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that reflects city’s most urgent needs

By Maile Blume

Somerville residents highlighted three main con-

cerns this budget season: the urgent reconstruction

of Winter Hill Community Innovation School, af-
fordable housing, and an alternative emergency re-
sponse for community members experiencing men-

tal health crises.

A majority of the speakers at the Budget Public
Hearing on June 5 were parents or educators, who
raised concerns about the urgent need for Winter
Hill Community Innovation School to be recon-
structed to provide a safe learning environment for
students who are currently displaced due to concrete
falling in the building on June 2.

Winter Hill Community Innovation School Educa-

The urgent reconstruction of the Winter Hill Community Innovation School was the top concern men-

tioned at the Budget Public Hearing on June 5. — Photo by Maile Blume  tor Kristin Stier said, “By allowing Continued on page 4

Davis Square Farmers Market
back for another season

By Beatriz Leite

The Annual Davis Square Farmers Market is offi-
cially active. Every Wednesday until November 22,
the population of Somerville will have the opportu-
nity to meet local vendors and sample the variety of
products they offer. The market happens at 44 Day
Street, from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.

The Davis Square Farmers Market is managed

by Mass Farmers Markets, a non-profit organiza-
tion that works to enhance farmers markets and
support locally grown food for over forty years.
The organization manages markets in Boston and
Cambridge, such as the Copley Market and the
Central Square Market.

The Davis Square Formers Market will be offering locally grown food every Wednesday through
Continued on page 4 November 22, — Photos by Beatriz Leite
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

Want to know what cuts are being made to Somerville’s budget?
Tune in tonight at 6:00 p.m. for the FY24 Budget Hearing: Cut
Night and then tune in Thursday night at 6:00 p.m. for the FY24
Budget Final Vote and Year-End Transfers. You can view both
meetings live and find meeting materials at the following link:
https://somervillema.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.
kEhkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkhkhhkkhhkrhkhkkhkkk
Enjoy free outdoor movies, popcorn, candy, and fun at The
Block at Boynton Yards, all summer long. Friday Flicks Outdoor
Movie Nights at Boynton Yards will start at 7:00 p.m. with yard
games and fun, followed by candy, popcorn, and movies once the
sun sets. Bring a blanket and get ready for a fun-filled evening, June
23: Guardians of the Galaxy, July 14: Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles, August 11: Raiders of the Lost Ark and September 15: The
Little Mermaid (1995 version). Boynton Yards, 110 South Street.
kEhkkkkkkkkkhkkhkhkkhkkhhkrkhkkhkkk

Celebrating their birthdays this week: We wish a very happy birth-
day to a great person and longtime resident of Somerville, Paula
LeBlanc. We wish her the very best. Happy birthday to a good
guy, Jonathan Buck, who celebrates this week. We wish all of our
Facebook friends, such as Gail Chambers, Chris Marshall, Kathi
Mullins, Terra Yan, Kenneth Lonergan, Marie Kearns Hugo
A Volpe, John O'Rourke, Mark Anthony Anderson and Diane
Dee-Dee Smith a happy birthday. We hope everyone has a great
day. To all the others we may have missed, we  Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of June 21— June 27 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION  HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday Partly Cloudy 70°/56° 7% 3% E 10 mph
June 21

Thursday Partly Cloudy 75°/60° 19% 12% SE 9 mph
June 22

Friday Cloudy 81°/68° 23% 16%  S11mph
June 23

Saturday Thunderstorms 82°/69° 35% 19% SW 12 mph
June 24

Sunday Thunderstorms 77°/63° 56% 44% SE 11 mph
June 25

Monday Thunderstorms ~ 72°/63° 55% 41% NE 13 mph
June 26

Tuesday  rhinderstorms  73°/64° 54% 39%  ESE11mph
June 27

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Winter Hill Community Innovation School -
Can Its Reconstruction Planning be Accelerated?

Tim K. says:

Thank God a child or teacher wasn't on the stairwell, they could have been seriously injured— or

worse. Still waiting for less talk and more action from this administration.

Response to: Lyrical Somerville — June 14

Bridget Seley Galway says:

Wonderful poem of human layers

Response to: Public Hearing on further development near
Encore Boston Harbor

slaw says:

They should really be required to build the bridge to assembly before building a bridge to a parking
lot. The former enables transit access and car free regional connections far beyond the casino while

the latter surrenders broadway as a pedestrian free area and encourages more people to drive.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

Follow us on Twitter
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by Jimmy Del Ponte

Roll out the (root beer) barrel

(Originally published
on August 16, 2014)

I don't know about
everyone, but a lot
of people, including

myself, have artifacts

or mementos from a
place they once worked in or frequented.
I have a book of matches from BoBo’s
Chinese Restaurant that used to be in
Ball Square. When WR Grace (Dewey
and Almy) on Alewife Brook Parkway
tore down the buildings that housed the
boiler room that my dad worked in for 38
years, he kept two of his favorite steam
gauges. Those really neat looking gauges
are still in my cellar.

I have a plastic hatcheck from the
Jumbo Lounge formerly in Teele Square.
Two of the original booths from The
Coronet restaurant and lounge (last
week’s story) were on the front porch of
the house across the street for over 25
years. They finally succumbed to weath-
er and old age.

Here are some other items friends
told me they have: A beer mug from The
Blarney Stone Pub that was beneath The
Woodbridge Hotel. The booking cal-
endar from Jasper’s Music Club (which
went on to become Choices). I certain-
ly do not advocate thievery in any way
shape or form, but a fellow I know has
had a pair of bowling shoes and a bowl-
ing bowl from an alley in the Ville for the
past 37 years. A young lady I know has a
neon Budweiser sign from Deco’s Lounge
that used to be in Ball Square (it was giv-
en to her by the owners when it closed). I
saw a photo of a shoehorn with the Zayre
Department Store logo on it. A wise guy
pal of mine says one of the souvenirs
from the places he hung around in Davis
Square was his beer belly.

Lets go back to the 60s when my
friends’ family owned The Coronet, which
is now Redbones. My pal Danny (Dapper
Dan Kallis) worked at the bar and every-
day he would go over to WT Grants five
and dime, also in Davis Square, to get
himself a frosty mug of Hires Root Beer

J VOLUNTEERS [ 5;
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FOR A STUDY

ON MEMORY

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IF YOU:

- are age 60 to 85,

- are right-handed,

- speak English,

- do not have metal in your body,

- did not undergo cataract surgery.

THIS RESEARCH STUDY INVOLVES:
Up to 15 visits to the MGH-Charlestown (Boston) Research Center

over 6 months.

Evaluations including memory tests, blood draws and brain scans.

YOU WILL RECEIVE:

Up to $1,100 for total study ($50-$100 paid per visit).
Dedicated relationships with research doctors and study team members.

——

For more information, please call or email the study staff at

617-724-9593 or wallestudy@mgh.harvard.edu

All information is kept completely confidential

for 15 cents. (Hires had a plant right here
in Somerville for years.) The huge barrel
standing about four feet high, full of deli-
cious root beer sat on the counter hooked
up to a compressor to run the two taps. It
was a refreshing tradition that my friend
looked forward to everyday.

When Grant’s was about to close its
doors for good, it seems the manager of
Grants had accumulated a bar tab at The
Coronet of about twenty-five bucks. Dan-
ny made a deal with the manager to take
the root beer barrel in exchange for the bar
tab. That huge root beer barrel has been in
Dan’s house all these years. He says he is
going to get it working again someday, but
even if he doesn't, it's a pretty cool thing to
have anyway.

It's great to have things that remind of
us of days gone by. They are kind of like a
song that we hear that takes us back to a
certain era in our lives. It's funny how you
can merely glance at one of these old items
and immediately feel warm inside.

There’s really not too much of the old
Davis Square left, aside from Johnny D’s

and The Rosebud but one thing that's still
there that brings me back is the big old
clock that’s just past Mikes Restaurant. If
you want one more visual blast from the
past, go check out the sign above Crowley’s
Liquors in Ball Square. It will probably
make you want a delicious Todi’s sub to go
along with a nice frosty Hires root beer!

12%
APY*

8 MONTHS**

may reduce earnings.

**5 Month CDs will roll over to a 6 month term at maturity.

Federally Insured by NCUA - Member MSIC

Maximize your savings with a hot CD special. The best part? Your funds are
safe, secure and 100% insured. Our member’s deposits are insured up to
$250,000 by the NCUA, plus excess funds are insured by MSIC.

VISIT A BRANCH TO OPEN YOUR CD TODAY!

*APY: Annual Percentage Yield effective as of 06/15/23. Minimum
balance to earmn APY is $1,000. Minimum opening balance of
$1,000. Early withdrawal penalties may be imposed. This CD
special is eligible for accounts opened with NEW MONEY only.
The Annual Percentage Yield assumes principal and interest
would remain on deposit for the full term. A withdrawal and/or fees

NAVEODO

CREDIT UNION
naveo.org

251 Hampshire Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

493 Somerville Avenue
Somerville, MA 02143




4 JUNE 21, 2023

The SomervilleTimes

Community members advocate for budget that reflects city’s most
urgent needs conr romec

allowing the status quo we are in-
evitably telling our students that
safety and their right to an educa-
tion are not valued, and our high-
est needs students who don't have
a choice to go to other buildings
that this is what they deserve. We
constantly ask our students to
meet our high expectations and
it’s time that the adults in their
lives meet theirs.”

Director of Community Ort-
ganizing at Community Action
Agency of Somerville (CAAS)
Nicole Eigbrett also joined com-
munity members in urging the
mayor and members of City
Council to make affordable hous-
ing a top budget priority. CAAS
is an organization whose mission
is to help “local families and indi-
viduals achieve financial security
while working to eliminate the
root causes of economic injustice.”

Eigbrett said, “The lack of af-
fordable housing is the top barri-
er faced by the tens of thousands
of low-income residents who live
in Somerville, and this past year
between January and May, our
agency distributed more than
$691,000 of direct assistance for
housing and utilities, averaging
more than $115,000 per month,
which makes sure 91 house-

holds can remain living in the
city. Despite this aid, CAAS still
has a waitlist of 89 households
each month, and the Somerville
Homeless Coalition has a waitlist
of nearly 100 households.”

In the mayor’s current pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2024,
$1,413,992 has been allocated
to maintaining housing stability
for Somerville residents, while
$12,537,633 has been allocated
to maintaining city buildings, in-
cluding schools. In comparison,
Somerville’s Police Department
has been allocated $17,742,882.

The City Council had included
the reallocation of funds towards
an alternative emergency re-
sponse that is unarmed and sepa-
rate from the Police Department
in its budget recommendation
to the mayor last year. However,
funding for an alternative emer-
gency response was not included
in the mayor’s proposed budget
for fiscal year 2024.

During the most recent budget
hearing on June 15 for Fire, Fire
Alarm, Emergency Management,
Police, Animal Control, and
E-911, the Police Department
gave a presentation about their
plans for the use of their funds,
including adding two new clini-

cians to the Community Out-
reach, Help, and Recovery group
(COHR).

The COHR group was creat-
ed within the Police Department
to respond to behavioral health
calls, despite the recommenda-
tion by the City Council that the
city develop an alternative emer-
gency response outside of the Po-
lice Department.

Chief of Police Charles Fem-
ino addressed the City Council
saying “I'd like you to keep in
mind when you deliberate your
vote on cut night, whether to ac-
cept this budget or not, the rising
crime trends that we're seeing in
the city over the past two years, as
well as the continued growth in
the city. These factors, when you
think about them, will increase
the city’s transient and residential
population and in turn increase
demand on police services.”

Members of Defund Somer-
ville Police Department, a local
group whose mission is “to build
collective power around a vision
of abolition, and harness that
power to defund and ultimately
abolish police and prisons,” were
also in attendance at the June 15
hearing.

Defund

In an interview,

The Somerville City Council will vote on cuts to the proposed budget for fiscal year

2024 this evening, Thursday, June 21.

Somerville Police Department
member Meg Di Maggio said, “I
think a lot of times folks always
think about defund in terms of
taking money away. But it's not
just about defunding. It's also
about refunding, and where can
that money go instead? Where
are there areas of need in our city
and folks that could really use
that help and assistance?”

Kevin Foster, another mem-
ber of Defund Somerville Police
Department added to the topic
of an alternative emergency re-
sponse, ‘I think every day there’s
a risk of someone being seriously

— Photo by Bobbie Toner

injured or killed by the police be-
cause of 2911 call, even if it’s well
intentioned. And to me that is
unacceptable and it’s only a mat-
ter of time. And so, I really think
having these systems in place re-
ally helps limit those possibilities
from happening.”

The City Council will vote on
cuts to the proposed 2024 bud-
get on Wednesday, June 21, at
7:30 p.m. The final vote on the
budget will take place the fol-
lowing night, Thursday, June 22.
The link to the Zoom meeting is
posted on the City of Somerville
legislative calendar website.

Davis Square Farmers Market back for another season cowr tromea:

Sanpietro and P] Daniels high-
light how amazing it is to be part
of the Davis Square community,
always partnering up with local
businesses to benefit the custom-
ers and the shops.

“It is at the heart of Davis
Square, and we created a loyalty
card for the customers to benefit
from the local business around,”
Daniels said.

This event opens an opportu-
nity for local businesses to thrive
and prosper, with new customers
looking for organic, natural, and
fresh produce and innovative
ideas brought to the city by the
vendors.

Ellen Clark, from Sherman &
Cherie's Beezy Bees, emphasizes
how important it is to support
local businesses, not only for
the sake of the economy but for

quality and health. “If you want
honey, get it from your local bee-
keeper in a 100-mile radius. That
is pure honey,” Clark explained,
mentioning how industrialized

honey is not pure.

"It is at the
heart of

Davis Square..."

In the Davis Square Farm-
ers Market, shoppers can find
produce, baked goods, bever-
ages, and various other special-
ties. Along with live music every
week. Not all vendors are at the
market every week. Some will be
present biweekly, others monthly,

and others later in the season. On
the market website, interested
customers can check the vendor's
availability and their HIP-ap-
proved, and SNAP Match-ap-
proved status.

Lee Picard, the only employee
at the Table Farm, from Hard-
wick, showed the four types of
cheeses produced in the founders’
farm with raw cow milk. Leah
Beckett from Herd Supply Co.
presented her sheep-made prod-
ucts, from body lotion to wool,
highlighting the importance of
locally sourced products.

SNAP (Supplemental Nu-

trition  Assistance  Program)
shoppers are valued in the Da-
vis Square Farmers Market. The
market offers a dollar-for-dol-

lar SNAP match of up to $15
per market. SNAP users can

earn additional benefits through

the healthy incentives program
(HIP) at the market. By spend-
ing $40-$80 per month (depend-
ing on household size) on fruits
and vegetables at participating
vendors the money will be put

back into their EBT card.

This annual market contin-
ues to serve as an economic op-
portunity for all Greater Boston
and Massachusetts vendors and
allows more community connec-

tion in Davis Square, Somerville.
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Somerville Kiwanis Club Bike Safety Day distributes bike helmets to children

On Sunday, June 11, members of the Kiwanis Club of Somerville participated in the East Somerville Main
Streets, Carnival celebration.

Nine Somerville Kiwanis members assisted by another six family and friends distributed nearly 250 bicycle

helmets to children at the event.

The helmets were donated by the law firm of Breakstone, White and Gluck as part of Project Kid Safe, an initia-
tive that was begun by them in 2013. Since the start of Project Kid Safe, they have donated more than 30,000
helmets to various organizations, including the Kiwanis Club of Somerville.

Club members not only distributed the helmets, but with some assistance from a local bicycle riding expert, the
helmets were properly fitted and adjusted to many of the children.

Past President David Blumsack has been the chairman of the Bicycle Safety Day program for more than ten
years and this has been one of our most successful community events each year. Other members participating
included Immediate Past President Mernaysa Rivera-Bujosa, Distinguished Past President Susan Callahan,
Distinguished Past Secretary Bob Nissenbaum, President-elect Dawn Austin, members Eugene Brune, Tom
Austin, Adam Portney, Steve Catizone and Steve Coughlin.

Special thanks to Jan Marie of Cyclepolitan for training our members to propetly fit and adjust each helmet.
Also, thank you to the other family members who volunteered to assist this event.

For more information about the Kiwanis Club of Somerville, or to become a member, please visit our website,
www.somervillekiwanis.org or like us on Facebook, Kiwanis Club of Somerville.

T

Don’t Miss Out

HEALTH WELLNESS &
HEALING FORUM

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Free and Open to Public

Events Held Across The RCC Campus!

This two-day forum gives our community an opportunity to heal, prioritize
wellness, and get moving! Featuring panel discussions, town hall forums, athletic

SAVE THE DATE!

More details coming soon - including the full schedule for the Day of Play on

September 30, from 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm.

@ji%@ Visit and bookmark

~ERCCET  WWW.rcc.mass.edu/hwh
gl MR
@iiis; to learn more.

events, and more, friends and supporters of all ages are invited to attend.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

RESPECTING OUR HERITAGE. CULTIVATING LEADERS.

OXBURY I

CREATING CHANGE.
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Volume 48 - Report No. 24 ¢ June 12-16, 2023  Copyright © 2023 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call
records local senators” votes on roll calls from the week
of June 12-16. There were no roll calls in the House last

week.

SENATE APPROVES $590 MILLION TAX RE-
DUCTION PACKAGE (S 2397)

Senate 39-0, approved a package that provides $590 mil-
lion in tax relief. The House has already approved its own
tax reduction package and a House-Senate conference

committee will hammer out a compromise version.

Key provisions of the Senate package include raising the
Earned Income Tax Credit from 30 percent of the federal
credit to 40 percent of the federal credit; raising the cap
on the rental deduction from $3,000 to $4,000;increasing
from $1 million to $2 million the value of a person’s estate
that is exempt from the the state’s estate/death tax that
a person is required to pay following their death before
distribution to any beneficiary; increasing from $1,200
to $2,400 the maximum senior circuit breaker credit; in-
creasing the statewide cap for the Dairy Tax credit from
$6 million to $8 million; and doubling the credit for lead
paint abatement to $3,000 for full abatement and $1,000
for partial abatement.

The package also provides that student loan payment as-
sistance offered by employers will not be treated as a tax-
able salary and gives cities and towns the option to adopt
alocal property tax exemption for real estate that is rented

to a person below a certain area-dependent income level.

“As T have said from the outset, tax relief should go to the
workers, families and elderly residents of the common-
wealth who need it most,” said Senate President Karen
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Massachusetts doesn't need just
any tax relief, we need permanent, progressive, smart and
sustainable tax relief. Too many families have been caught
between the rising costs of healthcare, housing, education
and basic goods.”

“Consistent with the views of the Senate membership,
our Senate tax package is forward-looking, fiscally sus-
tainable, comprehensive and progressive,” said Sen. Mike
Rodrigues (D-Westport), chair of the Senate Ways and
Means Committee. “It puts money back into the pockets
of our residents, providing permanent tax cuts for low-in-
come workers, families, renters, seniors and persons with
disabilities, while focusing on the largest issue that is un-
dercutting our commonwealth’s overall competitiveness —
which is the affordability and availability of housing.”

"Working families aren’t leaving the commonwealth be-
cause of taxes on day-traders,’ said Sen. Susan Moran
(D-Falmouth), Senate chair of the Committee on Reve-
nue. "They are leaving because they can't find housing they

can afford. This package aimed at growing housing will
also grow our workforce and the commonwealth’s com-
petitiveness.’

(A“Yes" vote is for the $590 million tax reduction package.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

25 PERCENT MUST BE AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING (S 2397)

Senate 9-30, rejected an amendment to a section of the
bill that funds the Housing Development Incentive Pro-
gram (HDIP). The amendment would require that HDIP
projects must make 25 percent of their units affordable.

HDIP, according to its state website, "provides Gateway
Cities with a tool to develop market rate housing while in-
creasing residential growth, expanding diversity of hous-
ing stock, supporting economic development and promot-

ing neighborhood stabilization in designated areas.”

“This amendment ensures that HDIP leads to construc-
tion of units for everyone,” said amendment sponsor Sen.
Jamie Eldridge (D-Acton). “It ensures that HDIP is not
exclusively used for high-rent luxury apartments. And this
is not a theoretical concern. An excellent report from the
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute explains that [while]
HDIP is titled a market rate credit, the rents usually ex-
ceed prevailing rents and prices, some by 50 percent to 70
percent with no limit on future increases. Rents in many
HDIP subsidized developments are excessively high cost
as described in current apartment advertisements.”’

“The HDIP program is the primary tool for Gateway
Cities to expand housing stock, revitalize downtowns
and attract and retain a middle class in cities where low
rents do not support new housing development projects,”
said Sen. John Cronin (D-Fitchburg) who opposed the
amendment.“While affordability requirements may work
in some communities, forcing a one-size-fits-all require-
ment on others will diminish the program’s utility by dis-
incentivizing development—completely contrary to the
objective of the program. The Senate got this vote right.”

(A“Yes” vote is for the amendment requiring that 25 per-
cent of the units be affordable. A “No” vote is against the
amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
FILE TAXES JOINTLY (S 2387)
Senate 33-5, approved an amendment that would require

Massachusetts couples who file income tax returns jointly
at the federal level do the same at the state level.

Supporters said this amendment will close a loophole

that allows some married couples to file individually —
an action that could be used to minimize or avoid the
person’s state tax obligations under the newly approved
4 percent surtax which is in addition to the current flat
5 percent one, on taxpayers earnings of more than $1
million annually.

Opponents said if filers are forced to file jointly at the state
level, the 4 percent surtax will apply to many more filers
which is not what the voters approved on the November
2022 ballot question imposing the 4 percent surtax.

(A“Yes” vote is for the amendment requiring joint filing. A
“No” vote is against the amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
REDUCE SHORT TERM CAPITAL GAINS TAX
(S 2397)
Senate 5-32, rejected an amendment that would reduce

the short-term capital gains tax from 12 percent to 5

percent.

Amendment supporters said that there are 26 states
that currently tax short-term capital gains at a rate of 5
percent or lower, including all of our surrounding states.
They noted that both the House and the governor favor
the reduction. They asked why the capital gains tax or
any tax imposed should be charged at a higher rate than
earned income.

Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester), the sponsor of the
amendment, did not respond to repeated requests by
Beacon Hill Roll Call asking him to comment on his
amendment.

Amendment opponents said the state cannot afford the
$117 million loss in revenue that this tax cut would cost
this year. They argued the cut would do nothing to help
the costs of housing and living,

Senate Ways and Means Chair Sen. Mike Rodrigues
(D-Westport) did not respond to repeated requests by
Beacon Hill Roll Call asking him to comment on his op-
position to the amendment.

(A"Yes" vote is for the reduction to 5 percent. A “No” vote

is against the reduction.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

INCREASE ESTATE/DEATH TAX EXEMPTION

(S 2397)

Senate 5-33, rejected an amendment that would increase

from $1 million to $5 million the amount of money that

is exempt from the value of a person’s  Continued on page X
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lllustrated by Jim CIark

Summer’s here at last - everyone enjoy!

M
S/

Our View Of The Times

The summer solstice has arrived, and with
it the official start of summer.

What is more delicious to the young
mind than that savory and unrivaled treat,
summer vacation? A well-deserved reward
for all the hard work and irreplaceable
time invested in the previous school year.

As adults, we can look back fondly on
those golden days with a warm sense of
nostalgia and a longing to return to the

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

carefree days that linger now only in our
memories. And yet, we can live those times
again vicariously as we engage with the
present younger generation who will be
making its own special memories.

Parents need to take as much time as
they can to help make the summer break
special and meaningful for their kids.
Planning and taking a family vacation,
even a simple weekend camping trip, can

forge stronger bonds and create everlast-
ing memories that could never be bought
or traded with gadgets, games, or videos.
Simple day-to-day family activities are
valuable, too, in making vacation time a
rich and rewarding experience for all.
Likewise, we should encourage our
youngsters to seek out those activities, on
their own, that keep them engaged and
active. Whether it is sports, arts activities,

taking up a new hobby, or any number of
other options that kids are able to enjoy.
They should be made aware of how pre-
cious this time is and urged to make the
most of it,

It may be nearly impossible to convince
them of how important this is, but it is still
our duty to try to do so nonetheless. They
will, without question, thank us for it in
the years to come later.

sincerely wish them the very best of

birthdays.

Kickstart your summer and join the City
of Somerville Parks and Recreation De-
partment for the annual Family Fun Day
event on Saturday, June 24 (no rain date,
the event will be cancelled for inclement
weather), from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Trum
Field (541 Broadway). There will be fun
for kids of all ages including bounce hous-
es, face painting, cotton candy, games,
music, arts and crafts, and more. To learn

more, please visit somervillerec.com or
call 617-625-6600 ext. 2980.

KA A XK RAK KKK KA AKX KRk kkkkkkk

A big congratulations to lifelong resident
of Somerville, John Baino, nephew of
former Mayor Gene Brune, who is be-
ing inducted into the American Football
Association Hall of Fame in Ohio on

Friday, June 23.
AXXXXEEAE A A A AR A AR AR XA XXX KKK

For a sixth year, Union Square Main
Streets and local businesses (https://
www.unionsquaremain.org/good-food-
for-all) proudly present Good Food for
Al a week-long community campaign to
raise awareness and funds for the Union
Square Farmers Market’s local SNAP
match. Good Food For All: Sustaining
a more inclusive Farmers Market Union

Square (Somerville) takes place June 17
— June 24.

Join Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the
Somerville Arts Council for the Anni-
versary of 4th of July Fireworks with
live entertainment at Trum Field on
Thursday, June 29, rain date Friday, June
30. Festivities begin at 6:00 p.m., with
tunes by DJ Philip Tan. Come sing along
and dance with live music performance
by local funk band, Midnight Motion.
There will be food vendors like Nibble
Kitchen, Italian Wizard and can't for-
get the fried dough! Mayor Ballantyne
will countdown the beginning of the fire-

works at approximately at 9:15 p.m. To
ensure public safety and pedestrian access
to events, traffic and parking restrictions
will be in place, please visit the website
for details: https://somervilleartscouncil.
org/fireworks.
khkkkAkkhkkkhkkkhkkhhkhkhhkhkhhhhkx

The Somerville Toy Camera Festival
seeks entries for its 10th annual celebra-
tion of toy camera and lo-fi photography.
Images of any subject matter, made with a
“toy” camera — any low-tech camera with
no or very limited exposure control, such
as pinhole, Holga, Diana/Diana clones,
Brownie, Ansco, disposable cameras —

are eligible. The key Continued on page 23
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5 Cams

O

Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

(noun) A miscellaneous

B

lio

#878

1. Who wrote Flowers
in the Attic?

2. Who threw base-
ball’s last legal spit-
ball?

3. What candy bar is
named after a famous

baseball player?

4. What singer is
nicknamed "The
Chairman of the
Board"?

5. Which musical
group became famous
with the 1985 hit
song Take On Me?

6. Which U.S. pres-
ident appeared on
the cover of Cosmo-
politan?

7. Jacob Black is a
character in what Ste-
phenie Meyer book

series?

8. What state is

known as the “Badger
State”?

9. Which month of
the year is National
Ice Cream Month?

10. What song did
Paul McCartney write
for John Lennon’s son,
Julian?

11. Who is Barbie’s
little sister?

12. How many legs
does a lobster have?

Answers on page 10

-

A

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

The SomervilleTimes

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. There are 336 dimples on a regulation golf ball.

2. Al Capone’s business card said he was a used furniture dealer.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
INDEPENDENCE DAY

ACROSS

1. Kind of illusion

6. Perched

9. Island near Java

13. Old West pack animal
14. False statement

15. Opposite of atonal

16. Hailing from the East
17. Supply with weapons
18."___death do us part”
19. Frank

21. Popular celebratory get-together
23. Many, many years

24. Scott Hamilton's "court”
25. Gross National Product
28. Abundant

30. Bantoid language

35. Bakery unit

37. Cutlass maker

39. Two in eighteen

40. Milk's favorite cookie
41. Muslim ruler honorific
43. Hyperbolic sine

44, Iranian money, pl.

46. Nancy Sinatra’s boots
47. Fill to satisfaction

48. Certain Doodle

50. Argo's propellers

52. Feather glue

53. Give temporarily

55. Porridge grain

57. Roman firework

60. "The Star-Spangled
Banner”

63. Opposite of neo-

64. Glass margin

66. Continental money, pl.
68. Opposite of #17 Across
69. Go for the gold

70. "Silas Marner" author
71. Mexican money

72. Not yang

73. Down and out

DOWN

1. constrictor, anagram
2. Word on a door

3. Duet plus one

4. Angry

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

© StatePoint Media

5. Large California bird

6. Smelting waste

7. Stuff of inflation

8. Adagio and allegro, e.g.

9. German city on Rhine river

10. Con

11. Not of the cloth

12. Down with a bug

15, someone____ bed

20. Satirical publication, with The
22. Calligrapher's purchase

24, "From the ____ forest to the Gulf
Stream waters"

25.0ld

26. Waterwheel

27.Hymn of praise

29. Popular decoration
31."Rockin’ in the USA" band
32. Certain church member

33.Yiddish busybody

34. Theater guide

36. Kind of rock

38. Heroic tale

42.B on Mendeleev's table
45,"Where ___
word..."

49. Sushi restaurant staple

is heard a discouraging

51. Shiny cotton

54. High-strung

56. Car rack manufacturer
57. Charlie Chaplin's prop
58."Oh, my!"

59. Agrippina’s slayer

60. "T'l second that"

61. Great Lake

62. State of mind

63. One in a litter
65.King George
67. Farm structure”

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Next Wave graduation

The Next Wave Jr. High School Class of 2022-2023 graduation ceremony took place at SHS Highlander Forum on Wednesday, June 14. Nine students received their

diplomas while proud friends and family members witnessed and took part in the celebration.

HHllunnnnlluuuu

Andrew Singleton

Bobytou Grandoit
Brandon Hill

Delilah Lancaster

— Photos by Claudia Ferro

Next Wave
Class of 202:
Evelio Loper
Gianna Tavares
Terry Nherisson
lianah Louis
Xavier Santiago-Norwood

Dorothy/s Comer

Cod Puttanesca
This is a quick and easy dish whether

for a weeknight meal, or a nice meal
to serve dinner guests. The traditional
recipe was invented in Naples, Italy,
possibly around the mid 20th centu-
ry, but possibly earlier. The story told
to me was, the women of the evening
made this dish between clients be-
cause it was quick to prepare. And

that it is!

2 Tablespoons Extra Virgin Olive Oil
2 Anchovies or 1-1/2 Teaspoons An-

chovy Paste
1/4 - 1/2 Teaspoon red Pepper Flakes

2 Garlic Cloves, Sliced

1-280z Can Diced Tomatoes

3 Tablespoons Capers, Drained

1/2 Cup Sliced Kalamata Olives
1-120z Jar Artichoke Hearts, Drained
and Halved

2 Tablespoons Fresh Parsley, Garnish

4 - 6-80z Cod Fillets
12 oz Spaghetti, Linguine, Or Bucatini

Preheat oven to 400°. Bring a 6-quart
pot of water to a boil. In a 12”-14" skil-
let, add olive oil, anchovies, garlic, and
red pepper flakes, depending on how
spicy you like it, anywhere from 1/4

to 1/2 teaspoon. Sauté for 3 minutes,
add the tomatoes, capers, olives, and
artichoke hearts to the skillet. Bring
up to a simmer. Taste the sauce and
adjust seasoning if needed. Season the
fillets with salt and pepper. Nestle the
fillets into the skillet, and place in the
preheated oven. Bake for 12 minutes.
Cook the pasta according to the pack-
age. Once the pasta is drained, take a
scoop of sauce and toss the pasta. Di-
vide onto 4 plates. Add the fish fillet
and smother in the remaining sauce.
Add some fresh parsley for garnish,
optional. Serve with a side salad and

crusty bread.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddimar-
202002.wix.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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LEGAL NOTICES

The SomervilleTimes

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Lord Mansoor LLC to Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS
Lending Three Trust, dated February 14, 2023 and recorded with the
Middlesex (Southern District) County Registry of Deeds in Book 81250,
Page 91 of which mortgage the undersigned is the present holder, and
inwhich the mortgaged premises consist of a certain parcel of land with
the buildings and improvements thereon located in Somerville known
as 41 Derby Street, Somerville, Massachusetts, for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will
be sold collectively commencing at Public Auction at 11:00AM on the
27th day of June 2023, at the mortgaged premises located at 41 Derby
Street, Middlesex County, Somerville, Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said mortgage.

To wit:

A certain parcel of land with the buildings thereon in Somerville, Mid-
dlesex County, Massachusetts, shown as lot “E” on a plan recorded
with Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds at the end of Book
2028, being a sub-division of lots thirty-three (33), thirty-four (34), and
thirty-five (35) on a plan of land recorded with said Deeds and Book of
Plans 54, plan 39, and bounded and described as follows:

SOUTHWESTERLY by Derby Street, Forty (40) feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by lot F on said sub-division plan, one hundred
(100) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY by lot 49, recorded in said Book of Plans 54, plan 39,
forty (40) feet; and

SOUTHEASTERLY by lot thirty-two (32) on said last mentioned plan,
one hundred (100) feet.

For Grantor's title see Deed dated July 7, 2022, and recorded on Febru-
ary 14, 2023 with the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds in Book 81250,
Page 79.

Premises to be sold and conveyed subject to and with the benefit of all
rights, rights of way, restrictions, easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements, public assessments, any and all
unpaid condominium fees, taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and sewer
liens and any other municipal assessments or liens or existing encum-
brances of record which are in force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or encumbrances is made in the deed.
No representations express or implied are made with respect to any
matter concerning the premises, which will be sold “as-is".

TERMS OF SALE:

Twenty-Five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($25,000.00) shall be paid in
certified or bank cashier's check by the purchaser at the time and place
of said sale, and the balance of the purchase price shall be paid by
certified or bank cashier's check at the offices of Erik T. Potter, Esq.,
Potter MacLellan LLP, 113 Ripley Road, Cohasset, MA 02025 within thirty
(30) days from the date of sale. The successful bidder of the sale of the
premises shall be required to sign a Memorandum of Terms of Sale con-
taining the above terms at the Auction Sale. The Mortgagee reserves
the right to bid at sale, to reject any and all bids, to continue the sale
and to amend the terms of the sale by written or oral announcement
made before or during the foreclosure sale. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser atthe sale shall be entitled only to a return of
the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee’s attorney. The de-
scription of the premises contained in said mortgage shall control in the
event of an error in this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced at the time and place of sale.
Present Holder of Said Mortgage:

Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS Lending Three Trust - ¢/o Erik T. Potter,
Esq. Potter MacLellan, LLP

113 Ripley Road, Cohasset, MA 02025 — 617-257-7050

Dated: May 30, 2023

6/7/23, 6/14/23, 6/21/23 The Somerville Times

LEGAL NOTICE - Vehicle Sale 07/08/2023

Pro Tech Towing notice to owner. The following abandoned motor vehicle will be
privately sold unless claimed:

Car information VIN#

Last registered owner

Address

2003 Mercedes M-Class| 4JGABS4E73A379915

Nick McKenna

301 Ashmont St. Dorchester, MA 02124

Date of Sale 07/08/2023. A 5-day notice to the Waltham Police Department Chief will be provided betgre sale.
Location: Pro Tech Towing, 205 Willow St. Waltham, MA, Phone: 781-894-5058

6/14/23, 6/21/23 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
IFB #23-76

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting
Services Department, invites sealed bids for:

Fire Hydrants and Related Parts

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at www.hidexpress.com
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or PCS Department,
Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on or after
06/15/2023. Sealed bids will be received at above office until: 07/10/2023
12:00PM EST. The Chief Procurement Officer reserves right to reject
any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City
of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please contact PCS Department at acaruth@somervillema.gov for more
information.

Andrea Caruth
Deputy Chief Procurement Officer
617-625-6600 x3400

6/21/23 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
IFB #23-77

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting
Services Department, invites sealed bids for:

Water Main Pipe Fittings

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at www.bidexpress.com,
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or PCS Department,
Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on or after
06/15/2023. Sealed bids will be received at above office until: 07/11/2023
1:00PM EST. The Chief Procurement Officer reserves right to reject any
or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of
Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please contact PCS Department at acaruth@somervillema.gov for more
information.

Andrea Caruth
Deputy Chief Procurement Officer
617-625-6600 x3400

6/21/23 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP# 23-57

TThe City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites proposals for:

Drupal 9/10 Website Managed Hosting and Development Consultation

The RFP package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement or from the City of Somer-
ville’s BidExpress page at http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress
on or after: Wednesday, June 21st, 2023. Sealed responses will be re-
ceived at the PCS Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave.,
Somerville, MA, 02143 or via Bid Express until: 2:00 pm, Wednesday,
July 12th, 2023.

The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all proposals,

waive any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the propos-
al(s) deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3400

6/21/23 The Somerville Times

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime Storage - Somerville located at 39R Medford
St., Somerville, MA 02143 intends to hold an auction to sell the goods
stored by the following tenants at the storage facility. The sale will oc-
cur as an online auction via www.storagetreasures.com on 7/12/2023
at 12:00PM. Unless stated otherwise the description of the contents
are household goods and furnishings. Matthew Richey unit #0311; Jose
Vega unit #0621. All property is being stored at the above self-storage
facility. This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Certain

W?Ms. Cams

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY
PHONE: 857-488-5138

terms and conditions apply. See manager for details.
6/21/23 The Somerville Times
From on page 8 ﬂi

Answers
1. V.C. Andrews 7. Twilight
2. Hall of Famer 8. Wisconsin
Butleigh Grimes in
1934 9. July
3. Baby Ruth 10. Hey Jude
4. Frank Sinatra 11. Skipper
5.a-ha 12.10
6. Gerald Ford
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Information session held on new
Somerville specialized energy codes

By Ana Celerier Salcedo

The Office of Sustainability, Environmen-
tal, and Inspectional Services Department
of Somerville held an informational meet-
ing for the public regarding the new energy
codes. The specialized energy code was re-
cently adopted by the city with the goal of
putting in motion a building energy code
that would impact energy efficiency and
onsite renewable energy requirements for
residential and commercial building proj-
ects, including new construction, alter-
ations, and renovations.

The purpose of the meeting was for
members of the public to learn how the
updated code may impact their residen-
tial property before it goes into effect on
July 1, 2023. Emily Sullivan, the city of
Somerville climate change program man-
ager for The Office of Sustainability, En-
vironmental, and inspectional services, at-
tended the meeting. Sullivan was joined by
her colleagues Elise Belarge, sustainability
planner, and Nick Antanavica, director of
inspectional services.

Participants were provided with some
key vocabulary to better understand some
subjects touched upon during the discus-
sion. The first is HERS, also known as
Home Energy Rating System, which goes
from 0-100. The closer to 0 the rating is,
the more energy eflicient the property is.

A mixed-fuel home was defined as any
building with any kind of combustion
equipment designed for fossil fuel use.
Whereas a Net-Zero building was defined

as a building that consistently achieves

zero emissions through all electrical appli-
ances or a building that is absent of the use
of energy derived from fossil fuels.

According to Sullivan and her team's
presentation, some exemptions from the
specialized energy code are historic build-
ings and residential additions of less than
1,000 square feet. Some of the buildings
that would be impacted by the new energy
code were described as mainly multifamily
homes and new 1-2-unit homes

Sullivan described one of the benefits of
the code as being that it would support the
citywide goal towards net zero emissions
and all-electric buildings by 2050 in Somer-
ville. The meeting allowed some time for
frequently asked questions as well as inqui-
ries from the public such as when a HERS
rating would be required for an addition to
a building, The presenter's response is that
a HERS rating is required in situations
when the total added conditioned floor area
is greater than 1,000 square feet or exceeds
100% of the existing dwelling unit. Condi-
tioned floor area was defined by Antanavica
as any area where a heated and/ or air-con-
ditioned space was present.

Furthermore, if multiple additions are
made to the same dwelling unit, and each
is under 1,000 square feet but adds up to
over 1,000 square feet, a HERS rating was
deemed required. Solar readiness was also
required for additions larger than 1,000
square feet. Sullivan provided an informa-
tional link here, https://www.masssave.
com/solar, for residents to learn more
about a solar energy route and potential
incentives or funding opportunities.

X\

The specialized energy code is scheduled to go into effect on July 1.

At the time for questions from members
of the public in attendance, a long-time
resident of Somerville, Ron Cavallo, com-
mented that the city's anti-gentrification ef-
forts and efforts to minimize development
as a whole have been “the nail in the coffin
to small developers.” Cavallo stated that he
feels as though he sees the vibrancy of the
city waning every day and fears that this new
building code in place will make it harder
and undesirable for developers to proceed
with building new projects in the area.

In regards to further informational re-
sources provided for the public, a list was
provided below:

Summary of 2023 Stretch Energy Code
Update and Municipal Opt-in Specialized

Code:  https://www.mass.gov/doc/sum-

mary-document-explaining-stretch-ener-
gycode- and-specialized-opt-in-code-lan-
guage/download

Mass Save Electrification Incentives
Webinar Recording: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=ycnYsN55k7g

DOER Final Code language:

https://www.mass.gov/info-de-
tails/stretch-energy-code-develop-
ment-2022#final-code-language-f
or-stretch-code-update-and-new-special-
ized-stretch-code-#final-code-language-
for-stretch-codeupdate- and-new-special-
ized-stretch-code-

For further questions or resources, indi-
viduals are directed to email the following
individuals, esullivan@somervillema.gov
and ebelarge@somervillema.gov.

Somerville workers and small

employers invited to attend

employment-based residency
information session

The City of Somerville and Pathways for Immigrant Workers will host a free im-
migration legal information session for small employers and lower-wage workers on
Wednesday, July 13, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at Connexion, located at 149 Broadway.

The information session will share how small employers can sponsor lower-wage
workers for employment-based permanent residency. Employers and workers will
be invited to schedule an individual assessment with Pathways for Immigrant
Workers to determine eligibility to receive pro-bono legal representation for qual-
ifying workers.

To find out more, and register in advance, email info@myimmigrantpathway.org.
Registration is not required to attend the workshop, and walk-ins are welcome.

- J

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138
and speak to the Assignment Editor

Coelho Realty Group

Are You Sitting

On A Fortune?

Call Our Team at CRG To See
What Your Home Is Worth.

AT

4E

617-764-4342
699 Broadway Ave, Somerville, MA 02144
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Beacon Hill Roll Call conr rromec s

The SomervilleTimes

estate from the state’s estate/death tax that a person is
required to pay following their death before distribution
to any beneficiary. The increase to $5 million would be
implemented over ten years.

Most Republicans are against any such tax and coined the
name “death tax” to imply that the government taxes you
even after you die. Most Democrats support the tax and
call it an “estate tax” to imply that this tax is only paid by
the wealthy.

“You work hard and earn money, it's taxed,” said amend-
ment sponsor Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). “You save
and invest your money, it's taxed. You spend your mon-
ey, it's taxed. You own property, it's taxed. Only in Mas-
sachusetts and Oregon, after working your whole life, do
you get taxed at the highest rate in the country after your
death. My amendment sought to shed the “Taxachusetts’
mentality ... Our residents should want to spend their
golden years in Massachusetts, but our tax policy makes
it unaffordable to die in Massachusetts. Middle and up-
per-middle-class families should not have to worry about
the government taking what they have worked so hard for
future generations of their family.”

Amendment opponents said the proposed bill already
raises the exemption from $1 million to $2 million and
noted that will cost $185 million. They said a hike to $5
million is excessive and unaffordable and will cost hun-
dreds of millions of dollars more. They noted that lower-
ing the estate tax is not the only way to help seniors and
their families and noted there are many other initiatives
that help seniors.

Senate Ways and Means Chair Sen. Mike Rodrigues
(D-Westport) did not respond to repeated requests by
Beacon Hill Roll Call asking him to comment on his op-
position to the amendment.

(A“Yes” vote is for increasing the exemption to $5 million.
wnt ” . . .
A“No” vote is against raising it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

DON'"T MISS THIS"MEET THE MEDIA" EVENT
- Join MASSterList and the State House News Service
for a discussion with leading local journalists about the
Massachusetts political and policy landscape at 8:30 a.m.
Thursday, June 29 at Massachusetts Continuing Legal
Education (MCLE) at 10 Winter Place (Downtown
Crossing) in Boston. Topics will include competitive pres-
sures, transparency in state and local government and de-
veloping relationships with government sources and com-
munications professionals. Tickets/more info: https://
massterlist.com/meet-the-media/

The All-Star Panel includes:

Matt Stout, Reporter, the Boston Globe

Azita Ghahramani, Senior Editor for Politics, WGBH
News

James“Jimmy” Hills, host, Java With Jimmy

Jennifer Smith, Staff Reporter, Commonwealth Magazine
Steph Solis, Reporter, Axios Boston

Colin Young, Reporter, State House News Service
Moderator: Adam Reilly, Reporter, WGBH News

SALES TAX HOLIDAY ON AUGUST 12AND 13 -
The House and Senate set Saturday, August 12 and Sun-
day, August 13 as this year’s Sales Tax Holiday. This will
allow consumers to buy most products that cost under
$2,500 on those two days without paying the state's 6.25
percent sales tax. This annual sales-tax-free weekend was
made permanent in 2018 and gives the Legislature the au-
thority to set the dates by June 15 each year.

Supporters of the holiday say it has been in effect for many
years, would boost retail sales and noted that consumers
would save millions of dollars. They argue that the state’s
sales tax revenue loss would be offset by increased revenue
from the meals and gas tax revenue generated by shoppers
on those two days.

Opponents of the bill say the state cannot afford the up to
$30 million estimated revenue loss and argued the holiday
actually generates little additional revenue for stores be-
cause consumers typically buy the products even without
the tax-free days. They say that the Legislature should be
looking at broader, deeper tax relief for individuals and
businesses and not a tiny tax-free holiday.

PROHIBIT REQUIRING PROOF OF COVID-19
VACCINATION (H 734) — The Emergency Prepared-
ness and Management Committee held a hearing on leg-
islation that would prohibit the state, cities and towns
from requiring proof of vaccination against COVID-19
as a condition of entry to any public buildings including
state and local government buildings, all public and pri-

vate schools and colleges and private businesses.

“We put the bill forward to prevent public entities from
requiring vaccination for entry into public buildings,” said
Sponsor Rep. Peter Durant (R-Spencer). “This includes
schools of any types. We have heard from a number of
concerned parents that their children were not being al-
lowed to attend college or other schools unless they were
vaccinated. This created a devastating situation in which
students and parents had to make a choice between get-
ting something they may not have wanted and getting an
education that they need. We believe that this creates a
problem within the 14th amendment Privileges and Im-
munity Clause, as well as the Commerce Clause of the US
Constitution.

ALLOW ALCOHOL SALES ON THANKSGIV-
ING (H 353) — The Consumer Protection and Profes-
sional Licensure Committee held a hearing on a proposal
that would allow for the sale of alcohol on Thanksgiving.

“Currently, 33 states already allow Thanksgiving alcohol
sales including Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, New
York and New Jersey,” said sponsor Rep. David Linsky
(D-Natick). “Prohibiting the sale of alcohol on Thanks-

giving likely dates back to colonial times when drinking
alcohol on holidays was considered unholy” [The bill]
would not require that a liquor store be open on Thanks-
giving, but rather would give them that option. Notably, a
majority of liquor stores that are open in states which do
allow sales on Thanksgiving are closed by mid-day. This
gives last minute shoppers the opportunity to purchase
alcohol as they would any other item at the grocery store,
while still allowing employees to celebrate Thanksgiving.”

FINANCIAL SCAMS AGAINST SENIORS AND
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES (H 613) — The El-
der Affairs Committee held a hearing on a measure that
would impose an additional $2,500 fine on anyone who is
convicted of perpetrating a financial or other fraud against
a person if the person is a senior or disabled individual.
The bill would also create a special account to distribute
educational materials to seniors and people with disabili-
ties on how to be on the lookout for frauds or scams and
would fund seminars people to better inform them of
their rights as a consumer.

“I filed this bill after hearing from many constituents over
the years who were concerned with deceptive actions be-
ing perpetrated against seniors or people with disabilities,”
said sponsor Rep. Bruce Ayers (D-Quincy). “Those who
perpetrate fraud against seniors and disabled individuals
are constantly changing their methods to try and find new
ways of committing fraud. We need to adjust our efforts
for prevention to be proactive in protecting our vulnerable
residents from scams and financial abuse.”

LOAN REPAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR HU-
MAN SERVICE WORKERS (H 214) — The Chil-
dren, Families and Persons with Disabilities Committee
held a hearing on legislation that would provide financial
assistance to some human service workers to repay their
student loans. Under the program, human service workers
who work 12 consecutive months for a minimum of 35
hours per week and who have an individual income of no
more than $50,000 can qualify for loan repayment of up
to $150 per month for up to 48 months.

“Human service workers perform an extremely difficult
job for woefully low wages,” said Rep. Jeff Roy (D-Frank-
lin)."Assisting with repayment of student loans could help
alleviate some of the financial burdens that new graduates
face when choosing to work in their field of study. Given
the cost of living in Massachusetts and the value added
by ensuring that those who are in need receive the best
care the commonwealth can give them, [this bill] seems
a small step to show our human service workers that we
value their important contributions.”

SHOOTING AT A HOUSE OR APARTMENT (H
1681) — The Judiciary Committee held a hearing on a
proposal that would impose up to a five-year prison sen-
tence and/or $10,000 fine on anyone who discharges an
assault weapon, firearm, large capacity weapon, machine
gun, rifle, sawed-off shotgun or shotgun into a dwelling.
Under current law this crime is a misdemeanor punish-

able by up to a 30-day jail sentence Continued on page 18
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The Commission for Persons With Disabilities addresses
changes to by-laws and current disability issues

LI

By Cassidy Beek

The Somerville Commission
for Persons With Disabilities
(SCPD) had six items to review
at their monthly meeting on
Tuesday, June 13. They voted to
abide by the city’s Code of Con-
duct, discussed a variance request
from Tufts University and pro-
posed a community-wide trip
to the annual Red Sox disability
pride celebration game.

The group’s mission is to pre-
serve the protections of the
Americans  with  Disabilities
Act (ADA) by ensuring that all
Somerville residents are provided
with equal access to all services
and programs within the city.

Also on the agenda was a
change to the by-laws, increas-
ing the number of members on
the commission. A motion was
passed to amend the by-laws to
have 13 seats on the commission,
as opposed to its original nine.
This will strengthen the group's
mission by bringing in a diverse
array of experiences and interests.

Holly Simione, the Commis-
sion Chair, motioned to adopt
the city’s Code of Conduct for
the Commission. The Code of
Conduct is a part of the city’s ot-
dinances, requiring the Commis-
sion to include it in their by-laws.

Additionally, the Commission
reviewed a variance request sent

from Tufts University regarding

the accessibility of one of its dorm
halls. A new residence hall design
includes a type of elevator called
The LULA Lift, which will only
provide access to the lower levels
excluding the third floor, as it is
25ft and unable to cover the height
of the building. The third floor it-
self is being designed as accessible
however will not be provided with
an accessible route. The LULA
Lift has a lower cost of mainte-
nance and installation compared
to a conventional elevator which
would also require additional over-
run space above the roof.

In the variance, Tufts Univer-
sity said, “As there are accessible
sleeping rooms, bathing rooms,
and an accessible common space
at the lower three floors, the cost
of providing an elevator and ex-
tending its reach to the upper
floor does not provide substantial
benefit to occupants beyond the
proposed conditions.”

Deborah Haber, a commis-
sioner, outlined a form of social
segregation within the plan that
limits disabled residents on the
lower floors from engaging with
residents on the third floor.

Agreeing with Haber, another
commissioner, Harriotte Ranvig,
said, “Every student who lives in
that dorm needs to have access to
all three floors, otherwise, it’s dis-
criminatory in my view.”

The Commission voted against
supporting the variance as the

u

alternative lift excludes access to
the top floor of the residence hall.

Simione proposed an orga-
nized trip to the Red Sox’s annual
disability pride celebration game
on July 26 in honor of the ADA
anniversary to support the dis-
abled community within Somer-
ville, The commission motioned
to allocate $5,000 of their funds
toward tickets and transporta-
tion to the game for anyone inter-
ested within Somerville.

The

cussed

Commission also dis-
the

sub-committees focused on ed-

need to form

ucational concerns within the

city, training with police and fire
and accessibility concerns re-
garding the community garden.
The sub-committees will work
outside of the monthly meetings
on specific tasks, later reporting
back to the commission.

Adrienne Pomeroy, the ADA
Coordinator, discussed the ADA
Community Survey, which aims
to gain a comprehensive under-
standing of Somerville’s experi-
ences with accessibility. Improve-
ments are being made to the city’s
ADA Transition Plan through
this survey, which closes on Fri-
day, June 30.

Two representatives from the
Department of Racial and Social
Justice (RSJ) will be at the West
Branch Library on Wednesday,
June 21, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
to talk to the community and
encourage engagement with the
survey. Representatives will also
be at Diesel Cafe in Davis Sq. on
Friday, June 23, from 10:00 to
11:00 a.m.

Responses can be submitted
by email at rsj@somervillema.
gov, online on the RS] website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/
rsj and via city and RSJ social
media feeds.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publish-
ers or staff. Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to News@TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway,
Somerville, MA 02144. The Somerville Times Reserves the right to edit letters for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact information. Contact
information will not be shared with the public. We look forward to hearing from you.

Massachusetts is a tough state to make ends
meet. That's why I started driving for Uber
and Lyft. Now my financial livelihood could
be destroyed by labor-backed bills seeking
to rewrite the rules for rideshare and de-
livery drivers like me. I balance caring for
my ailing mother while working as an in-

dependent contractor between her medical
appointments. Some people want jobs with
rigid 40-hour schedules but being an “em-
ployee” does not work for everyone.

I enjoy my work. The best part is the
flexibility to load an app, and drive when
I am available. There are many full-time

driver openings with the MBTA and
UPS. They offer sign-on bonuses, a struc-
tured employment model, and benefits.
Finding drivers, however, is a challenge
for them. Maybe it’s the work, or perhaps
the schedule.

There are bills at the State House to pro-

tect flexibility and it's time for lawmakers,
unions, and companies to reach an agree-
ment that puts drivers first. Livelihoods
depend on it.

Oscar Rendon

Somerville

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy

all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled-it doesn't matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-866-258-6720

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP,
LLCTimeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000

in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free Consul-
tations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear Round
In Aruba.The water is safe,
and the dining is fantas-

tic. Walk out to the beach.
3-Bedroom weeks available.
Sleeps 8. Email: carolac-
tion@aol.com for more
information.

FOR SALE

MONTPELIER, VT 3.93 acre
building lot for sale. Could
be divided into up to 6 lots
or up to 18 units of multi-unit
housing with town water and
sewer available. $100,000.
Contact Soren Pfeffer at
802-249-0167 or soren@
centralvermontre.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espanol

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
in-surance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental
info kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads
#6258

Attention oxygen therapy

users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As low
as $109.99/mo! 1-877-452-
1183

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-833-800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some
Restrictions Apply. Promo
Expires 01/21/2023. 1-877-
494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide backup
power during utility power
outages so your home and
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions.
1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! Call Today for
speeds up to 26mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card,
terms apply. 1-877-459-1615

JESUS WAS A PACIFIST.
And... the church? "Peace,

| leave to you... Love your
enemies!" Book:The Great
CosmicTeachings of Je-
sus of Nazareth. www.
Gabriele-Publishing-House.
com,844-576-0937

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-866-945-3783 or
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/pennysaver

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator $0
Down + Low Monthly Pmt
Request a free Quote. Call
before the next power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protec-tion. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-833-610-1936

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-855-364-
3948

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

DonateYour Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick
up. 100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, su-
per-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is

Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free au-
thor’s guide 1-877-729-4998
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Paying top cash for men's
sportwatches! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Day-tona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster.
Call 833-603-3236

Put on yourTV Ears & hear
TV w/unmatched clarity. TV
Ears Original - originally
$129.95 - now w/this special
offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Aloe Care Health medical
alert system. Most advanced
medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No
wi-fi needed! Special offer
w/code CARE20 for $20 off
Mobile Companion. 1-855-
341-5862

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-479-
1516

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages
& power your home. Full in-
stallation services. $0 down
financing option. Request
free no obligation quote.
1-877-539-0299

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One
connected system for total
peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! Four free
months of monitoring! Call
to customize your system.

1-833-841-0737

Safe Step. North America's
#1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our free shower package

& $1600 off - limited time!
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-
417-1306

Protect your home from
pests safely and affordably.
Pest, rodent, termite and
mosquito con-trol. Call for
a quote or inspection today
844-394-9278

Discount air travel. Call
Flight Services for best pric-
ing on domestic & interna-
tional flights inside & from
the US. Serving United, Del-
ta, American & Southwest

& many more. Free quote!
Have travel dates ready! 844-
951-2014

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by this
publication. In order to avoid
misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather sup-ply
the readers with manuals,
directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their
clients es-tablish mail order
selling and other businesses
at home. Under NO circum-
stance should you send any
money in advance or give
the client your checking, li-
cense ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of ads that
claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note
that if a credit repair compa-
ny does business only over
the phone it is illegal to re-
quest any money before de-
livering its service. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll
free numbers may or may
not reach Canada.

Visit us

online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Massachusetts Department of Public Health offers summer safety guidance

With summer approaching, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) reminds residents to take recommended com-
mon-sense precautions to keep everyone, especially young children, safe this summer.

Prevent Tick Bites

Certain kinds of ticks can bite and make you sick with diseases such as Lyme disease and Powassan virus. Ticks are most commonly
found in damp, grassy, brushy, or wooded areas, including your own backyard. Ticks only attach when you come into direct contact with
them — they cannot jump or fly. Follow these steps to help protect yourself from tick bites: Check yourself for ticks once a day — it’s the
single most important thing you can do. Use repellents with an EPA-registered active ingredient; always follow the directions on the label.
Weather permitting, wear long-sleeved, light-colored shirts and long pants tucked into socks. This will help keep ticks away from your
skin and make it easier to spot ticks on your clothing. After spending time outdoors, a shower can help rinse off a tick before it becomes

attached and putting your clothes in the dryer on high heat for 10 minutes can help kill ticks. Pets that spend time outdoors are exposed
to ticks, too, and may bring ticks back inside. Talk to your veterinarian about the best ways to protect your animals from ticks and tick-
borne disease.

Prevent Mosquito Bites

Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and West Nile virus (WNV) are two mosquito-borne diseases that occur in Massachusetts. While there were no cases of EEE in Mas-
sachusetts last year, there were eight people with WINV. Mosquito surveillance is essential to monitor activity as the summer unfolds. DPH posts updates about activity
throughout the season on the Massachusetts Arbovirus Update page. While the risk for human infection of EEE or WNV won't occur until mid to late summer, people have
an important role to play in protecting themselves from these illnesses which can be very serious. To prepare for mosquito season:

+ Drain standing water in and around your house or yard to prevent mosquito breeding.

+ Repair window and door screens to keep mosquitoes out of your home.

+ Use a mosquito repellent with an EPA-registered ingredient according to the directions.

+ Wear long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and socks to reduce exposed skin when weather permits.

Water and Pool Safety

Drowning is a leading cause of death among young children, nationally and in Massachusetts, with backyard pools posing the highest risk for children under age 5. To help

prevent water-related injury and drowning:

+ Supervise children in and around water at all times.

+ Whenever infants and toddlers are in or around water, including the bathtub, an adult should be within an arm’s length at all times providing “touch supervision.”

+ Teach young children to always ask for permission before going near the water.

+ Do not dive headfirst into the water.

+ Do not swim during a storm or when there is lightning.

+ Completely separate the house and play area of the yard from the pool area with a fence. Consider automatic door locks or alarms to prevent access.

+ Remove floats, balls, and other toys from the pool after use so that children are not tempted to reach for them. After children are done swimming, secure the pool so they
cannot get back in.

+ Keep rescue equipment (such as a shepherd’s hook or life preserver) and a phone near the pool.

+ For children who cannot swim, use a properly fitted U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket. DPH, in cooperation with the USCG, has created a fit test video that can assist

with proper fit testing of life jackets: https://youtu.be/113VZ{-NqPc.

+ Do not use toys such as “water wings” or “noodles” in place of life jackets. These are not designed to keep swimmers safe.

In public swimming areas:

+ Select swimming sites that have lifeguards whenever possible, and swim only in designated swimming areas.

+ Always swim with a buddy.

+ Look for signage at beaches. DPH collects beach water quality data and notifies the public about bacteria levels to minimize swimming-associated illness and injury.

+ Know the limits of your swimming skills. Through the Learn to Swim program, the state will provide free swimming lessons to children at select pools across the Common
wealth starting in July 2023.

+ Consider becoming a lifeguard: the Commonwealth is recruiting lifeguards at its inland and coastal beaches, as well as swimming pools. This year, the Healey-Driscoll Ad
ministration raised the houtly pay for pool and waterfront staff to between $22 to $27. Qualified applicants can receive up to $1,000 in signing bonuses.

Window Safety

Falls are the leading cause of injury to children. Falls from windows involving young children are especially serious — and preventable. Screens are not strong enough to protect
children from falling out of windows. To prevent window falls, parents and caregivers should:

+ Keep furniture — and anything a child can climb on — away from windows.

+ Open windows from the top, not the bottom, when possible and lock all unopened doors and windows.

+ Be sure children are always supervised.

+ Install quick-release window guards which can be found in most hardware stores.

Car Safety

Leaving children and animals inside of a vehicle can be very dangerous. In the summer months in New England, the temperature in a closed car can rise quickly, and the vehicle
can become a deadly place for a child or animal left, even for just a moment. To keep young children and animals safe in and around cars:

+ Never leave children or animals alone in a parked vehicle, even when they are asleep or restrained, and even if the windows are open.

+ Always check inside the vehicle — front and back — before locking the door and walking away.

+ If a child is missing, check your vehicle first, including the trunk.

+ Do things to remind yourself that a child or animal is in the vehicle, such as placing your purse or briefcase in the back seat so you will check there when you leave the vehicle.
+ Always lock your car and keep the keys out of children’s reach. (Continued on page 20)
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Upcoming events:

Health & Wellness Fair — Wednesday, June
21 starting at 10:30 a.m. at the Holland
Street Center — Join the Council on Aging as
we bring back our annual Health & Wellness
Fairl Community vendors will be available to

share ways to encourage healthy aging and to
provide an opportunity for you to learn about
healthy eating, exercise, self-care and so much

more. Lunch to follow. Space is limited,
please RSVP by contacting Phelan Howell at
617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or email Phelan at
phowell@somervillema.gov.

City of Somerville Fireworks — Thursday eve-

ning, June 29 at Trum Field. If you would like
to join the COA reserved seating area, please
call Connie Lorenti at 617-625-6600, ext.
2319. Limited transportation available.

Lockboxes for Seniors — The Free Lockboxes
for Seniors Program is intended to provide
Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) access to your residence in the event
of an emergency where you are unable to

open the door. A key to your residence will be

stored in a secure metal storage device, like a
realtor’s lockbox, at your residence. The ac-

cess code to the lockbox will only be available
to Police, Fire or EMS personnel and used only
during an emergency. The program is target-
ed towards Somerville residents who live alone

and are aged 65+, or those who are disabled

and/or suffer from major medical issues at any
Individuals living in apartment complex-

age.
es or other facilities with maintenance staff
are not eligible for this program. For more

information, please contact Debby Higgins at

617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Guided Meditation Via Zoom - Tuesdays

at 1:00 p.m., June 27. Join Mary Skinner in

a virtual guided meditation class. Practicing
meditation can help to build skills to manage

stress, increase patience, improve sleep quality

and has been shown to decrease your resting
blood pressure and heart rate. For the Zoom
invitation or for more information, please
contact Phelan Howell at 617-625-6600, ext.
2315 or email Phelan at phowell@somerville-
ma.gov.

De-Cluttering Support Group — Mondays
from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. This six-week
group is open to residents of Somerville &

Cambridge over the age of 60. RSVP to Nata-

sha Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317.

Bingo — Tuesdays at the Ralph & Jenny Center

starting at 10:00 a.m. June 27. Lunch avail-
able following Bingo. RSVP to Debby Higgins
by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email

The SomervilleTimes

CENTER HAPPENINGS:

Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Wednesday Bingo — Wednesday, June 28
starting at 10:00 a.m. at our Ralph & Jenny
Center. Lunch is available following Bingo.
Please RSVP to Debby Higgins by calling 617-
625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhig-
gins@somervillema.gov.

Bingo — Thursdays at our Holland Street Cen-
ter starting at 10:00 a.m. June 22 & 29. Lunch
available following Bingo. RSVP to Debby
Higgins by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or
email Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Veteran’s Group — Meets the 4th Tuesday of
each month, June 27 at the Holland Street
Center starting at 11:00 a.m. RSVP to Debby
Higgins at 617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or email
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Tech Open Hours — Tuesday, June 27, starting
at 10:00 a.m. at the Holland Street Center.
Bring your phones, computers, and tablets

or borrow one from the COA. This is drop-in
style individual help to answer your technol-
ogy questions and frustrations. RSVP to Molly
Pagliuca at 781-823-9210 or email Molly at
mpagliuca@somervillema.gov.

Movie Day - Friday, June 23, 10:00 a.m. at
the Holland Street Center. This month’s film
is Your Place or Mine — Two long distance best
friends change each other’s lives when she
decides to pursue a lifelong dream and he
volunteers to keep an eye on her teenage son.
Rated PG-13, starring Reese Witherspoon &
Ashton Kucher. Pizza will be served after the
movie; $2 per person. RSVP to Debby Higgins
by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email
Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Project Outlook, Low Vision Group - (NEW
TIME) Meets the 4th Thursday of each month
(June 22) starting at 2:00 p.m. at the Holland
Street Center. Project Outlook is a group of
residents with low or no vision who enjoy
getting together for camaraderie and social-
ization. Project Outlook has been active for
over 30 years. Come join in the conversation,
we look forward to meeting you. Please note
day and time changes. For more information,
please contact Claudia Ferro at 857-237-1801.

Game Hour —-Mondays from 11:00 a.m.
until 12:00 p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Cen-
ter. June 26. Please join us as we play a wide
variety of board and card games. Please
RSVP to Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2335 or email Maureen at mbastardi@
somervillema.gov.

Coffee & Conversation — Mondays from
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. — At the Ralph &
Jenny Center. This month we are meeting

on June 26. Join us as we discuss a range of

topics. No books — no test — just friendly con-
versation. Please contact Maureen Bastardi
at mabstardi@Somervillema.gov or 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335 to RSVP.

Brown Bag Supplemental Food Program —
PICK UP Thursday, June 22 from 9:00 a.m.

to 12:00 p.m. at the Ralph & Jenny Center
located at 9 New Washington Street. For an
application contact Natasha Naim at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2317.

General Nutrition Classes — Monday, June 26
via Zoom from 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. and
in-person, at 12:30 p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny
Center. Wednesdays, June 14th & 28th at
10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. New
and returning members are welcome! To RSVP,
please call Mary Marshall at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2316 or email her at headtofitness10@
yahoo.com.

Bowling - FlatbreadCompany/Sacco Bowl Ha-
ven in Davis Square. Wednesdays from 9:00
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. RSVP to Debby Higgins

by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email
Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Fit-4-Life Exercise Classes — at the Ralph &
Jenny Center — Monday, June 26 starting at
2:30 p.m. RSVP to Phelan Howell at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2315 or email Phelan at phowell@
somervillema.gov.

In-person Fit-4-Life Exercise Classes at the
Holland Street Center — Monday, June 26 at
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and Wednesday,
June 28 at 9:00 a.m. Please RSVP to Phelan
Howell at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or email
Phelan at phowell@somervillema.gov.

Fit-4-Life Exercise Class (NEW DAY) - Friday,
June 30 starting at 11:00 a.m. at our Holland
Street Center. Please RSVP to Phelan Howell at
617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or email Phelan at
phowell@somervillema.gov.

Walking Club — Thursday, June 29 at 9:00
a.m. Meets at the Holland Street Center.
Weather permitting. For more information
contact Phelan Howell at 617-625-6600, ext.
2315 or email Phelan at phowell@somerville-
ma.gov.

Friendly Caller Program - Looking for a way
to practice social distancing but remain con-
nected to other people? Look no further than
the Somerville Council on Aging's Friendly
Phone Caller program. We have many won-
derful volunteers who are waiting to give you
a call. Whether you are looking to make a new
friend or would just like a friendly chat to look
forward to every week, this program has you
covered. Call Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2317 to learn more about the program
and to sign up.
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COMMENTARY

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Checking Out the Community PATH

By Will Mbah

Candidate for Somerville
City Councilor at Large
willmbah.com

This week I took an hour to try out
the new stretch of the Communi-
ty PATH that heads through Gil-

man Square, East Somerville and

Brickbottom to the final points
at North Point Park. It was a smooth and enjoyable ride
on a sunny late Friday afternoon. How satisfying to move
quickly over the bridges and look down on the backed-up
cars on McGrath and Washington Streets! What fun to
pick up a bit of speed down the roller coaster ride from
the highest point next to Brickbottom down to Lechmere!

This little fast joy ride was okay because there were
not many folks out biking and walking last week. The
city and MBTA wisely made the decision to open the
PATH quietly, delaying the ceremonies and ribbon cut-
ting for a couple of weeks. This has given them the abili-
ty to fix any final problems that may come to light as use
gradually increases.

I can report one important problem — a lack of direc-
tion signs and crossing controls. This seems to be a partic-
ular problem at three places. First, at the junction with the
East Somerville T-stop, the PATH divides for the down
ramps to Washington Street. While I watched, several
bikers took the wrong fork in the road. They only realized
their mistake when they were halfway down and had to
turn and pedal back up.

Second, where the PATH crosses Central Street and
Sycamore Street at grade, a better warning to drivers and
bikers alike seems necessary to avoid accidents.

Third, on the long slope, pedaling up to the high point
at Brickbottom, the right of way is only ten feet wide. If
this stretch becomes congested, folks who are regular bike
and pedestrian commuters, will certainly work out some
“rules of the road” so faster riders can pass safely. But if
more occasional recreational users join the crowd, there
will likely be some accidents and many near misses. Signs
showing how to pass safely may be needed.

Speaking of signs, I did stop at the East Somerville
T-stop juncture to read the commemorative plaque that
the MBTA has installed. It honors all the engineers, plan-
ners and construction workers who built the GLX and
PATH. They rightly deserve our praise and thanks. It is
a solid, safe and enjoyable way to travel through the city.
What's next on the agenda?

Now that the PATH and the Green Line are operating
side by side, the city and MBTA planners should be able

to track the numbers and types of travelers who are using

them. It is important to recall how they had to formulate a

new theory of urban and transport planning to justify the
federal grants and state budgets for this part of the PATH.

In the past, the “rails-to-trails” bike and pedestrian net-
work projects were justified with a cost-benefit analysis
that defined their purposes as recreational and cultural.
The planners' model would identify the benefits of people
walking and biking the half-mile or mile from their homes
to a neighborhood center as well as other recreational visi-
tors. The dollar amounts of their better health, recreation-
al enjoyment and added local spending would be balanced
against the public costs of acquiring abandoned rail lines,
paving and improving the landscape.

Somerville's planners obviously could not use the tradi-
tional “rails to trails” model for the Community PATH. It
has cut through an industrial and transport corridor and
has been squeezed alongside a rail line that was expand-
ing, not being abandoned.

The planners, therefore, formulated a new cost-benefit
model that rests on the idea of a linkage of the PATH and
the T-stations. Folks who live or work within half-a mile
of the PATH are projected to use it as pedestrians to get
to the T for their daily commute and other errands. Folks
who live within a half-mile to three miles are also expected

to bike along the PATH either hooking up at a T station
bike garage, or heading through the Charles River or Bos-
ton waterfront network get to work.

Using this model, the planners have predicted that the
PATH will significantly change the patterns of morning
and evening commuting. The transportation planners call
this the “modal split” — that is, the percentages of people
who drive, walk, bicycle or take buses and the T. Back in
2013, the regional planners at MAPC did the studies
and found that 72% of people were using their cars for
the short trips of half a mile to three miles. Bike use and
walking were in the 5% range.

The new model has predicted that the PATH could
shift the modal split, cutting the 72% percent number by
half or more and pushing cycling and walking to the T
into a higher percentage. This should lead to less trafhic
and congestion, better health and increased ridership and
revenue for the T. The values of these benefits, calculat-
ed back in 2013, have justified the $39 million of federal
grants and state spending that the PATH required.

The planners now have the opportunity to collect the
data and test whether their theory and model will prove
correct. This will be the type of data-driven planning and
city management that is our ideal.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Catalpa tree in bloom, with storm clouds...
— Photo by Denise Provost
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Somerville Rotary Club holds
smi-annual fod drive
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With the wonderful generosity of Porter Square Star Market on Saturday, June 10, the Somerville
Rotary Club held its semi-annual food drive, along with Somerville Rescue Allies Animal Food Pan-
try. Proceeds of the food drive benefit Somerville non-profits Project Soup, Respond, and St Patrick’s
Women’s shelter. Rotary is a worldwide service organization whose purpose is to provide humanitari-
an assistance, encourage ethical standards and promote peace. Somerville Rotary is currently involved
in many community projects along with food drives, ongoing support for local food pantries, home-
less and domestic abuse shelters and its strong commitment to eliminate Polio worldwide.

Rotary members shown from left to right: Nancy Kavanagh, Gilda Nogueira, Gene Brune, Ann
Kirby, Sylvia Walker, and Morgan Redman from the Somerville Animal Food Pantry.

J

Rotary would like to thank each and all who donated and participated.

Beacon Hill Roll Call conr rrom e 12

and/or $100 fine.

Supporters also said that under current law the punish-
ment is disproportionate to the severity of this type of
incident. They noted this crime, primarily committed
by gang members, is often used as an intimidation tactic
without regard for the innocent people in the home.

"Random and intentional gun shots into homes can cause
grave physical and mental consequences to homeown-
ers and their families,” said the bill's sponsor Rep. Rady
Mom (D-Lowell). “It also creates an unsafe environment
and heightens public distrust in the neighborhood where
it occurs. This bill will give law enforcement officers the

necessary tools to keep our cities safe.’
QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Recently, multiple news articles, op-eds, and think tank
reports have asserted that Massachusetts is suffering an
exodus of households, particularly high-income house-
holds, fleeing to states with lower taxes. A closely related
claim is that outmigrants are taking billions of dollars out
of the Massachusetts economy when they leave. These
claims about income migration are both overblown and
based on a fundamental misunderstanding of the avail-

able data” — From a report by the Massachusetts Budget
and Policy Center.

“The MassTrails Grant program enables the Healey ...
Administration and our partners to grow our trails sys-
tem and, ultimately, reduce transportation emissions. We
know our residents want to get outside and enjoy their
commute and their communities, but don't always have an
accessible, safe way to get around. MassTrails makes that
possible through collaboration and connection.” — Secre-
tary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Secretary Rebec-
ca Tepper announcing $11.6 million in funding through the
MassTrails Grant Program to support 68 trail improvement
projects across the Bay State.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They
note that their jobs also involve committee work, research,
constituent work and other matters that are important
to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature does
not meet regularly or long enough to debate and vote in
public view on the thousands of pieces of legislation that

have been filed. They note that the infrequency and brief
length of sessions are misguided and lead to irresponsi-
ble late-night sessions and a mad rush to act on dozens
of bills in the days immediately preceding the end of an

annual session.

During the week of June 12-16, the House met for a total
of 35 minutes while the Senate met for a total of 09 hours
and 51 minutes.

House 11:00 a.m.to 11:17 a.m.
Senate 11:09 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.

Mon. June 12

Tues. June 13 No House session

No Senate session

No House session

Wed. June 14

No Senate session

Thurs. June 15 House 11:00 a.m. to 11:18 a.m.

Senate 11:26 a.m. to 9:06 p.m.

Fri. June 16 No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconbillrollcall.com
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21

7:00 AM Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
7:30 AM  Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony
2023

8:30 AM Pride Flag Raising 2023
9:00 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising
10:00 AM Ward 4 Spring Community Meeting
5-16-23

12:00 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising
1:00 PM  An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

2:31 PM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo

3:00 PM Finance Committee of the Whole
6-15-23

5:00 PM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting
5:15 PM SPD Ride Along
5:30 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
6:30 PM Finance Committee of the Whole
6-21-23

11:00 PM  City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis

11:30 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023
THURSDAY, JUNE 22
12:00 AM Senior Circuit - Climate Change

12:30 AM Ward 6 Spring Community Meeting
5-4-23

6:30 AM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

8:01 AM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
8:30 AM Haitian Flag Day 2023
9:00 AM  Charter Review - Committee of the
Whole 5-24-23

1:06 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising
2:00 PM  Ward 1 Spring Community Meeting
5-9-23

7:00 PM

FRIDAY, JUNE 23

City Council Meeting - LIVE

12:30 AM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards
2:00 AM  Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony
2023

7:00 AM Finance Committee of the Whole
6-15-23

9:00 AM Spanish All Ward Spring Community

Meeting
11:00 AMSPS Superintendent's FY 2024 Budget
Presentation

12:30 PM  School Committee Update: Laura
Pitone

1:01 PM  Green New Deal w/ Senator Markey
2:01 PM Porchfest 2023
3:00 PM  Ward 5 Spring Community Meeting
4-26-23

5:00 PM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards
6:30 PM  Ward 2 Spring Community Meeting
5-15-23

8:40 PM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting
9:00 PM Porchfest 2023
10:00 PM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

11:31 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023
SATURDAY, JUNE 24

12:00 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising

1:00 AM SPS Superintendent's FY 2024 Budget
Presentation

7:00 AM Spanish All Ward Spring Community
Meeting

9:00 AM Haitian Flag Day 2023
9:30 AM Ward 1 Spring Community Meeting
5-9-23

12:00 PM  Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony
2023
1:00 PM
6-21-23
4:30 PM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #1

Finance Committee of the Whole

5:00 PM
6:30 PM

Spring Hill Walking Tour 2023
City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo

7:00 PM  Ward 4 Spring Community Meeting
5-16-23

9:00 PM  Somerville Museum: Sanctuary City
10:00 PM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting
10:15 PM SPD Ride Along
10:30 PM COHR and SPD: Discussion Panel
SUNDAY, JUNE 25

12:00 AM  Finance Committee of the Whole
6-21-23

7:00 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IlI
8:00 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising
9:00 AM  City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
9:30 AM Pride Flag Raising 2023

10:00 AM Ward 5 Spring Community Meeting
4-26-23

12:00 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
12:30 PM  City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
1:00 PM  Green New Deal w/ Senator Markey
2:00 PM  An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

4:00 PM Fit 4 Life Home Workout w/ Phelan #2
4:30 PM  Spanish All Ward Spring Community

Meeting

6:30 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising
7:30 PM  City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
8:00 PM City Council Meeting 6-22-23
MONDAY, JUNE 26

12:30 AM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
1:00 AM Spring Hill Walking Tour 2023
2:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
6:30 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice |
7:05 AM ECSA Park Ribbon Cutting
7:30 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising
8:30 AM  City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis

9:00 AM  An Afternoon with General and Mrs.

Washington

10:31 AM Porchfest 2023
11:30 AM  School Committee Update: Laura
Pitone

12:01 PM City Council Meeting 6-22-23
4:30 PM Haitian Flag Day 2023

5:00 PMSchool Committee Update: Laura Pitone
7:00 PM School Committee Meeting - LIVE
11:00 PM Juneteenth Flag Raising
TUESDAY, JUNE 27

12:00 AM  Healey Schoolyard Ribbon Cutting

1:00 AM Juneteenth Flag Raising
1:51 AM  Ward 6 Spring Community Meeting
5-4-23

6:30 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
7:30 AM COHR and SPD: Discussion Panel
8:45 AM SPD Ride Along

9:00 AMConnecting Communities - Accessibility
9:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
10:00 AM Ward 4 Spring Community Meeting
5-16-23

12:00 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
12:30 PM Spanish All Ward Spring Community
Meeting

2:30 PM SPS Superintendent's FY 2024 Budget
Presentation

4:00 PM Jane's Walk: Boynton Yards
5:30 PM Senior Circuit - Climate Change
6:00 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023
6:30 PM  City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis

7:00 PM An Afternoon with General and Mrs.
Washington

8:31 PM  School Committee Meeting 6-26-23
11:00 PM Porchfest 2023
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28

12:00 AM City Council Meeting 6-22-23

EdTV - Xfinity 15/Astound 15/ 614

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21

7:00 AM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
8:30 AM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
9:30 AM  WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023

10:30 AM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert
11:30 AM WHCIS K-3 Spring Concert
12:00 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony

1:00 PM  Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert

1:30 PM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
3:00 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
5:00 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

6:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

7:00 PM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead
9:30 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert

10:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
11:00 PM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert

THURSDAY, JUNE 22
12:00 AM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert

12:30 AM SHS 2023 Graduation
2:00 AM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

3:00 AM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

8:00 AM SHS Chamber Concert
9:00 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony

10:01 AM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
11:15 AM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023

12:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

1:00 PM  Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
1:30 PM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
2:00 PM  Healey Schoolyard Ribbon Cutting
3:00 PM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
5:00 PM SHS 2023 Graduation
6:30 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
7:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert
8:00 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
9:01 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

10:00 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
11:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

FRIDAY, JUNE 23

12:00 AM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert

12:30 AM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
1:00 AM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
2:30 AM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
7:00 AM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
8:00 AM  El Sistema Somerville June Concert
9:00 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
11:00 AM SHS Class Day 2023
12:30 PM SHS 2023 Graduation

2:00 PM  Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert

2:30 PM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
3:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert
4:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

5:00 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

6:00 PM  El Sistema Somerville June Concert
6:30 PM Next Wave Graduation 2023
8:01 PM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night

9:04 PM
10:31 PM

SATURDAY, JUNE 24
12:00 AM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert

SHS Class Day 2023
SHS 2023 Graduation

12:30 AM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
1:00 AM SHS Chamber Concert
2:00 AM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

3:00 AM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

6:30 AM SHS Softball vs Chelsea 5-25-23
8:00 AM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
9:30 AM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead
12:00 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert
1:00 PM Spring String Fling
1:30 PM SHS Softball vs Chelsea 5-25-23
3:00 PM SHS Boys' LAX vs Salem
4:30 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony

5:31 PM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
6:34 PM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
8:00 PM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead
10:20 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert
11:07 PM Spring String Fling

11:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
SUNDAY, JUNE 25

12:00 AM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
1:00 AM SHS Boys' LAX vs Salem
2:30 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
8:00 AM SHS Chamber Concert
9:00 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony

10:01 AM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night

11:04 AM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship
12:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball

Championship 2023

1:00 PM  Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
1:30 PM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
2:00 PM  Healey Schoolyard Ribbon Cutting
3:00 PM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
4:30 PM  El Sistema Somerville June Concert
5:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert
6:00 PM Next Wave Graduation 2023
7:00 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
8:01 PM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
9:05 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

10:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball

Championship 2023
11:00 PM Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
11:30 PM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
MONDAY, JUNE 26
12:00 AM Healey Schoolyard Ribbon Cutting

1:00 AM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
2:30 AM  El Sistema Somerville June Concert
8:00 AM ESCS Moving On Ceremony
9:30 AM  El Sistema Somerville June Concert

10:00 AM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
11:02 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
12:04 PM Pride Flag Raising 2023

12:30 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023

1:21 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball
Championship 2023

2:08 PM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

3:00 PM SHS Chamber Concert
4:00 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
4:30 PM Kennedy 4-8 Spring Concert
5:30 PM Kennedy K-3 Spring Concert
6:00 PM ESCS Moving On Ceremony
7:30 PM  El Sistema Somerville June Concert
8:00 PM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
9:02 PM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
10:04 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony

11:00 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
TUESDAY, JUNE 27

12:00 AM Intramural Boys' Basketball
Championship

1:00 AM SHS Chamber Concert
2:00 AM  Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
2:30 AM Kennedy K-3 Spring Concert
7:30 AM ESCS Moving On Ceremony
8:31 AM WHCIS Moving On Ceremony
10:00 AM SHS 2023 Graduation
11:15 AM WSNS K-8 Spring Concert
1:00 PM Kennedy K-3 Spring Concert
1:30 PM  Argenziano pre K-4 Spring Concert
2:00 PM Argenziano 5-8 Spring Concert
2:30 PM SHS Chamber Concert
3:30 PM  SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
5:00 PM Healey 5-8 Spring Concert 6-1-23
5:30 PM  WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising 2023
6:00 PM Next Wave Graduation 2023
7:00 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
8:00 PM SHS 2023 Graduation

9:15 PM  School Committee Meeting 6-26-23
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28

12:00 AM SHS Girls' LAX vs Matignon
1:30 AM Next Wave Graduation 2023
2:30 AMSchool Committee Update: Laura Pitone

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613
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Ward 1 Democratic City Committee Somerville notice of 2023 Caucus

The Ward 1 Democratic City Committee will hold its 2023 Virtual Caucus to elect Delegates to the 2023 Democratic State
Convention on Saturday, June 24, at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom (Meeting ID: 862 7676 329; passcode = 762019) at: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86276763290?pwd=L2pRaDYrakhaOWw2M3NjMXgrYVR1dz09 .

MASSDEMS

Ward 1 has been allotted 7 delegates and 4 alternates for this year’s State Convention, which will be held in Lowell on Saturday,
September 23. Delegates will be assigned as follows:

Automatic Delegate (Chair) 0; Male or Non-binary Delegates 3 or 4; Female or Non-binary Delegates 3 or 4; Alternates (2 male
or non-binary, 2 female or non-binary) 4

I encourage anyone who cares about our democracy and making this country a better place for everyone to run as a Delegate! Make your voice heard. Let’s reinvigorate Ward
1! Please feel free to contact me.

For more information, please visit https://massdems.org/massdems-convention/

Expectantly,
Miriam Schwartz, Acting Chair
617-308-6941 - kadima@rcn.com

- N
Massachusetts Department of Public Health offers summer safety guidance

(Continued from page 15)
+ Ensure adequate supervision when children are playing in areas near parked motor vehicles.
If you see a child or animal alone in a hot vehicle, call the police. If they are in distress due to heat, get them out as quickly as possible and call 911 immediately. Remember, all
children ages 12 and under should ride in the back seat, propetly restrained, even during quick errand trips. Infants and toddlers should remain in rear-facing car seats until
they reach the highest weight or height allowed by their car safety seat manufacturer. At a minimum, children should ride rear facing until they are at least 1 year old and weigh
at least 20 pounds. You can find more information on child passenger safety on the DPH website.

Preventing Rabies Exposures

All mammals (animals with fur) can get rabies and there are usually more than 100 rabid animals found every year in Massachusetts. Most of these cases occur in wild animals
like raccoons, skunks, bats, woodchucks, and foxes, but some pets (especially cats) and farm animals also get rabies. People can be exposed to the rabies virus when an infected
animal bites them, or when the animal’s saliva gets into a scratch or the person’s eyes, nose, or mouth. People who are bitten or scratched by an animal, or who find a bat in
a room where someone was sleeping, or with a young child or pet, should call their local board of health or the DPH Division of Epidemiology at 617-983-6800 for advice.
Other rabies prevention steps include:

+ Teach children never to approach animals they don't know — even if they appear friendly.

+ Report any animal that seems sick or injured to the local animal control official.

+ Enjoy wild animals from a distance and do not keep wild animals as pets.
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1675 — Christopher Wren begins work on rebuilding St. Paul's Cathedral in London
after the Great Fire.

olery

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

How do you organize a space party?

You planet.

1834 — C. H. McCormick patents the first practical reaper.

The "Original"
AII Types ve"t Gleaning TO adve rti se in 1900 - Gen. John “Black Jack” Pershing offers amnesty to Filipinos rebelling against
Restaurant Hood Cleaning Th American rule.
Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning € 1915 — Germany uses poison gas for the first time in warfare in the Argonne Forest.
Power Washing SO me I’Vi I Ie 1939 — Baseball legend Lou Gehrig is forced to quit baseball because of amyotrophic

lateral sclerosis—a disease which wastes muscles.

Licensed and Insured o
in Massachusetts Times

We travel all over caII

1945 — Japanese forces on Okinawa surrender to American troops.

1948 — Dr. Peter Goldmark demonstrates his “long-playing” record.

Massachusetts B b b' T 1964 — Three civil rights workers disappear in Meridian, Mississippi.
Call today to find out O O O s o Finckis I s found mot e by s of insaniesfor et
our weeklv specials! — John Hinckley Jr. is found not guilty by reason of insanity for attempting to
Y sp 85 7'488' 5 1 38 assassinate President Ronald Reagan.

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761
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To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.
Let your customers find you in
Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Monica Calvo Realtor®

Real Estate Professional
Cell: 617-605-3308

Email: mcalvo@relocationnewengland.com
Web: remaxpartnersrelocation.com

RE/MAX
PARTNERS RELOCATION

44 Park ST

Andover MA 01810
Each Office Is Ind:

RE/MAY

ly Owned and O

Jusceha LoRusso

\ 017.686.8095

Hascetig's Cab®

Cosbes for att occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes
facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo, Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito, Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland, Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Griminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200
FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

NINASABLE

sell with sable

508.733.8935

Email: Nina.Sable@raveis.com
Web: NinaSable.raveis.com
15 West Central St. | Natick | MA 01760

ﬁ Closed Wednesday

#  Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
P‘ Men & Boys Haircuts

é “Best Somerville Barber”

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

L]

...J'_H}:l |
.>7~"=ql.;i‘rl

Ly
-

* Plumbing < Heating
* Gas Fitting - Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
* Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

WINTER HILL
HOMES
& ﬁﬁ

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHill[Homes.com
www.WinterHillHomes.com

Telephone: Fax:
(617) 625-2244 (617) 625-4350
(617) 625-4344
EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

5 '@4
MESSINA

REALTY COLLECTIVE

Bobbie Toner — Real Estate Consultant
Bobbietoner@aol.com 857 488 5138

Martin B. Dropkin
Attorneys at Law

Fax: 617-625-7315

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times call
Bobbie Toner: 857-488-5138
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- edited by Doug Holder

Barbara Reynolds is a poet and an ad-
junct professor of mathematics at Lesley
University. She has lived in Somerville,
Massachusetts for over thirty years and
frequently takes walks on Somerville Ave-

nue, picking up poems along the way. Her
poems have appeared in Pangyrus, Avocet,
Indolent Books: What Rough Beast, Muddy
River Poetry Review, The Somerville Times, Willowdown Books
anthology Poems from The Lockdown, Riddled with Arrows, and
Somerville Poetry Open 2021: Together In Poetry. Maybe I Can
Dream a Title was nominated for publication in Best of the Net

Anthology by Riddled with Arrows Literary Journal.

Where Some See Blight

Sometimes along this thoroughfare while on a daily walk,
I spy a winter’s hawk, a twilit almond breasted white,

treed high against a skirtless sky

or see in spring amid a drift of French fry fumes
and gasoline, a cagey sparrow’s nest bridged

behind a cafés neon sign.

Below a rusted iron fence along the railroad tracks
communes a patch of common mullein that stretch their necks

to groom their fruited caps,

and there is a place where evergreens, dwarfed and backed by
sooty bricks
spread their wings to touch my offered fingertips

and tickle summer’s naked knees like saucy petticoats.

I hail the heedless brass of cottontails
snitching blades of grass beside the cemetery gates,

ignoring blasts of buses caterwauling by

An Artist with a

At a recent Open Studio Event in Somerville, I came
across an interesting artist, Daniel Coughlin. What
struck me at first was his work with old basketballs.
Coughlin is much more than a basketball artist, and
works with many different objects in his practice.

Doug Holder: How has Somerville been for you
as an artist? What has your experience been like at
the Joy Street Studios?

Daniel Coughlin: Moving to Sometville repre-
sented a significant step forward on my path as an
artist. Prior to finding a space at Joy Street I was liv-
ing in Western Massachusetts where I kept a small
home studio. It was isolating on many levels. After
a short residency in Berlin (Germany) where I was
exposed to a thriving creative community, I realized
interaction with other artists was vital to the artistic
process. Since then, my work has greatly benefited
from access to the larger Somerville arts communi-
ty, epitomized by my neighbors here at Joy Street.
It's all support. At a time of rapid development in
Somerville and the greater Boston area, I hope these
communities and art spaces can continue to thrive.

DH: You studied with Cambridge sculptor, Pe-
ter DeCamp Haines, and he introduced you to the
lost wax bronze casting process. Can you tell us
about the process, and how has it manifested itself
in your work?

DC: Peter provided my first introduction to a pro-
fessional art practice. He shared his creative process
and taught me the importance of developing your
own voice as an artist. He has worked with bronze
for decades and during that time created a language
that allows viewers to immediately recognize and
connect with his art. The lost wax process specifical-
ly, allows an artist a high level of control and accuracy
in re-creating a wax form in bronze. I have created a
number of small bronze works that were an exten-
sion of what I learned while working at Peter's studio
in Cambridge. I look forward to creating a series of
new bronze pieces sometime in the future.

DH: I am particularly interested in your work
with basketballs.

DC: The basketball series represents the search

Somerville's Daniel Coughlin:

The SomervilleTimes
OFF THE SHELF

by Doug Holder

Basketball Jones

for my own artistic process. I've spent years finding,

collecting and organizing a library of diverse items
that reflect my day-to-day built environment. Using
recognizable materials to fabricate structural forms
gives viewers immediate access to my process. Addi-
tionally, each basketball's unique patina — the weath-
ering of the leather surface — conjures the time, place
and histories of these objects. The moment where
form and the context of each object or material meet,
is the layer where I hope to create and exist as an
artist moving forward.

DH: Does your job as an architect inform your
work as a sculptor?

DC: Yes, absolutely. My understanding of form,
scale and material, and the constraints of factors
such as site and space, is a direct result of my archi-
tectural training. These elements show up in most
of my work.

DH: Why should we view your work?

DC: My work explores the built environment
we encounter each day. A new life for a found ob-
ject, a new use for everyday materials, makes us re-
consider our experience in the built world. I hope
my work gives viewers a new way to interpret their

everyday realities.

and I confess succumbing to the carport arbor’s lure
when twining vines balloon their grapes and sail

an august fragrance to seduce my nose.

And always I allow a littered wind to autograph my

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

back

as cunning strips of sunlight seam between facades
of aging stores

and shadow me home.

— Barbara Reynolds




JUNE 21, 2023 23

The SomervilleTimes

" Ssomerville’s annual fireworks display planned for June 29 )

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the City of Somerville will host a Fourth of July fireworks celebration at Trum Field on
Thursday, June 29 (rain date: Friday, June 30).Festivities start at 6:00 p.m. with DJ Philip Tan playing pop, soul, funk,
and other classic tunes, followed by a live performance by local funk band Midnight Motion. Grab a bite from local food
vendors like Nibble Kitchen, Italian Wizard, and more. Fireworks will begin at approximately 9:15 p.m.Please expect
parking restrictions and road closures in the surrounding area. Due to noise and large crowds expected, attendees are ad-
vised to leave pets and unnecessary bags or backpacks at home. All bags and backpacks are subject to inspection. For more
information, please call 311 (617-666-3311) or visit somervilleartscouncil.org/fireworks.Persons with disabilities who
need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (i.e., CART, ASL), written materials in alternative formats, or
reasonable modifications in policies and procedures in order to access the programs, activities, and meetings of the City of
Somerville should please contact Adrienne Pomeroy at 617-625-6600 ext. 2059 or ADA@somervillema.gov.

\_
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criteria are plastic lenses and a lack of
reliable exposure control. Straight Pola-
roid-type images, or images made with
cell phones, digital cameras, or film cam-
eras with full exposure control (such as
the Lomo LC series), will not be consid-
ered. Submit your toy and lo-fi camera
photos by June 27. Juror Ann Jastrab will
review all submitted photos in early July.
Artists whose work is selected for the ex-
hibition will be sent info on where to ship
(or when to drop off) their framed pieces.
Selected work will be hung in one of our
three participating Somerville galleries by
Festival organizers. Juror's decisions will
be emailed around July 24. Selected work
will be due at galleries by August 30. Vis-

it navegallery.org.
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Take a Docent Tour of Old Powder
House, Saturday, June 24, 10:00 a.m.
— 12:00 p.m. Inclement weather cancels
the event. Call 311 (617-666-3311) for
updates and check the city’s calendar:
https://www.somervillema.gov/events
Sponsored by the Somerville Histor-
ic Preservation Commission and the
Somerville Museum. www.somerville-
ma.gov/historicpreservation and http://
somervillemuseum.org.
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With hot summer days ahead the Somer-
ville Homeless Coalition is looking
for essential supplies to help keep those
without a home safe and cool. Whether
it's sunscreen or juice boxes, they have
compiled an Amazon wish list with key
summer items for clients. If you are inter-
ested in donating you can do so through
the link provided or by dropping items off
at their Engagement Center located at 1
Davis Square between Monday and Fri-
day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (closed
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. for lunch). hteps://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2S-
0DQDB8570652ref_=wl_share&fb-

clid=IwAR1ZHXC1Y]Jnbbt36Zicx-
PnsR7pAEJ4dP1rODG5sNovyNzGE-
68py31ENo.
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The Curated Fridge Spring 2023 Clos-
ing Party takes place Saturday, June 24.
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. You can also bring
your prints for the summer 2023 call.
Deadline is approaching. More info here:
https://www.thecuratedfridge.com/Call-
for-Entree.
Don't forget to visit Somerville’s farm-
ers markets. Every Wednesday through
November 22, 12:00 — 6:00 p.m. visit the
Davis Square Farmers Market, across
from American Flatbread at 44 Day
St. Visit: www.massfarmersmarkets.org/
davis. Every Saturday through Octo-
ber 28, 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m., the Union
Square Farmers Market takes place at
66-70 Union Sq. visit: www.unionsquare-
main.org/2023fmseason.
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the
City of Somerville Housing Division
are pleased to announce four afford-
able homeownership opportunities to
income-eligible, first-time homebuyers
through the city’s Inclusionary Housing
Program at The Parkway 395 (395 Ale-
wife Brook Parkway). Two 2-bedroom
units with dens are available to house-
holds with an annual gross income at or
below 80% Area Median Income (AMI)
at price tier P1. One 1-bedroom unit with
a den and one 2-bedroom unit are avail-
able to households with an annual gross
income between 81% AMI and 110%
AMI at price tier P2. Applications are
due by Friday, July 14, at noon. Learn
more and apply at: somervillema.gov/in-
clusionaryhousing.
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Medford St. behind the High School

is one-way in order to accommodate a

temporary Community Path detour.
Westbound vehicle traffic on Medford St.
between Walnut St. and Pearl St. will be
detoured to facilitate installation and use
of these temporary bike lanes. Westbound
traffic will be directed north on Walnut
St. and west on Pearl St. before recon-
necting with Medford St. Eastbound
travel on Medford St. will be maintained
as usual. The detour will be in place 24/7.
https://www.somervillema.gov/depart-
ments/greenline-extension.
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Enjoy live music Fridays at Assembly
Row on The Lawn on alternating Fri-
days through the summer. Hear from lo-
cal bands with a Downeast cider in hand.
Fridays, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
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The City of Somerville’s annual Water
System Flushing Program has begun
and will continue through late Octo-
ber. This annual program flushes pipes
at high velocities to clean water mains
and maintain the highest possible water
quality. Flushing will take place Mon-
days and Thursdays between 6:00 p.m.
and midnight to minimize potential dis-
ruptions to water service. In most cases,
residents will not notice any changes
to their water service. However, some
homes may experience a temporary,
slight drop in water pressure and/or
discolored water. In these cases, though
the water may be discolored, it is safe
to drink. Until the water runs clear, it is
advisable to avoid washing laundry, es-
pecially white fabrics. If any rust stains
appear on wet laundry, it should not be
dried in a dryer machine, and residents
can call 311 (or 617-666-3311 from cell
phones or outside the city) for a free
bottle of rust remover. Residents will be
notified via signage when their neigh-
borhood will be affected by the flushing

program. For more information, please

contact the Water Department at wa-
ter@sometrvillema.gov or 617-625-6600
ext, 5850.
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The Free Lockboxes for Seniors Pro-
gram is intended to provide police,
fire and Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) access to your residence in the
event of an emergency where you are
unable to open the door. A key to your
residence will be stored in a secure met-
al storage de-vice, like a realtor’s lock-
box, at your residence. The access code
to the lockbox will only be available to
police, fire or EMS personnel and used
only during an emergency. The pro-
gram is targeted towards Somerville
residents who live alone and are aged
65+, or those who are disa-bled and/
or suffer from major medical issues at
any age. Individuals living in apart-
ment com-plexes or other facilities with
maintenance staff are not eligible for
this program. For more in-formation,
please contact Debby Higgins at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at
dhig-gins@somervillema.gov.
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Bad artists welcome! Join the Somer-
ville Public Library, 79 Highland Ave.
on Wednesday, June 21, from 6:30 - 8:00
p-m. for an Adult's Cursed Cards craft
night and create haunted, horror-filled
and delightfully unhinged cards to your
twisted heart's content. Presented by
Summer Scares! Registration required:
https://tinyurl.com/5cwhnmk6;  with
questions contact Bethany, bdoane@
somervillema.gov.
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Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.
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CUSTOM

You and Winter Hill Bank

Making it easy to
BANK ON THE GO

e Smartphone or Tablet 24/7
e Fast and Secure

e Find ATMs

® Pay Bills

e Check Balances

e Transfer Funds

e Check Rates

e Manage Your Finances

*Learn more about Mobile Banking
at winterhillbank.com

WINTER HILD)BANK®

517-666-8600 | 800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com
A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
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