
to call (617) 349-3300. Those who wish 
to submit tips anonymously via phone, 
text message or email, can visit http://
www.cambridgema.gov/cpd/communi-
tyresources/anonymouscrimetips.

Somerville Police ask that if anyone has 
information about this incident that they 
please call 617-625-1600 ext. 7250.

Ballantyne asked about the 
legality of domestic partner-
ships at the Council's April 7 
meeting, and City Clerk John 
Long responded that the pub-
lic should consult an attorney 
to learn more, and that domes-
tic partnerships are not recog-
nized by the State or Federal 
Government but are recognized 
by some private companies for 
health insurance. 

Ward 2 Councilor J.T. Scott 
said that without the recogni-
tion of a domestic partnership, 
many legal processes can be dif-
ficult, such as estate planning 
and health coverage.

Working with the Council's 
Legislative Matters Committee, 
Assistant City Solicitor Hannah 
Pappenheim presented a num-
ber of findings and recommen-
dations over the course of sever-
al Committee meetings.

Among them, Pappenheim 

told the members that this is 
something that can be accom-
plished and she asked whether 
the Committee is looking for a 
symbolic separation or some-
thing from city clerk's office, 
e.g., a certificate acknowledging 
the partnership.

Councilor McLaughlin ex-
plained how this arose and said 
he was looking for something 
that recognizes domestic part-
nerships, therefore allowing 
people to secure benefits, etc. 

The cities of Boston and Cam-
bridge already have this, but 
Somerville does not recognize 
domestic partnerships. 

In early June, Pappenheim 
presented a draft version of the 
proposed ordinance, which rec-
ognizes domestic partnerships 
and allows couples to obtain a 
certificate from the City Clerk 
recognizing their partnerships. 

For the city's purposes, the 

domestic partnerships are 
treated the same as marriag-
es, with respect to fees, etc., 
and grants the same rights and 
privileges as those afforded to 
married individuals.

The draft was based on ordi-
nances from Cambridge and 
Boston, but was much simpler 
and narrower in scope. 

Pappenheim asked for place-
ment suggestions from the com-
mittee, since Cambridge placed 
their ordinance under personnel 
and another community placed 
it under the Health Department.

There were questions regard-
ing the requirement to amend 
the partnership registration if 
there is a change of household 
address and Pappenheim ex-
plained that it is because the 
couple “resides together.”

The ordinance was subse-
quently drafted and approved 
by the Legislative Matters Com-

mittee and submitted under a 
new item number to the City 
Council for action.

As the matter was discussed at 
the June 25 Council meeting, the 
issue of polyamorous relation-
ships was suggested for consid-
eration as an amendment to the 
drafted ordinance.

Chair Davis expressed reserva-
tions about approving the ordi-
nance as it was submitted, say-
ing, "I don't think it's the place of 
government to be telling people 
what is or is not a family. And 
defining families is something 
that historically is something 
that we've gotten quite wrong 
as a society, and we ought not to 
undertake to do so."

Davis went on to point out that 
the language in the ordinance 
specifically defining domestic 
partnerships as consisting of 
two persons. He subsequently 
made a motion to make several 

amendments to the proposed 
ordinance, all effectively relating 
to taking out the "two person" 
part, leaving it unstated as to the 
number of people involved in 
the domestic relationship.

"The next question is if 20 
people want to come and claim 
that they're domestic partners, I 
guess my answer would be 'what 
if they did?'" Davis said.

The proposed changes to the 
ordinance were made, removing 
all references to two people con-
stituting an officially recognized 
domestic partnership, and the 
full Council approved the item 
unanimously. 

The ordinance is the first of 
its kind enacted nationwide and 
garnered a lot of media attention 
throughout the U.S.

The ordinance can be down-
loaded at http://somervillecity-
ma.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_
LegiFile.aspx?ID=23232.

City approves polyamorous domestic relationship recognition 
CONT. FROM PG 1

— Photo by Bobbie Toner
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The importance of the 4th of July in Massachusetts and 
Somerville’s history predates:

• the signing of the Constitution
• the raising of American’s first flag, the Grand Union, on 

historic Prospect Hill
• the beginning of the Revolutionary War 

Massachusetts was the first state to make July 4th a state 
holiday. John Adams, our first Vice President and second 
President, originally promoted the tradition of firework 
celebrations on Independence Day. He died on the fourth 
of July, 1826, within hours of President Thomas Jefferson’s 
death. The two had signed the Constitution exactly fifty 
years earlier.

Somerville was part of Charlestown and her history until 
1842. The most accurate account in early writings places 
the arrival of English Captain Thomas Graves, a Charles-
town engineer and street planner, as the date of Charles-
town’s founding. She was born on the fourth of July, 1629. 

Three years later on July 4, 1631, Governor 
John Winthrop launched the first ship built in 
Massachusetts into the Mystic River. Chris-
tened “The Blessing of the

The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #208

Independence Day
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Continued on page 12

2021 police budget:
Line by line

By Alberto Gilman

The Somerville City Council 
Finance Committee hosted a 
virtual Committee of the Whole 
meeting on Thursday, July 2.

In the previous week, the City 
Council hosted a five-hour vir-
tual public hearing discussing 
the proposed budget for the 
2021 fiscal year on Wednesday, 
June 24 by Mayor Curtatone. 

Many concerns from residents 
were voiced in reaction to the 
police budget, which called for a 
60 percent decrease in funding. 
Somerville Police Chief David 
Fallon answered questions and 
addressed concerns from the 
City Council during the meet-
ing. Over the course of the first 
two hours, Chief Fallon dis-
cussed several lines in the police 
budget leading to various cuts.

City Council Vice President 
and Councilor-at-Large Mary 
Jo Rosetti called for a motion 
to reduce line 558003 in the 
police budget by $85,000. Line 
558003 is listed as Public Safety 
Supplies. This cut would be less 
than 15 percent. Calling for a 
vote, the motion was carried 10-
1. Councilor-at-Large Kristen 
Strezo called for a motion to re-

duce $2000 from the proposed 
$4000 for line 542006 for Office 
Furniture. The motion passed 
with a final vote count of 8-3. 

Ward 2 Councilor and Fi-
nance Chair J.T. Scott mo-
tioned to cut line 572001 titled 
Out of State Conferences by 
$2000. Ward 3 Councilor Ben 
Ewen-Campen addressed the 
cut by asking Councilor Scott 
for his reasoning on the motion 
with the previous cuts already 
approved of. 

“I’m thinking of the Arts 
Council, which has a nearly 
19 percent cut to their budget. 
I’m thinking of housing. I’m 
thinking of housing stability,” 
Scott said in the meeting. “I’m 
thinking about departments 
that really directly serve con-
stituents in ways that have 

broad support in the city that 
are going through much larger 
cuts than the police ordinary 
maintenance budget. That 
doesn’t feel right.”

Councilor Scott proposed an-
other cut to line 558012 titled 
Badges, Emblems, Trophies, 
Medals. The proposed amount 
was $4000. The proposed cut 
was $3,000 dollars. The motion 
passed with a vote of 6-5. Line 
542001, Printing and Stationery 
drew a proposed cut of $3000 
from the proposed $7,000. The 
motion did not pass with a vote 
of 6-5 against. 

A total of accepted cuts came 
to $82,000 from the overall 
budget. There were no motions 
on the Animal Control budget. 
The E911 budget also received 
no motions.

Somerville Phase 3 reopening to 
follow more cautious schedule

With COVID-19 cases on the rise throughout 
much of the country, Somerville Phase 3 reopen-
ings — and implementation of gatherings guid-
ance – will proceed on a more cautious schedule 
than those outlined by the Governor.

With the exception of the Phase 3 Healthcare 
and Human Services providers, which will open 
according to statewide plans, no other currently 
closed establishments in Somerville will reopen 
prior to July 13, which is the delayed reopening 
date set by the Governor just for Boston. Up-
dated guidelines for gatherings will also not go 
into effect until July 13 at the earliest. This will 
give city officials time to continue working with business owners to create safety protocols. In 
some cases, opening dates later than July 13 may be set as a result. Additional guidelines will be 
shared next week.

Businesses in the Phase 3 reopening include large indoor venues generally considered to be at high 
risk for viral spread without proper measures in place, such as movie theaters, cultural centers, and 
performance venues. Opening dates and gathering guidelines will be announced after due diligence 
has been performed to ensure activities will proceed with proper safety measures and plans in place 
that will reduce risk to public health and be part of a sustainable reopening.

The Governor’s plan allows for reopenings to start Monday, July 6, except for in Boston, which 
will reopen July 13. Yet, as with most previous phases, Somerville will take a more cautious ap-
proach given that it is the most densely populated city in Massachusetts and in the heart of the 
metro Boston region.

For more information and regular COVID-19 updates, visit www.somervillema.gov/corona-
virus and sign up for city alerts at www.somervillema.gov/Alerts. You are urged to sign up for 
every alert method you are able to receive: phone call, text, email. Also follow FB.com/Somer-
villeCity and @SomervilleCity.
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COVID-19 update
Here is a COVID-19 update for Monday, July 6. Please also check somervillema.gov/covid19 for informa-
tion and resources that are updated frequently.

Latest news:

• Case Counts: As of 6 p.m., July 5, a total of 999 Somerville residents have tested positive for COVID-19, 
923 have since recovered, and sadly there have been 31 deaths. See more Somerville case data on the city’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard.

• Phase III reopening: Somerville is moving at a more cautious schedule for the reopening of Phase III 
businesses. Outside of Phase III health and human service providers, no other currently closed establish-
ments in Somerville will reopen prior to July 13, which is the reopening date set by the Governor just for 
Boston. (The reopening date for the rest of the state was set for July 6.) Updated guidelines for gatherings 
will also not go into effect until July 13 at the earliest. This will give city officials time to continue working 
with business owners to create safety protocols. In some cases, opening dates later than July 13 may be set 
as a result. More information will be coming over the next week.

• Paycheck Protection Program extended: Businesses can apply for Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) loans through Saturday, August 8. PPP loans are administered through the Small Business Ad-
ministration and help businesses keep workers on their payroll. For more information on applying for a 
PPP loan, go to https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program. For other business assistance, visit somer-
villema.gov/covidbizhelp.

• Somerville’s eviction moratorium remains in effect: The City of Somerville’s moratorium on residential and commercial evictions is still in place and will 
remain in effect until the city’s state of emergency is lifted. The State’s moratorium on residential and small-business evictions will expire on Tuesday, August 18, 
unless Gov. Charlie Baker extends it. Along with the eviction moratorium, the city has worked to get relief to both tenants and small landlords by helping residents 
to obtain rental assistance from the State and local non-profit agencies through the Office of Housing Stability and the Office of Immigrant Affairs. The city also 
recently allocated $1.5 million of CARES Act funding for additional rental assistance, which will soon become available to those most in need through non-profit 
partners in the community.

• City services reminder: To find out how you can access specific city services while city buildings are closed to the public, visit the “City Services Status” tab on somer-
villema.gov/covid19. Here are reminders about a few services we’ve been getting questions about:

• Waste disposal: Yard waste, e-waste, and household hazardous waste drop-offs at DPW have been suspended until further notice. Curbside yard waste and textile 
recycling (in the pink bags) collection is happening on a regular schedule.

• Marriage licenses: Somerville residents can now apply for marriage licenses in Somerville, but it may take up to three weeks to process them. For information on 
how to apply for a marriage license in Somerville, visit the “City Services Status” tab on somervillema.gov/covid19.

• Libraries: The Somerville Public Library is now offering contactless pickup at all three branches. Patrons can request Somerville library materials online using their 
Minuteman account. Library staff will then notify patrons by either email or phone when their items are ready to be picked up. Pickup appointments will be scheduled 
by using the Library’s online appointment system on somervillepubliclibrary.org, or by calling the Somerville Public Library at 617-623-5000.

• Take a “chance” on a reimagined ArtBeat: This year’s ArtBeat festival is still on, but in a new way to keep everyone safe. Taking place from July 10 to 18, this year’s 
ArtBeat will feature virtual as well as safe real-life happenings all centered around the theme of “Chance.” To find out how you can catch a performance or see an instal-
lation, visit somervilleartscouncil.org/artbeat/2020. Arts Council staff members are working on updating the full schedule, so don’t forget to check back throughout 
the week.

• Free COVID-19 testing at Somerville Hospital: The Somerville Board of Health strongly urges all residents to be tested for COVID-19. The more people that 
get tested, the safer our reopening will be. You do not need to have symptoms or a doctor’s referral. To sign up for free COVID-19 testing for Somerville residents, call 
617-665-2928, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.

• Mobile testing available: The City of Somerville, Cataldo Ambulance, and Cambridge Health Alliance (CHA) opened a mobile COVID-19 testing unit in June 
in addition to the test site outside Somerville Hospital. The mobile testing unit will accept patients by appointment at roaming locations. To be tested, you do not 
need to be symptomatic and do not need insurance or a doctor’s referral. Immigration status will not be checked. But you must be a Somerville resident and MUST 
CALL 617-682-0583 to set up an appointment. This number is answered during regular City Hall business hours (8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday; 8:30-7:30 Thursday; 
8:30-12:30 Friday). Please leave a voicemail if your call is not answered and someone will get back to you as soon as possible. Because of the volume of calls, there 
could be a short delay in getting a response. You can find the schedule of upcoming testing times and locations under the “Symptoms, Testing, & Medical Info” tab on 
somervillema.gov/covid19.

Today’s Assistance Tip: Accessing Mental Health Services

If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health emergency, or is contemplating suicide or harming others, call 911 immediately.

If you or someone in your family is experiencing a mental health crisis, the Boston Emergency Services Team (BEST) is available 24/7 at 1-800-981-4357. Trained staff 
can provide support, information, referrals, or arrange an in-person evaluation. BEST provides a comprehensive, highly integrated system of crisis evaluation and treat-
ment services to the greater Boston area under the leadership of Boston Medical Center with support from the Massachusetts Behavioral Health Partnership.

The MassSupport network, offered through Riverside Trauma Center and the MA Department of Mental Health, provides crisis counseling and support around issues 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Email MassSupport@riversidecc.org or call (888) 215-4920. They can provide services in English and Spanish. More information 
can be found on their website at masssupport.org.

If you are feeling sad, lonely, hopeless, or suicidal, Samaritans can help. Call or text their 24/7 helpline any time at 877-870-4673. Services are free and confidential.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health has a comprehensive online guide to finding mental health support for a variety of needs. If you already have a mental 
health provider, check with them to see if they are offering online or phone appointments. There are a number of online-based counseling services and some insurance 
plans cover these services. Some insurance plans may also waive your patient co-pay for behavioral health telemedicine appointments. Check with your insurance provider 
to find out what your benefits cover.

For more information on accessing mental health care, go to https://www.somervillema.gov/coronavirushelp/mental-health-and-wellbeing E.

Today’s Public Health Tip: Make Sure to Cover Your Mouth AND Nose

To be most effective, your face covering should cover both your mouth and nose. You can expel droplets, which can carry COVID-19, through your nose, especially when 
you sneeze. Help protect those around you by making sure you wear your face covering properly.
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a great day. To all the others we may have 
missed, we sincerely wish them the very 
best of birthdays.

*************************
A Virtual Bike Talk Social Hour host-
ed by the Somerville Bicycle Commit-
tee takes place on Wednesday, July 8, 
6:30 – 7:45 p.m. The Bike Talk Social 
Hour continues as a virtual event fea-
turing a July talk by the co-founders 
of the amazing bike advocacy group, 
Somerville Bike Safety (SBS). George 
Schneeloch and Arah Schuur will talk 
about the founding of SBS and all the 
advocacy this group does to keep us all 
safe and to push the city ever forward. 
This is a Zoom call: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/81092527199?pwd=cU82c-
jgreFBlaWdlNlgyNEx2eXNZZz09

*************************
Somerville City Council President 
Matthew McLaughlin has resched-
uled the Regular Meeting of the City 
Council that was previously scheduled 
on Thursday, July 9. The next Regular 
Meeting of the City Council will now be 
at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14. The 
meeting will be held by remote partici-
pation using the Go To Webinar plat-
form. The meeting will be open to the 
public. The agenda will be published on 

Friday, July 10. You will be able to view 
the meeting live or testify at any public 
hearing by registering using the follow-
ing link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.
com/register/3992812013161860622.

*************************
The Somerville Arts Council 's Art-
Beat Festival 2020 is very much on, al-
beit in a different form this year – over 
the course of eight days, they will have 
some virtual performances as well as 
some safe real-life happenings, such as 
art installations popping up and poet-
ry hitting the streets. They believe art 
plays a more crucial role than ever, in 
promoting community, supporting our 
collective mental health, and provid-
ing a means for expression and protest. 
This year the festival theme is “Chance,” 
which explores all things fluky, unex-
pected and unplanned. The theme and 
beautiful graphic, designed by Paula 
Champagne turned out to be more 
timely and poignant than anyone could 
have imagined. All aspects of the festival 
will strictly follow Covid-19 safety pro-
tocol. Much of the festival will be virtual; 
yet when visiting installations or if you 
“chance” upon a happening, wear a mask 
and respect social distancing. SAC staff 
will also be on site when necessary to 

ensure safety protocol is followed. The 
festival takes place July 10-18, citywide. 
A concise day-by-day schedule coming 
soon: www.somervilleartscouncill.org/
artbeat/2020

*************************
The City of Somerville’s newly formed 
Memorialization Committee, which 
will name public assets like buildings, 
streets, and parks, is accepting appli-
cations for two resident positions. The 
Committee will also develop policies 
and procedures to follow when choosing 
names. The committee will meet when 
needed to name a public asset. Appoin-
tees will serve a two-year term and must 
be confirmed by the City Council. If you 
are interested in applying, please send 
a statement of interest to memorial@
somervillema.gov by Friday, August 7.

*************************
Yard waste, e-waste, and household 
hazardous waste drop-offs at DPW 
have been suspended until further no-
tice. Curbside yard waste and textile 
recycling (in the pink bags) collection is 
happening on a regular schedule.

*************************
The Somerville Public Library is now 
offering contactless pickup at all three 
branches. Patrons can request Somer-

ville library materials online using their 
Minuteman account. Library staff will 
then notify patrons by either email or 
phone when their items are ready to be 
picked up. Pickup appointments will be 
scheduled by using the Library’s online 
appointment system on somervillepubli-
clibrary.org, or by calling the Somerville 
Public Library at 617-623-5000.

*************************
Free COVID-19 testing is being offered 
at Somerville Hospital. The Somer-
ville Board of Health strongly urges all 
residents to be tested for COVID-19. 
The more people that get tested, the saf-
er our reopening will be. You do not need 
to have symptoms or a doctor’s referral. 
To sign up for free COVID-19 testing 
for Somerville residents, call 617-665-
2928, Monday to Friday between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

*************************
Healthy, local food is important. The 
Farmers Markets are open again in Da-
vis Square (www.massfarmersmarkets.
org/davis) and Union Square (www.
unionsquaremain.org/2020-season). 
But this year they will be different. Both 
markets will encourage only one per-
son per household to do the shopping, 
incorporate social

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
While searching for equitable ways of 
dealing with the legal status of domestic 
partnerships, the Somerville City Coun-
cil happened upon a less than well-known 
issue lurking in the shadows, yearning for 
light to be shed on it.

What happens to those who are in com-
mitted familial relationships that involve 
more than two individuals? Do they get 
fair treatment when dealing with getting 

health coverage, engage in meaningful es-
tate planning, and other legal processes? 
Until recently, the movement towards 
equity for domestic partnerships barely 
registered a blip on the radar screens of 
civic leaders. And the additional wrinkle 
concerning polyamorous relationships 
has barely garnered any attention at all.

Until now.
The City Council took the bold step last 

week of not only assuring complete recog-
nition of domestic partnerships, but also 
included those relationships that happen 
to involve more than just two people.

Is this fair? Are those relationships 
comprised of only a pair more entitled 
to the benefits of legal recognition than 
ones who consist of more than just two 
individuals? How can anyone think so, if 
they're be fair and honest themselves.

Of course, this will seem strange and 
possibly illegal to some whose staunch 
traditional values run against the views 
of proponents of this policy. For many, 
changes on this order of magnitude take 
some time to digest and fully process.

That's OK. In time, the logic of it will 
surely come to those whose minds are 
open and sense of justice prevails.

In the meantime, love finds its way.

Continued on page 11
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

SUMMER OLYMPICS

ACROSS

1. Stockpile

6. More of the same

9. One of Los Lobos

13. Orion's brightest spot

14. A pop

15. Spur on

16. Another name for a jack

17. Between E and NE

18. For all to see

19. Location of the first Summer Olym-

pics

21. ____ test

23. Utmost degree

24. Allen Ginsberg's poem

25. Do this for cardio

28. Chesterfield, e.g.

30. Like "Extra!" news

35. Off-ramp

37. Barbequed slab

39. Right-hand page

40. Infamous Roman tyrant

41. Pandora's box contents

43. Socially inept one

44. Parachute material

46. And others

47. Kill a dragon

48. Prior to the present, prefix

50. Every which way

52. Swear words

53. Burst of wind

55. High affair

57. Non-permanent addition to Olym-

pic event roster

60. Most decorated Olympian

63. Desire

64. Tom and Jerry, e.g.

66. Relating to hair

68. Skip the big wedding

69. Inquire

70. Key material

71. Bears' hands

72. House vote

73. Chain of hills

DOWN

1. Biblical boat

2. Chinese dynasty (1368-1644)

3. Lab culture

4. Number of events in a heptathlon

5. Rains and snows at the same time

6. D'Artagnan's sword

7. Age of the youngest Olympian ever

8. Words to live by

9. Denim innovator

10. Welcoming store sign

11. Salz____ or St. Peters____

12. Make a choice

15. Tree used to make paper

20. House duty

22. Great horned one

24. ____ for Humanity

25. Most decorated U.S. female Olym-

pian Thompson

26. Has daisylike flowers

27. Lena Dunham's HBO show, 

2012-17

29. Number of countries that partici-

pated in every Summer Olympics

31. Nugent and Danson

32. Food contaminant

33. A Stradivari violin

34. 2021 Olympics location

36. Thomas the Engine's warning

38. Wimbledon is a Grand one

42. Deadly sin

45. Nullify

49. Hard to escape routine

51. Zoo____ or bee____

54. Type of car

56. Courtroom excuse

57. Caffeine-containing nut tree

58. Swear, not curse

59. Exercise repetitions, for short

60. Annoyingly slow

61. Weary walk

62. Spilled the beans

63. Large edible mushroom

65. Most decorated Olympic country

67. Whiskey grain

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

FUN & GAMES

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week
1. Mice, whales, elephants, giraffes and man all have seven neck vertebra.

2. A pound of houseflies contains more protein than a pound of beef.

Ms. Cam’s

#738Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  Suicide Squad is 
based on which com-
ics universe?

2.  Who is the main 
vocalist of the song 
Girls Like You?

3.  Who is the direc-
tor of the movie Black 
Panther?

4.  What does DNA 
stands for?

5.  Which is the 
smallest member of 
the flute family?

6.  What sport is 
played with stones 
and brooms?

7.  Which hills divide 
England from Scot-
land?

8.  Who was the 
eldest of the Marx 
Brothers?

9.  What is 
Triskaidekaphobia?

10.  Who wrote the 
book Catch-22?

11.  Are lions an ex-
ample of carnivores or 
herbivores?

12.  How many prov-
inces does China has?

Answers on page 11

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle: Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:
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By William C. Shelton

Understanding the historical 
creation of police forces and 
their function in preserving the 
established order will go a long 
way toward explaining why po-
lice violence against the poor, 
people of color, and African 
Americans in particular persists. 

For the first two centuries that 
Europeans were in North Amer-
ica, police forces did not exist. 
In fact, the primary emotional 
driver of separation from Britain 
was arbitrary use of police pow-
er. Writs of assistance were the 
18th Century’s stop-and-frisk, 
but applied to White people.

That police were not needed 
now seems all the more remark-
able when one considers that 
close to half of European immi-
grants came as convicted felons, 
or as indentured servants who 
had usually been deceived or co-
erced into coming.

The simplest explanation is, 
opportunity. Virtually anyone 
who was not a slave or native 
could find gainful employment. 
And while indentured life was 
harsh, laws in most colonies ob-
ligated masters to provide for the 
economic sufficiency of servants 
when their indenture ended. 

North Carolina, for example, 
required that freed servants be 
given “freedom dues” of “fifty 
acres of land, three barrels of 
Indian corn, and two new suits.” 
This was probably the precursor 
to General Sherman’s post-Civ-
il-War order that freed slaves 
be given forty acres of land and 
a mule, an order that President 
Andrew Johnson later rescinded.

So with low levels of inequality, 
the population’s days were occu-
pied by work, and crime tended 
to be incidental. But where slav-
ery existed, inequality was abso-
lute. White people feared slave 
rebellions, and the direct an-
tecedent to policing in the South 
was slave patrols, first formed in 
1704 in South Carolina. Slave 

patrols’ three purposes were to 
capture escaped slaves, conduct 
organized terror to discourage 
slave revolts, and maintain slaves’ 
work discipline. 

In the North, Samuel Slater 
opened the first cotton mill in 
Pawtucket in 1792, marking the 
beginning of U.S. industrializa-
tion. As manufacturing spread, 
so did a growing industrial work-
force, increasingly composed of 
non-English immigrants and 
freed Blacks, who earned meager 
wages and lived and worked in 
inhuman conditions. Resulting 
increases in crime were initially 
dealt with by for-profit policing 
agencies who contracted with 
merchants and industrialists.

But the monied interests were 
more concerned with “order” 
than with crime, which rarely 
affected them directly. “Disor-
derly” reactions to economic 
injustice ranged from public 
drunkenness, to spontaneous la-
bor actions that the elites called 
“rioting,” to organized strikes. 

The creation of public police 
forces enabled the transfer of so-
cial control costs from the private 
sector to the state, while misrep-
resenting social control to the 
populace as crime control and 
the rule of law. That misrepre-
sentation was supported by the 
promotion of perceptions that 
the underclass was biologically 
and morally inferior. The more 
different they looked and sound-
ed from the dominant class, the 
more suspect they were. 

Transforming policing from 
responding to criminal acts to 
preventing disorder—now de-
fined as “crime”—legitimized 
constant surveillance of popula-
tions, which continues today. 

Boston became home to Amer-
ica’s first professional police force 
in 1838, modeled on the London 
force created by British Home 
Secretary Robert Peel. He had, 
in turn, modeled London’s police 
on an occupying colonial force 
that he had created to suppress 
resistance in Ireland. By the Civ-
il War, this solution had spread 
throughout urban America.

As these agencies’ primary 
purpose was maintaining order, 
they did not so much fight crime 
as regulate and profit from it. 
From their formation, they were 
corrupt and brutal. While pro-

tecting their commercial and po-
litical patrons’ operations, they 
took payoffs; organized profes-
sional criminals, trading immu-
nity for bribes and information; 
bought votes and stuffed ballot 
boxes; and sold promotions.

Any organization that oper-
ates under such circumstances 
will inevitably develop a culture 
that is defensive, insulated from 
the public, resistant to scrutiny 
and regulation, and punitive 
in response to any perceived 
threat to their own. While the 
organizations’ activities may 
change over time, the culture 
will maintain great inertia.

As police forces expanded, 
public opinion opposed arming 
them with guns and authorizing 
the use of deadly force, but mer-
chants and magnates favored it. 
And decision makers ultimately 
capitulated, since so many offi-
cers had already armed them-
selves and refused to disarm.

Following the Civil War mu-
nicipal police departments were 
increasingly mobilized to pre-
vent labor actions, using count-
less “public order” arrests and 
violently dispersing striking 
workers. Call boxes were set up 
and keys given to businessmen 
so they could quickly summon 
police enforcers of order.

Meanwhile, the doctrine of 
racial inferiority had also been 
used to justify the enslavement 
of those people whose work 
produced the wealth that, di-
rectly or indirectly, financed 
much of the young nation’s 
industrialization. By the time 
of the Civil War, the property 
value of enslaved humans was 
greater than all the nation’s rail-
roads and factories combined,” 
since by the end, the market for 
slaves no longer existed.

To maintain that value, for-
mer slaves had to continue to 
perform exhausting labor for 
starvation wages. Slave patrols 
morphed into police depart-
ments charged with enforcing 
“black codes,” passed to restrict 
Black Americans’ freedom. Af-
ter Reconstruction, black codes 
became Jim Crow laws, enforced 
by police departments and vig-
ilante groups, which often in-
cluded police as members.

Northern politicians feared the 
migration of freed Blacks and, 

through economic and regula-
tory methods, established ghet-
toes. In them, residents could 
be contained and pacified by 
police, using discriminatory law 
enforcement and excessive force.

The rise of the civil rights 
movement brought more repres-
sive policing, brutal in the South 
and, initially, more nuanced in 
the North and West. But emerg-
ing groups that fought for sys-
temic change, like the Congress 
of Racial Equality, Black Pan-
thers, Young Lords, and Ameri-
can Indian Movement, brought 
more repressive responses, in-
cluding assassination by police.  

As the civil rights movement 
was waning, a movement of a 
different sort was gaining force 
among the nation’s economic 
elites. It would come to be called 
neoliberalism, and it would have 
a profound impact on policing. 

Its core idea was that only cap-
italist markets could fairly allo-
cate resources and reward indi-
viduals. So private enterprises’ 
only obligation was to maximize 
profit, and government must get 
out of the way by repealing busi-
ness regulations, slashing taxes 
on the wealthy, privatizing as 
much as possible, and stripping 
the social safety net.

The ascendance of neoliber-
alism would require a substan-
tial change to America’s politi-
cal landscape. This began with 
Richard Nixon’s “Southern strat-
egy,” which mobilized Southern 
White racial fears and White fear 
of crime and disorder elsewhere. 
The political shift accompanied 
government policies that crashed 
the economy in the 1970s, creat-
ing a permanent, disproportion-
ately Black, underclass.

Ronald Reagan came to pow-
er exploiting the same fears and 
began implementing the neolib-
eral agenda in earnest, slashing 
regulations, tax brackets, and 
programs, and conducting war 
on organized labor. Bill Clinton 
continued the mission. Among 
his atrocities was the 1994 
Crime Bill, which vastly expand-
ed crime definitions, mandatory 
sentencing, the prison popula-
tion, and police forces. 

So police were obligated to 
control and lock up more people 
for more things, even as crime 
rates fell. At the same time aban-

donment of welfare, social, edu-
cational, housing, workforce, and 
mental health programs created 
more “disorder” while dumping 
enormous and expansive new 
duties on the police, for which 
they could not be prepared. 
Poor communities were aban-
doned to savage market forces, 
and police were still charged 
with keeping them pacified. 

I have not been entirely fair in 
my recounting of police history. 
I have omitted the dozens of 
public commissions that were 
convened to reform policing, go-
ing back to 1894. Each reported, 
recommended, and disappeared, 
leaving little impact. 

I have omitted serious internal 
efforts within police departments, 
beginning in the 1950s, to “pro-
fessionalize” them. Those efforts 
did have substantial and tangible 
impacts, but were strenuously 
resisted by police unionization 
drives that exploded in the 1960s. 

It’s also important to acknowl-
edge that the endemic corruption 
that characterized early police 
forces has largely disappeared, 
while the quality of police recruits 
has immeasurably improved.

But the point of this column is not 
to described police departments’ 
good intentions, or the progress 
they have made in pursuing them. 
It is to demonstrate the ultimate 
purpose of policing, which con-
founds those good intentions.

From its outset in the U.S., 
policing has been about pre-
serving the power relationships 
that define the existing “order.” 
There now exists an extensive 
body of research demonstrating 
that what gets defined as “crime” 
and targeted for enforcement is 
shaped by the management of 
racial and class inequality.

Police are obligated to be the 
interface between an exploitative 
and coercive political economy 
and its victims. As such, they 
must inevitably absorb resent-
ment, resistance, and abuse from 
those whom they police.

Reforming, defunding, or abol-
ishing police cannot resolve this 
structural conflict. Only trans-
forming economic and politi-
cal institutions that have long 
outlived their usefulness can do 
that, which is the subject of the 
next column.

Bridging the chasm between
law enforcement and justice
Part 3: The historical purpose of policing
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Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL

ADVERTISMENTS IN

THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US

BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010

FAX: 617.628.0422

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT
JOSEPH A. CURTATONE

MAYOR
GEORGE J. PROAKIS, AICP
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

LEGAL NOTICE  - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold 
a public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 
6:45pm on the following applications, in accordance with the His-
toric Districts Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
as amended, and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. II, 
Chap. 7, Sections 7-16 – 7-28.

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order suspending cer-
tain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A, §18, and 
the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the 
number of people that may gather in one place, as well as Mayor Cur-
tatone’s Declaration of Emergency, dated March 15, 2020, this public 
meeting and hearings will be conducted via remote participation.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1369047415822239755

Webinar ID
901-507-243

TO CALL IN

Phone # +1 (914) 614-3221
Access code: 368-443-656

DETERMINATIONS OF APPROPRIATENESS (PUBLIC HEARING)

 HPC.ALT 2020.10  -  9 Westwood Road
 Applicant: Kevin Outterson
 Owner: Kevin & Marya Outterson
 Remove later front porch; remove concrete path; extend right f
 ront elevation entryway

DETERMINATIONS OF HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT (STEP 1 IN THE 
DEMOLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HPC.DMO 2020.13 – 217-223 Holland Street (re-advertised)
 Applicant: Silva Realty, LLC  
 Owner: same as applicant
 Demolish all structures on property

HPC.DMO 2020.14 – 379 Somerville Avenue
 Applicant: Elan Sassoon or nominee   
 Owner: 379 Somerville Ave., LLC
 Demolish all structures on property

HPC.DMO 2020.15 – 205 Beacon Street
 Applicant: Thomas Piatt   
 Owner: Gabriele Fabriello
 Demolish principal structure & accessory structure

DETERMINATIONS OF PREFERABLY PRESERVED (STEP 2 IN THE 
DEMOLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HPC.DMO 2020.11  -  55 Heath Street
 Applicant: Lynne Thompson   
 Owner: same as applicant
 Demolish carriage barn

HPC.DMO 2020.12  -  71-72 Union Square
 Applicant: Laxmi N. Pradhan, Trustee of Everest Realty Trust   
 Owner: same as applicant
 Demolish principal structure.

All applications summarized above are available to the public on the 
third floor of City Hall at 93 Highland Avenue (Monday - Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; and Friday 8:30 a.m. 
-12:30 p.m.). A cases may be continued to a later date, please check 
the agenda (posted 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City 
website, email historic@somervillema.gov or call (617) 625-6600 x2500 
to inquire if specific cases will be heard. Continued cases will not 
be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide comments to the 
Historic Preservation Commission at the public hearing, via e-mail to 
historic@somervillema.gov, or by US mail addressed to the Historic 
Preservation Commission, Planning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143. All written comments must 
be received by NOON, one week prior to the date of the HPC meeting.

7/8/20 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB # 21-03
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

sealed bids for:

Restaurant/Food Health Inspector

Invitations for Bid (IFB) may be obtained online at http://www.somer-
villema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or from the Purchasing 
Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 
02143 on or after Wednesday, July 8th, 2020. Sealed bids will be re-
ceived at the above office until: Wednesday, July 22nd, 2020 at 2:00 
PM. The Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of 
Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please contact Thupten Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@somerville-
ma.gov for more information. 

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

7/8/20 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB # 21-04
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

sealed bids for:

On-Call Pavement Marking, Vertical Traffic Control Device,
and Traffic Sign Installation

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at http://www.somervil-
lema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids or from the Purchas-
ing 07/08/2020. Sealed bids will be received at the above office until: 
07/22/2020 12:00PM EST. The Purchasing Director reserves the right 
to reject all the bids if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the 
City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Prevailing wage rates apply. 5% bid deposit required.

Please contact Prajkta Waditwar at pwaditwar@somervillema.gov 
for more information. 

Prajkta Waditwar
Construction Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x. 3407
7/8/20 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI19D4146DR

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION AND MAILING

Teresa DeJesus  Ochoa de Chavarria    vs.    Jorge Chavarria Rosa

To Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown of the Marriage 1B

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has been entered in this matter pre-
venting you from taking any action which would negatively impact the 
current financial status of either party .SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411

You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon:
Margaret Louise Maisel, Esq.
Boston University School of Law
765 Commonwealth Ave
Rm 1302e
Boston, MA 02215

your answer, if any on or before 08/04/2020. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this action. You 
are also required to file a copy of your answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.

Witness, Hon. Maureen H Monks, First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 23, 2020.
Tara E. De Christofaro

Register of Probate
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A Public Hearing for all persons interested will be given by the Somer-
ville Licensing Commission on Monday, July 20, 2020 at 6:00PM, to 
be held by remote participation, on the Application for a Wine and 
Malt Alcohol License, a Common Victualler License, a Sunday Hours 
License and an Entertainment by Patrons License, for EAD Entertain-
ment, LLC d/b/a Muse Paint Bar, 461 Artisan Way, 425, Somerville, MA. 
For instructions on testifying at this public hearing go to the calendar 
at www.somervillema.gov or contact the City Clerk’s Office.

For the Commission
Christopher Allen

Joseph P. Lynch Jr.

Attest: Lori Batzek
Administrative Assistant

7/8/20 The Somerville Times

A Public Hearing for all persons interested will be given by the 
Somerville Licensing Commission on Monday, July 20, 2020 at 
6:00PM, to be held by remote participation, on the Application for a 
Common Victualler License and Entertainment by Devices License, 
for Cafua Management Company, LLC d/b/a Dunkin Donuts, 282 
Somerville Ave., Somerville, MA.  For instructions on testifying at 
this public hearing go to the calendar at www.somervillema.gov or 
contact the City Clerk’s Office.

For the Commission
Christopher Allen

Joseph P. Lynch Jr.

Attest: Lori Batzek
Administrative Assistant

7/8/20 The Somerville Times

As you book and plan your travel, 
here are a few tips to consider to help 
ensure you have a healthy and safe 
experience:

• DIY Cleaning: If you are wor-
ried about cleaning standards, con-
sider seeking out accommodations 
where you don’t have to worry about 
someone else coming into your 
space during your stay. Bring your 
own wipes, anti-bacterial soap and 
other supplies and wipe down sur-
faces when you arrive, and as often 
as needed. Of course, you should 
always check with your accommo-
dation provider about their hy-
giene standards to make sure they 
meet your expectations. Major ho-
tel chains have announced special 
cleaning protocols in light of the 
coronavirus.

• Beating the Crowds: From beach 
houses to mountain cabins, try to 
look for a vacation experience away 
from densely populated city desti-
nations, which is a good choice for 
those wanting to beat the crowds.

• Staying Active: Getting away 
doesn’t have to mean staying indoors 
somewhere new. Take a leisurely 
stroll on a beach. Go on a hike in the 
mountains. Explore a national park 
you’ve always wanted to see. Brunch 
at a small local café. There are plenty 
of ways to stay active and have fun, 
all while following social distance 
guidelines.

• Choosing Your Destination: So 
where is everybody going? The cur-
rent most popular U.S. travel desti-
nations by click share according to 
trivago are:

1. Las Vegas
2. Myrtle Beach, S.C.
3. Panama City Beach, Fla.
4. Virginia Beach, Va.
5. Destin, Fla.
6. Miami Beach, Fla.
7. Ocean City, Md.
8. Galveston, Texas
9. South Padre Island, Texas
10. Orlando, Fla.
11. Key West, Fla.
For more travel tips and ideas, visit 

trivago.com, and trivago.com/co-
rona for the most up-to-date travel 
restrictions.

Whether you hit up a popular 
destination or head somewhere re-
mote, make sure you adhere to local 
health guidelines when traveling. 
And above all, stay safe and healthy. 
(StatePoint)

Top ways to take a safe vacation   CONT. FROM PG 1

Want to write local Somerville stories?

Call 617-666-4010 and speak to the Assignment Editor



JULY 8, 2020••11

Rep. Barber files bill to protect families
receiving long-term care services

Representative Christine P. 
Barber of Somerville and Med-
ford has filed new legislation 
to protect the family mem-
bers of people who have re-
ceived long-term care services 
through MassHealth during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, partner-
ing with Senator Jo Comerford 
of Northampton.  

Current federal law requires 
MassHealth (the Common-
wealth's Medicaid program) 
collect its costs from estates of 
members who received long-
term care services in nursing 
homes. Massachusetts is among 
one of the few states that goes 
beyond this mandate and col-
lects money from all Mass-
Health recipients over age 55, 
regardless of whether they were 
in a nursing home.

The estate recovery process 
can be complex and techni-
cal for families to navigate. 
And, the strict deadlines set 
by estate recovery statute are 
extremely difficult for person-
al representatives and family 

members to meet, given the 
current pandemic. As a result, 
families of deceased individ-
uals are struggling to gather 
the necessary information to 
defend against asset recovery 
claims in the time allowed. 
They are unable to safely emp-
ty their homes and ready it for 
sale, and face challenges find-
ing places to safely relocate.

Rep. Barber’s bill, HD5144 An 
Act to address estate recovery is-
sues due to COVID-19, tempo-
rarily halts the most problematic 
aspects of estate recovery during 
the COVID-19 state of emer-
gency. This legislation would 
give families additional time to 
navigate the process, waive accu-
mulating interest on the claim, 
and let descendants remain liv-
ing in the family home.

“The current MassHealth es-
tate recovery system places a 
tremendous burden on families 
already struggling to cope with 
the loss of loved ones,” Rep. 
Christine Barber stated. “Espe-
cially during the COVID-19 

crisis, with health and economic 
challenges facing so many, this 
legislation will alleviate some 
of the most harmful aspects of 
estate recovery, and allow surviv-
ing family members to remain in 
their homes.”

Local Somerville attorney, Mi-
chael R. Couture at Winston 
Law Group, LLC, has firsthand 
experience working with the 
complex MassHealth asset re-
covery process. “Estate Recov-
ery can hit families hard when 
they are most vulnerable,” said 
Michael Couture. “The repay-
ment process can come as a sur-
prise and can have devastating 
effects - especially to low- and 
middle-income families. The 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
government shutdown has am-
plified the problem. This bill will 
provide critical relief to families 
that have lost loved ones who are 
subjected to the Estate Recovery 
process.” 

Representative Barber is work-
ing with Senator Comerford to 
advocate for a more just process 

to aid elders and their fami-
lies throughout the Common-
wealth, and are working to make 
these emergency changes to the 

MassHealth program.

— The Office of Rep. Christine 
Barber

State Representative Christine P. Barber.

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  DC Comics

2.  Adam Levine

3.  Ryan Coogler

4.  Deoxyribonucleic acid 

5.  Piccolo

6.  Curling

7.  Cheviot Hills

8.  Chico Marx

9.  Fear of the number 13

10.  Joseph Heller

11.  Carnivores

12.  Twenty-three

From page 8

distancing guidelines and al-
low a limited amount of shop-
pers in the space. Please sign 
up for a shopping spot in ad-
vance at the market websites. 
SNAP and HIP benefits are 
accessible for shoppers in 

both markets. No gathering 
or socializing is allowed in the 
markets. See you there and 
remember that we are in this 
together … from a responsible 
6 ft. distance, of course.

*************************

Don’t forget, if you would like 
to subscribe to receive a digital 
edition of our paper, go direct-
ly online to our website over to 
the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, 
full PDF copy of the paper.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7

Reminder to the Somerville
community to not set off fireworks

Along with being illegal in Massachu-
setts, fireworks pose public health and 
safety threats. Fireworks can start fires, 
which can spread quickly through our 
densely populated neighborhoods. 

The noise from fireworks can also be 
traumatizing to those with post-trau-
matic stress disorder and can be very 
upsetting to animals. This Fourth of 
July weekend – and throughout the 
summer – everyone is being remind-
ed to be a good neighbor and not set 
off fireworks.

Memorialization Committee
seeks two resident members

The City of Somerville’s newly formed Memorialization Committee, which will name public assets 
like buildings, streets, and parks, is accepting applications for two resident positions. The Com-
mittee will also develop policies and procedures to follow when choosing names. The committee 
will meet when needed to name a public asset. Appointees will serve a two-year term and must be 
confirmed by the City Council. If you are interested in applying, please send a statement of interest 
to memorial@somervillema.gov by Friday, August 7.

Regular Meeting of the 
City Council rescheduled
President Matthew McLaughlin has rescheduled the Regular 
Meeting of the City Council that was previously scheduled 
on Thursday, July 9.

The next Regular Meeting of the City Council will now be at 
7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14.

The meeting will be held by remote participation using the 
Go To Webinar platform. The meeting will be open to the 
public. The agenda will be published on Friday, July 10.

You will be able to view the meeting live or testify at any pub-
lic hearing by registering using the following link: https://at-
tendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3992812013161860622.
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To advertise in
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call
Bobbie Toner
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

Did you hear the rumor about butter?
I'm not going to spread it.

On This Day in History
July 8

1099 – Christian Crusaders march around Jerusalem as Muslims watch from 
within the city.

1663 – The British crown grants Rhode Island a charter guaranteeing freedom 
of worship.

1758 – The British attack on Fort Carillon at Ticonderoga, New York, is foiled 
by the French.

1863 – Demoralized by the surrender of Vicksburg, Confederates in Port 
Hudson, Louisiana, surrender to Union forces.

1865 – Four of the conspirators in President Abraham Lincoln's assassination 
are hanged in Washington, D.C.

1918 – Ernest Hemingway is wounded in Italy while working as an ambulance 
driver for the American Red Cross.

1960 – The Soviet Union charges American pilot Francis Gary Powers with 
espionage.

'Reading Frederick Douglass Together'
By Rachel Berets

On July 5, 1852 Frederick 
Douglass asked “What to the 
Slave is the Fourth of July?” 
in his now-famous speech of 
the same name. He proceeded 
to reply to his own question, 
stating, “I answer: a day that 
reveals to him, more than all 
other days in the year, the gross 
injustice and cruelty to which 
he is the constant victim. To 
him, your celebration is a 
sham; your boasted liberty, an 
unholy license … a thin veil to 
cover up crimes which would 
disgrace a nation of savages.”

This year, on Thursday July 
2, The Somerville Museum in 
conjunction with the Somer-
ville Media Center, hosted 
“Reading Frederick Douglass 
Together,” a virtual reading and 
discussion of Douglass’s speech 
led by Keidrick Roy, a PhD 
candidate in American Studies 
at Harvard University and a 
U.S. Air Force veteran.

The virtual event began with a 
recorded reading of Douglass’s 
speech featuring over forty com-
munity members who record-

ed themselves reading a para-
graph or more. The recordings 
were eventually compiled into a 
moving 40-minute video by the 
Somerville Media Center and 
the Somerville Museum. 

The speech advocates for the 
abolition of slavery and calls 
out the hypocrisy of a nation 
that prides itself on liberty and 
freedom but allows enslave-
ment and oppression to persist. 
“Americans! Your republican 
politics, not less than your re-
publican religion, are flagrant-
ly inconsistent. You boast of 
your love of liberty, your supe-
rior civilization, and your pure 
Christianity, while the whole 
political power of the nation 
is solemnly pledged to support 
and perpetuate the enslavement 
of three millions of your coun-
trymen,” said Douglass.

During the discussion after 
the reading of the speech, Roy 
asked the listeners several ques-
tions including, “In the wake 
of recent events, what does the 
Fourth of July mean to you?” 
and “In what ways does Dou-
glass’s Fourth of July Speech 
point to his own belief that 

Black Lives Matter?” Through-
out the thoughtful discussion, 
Roy reminded viewers to think 
critically about what unique 
tools they possess to create 
change within their commu-
nities and what they can do to 

educate themselves. 
Roy also elaborated on the 

danger of staying still and 
maintaining the status quo, 
stating “Stasis is the enemy” 
and ending the discussion 
questions with this story: 

“Late in life, when a young 
man asked Frederick Douglass 
what to do in order to become 
a great leader, Frederick Dou-
glass looked to the young man 
and said three words: agitate, 
agitate, agitate.”

American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman Frederick Douglass.

Bay,” she was used for exploration, com-
merce and expansion of the Bay State. 
Other Massachusetts built ships later 
followed her; and when pirates attacked 
those ships, the Blessing was armed and 
sent out to protect them. Thus, she be-
came the first Coast Guard vessel and 
the progenitor of the United States 
Navy. Who knew the day of the launch-
ing at Ten Hills and the derivation of 
Somerville from Charlestown would be 
so significant in American history. 

The American Civil War, the conflict 
that almost tore our nation apart, was 
decided in the little town of Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania in 1863. The battle was 
fought over three days, resulting in more 
losses than any other during the four-
year war. There were over 50,000 casu-
alties. The soldiers of both the North 
and South, while dressed in woolen uni-
forms, fought in temperatures that rose 
to almost 90°. General Robert E. Lee lost 
30 percent of his army and had to retreat 
the following day. This was the same day 
that the fortress at Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi fell to Union General Ulysses S. 
Grant. When the cannons went silent, it 
was the Fourth of July – a glorious day 
for the Union!

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 5
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2019! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Top $$$ 
Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now of-
fering a $10,000 scholarship 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! 888-449-1713 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a 
Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 888-572-6790. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on 
Aviation mechanic training. 
Financial Aid for qualified 
students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for 
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC 
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you 
have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours 
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info 
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Espanol

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact 
our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-

799-4127.

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SE-
CURITY DISABILITY or ap-
pealing a denied claim? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attor-
neys! FREE Consultations. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-866-945-2549! Mail: 2420 
N. St. NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar)

DEALING WITH WATER 
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No 
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-877-925-7371

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-855-380-
5976 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for 
a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST! Medical, Fire, Bur-
glar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. 
CALL 800-457-1917

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether 
you're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-892-1017

STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783.

Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Secu-
rity Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attor-
neys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-609-2189

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for [350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-877-308-
2834 www.dental50plus.
com/cadnet #6258

Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with 
AT&T's Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-
481-3969 or visit www.walk-
intubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in! 
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Limit-
ed Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
402-0373

Lung Cancer? Asbestos 
exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufactur-
ing jobs, or military may 
be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email 
cancer@breakinginjury-
news.com. $30 billion is set 
aside for asbestos victims 
with cancer. Valuable set-
tlement monies may not 
require filing a lawsuit.

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-855-
404-2366

FREE CASH That's right WE 

will send you $5 by cash 
app free right now! Text the 
word “cadnet” to 706-761-
1745

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value 
& Technology. FREE Instal-
lation. Call 1-855-837-9146 
(some restrictions apply)

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-
534-6198

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 
1-888-796-8850

DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
1-833-872-2545.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 866-951-
7214

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 844-909-3339

BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-
TION FUND - Anyone that 
was inappropriately touched 
by a Scout leader deserves 
justice and financial com-
pensation! Victims may 
be eligible for a significant 
cash settlement. Time to file 
is limited. Call Now! 833-
729-0164

Need some cash? Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jew-
elry, watches & diamonds. 
Call GOLD GEEK 1-844-209-
9872 or visit www.Get-
GoldGeek.com/nani BBB A+ 
Rated. Request your 100% 

FREE, no risk, no strings 
attached appraisal kit. Call 
today!

Only the Highest quality 
CBD products from AceWell-
ness! We guarantee highest 
quality, most competitive 
pricing on CBD products. 
Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon Code: 
PRINT20 1-855-681-3113

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 procedures. Real 
dental insurance. NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don't wait!] 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-623-
3036 www.dental50plus.
com/58 #6258

Were you or a loved one 
diagnosed with Ovarian 
Cancer, Endometrial Cancer, 
Fallopian Tube Cancer or 
Peritoneal Cancer in 2010 
or later and used Johnson 
& Johnson Baby Powder 
regularly in the genital area 
previous to diagnosis? If 
so, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call 877-761-
9069.

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Nationwide Free 
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply 
the readers with manuals, 
directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses 
at home. Under NO circum-
stance should you send any 
money in advance or give 
the client your checking, 
license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair compa-
ny does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to re-
quest any money before de-
livering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll 
free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, July 1

12:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Community Bulletin Board
7:30am DW In Good Shape
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Global 3000
9:30am Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am SNN Neighborhood Update
11:30am  From My Heart to Yours
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
2:00pm Colores Latinos
3:00pm         Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  DW Conflict Zone
4:30pm Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library
5:00pm Hello Neighbor
5:30pm  From My Heart to Yours
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
7:00pm "The Cask of Amontillado" at VOX POP
7:30pm  Sidewalks Entertainment
8:00pm LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm          DW Euromaxx
9:00pm         Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
10:00pm LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Flotilla

Thursday, July 2
12:30am SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am Free Speech TV
1:30am  Free Speech TV
2:00am  Free Speech TV
3:00am  Free Speech TV
6:00am Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am DW Conflict Zone
7:30am          DW Euromaxx
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am          Hello Neighbor
10:00am The Chef's Table Series
10:30am        The Chef's Table Series
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
11:30am        Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm The Somerville Line
1:30pm The Somerville Line

3:00pm  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
4:30pm The Struggle
5:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm #AFAD
6:30pm #AFAD
7:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
8:00pm LIVE - Our View
9:00pm PABFONE Closing Day Ceremony
10:00pm Community Bulletin Board
10:30pm       The World Fusion Show
11:00pm      VOX POP Comedy Night

Friday, July 3
12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am  Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Euromaxx
9:30am Strata
10:00am NASA TV
11:00am SOM ARTS
11:30am Cambridge Calendar
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Community Benefits Agreement
2:00pm Somerville Pundits
2:30pm  Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Gay USA
5:00pm DW Global 3000
5:30pm What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Grandstanders
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
7:30pm         The Somerville Labor Show
8:00pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:30pm       Greater Somerville
9:00pm        Fur, Fins and Feathers
10:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Heavy Leather Music Video Show

Saturday, July 4
12:00am VOX POP Comedy Night
1:00am Free Speech TV
2:00am Free Speech TV
3:00am  Free Speech TV
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am DW Focus on Europe
7:00am Effort Pour Christ

8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SMC Youth Media
9:30am Science 360
10:00am Dead Air Live  
11:00am       TeleGalaxie 
12:00pm  Somerville Storytellers
1:00pm       Tele Magazine
2:00pm Reeling Review
3:00pm MA House of Representatives Formal Session
4:00pm Tele Kreyol
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm         Henry Parker Presents
6:00pm       Somerville Pundits
6:30pm         The Somerville Labor Show
7:00pm        BLOWW Show a Go Go
7:30pm       Somerville Neighborhood News
8:00pm     #AFAD
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm        Heavy Leather Music Video Show
11:00pm        SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm        Queer Cats

Sunday, July 5
12:00am       Flotilla
1:00am        NASA TV
1:30am NASA TV
2:00am        NASA TV
3:00am          Free Speech TV
6:00am         Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am Effort Pour Christ
9:00am NASA TV
10:00am Tele Kreyol
11:00am House of Representatives Formal Session
12:00pm Sidewalks Entertainment
1:00pm          SOM ARTS
1:30pm SNN Neighborhood Update
2:00pm Chico and B-Man
3:00pm African Television Network
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm Gay USA
6:00pm  VOX POP: Somerville Connects
6:30pm  DW Tomorrow Today
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
8:00pm          Dead Air Live
9:00pm         Tele Magazine
10:00pm        Community Lens: Somerville 5K Detour
11:00pm TUTV
11:30pm        SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, July 6

12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Somerville Storytellers
7:30am Going Postal
8:00am  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Science 360
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am Our View
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm SOM ARTS
1:30pm Somerville Storytellers
2:00pm NASA TV 
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm African Television Network
5:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
6:00pm LIVE from VOX POP
6:30pm Fur, Fins and Feathers
7:00pm Tele Galaxie
8:00pm LIVE -Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm Colores Latinos
11:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party

Tuesday, July 7
12:00am Public Safety/Homeland Security Hearing
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am NASA TV
8:00am Democracy Now!
9:00am The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am Strata
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
2:00pm Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm Democracy Now!
4:00pm SMC Youth Media
4:30pm Going Postal
5:00pm LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm From My Heart to Yours
7:00pm The Somerville Labor Show
7:30pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm The World Fusion Show
10:00pm Totally Working Out
11:00pm  Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm SCATV Secret Stash

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 

Wednesday, July 8

6:00am Old Powder House Docent Tour
6:30am City Council Spotlight: Katjana Ballantyne
7:00am Race and Equity in Policing
8:20am Pride Flag Raising 2020
 8:30am Raising Families
 9:00am Music & Movement w/Steve Gintz
10:00am Youth Mental Health During COVID-19
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
11:30am CC-Finance Committee Meeting 7.6.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
6:00pm Finance Committee Meeting - LIVE

Thursday, July 9

1:00am City Council Meeting 6.25.20
 7:00am Serenading Seniors at Brady Towers
 7:50am Thank You from Mayor Joe Curtatone
 8:00am Music & Movement w/Steve Gintz July 2020
 9:00am Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados com a Saúde 
em tempo de COVID-19
10:17am Atualizacoes em Tempos de Coronavirus: 
Teste de COVID-19 Gratis
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
11:30am CC-Finance Committee of the Whole
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #1
7:00pm Finance Committee of the Whole - LIVE

Friday, July 10

12:00am Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
12:30am Serenading Seniors at Brady Towers
1:30am Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados
3:00am Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18

7:00am Race and Equity in Policing
8:20am Pride Flag Raising 2020
8:30am City Council Spotlight: Katjana Ballantyne
9:00am Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
11:30am CC-Finance Committee Meeting 7.8.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #1
4:30pm Chair Yoga w/Janine
5:00pm Cooking w/Ellen: Pudding Cake
5:08pm Cooking w/Ellen: Mac & Cheese 6.2.20
5:30pm Raising Families
6:00pm Race and Equity in Policing
7:30pm CC-Finance Committee of the Whole 7.7.20

Saturday, July 11

12:30am Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Joe Curtatone
2:36am Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
7:00am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
7:30am Raising Families
8:00am Music & Movement w/Steve Gintz July 2020
8:50am Thank You from Mayor Joe Curtatone
9:00am Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados
10:30am Youth Mental Health During COVID-19
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #1
11:30am Finance Committee of the Whole 7.9.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
4:30pm Youth Mental Health During COVID-19
5:00pm Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Curtatone
7:03pm Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
8:30pm Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados
9:50pm Pride Flag Raising 2020

10:00pm Cooking w/Ellen: Mac & Cheese 6.2.20
10:08pm Cooking w/Ellen: Pudding Cake
10:16pm Memorial Day Remembrance 2020
10:31pm Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
11:00pm City's COVID-19 Testing Program
11:45pm SPD Ride Along

Sunday, July 12

12:00am CC-Finance Committee Meeting 7.8.20
7:00am Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Curtatone
8:31am City Council Spotlight: Katjana Ballantyne
9:00am Race and Equity in Policing
10:30am Memorial Day Remembrance 2020
10:45am Thank You from Mayor Joe Curtatone
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
11:30am Serenading Seniors at Brady Towers
12:17pm Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
1:00pm Water & Sewer Rates Info Session 6.11.20
1:34pm Music & Movement w/Steve Gintz July 2020
2:30pm Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
5:00pm Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Curtatone
6:45pm Memorial Day Remembrance 2020
7:00pm Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
7:30pm City Council Spotlight: Katjana Ballantyne
8:00pm School Committee Meeting 6.22.20
10:40pm Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20

Monday, July 13

12:06am Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
12:35am Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados
2:00am Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Curtatone

3:31am Ball Sq. Walking Tour
6:30am Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
8:00am Music & Movement w/Steve Gintz
9:00am Chair Yoga w/Janine
9:30am Water & Sewer Rates Info Session 6.11.20
11:00am Fit-4-Life
11:20am Pride Flag Raising 2020
11:30am Finance Committee of the Whole 7.9.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #1
4:30pm Music & Movement w/Steve Gintz
6:00pm Finance Committee of the Whole

Tuesday, July 14

12:00am Serenading Seniors at Brady Towers
1:00am CC-Finance Committee Meeting 7.8.20
7:00am Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Curtatone
9:07am Doenças Crônicas e Cuidados
10:30am SPD Mask-Wearing Enforcement Discussion
10:35am Youth Mental Health During COVID-19
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
11:30am Raising Families
12:00pm Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
12:30pm Serenading Seniors at Brady Towers
1:30pm Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
4:30pm Water & Sewer Rates Info Session 6.11.20
7:00pm City Council Meeting 7.14.20 - LIVE

Wednesday, July 15

12:00am Senior Circuit "Mental Health" June 2020
12:30am Virtual Town Hall w/Mayor Joe Curtatone
2:36am The Bilingual Brain: Benefits of Bilingualism

Wednesday, July 8

8:00am SHS Girls Basketball v Medford
9:30am SHS Boys Tufts Classic '17
11:00am SHS Girls' Basketball v Medford 12/22/15
1:00pm SHS Girls Tufts Classic '18
3:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Medford
4:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
6:00pm SHS Girls Basketball v Medford
7:30pm SHS Boys Tufts Classic '17
9:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball v Medford 12/22/15
11:00pm SHS Girls Tufts Classic '18

Thursday, July 9

12:40am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Reading
2:00am SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
8:00am Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals '18
9:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Marblehead 1.19.18
11:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
1:00pm SHS Girls Soccer v Lowell 9/26/15
3:00pm SHS Spring Concert '18
5:00pm El Sistema Spring Concert
6:00pm Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals '18
7:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Marblehead 1.19.18
9:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
11:00pm SHS Girls Soccer v Lowell 9/26/15

Friday, July 10

12:30am SHS Football vs Malden [9.20.19]
3:00am Public Domain Theater [6.19]
8:00am SHS Football vs Peabody [9.8.17]
10:00am SHS Boys Soccer v Marblehead [9.27.17]
11:30am Northeastern Conference Cheer Invitational 
12:30pm SHS Hockey v Lynn C. [1.17.18]
2:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Beverly [1.30.18]
3:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Swampscott [2.6.18]
5:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Salem [2.9.18]
7:00pm SHS Football vs Peabody [9.8.17]
9:00pm SHS Boys Soccer v Marblehead [9.27.17]
10:30pm Northeastern Conference Cheer Invitational 

Saturday, July 11

12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett [2.13.17]
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Everett [1.15.20]
3:00am Public Domain Theater
8:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Malden [1.6.17]
9:30am SHS BOYS BASKETBALL 2017-18
10:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden - 1st Rd Playoff
12:00pm SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden [5.21.18]
2:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Malden [1.23.18]
4:00pm SHS Football vs Malden [9.20.19]
6:30pm SHS BOYS BASKETBALL 2017-18

7:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Malden [1.6.17]
8:30pm SHS Highlander Boys' Basketball 2018-19
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden - 1st Rd Playoff
11:00pm SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden [5.21.18]

Sunday, July 12

12:40am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Watertown [1.18.20]
2:00am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Malden
5:00am Public Domain Theater [6.19]
8:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett [2.13.17]
9:30am SHS Hockey vs Everett [1.15.20]
11:00am SHS Girls Volleyball v Everett [10.18.18]
12:00pm SHS Drive Up Graduation [Beacon & Elm]
1:30pm SHS Drive Up Graduation [Highland & 
 Broadway]
4:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Malden [1.6.17]
5:30pm SHS BOYS BASKETBALL 2017-18
6:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
8:00pm SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden [5.21.18]
10:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Malden [1.23.18]

Monday, July 13

12:00am SHS Football vs Malden [9.20.19]
2:30am Public Domain Theater
4:30am Public Domain Theater
8:00am SHS BOYS BASKETBALL 2017-18

8:30am SHS Boys Basketball v Malden [1.6.17]
10:00am SHS Highlander Boys' Basketball 2018-19
10:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
12:30pm SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden [5.21.18]
3:00pm SHS Football vs Peabody [9.8.17]
5:00pm SHS Boys Soccer v Marblehead [9.27.17]
6:30pm Northeastern Conference Cheer Invitational 
7:30pm SHS Hockey v Lynn C. [1.17.18]
9:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Beverly [1.30.18]
10:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Swampscott [2.6.18]

Tuesday, July 14

12:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Salem [2.9.18]
2:00am SHS Football vs Peabody [9.8.17]
4:00am SHS Boys Soccer v Marblehead [9.27.17]
5:30am Northeastern Conference Cheer Invitational 
8:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
10:00am SHS Football vs Cambridge
12:05pm SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
2:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Lynn Classical
4:00pm SHS Girls Soccer vs Malden
6:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
8:00pm SHS Football vs Cambridge
10:05pm SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
12:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
1:30am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Lynn Classical
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edited by Doug Holder

Recently I spoke with Rachel Strutt of the Somer-
ville Arts Council about the Art Beat Festival com-
ing up July 8-10. Because of the pandemic, most of 
the events will be virtual, but there will be some 
live happenings as well.

Strutt told me the festival was founded in the 
late 1990s before her and Gregory Jenkins' (Direc-
tor) tenure. The mission statem ent of the festival 
was as it is now: to bring the community together 
through engagement with the arts.

Last year's theme was "Consumed," this year's is 
"Chance." Strutt told me, "The theme last year was 
a bit heavy, we wanted to lighten it up a bit." And 
indeed, the wonderful graphic for the festival, cre-
ated by Paula Champagne, of a young and beauti-
ful African woman, walking on a sort of tight rope 
certainly fits the bill.

Strut told me the Council is following the strict 
rules of social distancing as established by the 
CDC, as well as state and local officials.

Strutt said there will be musical events at ven-

ues like The Burren, The Jungle, and the Arts 
at the Armory. There will be no audiences of 
course, but the virtual performances will be 
streamed to the public. Better yet, the musicians 
get paid. Strutt added, "We have a Brazilian 
drummer, Marcus Santos, who will appear in 
three different unannounced places, to mini-
mize the crowds."

Well, I am a poet, so I certainly was interested 
to hear what was in store for that end of things.  
Thanks to the efforts of the council and Somer-
ville's Poet Laureate Lloyd Schwartz, select 
Somerville poets will be streamed from the fes-
tival's website. Also, there will be signs with each 
poet's poems posted around the city.

Strutt said the festival will address the atrocious 
treatment of people of color in this country, as it 
will be manifested in the art, installations, poetry 
and music that this event offers.

Go to http://somervilleartscouncil.org/artbeat 
to watch the festival.

A Resident Scholar at Brandeis Univer-
sity’s Women’s Studies Research Center, 
Rosie Rosenzweig has recently published 
book of poems called Bring Me into Flesh. 
Her travel memoir, A Jewish Mother in 
Shangri-la (Shambhala), describes receiv-
ing transmissions from leading Buddhist 
monks and teachers. Her play, Myths & 
Ms, illustrates the themes of abortion and reincarnation. Her 
current book, newly published is called EMERGENCE: The 
Role of Mindfulness in Creativity. http://www.brandeis.edu/
centers/wsrc/scholars/profiles/Rosenzweig.html

Becoming:
Writing Poetry at a Buddhist Retreat

I
This is all I have,
these fingers, this torso, these legs,
which took so long to inhabit,
and become all I have become now.
Then, after I understood words,-
naming things, things doing things
to things, - I found poetry,
which became all that I inhabited
to make experience real.
Ensnared with detail,
this was all I thought I wanted, -
until I found silence.

II
I knew nothing
before I was born,
not-sleeping,
not-self,
not-yet-becoming;
I knew nothing
before I was born,
only heartbeats,
only swimming,
in my mother’s changing pond.
Sometimes I tapped at the walls
and waited, watching her waiting,
her dreaming, her hopeful hopes
of what I could become.
I was not yet boxed and packaged,
not armored yet to see the hardships
hidden in the daily sunrise;
then, when I knew
I had been nothing,
I birthed into the noise of time.

III
Teach me how to die, my poet friend,
now ailing with a terminal life.
I want to know when
this body’s end date
will expire.

Once, almost dead, I left this world behind.
Relieved to find a solace in the clouds,
cumulous and light I was,
until the Voice sent me back
down
to do the work
I still work to know.

IV
Will I,
when this self dissolves,
learn
what my true life meant?

V
The screen has hatched

a pattern on the moon,
luminous  with paint-by-numbers boxes.
After the writing assignment,
I crane my neck to know it better.

VI
Others have hatched full frontal
to the balcony -
the better to incubate a poem.
Lethargy moves me to sit still,
where I hope to mind the globe
growing in my chest.
 
VII
Listening to this scratch of pens,
the only sound in the Dharma hall,
I ask the wind, riding at an angle,
to help dissolve that
ambitious yearning
to be heard.

— Rosie Rosenzweig

The Art Beat Festival:
July 10 to 18

'Chance' it and visit!

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010


