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Facial recognition technology 
banned by City of Somerville

Putting the band back together
Velvet Crush reunites and heads to ONCE

By Jennifer Grimes

During the latest City Council meeting, an or-
dinance banning the use of facial recognition 
technology in Somerville was discussed, in 
consultation with the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), and advocated specifically by 
Ward 3 Councilor Ben Ewen-Campen.

The ordinance seeks to ban the technology 
“until our society can come up with transparent 
democratic regulations of how this technology 
is going to be used. This issue is one that has 
widespread support in our community,” accord-
ing to Ewen-Campen. The Councilor had ear-
lier created a petition to ban facial recognition 
technology in Somerville and collected 248 sig-
natures, including 140 people from Somerville 
and more from outside of the community. 

Research has shown that facial recogni-
tion software is consistently inaccurate, has a  
high false positive rate and a

By Blake Maddux

The rock ‘n’ roll subgenre power pop has never 
been reliably lucrative or considered to be par-
ticularly cool. However, since its emergence in 
the 1970s, each decade has produced its own 
batch of purveyors who have been kept afloat by 
an unfaltering fan base. In the 1990s, these art-
ists included Matthew Sweet, Teenage Fanclub, 
Sloan, The Posies, and Velvet Crush.

Singer/bassist Paul Chastain, guitarist Jeffrey 
Underhill, and drummer Ric Menck formed 
Velvet Crush in Providence, RI, in 1989. They 
released three albums together between 1991 
and 1998. After Underhill’s departure, Chastain 
and Menck – who are both longtime members 
of Matthew Sweet’s band – recorded three more 
between 1999 and 2004.

It has been two decades since Chastain, Un-
derhill, and Menck have recorded or played  
live as Velvet Crush (although the three per-
formed onstage together at a

Continued on page 4
An ordinance banning the use of facial recognition technology in the City of Somerville was unanimously 
approved by the City Council.

Recently reformed and on the road, Velvet Crush brings its pop power to ONCE Lounge on Saturday, July 6.Continued on page 14
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The publisher and staff of The Somerville Times wishes every-
one a happy and safe 4th of July. As a reminder, city offices will 
be closed for Independence Day. Trash and recycling collection 
will be on a one-day delay starting Thursday. Parking meters 
and resident permit parking will not be in effect on July 4, and 
street sweeping will be canceled. Prospect Hill Park and Tower 
will remain closed on July 4 due to ongoing construction. We 
know that this is a popular place to watch the fireworks, but 
this year it will not be possible to gather there.

***********************
Calling all artists, musicians, creatives and supporters: New 
Alliance Gallery invites you to Meet and Greet in their new 
Union Square home tucked in the alley between Market Bas-
ket and Dane Street. July 10, 7:00 – 11:00 p.m., at New Alli-
ance Gallery, 438R Somerville Ave.

***********************
Community Meeting: A Cultural District for East Somer-
ville, at Cross Street Center, 165 Broadway, July 18 at 6:00 
p.m. Would East Somerville benefit from a Cultural District 
designation? Come to the community meeting, learn about 
what Cultural Districts are and what they can do for the local 
community.

***********************
Please join the Somerville Office of Strategic Planning and 
Community Development and Ward 4 Councilor Jesse Cl-
ingan on Tuesday evening, July 9, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for 
the first community meeting with the landscape architecture 
team from Warner Larson Associates. The meeting will be 
held in the Healey School cafeteria, 5 Meacham St. Warner 
Larson will present their qualifications, review the criteria for 
the new schoolyard design, and discuss the layout possibilities. 
For more information or with any questions about the project, 
please contact Arn Franzen at AFranzen@somervillema.gov.

***********************
Get ready for monthly Movie Nights in the Park this summer, 
July through September. International Continued on page 11
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Comments of the Week

Response to: A system gravely out of balance

Jim says:

This is very well written Mr. Shelton. It concisely describes many of the trends I’ve observed in 
Somerville over time. It also underscores the need to harness the positive wealth creating effects of 
capitalism (e.g., commercial development) while controlling the uglier side of capitalism that we 
see in the current housing market.

LindaS says:

Sounds to me like we should all just move to Cambridge. We’d certainly be treated better, and 
could actually afford to live there. Somerville used to be a great city, and I’m sure if you’re a young 
professional, you think it is. But remember that young people don’t stay young forever, and not all 
will stay employed. Will Somerville still look good to you? Maybe not. Then you’ll just decide to 
move to Cambridge.

William Wilkin says:

Interesting analysis. Not that I have any personal experience with drug addiction, but I would 
think that the recovery of a crystal meth addict would be more torturous than tortuous. As a 
Somerville resident, should I understand that substance abusers may also pose a risk to commu-
nity well-being?

Gabriel Marques Coan says:

It’s sad to see a tide of people being pushed away because they can’t make rent specially when some 
of them work so hard.. But, if that’s the America we want then yea shall have.

Transient says:

It’s unfortunate to see a member of the Union Square Neighborhood Council hold such thinly 
veiled contempt for the ‘transients’ who he clearly doesn’t consider worthy of the privilege of living 
here. How much of the fraying of the ‘community fabric’ is because our local organizations are 
controlled by people who loathe their fellow neighbors for daring to move to a place with jobs and 
economic opportunity? Many of those ‘childless transients’ would love to stay and raise a family 
here, but are subject to the same economic pressures as every other renter. I’d hope a secure home-
owner like the author would have a modicum of sympathy.

Chris Dwan says:

Fantastic analysis Bill. Thank you. I would only add that the current winner-take-all conversation 
that we inherit from our fractious national politicians makes it incredibly challenging to find nu-
anced and balanced solutions.

Short termer says:

As one of those recent residents who has been here for a mere 10 years, I can reassure Mr. Shelton 
that sports leagues, scouting troops and other organizations have continued to exist and thrive 
with little help from those 20+ year residents who are nearing retirement age like Mr. Shelton. 
Perhaps he is ‘bowling alone’ because his bowling league can’t get a lane at the ‘new’ Saccos (reno-
vated right when I moved here in 2010), but many of these fabric of life arguments have more to 
do with global trends in human behavior than anything unique to Somerville. I’m excited by all 
that is happening at Kendall Square, but must we try to emulate our neighbors instead of trying 
to be our own thing?

Bob Ross says:

Bill Shelton for mayor! Run Bill, run!

DatGruntled says:

“Many of those ‘childless transients’ would love to stay and raise a family here, but are subject to 
the same economic pressures as every other renter. I’d hope a secure homeowner like the author 
would have a modicum of sympathy.” Is there anything funnier than a displacer crying when they 
are then displaced?

Magic Mike says:

Curtis – a brand new High School is being built right now at great expense (which I support). 
Newcomers are well aware of these expenses that have to be paid for. It’s the old time Somerville 
crowd who resent paying any taxes and scream about it all the time at City meetings.

Bob Ross says:

Mike…. read the article again. What part of “this is not sustainable” do you not understand?

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.
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Fixing a 60’s bully

In 1965 I was 12 years old. We 
were still the new family on 
my street having moved there 
in 1960. My street was full of 
families with kids. On a typical 
summer night there were at least 
20 kids playing Buck Buck, Red 
Rover or Relieve-E-O in some-
one’s driveway or right in the 
middle of the street. I was never 
taller than about 5 foot 7, so I 
learned early to befriend bigger 
and tougher friends.

There was one particular 
bully on my street who teased 
my little brother relentlessly. 
He referred to him as “fruity” 
which really ticked me off. He 
was obnoxious. 

I had a cousin who was three 
years older than me and lived 
near The Western Junior High 
School. His parents always 
bought him the coolest jackets, 
belts and most of all, black leath-
er engineer boots. A lot of the 
stuff came from Micky Finn’s in 

Davis Square. When he outgrew 
those neat clothes, I got them. 
I had two pairs of his old engi-
neer boots and I loved them. We 
also got my cousin’s bikes when 
they got new ones. Another 
cool thing about having an old-
er cousin was that he was pret-
ty tough. He hung around with 
the black leather jacket wearing 
kids with slicked back hair and 
pegged pants.

When that bully on my street 
(my mother gave him the perfect 
nick name of “Jerko!”) got out of 
hand, I had to call my cousin over. 
On the old Leave it to Beaver 
Show, when Wally talked about 
taking care of a kid that was both-
ering them, they’d use the term 
“fix.” Wally was going to “fix” Ed-
die Haskell for picking on Bea-
ver. Well, I had to call my cousin 
to come over and “fix” Jerko. And 
over he came! It was great!

My cousin challenged Jerko to 
a friendly wrestling match on 
our friend “Jello’s” front lawn. All 
the kids on my street gathered 
to watch my cousin fix Jerko. He 
flipped him to the ground three 
times. No punching, no kicking, 
no blood. Just a few flips, and 
a couple of gentle body slams. 

Like it was yesterday I can still 
hear my cousin saying, “Come 
on! One more time for old time’s 
sake!” And I vividly remember 
Jerko saying, “No thanks" and 
backing away, all the way into 
his backyard. He never called 
my little brother fruity again and 
he stopped bothering us. By the 
way, Jerko had at least 5 inches 
and 30 pounds on my cousin.

There was also the time I got 
into a beef with a guy on a flight 
from Bermuda to Logan Airport 
and my cousin was at the gate 
waiting for us. Thankfully, me 
and my airline enemy became 
friends during the flight back 
but it was calming knowing my 
cousin showed up for me.

Fast forward to 1992 and me 
and my then girlfriend were 
in Disney World in Orlando. 
Guess who we bumped into? 
None other than Jerko himself 
and his girlfriend. He pulled me 
aside and asked me not to men-
tion to his two young kids (who 
we were friendly with) that I saw 
him. File under, “Still Jerko after 
all these years!”

My cousin really took care 
of us back then. Although my 
older sister kept an eye on me 

and my brother, it was good to 
have my older, tougher cous-
in in my corner. Today, he’s a 
good dad and grandfather and 
we’re still in touch. 

I still have many close friends 

who know we are always there 
for each other if needed. That’s 
my Somerville.

And this was just one story 
from the good old days growing 
up in Somerville.

Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte
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By Jim Clark

A driveway so bright he had to wear shades
Police officers were dispatched 
to a Lowell St. location last 
Saturday evening on reports of 
a non-responsive man inside a 
motor vehicle that was blocking 
a driveway.

Upon arrival, the officers ob-
served a man, later identified 
as Moises Reyes, in the driver's 
seat of a car. Reyes was wearing 
sunglasses and appeared to be 
asleep. The car was running and 
had been running long enough 
for the engine's heat to radiate 
to the car's hood. According 
to reports, the hood was much 
warmer than the other surfaces 
of the car.

An officer tapped on the driv-
er's window to get the Reyes' 
attention, but he reportedly did 
not respond. The driver's door 

was unlocked, so an officer 
opened it, causing Reyes to stir 
and then attempted to get out 
of the car.

Reyes was told to stay in the 
car and turn off the engine. He 
continued his attempts to get 
out, but the officers pushed on 
the door to prevent him from 
exiting the vehicle.

The officers told him to turn 
off the engine once again. Reyes 
reportedly reached for the ig-
nition keys and fumbled a bit, 
but eventually was successful in 
turning off the engine.

Reyes was told to remove the 
keys and put them on the dash-
board, after which he removed 
the keys but put them on the 
passenger's side car seat.

The officers told Reyes again 

to put the car keys on the dash-
board, and he picked up the 
keys and then put them back 
down on the passenger's side 
car seat, as before.

The third time Reyes was 
asked, he picked up the keys 
again and just held them in the 
air. The officers took the keys 
from him and placed them on 
the hood of the car.

During this brief interchange, 
one of the officers noticed two 
open beer cans in the beverage 
holders located between the 
front car seats and a partial 
case of beer on the floor of the 
front passenger's seat. Both of 
the beer cans reportedly con-
tained a small amount of beer, 
which were later emptied and 
discarded.

When the officers asked Reyes 
for his driver's license, he re-
moved his glasses and told them 
that he did not have a license. 
With his sunglasses removed, 
the officers reportedly observed 
his eyes to be glassy, and after he 
began to speak they detected the 
smell of alcohol and noticed that 
his speech was slurred.

These signs along with his 
uncoordinated movements and 
failure to follow their instruc-
tions led the officers to believe 
that Reyes was under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

Reyes eventually provided the 
officers with his passport, which 
showed his name to be Moises 
Aguilar Reyes of El Salvador.

Reyes was subsequently 
placed under arrest on charges 

of operation of a motor vehicle 
under the influence of liquor, 
unlicensed operation of a mo-
tor vehicle, and alcohol from 
open container.

The officers did not ask Reyes 
to complete a roadside assess-
ment because there was a lan-
guage barrier and because he 
appeared so too incapacitated 
to perform it. The officers did 
not want to take a chance of 
him hurting himself or an of-
ficer by falling. Reyes did agree 
to take the blood alcohol test 
during the booking process. 
The results showed a blood al-
cohol level of .13%.

The car that Reyes was oper-
ating was towed incident to ar-
rest and because it was blocking 
a driveway.

Text-A-Tip
Text a Tip to the SPD from anywhere!

• 100% completely anonymous  • Easy and secure
• Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply text the phone number “TIP411” ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” at 
the beginning of your text message. If your message requires an emergency 
response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

Powered by:

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG
Arrests:

Amador Vasquez, of 138 
Pearl St., June 26, 12:35 
a.m., arrested at Brook St. 
on a charge of unarmed bur-
glary.

Deandre Singletary, of 795 
Cummings Highway, Boston, 
June 26, 6:45 p.m., arrested 

at Harding St. on multiple 
warrant charges of receiving 
stolen property over $1200, 
larceny over $1200, larceny 
under $1200, and forgery of 
check.

James McNeil, of 35 Wind-
sor St., June 28, 5:21 p.m., ar-
rested at Cedar St. on warrant 

charges of not being in posses-
sion of license, larceny from a 
building, larceny over $1200, 
possession of a class B drug, 
possession of counterfeit notes, 
utter counterfeit note, larceny 
under $1200, attempt to com-
mit a crime, possession of a 
class A drug, felony nighttime 

breaking and entering, opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license, and failure 
to signal.

Francisco Santos, of 15 Wes-
ley St., June 29, 12:13 a.m., ar-
rested at Broadway on charges 
of assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon and resist-

ing arrest.
Moises Reyes, of 332 Lowell 

St., June 29, 9:51 p.m., arrested 
at Lowell St. on charges of op-
eration of a motor vehicle un-
der the influence of liquor, un-
licensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, and alcohol from open 
container.

significant racial bias which is 
more likely to misidentify wom-
en of color than white men. 

The ACLU performed a fa-
cial recognition test on the U.S. 
House of Representatives us-
ing an algorithm that has been 
adopted by Amazon and sold 
to law enforcement agencies. 
During this study, the members 
of the House were asked to 
provide headshots which were 
combined with mugshots of 
convicted felons, then the facial 
recognition software was used 
in order to match the correct 
photograph with the correct 
face. The facial recognition soft-
ware misidentified 28 members 
of congress. The errors were 
particularly high when match-
ing people of color. 

Ewen-Campen invited Emilia-
no Falcon from the ACLU to 

provide more insight on the 
negative impacts of facial rec-
ognition. “Facial recognition 
is a technology that allows the 
government to identify, track, 
and catalog people based on the 
physical characteristics of their 
faces, this software works by cre-
ating a unique faceprint of indi-
viduals based on pre-identified 
photos or set of photos,” accord-
ing to Falcon.

The faceprints are collected 
and included in a database which 
is used to search for matches 
and identify new and unknown 
faces captured by public video 
coverage. Some companies are 
also selling emotion detection 
surveillance systems, which 
supposedly identify whether a 
person is happy, sad, lying or 
angry based on their facial ex-
pression. “Generally speaking,” 

Falcon said, “We have three 
major concerns: unregulated 
use, intrinsic dangers, and civil 
rights and civil liberties.”

Face surveillance is current-
ly unregulated in the United 
States but government agencies 
are still adopting this technolo-
gy despite the absence of priva-
cy regulations. 

MIT researchers found that 
facial recognition software 
is more likely to misidentify 
darker skinned people than 
white men, which puts them at 
risk for racial discrimination. 
Additionally, the emotion-de-
tection surveillance was found 
to label black males as angry 
even when they were taped or 
photographed while smiling, 
which also contributes to racial 
prejudice. 

According to advocates of the 

ban, using this technology dis-
mantles the first amendment, 
the right to speak freely, the ease 
of privacy in our own homes 
and the peace of mind that we 
are safe from misidentification 

or identity theft.
The vote to ban the use of 

facial recognition technology 
in the City of Somerville was 
unanimously approved by the 
Council.

Ward 3 Councilor Ben Ewen-Campen led the effort to pass the ordinance banning 
facial recognition technology. 

Facial recognition technology banned by City of Somerville   CONT. FROM PG 1
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Developer with keen sense of
history restores Linden Ave. house

By Marian Berkowitz

Denise Price is not your typical 
developer. When she purchases 
and redevelops a home in this 
area, she cares not only about 
design and construction, but 
also about the property's histo-
ry. She notes that every house 
represents a unique piece of lo-
cal history and digging out old 
maps and census files of Somer-
ville are a good place to learn 
more, as they can reveal the lo-
cation and names of owners at 
each address.

The oldest map that Denise 
found related to 22 Linden 
Avenue was 1852 when Na-
thaniel Gilson was the owner. 
The Somerville census records 
indicate Mr. Gilson was a real 

estate developer who died in 
1895. Jumping to a map from 
1900 tells Denise that Nathan-
iel's wife Delilah was responsi-
ble for additional development 
on the block, adding five houses 
and a tiny adjacent street to be 
known as Gilson Terrace.

The house was originally a sin-
gle-family and like many others 
in Somerville, it was converted 
in later decades to a two-family 
dwelling. At some point, a large 
addition was added to the back 
of the house with an entrance 
facing Gilson Terrace. The last 
occupants were a brother and 
sister that lived in each of the 
two units. Once both siblings 
had passed away the house 
was listed for sale, and Denise 
purchased it with the intent of 
restoring it as a single-family, 
with its original Greek Revival 
style, including front columns 
and symmetrical windows. 

Her restoration work, both in-
side and outside, was consider-
able. First, the entire house was 
raised in order to put in a new 
foundation. Exterior aluminum 
siding was replaced with new 
clapboard siding in the front 
and matching concrete siding 
in the back. The staircases were 

restored. Property excavation in 
the front revealed an old gas line 
likely used for an evening gas 
lantern. Denise decided it was a 
valuable detail to include in the 
plans and installed hand-made 
historic gas lanterns in front of 
each unit. What a pleasure it is 
to see how they look at night.

Denise’s final and unusual 
touch was a time capsule hidden 
between the walls where she 
hopes that “when the next per-
son tears apart this house in 100 
years, I want them to find out 
what the Boston area was like." 
She includes in the time cap-
sule several items found during 
demolition – a 1925 license 
plate, an 1882 Commemorative 
Longfellow’s death edition of 

the Cambridge Chronicle, a 1945 
copy of Colliers magazine, and a 
1954 Newsweek. She adds her 
own items – an issue each of the 
New York Times and Boston 
Globe from last June, as well as 
a copy of her own recently pub-
lished Boston Freedom Trail 
Pop-Up book that displays a 
3D image on each page of all 

the prominent historic sites of 
downtown Boston. 

Denise was surprised and de-
lighted to be nominated for and 
receive a 2019 Director's Award 
from the Somerville Historic 
Preservation Commission at 
their end of May Ceremony in 
recognition of her outstanding 
house restoration work.

The freshly renovated award winning house house at 22 Linden Ave.

The 22 Linden Ave. time capsule.

"...when the next 
person tears apart 
this house in 100 

years, I want
them to find out 
what the Boston 
area was like."
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
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Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll 
Call records local senators' votes on four roll calls from 
the week of June 24-28. There were no roll calls in the 
House last week.

ALLOW UNIONS TO CHARGE NON-UNION 
MEMBERS FOR SOME COSTS (S 2273)
Senate 38-1, approved a bill that would allow public 
sector unions to charge non-members for the cost of 
some services and representation. The bill was filed as 
a response to a 2018 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that 
public employees cannot be forced to pay fees or dues to 
a union to which he or she does not belong. Freedom of 
speech advocates hailed the decision while labor advo-
cates said it was an unjust attack on unions.

“Today we protect the right of unions to be able to make 
the case for membership to new hires, and to be compen-
sated for representation they offer,” said Sen. Pat Jehlen 
(D-Somerville). “Unions have benefited all of us. They 
helped build the middle class, and they are now our main 
protection against its erosion. This bill is an important 
step in the fight against the rising tide of inequality, and it 
will safeguard the support that unions have provided for 
generations to workers across the commonwealth.”

“The Boston Globe’s editorial on the Janus fix was spot 
on,” said Rep. Ryan Fattman (R-Webster), the only sen-
ator who voted against the bill. “I agreed with the under-
lying legislation, however as the Boston Globe pointed 
out, the Senate had the opportunity to protect private 
information including the personal cell phone, email, 
and birth dates of the employee and their family mem-
bers who chose not to be part of a union. We failed to 
do so. I believe if you choose to opt out of union mem-
bership your personal and private information should 
be exactly that: personal and private. These employees 
should not be compelled to turn over that private infor-
mation to anyone. It is because of this privacy concern 
that I voted no.”

“I urge my colleagues to reject all the amendments that 
would undermine the principles set forth in this under-
lying bill and adopt a bill that will, again, ensure work-
ers can come together, can organize together, can work 
together,” said Sen. Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton), during 
Senate debate on the floor. “[And] to have a voice that 
will help each and every one of us as citizens of this com-
monwealth and, at the end of the day, help to continue 
to improve the economy in a way that is more equitable 
for all people.”

“Legislators today voted against amendments that 
sought to educate workers on their rights regarding 
union membership, to give employees control over their 
private and personal information, and to protect that 
personal information once it is in the hands of union 
bosses,” said Paul Craney, spokesman for the Massachu-
setts Fiscal Alliance. “One thing is absolutely clear—this 
legislation has nothing to do with protecting employees. 
It is entirely about protecting union bosses and advanc-
ing their power over the workers. The legitimate con-
cerns over protecting people’s right to privacy were com-
pletely swept under the rug by lawmakers beholden to 
union bosses. We urge the governor to veto the bill when 
it lands on his desk.”

The House has approved a different version of the bill 
and a conference committee will likely work out a com-
promise version.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

PERSONAL INFO (S 2273)
Senate 6-32, rejected an amendment that would elim-
inate the requirement that employees give the union 
their home address, home and cell phone number and 
personal e-mail address. The amendment would leave in 
place the requirement that the employee provide his or 
her work telephone number and work e-mail address.

Amendment supporters said that requiring personal in-
formation is an invasion of the employee’s privacy. They 
noted that unions have enough ways to contact new em-
ployees without using personal information.

Amendment opponents said laws have to keep up with 
the times. They noted that today’s communication is 
done via cell phone and personal e-mail address, not 
home address and landline phone.

(Please read carefully what a “Yes” and a “No” vote mean. 
On this roll call, the vote can easily be misinterpreted. A 
“Yes” vote is against requiring that employees give the union 
their home address, home and cell phone number and per-
sonal e-mail address. A “No” vote is for requiring it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

KEEP PERSONAL INFO PRIVATE (S 2273)
Senate 7-31, rejected an amendment requiring that 
unions keep the personal information of an employee 
confidential.

Amendment supporters said this is a simple amendment 
that ensures privacy and guarantees that the union will 
not sell the employee’s information.  

Amendment opponents said this is a problem in search 
of a solution and that this information is already kept 
confidential. 

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

EMPLOYEE NOT REQUIRED TO MEET WITH 
THE UNION (S 2271)
Senate 5-33, rejected an amendment providing that 
no newly-hired employee be required to meet with the 
union.

Amendment supporters said the bill ensures that the 
union has the ability to meet with new hires. They said 
it is vague on whether the new employee can decide not 
to go the meeting. They noted that this amendment clar-
ifies that the employee can opt out of the meeting.

Amendment opponents said the amendment is unnec-
essary because nothing in the bill requires an employee 
to meet with a union or prohibits the employee from 
choosing not to go to the meeting. 

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE (H 1194) - 
The Public Health Committee held a jam-packed hear-

ing on the controversial bill that would allow terminally 
ill patients with fewer than six months to live to obtain 
medication they can self-administer to commit suicide. 
The bill includes many rules and protocols that must be 
followed before the patient is given the medicine.

Voters defeated a similar measure on the 2012 ballot 
by a very slim 51 percent to 49 percent margin with 
1,466,866 voting for the measure and 1,534,757 against. 
There were also 182,573 blank ballots of people who 
took a ballot but did not vote on this question.

“I first filed this bill on behalf of a constituent who was 
dying of stomach cancer,” said Rep. Lou Kafka (D-Sha-
ron). “Having worked on this issue for over a decade, I 
have only become more passionate that this should be 
an option at the end of life. We can’t sit in judgement of 
those in such personal pain. Everyone must be allowed 
to make their own choice based on their own beliefs.”

“The question of assisted suicide was put before the vot-
ers of our Commonwealth in 2012, and they rejected it,” 
said Massachusetts Family Institute President Andrew 
Beckwith. “That’s because people understand that if we 
legalize doctors prescribing poison for certain patients 
to take their own lives, we would in effect codify that 
those lives are no longer worthy of legal protection. That 
would in itself be tragic, but would also set a dangerous 
precedent, blurring the line between natural death and 
medical manslaughter.” 

Diane Rehm, a former National Public Radio talk show 
host, related her personal experience with this issue. 
Her husband John Rehm was afflicted with Parkinson’s 
Disease and sought alternatives to hospice care. His 
doctor told him that his only option was to stop eat-
ing, drinking, and taking his medications. “It took ten 
long days for him to die,” Rehm told the committee. “I 
was there with him watching him grimace but knowing 
that he did not want to be stopped on the path he was 
on. In the end he died a very painful elongated death 
which I will never ever forget.”

“This measure will replace a sanctity of life ethic with a 
quality of life ethic," said Catholic Action League Exec-
utive Director C. J. Doyle. "It will deform the medical 
profession by making doctors participants in the death 
of their patients. Disturbingly, the legislation contains 
no requirement for the notification of family or next of 
kin, and no conscience clause for pharmacists. Powerful 
insurance companies, which already exercise a dispro-
portionate influence on legislation and public policy, 
through their assets in lobbying, public relations and 
campaign finance, will have a financial incentive in the 
promotion of this practice.”

Citizens for Limited Taxation’s (CLT) Executive Di-
rector Chip Ford submitted, on his own behalf, written 
posthumous testimony from his partner former CLT 
chief Barbara Anderson who passed away in April 2016. 
Anderson wrote of assisted suicide in a March 2016 
column, two weeks before she died following a struggle 
with leukemia. 

“When I get angry, it’s when my own rights are attacked,” 
wrote Anderson. “… I want the right to choose assisted 
suicide should I be in a ‘ready to die’ mode. But no, de-
spite my having left the Catholic Church 55 years ago, it 
still had the power to fight a ballot question that would 
give me personal autonomy over its religious doctrine. 
My own emotions don’t usually run deep, my being a 
rational, logical person and all, but I admit to hating the



JULY 3, 2019••7

voters who said no to the recent ‘death with dignity’ bal-
lot question. [I] hope they live long enough to regret it.”

“The end of life options act may sound good with its ide-
al of person in control choosing when to end their suf-
fering, but in reality, for far too many people, it functions 
like a death penalty,” said John Kelly, Director of Second 
Thoughts Massachusetts, a group that champions dis-
abled persons’ rights.

BAN TOXIC FLAME RETARDANTS (S 2555) 
- The Committee on Public Health has recommended 
passage of a bill that would ban 10 toxic flame retar-
dants from children’s products, bedding, carpeting and 
residential upholstered furniture sold or manufactured 
in Massachusetts, except for inventory already manufac-
tured prior to June 1, 2020. Another provision requires 
the Department of Environmental Protection to review, 
at least every three years, chemical flame retardants used 
in these products and include them on the list of prohib-
ited chemical flame retardants that are documented to 
pose a health risk. Violators would be fined up to $1,000 
for a first offense, up to $5,000 for a second offense and 
up to $50,000 for a third and each subsequent offense.

Motor vehicles, watercraft, aircraft, all-terrain vehi-
cles and off-highway motorcycles are exempt from 
this law as are any previously owned products that 
contain a retardant. 

The House and Senate approved the bill at the end of 
last year’s legislative session, but Gov. Charlie Baker did 
not sign it. “Massachusetts can be a leader in this area, 
but the specifics of the bill that emerged during the last 
hours of the legislative session limit its potential effec-
tiveness,” Baker wrote to legislators. “A deliberative pro-

cess involving all stakeholders and an implementation 
schedule that takes into account the realities of manu-
facturing and distribution practices are key components 
to any legislation. I look forward to working with the 
bill sponsors and stakeholders on a revised form of this 
legislation in the [2019] session.”

Supporters say that since 1975, manufacturers have 
added chemical flame retardants to a wide array of 
household items including products with polyurethane 
foam, such as sofas, car seats, strollers and nap mats. 
They are also incorporated into electronic products 
and building insulation. 

They argue that the retardants, while well-intentioned, 
do more harm than good and have been linked to an 
increased risk of cancer, fertility problems, neurological 
disorders and other major health concerns. They note 
that firefighters are exposed to flame retardants when 
they go into burning buildings.

“Now that the bill has once again had a very well-attend-
ed hearing and been released favorably with no changes 
by the Joint Committee, we are ready to take this bill all 
the way to enactment,” said the bill’s Senate sponsor Sen. 
Cindy Creem (D-Newton). “We must protect the pub-
lic, including children and firefighters, by banning these 
dangerous chemicals from products in our homes.”

Representatives of chemical and electronics companies, 
makers of children’s products and mattresses testified 
against the bill when it had a hearing in May.

Ryan Trainer, president of the International Sleep Prod-
ucts Association, said that banning one specific chem-
ical—antimony trioxide—would limit mattress manu-

facturers’ ability to meet federal flammability standards. 
He said that if the bill passed, it could force the redesign 
of many mattress styles, which would raise prices for 
consumers and businesses.

Dan Moyer from the Consumer Technology Associa-
tion said other states exempt consumer electronics from 
the ban, but this version does not. He noted some of the 
banned chemicals  are needed for circuit boards and oth-
er electronic parts that carry currents or are near parts 
that carry currents. He said other states exempt con-
sumer electronics and that while such an exemption was 
in last session’s bill, it is not this year.

“I continue to be very appreciative of my House col-
leagues and leadership, including Chair Mahoney and 
Speaker DeLeo, who have continued to choose the side 
of science, public health and the lives of firefighters and 
children,” said the bill’s House sponsor Rep. Marjorie 
Decker (D-Cambridge).

“If this bill was a library book, the overdue bill would 
be astronomical,” said Janet Domenitz, executive di-
rector of MASSPIRG. “It’s well past time to enact 
this law which will protect our health, our safety, and 
our first responders.”

REQUIRE LOCKDOWN DRILLS AT SCHOOLS 
(H 433) – The Education Committee held a hearing on 
a proposal that would require each every public or pri-
vate elementary and secondary school, in consultation 
with the local police department, to establish critical 
incident response protocols for the school, including 
protocols for active shooters and other critical incidents 
during classes, breaks between classes, lunch, assembly 
and fire alarms.

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued from page 6

Continued on page 17
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This past weekend the remains of United States Army 
Sergeant George R. Schipani were brought home to 
Somerville and laid to rest in the city’s Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery. The ceremony was concluded with full Military, 
Municipal, and Veterans’ groups’ honors.

The nineteen-year-old former Winter Hill resident 
was captured in 1950 during Korean combat; and along 
with thousands of others, he died in an enemy Prisoner 
of War Camp. Buried first in Korea for three years until 
1954, his remains were then brought to Honolulu, Ha-
waii, where they rested in the National Memorial Cem-
etery of the Pacific until January of this year when his 
remains were finally identified. He had been an unknown 
soldier for over 68 years.

Another Somerville soldier, United States Marine Corps 
Sergeant Henry O. Hansen still rests today in the same 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii. 
The twenty-six-year-old soldier died fighting on the island 
of Iwo Jima during World War II. He helped raise “both” 
American flags on Mount Suribachi during the iconic 
battle and was originally buried in the Fifth Marine Divi-
sion Cemetery on Iwo Jima Island. Born in 1919, the hero 
would have been 100 years old this year.

The re-internment of United States 
Navy Commander Richard Somers, 
the namesake of our city, has long 
been a thorn in the side of many 
Americans. Somers, a martyred hero 
of the 1804 War with Tripoli, is 
buried on that city’s shore. In 1842, 
Somerville’s first year, James Feni-
more Cooper, America’s first-born 

novelist wrote a biography about Captain Somers. He also 
then called for the remains of Somers and his crew to be 
returned home from Tripoli. To this day, Somers and his 
men are still there in unmarked graves.

Twenty-two-year-old United States Army Private 
George Dilboy won the Congressional

The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #182

Welcome Home
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Continued on page 20

Savvy Caregiver dementia 
training returns in September

Registration is now open for 
Savvy Caregiver, a free training 
program that provides family 
caregivers with skills and knowl-
edge about dementia.

The six-session class returns 
to Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services on September 13, and 
will meet Fridays from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon.

The curriculum includes an 
overview of dementia, along 
with how its progression can 
impact daily life. The training is 
highly interactive, with a focus 
on developing practical tools 
and strategies that fit the partic-
ipant’s needs.

Classes are open to a limited 
number of participants, allow-
ing the caregivers to work closely 

with the facilitators. Subsidized 
respite options are available for 
some caregivers.

For more information or to 
register call 617-628-2601 ex-
tension 3123 or email nmeyer@
eldercare.org.
_________________________

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Ser-

vices (SCES) is a non-profit agen-
cy that supports the independence 
and well-being of older people in 
Somerville and Cambridge. For 
more information, visit eldercare.
org, follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter, or contact the SCES Aging 
Information Center at 617-628-
2601 for free advice and guidance.

Massachusetts Health Connector's 
'Day of Coverage'

On Thursday, June 27, the Massachusetts Health Connector held "Day of Coverage” activities 
across the Commonwealth designed to help people #GetCovered and connect with health insur-
ance options via the state’s health insurance marketplace.

In Somerville, the Acrobat Street Performer Cate Great! (a Massachusetts Health Connector 
member) put on a 30-minute show including acrobatic stunts and juggling knives to show the 
importance of getting covered. The event helped connect Somerville residents directly with Health 
Connector navigators to get enrolled into health insurance coverage.

It was one of several "Day of Coverage" events held on Thursday that also included a waffle give-
away to morning commuters at the Salem MBTA station; an Escape Room game in Boston's 
Chinatown; ice cream giveaways in Springfield; and a Yappy Hour Puppy Parade in Jamaica Plain.

The Commonwealth’s Open Enrollment period starts on November 1, but residents can apply 
for ConnectorCare coverage anytime if: it is their first time applying, they are new to Massa-
chusetts, or they have experienced an important life event such as getting married, divorced, or 
having a child.

Residents can sign up for coverage at www.MAhealthconnector.org, over the phone at 
1-877-MA-ENROLL (1-877-623-6765), or in person through a local navigator organization.

Acrobat Cate Great!, a Massachusetts Health Connector member, performed high above Davis Square in Somerville as 
part of the "Day of Coverage" activities.         — Photo by Eric Haynes

 Follow us on Twitter
 @somervilletimes



Annual report card shows good water quality 
in main stem of the Mystic River in 2018

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), in col-
laboration with the Mystic River 
Watershed Association (MyR-
WA), announced its annual 
Water Quality Report Card on 
the Mystic River watershed for 
2018. For the fifth year in a row, 
water quality monitoring data 
show that water quality in the 
main stem of the Mystic River, 
including the Upper and Lower 
Mystic Lakes, is very good on a 
regular basis and meets water 
quality standards nearly all the 
time, especially in dry weather.

“The Mystic River is a tremen-
dous urban water resource for 
towns north and west of Bos-
ton,” said EPA Acting Regional 
Administrator Deb Szaro. “Pro-
tecting the watershed is a priori-
ty for EPA. We are thrilled to see 
that the main stem of the Mystic 
and the lakes are generally in 
good shape, but we have work 
to do in the smaller streams that 
feed the river.”

“The work of local, state and 
federal governments and region-
al advocacy groups continues to 
have a positive impact on water 

quality within the Mystic Riv-
er system,” said Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) Deputy 
Commissioner Stephanie Coo-
per. “We look forward to the day 
when the river and all of its trib-
utaries feature clean, fresh water 
that supports a variety of uses.”

“I encourage community 
members to go out and boat on 
the Mystic and Malden River, 
and swim at Shannon Beach,” 
said Executive Director of the 
Mystic River Watershed As-
sociation (MyRWA) Patrick 
Herron. “It is a great resource 
– and we are so happy that it 
is clean and becoming even 
more accessible for communi-
ty members with more public 
boat launches, canoe/kayak 
rental facilities, and even more 
connected paths and parks.”

The report card gives grades 
to 14 segments of the Mys-
tic River Watershed, and it 
shows improvement in some 
segments of the watershed 
in 2018, which indicates that 
work to reduce bacterial con-
tamination may be starting to 

show positive changes.
While no single “overall” grade 

is generated for the Mystic Riv-
er watershed as a whole, the 
data show that the main stem of 
the river is often safe for swim-
ming and boating; however, 
bacterial levels in many of the 
tributary streams feeding the 
Mystic are high, and these areas 
often do not meet water quali-
ty standards. In 2018, some of 
these problem streams showed 

signs of improvement, especial-
ly Island End River in Everett 
and Chelsea.

"We are so lucky to have such a 
valuable natural resource such as 
the Mystic Lakes and the Mystic 
River in our city. It has been in-
credible to see the improvements 
in water quality over the years, 
demonstrating the positive im-
pacts of the various environmen-
tal organizations and initiatives 
that are dedicated to the Mystic. 

In the next few weeks, Paddle 
Boston will be officially launch-
ing canoe and kayak rentals on 
the Mystic at the Condon Shell. 
We all must be stewards of 
this amazing

Local officials recently celebrated the positive report on the water quality of the main stem of the Mystic River.
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Sally O’Brien’s
335 Somerville Ave.

617-666-3589

MONDAY July 8
7 p.m.   Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Comedy

10 p.m.   Marley Monday with The Duppy Conquerors

TUESDAY July 9
8 p.m.   Christian McNeill & Tim Gearan 

WEDNESDAY July 10
8 p.m.   Free Poker, lots of prizes!

THURSDAY July 11
8 p.m.   Tad Overbaugh, Shawn Byrne, Speedfossil

FRIDAY July 12
6 p.m.   Jim Coyle & Sneaky Pint

9 p.m   Hear Now Live / Tiny Oak present - $10 cover

SATURDAY July 13
6 p.m.   Tom Hagerty Band

9 p.m.   Motel Black, Dori Cameron & The Invisible
Monsters, Graneros, Vic Firecracker - $5 cover

SUNDAY July 14
11 a.m.   brunch with the Roundtable Acoustic Series

4:30 p.m.   The Natural Wonders
10 p.m.   African Night, SambaLolo

and guests

www.sallyobriensbar.com

Continued on page 10
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COMMENTARY
The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Somerville is ready to fight
for public transportation

By Joseph A. Curtatone

On July 1, morning commuters 
were among the first MBTA 
riders to pay newly increased 
fares. Adding insult to injury, 
riders on the Red, Blue, and 
Green lines that morning were 
also subjected to significant de-
lays. It shouldn’t be this way. We 
shouldn’t have to fight for safe, 
reliable public transit.

Transit here and throughout 
our region should be something 
we take as a given. It’s the smart 
way to move around in places 
with high concentrations of peo-
ple. That’s actually something 
we figured out a long time ago. 
Somerville was built around 
dozens of trolley stops that dot-
ted the city in the early 20th 
century. Likewise, the greater 
Boston region was once made up 
of streetcar suburbs, but now, by 
some estimates, our roads have 

the worst rush hour traffic in the 
country.

Yet our state’s politicians 
seemingly forgot the benefits of 
transit in the late 20th century. 
Our economy was booming and 
they stopped building out the 
MBTA. Even worse, they start-
ed short-changing the main-
tenance, allowing the system 
to fall into a state of rack and 
ruin. Now we are looking at a 
summer of intermittent service 
on the Red Line. In other cit-
ies these frequent breakdowns 
would be unacceptable, here 
they’re the norm. 

A big part of the problem is 
revenue. Riders have been un-
fairly asked to shoulder the bur-
den of fare increases, but the 
state has known for more than 
a decade it needs to tap other 
revenue sources to keep the T 
running like it needs to run. It’s 
time to put every idea for new, 
non-rider revenue on the table.

We are also coming up on the 
20th anniversary of the failed 
plan to have the MBTA pay off 
large chunks of state transpor-
tation debt. There’s more than 
$3 billion in Big Dig and pre-
2000 project debt that MBTA 
revenue growth was supposed 

to settle. It didn’t work out 
that way. Now that debt service 
money has turned into a con-
stant drain on MBTA financ-
es, contributing to the current 
maintenance backlog. 

At some point we have to stop 
doing the same thing and hoping 
for a different result.

Failure to address our trans-
portation needs will have signifi-
cant impacts not just on the Bos-
ton area, but statewide. Eighty 
percent of our state’s economy is 
generated by the Boston metro 
region, which is dependent upon 
transit to function properly. The 
Massachusetts economy relies 
on this transit system. 

And this doesn’t even touch 
on the climate. There’s an ocean 
immediately to our east that’s in 
danger of rising unless we stop 
pumping so many greenhouse 
gases into our atmosphere. It’s in 
our vested interest to maintain – 
and expand – more sustainable 
transportation options like pub-
lic transit as quickly as possible.

On the bright side, Somerville 
is finally getting the Green Line 
extension, though a quarter of 
a century later than we should 
have. I suspect the memory of 
how hard we had to fight to 

make it happen is fresh in all of 
our minds. I lost count of the 
number of attempts to yank 
it out from under us, despite 
the state being required by the 
courts to build it. If we had been 
anything less than relentless, the 
GLX wouldn’t be under con-
struction today.

The lesson to take away 
from that is that although we 
shouldn’t, we do have to fight 
for public transit. It doesn’t just 
get taken care of in an orderly 
and sensible fashion. Left to its 
own devices, it withers from ne-
glect. Riders are now paying the 
fourth fare hike since 2012 and 
each time were promised bet-
ter service. But small improve-
ments here and there won’t re-
sult in the major improvements 
we need. And this time, it seems 
riders and local leaders have fi-
nally had enough. 

I’ve been in regular contact 
with mayors, representatives, 
and councilors from other mu-
nicipalities and we’re going to 
push for radical improvements 
to be made to MBTA service. 
In particular, we’re going to 
fight for the riders and com-
munities served by the T to 
have a stronger voice in the op-

eration of the system. A deaf 
ear has been turned to our con-
cerns for too long. 

I want to emphasize that 
when the Green Line Extension 
comes on line, it will put 85% 
of Somerville residents within 
walking distance of a T station. 
We will go from somewhat de-
pendent to overwhelmingly de-
pendent on transit. It is critical 
for us to address these mainte-
nance issues before that switch 
gets flipped. The GLX itself will 
be brand new, but everything it 
connects to has been starved for 
attention for too long.

Half measures and tweaks ar-
en’t going to fix the MBTA’s pro-
found maintenance issues and 
revenue needs. The fix needs to 
start with an acknowledgment 
that the state has failed to de-
liver on its obligation to riders. 
People rely on transit to connect 
them to the rest of their lives – 
jobs, family, errands, medical 
care, social events. 

Make no mistake, the fight is 
on. I encourage everyone to get 
involved. Let the state know 
we’ve had our fill of shabby 
service. We cannot afford an-
other round of pushing this off 
until tomorrow.

environmental asset,” said 
Mayor Stephanie M. Burke of 
Medford.

"Arlington is committed to 
improving the water quality of 
its tributaries through active 
stormwater management,” said 
Town Manager Adam Chap-
delaine of Arlington. “Storm-
water management strategies 
that Arlington is pursuing in-
clude investing more in green 
infrastructure, educating resi-
dents and property owners on 
proper stormwater practices, 
assessing local stormwater 
regulations for opportunities 
for improvement, and working 
with surrounding communi-
ties to coordinate management 
across the watershed."

"The Mystic River is an 
important natural asset to 
Somerville and our neighbor-
ing communities and it's en-
couraging to see steady prog-
ress in its water quality,” said 

Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone 
of Somerville. “Somerville is 
committed to continuing to 
work with our neighbors to 
improve the river's health."

“We are happy to be part of the 
renaissance of the Mystic River,” 
said MWRA Executive Direc-
tor Fred Laskey.
Background

The report card grades issued 
annually for the Mystic River 
by the EPA are based on the 
level of bacterial contamination 
found in samples collected by 
MyRWA volunteers over the 
past year at 15 monitoring sites 
throughout the entire water-
shed, as well as data collected at 
numerous locations by the Mas-
sachusetts Water Resources Au-
thority (MWRA). The grades 
are calculated using a three-year 
rolling average, allowing for a 
more complete and accurate as-
sessment of recent water quality 
that addresses weather variabili-

ty from year to year.
For the past several years, the 

EPA, in partnership with the 
MassDEP has had an active en-
forcement program focused on 
finding sources of bacteria in the 
Mystic. Through innovative ap-
proaches to field testing and lab-
oratory methods, EPA has been 
able to identify sources of illicit 
discharges and require commu-
nities to find and fix illegal con-
nections. This work has prevent-
ed more than 43,000 gallons per 
day of sewage from entering the 
Mystic River watershed.

More work is scheduled for 
these tributaries. Many com-
munities are actively investi-
gating their discharges and are 
completing repairs to their san-
itary and storm sewer systems, 
which will prevent tens of thou-
sands of gallons more of sewage 
from discharging to the river 
during rain events.

In addition to bacterial con-

tamination, the Mystic River 
watershed also suffers from ex-
cess nutrients, primarily phos-
phorus, entering the river from 
stormwater. EPA, MassDEP, 
MyRWA and several other 
partner agencies are nearing 
the completion of a two-year 
study that will help determine 
how much phosphorus must 
be reduced to meet water qual-
ity standards and the most 
cost-effective means of achiev-
ing those reductions.

In support of that effort, EPA 
has deployed a water monitoring 
buoy in front of the Blessing of 
the Bay Boathouse in the City of 
Somerville capable of measuring 
– in real time – a host of water 
quality parameters including 
temperature, dissolved oxygen, 
pH, turbidity, conductance, and 
chlorophyll and helps the agen-
cy track cyanobacteria (blue-
green algae) blooms. Data from 
this buoy – and from the water 

quality sampling program on 
the Mystic River that led to the 
grades in this report card – can 
be found on the EPA’s Mystic 
River website at http://www.
epa.gov/mysticriver.

This report card is part of 
the EPA’s long-term effort 
to improve this vital water-
way through support for the 
Mystic River Watershed Ini-
tiative Steering Committee. 
The Steering Committee was 
formed to help foster a stra-
tegic, community-driven ap-
proach to water quality im-
provement and includes EPA 
and MyRWA representatives, 
as well as representatives from 
other federal and state agencies 
and numerous public advoca-
cy groups and municipalities 
from throughout the area.

More information on EPA’s 
Mystic River Watershed Initia-
tive, go to: http://www.epa.gov/
mysticriver.

Annual report card shows good water quality in main stem of the 
Mystic River in 2018   CONT. FROM PG 9

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/thesomervilletimes
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Movie Nights in the Park are brought to 
you by East Somerville Main Streets 
in collaboration with the Arlington In-
ternational Film Festival. Enjoy the 
summer evening as Chuckie Harris 
Park is turned into an outdoor movie 
theater. This year's films include: Heart 
of Sky, Heart of Earth on Friday, July 
12. The film follows six young Maya in 
Guatemala and Chiapas through their 
daily and ceremonial life, revealing their 
determination to resist the destruction 
of their culture and environment. Pre-
film discussion panel at 7:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the film at sundown (around 
8:30 p.m.); New Immigrant & Refugee 
Vision Films on Friday, August 9. This 
is a collection of documentary films by 
and about new immigrants. The stories 
produced provide a unique insider per-
spective on the integration challenges 
faced by immigrants and the contribu-
tions they make to our culture, economy 
and social fabric. Pre-film discussion 
panel at 7:30 p.m., followed by the film 
at sundown (around 8:30 p.m.); Arling-
ton International Film Festival Youth 
Shorts on Friday, September 6. The 
festival was founded in 2010, its mission 
being “to foster appreciation for different 

cultures by exploring the lives of people 
around the globe through independent 
film — to nurture the next generation 
of filmmakers.” AIFF is a jury festival 
welcoming submissions of feature length 
and short films. A selection of the Youth 
award winners from the festival will be 
shown. Pre-film discussion panel at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the film at sundown 
(around 7:30 p.m.).

***********************
Join the City of Somerville, City 
Councilors Jesse Clingan, Ben Ew-
en-Campen, and Matt McLaughlin, 
and the Gilman Square Neighborhood 
Association for a community meet-
ing on Monday, July 15, to discuss the 
implementation of the Gilman Square 
Neighborhood Plan. The meeting will 
be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the 
Winter Hill Community Innovation 
School, 115 Sycamore Street. For more 
info and to view the plan, visit www.
somervillebydesign.com. If you have any 
questions about the meeting, contact 
Sue Thomas atSThomas@somerville-
ma.gov, or 617-625-6600 ext. 2561.

***********************
The annual SomerMovie Fest is back 
with free, family-friendly films starting 

just after sunset. Showings are sched-
uled every Thursday evening at dusk 
from July 11 to August 29. Screenings 
will take place at different locations 
around the city, and you can see the 
full schedule on the city's website www.
somervillema.gov.

***********************
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Ward 2 
City Councilor J.T. Scott, and Ward 
3 City Councilor Ben Ewen-Campen 
invite you to a public meeting for an 
update on the Somerville Ave. Utili-
ties and Streetscape Improvements 
project and ongoing construction in 
the Union Square area. The meet-
ing will be held Thursday, July 18, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Academy Room at the 
Somerville Public Safety Building, 
220 Washington St. Project staff will 
outline progress of construction thus 
far and the planned sequence of work 
through the rest of the year. For more 
information about this project, please 
visit somervilleMA.gov/Somervil-
leAve, email construction@Somervil-
leMA.gov, or call the Engineering De-
partment at 617-625-6600 ext. 5400.

***********************
Looking for a job as a real estate pro-

fessional here in the Greater Boston 
area and Somerville? Contact Century 
21 North East – Norton Group RE, 
699 Broadway Somerville Ball Square. 
Phone 617-623-6600 or email donald-
fnorton@gmail.com. Century 21 North 
East has over 45 offices here in Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New Hampshire and Maine. It's the 
fastest growing company around, head-
ed by Jimmy D’Amico, originally from 
Chelsea. Find out why so far, since Janu-
ary 1 of this year, over 100 agents – both 
new and existing – have joined with 
C21 North East's more than 800 agents. 
It’s all about family and good business 
sense. A grand opening will be coming 
up sometime soon. 

***********************
The Somerville City Club manager 
Donny Johnson is looking all the time 
for new members to join the club, if 
you think you’d be interested give him 
a call at 617-623-9340. It's a great local 
club for the residents of Somerville, and 
has been around now for over 40 years, 
their location on Innerbelt Road. Plenty 
of parking and a very nice hall for rent, 
some say the best deal in Somerville. Call 
and ask for details at 617-623-9340.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
At first blush, it may seem like a rea-
sonably good idea. A high tech tool to 
help the good guys catch the bad guys. 
Is it as simple as that? Of course not. It 
is indeed "complicated."

Many scientific studies have confirmed 
that the technology behind facial rec-
ognition systems is far from perfected. 
Horror stories abound involving wildly 
inaccurate matches being made, often at 
the expense of people of color. That alone 

should disqualify the technology as a via-
ble option for utilization by law enforce-
ment, security services, and others.

To put it simply, unless it works in a 
mostly flawless and unbiased way, it just 
shouldn't be considered for use by com-
munities such as ours.

One wonders, though, if the technol-
ogy will ever overcome its limitations. 
Perhaps in time, as artificial intelligence 
becomes more sophisticated, the pro-

cessing of the visual information gath-
ered will be more accurately performed. 
But is this a given certainty? How can we 
know for sure?

At this particular time, we have to admit 
that we just aren't there yet. This technol-
ogy can do amazing things, but mistakes 
are still being made. Is it fair to the certain 
percentage of people who are subject to 
false identifications to go ahead with it, 
just because it seems to work most of the 

time? It just doesn't seem so.
Unless and until the technology is prov-

en to be accurate in its operation at a far 
higher rate, it really has no place in our 
society. We have been chasing and catch-
ing the bad guys for a long time without 
the benefit of having this thing. We can 
function quite a while longer without it. 
Let's wait and see if we can get it right be-
fore plunging headlong into an unknown 
future that we may come to regret.
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2019 Fourth of 
July celebration

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos

The Annual Fourth of July Fireworks with live entertain-
ment took place on Thursday, June 27,  at Trum Field in 
Somerville.

The entertainment lineup for the celebration includes 
performances by the USO Metropolitan New York 
Performers and local Disco-Funk band Booty Vortex, 
leading up to a 20-minute fireworks display beginning 
at approximately 9:15 p.m.

Photos by Bobbie Toner



Matthew Sweet and Tommy 
Keene show in Boston five years 
ago). That will change when the 
trio – along with guitarist Jason 
Victor – plays POP in Provi-
dence on July 5 and ONCE the 
following night.

Menck recently spoke by phone 
to The Somerville Times from his 
home near Minneapolis, MN.

The Somerville Times: 
What prompted Velvet Crush 
to get together for a few shows 
this year?

Ric Menck: We’d been talking 
about it for a while. We used to 
have a guy who played lead guitar 
for us named Tommy Keene. He 
was in the band for quite some 
time. For years he had tried to 
encourage us to get back togeth-

er and we put it off and put it off. 
And then just as we began the 
process Tommy died, which was 
shocking. Then we figured we re-
ally gotta do it now, for Tommy 
and for our own sake. About a year 
ago, Jeffrey and Paul came here to 
Minneapolis and we ran through 
the songs for a couple days and it 
was super fun. The hardest part’s 
been trying to get everyone to-
gether, because Paul lives in Japan 
now with his wife and kids.

TST: How did drums become 
your instrument of choice?

RM: When I started getting 
into rock music heavily, I was 
just drawn to the drums more 
than any other instrument. Also, 
when I sat down to play them 
the very first time, it was almost 

like I knew how to do it. Noth-
ing had ever been so easy in my 
life as that, so I sort of took that 
as a sign that this was a think 
that I should be doing.

TST: Who was your favorite 
drummer?

RM: At the time I was living in 
a little town, a northwest suburb 
of Chicago called Barrington. It’s 
not far from Rockport, where 
Cheap Trick are from. We kind 
of knew about them before the 
rest of the world did. All my 
friends and I were really in-
spired by them. Bun E. [Carlos, 
drummer] was, even more than 
Ringo or Charlie Watts, the first 
drummer who made me think, 
that guy is the coolest, greatest 
drummer ever. There’s no way I 
am or will ever be as good, but 
he was a major, major influence 
to me. Still is.

TST: Which Velvet Crush al-
bum would you say is your per-
sonal favorite and which do you 
think is underrated?

RM: The one that we’re most 
proud of is Teenage Symphonies 
to God, and then closely behind 
that would be the first album, In 

the Presence of Greatness. Those 
are probably my two favorites, 
I guess. The one that I think is 
probably the most underrated is 
the very last one we made, called 
Stereo Blues. At that point Jeffrey 
was no longer in the band. It was 
just me and Paul. It was the last 
album we made before we took 
the 20-some-year hiatus. I think 
that is actually a really cool re-
cord, but by the time it came out, 
I think we had just lost the ener-
gy and drive. I don’t think any-
body really heard it that much.

TST: How did you become 
the author of a 33-1/3 Series 
book about the Byrds album The 
Notorious Byrd Brothers?

RM: That came about because 
I’m really good friends with this 
guy called Joe Pernice, who’s 
from Boston. He had written 
one of those books, and we were 
talking one day and he said that 
I should do one. I didn’t even 
know if I could do it, but he said 
to submit a proposal and if they 
say no, you’re off the hook. But 
they didn’t say no, they said yes, 
so then I actually had to! It was 
a challenge, but it was fun. I en-

joyed doing it. As a kid, I liked 
The Byrds more than I liked The 
Beatles. For me, they were like 
the perfect band. They always 
meant a lot to me going way 
back to before I was a teenager, 
and that album in particular al-
ways intrigued me.

TST: How likely is it that Velvet 
Crush will record new material?

RM: Oh, very. I don’t think it 
will be for a while, but we’re defi-
nitely going to do that eventu-
ally. I mean, the whole point of 
doing this is to sort of get Velvet 
Crush up and running again so 
that we could play periodically 
whenever the situation arises. 
So after these shows, we’re go-
ing to Japan towards the end of 
the year to play shows. We used 
to be very popular in Japan. We 
played really big places and we’d 
go there frequently for many 
years. After that, we’ll probably 
do other live stuff.

Velvet Crush, Sleepyhead, Hilk-
en Mancini & Chris Colbourn, 
and DJ Ty Sesso at ONCE 
Lounge, 156 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, Saturday, July 6. Show 
at 8:00 p.m.

14••JULY 3, 2019

www.somervillema.com
www.medfordma.com

Ms. Cam’s

#686Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What was the first 
newspaper to print the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence?

2.  Who will headline the 
2019 Boston Pops Fire-
works Spectacular?

3.  Who was the first 
woman to be inducted 
into the World Football 
Hall of Fame?

4.  Who had a portion 
of their ashes buried in a 
Pringles can?

5.  In Game of Thrones, 
who is Aegon the Con-
queror?

6.  What three colors ap-
pear on the Italian flag?

7.  What U.S. President 

said, "Every constitution, 
then, and every law, natu-
rally expires at the end of 
nineteen years"?

8.  When was the last Tug 
of War event held at the 
Summer Olympics?

9.  What president was 
shot outside the Washing-
ton Hilton Hotel?

10.  In what years did 
Walt Disney himself pro-
vide the voice for Minnie 
Mouse?

11.  What is the most 
common street name in 
the United States?

12.  In what movie would 
you find this famous line, 
"After all, tomorrow is 
another day!"?

Answers on page 23 Celebrate Somerville’s Haitian community
Join the City of Somerville’s SomerViva Office of 
Immigrant Affairs, the Somerville Arts Council, and 
local non-profit organization Haitians United in a 
celebration of Somerville’s Haitian community. Enjoy 
a night of art, music, dance, and food on Saturday, July 
6, from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the Center for Arts at 
the Armory, 191 Highland Ave.

Haitian art will be available for purchase from ama-
teur and professional artists from the Haitian Artists 
Assembly of Massachusetts and world-renowned painter Charlot Lucien will give a presentation 
on the history of Haitian art. Haitians United dancers will be performing and teaching tech-
niques of folklò (traditional Haitian dancing) while Noche Latina Dance Group will demon-
strate modern konpa dance. Don’t forget your dancing shoes so you can join in.

Local Haitian/Carribean restaurant Pikliz International Kitchen will be selling food and alco-
holic drinks will be available for purchase for attendees 21 and older. To finish the night, enjoy a 
performance by locally- and internationally-known Rara band (a percussion band) and musician 
and television host King Bobo. This event is free and open to all.

Putting the band back together   CONT. FROM PG 1
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE 

TIMES, CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010 FAX: 617.628.0422 Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website: www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

ADVERTISEMENT

The Somerville Housing Authority invites sealed bids for Locksmith 
Services for install and repair of locks and other locksmith duties 
as needed, in various State and Federally Funded housing develop-
ments at various locations throughout Somerville Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the documents prepared by the SHA Purchasing 
Department.

The Project consists of installing and/or repairing of Locks and other 
locksmith duties as needed.

The work is estimated at $65,000.00 for 3 years.

This is a Three-year contract

Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J & to minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive.

General Bids will be received until 11:00 a.m. on July 18, 2019 and pub-
licly opened, forthwith at Somerville Housing Authority's, Administra-
tion Bldg., 30 Memorial Road, Somerville, MA 01245.

Bid Forms and Contract Documents are available for downloaded 
from SHA web site at www.sha-web.org. Bid Opportunities-tab or at 
Somerville Housing Authority, Administration Offices, 30 Memorial 
Road, Somerville, MA 02145 after 10:00 A.M. on July 03, 2019. There 
will be no charge for these documents. You must register by email at 
tonyc@sha-web.org to receive any updates.

General Bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit or bid bond that is 
not less than 5% of the greatest possible bid amount (considering any 
alternates) and made payable to the Somerville Housing Authority.

For projects with a bids exceeding $25,000.00 Performance Bond and 
Payment Bond in the amount of 100% of total of maximum amount are 
required by the award contractor.

Bids may be mailed or dropped off to Somerville Housing Authority, 
Purchasing Department, 30 Memorial Road, Somerville, MA 02145 and 
must be received before the time specified. SHA is not responsible for 
lost or late bids.

A site visit is scheduled at 9:00 a.m. on July 9, 2019. All interested par-
ties will meet at Somerville Housing Authority, Administration Build-
ing, 30 Memorial Road, Somerville, MA 02145. Site visit not required.  
Prior notification that you are interested in attending the site visit is 
required. Please notify Anthony Crespo at 617-625-1152 extension 336 
or email Tonyc@sha-web.org if you are attending.
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Stephen Stenson to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee for Sallie Mae Home Loans, Inc., dated 
May 16, 2006, and recorded in Middlesex County (Southern District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 47461, at Page 79, as affected by Loan Mod-
ification Agreement, dated May 18, 2018, and recorded in said Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 71239, at Page 459, of which mortgage Bayview 
Loan Servicing, LLC is the present holder, by Assignment of Mortgage 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
Sallie Mae Home Loans, Inc. to JPMorgan Chase Bank, National As-
sociation, dated February 25, 2015, and recorded in said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 65008, at Page 89, as further assigned by JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. to Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC by Assignment of 
Mortgage dated July 1, 2016 and recorded in said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 67657, at Page 336, for breach of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 12:00 o’clock P.M. on the 30th day of July, 2019 on the mort-
gaged premises located at 170 Walnut Street, Somerville, Middlesex 
County, Massachusetts, all and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:

The land in Somerville, Middlesex County, Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, with the buildings thereon situated, being known and 
numbered 170-R Walnut Street, being Lot 6 on a plan entitled “Plan of 
Land in Somerville, Massachusetts, T. Corcoran, Civil Engineer, dated 
January 9, 1952,” and recorded with Middlesex South District Regis-
try of Deeds, Book 7853, Page 547; being a resubdivision of land as 
shown on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Somerville, Massachusetts, 
belonging to the Estate of Albert E. Kenneson” dated June 3, 1935, 
John Falvey, C.E., duly recorded with Middlesex South District Regis-
try of Deeds, Book 5943, Page 293, and more particularly bounded and 
described as follows:
Lot 6:
BEGINNING at a point where Lot 5 adjoins Lot 6 on said plan, eighty-
one and 17/100 (81.17) feet;
THENCE Northwesterly of the Northeasterly side of said Walnut 
Street;
THENCE Northwesterly by Lot 7 on said plan, fifty-three and 73/100 
(53.73) feet;
THENCE Southwesterly by land of owners unknown, forty-two and 
45/100 (42.45) feet;
THENCE Southeasterly by land now or formerly of Anna White and/or 
Margaret A. Johnson, fifty-six and 52/100 (56.52) feet;
THENCE Northeasterly by Lot 5 on said plan forty-two and 90/100 
(42.90) feet to the point and place of BEGINNING.
Containing two thousand three hundred forty-nine (2,349) square feet 
of land, more or less, according to said plan and numbered 170-R Wal-
nut Street.
For title see Deed recorded in B. 42100, P. 243

In the event of any typographical error and/or discrepancy between 
the legal description set forth herein in the legal description of the 
premises, the description as set forth and contained in the mortgage 
shall control by reference. 

The Mortgagee reserves the right to postpone the sale to a later date 
by public proclamation at the time and date appointed for the sale and 
to further postpone at any adjourned sale date by public proclamation 
at the time and date appointed for the adjourned sale date.

Said premises will be sold subject to and with the benefit of all re-
strictions, easements, improvements, outstanding tax titles, mortgag-
es, liens, rights of tenants and parties in possession, unpaid taxes, 
municipal liens, and other public taxes, assessments or liens, having 
priority over the mortgage described herein, if any, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, easements, improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the deed or otherwise noticed at the sale.

In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall 
default in purchasing the within described property according to the 
terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of 
Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves 
the right to sell the property by Foreclosure Deed to the second high-
est bidder provided that the second highest bidder shall deposit with 
the Mortgagee’s attorneys, O’Connell, Attmore & Morris, LLC, the 
amount of the required deposit as set forth herein within three (3) 
business days after written notice of default of the previous highest 
bidder and title shall be conveyed to said second highest bidder with-
in twenty (20) days of said written notice.

Terms of sale: A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000) by certified 
or bank check will be required to be paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale. The balance is to be paid by certified or bank 
check at the law office of O’Connell, Attmore & Morris, LLC, 1500 Main 
Street, Suite 1710, P.O. Box 15309, Springfield, MA 01115 within thirty 
(30) days from the date of sale. Deed will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of the purchase price.

Other terms, if any, to be announced at the sale.

Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC,
Present holder of said mortgage
its Attorneys,
O’Connell, Attmore & Morris, LLC
1500 Main Street, Suite 1710
P.O. Box 15309
Springfield, MA  01115
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The Somerville Licensing Commission is accepting applications un-
der Chapter 142, acts of 2016 for:
TWO available All Forms 7 Day Restaurant Licenses or Wine and 
Malt Restaurant Licenses for restaurants in Assembly Square District 
Area, FIVE available All Forms 7 Day Restaurant Licenses and TWO 
available Wine and Malt Restaurant Licenses for the Enhancement 
Area(s), TWO available All Forms 7 Day Restaurant Licenses for the 
City Wide Area (s)
Interested Parties may obtain applications online at Somervillema.
gov. ABCC applications must be filed (by paper application) obtained 
from www.mass.gov/abcc/. The deadline for applications will be: 
Monday, July 22, 2019 by 10:00AM for the August 19, 2019 Hearing

Kindly contact the Somerville Licensing Commission at ljbatzek@
somervillema.gov, for further details or deadlines for any upcoming 
Hearing Dates not listed above.
CITY AND ABCC APPLICATONS MUST BE COMPLETE OR THEY WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED.

For the Commission
Christopher Allen

Joseph P. Lynch Jr.
John J. McKenna

Attest: Lori Batzek
Administrative Assistant
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A Public Hearing for all persons interested will be given by the Somer-
ville Licensing Commission on Monday, July 15, 2019 in the Senior 
Center, Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA 
at 6:00PM on the Application of a 7 Day All Forms Alcohol Restaurant 
License for the Enhancement Area to Bow Street Charm Corp d/b/a 
Yoi Sushi & Chinese Restaurant, and an Entertainment by Devices Li-
cense, for 16 Bow St., Somerville, MA

For the Commission
Christopher Allen

Joseph P. Lynch Jr.
John J. McKenna

Attest: Lori Batzek
Administrative Assistant
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
CITY COUNCIL

There will be a Public Hearing before the City Council's Committee on 
Licenses and Permits on Wednesday, July 10, 2019, at 6:00 PM, in the 
Committee Room on the 2nd Floor of City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, on 
the petition of JAR36, Inc., dba Papa John's Pizzeria, for an Extended 
Operating Hours License at 622 Somerville Avenue, to remain open 
until 1 AM Sunday through Thursday nights, and until 2 AM Friday 
through Saturday nights, for take-out and delivery service only.

You and other members of the public are invited to attend and be 
heard at this Hearing. If you are unable to attend, you may send your 
comments by US mail or by email to the City Clerk, at 93 Highland 
Avenue, Somerville, MA, 02143, or at cityclerk@somervillema.gov, but 
they must arrive no later than 12 Noon on the day of the hearing, in 
order to be sure they are conveyed to the Committee.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

JOHN J. LONG
CITY CLERK
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

GEORGE J. PROAKIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, 2nd Floor Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue.

*** Cases are sometimes postponed to later dates. Check the ZBA agendas online 48 hours prior to the hearing start time to check the status of 
the case in which you are interested.***

117 Summer Street (ZBA 2019-65): Applicant and Owner, Riverside Community Care, seeks a Special Permit under §4.4.1 of the SZO to increase the 
non-conforming FAR and a Variance for parking relief. RA and RB zones. Ward 3.

25 Ivaloo Street (ZBA 2019-66): Applicants and Owners, Tuesday Thomas & Can Keskin seek a Special Permit under §4.4.1 of the SZO to substan-
tially alter a non-conforming structure by razing the structure and rebuilding a single-family residence. *The Applicants/Owners received ZBA 
approval for this project in 2017 under project number ZBA 2016-145. The special permits have since expired and the Applicants/Owners seek to 
re-activate those special permits. RB zone. Ward 2.

20-24 Rush Street (ZBA 2016-140-R1-5/19): Applicant and Owner, Jonathan Lee/Buck Lee Real Estate Development, seeks relief under §5.3.8 of the 
SZO to revise a previously-granted Special Permit. RB zone. Ward 1.

36 Summer Street (ZBA 2019-56): Applicant, MF Dulock, Inc., and Owners, Michael F. Dulock and Maureen E. Gaffney, seek a special permit under 
SZO §4.5.1 to change from one nonconforming use (a laundromat) into another nonconforming use (butcher shop). Parking relief under Article 9 is 
also required. RB Zone. Ward 3.

54 Myrtle Street (ZBA 2019-53): Applicants and Owners, Christiane Bode-Boezio and Alessandro Boezio, seek a special permit under SZO §4.4.1 to 
alter a nonconforming structure by construction a two-story addition within the left side yard. RB Zone. Ward 1.

7 Oak Street (ZBA 2019-01): Applicant, Dalfior Development, Inc., and Owner, Joseph Trofimow, Trustee of the Trofimow Family Realty Trust, seeks 
a special permit with site plan review under SZO §7.2 to erect a second principal structure on the lot. The existing structure is proposed to become 
a single family dwelling and the proposed structure is proposed to be a two-family dwelling. A special permit under SZO §9.13 for parking relief is 
also required. RB Zone. Ward 2.

11 Rossmore Street (ZBA 2019-41): Applicant / Owner, The Rossmore LLC, seeks a special permit with site plan review under SZO §7.2 to erect a 
second principal structure on the lot. The proposal is to demolish the existing structure and build a new single family dwelling and a two-family 
dwelling. A special permit under SZO §9.13 for parking relief is also required. RB Zone. Ward 2.

***
Submittals may be viewed in-person in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located on the third floor of City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30pm www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. 

As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda on the City’s website or call before attending a meeting. Continued cases will 
not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments 
by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Sarah Lewis, Planning Director
As published in The Somerville Times on 7/3/19 & 7/10/19 
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Each school would then be required to conduct at least 
two lockdown drills and one safety briefing for students 
and staff each school year. Currently, Massachusetts 
schools are required to conduct at least four fire drills 
per year, but there is no similar requirement for prepar-
ing for other critical incidents such as shooters.

“This is a very common sense bill,” said sponsor 
Shawn Dooley (R-Franklin). “One of my local police 
chiefs informed me that although some towns practice 
drills many do not. We mandate fire drills so children 
and teachers know what to do, so why wouldn’t we 
want to practice when our school is faced with other 
types of emergencies?”

BAN ON NATIVE-AMERICAN SCHOOL MAS-
COTS (H 443) – The Education Committee’s hearing 
also included legislation that bans the use of any Native 
American mascot by a public school including names 
like Redskins, Savages, Indians, Chiefs, Chieftains and 
Braves. Currently more than 30 schools in the Bay State 
use Native American mascots. The measure would allow 
schools to continue to use uniforms or other materials 
bearing the banned name, logo or mascot, if they were 
purchased before the date of the ban, and if the school 
does not buy anything new with the banned logo.

Supporters say the use of these symbols is demeaning 
to Native Americans and stereotypes them as savages. 
They said this decision should not be left up to local 
communities and noted a statewide ban will ensure that 
no schools use these offensive symbols.

“The ban on Native American mascots … represents a 
prime opportunity for us to celebrate our collective her-
itage in ways that bring us together and bring healing,” 
said the bill’s sponsor Rep. Nika Elugardo (D-Boston) 
“It’s an opportunity for Massachusetts to lead once again 
on the cutting edge of living out our shared value of jus-
tice for all.”

Some opponents say the mascots honor Native Ameri-
cans by emphasizing positive traits like a fighting spirit, 

bravery, pride and dedication. Others say this is a deci-
sion that should be made by individual cities and towns.
“The citizens, both native and non-native in my district, 
had a debate when this piece of legislation was proposed 
years ago and overwhelmingly supported saving the mas-
cot from elimination, [and] instead teaching the history 
of the Wamesit [Native American Tribe] people,” said 
Rep. Dave Roberston (D-Tewksbury) an opponent of 
the ban. “The Greater Lowell Indian Cultural Associa-
tion spoke positively on the matter, and as representative 
I carry their concerns with me to Beacon Hill every day. 
I hope the towns and cities with such mascots work with 
their local tribes to celebrate and educate us on those 
who lived here before in a shared manner.

QUOTABLE QUOTES - Environmental Edition

“As an advocate, an attorney, and a homeowner near 
the state’s biggest landfill, I am here today with my 
colleagues to say, we are heading in the wrong direc-
tion. We produce too much waste, its disposal is dirty 
and dangerous, and exporting our trash somewhere 
else is not the answer.” — Kirstie Pecci, Director of the 
Zero Waste Program at the Conservation Law Center, 
calling on Gov. Charlie Baker to turn the upcoming 
2020-2030 Solid Waste Master Plan into a Zero Waste 
Master Plan for Massachusetts.

“Out of the billions of plastic bags used each year in 
America for an average of 12 minutes, only 1 percent are 
recycled. Most end up in landfills or incinerators, or as 
litter in the environment. Plastic bags take at least 500 
years or more to degrade and are ingested by wildlife and 
humans alike.” — MASSPIRG Executive Director Janet 
Domenitz urging passage of the bill restricting single-use 
plastic grocery bags.

 “Municipal light plants are a true asset to the common-
wealth that have leveraged their unique combination of 
flexibility, expertise and local decision-making authori-
ty to be early adopters in the state's clean energy future. 
I commend the Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale 
Electric Company and their members and look forward 

to working with you to facilitate further opportunities to 
build upon your clean energy accomplishments to date.” 
— Rep. Tom Golden (D-Lowell), Chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of June 24-28, the House  met for a to-
tal of four hours and five minutes while the Senate met 
for a total of six hours and 56 minutes.

Mon. June 24 House 11:05 a.m. to 11:25 a.m.
 Senate 11:20 a.m. to 12:33 p.m.

Tues. June 25 No House session
 No Senate session 

Wed. June 26 No House session 
 No Senate session 

Thurs. June 27 House  11:06 a.m. to 2:51 p.m.   
 Senate 11:12 a.m. to 4:55 p.m.  

Fri. June 28 No House session
 No Senate session 

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued from page 7

Thank you for supporting Elder
Abuse Awareness Month 2019 

By Norah Al-Wetaid and 
Susan Pacheco

Roughly 10 percent of older 
adults have experienced some 
form of elder abuse or neglect – 
but less than one out of every 14 
cases is reported to authorities.

Abuse and neglect know no 
boundaries and all too often 
go unnoticed. And we would 
like to thank those in our 
community who have come 
together to try and change 
that during Elder Abuse 
Awareness Month 2019. 

This was the fifth straight year 
that the Cambridge Council on 
Aging and Somerville-Cam-
bridge Elder Services put a 
spotlight on these issues for the 
month of June. Joining with oth-
er local organizations and con-
cerned residents, we distributed 
3,000 fact sheets and purple 
ribbons, which are the symbol of 
elder abuse awareness. We also 

hosted a great community dis-
cussion about common links be-
tween abuse, neglect, and mental 
health. Our thanks to everyone 
who helped make it happen. 

But to be effective, elder abuse 
awareness can’t be something we 
only revisit once each year. Tru-
ly making a difference requires 
knowing elder abuse, the signs, 
and how to take action if there 
are concerns.

Elder abuse can be physical, 
emotional, sexual, or financial. It 
also includes neglect and self-ne-
glect. These issues affect elders 
across all income levels, cultures, 
gender, and races. 

The most common signs of 
abuse or neglect are:
• Unexplained financial loss
• Unexplained bruises or in-
juries
• Isolation
• Verbal abuse or threats
• Changes in mood or behavior
• Rapid decline in health

• Sudden confusion 
• Unexplained weight loss
• Neglected care needs
• Hesitation to speak openly
• Frequent unpaid or overdue 
bills

If you have concerns about 
elder abuse or neglect, call the 
Massachusetts Elder Abuse 
Hotline at 1-800-922-2275. All 
calls are confidential, and the 
hotline is a gateway to your local 
Elder Protective Services pro-
gram, which works to eliminate 
or alleviate abuse or neglect of 
adults aged 60 and over. 

Elder Protective Services 
investigates reports of abuse, 
working with older adults and 
other stakeholders to mitigate 
risk factors. Crisis interven-
tion, safety planning, referrals 
to services, housing loss pre-
vention and harm reduction 
strategies are just some of the 
ways they can help.

Once again, our thanks to ev-

eryone who has helped spread 
this message. Elder abuse is 
present in our community. But 
by working together we can 
make a difference.
_________________________

Susan Pacheco is director of the 
Cambridge Council on Aging, 
which works to promote the 
health and independence of lo-

cal older adults by providing 
meaningful social and recre-
ational options. Norah Al-We-
taid, LICSW is a Senior Elder 
Protective Services Case Worker 
at Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services, a non-profit dedicated 
to supporting the independence 
and well-being of older adults 
and people with disabilities. 

Connections between mental health and elder abuse were the focus of an elder abuse 
awareness event at the Cambridge Council on Aging (CCA) on June 20. This is the 
fifth straight year that CCA and Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services have teamed 
up to promote Elder Abuse Awareness Month.



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|July 3

East Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Saturday|July 6

Central Library
Echokids Music Concert 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.|79 High-
land Ave

Tuesday|July 9

Somerville Community Baptist 
Church
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.| 31 College 
Ave

East Branch Library
Lego Club! 
2 p.m.-4 p.m.|115 Broadway

Wednesday|July 10

East Branch Library
Howl at the Moon with a Wild 
Thing Tune! 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library
Healthy Eating Storytime 
3 p.m.- 4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

VOX Pop
Pajama Storytime! at VOX Pop 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.| 431 Artisan 
Way

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|July 3

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room:Americana Session 
with: Grain Thief|9 p.m. 
Backroom: Roland Pearsall, Mike 
Hastings Band|7  p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok Allstars 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Heterofobia 
Cremalleras 
Dame 
St. Ripper 
Loretta 
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Open Mic with Mike Morrissey 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Thursday|July 4

Sally O’Brien’s
Red White & Bluegrass Jam with 
David Rizutti 
7:30 p.m.|335 Somerville 
Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room:Americana Session 
with Matt Borrello, Mike Verge & 
Company |7 p.m. 
Back Room:Scattershots|10 p.m.

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Closed 
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Taproom Closed for 4th of July 
14 Tyler Street

Friday|July 5

Sally O’Brien’s
David Johnston Band|6 p.m.  
Hear Now Live / Tiny Oak present 
The Last Love, Afterlife Garage, 
Austin Bullock - $10 cover|9pm  
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room: Irish Session|9:30 
p.m. 
Backroom: Verdegree, Ethan 
Lally|7 p.m. 
Jimmys Down| 10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Once Somerville
Modern Painters Album Release 
with Fish House|6 p.m. 
Fish House 
Froth|9 p.m. 
Versing 
156 Highland Ave

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Visiting Wine 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Shit-faced Shakespeare®: Mac-
beth 
7 p.m.|255 Elm St

Saturday|July 6

Sally O’Brien’s
Stan Martin Band|6 p.m. 
The Worried, Nat Freedburg & 
The Devil Rockin Band, The Hi-
End - $10 cover|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room:Bluegrass Session|2 
p.m.Hunter Americana|5 p.m.|Ir-
ish Session|2 p.m. 
Back Room: Rachel Baldwin, Low 
Ceilings Sappho and The Radish-
es|7p.m. 

Pop Disaster|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Kairo5 with special guest Foz 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Velvet Crush 
Sleepyhead, Hilken Mancini & 
Chris Colbourn, DJ Ty Jesso 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Singer-Songwriter Summer 
Saturday Series Kickoff: Rachel 
Sumner| 2 p.m. 
Bradley Copper Kettle and 
Friends| 8 p.m. 
14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Rick and Friends  
10 a.m.|Café 
Jake McKelvie and Tyler Berd with 
Puppy Problems  
8 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
Shit-faced Shakespeare®: Mac-
beth|7 p.m. 
Smoke & Shadows: Burlesque 
and Variety show|9:30 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Sunday|July 7

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
brunch with the Roundtable 
Acoustic Series|11 a.m. 
The Natural Wonders|4:30 p.m. 
African Night, SambaLolo and 
guests|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room: John Gannon & 
Friends|2 p.m., Alan Kaufman 
& Friends|6 p.m., Los Goutos|9 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Purple Moon live in Union 
Square, Somerville! 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

Once Somerville
ONCE More With Feeling! Bestest 
Buffy Summer Bash & Singalong 
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Pretty Saro 
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Monday|July 8

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Com-
edy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room: Bur-Run|6:45 
p.m., Run, Helena Delaney & 
Friends|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room: Irish Session with 
Frank Horrigan|6 p.m. 
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Jimmy James Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Vale 
Dzö-nga 
9 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Queer Tango 
6:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|July 9

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Christian McNeill & Tim Gearan  
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren
Front Room: Jason Anick & The 
Swingers|8:30 p.m. 
Back Room: Silver Arrow Band|8 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Ghetto People Band 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Husbands 
Union Rail 
Kyle Trocolla 
9 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Wednesday|July 10

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room:Americana Session 
with: Grain Thief|9 p.m. 
Backroom: Miss Christine & Eric 
Paul, Tom Appleman w/ Special 
Guest Avi Wisnia|7  p.m. 

Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Stacey Kelleher 
Sam Mulligan, Sarah Donner 
6 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
BayCIty 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|July 3

Central Library
Drop in Knitting and Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|July 4

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave 
(Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|July 6

Central Library
Gallery @ SPL Reception: Mapuc-
cino) 
2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Union Square Farmers Market
9 a.m.- 1 p.m.|Union Square 
Plaza

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets 
meet weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|July 7

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-
Anon Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in 
basement

Monday|July 8

East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Somerville Commission for 
Women 
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m. 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 
Club 
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Tuesday|July 9

Central Library
Learn English with the Library! 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Wednesday|July 10

Central Library
Drop in Knitting and Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland Ave
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES

Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Fridays: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 

Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway (East 
Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays – 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Thursdays – 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Fridays – 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, ext. 2335 
Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
617- 666-5223 

Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street (between 
Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 
Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851

UPCOMING EVENTS

Volunteers needed for the Engage for Brain Health 
Study. Are you starting to have problems with your 
memory or have trouble climbing stairs? Engage B 
might be right for you! 24 week study for people 60 to 
89 years of age. Call Chris at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 
or email him at ckowaleski@Somervillema.gov for ques-
tions and additional information.

Fit-4-Life Nutrition Classes – Thursday afternoons from 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with our Nutritionist Caitlin 
McAfee. Learn about our new and upcoming nutrition 
programs including, Cooking with Caitlin, Fit-4-Life 
Nutrition Class, Meal in a Mug and more. For more 
information call Caitlin at 617-625-6600, ext. 2316.

Healthy Steps – Thursdays – Holland Street from 12:30 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Healthy Steps is a therapeutic, gentle, 
movement class for anyone who needs to get moving, 
particularly anyone recovering from surgery, frail elders 
or those living with chronic fatigue or arthritis. Class is 
free. For additional information or questions to call 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300

Country Western Line Dancing – The 1st & 3rd Thurs-
day of each month- Holland Street Center . – class is 
free. No experience needed. For additional information 
or questions call at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Movie Day Monday – July 15 starting at 10:30 a.m. at 
our Holland Street Center. Instant Family starring Mark 
Wahlberg. Lunch and Bingo to follow. Please call Josie at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 to reserve your spot.

Lowell Spinners – Monday, July 15 - $35 includes trans-
portation, seating and an all you can eat BBQ. Game 
time is 7:05 p.m. Check in at Holland Street at 3:30 
p.m. with an approximate return time of 10:00 p.m. 
Please RSVP to Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Afternoon at the Reagle Theatre – The Sound of 
Music – Thursday, July 18 at 2:00 p.m. $33 per person. 
First come – first serve, space is limited, no refunds. 
Check in time is 12:30 p.m. at Holland Street with an 
approximate return time of 5:00 p.m. Payment due at 
time of reservation. Please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 
for more information.

Granite State Chocolate & Wine Tour – Tuesday, 
July 23. $89 per person. Includes luxury coach trans-
portation, Sanborn Fine Candies in Hampton Beach, 
Warren’s Lobster House for a full course luncheon and 
The Flag Hill Winery for a wine tasting. Lunch options 
are crab crusted salmon, top sirloin steak, ritzy filet of 
haddock or seafood casserole. Check in time is 8:00 
a.m. at Ralph & Jenny with an approximate return 
time of 5:30 p.m. Please RSVP to Connie at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Arts & Crafts with Judy – Wednesday, July 24 from 9:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. Bingo 
and lunch will follow. Please call 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300 for more information or to sign up.

Foxwoods Casino – Monday, July 29 - $25 per per-
son includes roundtrip transportation and a yet to be 
determined bonus package. Check in time is 7:00 a.m. 
at Holland Street and 7:30 a.m. at Ralph & Jenny with 
an approximate return time of 7:00 p.m. Sign up with 

Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Summer Sizzle Super Bingo – Wednesday, July 31 at 
our Holland Street Center. 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. $12 
includes lunch, coffee, dessert, cards and prizes. Sign up 
with Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

BBQ at the Cross Street Center – Tuesday, August 6 
starting at 10:00 a.m. 165 Broadway. Join us for a BBQ 
of hot dogs and hamburgers and Bingo too. Please call 
Maureen to RSVP at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Essex, Gloucester & Rockport – Wednesday, August 
14 - $55 per person includes motorcoach transporta-
tion, lunch and shopping on your own. Lunch at Village 
Restaurant. Lunch choices are steak tips, seafood medley 
or oven roasted chicken, Space is limited. Check in time 
is 10:00 a.m. at Holland Street with an approximate 
return time of 4:00 p.m. For more information or to sign 
up please call Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Afternoon at the Theatre – La Cage Aux Folles – 
Thursday, August 15 at 2:00 p.m. $33 per person. First 
come – first serve, space is limited, no refunds. Check 
in time is 12:30 p.m. at Holland Street with an approx-
imate return time of 5:00 p.m. Payment due at time 
of reservation. Please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 for 
more information.

Movie Day Tuesday – August 20 starting at 10:30 a.m. 
Sister Act starring Whoopi Goldberg. Lunch and Bingo 
to follow. Please call Josie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 to 
reserve your spot.

Arts & Crafts with Judy – Wednesday, August 21 from 
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. 
Bingo and lunch will follow. Please call 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300 for more information or to sign up.

BBQ at the Ralph & Jenny Center – Thursday, August 
22 starting at 10:00 a.m. 9 New Washington Street. Join 
us for a BBQ of hot dogs and hamburgers and Bingo 
too. Please call Josie or Vivian at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300 to RSVP.

Twin Rivers Casino – Monday, August 26 - $25 per 
person includes roundtrip transportation and a yet to 
be determined bonus package. Check in time is 9:00 
a.m. at Holland Street and 9:30 a.m. at Ralph & Jenny 
with an approximate return time of 6:00 p.m. For more 
information or to sign up please call Connie at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Music and Movement with Steve Gintz – August 26, 
September 30 and October 28 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at our Holland Street Center. Steve Gintz is a board 
certified music therapist and mental health clinician. 
He will inspire those with and without memory decline 
to connect with one another as we move and groove 
to music. For more information or to RSVP please call 
Ashley at 617-625-6600, ext. 2318.

Atlantic City Boys – Wednesday, September 18 at the 
Davensport Yacht Club. $69 per person includes trans-
portation, lunch, show, taxes and gratuity. Meal choice 
of stuffed breast of chicken or baked scrod. Time to be 
determined. If you require additional information, have 
any questions or want to reserve your spot please call at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

LGBTQ EVENTS

LBT Women Fit-4-Life at Holland Street Center 167 
Holland Street - Fitness class is Thursday evenings start-
ing at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - scholarships available 
& it just might be covered under your insurance. We 
have available slots and would love to have you. If you 
have any questions or require additional information, 
please contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris 
Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHED-
ULE (PLEASE CUT OUT AND SAVE)

Monday: 
Keep Moving Walking Club - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Tai Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life – 11:00 a.m. (C) 
Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Tuesday:  
Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. - $3 per class (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)  
Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 

Wednesdays:  
Fit-4-Life Group A (exercise) – 8:45 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B (exercise) - 10:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Thursdays:  
Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H)  

Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)  
Healthy Steps – 12:30 p.m. (H) 
Nutrition Class – 3:00 p.m. (H) 
LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays:  
Fit-4-Life Group A – 8:45 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H) 

Adventure Group – Please call for details

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration*

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group self-facili-
tates. Group members choose both fiction and non-fic-
tion titles on a quarterly basis. Books are available on 
reserve at the Central Branch of the Somerville Library. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call 617-625-
6600 ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call Ashley at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2318.

Conversations of the Heart – Meets bi-monthly on 
Mondays from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. at our Holland Street 
Center. Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Nata-
sha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

Cribbage Club – Meets every Monday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. This group is facilitated by volunteer Nort-
bert DeAmato. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Josie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Current Events Group – Meets every Thursday at 9:30 
a.m. Our Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group. Join a group of your peers to discuss current 
events. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group – If you have concerns 
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This 
closed group meets both in the spring and fall for 6-8 
weeks. This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim and 
Marina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional information please 
call Natasha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Lunch is served every Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 for 
sign up.

Coffee & Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Maureen 
Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy Francis, Cross 
Street Center Volunteer, work together to facilitate this 
group. Come meet people from all over the world and 
join in the discussion of a different topic every day. Con-
versation is followed by the Fit-4-Life exercise program 
and then lunch. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Game Hour – Every Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m. 
at our Cross Street Center. Join us for lunch and activi-
ties. Immediately following lunch we will have a “Game 
Hour.” Yahtzee, Sorry, Jenga, Cards, Scrabble, Check-
ers, Clue, Qwirkle, Dominoes, Uno & Connect 4 are 
available to play. Community Cooks provides us with a 
family style lunch on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays and Food 
Services provides us with lunch on the off days. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Maureen at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335.

Gardening Club – Meets the second Monday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. Vilma Sullivan, facilitates 
this group. There is a different topic each month 
ranging from gardening tips & secrets to inexpensive 
greenhouses. Group runs for approximately an hour. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call 617-625-
6600 ext. 2300.
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To advertise in
The

Somerville
Times

call
Bobbie Toner
617-666-4010

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What do elves do after school?
Their gnome work.

Upcoming VOX POP events

VOX POP is a pop up community, media & arts space that is the result of a 
collaboration between Federal Investment Realty Trust (FRIT) the property de-
veloper and owner of Assembly Row and Somerville Media Center. VOX POP 
is located at 431 Artisan Way at Assembly Row. Parking is free for 3-hours in the 
garages and is accessible by MBTA Orange Line.

You can find the Full VOX POP Calendar online at: http://www.somervilleme-
dia.org/VOXPOP

Wicked Wednesdays Author Series with Sam Baltrusis
Wednesday, July 3, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Guest: Peter Muise, Legends and Lore of the North Shore
Eventbrite Registration: https://scatvsomerville.us13.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=f666d0ca2473e6d81ef0dc44f&id=ff4df2d152&e=a6639670d7

Join Sam Baltrusis, author of eleven 
historical books including Wicked Sa-
lem and the upcoming Ghost Writers 
from Globe Pequot, in this three-part 
series on the first Wednesday every 
month this summer starting 6:30 p.m.

Peter Muise, editor of New England 
Folklore blog and author of Legends 
and Lore of the North Shore, will be the featured guest at the Wicked Wednesdays 
Author Series at VOX POP in Somerville's Assembly Row on Wednesday, July 
3 at 6:30 p.m. Yes, something wicked this way comes. Come join the studio audi-
ence for this fascinating talk series.

Pajama Storytime with Somerville Public Library
Wednesday, July 10, 6:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Eventbrite Registration: https://scatvsomerville.us13.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=f666d0ca2473e6d81ef0dc44f&id=81462308f0&e=a6639670d7

Come one, come all, come in your pajamas. The Somerville Public Library invites 
the community to Pajama Storytime on the second Wednesdays of the month 
6:30 – 7:00 p.m. at VOX POP, 431 Artisan Way, Assembly Row. Wear your 
pajamas if you can, because we're going to snuggle and read stories with librarian 
Ann Cassesso.

VOX POP Hours of Operation  May 8, 2019 – Aug 31, 2019:

Monday: 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.      Wednesday: 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.      Third Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

*There may be select events outside these hours

Medal of Honor posthumously for his 
valor in France during World War I. 
The Somerville hero was the first Greek 
American to do so. During his funeral in 
Greece, the service was disrupted and his 
remains were desecrated by marauding 
Turkish troops. This created an interna-
tional incident that involved three Unit-
ed States leaders. President Woodrow 
Wilson authorized his medal of honor; 
President Warren G. Harding had his 
remains brought back to America; and 
President Calvin Coolidge presided at 
his Arlington National Cemetery burial.

Twenty-two-year-old United States 
Marine Corps Lance Corporal Richard 
J. Gordon was the 69th veteran to be 
laid to rest in Somerville’s Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery. He was killed in the 
1983 Beirut, Lebanon, terrorist bomb-
ing which took 241 servicemen’s lives. It 
was the greatest one-day loss the Marine 
Corps sustained since Iwo Jima. Ser-
geant Schipani was the 70th. 

A military quote by John Maxwell Ed-
monds: “When you go home, tell them 
of us and say, for your tomorrows, we 
gave our today.”

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 8

2019 SomerMovie Fest 
lineup announced

The City of Somerville’s annual SomerMovie Fest is returning for July and 
August 2019. Every Thursday night, beginning on July 11, join in for a free, 
family-friendly movie in a local park (In case of inclement weather, the movie 
showing will be cancelled, and information will be posted at www.somerville-
ma.gov). All movies will be shown at Seven Hills Park in Davis Square, begin-
ning at sunset. The full 2019 schedule is as follows:

• July 11: The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
• July 18: Back to the Future II
• July 25: Spiderman 2
• August 1: Incredibles 2
• August 8: Superman II
• August 15: Bride of Frankenstein
• August 22: Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan
• August 29: Viewers’ Choice – vote for your favorite at www.somer-
villema.gov/fest

All movies are shown with closed captioning. For more information, visit www.
somervillema.gov/fest, or call 311 (617-666-3311).
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - 
Get FAA Technician certification. 
Approved for military bene-
fits.  Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train at home for a 
career as a Medical Office Pro-
fessional at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 
AskCTI.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real Es-
tate Agents needed: Very busy 
Somerville based office in need 
of additional agents, no fee re-
ferrals, Sales & Rentals, Part time 
or Full Time. work from home 
online, full office back up and 
highest paid no strings commis-
sions. Call for private interview 
617 623-6600 ask for Donald.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk 
out to the beach. 3-Bedroom 
weeks available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? If you have in-
surance, you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no cost. 
Get yours today! Call 1-800-217-
0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442

Suffering from an ADDICTION 
to Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription 
PainKillers or other DRUGS? 
There is hope! Call Today to 
speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espanol

HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED at Stevens Transport! 
Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 
1-844-452-4121 drive4stevens.
com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Windows:  ENERGY SAVING 
NEW WINDOWS! Beautify your 
home!  Save on monthly energy 
bills with NEW WINDOWS from 
1800Remodel!  Up to 18 months 
no interest. Restrictions apply. 
Call Today  1-866-335-0996

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-
799-4127.

DEALING WITH WATER DAMAGE 
requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond im-
mediately. Nationwide and 24/7. 
No Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

INVENTORS-FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE Have your prod-
uct idea developed affordably 
by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufac-
turers. Call 1-855-380-5976 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if 
you can't reach a phone! FREE 
brochure. CALL 800-457-1917

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? 
If so, you and your family may 
be entitled to a significant cash 
award. Call 800-364-0517 to learn 
more. No risk. No money out of 
pocket.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S PRE-
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home 
or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-
892-1017

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest internet. 100 MB per 
second speed. Free Primetime 
on Demand. Unlimited Voice. 
NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-844-592-
9018.

STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-866-945-
3783.

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now 
for $250. OFF your stairlift pur-
chase and FREE DVD & brochure! 
1-844-325-8610

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJU-
RY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-800-586-7449. Mail: 2420 N. 
St. NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-844-
722-7993

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-
7938

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a De-

nied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-877-626-2213

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS 
WANTED$$ GIBSON • FENDER 
• MARTIN. ALL BRANDS. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277

Lung Cancer? Asbestos expo-
sure in industrial, construction, 
manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. Call 
1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 
billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable set-
tlement monies may not require 
filing a lawsuit.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-609-2189

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 
DOWN* with AT&T Next® and 
AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 
Gift Card for Switching to AT&T! 
(*Requires well-qualified credit. 
Limits & restrictions apply.) 
1-888-545-5093

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed for 
SSD and denied, our attorneys 
can help get you approved! No 
money out of pockets! Call 1-866-
376-3163

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? 
Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma, 
Multiple Myeloma, and  Leuke-
mia may result from RoundUp 
exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a 
RoundUp injury case.  Call 1-619-
493-4791 or email RoundUp@
breakinginjurynews.com and let 
us begin work on your RoundUp 
case today.

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right 
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. 
Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 
18+

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and New-
er. Nationwide Free Pick Up! Call 
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED! 
Harris Roach Tablets, Sprays, 
Traps, Concentrate. Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. NO obli-
gation, NO risk! We've recovered 
millions. Let us help you!! Call 
24/7, 855-845-8269

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 

BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
WIN OR PAY NOTHING! Call 855-
862-1929 to start your application 
or appeal today!

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris 
Sprays, Traps, Kits, Mattress 
Covers. DETECT, KILL, PREVENT. 
Available: Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing 
aid for just $75 down and $50 
per month! Call 800-426-4212 
and mention 88272 for a risk free 
trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of 
state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-511-
2181

Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-800-508-2824

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Start-
ing at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. 
Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest In-
ternet. 100 MB per second speed. 
Free Primetime on Demand. Un-
limited Voice. NO CONTRACTS. 
Call 1-855-652-9304 or visit http://
tripleplaytoday.com/national

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest In-
ternet. 100 MB per second speed. 
Free Primetime on Demand. Un-
limited Voice. NO CONTRACTS. 
Call 1-877-338-2315 or visit http://
tripleplaytoday.com/news

Recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call 
now! You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk.

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 
155 Channels & 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE Screens Si-
multaneously at No Addt’l Cost. 
Call DIRECTV 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed Inter-
net for ONLY $14.95/month. Best 
Technology. Best Value. Smart 
HD DVR Included. FREE Instal-
lation. Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-855-837-9146

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-534-
6198

MobileHelp, America's Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System. 
Whether You're Home or Away. 
For Safety and Peace of Mind. No 
Long Term Contracts! Free Bro-
chure! Call Today! 1-855-401-6993

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE Have your prod-

uct idea developed affordably 
by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufac-
turers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-912-4745

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company 
for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 pro-
cedures.888-623-3036 or http://
www.dental50plus.com/58 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capa-
ble of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 877-929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advi-
sors help find solutions to your 
unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call 855-741-7459

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply 1-800-
718-1593

BECOME A PUBLISHED AU-
THOR! We edit, print and distrib-
ute your work internationally. We 
do the work… You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Author’s 
Submission Kit: 866-951-7214

Start Saving BIG On Medi-
cations! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 
Medications Available! Prescrip-
tions Req'd. Pharmacy Checker 
Approved. CALL Today for Your 
FREE Quote. 844-584-5104

ROOMMATE WANTED

Roommate wanted: Furnished 
room in a 2 bedroom Condo in 
Everett, $850./month, Call Jerry 
617-407-0079

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

__________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or 
give the client your checking, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regardless 
of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal 
to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not reach 
Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, July 3

12:00am Free Speech TV

6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Esoteric Science
7:30am     DW In Good Shape
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     DW Global 3000
9:30am     Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am     Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am     Somerville Storytellers
11:00am     LIVE - Fallon’s Daily Roast
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     Health is Wealth
1:30pm     Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm     Science 360
3:00pm             Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     Speak Up! Somerville
4:30pm               The Literati Scene
5:00pm     Hello Neighbor
5:30pm     Women2Women Today
6:00pm     Speak Up! Somerville
6:30pm     Off the Shelf
7:00pm             Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
8:00pm     LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm              Speak Up! Somerville
9:00pm             Boston Come Through
10:00pm     LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm     Flotilla

Thursday, July 4
12:00am     SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am     SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am     Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am              DW Focus on Europe
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am              Hello Neighbor
10:00am     Legacies
10:30am            Somerville Pundits
11:00am     Teen Empowerment
11:30am            Art & Ideas
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Somerville Line
3:00pm      Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     Hello Neighbor!
4:30pm     The Struggle
5:00pm     Words on Film with Dan Burke
6:00pm     Community Lens
6:30pm     Somerville Pundits

7:00pm     LIVE - The Boston Medium
8:00pm     Startup TV Boston
9:00pm     The Beantown Beatdown
10:00pm     The Chatman Booth
10:30pm           TUTV
11:00pm          DIWHY The show

Friday, July 5
12:00am     Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am     SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am     SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am      Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     Esoteric Science
9:30am     Cambridge Calendar
10:00am     NASA TV
11:00am     SOM ARTS
11:30am     DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Yellow Jacket Lady
1:30pm     Speak Up! Somerville
2:00pm     The Kamla Show
2:30pm      SMC Youth Media
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     Gay USA
5:00pm     The Chatman Booth
5:30pm     What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm     LIVE - Fallon's Daily Toast
7:00pm     SOM ARTS
7:30pm             Art Seen at SMC
8:00pm     The Grandstanders
8:30pm           Greater Somerville
9:00pm            The Boston Medium
10:00pm          Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm          Totally Working Out

Saturday, July 6
12:00am     DIWHY The Show
1:00am     Boston Come Through
2:00am     Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am      Free Speech TV
5:00am     Effort Pour Christ
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Road to Recovery
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     SMC Youth Media
9:30am     Somerville Storytellers
10:00am     Dead Air Live
11:00am           Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
12:00pm      TeleGalaxie 

1:00pm           Tele Magazine
2:00pm             The Beantown Beatdown
3:00pm             Democracy Now!
4:00pm     New England Pride TV
4:30pm     What's New Massachusetts?
5:00pm     Reeling Review
5:30pm             Both Sides of the Bars
6:00pm           The World Fusion Show
6:30pm             The Literati Scene
7:00pm            Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
7:30pm           SOM ARTS
8:00pm         Special SCATV Programming
8:30pm           Henry Parker Presents
9:00pm     Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm            DIWHY The Show
11:00pm            SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm          TUTV

Sunday, July 7
12:00am           Flotilla
1:00am            SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am     SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am              Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am              Free Speech TV
6:00am             Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am     Effort Pour Christ
9:00am     Tele Kreyol
10:00am     Evangelista Camillo Fodera
11:00am     The Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm     Gentle Belly Dancing
1:00pm              Off the Shelf
1:30pm     DW Conflict Zone
2:00pm     Startup TV Boston
3:00pm     African Television Network
4:00pm     Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm     Gay USA
6:00pm      The Grandstanders 
6:30pm      Teen Empowerment
7:00pm     Cinema Somerville
8:30pm              Somerville Neighborhood News
9:00pm             Tele Magazine
10:00pm            The Boston Medium 
11:00pm     Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm            SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, July 8
12:00am     Free Speech TV
5:00am     Evangelista Camillo Fodera
6:00am     Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am     Going Postal

8:00am      Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     The Stephanie Miller Show
10:00am     Both Sides of the Bars
10:30am     SOM Arts
11:00am     Art Seen at SMC
11:30am     DW Conflict Zone
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Kamla Show
1:30pm     DW Global 3000
2:00pm     NASA TV Silicon Valley Live
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     DW Euromaxx
4:30pm     Legacies
5:00pm     TeleGalaxie
6:00pm     Going Postal
6:30pm     The Last Sip
7:00pm     LIVE - The Yellow Jacket Lady
7:30pm     Henry Parker Presents
8:00pm     LIVE - Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm     Dedillhando au Saudade
10:00pm     Duck Village Stage Sessions
11:00pm     Boston Come Through

Tuesday, July 9
12:00am     Free Speech TV
6:00am     Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     DW Euromaxx
7:30am     Esoteric Science
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am     Road to Recovery
11:00am     Graphic Content
11:30am     DW In Good Shape
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm     Words on Film with Dan Burke
2:00pm     Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     SMC Youth Media
4:30pm     Henry Parker Presents
5:00pm     LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm     What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm     Community Lens
6:30pm     Art & Ideas
7:00pm     Art Seen at SMC
7:30pm     LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm     LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm     The Somerville Line
10:00pm     TUTV
10:30pm     Public Access Boyz
11:00pm      Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm    Ojo Rojo

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 

Wednesday, July 3

7:30am Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest - 6.15.19
8:30am Connecting Communities - June 2019
9:00am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
9:30am Letters of World War II at Council on Aging
11:00am SCAP Annual Meeting 2019
12:30pm Finance Committee - FY20 Budget
4:30pm SomerViva em Português
6:00pm Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
6:30pm SomerViva en Español: El Comité TPS de MA
7:00pm Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 5.23.19
8:30pm SomerVision 2040: Parameters - 4.5.19
9:11pm Pride Flag Raising
9:30pm Memorial on the Mystic 2019
11:05pm Talking Business "Bow Market"
11:30pm Pride Flag Raising

Thursday, July 4
12:00am Finance Committee - FY20 Budget
6:00am SomerViva en Español: El Comité TPS de MA
7:00am The Bilingual Brain: Benefits of Bilingualism
8:30am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
9:00am Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
11:00am Pride Flag Raising
11:30am Talking Business "Bow Market"
12:00pm Senior Circuit - June 2019
12:30pm School Committee Meeting - 6.10.19
2:09pm Pride Flag Raising
2:30pm Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
3:00pm SomerViva en Español: El Comité TPS de MA
3:30pm SomerViva en Espanol
5:30pm SomerViva en Español: El Comité TPS de MA
6:00pm Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
6:30pm Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest - 6.15.19

7:30pm Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
9:30pm POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
10:00pm Letters of World War II at Council on Aging
11:30pm Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks

Friday, July 5
1:30am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
2:00am East Somerville Walking Tour - 6.16.19
7:30am Connecting Communities - June 2019
8:00am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
8:30am Fit-4-Life #3
9:00am SomerViva en Español
9:30am White Nationalism Community Response
11:30am Copp's Hill Burying Ground
12:16pm Pride Flag Raising
12:33pm City Council Meeting - 6.27.19
5:30pm SomerViva en Espanol
6:00pm Finance Committee - FY20 Budget
9:46pm Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks

Saturday, July 6
12:00am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
12:30am Connecting Communities - June 2019
1:00am Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest - 6.15.19
2:00am Copp's Hill Burying Ground
3:00am SCAP Annual Meeting 2019
7:30am Historic Homes of Somerville
8:30am SCAP Annual Meeting 2019
10:00am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
11:00am SomerViva em Português
11:31am Roll Call of Heroes 2019
12:07pm Talking Business "Bow Market"
12:30pm City Council Meeting - 6.27.19
5:00pm Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
7:03pm Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 5.23.19

8:33pm POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
9:02pm Copp's Hill Burying Ground
9:48pm Pride Flag Raising
10:05pm SomerViva en Espanol
10:30pm SomerViva en Español: El Comité TPS de MA
11:00pm Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest - 6.15.19

Sunday, July 7
12:00am SomerViva em Português
12:31am Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
2:31am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
3:00am Tuskegee Airmen
7:30am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
8:00am Connecting Communities - June 2019
8:30am East Somerville Walking Tour - 6.16.19
10:30am SCAP Annual Meeting 2019
12:00pm Senior Circuit - June 2019
12:30pm Connecting Communities - June 2019
1:00pm City Council Meeting - 6.27.19
5:33pm SomerViva em Português
6:04pm Talking Business "Bow Market"
6:25pm East Somerville Walking Tour - 6.16.19
7:54pm Senior Circuit - June 2019
8:23pm SomerViva en Espanol
8:30pm Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks

Monday, July 8
12:00am Senior Circuit - June 2019
12:30am Connecting Communities - June 2019
1:00am Finance Committee - FY20 Budget
7:30am Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 5.23.19
9:00am Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
9:30am Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
11:30am Jane's Walk 2019
1:30pm SomerViva em Português

2:01pm Conway Park & PIP Plan Info Session
6:00pm Connecting Communities - June 2019
6:30pm Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
7:00pm POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
7:30pm Roll Call of Heroes 2019
8:09pm Talking Business "Bow Market"
8:30pm East Somerville Walking Tour - 6.16.19
10:00pm SomerViva em Português
10:31pm Pride Flag Raising
10:48pm Push Ups for Veterans
11:00pm Connecting Communities - June 2019
11:30pm City Council Spotlight - Ben Ewen Campen

Tuesday, July 9
12:01am Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
2:01am City Council Meeting - 6.27.19
7:30am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
8:00am SomerViva en Espanol
8:30am POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
9:00am Memorial on the Mystic 2019
11:30am Connecting Communities - June 2019
12:00pm Senior Circuit - June 2019
12:30pm Historic Preservation Awards
1:45pm Pride Flag Raising
2:02pm Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
5:30pm SCAP Annual Meeting 2019
7:00pm Senior Circuit - June 2019
7:30pm Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest - 6.15.19
8:30pm POW Veterans' Cemetery Ceremony
9:00pm East Somerville Walking Tour - 6.16.19
10:30pm SomerViva em Português
11:01pm Roll Call of Heroes 2019
12:00am Senior Circuit - June 2019
12:30am City Council Meeting - 6.27.19

Wednesday, July 3

9:00am WSNS Science Fair Winners
10:00am Argenziano School Spring Concert
11:00am Rec All City Track Meet
12:30pm El Sistema Year End Concert
1:00pm SCALE Graduation 2019
2:30pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
3:00pm ESCS Spring Concert
4:30pm Healey School Spring Concert
5:00pm WSNS Science Fair Winners
6:00pm Argenziano School Spring Concert
7:00pm Rec All City Track Meet
8:30pm El Sistema Year End Concert
9:00pm SCALE Graduation 2019
10:30pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
11:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

Thursday, July 4
12:02am Healey School Spring Concert
12:30am SHS Baseball vs Pope John
2:00am Public Domain Theater
9:00am Boys Intramural Basketball Championship
10:00am Girls Intramural Basketball Championship
11:00am WHCS Spring Concert
12:00pm SHS Volleyball vs Greater Lowell Tech
1:00pm Highlander Football 2018
1:30pm SHS Chamber Concert
2:30pm Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
3:00pm All-City Middle School Spring Concert
4:00pm WSNS Science Fair Winners
5:00pm Boys Intramural Basketball Championship
6:00pm Girls Intramural Basketball Championship

7:00pm WHCS Spring Concert
8:00pm SHS Volleyball vs Greater Lowell Tech
9:00pm Highlander Football 2018
9:30pm SHS Chamber Concert
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
11:00pm All-City Middle School Spring Concert

Friday, July 5
12:00am WSNS Science Fair Winners
1:00am Rec All City Track Meet
5:00am Public Domain Theater
9:00am Argenziano School Spring Concert
10:00am WSNS Science Fair Winners
11:00am WSNS Spring Concert
12:00pm Brown School Spring Concert
1:05pm Class Day 2019
3:30pm SHS Graduation 2019
5:30pm El Sistema Year End Concert
6:00pm Argenziano School Spring Concert
7:00pm WSNS Science Fair Winners
8:00pm WSNS Spring Concert
9:00pm Brown School Spring Concert
10:05pm Class Day 2019

Saturday, July 6
12:30am SHS Graduation 2019
3:00am Public Domain Theater
9:00am SHS Baseball vs Medford
11:00am Boys Intramural Basketball Championship
12:00pm Girls Intramural Basketball Championship
1:00pm SHS Boys Tennis vs Wakefield
3:30pm Rec All City Track Meet
5:00pm SHS Baseball vs Medford

7:00pm Boys Intramural Basketball Championship
8:00pm Girls Intramural Basketball Championship
9:00pm SHS Boys Tennis vs Wakefield
11:30pm Rec All City Track Meet

Sunday, July 7
1:00am SHS Graduation 2019
9:00am WSNS Science Fair Winners
10:00am Argenziano School Spring Concert
11:00am Rec All City Track Meet
12:30pm El Sistema Year End Concert
1:00pm SCALE Graduation 2019
2:30pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
3:00pm ESCS Spring Concert
4:30pm Healey School Spring Concert
5:00pm WSNS Science Fair Winners
6:00pm Argenziano School Spring Concert
7:00pm Rec All City Track Meet
8:30pm El Sistema Year End Concert
9:00pm SCALE Graduation 2019
10:30pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
11:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

Monday, July 8
12:05am WSNS Science Fair Winners
1:00am WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
9:00am WSNS Moving On Ceremony
10:00am WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
11:00am Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
11:30am El Sistema Year End Concert
12:00pm Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
1:00pm Argenziano School Spring Concert
2:00pm Kennedy School 4-8 Spring Concert

3:00pm ESCS Spring Concert
4:05pm Rec All City Track Meet
5:30pm Healey School Spring Concert
6:00pm WSNS Moving On Ceremony
7:00pm WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
8:00pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
8:30pm El Sistema Year End Concert
9:00pm Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
10:00pm Argenziano School Spring Concert
11:00pm Kennedy School 4-8 Spring Concert

Tuesday, July 9
12:00am ESCS Spring Concert
1:05am Rec All City Track Meet
9:00am WSNS Science Fair Winners
10:00am Argenziano School Spring Concert
11:00am Rec All City Track Meet
12:30pm SCALE Graduation 2019
2:00pm El Sistema Year End Concert
2:30pm Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
3:00pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
3:30pm WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
5:00pm WSNS Science Fair Winners
6:00pm Argenziano School Spring Concert
7:00pm Rec All City Track Meet
8:30pm SCALE Graduation 2019
10:00pm El Sistema Year End Concert
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
11:00pm Kennedy School K-3 Spring Concert
12:00am Kennedy School Drama Club
1:30am WSNS Science Fair Winners
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William Stoner
And the Battle for the Inner Life
© 2019 by Steve Almond
Ig Publishing
Box 2547, New York, NY 10163
ISBN: 978-1-63246-08-75

Review by Wendell Smith

The title of this monograph on display at Porter Square 
Books grabbed my attention because reading Stoner by John 
Williams had provoked an abreaction five years ago. Once I 
read Almond’s introduction with my Sunday coffee I did not 
put it down except for bodily necessities until I finished it so 
I could go to bed. That kind of absorption is unique in my 
experience reading criticism.

For a book to have had such an emotional impact as this one 
has had on the both of us, Stoner is deceptively simple. Here is 
Almond’s masterful succinct summation of the story:

Stoner, the only son of subsistence farmers, attends college, 
unexpectedly falls in love with literature, and becomes a teach-
er; he endures a disastrous marriage, a prolonged academic 
feud, and a doomed love affair, then falls ill and dies.

That hardly seems a story capable of meeting Aristotle’s re-
quirement for a tragedy, but, as Almond will show us, Wil-
liam's genius takes his spare tale and infuses it with a power 
that is more than sufficient to evoke pity and fear and the 
weeping purging of those emotions.

The success of Almond's essay rests on a foundation he cre-
ates with his subtitle, “and the battle for the inner life,” and his 
willing engagement and perseverance in that battle. My en-
gagement with Almond’s argument was created by the rhythm 
of his writing as he swings between lucid, if traditional, expli-
cation of the work, and narrative considerations of his own life 
problems elicited by Stoner. He has read the book some 13 
times precisely because it provokes him to self-examination.

Here's a lengthy illustration from Almond’s third chapter, 
Love Makes Us Zombies (aka Worst Marriage Ever). First with 
a sample of his explication from the chapter’s middle:

The description of this honeymoon spends six excruciating 
pages. We know from the jump that Stoner’s abject desire 
will be met by dread, because the narrator tells us so. And yet 
these scenes are among the most heart-rending of the entire 
book, because Williams does just what most writers lack the 
courage to do: he slows down where his characters are most 
exposed and helpless.

Then as he concludes this chapter Almond, in his battle, 
charges into a territory that I would not have considered to 
be part of literary criticism, suggesting, as he does, when he 
shifts from an analysis of Stoner’s marriage into an arrestingly 
candid discussion of his own, that literature has a use as mar-
riage counseling:

This is why Williams portrays them as zombies, I think: to 
suggest they have no conscious capacity to choose one anoth-
er. Stoner is dumbstruck at the site of Edith and decides that 
he must marry her. She accedes to his ardor. They operate at 
the level of glandular instinct and social programming.

It's an extreme portrait, but anyone who has been in a long-
term monogamy, especially a marriage, will recognize the 
outlines. Romantic love always begins with the dream, one 
designed to liberate us from the burdens of the past but in-
exorably bound to them. Erin and I dreamed of building a 
family impervious to the bullying and anxiety we'd experience 
growing up, though our relationship was fraught with ele-
ments of both.

I've often portrayed our romance as a tale of heroic self-de-
termination, in which we boldly hurtled from long-distance 
lovers to rookie parents in a few exuberant months. But I was 
consistently controlling during our courtship, and Erin too 
often silenced her doubts and resentments, for fear I would 
abandon her. Like William Stoner, I fell in love with an idea 
and charged ahead, ignoring the woman I claimed to adore.

This approach reminds me of a mantra of my medical 
residency: See one; Do one; Teach one. I think Almond is 
advocating something similar: Read Stoner; Think about 
Stoner; Think about your life as you thought about Stoner, 
and, if you can be as honest about your failures as Wil-
liams is honest about Stoner’s failures, then the exercise 
may prove worthwhile. Indeed, later in the essay Almond 
will assert that this is the purpose of literature and that 
Stoner is supreme in fulfilling it.

That last sentence makes Almond sound all too serious, 
when he full of wit and self-aware self-deprecation. He fol-
lows chapter 5, Everybody Loves a Good Fight (A Short His-
tory of My Many Feuds), with chapter 6, The Perfect Martyr, 
which begins

The foregoing chapter should make two facts pretty ob-
vious:

1. Most of Stoner is about a guy getting pummeled.

2. The author of this book 
is somewhat pathologically 
inclined toward feuds.

And he is pragmatic when 
he shows us how these un-
derstandings that have come 
from his facing up to his 
feuds in the “battle for the 
inner life,” may have a use in 
in politics:

Edith and Lomax dominate 
Stoner in the same way dem-
agogues dominate their polit-
ical opponents; not through 
superior ideas or logic but the seductive force of uninhibited 
aggression. This is the secret sauce modern conservatives used 
to advance a plutocratic and bigoted agenda. At a primal level, 
they project a willingness to fight.

If John Kerry had turned to George Bush during any of their 
presidential debates and said, “In 1969, I was on the Duong 
Keo River killing the Vietcong and watching my friends bleed 
out. Where were you in 1969?” he would've been elected pres-
ident. Just as Hillary Clinton would be president today if, 
during her second debate with Trump, she had turned to him 
and said, “Stop stalking me around the stage. It doesn't make 
you look tough, Donald. It makes you look like a creep who 
harasses women.”

But look: that's not who liberals are. They don't punch bul-
lies. They go high, like Stoner, and wind up on the ground 
wondering what went wrong.

Almond applies this same intelligent analysis to the rest of 
the novel as Stoner deals with parenting, teaching, reading, 
writing, and death.

But for all of his book’s virtues and Almond‘s insights and 
humor that claimed my attention for that Sunday, a flaw in the 
last chapter brought me up short with its unconscious white 
privilege. Here is the flaw, which continues to rankle me:

My mom made it through the hike [during which her 
husband bullied her] but wound up in the ER with a racing 
heart. When we met the next day, she had recovered phys-
ically, but was uncharacteristically subdued. I assumed she 
was ashamed, though I can see now that I was ashamed. She 
glanced down for a moment and then said very quietly, “Stevie, 
I was the n[xxx]er of this family.”

Why would my mother – who had marched into segregated 
restaurants with African-American students and demanded 
service – utter such an indefensible word?

She was struggling, I think, to convey how powerless she 
felt, the enormity of the hurt she'd experience living within 
our family, nearly all of it invisible. The word was meant to 
startle and offend, in the same way Yoko Ono and John Len-
non meant when they released Woman Is the N[xxx]er of the 
World. or maybe it would be more accurate to say that she 
was simply unburdening herself of her most closely guarded 
secret: the sorrow of her inner life.

This is the one place in his essay where, I think, his public 
exposure of a private detail doesn't work. I find his apology 
for her insufficient; it reveals a failure of the inner life of his 
mother and of Almond. I think it reveals that, because of 
their white privilege, neither of them know what “n[xxx]er” 
means in its historically American context, which is far uglier 
and more complex than what it means in the context of, say, 
Conrad’s The N[xxx]er of the Narcissus. Almond’s list of his 
mother's liberal credentials and his speculation about her mo-
tive does not excuse her lapse nor does the equally egregious 
example he gives of Yoko Ono and John Lennon's use of the 
word. John was British and Yoko Japanese so neither of them 
could have known the ugly extent of the word in American us-
age. We know his mother isn’t aware of what the word means 
in these United States because she has the leisure to play 
Bach and Mozart, because she's a graduate of Yale Medical 
School, because she's a psychoanalyst, because the day before 
she made this claim she had been on a vacation hike in the 
mountains, and because she (and Almond) don’t have to wor-
ry about him being shot at a routine traffic stop. They are Jews 
so they should know that Almond’s mother isn’t the “n[xxx]
er” of her family for the same reasons that a goy who survived 
Auschwitz isn’t a survivor of The Holocaust.

In an ideal world Ig Publishing would recall this edition un-
til Almond could do battle with a revision, but ideal worlds 
can be dangerous, so let’s hope in the world we have that this 
book will get to a second printing and that by the time it does 
he will have found the resources in his inner life to craft an ad-
equate revision. But, I must admit when I saw Almond's book 
on display at Porter Square, I was primed to pay attention 
and my attention was rewarded with an essay as engrossing, in 
spite of its genre, as I once found John Williams’ masterpiece; 
when I finished I had to reread Stoner and Almond’s criticism 
has enriched my re-experience of the novel.

State Rep. Denise Provost has a new poetry collection 
out with Somerville's Ibbetson Street Press, Curious 
Peach. She writes The Times, “I’ve always been high-
ly attuned to seasons, weather, and the natural world 
around me. Several years ago, I collected a number of 
poems on these themes, arranged them chronological-
ly through the passage of a year’s time, and kept rewrit-
ing every word and line until I was mostly satisfied. 
Most of these poems are hyper local. They include 
such subjects as Somerville street trees, the wild roses in the parking lot of the 
porter Square Star Market, and my neighborhood after a snow storm. This 
sonnet is about the effort to grow vegetables in our difficult urban garden – 
which, of course, is a metaphor for many other endeavors besides.”

Encore

This summer was too hot for runner beans.

They wouldn’t even blossom in such heat,

but produced only a cascade of leaves –

huge, heart-shaped; hung in shingled stacks of green.

In autumn, they produce a cautious bloom,

their big-lipped flowers peering out below

an ample shade of foliage, that grows

in snaking twists, upon a tent of poles.

Late in the fall, I rake my fingers through

the luscious tangle of the still-green vines;

within their deep interior I find

a plentitude of long, sweet beans that grew

half-hidden there. Who could anticipate,

from these old plants, a harvest come so late?

— Denise Provost

'William Stoner
And the Battle for the Inner Life'

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Benjamin Towne's 
Pennsylvania Evening Post

2.  Queen Latifah

3.  Mia Hamm

4.  Fredric J Baur, designer 
of Pringles' packaging

5.  King of the Targaryen 
dynasty who conquered all 
of Westeros

6.  Red, white and green

7.  Thomas Jefferson

8.  1920

9.  Ronald Reagan

10.  1928 – 1929

11.  Second Street

12.  Gone with the Wind

From on page 14
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