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Public updated at GLX meeting,
concerns shared

By Henry Lin-David

On July 18, the Green Line Extension (GLX) 
project team held a meeting in Medford to brief 
the public on its progress and goals for the fu-
ture. Attendees were excited about the current 
state of the project, but also shared concerns 
about transparency and traffic logistics.

The meeting serves as a small step towards 
the GLX’s completion, which is tentatively set 
for late 2021. The project would drastically in-
crease public transportation access in Somer-
ville, from 15 percent of residents to an esti-
mated 85 percent.

The Green Line Extension Contractors 
(GLXC) Project Manager John West informed 
the attendees that significant progress had been 
made on the “pre-Construction” phase, such as 
the removal of more than 500 tons of garbage 
from the track area. Tree 

By Shira Laucharoen

Somerville’s Lincoln Park held its grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting ceremony on July 20, an 
event that marked the reopening of the park. 
The dynamic new space, a recreational area for 
the community, underwent a renovation process 
and is currently the largest park in the city. Pres-
ent at the celebration were Mayor Joseph Curta-
tone, Ward 2 Alderman J.T. Scott, and the city’s 
director of parks Arn Franzen. 

“We know that access to quality green space 
isn’t a luxury, it’s a necessity in urban neighbor-
hoods like ours,” said Curtatone.

Planning for the changes to the park began in 
2009, and construction started in 2016. Devel-
opers initiated the upgrade with the intention 
of creating a state of the art outdoor common, 
taking into account the income of the neighbor-
hood and recreational needs, before commenc-
ing the design process.

The improvements include a 

Lincoln Park celebrates
reopening of public space

Continued on page 4

Mayor Joseph Curtatone officiated the ribbon cutting for the opening of the renovated Lincoln Park 
on July 20.						             — Photo by Shira Laucharoen

The imminent closure of the Ball Square/Broadway bridge and the expected traffic issues that are likely to 
follow are uppermost in many area residents' minds. 			                     — Photo by Bobbie Toner

Continued on page 8
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It was a great send off last Friday night at Davio’s in Lynnfield, 
as Cambridge District Court personnel and friends of Proba-
tion Officer Robert McWatters gathered to say "Happy re-
tirement." After 34 years serving the courts, Bob was presented 
several gifts of appreciation for a job well done. A small crowd 
of about 80 to 100 of his co-workers, family and friends gath-
ered to give Bob a proper sendoff. His many friends locally will 
also be giving him a sendoff this coming Friday night at Sally 
O’Brien’s at 6:00 p.m. So if you missed last week, show up 
then to wish him the best and thank him for a job well done.

***********************
How many received the “door hanger literature” this past 
week? It read “Standing Together, We can Win the Good Jobs 
and Housing Our Community Needs.” After reading this, one 
can't help thinking it was left by union members. We think 
that is fine, but why not say who you are? No name, other 
than “Somerville Stands Together” and a post office box. No 
name, no address, no email, no website, just a PO Box. But 
there is a tear off post card asking for your name, address, and 
email. Who is behind this and why not say who they are? If it’s 
the local city unions, why not include a space to ask questions? 
We're very suspicious of literature not declaring who they are 
but wanting to get your information. Don’t you agree? 

***********************
Still no outrage from our elected officials. Where is Mayor Joe, 
Ward 5 Alderman Niedergang and Ward 6 Alderman Da-
vis, who represent Ball Square and its neighbors? Why aren’t 
they asking questions and demanding another way that they 
can adjust the bridge without closing down the entire bridge 
at once, especially for one year. Ball Square businesses will lose 
money and customers if they get locked out for over a year, 
because “the state claims it’s too expensive to do otherwise.” 
Where are Senator Jehlen, and Representatives Provost and 
Barber? Again, where is the outrage? Aren’t they concerned 
about the impact it will have on both businesses and neigh-
borhood streets that people will use to go around the bridge. 
The businesses and neighbors, like Highland Road, Josephine 
Avenue, Willow Avenue, will be disrupted. Continued on page 11
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Response to: Newstalk – July 18

DanR says:

“Oh, wait, didn’t we lose the constituent alderman in the last election, in favor of other issues that 
might be better left to our state delegation? Guess that’s what we get when we elect a socialist 
majority Board of Aldermen. To soon? To harsh? …
We here at Newstalk were walking around Assembly Square, in particular by the Winter Hill 
Yacht Club this past weekend and couldn’t stop thinking how much the city of Somerville would 
be to have this valuable piece of real estate returned to the city, and actually used by the residents.”
Sounds pretty socialist to me! Always love to read the confused, contradictory opinions of Newstalk.

DatGruntled says:

It is actually hard to see that the current board of aldermen is doing anything to earn their pay.
They will just debate things till everyone has forgotten what the topic was in the first place.

What a nightmare says:

This will be a colossal nightmare for those of us that live on the side streets surrounding this area. 
Unless they plan on turning every side street into a one way leading into the square these streets 
will become unusable during the commutes. Also Medford will be crushed with this traffic Ha-
vard street and Worcester street will become completely clogged all day.

Disgusted says:

Where is the administration and the BOA members who fought for the green line for years, yet 
never planned for how construction would be done. Suddenly they realize that the bridge needs 
to be closed for an entire year, and if this is news to them then they are all asleep at the switch. 
No mention of the fact that the bridge was just re-built a few years ago. There was a pedestrian 
walkway during construction to the School Street bridge, because they didn’t want City Hall im-
pacted. We now know for sure that they don’t care about the impact on other constituents across 
the city. Where is the Disabilities Commission? I would suggest that the ADA should be invoked. 
This will primarily impact the elderly, the disabled, and families with children. Imagine living on 
Willow Ave. and being unable to get to your doctor’s office right across the bridge. And they want 
to send buses down Cedar Street? People who work at City Hall should actually drive some of the 
city streets occasionally. Maybe they’d see the folly in this ‘plan’. No one knows how people will get 
to the bus or where it will stop, never mind how it will navigate Cedar Street. There are many peo-
ple who cannot avoid Cedar Street. There are side streets that run off Cedar and one-way streets 
that feed into Cedar. This will also impact people and traffic. Now they’re discussing what impact 
it will have on the Brown School. There is actually a suggestion out there that police details be 
stationed on Willow to prevent people from using it. Will they stop every vehicle to determine if 
they’re an abbutter, or if they are a teacher or parent at the school? For a year? Great use of police 
resources. Someone please explain why the city has yet to make a real plan for this issue. But the 
BOA did vote themselves a raise and plan how they could take away property rights, so that was 
a good use of their time, right?

Oh Boy says:

The State says 1 year to finish the work on the bridge = figure on 2 years minimum, maybe 3.

Response to: Movie Nights in the Park

Joe Beckmann says:

Retired, I start each day reading – news like the Times – and then take a break with a huge online 
movie library. Recently I saw The Search (1948), which was about a US soldier, played by Mont-
gomery Clift, help a 9 year old find his mother, in Germany, after Auschwitz split them – the way 
Trump’s ICE splits families. This parallel was painful, and obvious. Yet in one scene the film shows 
truck fulls of Auschwitz children going to Israel, since their families were already dead. And that 
scene implies why this kind of “compassion” is all the more dreadful. What are we creating in the 
“New South”? 

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes



Immigrant/Police Dialogue Series
raises questions of equity

By Shira Laucharoen

The Human Rights Commission held a 
session of the Immigrant/Police Dialogue 
Series addressing pressing social concerns 
at the Cross Street Center on July 19. 
With the aim of increasing transparency 
and examining this complicated relation-
ship, the Chief of Police David Fallon re-
sponded to questions from attendees.

Fallon revealed that the report of do-
mestic violence related incidents has ex-
perienced some dips over the years, rising 
and falling since 2015. Of these incidents, 
the Somerville Police Department does 
not know the ethnicity of those involved, 
as Fallon said that the police do not re-
port race in their statistics.

One individual raised the question of 
whether victims of crime who do not have 
a social security number and only have a 
foreign passport would have their infor-
mation shared with other parties. Fallon 
said that information would be passed 
on to Homeland Security Investigations, 
a division of ICE, if requested, although 
he stated that there have not yet been re-
ported incidents of Somerville residents 
being picked up by ICE.

Maureen DiPaolo, a victim witness ad-
vocate with the Family Services Unit, ex-
plained that the police do not have official 
translators for victims who may not speak 
English, but that there are often officers 
who speak different languages at hand 

or third parties accompanying the vic-
tims. The Police Department also offers 
a language access line for callers. DiPaolo 
described her role in helping victims find 
resources, stating that victims are often 
dependent on abusers for food sources 
and housing, a condition that may com-
plicate each case.

Attendees of the meeting reflected on 
the past and current relationship be-
tween immigrant residents and the po-
lice. Regina Bertholdo, of Somerville 
Public Schools, stated that she had “wit-
nessed horrible behavior of the police in 
the past towards immigrants,” but that 
the situation has improved greatly. One 
individual drew attention to the gang or-
dinance passed in May 2004, a law that 
was viewed as promoting racial profiling 
and creating a strained dynamic between 
the police and the community. In addi-
tion, Fallon updated meeting participants 
on new initiatives the Police Department 
is establishing, including a cadet program 
which will recruit from high school mi-
nority and female students, as well as a 

basketball program.
The Immigrant/Police Dialogue Se-

ries, which are public meetings that have 
been run for the past 10 years, will be 
held quarterly, and the next session will 
be hosted on October 18 at the Central 
Library. The city’s manager of Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion Nency Salamoun 
said that it is the program’s goal to have 
increased immigrant representation at 
the meetings.

“We want members of the community 
to feel safe in this space and ask questions 
without fear,” Salamoun said.

Manager of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Nency Salamoun (left) introduced Chief of Police David 
Fallon (right) at the Immigrant/Police Dialogue Series.		      — Photo by Shira Laucharoen
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"We want members of
the community to feel 

safe in this space and ask 
questions without fear"

Davis Square planning meeting

Join the City of Somerville Planning Department for a discussion about the Da-
vis Square Neighborhood Plan on Tuesday, July 31, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Somerville Community Baptist Church, 31 College Ave. Planning staff will re-
view feedback received from the community via prior discussions and outreach, 
and receive additional input, which will be used to help finalize the plan.

The following questions will be discussed at the meeting: How should the City 
address the increasing maintenance issues in Davis Square? Should the residen-
tial areas around the core of Davis Square be upzoned for additional housing? 
How should a potential new four-way intersection be designed?

To review the current proposal, visit www.somervillebydesign.com/neighbor-
hoods/davis, or for more information, contact planning@somervillema.gov.
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By Jim Clark

All he was doing was walking home
While parked near the inter-
section of Kidder and Willow 
Ave. last week, police officers ob-
served a vehicle speeding toward 
the intersection heading North 
on Willow.

The intersection is a four-
way stop and is raised to slow 
traffic. This area is in a school 
zone and the posted speed lim-
it is 20 mph.

The car reportedly bounced 
hard when it hit the raised 
intersection and then the car 
took off rapidly with the tires 
squealing loudly.

The officers activated their 

emergency lights and pursued 
the vehicle northbound. They 
observed the car turn right on 
Broadway without stopping at 
the stop light, then disappear af-
ter they turned the corner.

At the next intersection the 
officers observed two helpful 
citizens at the intersection of 
Broadway and Josephine Ave. 
frantically waving their arms, 
directing them to go down Jose-
phine Ave., a one-way street.

The officers turned down Jo-
sephine Ave. and observed a ve-
hicle traveling at a high rate of 
speed ahead of them. It report-

edly turned right on Kidder Ave. 
and came to stop almost exact-
ly where the police cruiser was 
parked when they first observed 
the car run its first stop sign.

The driver, later identified 
as Peter McIlroy, of Medford, 
opened his car door as the offi-
cers approached and began to 
exit his car.

The officers told McIlroy to 
stay in the car, which he did, but 
he attempted to exit the car sev-
eral times as they were talking.

The officers reported that they 
detected a strong odor of alcohol 
coming from the driver. They 

also reportedly also observed the 
driver's eyes to be glassy and his 
speech slurred.

McIlroy was asked why he ran 
the stop sign and was driving so 
fast, to which he reportedly re-
plied that he did not know he 
was driving fast.

McIlroy was asked to perform 
a field sobriety test, but he re-
fused to cooperate so he was 
placed into custody.

While waiting for the prisoner 
transport wagon, McIlroy re-
peatedly asked the officers to put 
him in contact with his lawyer in 
several different ways.

Each time he asked, the offi-
cers explained that he would 
get his phone call after he was 
booked at the station, but he 
reportedly did not understand 
their responses or was unable to 
comprehend them. McIlroy also 
stated that the officers were ha-
rassing him and all he was doing 
was walking home.

McIlroy was taken in for book-
ing on charges of failure to stop 
or yield, improper operation of 
a motor vehicle, operation of a 
motor vehicle under the influ-
ence of liquor, and reckless oper-
ation of a motor vehicle.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG
Arrests:

Peter McIlroy, of 15 Martin 
St., Medford, July 16, 12:04 
a.m., arrested at Willow Ave. 
on charges of failure to stop or 
yield, improper operation of a 
motor vehicle, operation of a 

motor vehicle under the influ-
ence of liquor, and reckless op-
eration of a motor vehicle.

Jeffrey Solomon, of 534 Re-
vere St., Revere, July 17, 11:04 
a.m., arrested at Pearl St. on 
warrant charges of shoplifting 

over $250 by concealing mer-
chandise and conspiracy.

Julio Rolon-Lopez, of 24 North 
St., July 17, 2:06 p.m., arrested 
at Washington St. on a warrant 
charge of assault to murder.

Laquan Holland, of 55 

O'Reily Way, Charlestown, July 
18, 3:48 p.m., arrested at Revo-
lution Dr. on a warrant charge 
of sex offender failure to register.

Rishaad Lee, of 170 Medford 
St., Boston, July 21, 7:25 p.m., 
arrested at Broadway on a war-

rant charge of misdemeanor 
breaking and entering.

Kasey Citron, of 70 Porter 
St., July 22, 1:31 a.m., arrested 
at Porter St. on a charge of op-
eration of a motor vehicle un-
der the influence of liquor.

clearing is also well underway, says 
West. But although the project appears 
to be running on schedule, he urged the 
community to be understanding of po-
tential delays.

“The paramount concern we have is 
safety, not only of our workers, but of the 
public,” said West.

The team also updated residents on the 
design for the community path, which 
would provide additional pedestrian ac-
cess to transit. The most recent plans 
include several safety features such as 
call boxes and lighting. Despite progress, 
these designs are still in their preliminary 
stages, said GLXC Engineering Coordi-
nator Sean Anderson.

Finally, the community heard about the 
bridge replacement plan from Mike Ort-
lier, the GLXC Construction and Traffic 
Coordinator. The project will affect seven 
bridges between now and 2020, starting 
with the Broadway Bridge this coming 
fall. For the Broadway Bridge closure, the 
team presented a possible car detour as 
well as three potential bus routes, inviting 
the community to consider which pro-
posal might be optimal.

Following the presentation, attendees 

were given an opportunity to comment 
on the project. The participants included 
State Representative Christine Parker, 
who emphasized the importance of com-
munication between the GLX team and 
the community.

“I’m hoping for a process where people 
are listened to,” said Parker.

Community members were perhaps 
most anxious about the Broadway Bridge, 
which will be closed for reconstruction 
for twelve months. The current detour 
would direct cars onto Harvard Street, 
which residents claimed would not only 
be disruptive, but dangerous.

“Harvard Street is in pathetic shape,” 
one person declared. Another resident 
said that a National Grid worker had 
likened the road’s conditions to “Swiss 
cheese.” One person said that Harvard 
Street would need to be repaired before 
facing this massive increase in traffic.

In addition, attendees worried that large 
backups caused by detours might encour-
age drivers to pour into residential areas.

“I’m very concerned about the motor 
vehicle detour route,” said Ward 5 Alder-
man Mark Niedergang. “Keep people the 
hell out of our neighborhoods!”

Public updated at GLX meeting, 
concerns shared   CONT. FROM PG 1

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 617-666-4010

and speak to the Assignment Editor
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
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Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local senators and representatives’ votes on roll 
calls from the week of July 16-20.

$41.88 BILLION FISCAL 2019 STATE BUDGET 
(H 4800)
House 143-6, Senate 36-1, approved and sent to Gov. 
Charlie Baker the conference committee compromise 
version of a $41.88 billion fiscal 2019 state budget.

Baker has ten days to sign the budget and to veto sec-
tions of it. It would then take a two-thirds vote of the 
House and Senate to override any vetoes. The confer-
ence committee version was hammered out after the 
House and Senate each approved different budgets. The 
final version is nearly $400 million more than what ei-
ther branch approved.

“This budget demonstrates a commitment to our con-
stituents and is a testament to the fiscal strength of our 
commonwealth,” said Senate President Harriette Chan-
dler (D-Worcester). “With this funding, we are support-
ing our children’s education, the transit systems in our 
cities and towns, and underserved youth and families 
across Massachusetts.”

“I voted against the conference committee budget for fis-
cal year 2019 because it did not contain even rudimen-
tary protections from overzealous law enforcement for 
immigrants in Massachusetts,” said Rep. Denise Provost 
(D-Somerville). “Massachusetts should not be abetting 
or participating in enforcement of these policies. It vi-
olates our heritage as the state which, in 1855, passed a 
law which prohibited state officers from assisting in the 
removal from the commonwealth of escaped slaves seek-
ing refuge here.”

“This is a fiscally sound budget that addresses key House 
priorities,” said House Speaker Bob DeLeo (D-Win-
throp). “I am particularly proud of our investments in 
early education and care, the stabilization fund deposit, 
our work to bolster this year’s landmark criminal justice 
bill and our decision to lift the cap on welfare benefits.” 

Other opponents said the budget does not make suffi-
cient cuts, state spending has grown too much over the 
past few years and billions of dollars of taxpayer money 
is going to government services for illegal immigrants.

(A "Yes" vote is for the budget. A "No" vote is against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 No
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 No
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

HIKE CAR RENTAL TAX BY $2 TO FUND PO-
LICE TRAINING (H 4516)
House 143-5, Senate 36-0, approved and sent to Gov. 
Baker a bill imposing a $2 tax on car rentals to fund mu-
nicipal police training.

Amendment supporters said the small fee would 
raise up to $10 million annually for this fund es-
tablished by the criminal justice law signed by Gov. 
Baker last month.

“This is the result of years of tireless advocacy from the 
Mass Chiefs of Police Association and other law en-
forcement entities to secure a dedicated revenue stream 
for police training,” said Rep. Hal Naughton (D-Clin-
ton). “This will ensure our officers in the commonwealth 

have access to better training practices and resources as 
well as fulfill training mandates required by the state. 
Training is critical for officers to safely do their jobs and 
it is more important than ever that we make sure our 
men and women in law enforcement get all the support 
they need to keep us all safe.”

"I am extremely disappointed that police training money 
was used as a cover to create a new tax on rental cars,” 
said Rep. Shaunna O’Connell (R-Taunton). The com-
monwealth has a $1.2 billion surplus of revenue and yet 
the state could not find the money to fund police train-
ing without raising taxes. Unfortunately, all too often 
when a tax is implemented for a purpose it disappears 
into the General Fund.”

"The commonwealth’s municipal police officers have 
been underserved by reliance on an annual budget ap-
propriation to the Municipal Police Training Council,” 
said Rep. Tim Whelan (R-Brewster), a former police of-
ficer.  “The bill is a vehicle for guaranteed funding long 
sought by the Mass Chiefs of Police Association to en-
sure our brave law enforcement officers have resources 
available to give them access to the training they need to 
improve their safety and their dedicated service to our 
communities.”

“I completely support our police and their need for on-
going training,” said Rep. Marc Lombardo (R-Billerica). 
“I oppose a new tax to fund this while we have a $1.2 bil-
lion budget surplus. We should have funded this within 
the budget with existing revenues.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the $2 tax to fund police training. A 
“No” vote is against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

RAISE AGE FROM 18 TO 21 TO PURCHASE 
TOBACCO (H 4784)
House 146-3, Senate 32-3, approved a bill raising from 
18 to 21 the age to legally purchase cigarettes and elec-
tronic cigarettes in the Bay State. Other provisions ban 
e-cigarettes and other vape devices from the workplace 
and prohibit pharmacies and healthcare facilities from 
selling any tobacco or vape products.

"Increasing the tobacco age to 21 will reduce tobacco 
use among youth and young adults – age groups when 
nearly all tobacco use begins and that are heavily tar-
geted by the tobacco industry,” said Matthew Myers, 
President of the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. 
“We know that about 95 percent of adult smokers 
began smoking before they turned 21. We also know 
that tobacco companies spend $9.5 billion a year – 
more than $1 million every hour – to market their 
deadly and addictive products, much of it aimed at 
young people.”

Sen. Don Humason (R-Westfield) said he opposes 
the bill because it takes away personal freedom and 
individual responsibility. He revealed that he has 
never smoked cigarettes or marijuana or vaped. He 
said he doesn’t think people should do any of those 
three things but that he has a hard time when the 
government tries to tell adults what they can and 
cannot do. He said the government should provide 
information to help people make a decision on these 
matters.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

REPEAL ARCHAIC SEX AND ABORTION 
LAWS (S 2260)
House 138-9, Senate 38-0, approved and sent to Gov. 
Baker a bill that would eliminate old state laws restrict-
ing or banning abortion and contraception.

The laws repealed include the ban on unmarried peo-
ple accessing abortion and contraception; the ban on 
distributing information on how to procure contracep-
tion or abortion care; a law which punishes doctors, 
pharmacists and all healthcare providers for distributing 
contraception or providing abortion care; and a ban on 
adultery and fornication.

“I applaud the Massachusetts House of Representatives 
for voting overwhelmingly to wipe archaic and uncon-
stitutional laws off the books and make clear the right 
to safe, legal abortion is protected in our state,” said  Dr. 
Jennifer Childs-Roshak, president and CEO, of Planned 
Parenthood Advocacy Fund of Massachusetts. “These 
archaic laws represent a Massachusetts that no longer 
exists – one in which women did not have autonomy 
over their bodies, futures, or lives—and one that should 
never again exist.”

“The vote to pass [the bill] was a decade in the making, 
and its passage proves that Massachusetts is ready to 
lead the way in ensuring access to abortion and contra-
ceptive care, especially given the threat to our basic rights 
on the federal level” said Rebecca Hart Holder, Presi-
dent of NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts. "With this 
win, Massachusetts now has the momentum necessary 
to push even further, having laid the groundwork to take 
the next steps to enshrine protections for abortion access 
in state law and become a safe haven state for reproduc-
tive health care.”

The Catholic Action League called the House vote 
"hasty, histrionic, and gratuitous, but unsurprising.” 
"Once again, members of the Massachusetts Legislature 
have demonstrated their toadying subservience to one 
of the state's most powerful special interests – Planned 
Parenthood,” said the league’s Executive Director C. 
J. Doyle. “More than 70 percent of state senators and 
more 64 percent of state representatives are listed by the 
Planned Parenthood Advocacy Fund of Massachusetts 
as 'Champions' or 'Allies.'"

Doyle continued, "As the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court asserted as long ago as 1981, in Moe 
v. Secretary of Administration and Finance, that the 
state Constitution contains a right to abortion, a pos-
sible future U.S. Supreme decision reversing or mod-
ifying Roe v. Wade would have no effect in Massa-
chusetts. This measure is more about pandering than 
lawmaking."

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it. 
The House vote is from last week. The Senate vote is 
from January.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes
	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes
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ALLOW NEIGHBORHOODS TO BAND TO-
GETHER AND FORM A DISTRICT (H 4546)
Senate 22-15, approved a local option bill allowing a 
city or town to authorize the creation of community 
benefit districts which would permit owners of contig-
uous property in a city or town to form a district and 
require property owners to pay for additional services, 
improvements, events and other projects and activities 
within the district. The districts would be operated by a 
nonprofit board.

Is the required payment a tax or an assessment fee? It 
depends on who you ask.

“Assessment fees are not a tax,” said Andre Leroux, Ex-
ecutive Director MA Smart Growth Alliance which 
supports the bill. “They are established by local initiative 
through the development of a management plan, a pe-
tition signed by participants, after a public hearing, ap-
proval by the City Council or Board of Selectmen, and 
under the control of a nonprofit management entity that 
allows broad community input and control. The fees are 
paid by property owners for services (benefits) that they 
receive and manage. Is a condo fee a tax? It’s the same 
principle on a district scale.”

“Condo fees are a voluntary imposition, part of a con-
tract entered into only if one chooses,” said Citizens 
for Limited Taxation Executive Director Chip Ford 
who opposes the measure. “They are avoidable. Com-
munity Benefit District taxes will be imposed ex-post 
facto on an unwilling entity by a hungry majority of 
beneficiaries. It will become the proverbial two wolves 
and a lamb democratically voting on what’s for din-
ner. By the way, the wolves and lamb have already 
paid their dinner tab, to the state and municipality, so 

don’t need to vote on it.”

“While our statewide economy is strong and unemploy-
ment low, there are still many communities where that is 
not the case,” said the bill’s sponsor Sen. Brendan Crigh-
ton (D-Lynn). “Municipalities across the state do their 
best to create environments that spur economic growth, 
but they are often dealing with limited resources and 
capacities. Community Benefit Districts can help by of-
fering a tool that brings all of the stakeholders together 
with the goal of making neighborhood improvements, 
creating jobs, and growing our local economies. These 
benefits could include improved walkability, lighting, 
cultural programs, branding, landscaping, and supports 
for local businesses.”

"Communities already have democratic and voluntary 
tools to make district improvements,” said Sen. Pat Je-
hlen (D-Somerville) who voted against the proposal. 
“This bill would make it easier for a minority of proper-
ty owners to form a private corporation with the power 
to tax their neighbors and make decisions about public 
spaces and district services.”

The House and Senate have approved different versions 
of the bill. The Senate version now goes to the House for 
consideration. 

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 No

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 

the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of July 16-20, the House met for a total 
of 18 hours and 58 minutes while the Senate met for a 
total of 32 hours and 15 minutes.

Mon. July 16	 House 11:00 a.m. to 5:01 p.m.

	 Senate 11:06 a.m. to 4:44 p.m.

Tues. July 17	 House 11:04 a.m. to 4:47 p.m.

	 Senate 11:04 a.m. to 5:14 p.m.

Wed. July 19	 House 11:02 a.m. to 5:56 p.m.

	 Senate 11:11 a.m. to 7:55 p.m.

Thurs. July 19	 House 11:02 a.m. to 11:22 a.m. 

	 Senate 11:05 a.m. to 10:48 p.m.

Fri. July 20	 No House session

	 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued
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The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #158

The Highway
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Since 1922, Route 28 has been the longest state num-
bered highway in Massachusetts. Beginning at the Or-
leans rotary on outer Cape Cod, it pushes its patchwork 
way north for 152 miles to the New Hampshire border 
at Salem. Route 28 meanders through six counties and, 
coincidently, 28 different towns. Today, as it traces its way 
over a half dozen former Colonial Turnpikes, it is called 
by many local names. In Somerville, it has been referred 
to as the Middlesex Fells Parkway, Route 28, the North-
ern Artery, and sometimes more affectionately as Monsi-
gnor McGrath Highway.

On November 29, 1869, Father Christopher T. McGrath 
founded Saint Joseph’s Church in Union Square which 
was the first Catholic Church in Somerville. It will be 150 
years old next year and was founded three years before 
Somerville became a city. Father McGrath kept his post 
there for over sixty-two years, and his residence during 
the initial church construction was at Poplar and Wash-
ington Streets in the heavily Irish-populated Brick Bottom 
section of the town. This was his original flock. They had 
come to America after fleeing the devastating famine of 
Ireland that had taken one million lives and reduced that 
country’s population by half. 

Father McGrath studied 
theology at St. Mary’s Sem-
inary in Baltimore during the 
Civil War where he was or-
dained a priest on December 
23, 1865. While a seminari-
an, he had marched in Presi-
dent Lincoln’s funeral proces-
sion just eight months earlier. 
Before his arrival, Somerville 
Catholics had to travel far to attend religious services; and 
by the end of his career, they had close access to seven par-
ishes. He was a priest for sixty-six years and sixty-two of 
them were spent at Saint Joseph’s Church and Schools 
helping and aiding Somerville residents. He did this for 
over three generations regardless of their faith and needs. 

One of his students at 
Saint Joseph’s achieved 
national fame by discov-
ering Babe Ruth. It was 
Somerville’s Brother Gil-
bert Cairns who worked 
at Baltimore’s Saint Mary’s 
Industrial School for Boys 
who scouted and coached 
the 18-year-old future 

“King of Swat” into the major leagues. 
Father McGrath was elevated to Continued on page 20

basketball court, a baseball field, 
a soccer field, a water park, 
community gardens, and soar-
ing playground equipment. The 
park also green features, such 
as 150-200 new trees and an 
underground storm water stor-
age system. The infrastructure 
will be able to hold 250,000 
gallons of water, relieving 
flooding problems that the 
Lincoln Park area has histor-
ically faced. Franzen said that 
all surfaces in the park are per-
meable, with a playground de-
sign that incorporates spongy, 
water absorbent material. In 
design stages, two camps ex-
isted, advocating for synthetic 
turf and natural grass.

“We went with natural grass, 
and the topography is much dif-
ferent now,” said Franzen. “There 
was a flat dirt field, and it now 

has a rolling topography with 
trees and informal places for sit-
ting around. There’s a huge new 
playground that’s the core of the 
park, with spaces for little kids 
and a sand play area.” 

The renovation of the park 
cost over 8 million dollars, with 
funding approved by the Board 
of Aldermen in 2016. The first 
phase of the project was the 
building of the Argenziano 
schoolyard facility, which was 
completed in September 2016. 
Design for the park was devel-
oped by Weston & Sampson 
architects, a team of landscape 
architects, urban designers, 
and planners, while MacKay’s 
Construction Services was re-
sponsible for building. During 
planning meetings, developers 
pointed towards the impor-
tance of equitable access to out-

door recreation opportunities.
Franzen said that he hopes the 

park will be a draw for the en-
tire community, accommodating 
all with recreation programming 
for soccer, softball, and basket-
ball, and offering a space for 
Argenziano School’s physical 
education classes to utilize. The 
park will be an environment that 
fosters developmentally healthy 
play, guiding kids “away from 
screens,” said Franzen. 

“There are towering play struc-
tures that dominate the skyline, 
with three towers connected by 
net bridges,” said Franzen. “We’re 
trying to promote the idea of 
adventure play and know that 
kids are going to be healthier 
and do better when challenged. 
We wanted to provide the most 
interesting and stimulating play 
that we could.”

Lincoln Park celebrates reopening of 
public space   CONT. FROM PG 1

Children played in the water park in the state of the art public space.			      — Photos by Shira Laucharoen

New playground facilities are at the core of the redesign of 
Lincoln Park.

The park features a new swing set for recreational use.

Brisket Cutting with Mayor Curtatone
On Tuesday, July 24, Chef/Owner Andy Husbands of The Smoke 
Shop was joined by Mayor Joe Curtatone for the official Cutting 
of Brisket (in lieu of a traditional ribbon cutting) to celebrate the 
opening of the restaurant’s newest location at 325 Assembly Row. 
The Smoke Shop Assembly is inspired by southern tobacco barns, 
boasting 120 seats in the main dining room with two exterior patios 
on the North and South side of the building for al fresco dining.

For more information about The Smoke Shop, visit their website 
at www.thesmokeshopbbq.com.



Somerville Stands Together for 
good jobs, affordable housing

Dozens of Somerville Stands 
Together volunteers knocked on 
hundreds of doors last Saturday, 
talking to neighbors about the 
importance of building a Somer-
ville that works for all of us.

Somerville residents are be-
coming increasingly alarmed 
with wealthy out-of-town de-
velopers receiving tax breaks 
and sweetheart deals while 
families are priced out of their 
own neighborhoods and public 
service workers are denied fair 
contracts.

Somerville Stands Together 
(SST) launched in April 2018 in 
response to this growing wave of 
frustration. Since then, the coa-
lition of labor, community and 
social justice groups has steadily 
gained momentum. More and 
more concerned Somerville res-
idents and organizations have 
continued to join the campaign 
every week.

SST canvassers talked to 
neighbors about the importance 

of the campaign:
• Invest in new and existing 

affordable housing, to safeguard 
residents against displacement.

• I Negotiate fair contracts for 
our city’s municipal workers. 

• I Update and enforce Somer-
ville’s existing fair labor ordi-
nances.

• I Allow employees to form 
unions and hold free and fair 
elections at businesses that re-
ceive tax breaks from the City of 
Somerville.

• I Hire local and union labor 
on construction projects to en-
sure high standards for safety 
and training and to provide fam-
ily-sustaining career pathways 
for workers.

"A lot of people are fired up 

about these issues," Somerville 
Resident and SST member 
Marianne Walles said. "Elected 
officials need to remember who 
put them in office – hardwork-
ing families, not rich developers. 
More and more of our neighbors 
are raising their voices to insist 
that Somerville leaders lift up 
working families and support 
our city's progressive values."

As a result of the door knock-
ing action, dozens of new mem-
bers joined Somerville Stands 
Together to help build a Somer-
ville that works for all of us.

— Somerville Stands Together
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The Norton Group Real Estate – Rentals
Residential:
Inman / Union Square,	 3-Rms 1-bedrooms updated heated	 Available 8/1	 asking $1,800 heated 
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 2-Rms combo liv/bedrm all new	 Available 9/1	 asking $1,795 htd/hw
Inman Sq. / Union Sq.	 4-Rms 2-bedms all updated	 Available 8/1	 asking $2,350 htd/hw
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 4-Rms 2-bedrooms some updating	 Available 8/1	 asking $2,000
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 3-Rms 1-bedrm, all new, & mod.	 Available 9/1	 asking $2,095
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 3-Rms 1-bedrm all new & mod.	 Available 9/1	 asking $2,095
Winter Hill / Gilman Sq.	 6-Rms 4-bedrm all new & mod.	 Available 9/1	 asking $4,400

Comercial:
Union Square 1200+ sq ft / main level, 500 sq ft/ basement storage	 Available 9/1	 asking $2,900
Lower Broadway Second floor 2000 plus sq ft	 Available now	 asking $2,800

The Norton Group Real Estate • 699 Broadway, Somerville • 617-623-6600

" A lot of people 
are fired up about 

these issues"

SCW working to 
ensure a healthy 

Somerville

The Somerville Commission for Women (SCW) and Doug 
Kress, Director of Health and Human Services, welcomed 
Lisa Brukilacchio, Director of the Somerville Community 
Health Agenda at the Cambridge Health Alliance, and Kath-
erine Smith and Marisa Rafal, two summer interns, to present 
statistics from the 2017 Wellbeing of Somerville Report. The 
report is a recent publication that focuses on health across 
life stages and promotes a holistic look at wellbeing, including 
social determinants from prenatal stage onward.
For the meeting, Brukilacchio and her team’s focus was the 
health of women. Utilizing the data, the SCW discussed how 
we can best collaborate to improve the lives of Somerville 
women and children across their lifespans.
The entirety of the Wellbeing of Somerville Report can be 
accessed online by visiting www.somervillema.gov/wellbeing.
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COMMENTARY
The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Data Download with Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone

Citizen Jack Connolly Commentary

By Joseph A. Curtatone

Taking a closer look at notable city 
data—and interesting numbers.

150 new trees, 1.25 million 
gallons of stormwater, and 
more: We know that access to 
quality green space isn’t a luxury. 
It’s a necessity in urban areas like 
ours, not just for our physical 
and mental well-being but also 
to bring our community out of 
their homes and into the fresh 
air together. That’s what made 
last week’s highly anticipated 
celebration of the re-opening of 
Lincoln Park so special. 

While new features include 
towering play structures, a skate 
park and parkour area, a bas-
ketball court, water features, fit-
ness station, a toddler area with 
climbing logs and a sandbox, 
and more, the new Lincoln Park 
is much more than just a play-

ground. With 150 new trees, 
community gardens, and an un-
derground storage system that 
can hold 1.25 million gallons of 
stormwater, it’s also an essential 
community asset that’s helping 
us achieve some of our most im-
portant environmental goals. 

Construction on the lawns 
and fields isn’t complete and will 
continue through the fall and 
spring. And I know that may 
be frustrating, but we needed to 
take the time to do this right. In 
the meantime, we hope that you 
and your friends and family take 
advantage of what is opening 
and get outside and get playing 
and moving together.

14.3 million tons of clothing in 
landfills: Approximately 85 per-
cent of clothing is thrown away 
instead of being recycled or do-
nated, and 14.3 million tons of 
it ends up in landfills across the 
country each year. It’s important 
that Somerville does our part to 
change this. 

Beginning July 30, in an effort 
to help residents more easily 
recycle clothes, shoes, jewelry, 
dishes, and other small house-
hold items, the City will begin 
offering curbside textile recy-
cling pick-up to residences al-

ready receiving City trash and 
recycling services. The collection 
days will operate on the same 
schedule as normal trash and re-
cycling pick-up. 

Residents who are eligible 
to participate in the program 
should have already received 
pink Simple Recycling bags in 
the mail along with information-
al materials. To request more 
Simple Recycling bags and for 
information on what items are 
able to be recycled, visit www.
simplerecycling.com. For more 
information on the Somerville 
Curbside Textile Recycling Pro-
gram, visit www.somervillema.
gov/textilerecycling.

52,547 registered Somerville 
voters: It’s already that time of 
year again – time to start think-
ing about elections. As of Fri-
day, July 20, there were more 
than 52,000 voters registered in 
Somerville, and this year they’ll 
be deciding many races for state-
wide offices, including governor, 
secretary of state, representative 
and senate in General Court, 
and representative and senate 
in Congress. Sample ballots for 
the September 4th State Prima-
ry are already available, so you 
can research, learn more about 

the candidates, and make an in-
formed decision. 

As a reminder, the last day 
to register to vote for the State 
Primary or to amend your reg-
istration (change your address, 
political party affiliation, etc.) 
is Wednesday, August 15. For 
more information on this year’s 
elections calendar – and for 
the sample ballots – visit www.
somervillema.gov/elections.

A hole as small as 12 millime-
ters: It’s no secret that no one 
wants to live with rats. And it’s 
certainly no one’s favorite topic 
for discussion, but it’s an im-
portant one. While many may 
chalk up rodent activity to an in-
evitability of urban life, there are 
some steps we can take together 
to reduce their impacts, and that 
includes education. 

A startling fact I learned re-
cently is that holes as small as 
12 millimeters ( just under a 
half-inch) can allow rodents 
entry into a space. This means 
that we must carefully examine 
and rodent proof our homes, 
businesses, and trash recep-
tacles.  More information on 
how to correctly do this can be 
found at www.somervillema.
gov/rodentcontrol. 

The City is working hard to 
continually advance our efforts 
around rodent control. We 
hired the top rodent manage-
ment consultant in the coun-
try (a video of his walkthrough 
around Somerville Ave. can be 
found at the address above), and 
the inter-departmental Rodent 
Action Team meets regularly 
to review the data and develop 
interventions. But we need your 
help. Please continue to report 
any sightings of rodent activity 
to 311, and review the informa-
tion on the website to learn what 
you and your neighbors can do 
on your property and in your 
neighborhoods to help us curb 
rodent activity.

Data-based decision making is 
at the core of how the City of 
Somerville develops policy and 
sets priorities. Every day we 
check the latest 311 stats, and 
throughout the week we meet for 
in-depth review of departmental 
data and city trends. The Data 
Download column shares some 
of the data we’ve been reviewing 
recently, as well as interesting 
updates. To see more Somerville 
Data, visit the online Somerville 
Data Farm at www.somerville-
ma.gov/datafarm.

By Jack Connolly

It’s been a little over six months 
since I’ve stepped down from 
over three decades of public 
service as the Ward Six Alder-
man and an Alderman at Large, 
having fallen victim to the "Our 
Revolution" ouster effort that 
knocked out to longtime native 
Somervilians, Ward 2 Alderman 
Maryann Heuston, Ward 3 Al-
derman Rob McWatters, as well 
as myself and East Somerville 
native-born Alderman At-Large 
Dennis Sullivan, off of the BOA.

The leftist political group and 
self-professed Socialist-leaning 
progressive Democrats group 
known as "Our Revolution" em-
ployed a masterful social media 

campaign in order to entice re-
cent arrived millennials and left-
over "Bernie Bros" to change the 
political landscape as it existed, 
and it worked, with five rookie 
aldermen elected.

As a result, the good ship 
Somerville has certainly tak-
en a hard-course "left" out of 
the comfy confines of Massa-
chusetts Bay, and appears to 
be heading for open and likely 
more troubling waters, as the 
City of Somerville craft appears 
to be steering towards more so-
cialist shores.

After over three decades of 
achieved progress through the 
collective efforts of Mayors’ 
Ralph, Brune, Capuano, Gay, 
current Mayor Curtatone, and 
cooperative Boards of Alder-
men, a largely rookie Board of 
Aldermen this year has divid-
ed the Somerville community 
much like the tough times of the 
70’s, when rent control was in 
its heyday (now outlawed by the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts), over the issue everybody’s 
talking about, the much bally-

hooed "affordability" crisis.
The primary focus of this 

Board thus far has been to try 
to implement a transfer tax, that 
with the approval of the Com-
monwealth through a Home 
Rule Petition, would allow the 
city to impose a 1% tax on prop-
erty sales, to be deposited into a 
city affiliated Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund with an as yet 
undefined structure or clear ad-
ministration to handle the pro-
ceeds of this new tax.

Despite fierce opposition 
from Somerville taxpayers and 
property owners, a Home Rule 
Petition was recently passed 
by the Board of Alderman, 
signed by the mayor within 
minutes of adoption by the 
Board of Aldermen, and sent 
to the State House, where the 
proposal now lays dormant in a 
committee, likely to die a quiet 
death by the end of this cur-
rent session on July 31.

In the meantime, many Somer-
ville citizens wonder where the 
priorities of this Board and the 
city are, what with citywide 

zoning reform languishing in 
the Land Use Committee. This 
much-needed reform of the 
last revision in 1990, has been 
kicked to the curb to the dis-
may of city planning and zon-
ing officials, who are valiantly 
trying to update and improve 
dated regulations much in need 
of significant improvements to 
conform to the goals of the city 
long-term planning document, 
SomerVision.

Also adding to the confusion 
is an attempt by the Board of 
Aldermen to craft changes in 
what is known as the Demo-
lition Delay Ordinance. First 
crafted in the early 2000’s, a 
proposed building project that 
might require a structure being 
demolished would have to wait 
for a period of nine months, if 
the structure had some type of 
possible historical significance.

Reformers of the new draft 
that would replace the current 
older version maintained that 
the current ordinance was often 
manipulated by developers who 
would allow the nine months to 

expire, and then move forward 
with demolition. The new pro-
posal would prevent demolition 
(and possible renovations) to oc-
cur for up to 24 months.

In a recent well-attended 
Public Hearing back on July 9, 
many questions and concerns 
were raised by property owners, 
bankers, real estate agents, and 
developers, and especially by 
Somerville Planning Director 
George Proakis.

As a result of detailed criti-
cisms and concerns raised at this 
meeting, the replacement Dem-
olition Delay Ordinance was de-
layed and left in the Legislative 
Matters Committee, where ex-
tensive and careful review is all 
but necessary. Nobody disagrees 
with the notion of preserving 
significant relevant and histor-
ical properties that should re-
main to be viewed by future gen-
erations and historians. The key 
question now is why wait until 
a property owner begins remod-
eling, or start renovations to de-
termine historical significance?

Continued on page 17
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Halt the bridge work the way it’s being 
proposed now and find a solution to 
keep part of it open so the businesses 
and residents won’t suffer. 

***********************
Happy birthday this week to several lo-
cals: Happy birthday to Leeann Rollins, 
the wife of Bruce Jr. We wish her the 
very best for her birthday. Happy birth-
day to local guy Richard Nilsson, a nice 
guy and great family man. We wish him 
a very happy birthday. Happy birthday 
to a NJ transplant, now in Winter Hill, 
John Serpico. A nice guy who loves his 
career in acting. We wish him the very 
best. Happy birthday our own special 
and fun guy here in Somerville, the great 
Jimmy Del Ponte, who is celebrating. 
Happy birthday to Patricia Norton and 
grandson Corey Norton, celebrating on 
the same day. We wish them both a great 
day. Happy birthday to Ward 5 Alder-
man and smart guy Mark Niedergang, 
who is also celebrating this week. And 
finally, happy birthday to Ricky Hart, 
of the famous Harts. We hope he has a 
great birthday especially with his fami-
ly. To all others here in the city who are 
celebrating that we may have missed, we 
wish you a happy birthday. 

***********************

Demet's Donuts in Medford is getting 
very busy, but those donuts and the large 
variety are like the old Day’s Donuts, 
huge and tasty. Almost a sin facing you 
when you come in for just coffee. It's 
hard to not get that jelly or lemon, not to 
mention the coconut donuts. The Somer-
ville Times is available every Wednesday 
at the donut shop. Stop in, get a coffee 
and few of those delicious donuts, or 
maybe the real – and we mean real – egg 
sandwiches, from real eggs.

***********************
Those of us that frequent the Winter 
Hill Post Office will notice that one 
friendly face, Joan, who has been serv-
ing Winter Hill residents and beyond 
now for 14 years, has moved on to an-
other post office nearer to her home. We 
here wish her the very best of luck. She 
and all the ladies at Winter Hill are very 
pleasant. Always service with a smile. 
Winter Hill is lucky to have Joan, and 
lucky to have the other fine ladies as well. 
We hope it continues to be so and wish 
the very best to Joan in her new location. 
Our loss is their gain.

***********************
We heard from a source that one of the 
recently elected Union Square Neigh-
borhood Council members who was 

on the slate with Our Revolution has 
moved out of the city, no longer residing 
here, but in Boston. Our source says that 
the council members won’t mention it 
and that the person is still active in the 
council. You’d think they would be above 
board, wouldn’t you? 

***********************
Who is in charge of the traffic pattern 
here in the city? Hopefully not DPW 
Commissioner Koty. The Powder-
house rotary lights are too long at 6:00 
a.m. Since there are only three ways into 
Davis Square, why is the light at Col-
lege Ave. and Winter St. so short? We 
timed it and only an average of four cars 
get through the green light. Speaking of 
lights and abuse, where is the police de-
partment when you need them? Think 
of all the money in fines they could be 
generating for the city at Temple and 
Mystic Ave. People are constantly run-
ning those lights. The city could make a 
fortune there.

***********************
Oh boy, we know that Walgreens 
bought out Rite Aid. Many of the Win-
ter Hill Rite Aid customers don’t want 
to go to Walgreens. The staff and phar-
macist at Rite Aid are the best. Without 
hesitation, they are the friendliest em-

ployees around and very helpful. Many 
residents of Winter Hill know what we 
are talking about. Let’s hope Rite Aid in 
Winter Hill doesn’t change. 

***********************
Miss watching the Board of Alderman 
meetings on TV? You can view them in 
their entirety on Comcast channel 22, 
as well as on YouTube. Watch your city 
at work and see how these dedicated 
members of our community are serving 
you, the public. We can’t say this enough, 
watch the meetings on either cable 
broadcast live, or go online to YouTube 
to watch them. You will find some pretty 
hysterical information there about what’s 
happening in the city. This should be re-
quired viewing for everyone who cares 
about what is happening here. Even the 
committee meetings are online. After 
all, the Board of Aldermen is voting to 
spend your money. Wow, the raises some 
department heads are getting. Of course, 
those friendly with the mayor are the 
ones that are getting huge ones.

***********************
The Somerville City Club is looking to 
increase its membership. For the time 
being membership is open to any resi-
dent here in the city It's a great organi-
zation that has been

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
It's going to be a long, hard summer in 
and around the city very soon. And a 
long, hard fall ... winter ... etc.

At least one full year of grief and aggra-
vation is in store for drivers, cyclists, and 
even pedestrians as the Green Line Ex-
tension project rumbles into Somerville, 
hacking and hewing at the present day 
infrastructure to make way for the new.

Of particular concern is the snarl of 

traffic that is expected to engulf the Ball 
Square area of the city once the Broad-
way Ball Sq. bridge gets closed down for 
the next 12 months.

Many are asking why the complete clo-
sure of the bridge is even necessary. That 
perhaps the renovation work can be done 
in stages, in smaller sections systematical-
ly. People are also wondering how much 
thought and preparation has been put 

into making sure that effective rerouting 
measures are going to be put in place.

In the Ball Square area alone, many res-
idents and business owners are seriously 
concerned for their personal well-be-
ing, safety, and peace of mind in the 
face of what may be coming at them in 
the months to come. Add in some heavy 
snowfall in the winter and the nightmare 
scenario becomes truly terrifying.

The city is doing whatever it can – pre-
sumably – to keep us informed about 
all the upcoming activities of the GLX 
project. Several public meetings have 
been scheduled in the near future to help 
keep concerned residents up-to-date and 
prepared for what will be coming. Go to 
www.somervillema.gov/glx for the latest.

After all, forewarned is forearmed. In 
this situation, it's best to be fully armed.

Continued on page 16
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International 
Sand Sculpting 
Festival
The 2018 International Sand Sculpting Festival took place July 20 – 
22 at Revere Beach. Visitors enjoyed the magnificent sand sculpting 
competition, delicious food trucks and vendors, and amusements and 
fun for the whole family. A spectacular fireworks display took place 
Saturday night.
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Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos Photos by Claudia Ferro
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www.somervillema.com
www.medfordma.com

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 617-666-4010

and speak to the Assignment Editor

SPORTS
Somerville table tennis star shines
at World Veteran Championships

Nicholas Gangi, a resident of 
Somerville for 74 years, a table 
tennis player for more than 30 
years, was sponsored by The 
Boston Table Tennis Center 
of Medford to compete in the 
World Veteran Championships 
at the Las Vegas Convention 
Center, the largest convention 
center in North America.

The tournament was conduct-
ed June 18-24, 2018. More than 
4,000 players from 98 countries 
participated, ranging in age from 
age 40-90 years, each playing 
within their age group of either 
40-44, 45-49, 50-54, etc.

Nicholas played in the 90+ 
group and won the Silver med-
al in Doubles and First place in 
Singles Consolation. He played 
Doubles with a player from Cal-
ifornia named Simon Wasser-
man, whom he didn’t know and 
never played with.

The tournament was highly 
competitive on a world-wide 
basis. Meeting people from all 
walks of life that also compete 
as table tennis players was quite 
heartwarming for Gangi. 

The World Veteran Champi-
onship Tournament is held ev-

ery two years in a different coun-
try. The previous one was held in 
Spain. In 2020 it will be held in 
France. The last time it was held 
in the USA was 1990 in Balti-
more, Maryland.

This tournament originated in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, in 1982 and 
since then the playing venue has 

been held in several continents.
Gangi also competes in States 

Senior Olympics, playing table 
tennis. He has competed in 
MA, NH, RI, CT and ME as 
a medal winner and qualified 
for National Senior Olympics 
held every year, two years in a 
different state.

He has competed as a medal 
recipient in Baton Rouge LA, 
Norfolk VA, Pittsburgh PA, 
Louisville KY, Cleveland OH, 
Minneapolis MN and Birming-
ham AL.

Going on 91, Gangi is not a 
typical 90-year-old, as his doctor 
will confirm.

Nicholas Gangi attended a specially scheduled award ceremony held in his honor at the World Veteran Championships.

Ms. Cam’s

#638Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What is the oldest of 
the four major champion-
ships in professional golf?

2.  What character in Dis-
ney's Pinocchio sang When 
You Wish Upon a Star?

3.  What organization 
lead the Boston Tea Party 
protest?

4.  In what film did Matt 
Damon make his profes-
sional acting debut?

5.  What is the name of 
the coffee shop the char-
acters in Friends hung 
out in?

6.  What is an animal 
called that eats food from 
both plants and animals?

7.  Who invented the  
Zamboni (ice resurfacer)?

8.  What kind of nut is 
used to make pesto?

9.  What area of the 
Atlantic Ocean is said 
to have had a number of 
aircraft and ships disap-
pear under mysterious 
circumstances?

10.  What American 
jazz singer was known as 
"Lady Day"?

11.  What racehorse was 
voted American Horse of 
the Year for 1938?

12.  What is the stage 
name for musician Regi-
nald Kenneth Dwight?

Answers on page 23

A pleasant shock

I was at a sidewalk sale in East Boston years 
back. Not many people have yards there so 
they put stuff on the walls and concrete. It 
was mostly children’s clothes, low end crap, 
music and one large 22K gold bangle brace-
let priced at one dollar. How did this end up 
in a lowly sidewalk sale in East Boston?

Not having any high-end gold buyers, I 
couldn’t sell it to anyone for more than the 
gold was worth so, I brought it to my scrap 
guy. As so much of this type of jewelry is 
plated, he said he’d have to cut it in half 
to see if it was solid and not plated. I said 
go ahead and he brought out his bolt cut-
ters and clipped it in two. It was real. I got 
about $800 for it. Gold wasn’t as high as it 
is today but, it was long ago and that was 
real money.

Another time, I was on Highland Ave. 
in Somerville and these kids were having 
a sale. I drove up and all I could see was 
young people stuff (DVDs, Ikea stuff, text 
books, clothes, etc.). I stopped and got out 

of my vehicle and there, lying flat, unseen 
from the road, was an antique banjo clock 
hidden by all the stuff. I'll bet every other 
dealer saw the junky stuff, didn't see the 
clock and kept driving. The clock cost me 
$25. I considered putting it on eBay, but 
remembered how much of a pain eBay was 
and decided to give it to an auction house. 
Well, the clock did $1200, which was a 
shock to me. A pleasant shock. 

As I write this, it's Friday night. Tomorrow 
is yard sale day. Rain isn't in the forecast, 
so I've got to get a good night's sleep. Who 
knows what I'll find.
___________________________________

Bob Adams has been in Somerville 27 years but 
was a frequent visitor prior to moving here. He 
worked as a jeweler in a few shops in his young-
er years, owned his own shop for a bit, sold real 
estate for 10 years and is always hunting for his 
next treasure. He has been an antique and col-
lectibles dealer for 30 years. He can be reached 
at 27winter@gmail.com. Visit his website at 
www.Somerville.com.

Treasure Hunting with Bob B Y  B O B  A D A M S

 Follow us on Twitter
 @somervilletimes
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010
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TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010 • FAX: 617.628.0422

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, August 8, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the Aldermanic 
Chambers, 2nd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.

*** Cases are sometimes postponed to later dates. To sign up for emails to inform you of a change of hearing date for a project near you, please 
use the URL associated with your address of interest that appears at the end of this legal notification.***

*****
17-27 Holland Street (ZBA 2018-87): Applicant, Waikiki, Inc. c/o Wei Zhang, and Owner, JTD 17 Holland, LLC c/o Carla DeLellis, seek a Special Per-
mit with Design Review (SPD) under SZO §7.11.10.2.1.a and a Variance under Article 9 for parking relief to establish a fast-order food establishment. 
CBD Zone. Ward 6.

448 Medford Street (ZBA 2018-91): Applicant/Owner, 448 Medford Street, LLC, seeks a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 to alter a nonconforming 
structure by constructing a dormer within the nonconforming right side yard. RB Zone. Ward 4.

12 Quincy Street (ZBA 2018-90): Applicants and Owners, Jennifer Park, Eric Shea, and Tatum Smigliski, seek a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 to 
alter a nonconforming structure by adding two decks off of the existing rear stairs. RB Zone. Ward 2.

23 Rush Street (ZBA 2018-92): Applicant and Owner, Electra Realty Corporation, seeks a Special Permit to alter a nonconforming structure under 
SZO §4.4.1 to make façade alterations including creating new window and door openings. RB Zone. Ward 1.

80 Powderhouse Boulevard (ZBA 2018-82): Applicant and Owner, David J. Giller, seeks a special permit to add a second story deck within the left 
side yard setback under SZO §4.4.1. RA zone. Ward 7.

350 Mystic Avenue (ZBA 2016-64-E1-7/18): Applicant and Owner, Craig Corporation, seeks, under SZO §5.3.10,  to extend by one year, a Special Per-
mit with Site Plan Review (SPSR) previously granted in September, 2016 for the construction of a mixed-use building with ground floor commercial 
and upper story residential use. Prior approval included a Special Permit to increase the number of dwelling units under §7.11.1c. The Applicant 
also seeks a Variance under SZO §5.5 and §4.4.1for rear yard setback. BB zone. Ward 4.

41 Thorndike Street (ZBA 2018-81): Applicant and Owner, Robert J. Granara, Jr. seeks special permits to construct dormers within the side yard 
setbacks under §4.4.1 and §8.5 of the SZO. RB zone. Ward 6.

14 Pearl Street (ZBA 2018-23): Applicant and Owner, Adragna Dedic, LLC, seeks Special Permits under §4.4.1 of the SZO to substantially alter a 
non-conforming structure through additions and raising the roofline. GFA will increase by more than 25%. Number of units will increase from one 
to three. Parking relief requested under §9.13 of the SZO. RB zone. Ward 1.

***
17-27 Holland St.: http://eepurl.com/dB4s_j 
448 Medford St.: http://eepurl.com/dB4sUf 
12 Quincy St.: http://eepurl.com/dB4sBv 
23 Rush St: http://eepurl.com/dB4smr 
80 Powderhouse Blvd: http://eepurl.com/dB6XgD
350 Mystic Ave.: http://eepurl.com/dB6Xtf
41 Thorndike St.: http://eepurl.com/dB6XIP
14 Pearl Street: http://eepurl.com/dB6XTP

Submittals may be viewed in-person in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located on the third floor of City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30pm www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. 

As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda on the City’s website or call before attending a meeting. Continued cases will 
not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments 
by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: George Proakis, Planning Director
As published in The Somerville Times on 7/25/18 & 8/1/18

7/25/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP 19-08
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed proposals for:

Nutritional Consulting Services: Shape Up Somerville

A request for proposals (RFP) may be obtained online at http://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or from the Pur-
chasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA, 02143 on or after Wednesday July 25th, 2018. Sealed pro-
posals will be received at the above office until: Wednesday August 
15th, 2018 at 11:00 AM. The Purchasing Director reserves the right to 
reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of 
the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please contact Thupten Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@somerville-
ma.gov for more information. 

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

7/25/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB # 19-09
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

sealed bids for:
MTU : Meter Transmission Units.

An invitation for bids (IFB) and specifications may be obtained online 
at http://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or by contacting the Purchasing Department, City Hall, 93 High-
land Ave., Somerville, MA 02143 on or after: Wednesday, July 25th 
2018. Sealed bids will be received at the above office until: Monday, 
08/13/2018 at 11 A.M. at which time sealed bids will be opened. The 
Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all bids if, in 
her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

The contract term shall be for a period of 1 year from 10/23/2018 
through 10/22/2019, with two one-year options to renew. The City re-
serves sole discretion to exercise renewal options.

Please contact Prajkta Waditwar pwaditwar@somervillema.gov for 
further information.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

7/25/18 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA. 02141

NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE
G. L. c. 190B, § 3-306

MIDDLESEX Division	 Docket No. 181-0346E

Estate of : 

                      Elizabeth              Claire                        Casey                          
                    First Name        Middle Name           Last Name

Also Known As:                                       

Date of Death:             October 12, 2017             

To all persons who have or may have some interest in the above-cap-
tioned estate and, if interested, to the Office of the Attorney General 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs, notice is hereby on July 19, 
2018 that the Petitioner

            Kimberley         S.           Casey     of     East Kingston       NH      
           First Name       M.I.      Last Name           (City/Town)      (State)

[X]     Petition for Informal Appointment of Personal Representative, 
to serve  [   ] with    [X ] without surety on the bond.

            Kimberley         S.           Casey     of     East Kingston       NH      
           First Name       M.I.      Last Name           (City/Town)      (State)

The estate is being administered under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Representative appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

7/25/18 The Somerville Times

around a long time, with lots of ac-
tivities that support local charitable 
groups here. Contact the club on 
Innerbelt Road across from Holi-
day Inn for more details.

***********************
Davis Square is still part of 
Somerville, right? We thought 
so, but you wouldn’t know it. Has 
Ward 6 Alderman Lance Davis 
failed to stay on top of the DPW 
and get the square cleaned up? 
Or is he on the mayor's "don’t do 
anything for" list? Just wonder-
ing. We know that in the recent 
past that’s how things were done. 
Vote with the mayor and get your 
streets taken care of. When did 
it change? Or maybe – just may-
be – the aldermen could care less 
about the squares. Especially Ball 
Square, where Aldermen Davis 

and Niedergang represent. 
***********************

Have you driven around the city 
lately? Do the streets and squares 
seem dirtier, with lots of litter, 
not to mention the public medi-
an grass not being cut? Maybe 
DPW Commissioner Stan Koty 
isn’t answering his phone from the 
constituent aldermen. Maybe they 
aren’t calling him. Oh, wait, didn’t 
we lose the constituent alderman 
in the last election, in favor of 
other issues that might be better 
left to our state delegation? Guess 
that’s what we get when we elect 
a socialist majority Board of Al-
dermen. To soon? To harsh? You 
watch them one night on TV, tell 
us what you think.

***********************
Have you thought you’d like to do 

some writing, a little story about 
Somerville as either a newbie or 
Villen? We have about 80K peo-
ple and we would love to hear 
about your adventures here in 
the city. Maybe you want to write 
about a particular subject like our 
Bob Doherty and Dorothy Di-
Marzio, or like when Jimmy Del 
Ponte wrote his stories about the 
city (hey, that’s an idea – may-
be we can talk him into doing a 
little writing again). Or maybe 
you’d like to express your opinion 
like Bill Shelton, as many others 
have over the years. Not just the 
politicians, but those from our 
community. Give us a call at 617-
666-4010 or email news@the-
somervilletimes.com and tell us 
about your idea. We would love 
to tell it to the rest of Somerville.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 11
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Rather than be a reactive pro-
cess, why not city and possible 
volunteer folks, maybe student 
interns, determine what build-
ings are significant now, to ac-
company those structures al-
ready designated? Just because a 
building is old doesn’t necessari-
ly make it historic and in need of 
exterior preservation.

Somerville has been in exis-
tence for over 175 years as a city, 
and by this time it should be 
fairly easy for officials, adminis-
trators, and preservationists to 
determine the most historically 
significant properties in the city. 
After all, hundreds of homes 
and buildings have already been 
identified as stand-alone, or 

buildings in local historical dis-
tricts.

Perhaps it’s time to look at 
the Somerville Historic Com-
mission (now in existence for 
around three decades), and how 
it’s preservation identification 
efforts can be improved, such 
that property owners will be 
well-aware of the historical sig-
nificance of their property prior 
to seeking renovation and/or 
demolition permits.

From my humble perspective, 
it certainly makes sense to dis-
cuss this issue and to deal direct-
ly with the much-needed city-
wide zoning procedure rewrite 
first, currently hibernating in a 
BOA committee. Will this be a 

priority this fall? Stay tuned.
Lastly, one of the most talked 

about major topics of Somer-
ville community concern is the 
plan for a likely year-long clos-
ing of the Ball Square bridge 
on Broadway. Surely, a major 
inconvenience not only for 
vehicles, but also to the Ball 
Square day-to-day business 
economy. Where is the outrage 
of the city administration and 
the Board of Aldermen over 
this major disruption in daily 
life and commerce here in the 
city? Who is involved in this 
decision, and when? Are city 
officials, planners, and trans-
portation folks involved in this 
decision? if not, why not? Will 

the City of Somerville's offi-
cials have community meetings 
to inform residents and busi-
nesses of the alternate trans-
portation plans?

Oh, by the way. don’t tell me it’s 
on the city website. Much broad-
er circulation of information via 
traditional news media and cable 
television should be employed 
detailing this sure to be log jam 
for months to come, especially 
during the winter months.

Perhaps Mayor Joe should 
take the helm on the good ship 
Somerville, and do his best to 
pilot the ship away from the 
rising tide of dismay and dis-
trust, looming dead ahead on 
a murky horizon voyage to so-

cialist shores.
_________________________

Born, raised, and lifetime resi-
dent of Somerville. St. Clement 
High School graduate; BA (Cum 
Laude) and M. Ed from Boston 
College; Attended Tufts Univ. 
and Harvard Univ. JFK School 
of Government; Licensed Insur-
ance Broker and award-winning 
Small Business Owner (WCC 
Insurance Agency Inc.) 19 Col-
lege Ave. Davis Sq. Somerville 
MA since 1996. Ward Six 
Alderman eleven terms 1984-
2005, Alderman At-Large; 1 
special election and five terms 
2007-2017, and the distinction 
of being the longest serving Al-
derman in Somerville History.

Citizen Jack Connolly Commentary   CONT. FROM PG 10

Somerville YMCA CIT/LIT Job Readiness Program
The CIT/ LIT Job Readiness 
Program held its graduation 
on July 17, 2018 from 12:30-
2:00 at The Arthur D. Healey 
School on 5 Meacham Street. 
Our graduating class consisted 
of students between the ages 
of 13-15, who dedicated four-
weeks out of their summer to 
participate in a program that 
taught them about job read-
iness and leadership skills. 
Throughout the four weeks 
these students learned how to 
lead children, the significance 
of leadership and communica-
tion, the meaning of diversi-
ty, how to solve conflicts, and 
employment training. This 
program not only taught the 
student’s skills that they need 
to work with children but also 
gave them the opportunity to 

work with kids at camp set-
tings at The Somerville YM-
CA’s Summer Day Camp and 
the Somerville Recreation’s 
Somertime Day Program.

This session’s graduating class 
included the following 14 stu-
dents: Nicholas Dipietro, Clau-
dia Cooper, Wendy Guo, Jaanan 
Khan, Alyssa DeSantis, Liana 
Orantes, Isra Khan, Deseree 
Ernst, Devin Coneeny, Drexler 
Pierre, Nehemiah Simon, Fi-
dendi Francois, Helena Easton, 
Sagin Gani. 

The collaborative efforts of the 
Somerville YMCA, the Somer-
ville Community Youth Pro-
gram, the Somerville Recreation 
Department, and the Healey 
School have been the dynam-
ic forces behind this program’s 
great success. The CIT/LIT 

Job Readiness program would 
like to thank everyone for their 
hard work and support through-

out the past thirteen years that 
the program has been running. 
For more information about 

the program, please contact Joe 
Pinto at the Somerville YMCA 
(617) 625-5050.

First Row (L to R): Alyssa DeSantis, Deseree Ernst, Claudia Cooper, Wendy Guo, Isra Khan, Sagin Gani, Fidendi Francois, Nick 
Dipietro, Devin Coneeny, Janaan Khan, Drexler Pierre. Second Row (L to R): Nehemiah Simon, Facilitator: Samantha Bolt.

Somerville Curbside Textile Recycling Begins July 30
Each year, only 15 percent of all unwanted clothing in the United States is donated or recycled while approximately 14.3 
million tons of clothing (or about 80 pounds per person) end up in landfills. To help divert more clothing out of the local 
waste stream, the City of Somerville will soon offer a program that makes it easier for residents to recycle unwanted clothes 
and accessories.

Beginning July 30, the City will launch curbside textile recycling pickup to residences already receiving City trash and re-
cycling services. Textile recycling pickup, which will be done by City contractor Simple Recycling, will occur on the same 
schedule as each household’s weekly trash and recycling pickup.

To prepare for the new service, two free ink Simple Recycling bags were recently mailed along with informational materials 
to eligible households. After July 30, eligible residents with clothing or other household textiles to discard can simply place 
them in the pink Simple Recycling bags and put them out on the curb next to their trash and recycling on pickup day. Items 
to be collected include clothing, shoes, jewelry, blankets, drapes, dishes, silverware, and more. For a complete list, visit www.
simplerecycling.com. Wherever Simple Recycling picks up filled bags, they will leave behind free replacement pink bags.

“We still want residents who already donate directly to area nonprofits or other clothing collection efforts to continue to do so, but this new service aims to make recycling 
easier for people who otherwise wouldn’t donate or recycle their old clothing. It will reduce waste, which is good for the environment, and reduce waste removal costs, 
which his good for local tax payers,” said Oliver Sellers Garcia, Director of the City’s Office of Sustainability and Environment. 

Simple Recycling works with several thrift stores to resell up to 20% of the collected material. Of the remaining roughly 80% of the material that is not sellable in the 
United States, some is sent for sale internationally and the remainder is used as raw material. Overall, about 40% of collected material is reused or repurposed as second-
hand clothing, 30% is reused as rags and/or industrial material such as absorbents, and 30% is recycled into home insulation, carpet padding, and raw material for the 
automotive industry.

Eligible residents may request additional bags by calling Simple Recycling at 866-835-5068, visiting www.simplerecycling.com, or picking up bags at the City Hall wel-
come desk at 93 Highland Ave. Residents who wish to donate to a local organization can find a list of nonprofits who will schedule curbside pickup at www.somervillema.
gov/recycling (click “Charitable Donations”). To learn more about the City’s Curbside Textile Recycling Program, visit www.somervillema.gov/departments/programs/
curbside-textile-recycling-program.



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|July 25

East Branch Library
Rockabye Beats! 
11 a.m.-12 p.m.|115 Broadway

West Branch Library
PAWS to Read with Daisy (Read to a 
Dog) 
3 p.m.-4 p.m.|40 College Ave

Central Library
Pajama Storytime Puppet Show with 
Gloria 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|July 26

SOMERMOVIE FEST
Pinnochio (1940) 
Dusk| East Somerville Community 
School|50 Cross St free

Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 
TELL (Teen Library Leaders) Meeting 
3 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Summer Jam on the Lawn! 
12 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
Middle School Summer Writers' Den 
5:45 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

West Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Lego Club! 
3:30 p.m.-5 p.m.|40 College Ave

Friday|July 27

Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland Ave

Tuesday|July 31

West Branch Library
Rockabye Beats! 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|40 College Ave

Central Library
Paws to Read with Daisy 
3 p.m.-4p.m. 
Coding for Kids 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Wednesday|August 1

East Branch Library
Story Time 
11 a.m - 11:45|115 Broadway

West Branch Library
PAWS to Read with Daisy (Read to a 
Dog) 
3 p.m.-4 p.m.|40 College Ave

Central Library
Good CRAFTernoon: Maracas! 
3 p.m.-4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|July 25

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian O’Don-
ovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" on 
WGBH)|7:30 p.m.   
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 p.m. 
Heron Valley and The Gothard Sis-
ters|7:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok Allstars 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom

156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Last Wednesday Residency: Copilot 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Thursday|July 26

Sally O’Brien’s
Angels of Avalon George's birthday 
bash  
9 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Town Mountain|7 p.m. 
Scattershots|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Iron Chic, Rebuilder, Notches 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Radium Girls 
Thrust Club, Sister, Baluchitherium 
9 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Steven Kirby and Friends 
8:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
The Loop with Host Phil Berman  
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
The Lilac Players Fundraiser Cabaret 
8 p.m.|255 Elm St

Friday|July 27

Sally O’Brien’s
Tom Hagerty Acoustic Band |6 p.m.  
HearNowLive presents $10 cover 
|9:30 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Backroom Series with Tom Bianchi 
Fiesta Melon, Blair Leavitt|7 p.m. 
Fightin' Fridays10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Brandon Mayes Ensemble 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
No Small Children (Rock), Party 
Walsh 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Culture 
Kenyatta Hill, Junior Rodigan 
9 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Boycott with Hartford Hot Several 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Sh!t-Faced Shakespeare: Romeo& 
Juliet|7 p.m. 
B.U.M.P.|9 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Saturday|July 28

Sally O’Brien’s
Patsy Hamel Band |6 p.m.  
The Big Sway, theWorst, Bad Larrys   
$10 cover |9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Scattershot|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s 
Kong- Thunderfunk 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
The Maxims, The Susan Constant, 
Fidel, Eric Salt & The Electric City 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave	

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Bellows 
Soft Fangs, Happy Little Clouds 
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
DJ Tina 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Kerplunk!|11 a.m.

Sh!t-faced Shakespeare: The Taming 
of the Shrew|7 p.m. 
255 Elm St 

Arts at the Armory
Jim Armenti Solo Show 
7p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Sunday|July 29

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Amy Kucharik|5 p.m. 
Lee Ross Sunday FunDay|9 p.m 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Beatles Brunch 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Backroom series with Tom Bianchi|7 
p.m. 
Balkan Fields|4 p.m. 
The Wicked Pickers|7:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Americana Sundays w/ Chris Hersch 
and the MoonRaiders 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Local Beats 
4 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
BYOP: Ryan Taylor Band 
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
BLOWW: Summah Stunnah 
7 p.m.|255 Elm St

Monday|July 30

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Come-
dy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Back Room:  
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Stump! Team Trivia 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Half Shell, Flamingo Pluto, Motel 
Black, Mud Fox Tribe 
7p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Chris Korda 

8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Tuesday|July 31

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
SYM Tuesdays   $5 cover  
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swingers Swing/
Jazz|8:30 p.m. 
Open Mic Night with Aaron Yang|10 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
As the Sparrow 
9 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spelling 
Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-625-
8200

Thunder Road
Sam Mulligan, Diamond Machine, 
Disco Nap  
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Metal Night Mayhem 
PanzerBastard, Upheaval, Lord Al-
mighty, Chrome Over Brass, 
Sea, Cazador 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Star Struck - Cirque Us!  
2 p.m. and 7 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Ulster Landing: Traditional Celtic 
Music 
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|August 1

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian O’Don-
ovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" on 
WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok Allstars 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Open Mic with Mike Morrissey 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Wiretap Wednesday Open Stage 
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|July 25

Central Library
Mystery: Book Club 

7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Bow Street Market 
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
10 a.m.-1 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way

Thursday|July 26

Central Library
Fair Housing Commission 
12:45 p.m.-2:15 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Bow Street Market
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
4 p.m.- 7 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way

West Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|40 College Ave

East Branch Library
Family Game Night 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Drop In Craft Night 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with problems 
with money and debt. 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.|89 College Ave (Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Friday|July 27

Bow Street Market
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
4 p.m.- 7 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way

Saturday|July 28

Bow Street Market
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way

Central Library
Global Coffee: A Lecture and Tasting 
1 p.m.-3 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Union Square Farmers Market
9 a.m.-1 p.m.|Union Sq Plaza

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets meet 
weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-48 
Holland St

Sunday|July 29

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in basement

Monday|July 30

East Branch Library
Chair Yoga 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Creative Drama Workshop with 
Laurie! 
4 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Somerville Stands Together 
4 p.m.-5:45 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Bow Street Market
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
10 a.m.-1 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way

East Branch Library
English at the Library! 
6 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

Tuesday|July 31

Bow Street Market 
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
4 p.m.= 7 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way

Central Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Wednesday|August 1

Bow Street Market 
SPL @ Bow Street Market: Pop-Up 
Library 
4 p.m.= 7 p.m.|1 Bow Market Way
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation.

CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES
Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 

Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway 
(East Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2335 Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
617- 666-5223

Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street 
(between Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851

ONGOING PROGRAMS
Join the SCOA’s email group – The email group is 
for Somerville Council on Aging Seniors and/or Care-
givers who are interested in the latest information on 
resources, events, programming, etc., in and around 
the Somerville area. Use the link https://groups.google.
com/group/somerville-council-on-aging - If you have 
any questions or need help joining please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Silver Alert Program – The Somerville Council on Aging 
with the Somerville Police Department have implement-
ed a program to take a proactive approach towards 
protecting some of Somerville’s most vulnerable citizens 
who suffer with serious cognitive impairments that put 
them at risk for wandering and getting lost. The Silver 
Alert Program is designed to collect specific information 
about a potential missing person, along with photo 
identification. This confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event a loved one is 
reported missing. Please contact the SCOA at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 for additional information or to register. 

Free Groceries Every Month? – You may be eligible for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program! CSFP is a 
once a month food distribution for individuals 60 years 
of age or older. You may be eligible to receive two free 
bags of food once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products. Proof of identity and age are all that is 
required to apply. Must apply beforehand. Pick up at the 
Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 New Washington Street on the 
4th Thursday of every month unless otherwise specified. 
For more information or to apply please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 – applications are available at the front 
desk of our Holland Street Center.

Friendly Caller Program – Do you know someone 
who could benefit from a friendly call? Maybe you are 
feeling isolated and want someone to talk to – or you 
just want someone to listen. Please call Natasha at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2317 to sign up for our “Friendly 
Caller” Program.

Summer Bowling Dates – Wednesdays, running to Au-
gust 22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Flatbreads.  
$3 includes bowling and shoes.  For additional informa-
tion, questions or to reserve your spot please call Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Mayor’s Annual “Old Time” Senior Picnic – Wednes-
day, August 1 – at Powderhouse Park from 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. – Dancing, entertainment, music, lunch 
and prizes. Tickets available at the following locations:  
Holland Street Center, 165 Holland Street, Cross Street 
Center, 165 Cross Street, Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 
New Washington Street, Mayor’s Office, City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue and all senior buildings. If you live in 
a senior building you must get your ticket there. For 
additional information or questions contact Connie by 
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Twin River Casino – Monday, August 20 - $25 – 
Check in time is 8:00 a.m. at Holland and 8:15 a.m. 
at Ralph & Jenny with an approximate return time of 
6:00 p.m.  For additional info, questions or to reserve 
your spot please contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Walmart & Jimmy’s Steer House – Wednesday, August 
22 - $10 – Check in time is 10:00 a.m. at Holland Street 
with an approximate return time of 3:00 p.m. Shop at 
Walmart – eat at Jimmy’s. For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Howie Conley & The Memory Laners – Tuesday, 
August 28 - $10 per person due at time of reservation.  
A special lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. followed by 
the performance at 1:00 p.m. For additional informa-
tion, questions or to reserve your spot please call 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300.

Revere Beach – Wednesday, August 29 - $5 – Check 
in time is 8:30 at Holland with an approximate re-
turn time of 1:00 p.m. Spend a morning at America’s 
first public beach. For additional information, ques-
tions or to reserve your spot please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Breakfast at Renee’s – Friday, August 31 starting at 
8:30 a.m. at Renee’s Café located at 198 Holland Street. 
Seating is limited, RSVP a MUST and there is a cost that 
has yet to be determined. For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Washington, DC – Monday, October 1 to Friday, Octo-
ber 5 - 5 days and 4 nights - $619 per person double or 
$869 single includes transportation, lodging, 4 break-
fasts and 4 dinners, visit Arlington National Cemetery, 
National Air & Space Museum, Illumination tour of 
monuments and so much more.  For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your spot please contact 
Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Blood Pressure Screening – Cross Street Center located 
at 165 Broadway. Scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of 
each month: July 19, August 16, September 20, October 
11, November 8 and December 13. If you require ad-
ditional info please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov

LGBTQ EVENTS:

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness Class is Thursday 
evenings starting at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - schol-
arships available & it just might be covered under your 
insurance. We have available slots and would love to 
have you. If you have any questions or require addition-
al information, please contact our Health & Wellness Co-
ordinator, Chris Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

LGBTQ Lunch: Come, relax, enjoy lunch and talk with 
your peers. Scheduled lunch dates for 2018 are August 
15, September 19, October 17, November 14 and 
December 12.

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION
Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month from 
10:00 a.m. t o 11:30 a.m. This group self-facilitates. 
Group members choose both fiction and non-fiction 
titles on a quarterly basis. Books are available on reserve 
at the Central Branch of the Somerville Library. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional info call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional info please call Ashley at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2318.

Current Events Group – Meets every Thursday from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Our Social Worker, Natasha 
Naim, facilitates this group. Join a group of your peers 
to discuss current events. If you are interested in joining, 
have any questions or require additional information 
please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group - If you have concerns 
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This 
closed group meets both in spring and fall for 6-8 
weeks. This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim and 
Marina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional information please 
call Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Gardening Club – Meets the second Monday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. and running for an hour 
most times. Principal Master Gardener, Vilma Sullivan, 
facilitates this group. A different topic each month 
ranging from gardening tips & secrets to inexpensive 
“greenhouses.” If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300. This group does not meet in 
January and February.

Golden Gals: a.k.a. Women’s Group - Meets the last 

Tuesday of the month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilities this group.  A 
fun, safe, social group to discuss women’s issues and 
growing older. Next date: December 26th - For more 
info, please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 ext. 2318.

Veterans Group – Meets the third Monday of each 
month from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Our volunteer, 
Norbert DeAmato, facilitates this group. Are you a 
veteran?  The Veterans Group is the perfect opportunity 
to socialize, have solidarity, to reminisce and to meet 
other veterans. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION
English Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday beginning at 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Maureen Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy 
Francis, Cross Street Center Volunteer, work together to 
facilitate this group. No books, no tests, no stress – just 
a great group of older adults from all over the world 
who help each other to listen, speak and learn English. 
Continue conversation throughout a healthy lunch. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call Maureen at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Arts & Crafts – Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
each month starting January 11th - from 1:00 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Join us in a relaxing atmosphere as we learn 
about a wide range of arts & crafts from weaving to wa-
tercolor pencils. Maureen Bastardi, Program Coordinator 
facilitates this group. Must call a week in advance if you 
plan on attending. This is necessary to ensure we have 
enough material for everyone. If you are interested in 
joining, have any questions or require additional infor-
mation please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Social Service Drop In – The 3rd Thursday of every 
month Social Workers, Ashley Speliotis and Natasha 
Naim will be taking turns and having a Drop-in Social 
Service hour from 11:00 a.m. to noon at the Cross 
Street Center. They will be available to address any of 
your Social Service needs. Stop by or if you need addi-
tional info call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335

RALPH & JENNY GROUP INFORMATION
Knitting Blankets – Every Tuesday & Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Join us as we knit blankets for 
babies. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Judy at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHED-
ULE (Please cut out and save)
Monday:
Keep Moving Walking Club** - 9:00 a.m. (H) 

Tai Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H) 

Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Tuesday: 
Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. (H)

$3 per class (H) 

Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C) 

Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 

Wednesdays:
Fit-4-Life Group A (exercise) - 9:00 a.m. (H)

Fit-4-Life Group B (nutrition) - 9 a.m. (H)

Fit-4-Life Group B (exercise) - 10:00 a.m. (H) 

Fit-4-Life Group C (nutrition) - noon (H) 

Fit-4-Life Group C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Zumba 4 All - 5:15 p.m. - $3/class (H)

Thursdays:
Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H) 

Fit-4-Life - 11:15 a.m. (C) 

LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays:
Fit-4-Life Group A - 9:00 a.m. (H) 

Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H) 

Fit-4-Life Group A (nutrition) 10:00 a.m. (H)

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration** Keep Moving

DID YOU KNOW?
We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always 
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00 
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or 
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

I wouldn't buy anything with velcro.
It's a total rip off

Movie Nights in the Park

Last Fridays in July, August and September
at Chuckie Harris Park, 3-17 Cross Street

Films start at dusk / Music and drinks start one hour before

All movie nights go from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.

Join Somerville Media Center, East Somerville Main Streets and Arlington 
International Film Festival the last Friday of July, August and September for 
Free Movies in the Park! We are excited to be turning the Chuckie Harris park 
back into a movie theater where we will all be able to enjoy movie screenings for 
various countries! Movie nights accompanied by music and local artists! There 
will also be food and drinks from local businesses.

Movie Nights in the Park Schedule:

July 27th
Come enjoy a selection of shorts from the Arlington International Film Fes-
tival, including the German film Fiddlesticks directed by Veit Helmer, and 
Honk: A Festival of Active Street Bands, directed by Patrick Johnson, as well as 
live performances by School of Honk.

August 31st
Revel in a selection of International shorts curated by the Arlington Inter-
national Film Festival, including Best Nar short 2017, Fist People, directed 
by Dong-ki An, Johnny Express, an animation directed by WOO Kyung-
min, and more.

September 28th
Come experience International shorts from the Arlington International Film 
Festival, including the Best Documentary Short winner Phil's Camino by An-
nie O'Neil, the Best Of Festival Short Sisak, by Indian director Faraz Ansari, 
and The Typewriter Repairman by Emmy award-winning producer and three-
time Emmy nominate Director Thomas Draudt.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Monsignor in 1920, and by that time 
had helped seven parishes including 
the beautiful Saint Catherine of Ge-
noa, eight schools, and a home for the 
aged poor unfold. His cherished St. Jo-
seph’s Church, minus its 125-foot stee-
ple, still proudly overlooks the city’s 
oldest square.

At the time of his death, the citizens of 
Somerville poured out their grief. The 
city’s flags were lowered to half-mast for 
thirty days. Businesses and city offices 
closed and thousands turned out to pay 
their respects during the funeral. A pla-
toon of police and a detail of firefighters 
representing eight stations and elev-
en companies escorted the body from 
Union Square through Teele Square to 

the Arlington line where he was buried 
at St. Paul’s Cemetery. 

In 1925, the state built an expand-
ed Route 28 connecting the road be-
tween the Charles River and the Mys-
tic River. The section running through 
Somerville honors one of her favorite 
sons, Monsignor Christopher T. Mc-
Grath. Today, McGrath Highway is 
going through changes. Its size will 
be altered to accommodate motorists, 
bicyclists, pedestrians, and train travel-
ers. With these changes, Christopher’s 
highway may be turned into a boule-
vard, but the memory of a young priest 
who nursed thousands of Somerville 
residents through dark times, will al-
ways be remembered.

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 8
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTO DONATIONS

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Compet-
itive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
416-2330.

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition.  Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Compet-
itive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
416-2330.

EDUCATION

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - 
ONLINE TRAINING AVAILABLE! 
Take the first step into a new 
career! Call now: 855-669-2185

MEDICAL BILLING & CODING 
TRAINING! Train at home to 
process Medical billing & 
Insurance! CTI can get you job 
ready! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.
com HS Diploma/HSD/GED 
required

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real Estate 
Agents needed: Very busy 
Somerville based office in need 
of additional agents, no fee 
referrals, Sales & Rentals, Part 
time or Full Time. work from 
home online, full office back 
up and highest paid no strings 
commissions. Call for private 
interview 617 623-6600 ask for 
Donald.

FINANCIAL

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? Tired of 
the calls?  We can Help!  $500 
free consultation!  We can 
STOP the garnishments!  FREE 
Consultation Call Today 1-855-
823-4189

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 
in 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call National Debt 
Relief at 866-243-0510.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out 
to the beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? If you have 
insurance, you may qualify 
for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliv-
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 
1-800-732-0442

Generic VIAGRA 100mg Ge-
neric CIALIS 20mg. 80 for $99 
GREAT DEAL!!!! FAST FREE 
SHIPPING! 100% money back 
GUARANTEE! CALL NOW 888-
669-9343. Se habla espanol.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Es-
panol

HELP WANTED

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED 
NOW! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! STEVENS 
TRANSPORT COVERS ALL 
COSTS! 1-877-209-1309 dri-
ve4stevens.com

MEDICAL

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep it, 
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE 
Shipping. Call Hearing Help 
Express 1-855-409-6129

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150 FREE 
shipping. NO prescriptions 
needed. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-888-278-6168

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-
where.  No tanks to refill.  No 
deliveries.  The  All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-558-7482

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127.

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER-
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.)
No term agreement. Fast 
Downloads! PLUS Ask about 
our Triple Play (TV-Voice-Inter-
net) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 
yrs.!) Call 1-844-835-5117

DEALING WITH WATER DAM-
AGE requires immediate 
action. Local professionals that 
respond immediately. Nation-
wide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367

INVENTORS-FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Devel-
opment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 1-855-
380-5976 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if 
you can't reach a phone! FREE 
brochure. CALL 800-457-1917

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? 
If so, you and your family may 

be entitled to a significant cash 
award. Call 800-364-0517 to 
learn more. No risk. No money 
out of pocket.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S PRE-
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and 
Peace of Mind. No Long Term 
Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-844-892-1017

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB 
#1 Selling Walk-in tub in No. 
America. BBB Accredited. 
Arthritis Foundation Commen-
dation. Therapeutic Jets. Mic-
roSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Amer-
ican Made. Call 855-400-0439 
for up to $1500. Off.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract up 
to $500.! 1-844-592-9018

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call 
now for $250. OFF your stairlift 
purchase and FREE DVD & 
brochure! 1-844-286-0854

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO 
INJURY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social Secu-
rity Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide 1-800-586-7449. 
Mail: 2420 N. St. NW, Washing-
ton DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar)

Do you owe more that $5000 in 
Tax Debt? Call Wells & Associ-
ates INC. We solve Tax Prob-
lems! Personal or Business! 
IRS, State and Local. 30 years 
in Business! Call NOW for a 
free consultations at an office 
near you. 1-877-242-6911

Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, out 
of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote 
on your Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?  
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-1639 for 
Information.  No Risk. No Mon-
ey Out Of Pocket.

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/
boilermaker/pipefitter etc) and 
recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You may be enti-
tled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free consultation!  
877-781-1769

Attention VIAGRA and CIALIS 
Users! Satisfy Your Partner! 
Today's SPECIAL: 60 pills $99, 
100 pills $150. All Generic. 

100% Guaranteed!! FAST FREE 
Shipping. CALL NOW: 888-885-
4096

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease custom-
ers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-
610-4790

Behind on your MORTGAGE? 
Denied a Loan Modification? 
Bank threatening foreclosure? 
CALL Homeowner Protection 
Services now! New laws are in 
effect that may help. Call Now 
1-877-212-1490  

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you 
have Medicare coverage, call 
Verus Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no 
cost in minutes. Home Deliv-
ery, Healthy Sleep Guide and 
More - FREE! Our customer 
care agents await your call. 
1-844-545-9175

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order 
Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa 
Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1- 855-
781-1565

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted,   local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-374-0013

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed   No 
contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-652-
9304

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 866-951-7214

HOME SECURITY - Leading 
smart home provider Vivint 
Smart Home has an offer just 
for you. Call 888-508-5259 to 
get a professionally installed 
home security system with $0 
activation.

HOTELS FOR HEROES – to find 
out more about how you can 
help our service members, 

veterans and their families in 
their time of need, visit the 
Fisher House website at www.
fisherhouse.org

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find 
senior living. Our trusted, local 
advisors help find solutions to 
your unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 855-741-7459

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply 1-800-718-1593

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK 
PAIN?  Medicare recipients that 
suffer with pain may qualify for 
a low or no cost knee or back 
brace.  Call 844-308-4307

INVENTORS - FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Devel-
opment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 1-888-
501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you 
behind paying your MORT-
GAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening 
foreclosure? CALL Homeown-
er's Relief Line now for Help! 
855-794-7358

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 888-912-
4745

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

_____________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with man-
uals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, July 25

12:00am  	   Free Speech TV
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Esoteric Science
7:30am   	  DW In Good Shape
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   DW Global 3000
9:30am   	  Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am 	    Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am  	   Somerville Storytellers
11:00am   	  LIVE - Fallon’s Daily Roast
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm  	   Health is Wealth
1:30pm  	   Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm  	   Science 360
3:00pm    	         Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm   	  Speak Up! Somerville
4:30pm     	          The Literati Scene
5:00pm  	   Hello Neighbor
5:30pm   	  Women2Women Today
6:00pm   	  Speak Up! Somerville
6:30pm    Off the Shelf
7:00pm    	         Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
8:00pm   	  LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm    	          Speak Up! Somerville
9:00pm    	         Boston Come Through
10:00pm  	  LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm  	   Flotilla

Thursday, July 26
12:00am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am   	  Free Speech TV
6:00am  	   SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am    	          DW Focus on Europe
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am    	          Hello Neighbor
10:00am  	   Legacies
10:30am    	        Somerville Pundits
11:00am    	 Teen Empowerment
11:30am    	        Art & Ideas
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm  	   The Somerville Line
3:00pm  	    Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm 	    Hello Neighbor!
4:30pm   	  The Struggle
5:00pm    	 Words on Film with Dan Burke
6:00pm  	   Community Lens
6:30pm    	 Somerville Pundits

7:00pm   	  LIVE - The Boston Medium
8:00pm   	  Startup TV Boston
9:00pm  	   The Beantown Beatdown
10:00pm  	   The Chatman Booth
10:30pm   	        TUTV
11:00pm     	     DIWHY The show

Friday, July 27
12:00am  	   Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am   	  SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am  	    Free Speech TV
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   Esoteric Science
9:30am  	   Cambridge Calendar
10:00am  	   NASA TV
11:00am   	  SOM ARTS
11:30am  	   DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm   	  The Yellow Jacket Lady
1:30pm  	   Speak Up! Somerville
2:00pm   	  The Kamla Show
2:30pm   	   SMC Youth Media
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   Gay USA
5:00pm  	   The Chatman Booth
5:30pm  	   What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm  	   LIVE - Fallon's Daily Toast
7:00pm  	   SOM ARTS
7:30pm      	       Art Seen at SMC
8:00pm   	  The Grandstanders
8:30pm    	       Greater Somerville
9:00pm    	        The Boston Medium
10:00pm  	        Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm    	      Totally Working Out

Saturday, July 28
12:00am  	   DIWHY The Show
1:00am    	 Boston Come Through
2:00am  	   Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am   	   Free Speech TV
5:00am   	  Effort Pour Christ
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Road to Recovery
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   SMC Youth Media
9:30am   	  Somerville Storytellers
10:00am  	   Dead Air Live
11:00am     	      Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
12:00pm    	  TeleGalaxie 

1:00pm      	     Tele Magazine
2:00pm      	       The Beantown Beatdown
3:00pm     	        Democracy Now!
4:00pm   	  New England Pride TV
4:30pm  	   What's New Massachusetts?
5:00pm   	  Reeling Review
5:30pm     	        Both Sides of the Bars
6:00pm     	      The World Fusion Show
6:30pm     	        The Literati Scene
7:00pm     	       Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
7:30pm    	       SOM ARTS
8:00pm   	      Special SCATV Programming
8:30pm   	        Henry Parker Presents
9:00pm   	  Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm     	       DIWHY The Show
11:00pm      	      SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm    	      TUTV

Sunday, July 29
12:00am     	      Flotilla
1:00am     	       SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am     	         Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am     	         Free Speech TV
6:00am      	       Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am   	  Effort Pour Christ
9:00am   	  Tele Kreyol
10:00am 	    Evangelista Camillo Fodera
11:00am  	   The Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm   	  Gentle Belly Dancing
1:00pm  	            Off the Shelf
1:30pm   	  DW Conflict Zone
2:00pm   	  Startup TV Boston
3:00pm  	   African Television Network
4:00pm  	   Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm   	  Gay USA
6:00pm   	   The Grandstanders 
6:30pm   	   Teen Empowerment
7:00pm  	   Cinema Somerville
8:30pm    	          Somerville Neighborhood News
9:00pm     	        Tele Magazine
10:00pm    	        The Boston Medium 
11:00pm  	   Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm   	         SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, July 30
12:00am 	    Free Speech TV
5:00am  	   Evangelista Camillo Fodera
6:00am  	   Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am  	   Going Postal

8:00am   	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am   	  The Stephanie Miller Show
10:00am  	   Both Sides of the Bars
10:30am   	  SOM Arts
11:00am  	   Art Seen at SMC
11:30am  	   DW Conflict Zone
12:00pm   	 The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm   	  The Kamla Show
1:30pm  	   DW Global 3000
2:00pm  	   NASA TV Silicon Valley Live
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   DW Euromaxx
4:30pm  	   Legacies
5:00pm  	   TeleGalaxie
6:00pm   	  Going Postal
6:30pm  	   The Last Sip
7:00pm  	   LIVE - The Yellow Jacket Lady
7:30pm  	   Henry Parker Presents
8:00pm   	  LIVE - Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm  	   Dedillhando au Saudade
10:00pm  	   Duck Village Stage Sessions
11:00pm    	 Boston Come Through

Tuesday, July 31
12:00am  	   Free Speech TV
6:00am  	   Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   DW Euromaxx
7:30am  	   Esoteric Science
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am  	   Road to Recovery
11:00am  	   Graphic Content
11:30am  	   DW In Good Shape
12:00pm  	   The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm   	  Words on Film with Dan Burke
2:00pm 	    Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   SMC Youth Media
4:30pm  	   Henry Parker Presents
5:00pm  	   LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm   	  What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm   	  Community Lens
6:30pm   	  Art & Ideas
7:00pm   	  Art Seen at SMC
7:30pm  	   LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm  	   LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm   	  The Somerville Line
10:00pm  	   TUTV
10:30pm  	   Public Access Boyz
11:00pm   	   Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm  	  Ojo Rojo

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Wednesday, July 25

8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Allamerican Workout
9:00am	 ArtBeat 2018
11:30am	 Connecting Communities
12:00pm	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 7.12.18
3:00pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
6:30pm	 ArtBeat 2018
7:34pm	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
8:00pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
8:31pm	 Docent Tour of Prospect Hill Tower
9:00pm	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
10:00pm	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
11:00pm	 Old Powder House Docent Tour

Thursday, July 26
12:00am	Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
2:00am	 ArtBeat 2018
3:04am	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
8:30am	 Middlesex County Update
9:00am	 Portuguese Language Youth Book Fair
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30pm	 Community Preservation Act Overview
1:00pm	 Carnaval 2018
1:30pm	 BOA Finance Committee of the Whole
6:30pm	 ArtBeat 2018
7:34pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
8:30pm	 SomerViva en Espanol
9:00pm	 Old Powder House Docent Tour
9:30pm	 Connecting Communities
10:00pm	 School Committee Meeting - 6.18.18
Friday, July 27

12:00am	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
12:45am	 Family Fun Day '18
1:00am	 Board of Aldermen Meeting
3:00am	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
8:30am	 Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
9:00am	 SomerViva en Espanol
11:30am	 ArtBeat 2018
1:00pm	 HeatSmart CoolSmart
1:03pm	 SomerViva en Espanol
1:33pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
2:30pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
3:01pm	 Connecting Communities
6:30pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018
7:01pm	 Connecting Communities
7:30pm	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
8:13pm	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
8:30pm	 Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
10:30pm	 Taste of Somerville '18

Saturday, July 28
12:00am	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 7.12.18
3:00am	 Taste of Somerville '18
6:30am	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
7:03am	 Connecting Communities
7:31am	 Old Powder House Docent Tour
8:01am	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
9:00am	 ArtBeat 2018
10:04am	 Docent Tour of Prospect Hill Tower
10:30am	 Middlesex County Update
11:00am	 Family Fun Day '18

Sunday, July 29

12:00am	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
12:45am	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
1:00am	 Haitian Flag Celebration
2:00am	 Board of Aldermen Meeting
8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Balance & Fall Prevention
9:00am	 Haitian Flag Celebration
11:30am	 SomerViva en Espanol
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30pm	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
1:30pm	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
2:30pm	 Haitian United 2018 Gala
6:00pm	 Community Preservation Act Overview
6:30pm	 Connecting Communities
7:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
7:30pm	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
8:30pm	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 7.12.18

Monday, July 30
12:00am	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30am	 Community Preservation Act Overview
1:00am	 Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Diabetes Workout
9:00am	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
11:30am	 Connecting Communities
12:00pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
12:45pm	 Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
1:00pm	 Independence Day Celebration & Fireworks
3:00pm	 Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
6:30pm	 Portuguese Language Youth Book Fair
7:30pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
8:15pm	 Family Fun Day '18

8:30pm	 Connecting Communities
9:00pm	 Docent Tour of Prospect Hill Tower
9:30pm	 SomerViva en Espanol
10:00pm	 Middlesex County Update
10:30pm	 School Committee Meeting - 6.18.18

Tuesday, July 31
12:30am	 Taste of Somerville '18
1:08am	 Community Preservation Act Overview
1:32am	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
2:31am	 SomerViva en Espanol
8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Fibromyalgia Workout
9:00am	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
9:33am	 Old Powder House Docent Tour
11:30am	 Connecting Communities
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30pm	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day
1:00pm	 Lincoln Park Ribboncutting Ceremony
2:00pm	 Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
2:30pm	 Carnaval 2018
3:00pm	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day
6:00pm	 Joe's Jazz & Blues Fest
7:00pm	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
7:30pm	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day
8:00pm	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018
9:20pm	 Family Fun Day '18
9:30pm	 ArtBeat 2018
10:34pm	 SomerViva em Português - Julho de 2018

Wednesday, August 1
12:00am	 Senior Circuit - July 2018: Our Programs
12:30am	 Council on Aging Multicultural Day

Wednesday, July 25

9:00am	 SHS Class Day 2018
12:00pm	 SHS Class of '18 Graduation
2:00pm	 Kennedy School Drama Club
3:30pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
6:00pm	 Argenziano School Moving On 2018
7:00pm	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
8:00pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
9:00pm	 SCAP Annual Meeting
10:16pm	 Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

Thursday, July 26
12:00am	 Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals
1:00am	 Brown School Spring Concert
2:34am	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
8:00am	 SCAP Annual Meeting
9:30am	 Healey School Spring Concert 4-8
11:00am	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
12:01pm	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
12:55pm	 Family Fun Day
1:01pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
2:00pm	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
2:33pm	 Somerville School Day Games
6:00pm	 Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals
7:00pm	 ESCS Spring Concert
8:17pm	 Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals
9:03pm	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation

10:05pm	 Argenziano School Moving On 2018
11:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS

Friday, July 27
12:00am	 SHS An Evening of Song
1:30am	 Public Domain Theater
8:00am	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
9:00am	 SHS An Evening of Song
10:30am	 Kennedy School Drama Club
12:00pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
1:00pm	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
2:01pm	 Somerville School Day Games
3:00pm	 Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals
6:00pm	 SHS Class of '18 Graduation
7:35pm	 Brown School Spring Concert
9:09pm	 SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden
11:00pm	 Winter Hill CS Spring Concert

Saturday, July 28
12:00am	 SHS Class Day 2018
2:30am	 Public Domain Theater
9:00am	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
10:00am	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
12:00pm	 Somerville School Day Games
1:00pm	 SHS An Evening of Song
2:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
2:44pm	 Spring String Fling 2018
6:00pm	 Argenziano School Heritage Night

7:06pm	 Spring String Fling 2018
8:00pm	 SHS CTE Vocational Senior Awards Banquet
9:30pm	 SHS An Evening of Song
11:00pm	 SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden

Sunday, July 29
1:00am	 Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert
1:22am	 Public Domain Theater [7/18]
8:00am	 New SHS Groundbreaking Ceremony
9:00am	 Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert
9:30am	 Argenziano School Moving On 2018
11:30am	 Student of the Qtr. Argenziano School
12:00pm	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
1:00pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
2:00pm	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
3:01pm	 Somerville School Day Games
6:00pm	 Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals
7:00pm	 SHS Boys Lacrosse vs Lynn C.
8:00pm	 SHS An Evening of Song
9:30pm	 SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

Monday, July 30
12:00am	 Somerville School Day Games
1:00am	 SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night
3:13am	 Public Domain Theater
8:00am	 Kennedy School Drama Club
9:30am	 Argenziano School Moving On 2018
11:00am	 Sing Somerville Concert

12:00pm	 Celling Your Soul
2:00pm	 Public Domain Theater
6:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
6:30pm	 Sing Somerville Concert
7:30pm	 SCALE Awards Night & Graduation
8:31pm	 Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert
9:00pm	 SCAP Annual Meeting
10:30pm	 ESCS Spring Concert

Tuesday, July 31
12:00am	 SCAP Annual Meeting
1:30am	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
2:30am	 Public Domain Theater
8:00am	 SCAP Annual Meeting
9:30am	 SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden
12:00pm	 Spring String Fling 2018
12:34pm	 SHS Boys Lacrosse vs Lynn C.
2:00pm	 Youth Peace Conference
6:00pm	 El Sistema Somerville Showcase
7:00pm	 SHS CTE Vocational Senior Awards Banquet
8:30pm	 SFLC Family Engagement Leadership
10:00pm	 SHS An Evening of Song

Wednesday, August 1
12:00am	 Healey School Moving On Ceremony
1:00am	 Argenziano School gr. 4-8 Spring Concert
2:00am	 Public Domain Theater
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

Lyrical
SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

For as long as I can remember there has always 
been the romantic notion of the "mad" poet or "di-
vinely inspired" poet floating around in the ether.

While working at a noted psychiatric facility, 
outside of Boston for 36 years, I have heard and 
read about the legendary poets who paced the 
wards. Poets like Robert Lowell, Sylvia Plath and 
Anne Sexton suffered from severe mental illness, 
and were hospitalized at different points in their 
mercurial careers.

Plath and Sexton met their end through suicide, 
and Lowell died in the back seat of a cab he was 
taking to visit his ex-wife in New York City. Since 
I have often worked with manic and clinically de-
pressed patients over the years, and therefore have 
an intimate knowledge of the affliction; I can only 
write that the toll and the turmoil of depression is 
not worth the creative insight you might mine. 

In a review of The Letters of Robert Lowell, ed-
ited by Saskia Hamilton, in The Boston Globe, I 
came across part of a letter Lowell wrote to the 
poet Robert Fitzgerald about his experience with 
mental illness: "...terrific lifts, insights, pourings in 
of new energy, but no work on my part, only more 
and more self-indulgence, lack of objectivity; and 
so, into literal madness i.e. I had to be locked up." 

As with any experience in our lives, we can bring 
it back into our own writing. But my question is, is 
it worth it? In the midst of mental illness, or a se-
vere depression; the ability to concentrate, to think 
straight, not to mention to take care of one's most 
basic needs is severely impaired.

Peter D. Kramer, the author of Against De-
pression, and a clinical professor of psychiatry at 

Brown University, writes that depression takes 
an actual, tangible toll on the brain. Indeed, 
MRI studies at McLean Hospital have shown 
that the actual structure of the brain can be al-
tered due to past abuse and mental illness. It has 
been speculated that depression can cause the 
hippocampus to shrink, and may have a big role 
in the course of heart, and other related diseas-
es; as well as cancer.

Part of my job over the years at the hospital was 
to run poetry groups on some of the locked wards. 
For the most part the poetry that was shared was 
from psychotic and clinically depressed patients 
(in the midst of their illness) was impoverished. 
Often when they were on the mend they were 
writing much better and even inspired poetry. 
They wrote equally well about their experience 
with their illness, as well as nature, and other less 
oppressive aspects of their lives. The experience of 
mental illness can be very good fodder for poet-
ry, but I think if you asked these patient/writers if 
they would like to go the the depths of depression 
to mine material for their creative work, the an-
swer would be a resounding "no."

Thomas J. Cottle, a Boston-area psychologist, 
writes, "First, there is no evidence to suggest that 
depression is the cause of the enriched imagi-
nation, the basis, in other words, of the creative 
fount. People paint and write poetry in spite of 
their illness."

For me, that is the most inspiring aspect of men-
tal illness and writing. I have seen folks savaged by 
the disease, barely able to put a spoon or folk to 
their mouth, pick up a pen, and write.

jojo Lazar – “the burlesque poetess” – is a 
Somer-vaudevillian multimedia visual and 
performance artist. She plays ukulele and 
flute in the Walter Sickert & the Army of 
Broken Toys band, and teaches uke, cre-
ative writing, and zine-making. You can 
find blackout poetry and more collages at 
@poetessS on social media.

— jojo Lazar

Do you have to be 'crazy'
to write poetry?

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Robert Lowell with his family.

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  The British Open

2.  Jiminy Cricket

3.  The Sons of Liberty

4.  Mystic Pizza

5.  Central Perk

6.  An omnivore

7.  Frank J. Zamboni

8.  Pine nut

9.  The Bermuda Triangle

10.  Billie Holiday

11.  Seabiscuit

12.  Elton John

From on page 14

 Follow us on Twitter at @somervilletimes

Redbones 17th annual Pig Pickin
A benefit for theSomerville Homeless Coalition

Redbones 17th annual Pig roast on Chester street in Davis 
square takes place Monday, July 30, from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Whole Hog with all the fixins, beer garden and live music. 
Fun for the whole family. Proceeds go to the Somerville 
homeless coalition.
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