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Bastille Day at Bow Market

Community Design Team turns to residents 
for Union Square redesign ideas

By Bella Levavi

Last weekend a Community Design Team 
(CDT) led a community outreach session at 
the Union Square Farmers Market to get input 
from Somerville residents about a possible re-
design of Union Square. 

This was one of three sessions that will be con-
ducted this summer. After many more outreach 
projects hosted by the CDT throughout Fall 
2021 and Winter 2022. Toole Design Group, 
Klopfer Martin Design Group, and Kleinfelder 
Engineering will redesign the square based on 
the feedback that has been collected. 

Somerville is taking careful consideration 
in integrating the community in the redesign. 
“The community engagement component of the 
Union Square Plaza and streetscape project is 
layered with different approaches to hear from 
a large array of people who live, work, and visit 
Union Square,” Cortney Kirk, Continued on page 4

The City of Somerville Community Design Team is asking residents to contribute their ideas for the further 
development of Union Square.                      — Photo by Bobbie Toner

Organizers of the Bastille Day celebration at Bow Market say the event was a great success.
— Photo courtesy of Bow Market

By Fernando Cervantes Jr.

On Wednesday, July 14, a Bastille Day event 
was held at Bow Market. Commemorating the 
storming of the Bastille during the French Rev-
olution, Bastille Day has been celebrated for 
232 years. 

This year’s event was organized by Alexandra 
Whisnant, one of the many shop owners at Bow 
Market. She said the reason that she wanted to 
bring Bastille Day to the market was that “it was 
the celebration of French culture.”

For the event, “picnics” – which doubled as ad-
mission – were sold at $75. The picnics includ-
ed a baguette, cheese, wine glasses and a choice 
between a bottle of rosé or beer.

According to the reservation website, the event 
also had other attractions for attendees.

“As in France, alcohol will be consumed 
throughout the market, there will be a charm-
ing mime, and – for those up for a game – a 
pétanque court.”

Other attractions and products that were 
available for purchase at the Continued on page 13



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of July 21 – July 27 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Rain 78°/64° 48% 33%  WNW 10 mph

 July 21

 Thursday 
Partly Cloudy 78°/66° 7% 3%  NW 8 mph

 July 22

 Friday 
Partly Cloudy 77°/63° 25% 9%  WNW 11 mph

 July 23

 Saturday 
Sunny 79°/65° 8% 4%  NNW 12 mph

 July 24

 Sunday 
Rain 80°/63° 35% 12%  NE 8 mph

 July 25

 Monday 
Rain 77°/66° 35% 11%  NE 9 mph

 July 26

 Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 80°/63° 24% 13%  NW 8 mph

 July 27

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Ward 2 City Councilor J.T. 
Scott, Ward 3 City Councilor Ben Ewen-Campen, and 
the Union Square Community Design Team invite you to 
participate in a series of community engagement pop-ups 
to inform the future of Union Square’s public spaces. The 
Community Design Team is a diverse group of 11 Somer-
ville residents leading the research and engagement effort for 
the Union Square Plaza and Streetscape Redesign project. 
This team is using participatory action research (PAR) to en-
gage community members to imagine and share new ideas for 
Union Square. To kick things off this summer, the Commu-
nity Design Team is hosting three pop-up events with activi-
ties designed to collect public opinions about Union Square’s 
streets, plaza, and public spaces. Join in at one of the next two 
events: Friday, July 23, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m., Union Square Pla-
za (rain date: Friday, July 30, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.) and Saturday, 
August 7, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Union Square Plaza (rain 
date: Sunday, August 8, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.) For more 
information, visit bit.ly/UnionSqRedesign.

******************************
Somerville residents have a few more free opportunities to 
learn gardening basics. After a successful pilot earlier this 
summer, the city’s Health and Human Services Depart-
ment will host additional Growing Gardeners workshops 
for residents who are brand new to gardening in July and 
October. Growing Gardeners participants will learn how to 
plant, assemble, and maintain their own portable milk crate 
garden that will work well in any small outdoor space. Crates 
may include a variety of vegetables, herbs, and flowers. All 
supplies will be provided. Participants should have no previ-
ous experience – this class is designed to grow a new group of 
gardeners in the city. Sign up to attend one workshop either 
Friday, July 30, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., or Saturday, July 
31, from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the City Hall Annex, 50 Ev-
ergreen Avenue. Registration is required. Visit somervillema.
gov/GrowingGardeners to reserve a spot. Continued on page 7
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Comments of the Week

Response to: First of three town hall meetings on proposed 
supervised consumption site, July 13

andy says:

Nothing about this proposal adds up. Somerville is ignoring federal law. Possession and consump-
tion is illegal. There is no justification for the city enabling consumption on taxpayer money for an 
illegal activity. There appears to be a severe lack of information about projected use and cost of these 
facilities. How many addicts are in Somerville? Ballpark? What proportion of them from all over 
Somerville are going to commute to a consumption site every time they get the itch? It’s not much. 
What does that work out to in terms of users at the site per hour? On the other hand, what is the 
cost of acquiring the property, building the facility, and staffing it presumably 24-hours per day? 
What does all this come to in cost per use? Are we talking $50/$100/$200 of taxpayer money per 
single consumption? I can’t imagine more than one user per hour, and even that sounds high for an 
around-the-clock average. There is also the confounding effect that those users most likely to be 
responsible enough to go a consumption site are not the most reckless users in the first place. If the 
ultimate goal of this proposal is to save lives, will a consumption site save any at all? And at what cost 
per life? And is it appropriate to ask the taxpayers to front it given that the behavior is illegal. Lastly, 
I don’t buy for one minute the claim that a consumption site isn’t a magnet for consumption outside 
the site and general homelessness and crime. Those things are correlated with drug consumption.

Villenous says:

So glad they’re moving forward with this. Sick and tired of this failed war on drugs.

Response to: Intruder just wanted to get some rest

Virginia Faust says:

I am disappointed in the Times for publishing this comical depiction of a resident in need. Mr. 
Scudder is my neighbor, and your neighbor, too. It is clear the City has failed this man; everyone 
deserves to have a place to sleep at night, and his arrest did nothing to fix the problem that led to his 
seeking shelter. If Mr. Scudder were housed, he would not have needed to find a place to sleep the 
night of July 7. Our unhoused neighbors are exhausted and fighting for survival amidst heatwaves 
and storm. Let’s have a little empathy — and maybe rethink punishment in favor of community.

Casimir H. Prohosky Jr. says:

First, I wouldn’t fault the Times for running this story. They do this, based on actual police reports, 
routinely. And I wouldn’t characterize it as comical either. It reads like a straightforward account. 
The headline might be a little flip, but not much. Then, I would say if you think that breaking in to a 
complete stranger’s apartment – whether to sleep or not – is acceptable, then I believe your sense of 
empathy is somewhat extreme. And lest we forget, he allegedly refused to cooperate with the police. 
That said, I would agree with you that much more needs to be done to house the homeless. That goes 
without saying. BTW, it’s possible that the arresting officers might have had compassionate motives 
when they gave the man a place to sleep that night. Something to think about.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.



A world renown, 
future hall of fame 
rock band rehearsed 
right in the middle 
of Somerville back 
in the day.

As always, these 
details and dates are 

as close to exact as possible as we are re-
lying on our memories. These events tool 
place around 1987–1991.

Aerosmith is the best-selling American 
hard rock band of all time having sold 
more than 150 million records world-
wide, including over 70 million records 
in the United States with 25 gold, 18 
platinum and 12 multi- platinum albums. 

Thank you, Wikipedia.
We always talk about how fortunate we 

were to have grown up here in Somer-
ville. We now look back and reminisce 
about it today. We are proud and ex-
tremely lucky, that we survived the wild 
years of our youth, and keep the memo-
ries alive of those who did not. We may 
not have had a ton of money, but we sure 
had a load of fun and lots of crazy ad-
ventures and memories.

A building on Lowell St. that is current-
ly an auto repair shop used to be the re-
hearsal space for the Bad Boys from Bos-
ton, our pride and joy, the one and only 
rock mega-group, Aerosmith.

A lifelong friend that I grew up with, 
played in bands with, and lived on my 
street served many years as drummer 
Joey Kramer's "drum tech." I spent some 
good times in the rehearsal space when 
the band wasn't there. Playing the instru-
ments and drinking their non-alcoholic 
beer in the fridge!

Having a pal that had keys to the space 
was incredible because I was in awe when 
I was there. My friend also hooked me up 
with some great mementos like mono-
grammed guitar picks, one of Steven Ty-
ler's old discarded scarves, and a Perma-
nent Vacation poster signed in gold ink. 
Our pal was generous, bringing only a 
select few trusted friends in there.

Years before that – I don't know what 

the heck year – Aerosmith was playing 
at the old Harbor House in Lynn across 
from Jacob's Ladder. All I remember was 
crawling on the floor between people's 
legs to get right up to the front of the 
stage. That's how big a fan I was. That's 
all I remember from that foggy night.

Many of my Somerville friends have 
graciously shared their precious memo-
ries of Aerosmith's days in and around 
Somerville. Thank you, and here they 
are a few.

"They rehearsed from 5:00 pm to 9:00 
p.m. Janies Got a Gun, over and over. 
Now it’s Auto Plus … best shop repair In 
Somerville!"

A lifelong Somerville teacher who is 
from a heritage Somerville family that 
I've known all my life shared this: "When 
I taught sixth grade at the Cummings. 
Joe Perry’s stepson used to come and visit 
me on half Wednesday’s. My brother got 
backstage passes for us at the old Garden. 
After the concert we got to hang out with 
Brad Whitfield and meet Steven Tyler. I 
saw Joe's son and he introduced me to Joe 
Perry. That was an awesome event."

Below are more quotes from Somerville 
people who were there. Each new quote is 
a different friend's comments.

"I worked for the floor cleaning com-
plex there for about a year, I got to meet 
them a few times. It was like meeting 
GODS! Lol."

"Seen Steven in Kneelands with his 
girlfriend holding a box of Rice-A-Roni, 
singing the jingle. Also spotted Joe Perry 
in his BMW at the red light on Lowell 
and Highland in the Late 80’s."

"They used to come into Friendly's in 
the Assembly Square Mall and eat some-
times. They weren't that big back then but 
I still knew they were Aerosmith when I 
waited on them."

"We were very young, maybe 10 or 11 
the first time we snuck up to hear them 
rehearse. It was a crazy sight when they 
came back out into the parking lot."

"I saw them play at Cousins Gym Tufts 
University in the late 70s."

"I used to sleep over at Joe's condo in the 
Carr school when I was about 13. I was 
friends with his stepson."

Author: I was recuperating from some-
thing or other and Joey Kramer sent me 
a nice note on Aerosmith stationery. 
What a guy!

Here is a comment from my friend who 
was there:

"I was in an Aerosmith tribute band at
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Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

Rock royalty in our backyard

Continued on page 10
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Text-A-Tip
Text a Tip to the SPD from anywhere!

• 100% completely anonymous  • Easy and secure
• Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply text the phone number “TIP411” ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” at 
the beginning of your text message. If your message requires an emergency 
response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

Powered by:

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210 Help Keep Somerville Safe!

Wrong way driver turned around
Somerville Police officers were 
dispatched to a Prichard Ave. 
location Sunday evening on re-
ports of a motor vehicle travel-
ing in the wrong direction.

Upon arrival, the officers found 
four vehicles standing in traf-
fic at the intersection of Prich-
ard Ave. and Kidder Ave. They 
spoke with bystanders who said 
that the vehicle in question was 
blocking traffic.

The operator of the vehicle 
directly behind this vehicle told 
police that the operator of the 
car was coming down the one 

way, and she tried to get the driv-
er's attention to avoid a collision. 

The man, later identified as 
Nicholas Freda, exited his car, 
walked up to her, and called 
her names. Officers asked her 
what Freda said to her, and she 
replied, "He called me the 'C' 
word". She also stated that Fre-
da was doing calisthenics out-
side his car.

The officers approached Freda 
and reportedly detected an odor of 
alcoholic beverage on his person. 
Freda had glassy eyes and slurred 
speech, according to reports.

Officers asked Freda to step out 
of the vehicle and he reportedly 
refused. To prevent him from 
leaving the scene and causing 
injury to himself or others, an 
officer reached inside the vehicle 
and turned the engine off, then 
grabbed the Freda's left hand.

Police told Freda to step out 
and if he refused they would 
have to use the force necessary 
to remove him from the vehicle. 
At this time Freda complied and 
exited the vehicle.

While talking to Freda, the of-
ficers noticed he was unsteady on 

his feet and had to lean against a 
parked vehicle. They asked Fre-
da for his driver's license and he 
refused to hand it to them.

Freda reportedly stated, "Why 
are you doing this to me? I back 
you guys 100%". 

The officers informed Freda 
that they believed he was driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and that was the reason they re-
moved him from the vehicle.

The officers asked Freda a sec-
ond time to give them his license 
and he again refused. They in-
formed him that they were plac-

ing him under arrest for OUI 
liquor and refusing to submit. 

Freda reportedly refused to 
place his hands behind his 
back. One officer grabbed Fre-
da's left hand and another offi-
cer grabbed his right hand and 
they managed to placed him in 
handcuffs.

Freda was placed under arrest 
on charges of operation of a mo-
tor vehicle under the influence 
of liquor, failure to stop or yield, 
and motor vehicle operator fail-
ure to identify self and taken to 
the Police Station for booking.

By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Fernanda Ferreira, of Ever-
ett, July 12, 1:12 p.m., arrested 
at McGrath Hwy. on warrant 
charges of operation of a motor 

vehicle with a suspended license 
and failure to stop or yield.

Hakeem Parker, of Dorches-
ter, July 16, 6:11 p.m., arrested 
at Assembly Row on charges of 

receiving stolen property un-
der $1200 and larceny under 
$1200.

Michelle Freytes, July 18, 
12:23 a.m., arrested at Middle-

sex Ave. on a charge of opera-
tion of a motor vehicle under 
the influence of liquor.

Nicholas Freda, July 18, 6:59 
p.m., arrested at Prichard Ave. 

on charges of operation of a 
motor vehicle under the influ-
ence of liquor, failure to stop or 
yield, and motor vehicle opera-
tor failure to identify self.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Senior Public Space Planner at 
City of Somerville, said.

The CDT is made up of 11 
Somerville residents from di-
verse backgrounds. Combined 
they speak six languages and 
range from ages 16 to over 60. 
This group was recruited by a 
community engagement firm 
called Design Studio for Social 
Intervention. This group is paid 
for their work and trained by 
the firm itself.

With this group of people 
working on the project, the may-
or’s office of Somerville is hop-
ing to get unique ideas about 

what this space needs from the 
people of Somerville. “We are 
committed to a robust commu-
nity process, '' Ben Ewen-Camp-
en, Somerville's Ward 3 City 
Councilor, said. 

When Kirk was asked what 
she anticipated, the biggest com-
plaint about the square from 
residents would be, she respond-
ed, “Overall, across the city, we 
receive a lot of feedback about 
construction. Somerville is go-
ing through an unprecedented 
construction cycle.”

The redesign of Union Square 
Plaza is taking place in a much 

larger context of the Union 
Square Neighborhood Plan. 
This guiding document outlines 
the construction and improve-
ment project for the neighbor-
hood of Union Square for the 
next 20–30 years.

“There are very few places to 
hang out that don’t cost money. 
Restaurants and cafes are not 
cheap,” Ewen-Campen said. “It 
is our responsibility to create 
spaces where people of all ages 
and backgrounds can hang out.”

“I’m very excited for the future 
of Somerville’s public spaces,” 
Kirk said. She explained that in 

2019, Public Space and Urban 
Forestry division (PSUF) was 
officially created by the city. This 
six-person team is changing the 
public spaces of Somerville, in-
cluding working to create a bet-
ter space in Union Square. 

“In front of Reliable Market 
there is a little slip triangle,” Ew-
en-Campen said. “We have dedi-
cated so much of the city to cars, 
we need to make it a place where 
people want to spend time instead 
of waiting for the traffic to stop.”

The businesses of Union 
Square will also be involved 
in the redesign project. “Busi-

nesses are an essential piece to 
Union Square’s vitality,” Kirk 
said. “The CDT is currently 
running several focus groups 
with many businesses in Union 
Square to hear their ideas and 
imagine new possibilities.”

“Union Square is wonderful,” 
Ewen-Campen said. “There is 
a reason that people come to 
Union Square. It's because we 
love it.”

The next CDT meeting will 
take place on Friday, July 23, 
5:00 – 8:00 p.m., at Union 
Square Plaza (rain date: Friday, 
July 30, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.).

Community Design Team turns to residents for Union Square  
redesign ideas   CONT. FROM PG 1

Somerville woman killed in boat crash
Family members and friends of 27-year-old Jeanica Julce, of Somerville, are mourning her loss after she was found dead in Boston Harbor last 
Saturday, the apparent victim of a boating accident.

The incident reportedly took place at around 3:00 a.m. on Saturday. Coast Guard and Boston Harbor Police units rescued seven individuals after a 
small private boat reportedly crashed into a day marker buoy.

It took rescuers some eight hours to locate Julce’s body. The official cause of death is currently under investigation.
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Vegan Cauliflower 
Gratin
This is a great recipe if you have 
a craving for a rich, dairy free, yet 
cheesy, and delicious substitute for 
the real thing. It’s so satisfying that 
you will want to go back for seconds! 

1 Large Head of cauliflower, cut into 
florets 
2 Tbs. Olive oil
1 Tsp. Kosher salt
1 Tsp. Freshly ground black pepper

The “Cheese” Sauce

2 Cups raw cashews
1/3 Cup nutritional yeast
1-3/4 Tsp. Kosher salt
3/4 Tsp. Granulated garlic
1 Tsp. Dijon mustard (such as Grey 
Poupon)
Zest of one lemon
4 Tbs. Lemon juice

1/2-1/2 Tsp. Cayenne pepper, op-
tional, but highly recommended 
Reserved soaking liquid from cashews 
(1-1/4) to (1-1/2) cups
1 Tbs. Vegan butter, butter the bot-
tom and sides of a 13” x 9” baking dish
1/3 Cup panko bread crumbs

Boil about a quart of water, and add 
it to the 2 cups of cashews and cover 
by two inches. Let the cashews soak 
for 1/2 hour and set aside. 

Preheat oven to 400°. Line a baking 
sheet with parchment. Wash and dry 
the cauliflower florets, and toss in the 
olive oil, salt, and pepper. Roast for 
about 20 minutes. 

Drain the cashews and reserve the 
liquid. Add the cashews to the blend-
er, add the nutritional yeast, salt, gar-
lic, mustard, zest, lemon juice, cay-
enne, and about 1 cup of the reserved 
liquid. 

Blend until incorporated. If the 
mixture is too thick, add more liquid 

until you get to a pancake consistency. 
Prepare the baking dish, and add the 
roasted cauliflower and spread it out 
evenly. 

Ladle 2 cups of the “cheese” mixture 
over the cauliflower and top with the 
Panko. Place into the oven for an ad-
ditional 10-15 minutes until the Pan-
ko is slightly browned. The cheese 
recipe yields 3 cups. Use leftovers to 

top some pasta for a creamy mac and 
cheese, or eggs Florentine and sprin-
kle some smoked paprika to garnish.

To reheat the cheese, add some hot 
water, a little at a time to the mixture. 
Place over the hot, poached eggs or 
add it to hot pasta. Serves 6–8.
_____________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.com/thymethief.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

City holds virtual town halls on
supervised consumption site

By Camille Andersen

Somerville held its first of three 
virtual town halls on Tuesday, 
July 13, to facilitate the conver-
sation about opening a super-
vised consumption site.

Supervised consumption 
sites are harm reduction inter-
ventions that provide clean and 
safe spaces for people to use 
substances with medical staff 
present who can intervene in 
an emergency.

Additional services are provid-
ed at supervised consumption 
sites, such as basic health care, 
housing support, and recovery 
services. Massachusetts has the 
eighth highest death rate from 
overdose among the states, 
which prompted Somerville to 
invest in strategies to prevent 
overdose death.

The town hall was moderat-
ed by Doug Kress, Director of 
Health and Human Services for 
Somerville. The event featured 
four harm reduction specialists: 
Rachel Bolton, Sarah Casey, Ste-
phen Kelley, and TJ Thompson, 
in addition to Dr. Miriam Harris 
from Boston Medical Center. 

The harm reduction specialists 
opened the town hall by provid-
ing an overview of the history of 
harm reduction in public health 
and emphasized that harm re-
duction was a movement led by 
people who used drugs.

Bolton and Thompson gave a 

statewide and national view of 
the need for programs such as 
supervised consumption sites. 
They emphasized that over-
doses are preventable, and no-
body has died at any of the 120 
worldwide sites. “Everybody 
deserves a chance and one death 
is too many,” said Thompson. 
Currently, there are 100-150 
overdose calls (fatal and non-fa-
tal) annually in Somerville, but 
the panelists pointed out that 
these numbers do not reflect 
unreported overdoses. 

Dr. Harris spoke about her ex-
perience working in and around 
supervised consumption sites 
in Canada. She explained that 
these sites can act as an entry 
point to seek other health ser-
vices since places where services 
are currently offered have not al-
ways been welcoming to people 
who use drugs.

Harris also noted that 30% of 
people who have experienced a 
fatal overdose in Massachusetts 
have never used any health care 
service. “Safe consumption spac-
es are immediate evidence-based 
tools to reduce overdose and 
HIV/hepatitis transmission, 
but they are also an untapped 
resource to further provide an 
opportunity to engage people in 
all sorts of services,” she said. 

After the initial overview of 
these sites, the town hall opened 
up for audience questions. The 
first question asked was what the 

site would actually look like and 
if people bring their own drugs. 
The panelists answered that the 
sites can look different depend-
ing on the community, but all 
have safe and sterile equipment 
and a medical area with staff to 
intervene if necessary. 

People usually spend 20-30 
minutes at the site, and there are 
privacy booths for each person. 
The facility will test drugs for 
the level of fentanyl to make sure 
people are informed and to pre-
vent overdose.

In response to a question 
about whether there is evi-
dence these sites reduce harm, 
Dr. Harris cited Canada’s de-

cades long success with them 
and encouraged people to look 
at the report on Somerville’s 
website that contains a de-
tailed description of evidence 
that these sites have been prov-
en to reduce fatal overdose.

Several audience questions 
asked whether this site would 
draw in people from other com-
munities to come here, known as 
the “honey pot effect.” Sarah Ca-
sey responded that the evidence 
refutes this and shows that peo-
ple will plan to use a safer space 
but only within about a five-mile 
radius of where they are located. 

The town hall wrapped up by 
explaining why this site would 

be beneficial to the communi-
ty. Since traditional models are 
not meeting the needs of people 
who use drugs, they encouraged 
listeners to be open to thinking 
outside the box.

They noted that after extensive 
research, people who use drugs 
identified that the services they 
need are a place inside to use 
drugs in a safe space, mental 
health support, substance use 
treatment, and HIV care. The 
supervised consumption site 
would provide all these services. 
In response to these findings, 
Casey said that we as a commu-
nity “must be willing to engage 
with people where they are at.”

Facts concerning a proposed supervised consumption site in Somerville were presented and questions answered at a recent vir-
tual town hall meeting.



6••JULY 21, 2021

Beacon Hill Roll Call
Volume 46 – Report No. 29   •   July 12-16, 2021   •   Copyright © 2021 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records the votes of local representatives and senators 
from the week of July 12-16.

$200 MILLION FOR LOCAL ROADS AND 
BRIDGES (H 3951)
House 150-0, Senate 40-0, approved and  Gov. Char-
lie Baker signed into law a bill that includes authorizing 
$200 million in one-time funding for the maintenance 
and repair of local roads and bridges in cities and towns 
across the state. The $350 million package, a bond bill 
under which the funding would be borrowed by the 
state through the sale of bonds, also includes $150 mil-
lion to pay for bus lanes, improvement of public transit, 
electric vehicles and other state transportation projects.

“Public transportation is a public good,” said Senate 
Transportation Committee Chair Sen. Joe Boncore 
(D-Winthrop). “The $350 million investment is among 
the largest Chapter 90 bond bills to date and represents 
the Legislature’s commitment to safe roads, reliable 
bridges and modernized transit infrastructure.”

“The long-standing state-municipal partnership es-
tablished under the Chapter 90 program is critical to 
helping cities and towns meet their transportation in-
frastructure needs,” said GOP House Minority Leader 
Brad Jones (R-North Reading). “Today’s agreement con-
tinues the House and Senate’s ongoing commitment to 
support this important road and bridge program.”

“When building a better normal post-pandemic, invest-
ment in transportation infrastructure is crucial,” said Sen. 
Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville). “Our communities should feel 
that their infrastructure is reliable and making it easier 
for them to go back to their normal activities.”

“This legislation recognizes that in addition to the 
backlog of local roads in need of repair, there is an un-
met need for local projects that benefit all modes of 
transportation,” said Rep. Bill Straus (D-Mattapoisett) 
House chair of the Committee on Transportation. 
“And I am pleased that the Legislature was able to pro-
vide municipal assistance for road work and expanded 
funding for towns and cities to advance public transit 
and reduce congestion.” 

Sen. Paul Feeney (D-Foxborough) said the bill is a smart 
investment for the commonwealth. “There is no question 
our local infrastructure is in dire need of repairs and up-
grades,” said Feeney. “As we recover from the pandemic 
and businesses and offices re-open, more people are hit-
ting the roads and commuting once again. This compre-
hensive investment in our transportation infrastructure 
will put people to work and allow our city and town offi-
cials to forge ahead with the critical projects necessary to 
keep our communities moving along safely.”

“These funds will continue a partnership with our cit-
ies and towns ensuring that our infrastructure needs are 
met at the local level,” said Rep. Brad Hill (R-Ipswich).

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

 Rep. Christine Barber Yes
 Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
 Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

BAKER SIGN $47.6 BILLION FISCAL 2022 

BUDGET – Gov. Chalie Baker signed into law a 
$47.6 billion state budget for fiscal year 2022 which 
began on July 1.  The governor and the Legislature 
were mostly on the same page since the Legislature 
approved the budget unanimously by a 160-0 vote in 
the House and 40-0 vote in the Senate. Baker did dis-
agree with the Legislature on some spending and he 
vetoed close to $8 million from the package approved 
by the Legislature. He also vetoed a section that fur-
ther delays implementation of a charitable giving tax 
deduction approved by voters in 2000. The Legisla-
ture will soon act on overriding some of the vetoes 
which takes a two-thirds vote of each branch.

“The … budget makes historic investments in our com-
munities, schools, economy and workers as Massachu-
setts emerges from the pandemic,” said Gov. Baker in 
a message to the Legislature. “As we continue in our 
economic recovery, we are focused on supporting those 
communities that have been hardest hit by COVID-19, 
and this budget will complement our $2.9 billion pro-
posal to invest a portion of Massachusetts’ federal funds 
in urgent priorities that support communities of color 
and lower-wage workers." 

Baker continued, “By working with our legislative 
partners to carefully manage the commonwealth’s 
finances and by reopening our economy, we now ex-
pect to make a $1.2 billion deposit in the Stabiliza-
tion Fund through this budget, bringing the balance 
to $5.8 billion, an increase of over 400 percent since 
we took office. We are able to responsibly grow our 
reserves without raising taxes, while continuing to 
make historic investments in our schools, job training 
programs and downtown economies.”

COLLEGE STUDENTS’ TRANSCRIPTS (H 
1347) – The Higher Education Committee held a vir-
tual hearing on a bill that would prohibit public and 
private colleges from withholding a student’s entire ac-
ademic transcript if the student owes the school money 
for any loan payments, fines, fees, tuition or other ex-
penses. The measure would allow schools to withhold 
from the transcript only any academic credits and grades 
for any specific course for which that student's tuition 
and mandatory course fees are not paid in full. 

Supporters said currently schools can withhold a stu-
dent’s entire transcript even though it might be just one 
course for which the student has not paid. They said 
this means that these students cannot use any credits 
to transfer to more affordable institutions or to obtain 
employment.

“Higher Education institutions are supposed to be ve-
hicles of opportunity, economic mobility, and promises 
of a better future,” said sponsor Rep. David LeBoeuf 
(D-Worcester). “Continuing to foster adverse practices 
that disproportionally penalize low-income students go 
against these principles, and the principles of the com-
monwealth. It is our responsibility to make sure those 
who pursue higher education are not saddled with debt 
or denied advancement opportunities because of limited 
financial resources. This bill begins to address this issue 
by eliminating a counterintuitive practice that has no 
place in Massachusetts.” 

COLLEGE ATHLETES CAN PROFIT (S 832) 
– Another measure heard by the Higher Education 
Committee bill would allow college student-athletes 
to earn compensation from the use of their name, 
image or likeness without affecting that student’s 

scholarship eligibility. Other provisions allow a stu-
dent-athlete to obtain representation from an agent 
for contracts or legal matters; require agents to have 
specific credentials, verify their eligibility through 
a public registration process and keep detailed re-
cords; and require colleges to establish a Catastrophic 
Sports Injury Fund to compensate student-athletes 
who suffer severe long-term injuries.

“Just two weeks ago, after years of delay, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association [NCAA] finally be-
gan allowing college athletes to earn compensation 
from the use of their name, image or likeness,” said 
Senate sponsor Sen. Barry Finegold (D-Andover). 
“I had originally introduced my athlete compensa-
tion bill last session, but I believe this bill is all the 
more important in light of the NCAA’s recent policy 
shift. My proposed bill would codify the NCAA’s rule 
change into Massachusetts law and provide addition-
al clarity both for athletes and higher education in-
stitutions as they figure out how to comply with the 
NCAA’s guidelines. We need to act now."

“Even though the NCAA has updated their policy, 
this legislation would ensure that Massachusetts stu-
dent athletes’ constitutional rights can never be in-
fringed upon again in the commonwealth,” said Rep. 
Steven Howitt (R-Seekonk), House sponsor of a sim-
ilar bill (H 1340). “It is important for the common-
wealth to join the 24 other states who have already 
signed similar bills into law.”

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of July 12-16, the House met for a total 
of seven hours and 42 minutes while the Senate met for 
a total of three hours and 23 minutes.

Mon. July 12 House 11:02 a.m. to 11:04 a.m. 

 Senate 11:05 a.m. to 11:25 a.m.

Tues. July 13 No House session

 No Senate session

Wed. July 14 House 11:05 a.m. to 3:37 p.m.

 No Senate session

Thurs. July 15 House 11:00 a.m. to 2:08 p.m.

 Senate 11:16 a.m. to 2:19 p.m. 

Fri. July 16 No House session

 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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COMMENTARY

Groundwork Somerville is excited to 
announce their 2021 South St. Farm 
Open Hours. Stop by any Saturday be-
tween July and September, 11:00 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m., 138 South St., and check 
out Somerville's very own urban farm. 
This time is set aside for our community 
to tour the farm, enjoy the green space, 
volunteer, or have a picnic. No registra-
tion is required, just come by. http://
www.groundworksomerville.org.

******************************
Happy birthday this week to several lo-
cals: Happy birthday to Leeann Rollins, 
we wish her the very best for her birth-
day. Happy birthday to local guy Rich-
ard Nilsson. We wish him a very happy 
birthday. We wish all of our Facebook 
friends, such as Millie Allwood, Nan-
cy McCarty, Susanne Sordillo, Cheryl 
Chaille Horan, Alice Galvin, Tommy 
Mcdaid, Frank Tello Jr, Erica Jones, 
Carol Powers Joan Campo McKenna, 
Stephanie Ann, Justin Klekota, Peter 
Mcisaac, and Joanne Tibbetts a very 
happy birthday. We hope everyone has a 
great day. To all the others we may have 
missed, we sincerely wish them the very 
best of birthdays.

******************************
All city buildings are now open as of 

Monday, July 12, with limited staffing. 
Both visitors to city buildings as well as 
staff will be required to wear face cov-
erings while inside the buildings. Staff 
will be available on a walk-in basis in all 
departments for quick transactions like 
paying a bill or picking up a document. 
For matters that will take longer, resi-
dents will need to schedule an appoint-
ment with city staff. Many city services 
are also available online and, whenever 
possible, residents are encouraged to 
continue to use online services.

******************************
The Somerville Flea will kick off their 
10th year in Davis Sq. on Sunday, Au-
gust 1, at 10:00 a.m., 56 Holland St. 
The best local vintage purveyors and 
artisans are back. Come on out and 
support them after a year-long hiatus. 
Shop local!

******************************
Enjoy Live Music Fridays at Assem-
bly Row at Assembly Square. Join 
them on the new green space, located 
between Night Shift's Owl's Nest and 
PKL Boston, for free, live performanc-
es on select Friday nights. The next 
show will be on July 30 with The Cast 
Irons from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

******************************

7ate9's National Cheesecake Day Fes-
tival is back. 7ate9's National Cheese-
cake Day Festival will take Place July 31 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 7ate9 
Bakery, 199C Highland Ave., Somer-
ville. There will be cheesecake sampling, 
temporary tattoo station, games, raffles 
and more. This year's theme is "Things 
You Worry About in High School." 
Contestants will be judged far more on 
how they pitch their cake than on the 
quality of their decorating. At 2:30 p.m. 
they will hold a cheesecake eating com-
petition, five minutes, as much as you 
can eat. Here is the link to sign-up for 
the cheesecake eating competition and 
cake decorating competition. https://
mailchi.mp/1674b907.../7ate9-nation-
al-cheesecake-day

******************************
Visit the East Somerville Market 
this Sunday, July 25, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at Deano's Pasta parking 
lot, 15 Garfield Ave. Shop local small 
businesses, pre-ordering is available. 
For a full list of participating vendors 
visit https://www.eastsomerville-
mainstreets.org.

******************************
If you'd like to combine your two favor-
ite things – art and nature – they've got 

an amazing opportunity coming up for 
you at the Growing Center this week-
end. On Saturday, July 24, at 4:00 p.m., 
the Somerville Community Growing 
Center, 22 Vinal Avenue, is delighted 
to offer a free charcoal drawing work-
shop in the garden. Join artist and 
teacher Danielle Krcmar in a relaxed 
outdoors drawing class. Danielle will 
demonstrate basic charcoal drawing 
techniques, and then time will be giv-
en at the end of the workshop for par-
ticipants to create a complete drawing. 
No experience necessary. Attendance 
is limited and a reservation is required: 
Please RSVP to Liza Kitchell to take 
part (liza@thegrowingcenter.org).

******************************
The City of Somerville’s annual Somer-
Movie Fest returns this year with a se-
ries of seven family-friendly films be-
ing shown in parks around Somerville. 
Screenings begin at sundown and the 
schedule is as follows: Thursday, July 
22, Mrs. Doubtfire, Nunziato Park; 
Thursday, July 29, The Sandlot, Lin-
coln Park; Thursday, August 5, Coco, 
East Somerville Community School; 
Thursday, August 12, Black Panther, 
Baxter State Park; Thursday, August 
19, Guardians of the

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
The city’s Food and Nutrition Services 
Department is once again engaged in 
its annual summer meals for Somer-
ville youth program. Kids under the 
age of 19 can get free meals at various 
locations throughout the city from now 
through August 13.

It’s a great way of making sure that 
the city’s youth get the nutritional sup-
port they need, regardless of financial 

or social standing.
The importance of getting fully nu-

tritious meals to our kids, especially 
throughout the summer months while 
they are out of school and engaged in 
lively summer activities, cannot be 
overly emphasized.

Certain kids in the city may not have the 
same opportunities for getting well-bal-
anced meals that others have, and this 

program helps to assure that the playing 
field is fully leveled and that all are equal-
ly equipped with the nutrition they need 
to properly develop and thrive through-
out the summer months.

Breakfast and lunch menus are being 
offered at Somerville schools and city 
parks. Go to https://somerville.k12.
ma.us/district-departments/food-nu-
trition-services/summer-meals-pro-

gram for complete schedules for all par-
ticipating locations.

We hope that this program continues 
through the years to come. It doesn’t cost 
so much to make sure that our kids are 
fed well and kept healthy and happy.

It goes without saying that we all wish 
the best for our kids and will go the extra 
mile to provide their basic needs. It's the 
least we can do for them.

Continued on page 11
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

LEGENDARY ATHLETES

ACROSS

1. Baseball's "The Say Hey Kid"

5. TV tube in days of yore

8. Proof of age, pl.

11. Medicinal succulent

12. Toward shelter, nautically

13. White heron

15. Poet ____ Angelou

16. Where a bib is tied

17. Taste like grapes

18. First African American to play in 

MLB

20. Chap or fella

21. Do like Etna

22. Auction set

23. Property defacer

26. Italian vermouth brand

30. 2nd largest bird in world

31. Informal wear

34. "The Man Who ____ Too Much"

35. Relating to Scandinavia

37. Chicken ____ ____ king

38. Nearsited one

39. Bear in the sky

40. The largest Asian antelope

42. Dolphin great ____ Marino

43. Reusable painting pattern

45. Stands out

47. Cotillion V.I.P.

48. Deli item

50. Cain's brother

52. a.k.a. The Great Bambino

55. Oyster gem

56. Dwarf buffalo

57. Algonquian people

59. Body trunk

60. Hay spot

61. "Battle of the Sexes" champion

62. A in FANBOYS

63. Altitude, for short

64. "Comme ci, comme Áa"

DOWN

1. Mom in Scotland

2. Wing-shaped

3. Walk-the-dog toy

4. Bottom of the ocean

5. Fastener

6. Move a plant

7. Pele or Bob Feller when they debuted

8. Armenia's neighbor

9. Cabinet div.

10. Dirty dwelling

12. Declares invalid

13. Encourage, two words

14. NHL's "The Great One"

19. Very angry

22. Type of English course, for short

23. Where women are from?

24. "To death" in France

25. Florence Nightingale, e.g.

26. Mountain goat terrain

27. Opposite of cathode

28. Himalayan country

29. Track and field star of 1936 

Olympics

32. Frozen rain

33. "____ at ease"

36. He simultaneously played in MLB 

and NFL

38. Ginger beer in a cocktail, e.g.

40. Pen point

41. Sea in the Mediterranean

44. Yo-Yo Ma's instrument

46. Talks like a chicken

48. Overfamiliar from overuse

49. Terminate, as in mission

50. Same as eon

51. Shakespeare, a.k.a. ____ of 

Avon

52. "Ali ____ and the 40 Thieves"

53. *Tinker, Evers and Chance, e.g.

54. Egg-layers

55. Parent volunteer organization

58. Id's partner

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

FUN & GAMES

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week
1. Buckingham Palace in England has over six hundred rooms.

2. The name Jeep comes from "GP" – the army abbreviation for General Purpose.

Ms. Cam’s

#788Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What US President's 
motto was "The buck 
stops here"?

2.  What percentage of 
nitrogen exists in earth 
atmosphere?

3.  When was Bangla-
desh formed?

4.  Alicia Silverstone 
made her debut in 
which film?

5.  In oology, about 
what do you study?

6.  What was the name 
of Mr. T's character on 
The A-Team?

7.  What percent of the 
US is covered in water?

8.  Which NBA player 
was told to "Shut-up 
and dribble" by a Fox 
employee?

9.  Who is the Major 
League Baseball player 
nicknamed "Kung Fu 
Panda"?

10.  Who played Two 
Face in the movie Bat-
man Forever?

11.  "Come on over, and 
do the twist" is in what 
Nirvana song?

12.  In the  film Fro-
zen, the trolls have the 
ability to transform into 
what objects?

Answers on page 10

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle: Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:
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Somerville Commission for Women
looks to make new hire

By Rachael Hines

The Somerville Commission 
for Women (SCW) met virtu-
ally on Monday night to discuss 
their transition to the Depart-
ment of Racial and Social Jus-
tice, the Somerville Safe Streets 
Alliance, and the hiring of a new 
commissions coordinator. 

“We could be lucky and in the 
two weeks it’s posted we get 
good applicants and make our 
decision, but it could take six 
weeks. We just don’t know,” said 
Director Denise Molina Capers 
on the time frame for hiring a 
new commissions coordinator.

The meeting was also attended 
by Commissioners Stephanie 

Galaitsi, Deborah Lormeus, Fa-
bia Oliveria, and Crystal Turner.

For updates and information 
about SCW’s activities and 
future meetings, visit www.
somervillema.gov or contact 
jmancia@somervillema.gov. 
The next SCW meeting is cur-
rently scheduled for August 
19, at 7:00 p.m.

Somerville overhauls development
permitting process with new web portal

As part of ongoing efforts to overhaul planning and zoning in Somerville, the City has launched a new web-based permitting 
portal for proposals that require approval by the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals.

The Permit Tracking System portal, which debuted last month at somervillezoning.com, is a one-stop informational resource 
and application tool that completely revolutionizes the Plan-ning and Zoning permitting process. As recently as 2019, the 
process was entirely paper-based, often requiring applicants make trips to City Hall, download and print forms, and submit 
stacks of drawings via mail or courier service. When the pandemic hit, staff established an interim process to keep approvals 
moving, which had its own set of challenges, but they drew on les-sons learned from more than a year of working remotely 
in the development of the new digital portal. Now, you can begin your application on a cell phone. The application process is 
almost completely online, simplified and streamlined for both applicants and staff.

The new platform features all necessary forms, automated notifications, and deadline remind-ers to guide applicants through 
each step of the process. Documents are provided in a native-web format that can be accessed via translation applications, mo-
bile devices, and screen read-ers. Homeowners and less experienced development teams can make use of printable guides, checklists, and worksheets to organize required 
documentation, as well as a simple survey tool to direct them to the proper permitting path for their proposed project. Each application is giv-en a tracking number, and 
project milestones are recorded and communicated to both planners and applicants to move the review forward smoothly.

“I can't stress enough how radically this new platform will change permitting in the Planning & Zoning Division,” said Sarah Lewis, Director of Planning and Zoning. 
“We are always working to improve our processes and resources, and this new tool will be instrumental to ensuring we provide exceptional customer service to residents, 
property owners, and businesses.”

The online system and review procedures also reflect new requirements and statutory dead-lines established in the Somerville Zoning Ordinance, adopted in December 
2019. Under the new Ordinance, only the larger projects in the city's Mid Rise and High Rise districts, which re-quire more public engagement, will be handled by the 
Planning & Zoning Division. For the vast majority of smaller projects in Neighborhood Residence and Urban Residence zoning districts, the process will be much sim-
pler, with applications reviewed by Inspectional Services only and on a shorter time frame.

“This new approach to permitting is a game-changer,” said Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone. “We worked for years with the community to overhaul our zoning policy – the 
next step is to over-haul the process, and I’m grateful to this team for their continued creativity and innovative thinking. We need these kinds of tools and systems in place 
to make sure our policies are truly working for everyone in the community.”

Throughout the summer, additional improvements to the portal will be deployed, including up-dated submission requirements, detailed application guidance, and a dedi-
cated Q&A tool. The Development Permit Tracking System can be accessed from the Development Review tab on somervillezoning.com or directly at somervillezoning.
com/developmentre

Somerville’s FabVille Advisory Board seeks members
The City of Somerville and Somerville Public School Career in Technical Education is seeking applicants 
to serve on the FabVille Advisory Board. The advisory board will help guide the strategic development 
and growth of FabVille, Somerville’s digital fabrication lab that will relaunch this fall in the new Somer-
ville High School. FabVille aims to complement the collection of professional, semi-professional, and 
artist-focused spaces already available in and around Somerville.

The FabVille Advisory Board will meet on a quarterly basis to provide input to the staff at the Office of 
Strategic Planning and Community Development and Somerville High School on how best to achieve 
the goals of FabVille. Board members will serve one-year terms with the option to renew their member-
ship.

Launched in 2016, FabVille is the City’s first digital fabrication lab that engages Somerville residents in 
the creative process of design and prototyping.

The goal of FabVille is to promote educational opportunities for Somerville community members in the 
areas of design thinking and rapid prototyping. FabVille achieves this through a variety of project-based 
tool and software training programs including 3D printing, laser cutting, electronics, and coding. Through 
project-based learning, community members gain valuable knowledge applicable in many developing 
business industries including healthcare, automotive, energy development, and entrepreneurship. Fab-
Ville welcomes innovators, entrepreneurs, community partners, and curious minds interested in further 
developing a design thinking mindset in a supportive and welcoming environment.

Interested applicants are encouraged to send a statement of interest to Nick Schonberger, Planner-Eco-
nomic Development, at nschonberger@somervillema.gov by Friday, July 30, at 3:00 p.m.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website: www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS 
IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY

PHONE: 857-488-5138

A-2021-10
CITY OF MEDFORD
MASSACHUSETTS

The City of Medford, Board of Appeals, will hold a Public Hearing, 
remotely via Zoom, on Thursday, July 29 after 7:30 p.m. on a petition of 
Simmons Realty, LLC, to construct a three-story addition and perform 
renovations to an existing non-conforming structure at 200 Boston 
Avenue to be used as a research and testing laboratory facility in an 
Industrial (I) Zoning District – Allowed Use, thereby requiring a finding 
by the Zoning Board of Appeals – Section 94-241, with insufficient:
Rear Yard Setback – Section 94-171, Table 6.3 Item #5 (e) 1,
Off-Street Parking – Section 94-191 (b) (1)
Note: Actual number of required off-street parking to be determined 
based on the number of employees that will occupy this facility.
This project also exceeds the maximum allowed height and number of 
stories – Section 94-171 – Table 6.3 Item #5 (e) 1and is subject to Site 
Plan Review by the Community Development Board – Section 94-332 
and Linkage Fees – Section 94-381,
Access this meeting via Zoom remote videoconferencing:
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91222064272
Call in via phone:
One tap mobile: +19292056099,, 91222064272 # US
Dial in: +1 929 205 6099 US    Meeting ID: 912 2206 4272
Access livestream:
The meeting will also be live streamed at 
https://medford.vod.castus.tv/vod/index.php/@live:ch3.
To participate while watching the livestream, questions and com-
ments may be emailed during the hearing to 
dmacdougal@medford-ma.gov

Chapter 94-City of Medford Zoning Ordinance.

Scott Carman,
Chairman

Call 781-393-2137 for any accommodations/aids.  T.D.D. 781-393-2516

7/14/21, 7/21/21 The Somerville Times

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
30 Memorial Road

Somerville, Massachusetts  02145
Telephone (617) 625-1152

Web: www.sha-web.org

ADVERTISEMENT

REQUEST FOR DESIGN SERVICES (RFS)

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed proposals from registered Engineering firms to provide pro-
fessional design and construction administration services to replace 
the roof of the SHA Administration Building located in Somerville, MA 
02145.

The Award is subject to DHCD requirements and guidelines. A briefing 
and site inspection is scheduled for 10:00 AM on Thursday, July 22nd, 
2021, at the SHA Administration Building located at 30 Memorial Road, 
Somerville, MA 02145. 

Response to this RFS must be submitted no later than 2:00PM Thurs-
day, July 29th, 2021.

The RFS may be obtained after 11:00AM on Thursday, July 15th, 2021, 
by contacting Travis Panzini at travisp@sha-web.org or by phone at 
617-625-1152 Ext.330.

Questions must be sent in writing to travisp@sha-web.org no later 
than Monday, July 26th, 2021.

7/14/21, 7/21/21 The Somerville Times

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hearing 
on Thursday, August 5, 2021, at 6:00pm through GoToWebinar. 

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this meeting of the Plan-
ning Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio re-
cording of these proceedings will be available upon request to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4598558266051648270
Webinar ID: 353-400-291

TO CALL IN
Phone number:  1 (415) 655-0052
Access code:  586-303-845

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

73 Summer Street First Summer 73 LLC proposes to construct a 
 3-story LEED Gold apartment building and 
 establish a Household Living principle use in the 
 MR3 zoning district. This proposal requires Site 
 Plan Approval and a Special Permit.

67 Broadway Revolutionary Clinics II, Inc., proposes to modify 
 a 3-story commercial building in the Mid Rise 4 
 district which requires Site Plan Approval and to 
 establish a Cannabis Retail Sales use which 
 requires a Special Permit.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at 
the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning & 
Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, 
MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

7/21/21 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual 
public hearing on Wednesday, August 4, 2021, at 6:00pm through GoT-
oWebinar.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8746674789045895950
Webinar ID: 511-194-899

TO CALL IN
Phone number:  1 (415) 655-0060
Access code:  324-727-931

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

13 Alpine Street Apres Ski LLC proposes a Major Amendment to 
 previously approved plans which required a 
 Special Permit (ZBA 2016-75).

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to 
Planning & Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP# 22-01
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

proposals for:

Boot and Tow Services

The RFP package may be obtained online at 
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or 
from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress landing page 
https://www.bidexpress.com/businesses/33100/home on or after: 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021.

Sealed responses will be received at the Purchasing Department, 
Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or via 
Bid Express until: Wednesday August 4, 2021 at 2:00 pm. The City of 
Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, waive 
any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the proposal(s) 
deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst

617-625-6600 x. 3400

7/21/21 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP# 22-02
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

proposals for:

FabVille Lab Manager

The RFP package may be obtained online at 
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or 
from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress landing page 
https://www.bidexpress.com/businesses/33100/home on or after: 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021. Sealed responses will be received at 
the Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA, 02143 or via Bid Express until: Wednesday August 
11, 2021 at 2:00 pm. 

The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, 
waive any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the pro-
posal(s) deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.  

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst

617-625-6600 x. 3400

7/21/21 The Somerville Times

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Harry S. Truman

2.  78 percent

3.  August 1947

4.  The Crush

5.  Bird eggs, nests

6.  B.A. Baracus

7.  7 percent

8.  Kevin Durant

9.  Pablo Sandoval

10.  Tommy Lee 
Jones

11.  Aneurysm

12.  Rocks

From on page 8

the time and we crossed paths a few 
times at the Cambridge music complex.

One of our oldest friends was their 
drum tech for 12 years. I met them a 
few times. I am also in their Let the 
Music Do the Talking video, record-
ed at the Orpheum, and our friend 
brought me to the place on Lowell 
Street a few times.

Got to play Joey Kramer's drums 
and Steven Tyler's piano. The drum 
tech lived on my first floor and we 
used to play Joe Perry and Brad 
Whitford's guitars down there.

They also visited there once or 

twice. We also got primo seats to 
a few shows and got backstage a 
few times. I enjoyed my Aero Years 
very much."

"You'll notice on the inside of the 
CD jacket for their album Permanent 
Vacation they are behind bars of a jail 
cell. They gave thanks to the Somer-
ville Police Chief at that time as well 
as the members of the department 
in the credits. Thanks to Lt. Gordon 
Harold Fairweather (RIP) and the 
Somerville Police Dept."

We used as many comments as 
we could and there were so many! 

Thank you all! I will post original 
comments as well as this story on 
The Pride of Somerville Facebook 
page, and it will be at www.the-
somervilletimes.com.

We were all graced with having 
rock 'n’ roll royalty in our own back 
yards from around 1987 to 1991. 
They mingled with the community, 
were friendly to local fans and quite 
generous to them too. Respecting all 
concerned, some details shall remain 
confidential. Aerosmith is coming to 
Fenway Park on Thursday, Septem-
ber 8, 2022. See you there!

Rock royalty in our backyard   CONT. FROM PG 3

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Galaxy, Seven Hills Park. While at-
tendees are not required to wear masks, 
anyone who is not fully vaccinated is ad-
vised to wear one whenever they are in 
a crowd.

******************************
The City of Somerville’s Veterans’ 
Commission on Monuments, Memo-
rials, and Dedications Committee is 
accepting applications for five positions 
– three to be filled by veterans. The 
commission will have charge and con-
trol of the construction of any memo-
rial for a veteran and will have custody 
and care of the memorial after its con-
struction. The commission, which will 
also develop policies and procedures to 
follow for dedicating memorials, will 
meet when needed to name these as-
sets. Meetings are expected to begin in 
the fall of 2021. If you are interested in 
applying, please send a statement of in-
terest to the Department of Veterans’ 

Services at veterans@somervillema.
gov by Friday, August 6. For further 
details or questions, call (617) 625-
6600, ext. 4700.

******************************
Walk-in vaccinations are available at 
multiple locations: You now can get a 
COVID-19 vaccination without hav-
ing to pre-register or make an appoint-
ment. There are walk-in vaccination 
sites all around Somerville, and just 
outside it as well. Cambridge Health 
Alliance vaccine clinics have larger 
supplies of doses and can vaccinate 
kids ages 12 – 17. You do not need to 
be a CHA patient to use these clin-
ics. They are free and open to all. Lo-
cal CVS pharmacies and the Stop & 
Shop on McGrath Hwy. are also offer-
ing walk-in vaccines. Local Walgreens 
pharmacies require a brief pre-regis-
tration, but can process people quickly 
if they have open slots and you walk 

in. Here are the CHA walk-in sites: 
CHA Somerville Vaccine Center at 
176 Somerville Avenue in Somerville, 
Mon. – Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tufts Uni-
versity Gantcher Center at 161 Col-
lege Ave. in Medford, Wed – Thurs. 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Encore Bos-
ton Harbor at 1 Broadway Center in 
Everett, Mon. – Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m., Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

******************************
Individuals younger than 18 will 
need parental or guardian consent to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. A 
parent or guardian can either accom-
pany a minor age 16 or 17 to their vac-
cine appointment, or fill out a consent 
form that the minor can then bring 
with them to the appointment. Con-
sent forms in multiple languages are 
available at the state’s website. Parents 
must accompany children ages 12 – 15 

to their vaccine appointments.
******************************

Help support your neighbors through 
the Somerville Cares Fund. If you’re 
lucky enough to have some extra mon-
ey, please consider a donation to the 
Somerville Cares Fund. This dona-
tion-based fund provides direct assis-
tance to Somerville residents, work-
ers, and parents of school children 
so that they can cover basic expenses 
like housing, food, and utility bills. If 
you’re unable to donate you can still 
help by sharing information about 
the Somerville Cares Fund with your 
friends and family.

******************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our 
paper, go directly online to our website 
over to the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7

Deadline to Apply Extended - City of Somerville Seeks Four
Community Members for the Police Chief Selection Committee

The City of Somerville is seeking four community members to serve on a selection committee for the next Chief of 
Police of the Somerville Police Department (SPD). The next Chief will lead the department through an important 
moment in policing in Somerville, as the work of the reimagining policing process – led by the Racial and Social Justice 
(RSJ) Office under the leadership of RSJ Director Denise Molina Capers – will be in full swing. 

The Police Chief Selection Committee (PCSC) will be responsible for: 

• Engaging the community in a robust discussion about the type of leader they are looking for in the next Chief 

   of Police. 

• Working with the Mayor’s Office to select a recruiting firm to lead the search. 

• Working with the recruiting firm to establish a selection process based on input received from the community. 

• Recommending three to five finalists to the Mayor based on candidates’ performance in the selection process. 

• Conducting a public interview process for the finalists. 

The Mayor will make the final appointment for the next Chief of Police from the PCSC’s list of finalists, subject to 
confirmation by the City Council.  

The police chief selection committee is established in city ordinance and can be found at https://bit.ly/PoliceChiefSe-
lection
Municode Library

The selection committee will consist of: 

• The Human Resources Director (who will serve as the chair) 

• A member of the City Council appointed by the City Council Vice President 

• The RSJ Director (this position was formerly held by the director of the Multicultural Affairs Commission) 

• Two community members appointed by the City Council Vice President, at least one of whom should represent the city’s diversity 

• Two community members appointed by the Mayor, at least one of whom should represent the city’s diversity 

• A sworn officer of the SPD represented and elected by the Somerville Police Employees Association, the union that represents patrol officers 

• A sworn officer of the SPD represented and elected by the Somerville Police Superior Officers Association, the union that represents sergeants, lieutenants, 

   and captains 

The Mayor and the City Council Vice President will select community members from the applicants who respond to this call. 

Time Commitment and Preferred Qualifications 
The PCSC will likely meet every other week at a regularly scheduled time that is most convenient for all committee members. Materials will be distributed for review prior 
to each meeting. Committee members should also expect to attend community meetings or other community engagement events.  

Applicants should demonstrate an interest in municipal governance, public health and safety, racial and social justice, and/or policing and the many roles it plays in the 
lives of community members.  

How to Apply 
Applicants interested in volunteering to serve on the PCSC should send their resume and a statement of interest to policechiefsearch@somervillema.gov by 12:30 p.m. 
on Friday, July 30.

Want to write local Somerville stories? Call 857-488-5138 and speak to the Assignment Editor
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What does a sprinter eat before a race?
Nothing, they fast!

On This Day in History
July 21

1861 – In the first major battle of the Civil War, Confederate forces defeat the 
Union Army along Bull Run near Manassas Junction, Virginia.

1865 – Wild Bill Hickok kills gunman Dave Tutt in Springfield, Missouri, in 
what is regarded as the first formal quick-draw duel.

1873 – The James Gang robs a train in Adair, Iowa.

1906 – French Captain Alfred Dreyfus is vindicated of his earlier court-martial 
for spying for Germany.

1919 – The British House of Lords ratifies the Versailles Treaty.

1925 – John Scopes is found guilty for teaching evolution in Dayton, Tenn., 
and is fined $100.

1954 – The French sign an armistice with the Viet Minh that ends the war but 
divides Vietnam into two countries.

1960 – Sirimavo Bandaranaike becomes the first woman prime minister of 
Ceylon.

S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
UPCOMING EVENTS

Ageless Grace Program – various dates – Ageless 
Grace is a fitness and wellness program consisting 
of 21 simple exercise tools designed for all ages 
and abilities. These exercises, based on everyday 
movements, focus on the healthy longevity of 
the body and mind. Classes are held bi-monthly 
in English and bi-monthly in Spanish via Zoom. 
Please contact Chris at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315 
or email ckowaleski@somervillema.gov with any 
questions or for additional information.

Outdoor Exercise Group –Mondays at 10:00 
a.m. and Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. Each class 
will meet in front of the Holland Street Center 
at the flag pole and will incorporate stretching, 
strength training and balance exercises. All 
classes and groups will be limited to 8 partic-
ipants and will follow City of Somerville social 
distancing and mask policy. Pre-registration is 
required. For additional info or to register for 
the above programs, contact Chris by email at 
ckowaleski@somervillema.gov or by phone at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2315.

WALKING GROUP –Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The 
walking group will meet in front of the Holland 
Street Center and will enjoy walks through area 
neighborhoods. All classes and groups will be 
limited to 8 participants and will follow City of 
Somerville social distancing and mask policy. 
Pre-registration is required. For additional info or 
to register for one of the above programs, contact 
Chris by email at ckowaleski@somervillema.gov or 
by phone at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315.

Online De-Cluttering Class –Wednesdays at 
11:00 a.m. - Sometimes it’s easier to collect items 
and harder to get rid of them. De-cluttering can 
be a difficult process, but you don’t have to do 
it alone. If you are looking for support in regard 
to downsizing, decluttering or discarding items, 
consider joining the online de-cluttering support 
group. With a supportive group environment, you 
will learn how to turn your mountain of items into 
a manageable amount. Call Natasha at 617-625-
6600 ext. 2317 or e-mail nnaim@somervillema.
gov to register.

English Conversation – Every Monday at the 
Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9 New Washing-
ton Street (Behind the Holiday Inn.) Meet people 
from all over the world as we discuss a range of 

topics. No books – no test – Just friendly conver-
sation. This program is in person; pre-registration 
is required as space is limited. Please contact 
Maureen Bastardi, Program Coordinator at MBas-
tardi@Somervillema.gov or 617-625-6600, ext. 
2335 to RSVP.

Music & Munch – Wednesday, July 21, at noon-
time. Why not pair your lunch with a celebration 
of music? This 45-minute session via Zoom will 
treat you to a playlist of diverse musical offerings: 
a little jazz, some "oldies but goodies," a smid-
gen of classical, a dip into barbershop, a trip to 
Broadway. The music is taped but the experience 
is live. Your guide is Somerville Resident, Laura 
Zoll, trained as a medieval musicologist and with 
a life-long love of all things musical. Your prefer-
ences will help shape the session. Learn a little, 
sing-along, relax and enjoy some Music while you 
Munch. RSVP to Debby Higgins, Outreach Coor-
dinator at dhiggins@somervillema.gov or 617-
625-6600 ext. 2321. You will then receive your 
email invitation to join the program via ZOOM.

ONGOING EVENTS

Taxi Rides - Do you need a ride? The COA has 
a program just for you. Taxi Rides for Somerville 
Residents 60 and Over Rides can be used for: 
Grocery Shopping in Somerville Pharmacy Pre-
scription pick up in Somerville, Routine Medical 
Appointments in the follow areas: Somerville, 
Cambridge, Medford, Boston or the V.A. in Ja-
maica Plain or West Roxbury. Two Days Advanced 
Notice Required. For more info, please call Connie 
Lorenti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Friendly Caller Program - Looking for a way to 
practice social distancing but still remain con-
nected to other people? Look no further than 
the Somerville Council on Aging's Friendly Phone 
Caller program. We have many wonderful volun-
teers who are waiting to give you a call. Whether 
you are looking to make a new friend or would 
just like a friendly chat to look forward to every 
week, this program has you covered. Call Natasha 
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn more about 
the program and to sign up.

EXERCISE

FIT-4-LIFE SCHEDULE

Mondays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

Thursdays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise 

Thursdays 6:30 p.m. = LBT Fit-4-Life Zoom 
Exercise

Fit-4-Life YouTube

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video # 1: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=4hd26HjpwBI&t=68s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #2: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=QwHfyoEZaws&t=247s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=FcI2eBSS024&t=158s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #4: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7EDtaIdYSz0

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #5: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AAnwfwGybTI

OUTDOOR EXERCISE PROGRAM

Mondays at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.

OUTDOOR WALKING GROUP

Fridays at 9:30 a.m.

Somerville City Cable

RCN = 13/Comcast = 22

The Fit-4-Life Exercise Show = Daily at 11:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m.

Yoga YouTube

Yoga with Janine video #1: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=vDGF_EEbqF0&t=130s

Yoga with Janine video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6Zezcj9XXBU

For questions or to register for a Fit-4-Life 
Zoom exercise class, please contact Chris at 
CKowaleski@somervillema.gov or call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2315.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page - often up-
dated by Debby or Maureen.  Informative, enter-
taining, lots of photos and updates. Visit our page 
at  https://www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our 
monthly newsletter and daily tips please contact 
Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or 
email Maureen at MBastardi@Somervillema.gov.

If you would like to become part of our Google 
Group please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at DHiggins@
Somervillema.gov
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled-it doesn't matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 844-813-0213

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! 
Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free Consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Beautiful room in a reno-
vated apartment with pri-
vate entrance near Gilman 
Square in Somerville. $800 
includes Heat. Call Oscar at 
781 526 8363

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for 
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC 
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If 
you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the per-
fect brace at little to no 
cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. Only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-
917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 
procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on diabetic 
supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin pumps, 
catheters & more! To learn 
more, call now! 877-810-
0063

HELP WANTED

Ab Ovo North America, Inc. 
seeks Operations Research 
Analyst/Business Consul-
tant in Somerville, MA. 
Solve planning puzzles in 
the logistics /supply chain 
arena. Must Possess Quin-
tiq Business consultant cer-
tification and act as QA BC. 
Must be willing to travel 
to unanticipated sites and/
or relocate. Can work from 
home. Multiple openings. 
TO APPLY, please send an 
email to HRNA@ab-ovo.
com with your resume and 
a cover letter on why you 
are a suitable candidate.

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
674-1423

DEALING WITH WATER 
DAMAGE requires imme-
diate action. Local pro-
fessionals that respond 
immediately. Nationwide 
and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100. Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-833-800-0411

DISH TV - $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 7/21/21. Call 
1-877-925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call Today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift 
card, terms apply. 1-855-
703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call 1-855-
380-5976 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

STAY IN YOUR HOME 
longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-866-945-3783 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/
pennysaver

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage sys-
tem. Save money, reduce 
reliance on grid, prepare 
for outages & power your 
home. Full installation 
services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no 
obligation quote. 1-855-270-
3785

GENERAC Standby Gen-

erators provide backup 
power during power outag-
es, so your home & family 
stay safe & comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-yr 
extended warranty $695 
value! Request a free quote 
today! Call for terms & 
conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. 
No contract/commitment. 
1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-
833-872-2545

New authors wanted! 
Page Publishing will help 
self-publish your book. 
Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
1 TB of data/mo. Ask how 
to bundle & SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. 
1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 855-761-1725

Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a De-
gree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training 
available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, 
call 888-449-1713

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don't 
wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 866-409-0308

Never pay for covered 
home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
covers all major systems 
& appliances. 30-day risk 
free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Update your home with 
beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home esti-
mates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Free consultation: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our spe-
cials!

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO 
80201

__________________________

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased 
the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of 
their service or product 
is advised by this publi-
cation. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed 
to help their clients estab-
lish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance 
should you send any 
money in advance or give 
the client your checking, 
license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guar-
antee loans regardless 
of credit and note that if 
a credit repair company 
does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

event included cotton candy. 
“There will be barbe à papa from 
‘le petit pouf ’ available for pur-
chase, featuring her artisanal 
cotton candy in French-inspired 
flavors such as Champagne spar-
kle, lavender, and salted caramel.”

The festival was held at 
Bow Market for the first time 
in 2019. However, due to 
COVID, the 2020 celebration 

was canceled, so this is only its 
second occurrence.

“So we did a party in 2019, 
and we had everybody pre-order 
picnics that came in tote bags so 
we thought of doing it last year 
as a take-home bag instead of a 
party, but we decided not to, so 
we didn't do anything last year,” 
Whisnant said.

Regardless of the gap year be-

tween 2019 and 2021, the Bas-
tille Day celebration saw great 
success in its attendance as a 
whole. According to Whisnant, 
“It was a big success, it was so 
fun, so many people came.”

Whisnant also said that Bas-
tille Day at Bow Market will be 
held again in 2022. “It was such 
a great party and I'm sure we will 
throw it again next year,” she said.

Bastille Day at Bow Market   CONT. FROM PG 1
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder
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edited by Doug Holder

Lovers in the Free Fall
Leapfrog Press, Freedonia, NY, 2020

Review by Karen Klein

They don’t call Elizabeth McKim, aka e/liz, the 
Jazz Poet of Lynn for nothing. The 3 R’s she so 
skillfully employs aren’t the "reading, ‘riting, and 
‘rithmatic" we learned in grade school. Hers are 
rhyme, repetition, rhythm. Listen to them as in 
HEY DANGER, she insouciantly calls “Come on 
in/We’re waitin’ for this dance to begin….” repeat-
ing her invitation

“So come on in darlin’
And rev up my engine
Some call it poetry
Some call it legend”

It’s poetry, the vernacular diction of "rev" mixed 
with the unexpected formality of "legend" with its 
slant rhyme "engine." The show down is soon is a 
dance of her embodied voice, urgent and strong, as 
she rollicks

The hour is late
The music is blue
The rhythm is fate

The deceptive simplicity of the short lines lets 
the craft in her repetition and rhyme, the music 
in her assonance seduce us and our bodies move 
with hers because in her jazz poetry the insistent 
"rhythm is fate."

McKim is fascinated with the way words fit to-
gether, hide inside each other, create sound varia-
tions and echoes. Consider just this section of the 
poem MOTION/COMMOTION

I like to mosey
You like to mill

You like to rumble
I like to spill

I like to gallivant
You like to gamble

I like to sally forth
You like to ramble

Her use of words like "mosey," "gallivant," "sally 
forth" gives the poem an old-fashioned ambience. 
The back and forth of "You" and "I’" has a playful, 
rocking rhythm. Triplets like "rumble," "gamble," 
"ramble" change only one vowel or one initial con-
sonant out of three; again, word play. But the prize 
goes to "sally" hiding in "gallivant."

The book’s title, Lovers in the Free Fall, indicates 
two large, interconnected areas. The Free Fall could 
be everywhere we are, where we roam, boundless, 
unexpected happenings, destinations, endless 
possibilities. Many of McKim’s poems are about 
movement with images of roads, highways, cars, 
trains, freeways, their subject matter less playful, 
their lines longer, their shape sometimes formal 
as in the sestina REFUGEES. These poems about 
migrants, refugees, point to desperate situations 

and, no matter when initially written, are relevant 
to current issues. Some of the wanderers are per-
sons from McKim’s life experience, like Dave who 
wants to get out of cold, wintry Lynn and head 
for Flagstaff. But then Odysseus, as seen by his 
long-suffering wife Penelope who sings the blues, 
shows up, as do other mythic characters whose 
travels land them in places they didn’t want to be--
Icarus, Persephone.

McKim presents dire situations and does not 
shrink from misery’s truth. While honest about 
suffering, fear, loss, unfulfilled longings, her man-
tra, as presented in her DEDICATION, is "No 
despair/no despair/ no despair." Human misery 
neither obliterates nor dominates her acceptance 
of life’s yo-yo fullness. She’s one of the lovers in 
the free fall; like them she has "slapped down and 
wised up/Wised up slapped slapped down."

Like her wanderers, her range is wide, not only in 
subject matter, but also in her poetic craft. From 
the oral tradition, she chants, sings a ballad; from 
European formal patterns, creates a sestina; from 
her own musicality performs jazz. Consider the 
pulse, lineation, eccentric word choice of the open-
ing lines of CALL

You can call me cormorant
And I will call you stranger
You can call me consonant
And I will call you danger

Contrast it with the shaped arc, the deliberately 
irregular length and placement of lines on the page, 
the imagery drawn consistently and narratively 
from nature in her contemporary lyric STAND 
STILL

Coming to a stand-
still
a heron
situated
and observant
follows
lost light
into land’s end
translates autumn air
into silence
stands

My friend, the poet Julia Kanno, wrote this 
poem for my wife Dianne Robitaille. Dianne is 
at our home and is receiving hospice care. Julia 
is one of Dianne's great caregivers. Julia writes: 
I am the mother of two amazing young men 
ages 27 and 17. I am from Appalachia and Bo-
tswana. I am an artist and also work in health-
care. I have self-published with my co-pilot 
levin pfeuffer two books of prose a storm is 
cuming and The hardest helmut. My first reading was done at Northeastern 
University and since then I have read at the Somerville Armory two times. 
I consider myself an introverted artist/writer. I give birth to my works in-
cluding those that have been displayed at the Decordova Museum as well 
as Howard University and local gems such as The Middle East and Out 
of the Blue gallery. I will be published in Tell magazine featuring my tex-
tiles and art in the spring. Currently, I am studying behavioral science and 
psychology because there is a need for more people of color to be there for 
people of color to help end the stigma of seeking mental health.

SHE
Has Cancer

Good morning
My alabaster queen
Your smile
Gives me ignition for life
I wash you gentle
Like a newborn
Checking every fold and crevice
And i brush your perfect teeth
And gums
And tongue
You make me laugh,
From the gut
Even with slurred speech
From this fucker called cancer
I wish i had an answer
For this catatonic disaster.
When you speak
Your hands dance in the air
I am thrilled you grew back your hair.
You speak of how you hate winter
And how you adore your man
Sometimes we sit in silence
With only the sound of a dusty fan.
I wonder who you were before
The beast got inside
When i said i was not said
I am a fake and I lied
Cleaning your waste
Is an honor
I wish you could see the rain
You have aged me
I want to absorb your pain. 
You have taught me 
And i am willing to learn
After your loss
Forever I will yearn

— Julia Kanno

'the whole, lovely, kit n’caboodle'
A review of Elizabeth Gordon McKim's

'Lovers in the Free Fall'

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Continued on page 15
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poised
while

wanton and wild

golden rod suddenly nods
harbor seals
disappear and dip

gulls
veer
sails
billow

tossed in the hollow

heron
in the shallows
holds
onto
a one legged

stand still

The dancerly movement on the page is McKim’s trans-
fer of motion from the rhythm of sound to pictorially 
shaped image. We can feel the heron’s leg as a rod hold-
ing the center of the poem from top to bottom. Her title 
might be a private pun, a tease to her jazz poems, or her 
need to do that.

As the poet is in the free fall with all of us, so she is 
also one of the lovers. She speaks most often "in the nu-
minous luminous name of love." Sometimes she speaks 
from "these blazing discs of memory" of her parents, her 
sisters, of those gone from life, but never from her mem-
ory, and of those still in her life and precious.

Some of her love poems present an intensity of inti-
macy, her language simple, direct and so strong we can 
feel it in our own bodies. From "the cusp/ of loving" in 
WATCH

I watch you
from up-
side/ the head
from water-
bed, ……………..
………………….
from when you look at me

from when I look at you
from LETTER
I want to know the sound of your steps
In the city where you survive
I want to know how you breathe

from WHEN WE LOVE
We love strongly
We come as guests
And we don’t know when to leave

and, finally, from the beginning and the ending of IF I ASK

If I ask you to come home
Will you? ………………
………………….I will go
Anywhere you are going.

Wherever you go, take Lovers in the Free Fall with you.
____________________________________________

Karen Klein: poet/dancer, founder of teXtmoVes poetry/
dance collaborative, former member Prometheus Dance 
Elders Ensemble, retired faculty English, Humanities. 
Women’s Studies. Brandeis University.

'the whole, lovely, kit n’caboodle'   CONT. FROM PG 14

Somerville Arts Council brings us: Yart Sale
Did your children make tons of macaroni artwork during quarantine? Did you find the 
post card collections from your great, great, great grandparents in your basement? Or 
are you an artist making lots of artwork and need to sell or exhibit? Bring your quaran-
tine artwork outdoors.

Yart Sale is an opportunity for you to showcase or sell from the comfort of your yards, 
driveways and porch. Think of a yard sale but with ART.

How does Yart Sale work?
You must upload your information to this google form in order to be included (Be 
mindful: Respondents will be required to sign into their Google Drive account). SAC 
will then create a google map and the information you submit here will be used to add 
“pins” to a map. The map will show which yards are participating in Yart Sale. The map 
will be released and accessible by Friday, August 13. When the map becomes public, 
everyone will be able to follow their GPS to find the different participating yards.

Note - Time will vary on city location:
Our zones and time periods are: West of Willow Ave is “west” and will occur b/w 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.; the area between Willow Ave. and Central St is Central zone and 
will occur b/w 2:00 to 4:00 p.m; and the area east of Central St is the East zone and will occur from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Yart Sale will take place on Saturday, August 14, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., rain date August 15 (check your zone).

To apply please complete the Google Form application here. Deadline to sign up: Sunday, August 8.

Examples of things that can be displayed:

• Any art medium (paintings, photography, collage, projections, ceramics)
• Handmade objects ( jewelry, pottery, quilts, knitted items)
• Family Artwork
• Collectible items: coins, postcards, baseball cards, instruments, magnets
• Plants
• Musician / band merch items- T-shirts, CDs (NO live performances!)
• Art Tools, supplies, Art Books

Conditions: No sidewalks should be blocked; no tables or artwork can be set up on the street. Everything needs to remain on your private property. No live music, let’s 
save that enthusiasm for PorchFest. No food or pastries for sale.

Questions? Contact: iaritza menjivar – imenjivar(at)somervillema.gov.

Celebration of Immigrant Communities
The SomerViva Office of Immigrant Affairs and the Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Co-
alition (MIRA) will be hosting an event to celebrate and recognize the contributions of immigrants in our 
community on Friday, July 23, from 4 to 6 p.m., at the East Somerville Community School, 50 Cross Street. 
There will be a special focus on the ways in which immigrant workers and families have played a vital role on 
the front lines throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and recovery process.

Friday, July 23, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. East Somerville Community School, 50 Cross St., Somerville.

This free event will feature music, ice cream, and community speakers. To RSVP, please visit https://bit.ly/
svillecelebration723.
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010


