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City opposes immigration policy
separating children from parents

By Jim Clark

A resolution was introduced and passed at the 
latest regular meeting of the Somerville Board 
of Alderman last Thursday, June 14, opposing 
the controversial zero tolerance policy imposed 
by the national administration which separates 
children from their parents.

The resolution in full reads as follows:
WHEREAS: The City of Somerville has 

a long history of supporting, valuing and re-
specting immigrants regardless of their im-
migration status; and WHEREAS: The City 
of Somerville believes that families are a core 
and vital building block of the community; and 
WHEREAS: The City of Somerville recogniz-
es that children growing up without their par-
ents(s) suffer lasting negative impacts on their 
development; and WHEREAS: In light of the 
Trump Administration’s 

By Courtney Young

Harmony is defined as “the quality of forming a 
pleasing and consistent whole” and was exhib-
ited as such on Saturday afternoon at Nathan 
Tufts Park as attendees of Joe's Jazz and Blues 
Fest embraced the harmonious atmosphere.

One may think that after the highlights of 
Porchfest nothing could come close, but the 
most recent free Jazz Fest in Powder House 
Square brought the community together to en-
joy the sultry, soulful tunes of regional artists 
stretching from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Featured in the line-up were the talents of 
the Somerville High School Jazz Band, Sug-
ar & The Essential Spice, Jan Marie and the 
Mean Reds, The David Arteaga Quartet, The 
Coffee Grinders, and Erin Harpe and the 
Delta Swingers.

Presented by both Mayor Joseph A. Curatone 
and the Somerville Arts Council, SAC's Grego-
ry Jenkins hosted the six-hour

Harmony applies to life
just as it does to music

Continued on page 4

Joe's Jazz and Blues Fest entertained music lovers last Saturday afternoon in Nathan Tufts Park.
— Photo by Courtney Young

The City of Somerville's Board of Aldermen passed a resolution expressing their opposition to the "zero 
tolerance" measures taken by immigration authorities on the nation's southern border.

Continued on page 13



2••JUNE 20, 2018

So far the July 4th fireworks at Trum Field, which is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 28, as of this week has not been can-
celled. Let’s hope whoever is in charge of the event allows it to 
go on this year as scheduled. But how many want to bet that 
the city fireworks – which are not done on July 4th – will be 
canceled? What will be the excuse? Maybe it’s too hot? You fill 
in the blanks!

*************************
We're asking why the Sunsetters, which was revived by the 
Curtatone administration years ago, is completely cancelled 
this year. That’s too bad for those talented kids and neighbors 
that enjoyed the shows in the various neighborhoods. We won-
der what is going on and why.

*************************
Have you noticed that traffic is getting worse and worse here 
in the city? No matter where you go or when, it's just getting 
to be too much. And now the city wants to build an additional 
9K rental units.

*************************
Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday 
to a great lady and good friend, Gail Chambers, formerly of 
Central Hill but here in the city daily. A great lady and fun to 
talk to, we wish her a fantastic birthday. Happy birthday to 
one of our own who used to write for The Times, Jack Nicas 
is celebrating as well. We wish him a great birthday. Another 
nice guy, a very talented writer and a true journalist, presently 
working for the New York Times. Happy birthday to one of 
the best paralegals both here in the city and most anywhere, 
Paula LeBlanc. A nice lady, who has lots of great stories of 
Somerville’s past and still lives and works here. Happy birth-
day to a great guy, Steven Mirabella, who is from here and 
his family is still here. He's a great electrician as well. We 
remember Steve from years ago when he first started in the 
business. Another happy birthday to local Somerville guy, Joe 
Grafton, a hard worker and a good guy. We hope has a great 
birthday. Happy birthday to Senator Sal DiDomenico, even 
though he doesn’t represent East Somerville anymore, he’s 
still always interested in what is going on. Continued on page 11
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Walnut St. construction will continue 
‘by-right’

BMac says:

Aldermen need to pass the new Zoning so that construction that does not fit the form of the 
neighborhood is harder to get through.
But the won’t because developers do not like it.

LindaS says:

Just another case of developer’s rights over residents, which always comes down to money in the 
end. Developers have it, we don’t, so you know who the city’s going to listen to.
Don’t residents have a “by-right” law, too? If not, why not? Is anything EVER changed here due 
to residents complaining? Someone please tell me if there is, because I personally haven’t heard of 
anything.
They should change the city name from Somerville to “Construction City,” because that’s all you 
ever see these days. Or maybe “Development City,” to cater yet again to developers with big bucks.

Response to: Unable to park in driveway, ready to kill

Harry says:

“Retired officer 96” you sound uneducated. And stop sucking up and running PR. No one cares 
if the construction workers and the cop were mensches or not. You are not winning any brownie 
points by sucking up, so shut up.

Casimir H. Prohosky Jr. says:

“Harry”: You sound like a complete jerk and an idiot. Maybe you’re actually the subject of this 
article?

Retired officer 96 says:

Harry: your remark are idiotic and offensive. I don’t need to suck up to anybody, I was supporting 
my brother officers who were arresting a homophobic assaulter who violated the laws of this state. 
By assuming I’m uneducated tells me your an elitists who assumes everyone else is uneducated. By 
telling me to shut up using this venue tells me your a coward. You probably had some involvement 
with police And it didn’t go your way. Either your a part of the problem or part of the solution. 
Harry you are the problem. There’s an old saying “you can’t put a shine on a pair of sneakers”. Har-
ry you are a pair of sneakers.

Response to: Newstalk – June 13

I'm hearing says:

I’m hearing these pornographic pics of a first time Ward Alderman are vulgar, gross and sure to 
sink his political career. These pictures are sure to be the talk of the town when they surface during 
his re-election campaign.

Villenous says:

I’ve heard a lot of accusations like these supposed pictures over the years. I assume it’s hot air until 
something actually surfaces. There’s really no reason it should wait for the next election. I mean, 
maybe they are real, but maybe it’s all made up.

Matt says:

I often wonder why people focus on what happens in a public figures consensual relationships… if 
you have an issue with policy, lets focus on that. I’d like to think the paper is better than idle gossip.

Courtney O’Keefe says:

I wish you were around when I was an Alderman, Matt. I couldn’t agree more.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes



New funding for Energy Conservation Commission
By Ian Erlichman

In 1630, most of East Somerville was 
coastline, and all of the Inner Belt Dis-
trict was completely submerged. Ac-
cording to National Geographic, this 
area and most all of Boston is built on 
trash, mud, and reallocated hills from 
the surrounding area.

The same article mentions that Boston 
rests on over 5,000 acres of man made 
land, more than any other U.S. city. That 
means Boston, and surrounding cities 
like East Somerville, are uniquely vulner-
able to changes in water level. Confusing-
ly, water table fluctuations in either direc-
tion, up or down, could spell trouble for 
America’s city on the hill. 

But a group of five meet in City hall on 
the fourth Tuesday of every month to 
help solve that problem.

Somerville’s Energy Conservation 
Commission has received a grant of 
“$350,000, one of the highest in the 
whole program,” according to Oliver Sell-
ers-Garcia, the Director of Sustainability 
and Environment, and leading member 
of the commission. 

This newfound funding “will allow 
storm water drain modeling to be done 
at a higher resolution” with smaller drain 
pipes that allows for coverage of more 
streets said Director Sellers-Garcia. The 
commission will use this data to “look at 
the outputs of the model and issue ear-
ly warnings for flood-affected neighbor-
hoods,” he continued.

The model would also investigate the 
water filtration and absorption benefits 
of already present ecosystems, referred 
to as "green infrastructure." A report on 
the benefits of green infrastructure in 
Somerville found that “the total comput-
ed benefit of trees in Somerville includ-
ing both air pollution and storm water is 
$12,945,117.” 

But the Somerville Energy Conserva-
tion Commission does much more than 
flood water analysis. The group worked 
to assess sources of carbon emissions in 
Somerville and brain stormed possible 
alternatives to carbon producing systems.

Soon, the final stage in Somerville’s Cli-
mate Forward Plan will be complete. The 
commission will release an “implemen-
tation heavy initiative” that sets concrete 
goals to move towards the city’s 2050 car-
bon neutrality goal, according to Director 
Sellers-Garcia

The aim to shrink carbon emissions in 
Somerville to a net-zero level by 2050 is 
a goal that Mayor Curtatone admitted 
may be called ambitious, according to the 
Sustainaville website. However, environ-
mental prescience could prevent climate 
change effects like drought, more intense 
storms, and heightened sea level.

The effects of drought and heightened 
sea level hold special significance for 
low-elevation areas like East Somerville 
and Boston. These areas are built on 
man-made land, and more precisely, on 
tall subterranean stilts. When early Bos-
tonians were expanding the surround 

coastline, they need something stiff to 
construct cites on: so, they used stilts. 
These underground poles are used to 
stabilize today’s buildings, linking sur-
face structures to a sturdy layer of clay 
beneath shifting piles of mud and refuse. 

Preserved from degradation by a buffer 
of water, if these century old stilts meet 
air, hungry bacteria would weaken their 
integrity and the surface buildings they 
support. However, some Somerville Citi-
zens are working to prevent this.

The Energy Conservation Commission 
is attempting to stop extreme changes 
in the height of Somerville’s water table 
in either direction, both of which would 
result in disastrous structural damage to 
surface structures. Whether it be storm 
drain analysis and improvement, or try-
ing to prevent the sweeping effects of cli-
mate change, this commission is staying 
true to its goal of “preserving and protect-
ing Somerville’s natural environment.”

Because of that goal’s broadness and 
the commission’s relentless passion for 
preserving the environment, it tackles 
an even larger set of issues than those al-

ready mentioned. These include electric 
vehicle (EV) subsidies, EV charging sta-
tions, renter and landlord energy reform 
solutions, and green infrastructure.

On the automotive front, the commis-
sion is working on “getting EV charging 
stations in more residential areas” to meet 
the needs of Somerville’s burgeoning EV 
market. However, “we don’t want to put 
policies in place that separate more and 
more who get to have an electric vehicle,” 
noted Director Seller-Garcia

The group is also working to gather 
data and focus more programs on the 
renter demographic since “the commis-
sion has taken on a couple projects … 
and they’ve all been orientated toward a 
primarily owner-based population,” said 
one commission member. “Two thirds of 
units are renter occupied in the city and 
we wanted to come up with a suite of 
initiatives that target that population,” 
she continued.

Be sure to stop by the Energy Conserva-
tion Commission monthly meeting, held 
at Somerville City Hall, on the fourth 
Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 p.m.

Several EV charging stations have been installed in the city to date, with even more hopefully on the way 
in the near future.

Management of the height of Somerville’s water table is a top priority for the Commission.
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CPA FY19 Application Workshop
Come learn about the FY19 Community Preservation 
Act application process for historic resources and open 
space/recreational land on Thursday, June 21, 6:00 p.m. 
at the Central Library Conference Room, 79 Highland 
Ave., Somerville.

Learn more at www.somervillema.gov/cpa.

 Follow us on Twitter at @somervilletimes
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By Jim Clark

A case of intentionally mistaken identity
Police received reports of a sto-
len credit card and U.S Passport 
last week. The victim report-
ed his credit card and passport 
missing from his room at Syd-
ney St. location. The victim also 
reported that his credit card 
was used at multiple locations 
throughout the city.

The victim was able to provide 
a list of locations where his card 
was used, furnished by his bank. 

An investigating officer spoke 
with the manager of the Speed-
way gas station on McGrath 
Hwy., who immediately pulled 
video footage of the illegal trans-
action of $205.72.

Police quickly identified the 
suspect as Michael Shippee 
The manager provided the of-
ficer with still photos of the 
transaction, along with a copy 
of the video.

The next location was the Stop 
and Shop on McGrath Hwy. 
The credit card in question was 
charged $65.27 at this location. 
The officer spoke to the store 
manager in regards to obtaining 

video footage of the transaction. 
The manager the officer that he 
would need to make a formal re-
quest to their security company.

The third location was a con-
venience store located on Mystic 
Ave. A store employee provided 
video footage of Shippee once 
again allegedly using the same 
stolen credit card to purchase 
groceries and cigarettes.

Shippee conducted two sep-
arate transactions on this occa-
sion, the first for $36 and the 
second for $107.50. Shippee 
at some point on the same day 
used the credit card at the K2 
Beer and Wine shop on Med-
ford St. The total charged at this 
location was $661.67, and was 
done by two separate transac-
tions on the same visit.

An additional victim in this 
case is the M and M Conve-
nience store on Main St. in 
Somerville. Shippee was re-
portedly able to charge $420 
worth of cigarettes on the card 
with the assistance of the stolen 
U.S. Passport.

The last store on Shippee's 
shopping spree was the Broad-
way Market on Broadway, where 
he successfully charged an addi-
tional $321 in cigarettes.

After leaving the Broadway 
Market, the officer was informed 
by another officer that he would 
be able to contact Shippee if that 
was something he would like 
him to do. The officer explained 
everything that was going on, 
and advised him to place a call to 
Shippee to see if he would like 
to talk.

Moments later the officer 
was informed that Shippee 
was very willing to talk, and he 
would meet the officers at the 
police station.

While at the station wait-
ing for Shippee, the assisting 
officer sent him a text asking 
where he was? Shippee in turn 
called the officer back and ex-
plained that he was at the Rite 
Aid on Broadway in Somer-
ville. An offer was made to pick 
Shippee up due to it raining at 
the time. Shippee accepted the 

offer, and the officers proceed-
ed to the Rite Aid.

Upon arrival, Shippee ap-
proached the officers he was 
asked if they could escort him 
to the police station to have a 
conversation in regards to the 
credit card use.

Once at the station, the offi-
cers escorted Shippee to an au-
dio and video recording room. 
After the recording system was 
activated, Shippee was read his 
rights pursuant to Miranda. 
Shippee reportedly acknowl-
edged that he understood and 
signed a form to that effect.

The investigating officer 
then asked Shippee if he knew 
why he wanted to talk to him. 
He reportedly replied, "The 
credit card."

The officer explained to Ship-
pee how he became involved in 
the case, and would like to hear 
his side of the story. Shippee 
reportedly admitted, on video, 
that he was responsible for the 
charges to the credit card at all 
of the locations.

Shippee at no point denied 
using the card, and in fact 
wanted to pay restitution. Af-
ter a brief interview, Shippee 
explained that he obtained the 
U.S. Passport first, and that is 
what gave him the idea of tak-
ing the credit card.

He reportedly explained that 
the passport was located in the 
common bathroom of their 
rooming house when he took it. 
The credit card was taken next, 
while it sat on the kitchen table. 

Shippee was asked why he 
did what he did, and report-
edly replied, "Because he owes 
me money."

Shippee discarded the credit 
card after it was declined at the 
Stop and Shop, but not before it 
was used successfully.

Shippee was subsequently 
placed under arrest and charged 
with larceny from a building, 
larceny under $1200, receiving 
a stolen credit card, identity 
fraud, forgery of document, 
and improper use of credit 
card under $1200.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG
Arrests:

Michael Shippee, of 54 
Sydney St., June 13, 3:59 
p.m., arrested at Washing-

ton St. on charges of larceny 
from a building, larceny un-
der $1200, receiving a stolen 
credit card, identity fraud, 

forgery of document, and im-
proper use of credit card un-
der $1200.

Samuel Vilsaint, of 14 Har-

vard St., Dorchester, June 16, 
2:17 p.m., arrested at Wash-
ington St. on charges of larceny 
from a building, larceny under 

$1200, receiving a stolen credit 
card, identity fraud, forgery of 
document, and improper use of 
credit card under $1200.

far-reaching Zero Tolerance 
Policy which separates children 
and their families, threaten-
ing the moral core of our na-
tion; and WHEREAS: The 
City of Somerville recognizes 
the United Nations’ position 
that the Zero Tolerance Pol-
icy violates international law; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED: That the Mayor 
of Somerville and Somerville’s 
Board of Aldermen affirm the 
rights of all families, regard-
less of immigration status to be 
together; AND BE IT FUR-
THER RESOLVED: That 
the Mayor of Somerville and 
Somerville’s Board of Aldermen 
support the elimination of the 
Zero Tolerance Policy that sepa-

rates families and mentally abus-
es people; AND BE IT FUR-
THER RESOLVED: That the 
City Clerk forward a copy of 
this Resolution to Congressman 
Michael Capuano and Senators 
Edward Markey and Elizabeth 
Warren on behalf of the Board 
of Aldermen and the Mayor of 
Somerville.
Speaking in favor of the resolu-
tion, Ward 1 Alderman Matthew 
McLaughlin said, "Today is a day 
of the week, so it's a friendly re-
minder that the Trump adminis-
tration is out of control, and that 
nothing that is happening here 
is normal. I was asked to submit 
this resolution and I support it. 
The zero tolerance policy, which 
I'm sure everyone has seen, chil-

dren separated from their par-
ents, put in cages like animals. 
Boston Cardinal O'Malley has 
said that this is morally unaccept-
able, and this is just a reminder 
that the new normal is not nor-
mal or acceptable."
Ben Echevarria from the Wel-
come Project addressed the 
Board on the matter saying, 
"The first thing I want to do is 
to actually apologize. Zero tol-
erance policy, when it first came 
out, myself - like so many others 
– were like well, let's play a wait 
and see game. Is this for real? 
Is this not for real? And what's 
happened is – and continues 
to happen – is just heartbreak-
ing. Every day we're seeing and 
hearing from all over this coun-

try families that are being torn 
apart. I was connected with a 
group where Ohio just had the 
raids over the weekend, and lit-
erally I was talking to people 
who were telling me they have 
no idea where their children are. 
None whatsoever. Now, so many 
of you all are parents. Can you 
imagine just because,for some 
unknown reason, that you just 
passed an imaginary border, 
your child is taken away from 
you. You have no idea where 
they are. You don't know if 
they're safe. You don't know any-
thing. And you still have infront 
of you you're still in detention, 
you're still trying to figure out 
what's going on there. Now you 
have this whole other situation 

going on. So for me it's just been 
so heartbreaking. I hear these 
stories over and over again. And 
to hear it today, and literally 
while I was out at another event 
in Framingham, talking to the 
Brazilian community and hear-
ing their stories. And all I can 
say is it's time that we start to 
do something. And the way we 
do that is by municipalities like 
Somerville taking a stand, and 
pushing other municipalities to 
do the same. And then you push 
the state, and the the state starts 
pushing other states. Because 
the only way we're going to fix 
this is if we begin to say enough 
is enough. And that's what this 
is about. It's just saying enough 
is enough."

City opposes immigration policy separating children from parents   
CONT. FROM PG 1



Bunker Hill Monument Tradition continues
By Donald Norton

The members of King Solo-
mon’s Lodge A.F. & A.M. of 
Highland Avenue Somerville 
joined together in Charlestown 
this past Sunday, June 17, to 
commemorate not only the 
battle of Bunker Hill, but the 
monument itself. The annual 
ceremony for the monument 
took place before a good crowd 
of townie’s and visitors.

In 1794, Farmer Russell deed-
ed the land where the monu-
ment is today to King Solo-
mon’s Masonic Lodge, which 
at the time met at the Warren 
Tavern in Thompson Square. 

The deed was signed by Gover-
nor Samuel Adams.

The monument was built by 
the lodge in memory of the 
many who died at the battle, but 
in particular Maj. General Jo-
seph Warren, who at the time of 
the battle was the Grand Master 
of Masons in Massachusetts.

The lodge was chartered Sep-
tember 5, 1783, just two days af-
ter the signing of the peace trea-
ty for independence from Great 
Britain. At that time, Somerville 
was a continuation of Charles-
town beyond the Neck, until it 
broke away in the early 1800’s.

King Solomon’s Lodge moved 
to Somerville and built a beau-

tiful Masonic Lodge Hall at 
Gilman Square on the corner of 
Pearl and Marshall streets, until 
the second fire in 1969 destroyed 
the building beyond repair.

The lodge is now located now 
at 125 Highland Avenue (rear) 
in Somerville and is growing 
steadily. Every year the lodge 
celebrates those that died in the 
battle and lately has joined forc-
es with the Bunker Hill Monu-
ment Association.

For more information on the 
lodge, they will be rolling out a 
new website over the summer: 
www.kingsolomonslodge.com, 
but you can see it as well on 
Facebook.
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Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos — Photos by Frank J. Kautz II
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
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Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local senators and representatives’ votes on roll 
calls from the week of June 4-8.

NO ROLL CALL ON “RED FLAG” GUN BILL (H 
4517)
Senate approved, without a roll call vote, a bill that 
would allow family or household members to petition 
the courts to issue an extreme risk protection order 
(ERPO) that would suspend a person’s license to carry 
a firearm and order him or her to surrender his or her 
firearms and ammunition if he or she is believed to be a 
danger to themselves or others.

It takes only seven of the Senate’s current 48 members to 
request a roll call vote. Not one senator made a motion 
to have a roll call on the bill.

Beacon Hill Roll Call emailed all 38 senators and asked 
why they didn’t request a roll call on the bill. Only four 
senators responded.

“It’s my understanding that there will be a roll call on the 
final step which is enactment,” said Sen. Barbara L’Ital-
ien (D-Andover).

“Customarily the sponsor of the bill or amendment 
would request a roll call base on knowing if there is suf-
ficient support for such request,” said Sen. Dean Tran 
(R-Leominster).

“No senator requested a roll call but it is possible 
there will be one upon enactment,” responded Rich-
ard Powell, chief of staff  for Sen. Cynthia Creem 
(D-Newton).

Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives (D-Newburyport) did at-
tempt to reach us by phone but was unsuccessful.

“I applaud the Senate’s historic vote on the House 
ERPO legislation,” said John Rosenthal, the co-found-
er and chair of the group Stop Handgun Violence. 
“When signed by Governor Baker, this new law will 
save lives and countless grief from preventable gun vi-
olence and suicides in the commonwealth. Thanks to 
bipartisan leadership over the past 20 years, Massachu-
setts has enacted the most effective gun laws and has 
the lowest gun death rate in the nation. This new com-
mon-sense gun violence prevention law will further 
prove that gun laws work without any inconvenience to 
law abiding gun owners.”

“I’m proud of the work done with my colleagues to pass a 
bill which will save lives. It was important that I worked 
with people across the commonwealth to achieve this,” 
said Rep. Marjorie Decker (D-Cambridge) the original 
author of the bill. “The role of young people and students 
in advocating for the bill is not to be missed.”

“We had an historic opportunity to really address 
suicide and mental health,” said Jim Wallace, Exec-
utive Director of the Gun Owners Action League of 
Massachusetts, the local affiliate of the National Rifle 
Association. “I think suicide will continue to increase 
because we lost the opportunity to have a positive ef-
fect in reducing it and unfortunately this turned into a 
gun debate rather than a mental health project. Very 
few suicides in Massachusetts are gun-related, and law-

makers passed up a chance to actually do something 
about suicide. We tried in vain to put together a lot of 
mental health things that would have vastly improved 
the bill that stands before us now.”
Wallace added that there are also still several due pro-
cess and property rights issues. He said he tried to fix all 
of those things but the proponents rejected them.

The House has approved a different version of the pro-
posal and the Senate version now goes to the House for 
consideration.

INVEST $472 MILLION IN BIOTECH INDUS-
TRY (H 4572)
House 145-3, Senate 33-5, approved and Gov. Charlie 
Baker signed into law a bill that would authorize $472 
million in bonds for the Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Investment Fund with an emphasis on capital grants to 
increase diversity and opportunity in the Bay State life sci-
ences and biotech industries. The bill is aimed at contin-
ued job growth through capital grants that advance educa-
tion, workforce development, early-stage company growth 
through spaces dedicated to life sciences companies, ad-
vanced bio-manufacturing and scientific innovation.

Provisions include $47 million for an integrated bio-
technology and precision manufacturing research and 
training facility at the University of Massachusetts Am-
herst; $10 million for grants to community colleges or 
vocational-technical schools that collaborate with the 
industry; an increase from $25 million to $30 million 
annually in the statutory cap on the Life Sciences Tax 
Incentive Program; and other tax incentives.

Supporters said the $650 million of state money invest-
ed in the biotech industry in the past decade has gener-
ated about $4.3 billion in economic activity and created 
thousands of new jobs. They said this package should 
result in similar economic development and jobs

Opponents said the state should be investing in educa-
tion, affordable housing, transportation, human services 
and health care instead of the bio tech industry. They 
argued expanding an unnecessary corporate tax break is 
done at the expense of other more worthwhile programs 
and is not necessary for the expansion of the life sciences 
industry.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber Didn't Vote
 Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
 Rep. Denise Provost Yes
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

PROTECT ANIMALS (H 4565)
House 147-0, approved a bill to protect the health 
and safety of animals. Provisions include requir-
ing that animal abuse be reported by employees of 
the Department of Children and Families, the De-
partment of Elder Affairs and the Disabled Persons 
Protection Commission in the course of their work; 
increasing prison terms and fines for abuse of an ani-
mal; prohibiting anyone from having sex with an an-
imal; prohibiting the drowning of animals; repealing 
a current requirement that animals involved in illegal 
animal fighting automatically be killed and instead 
creating other options for these animals; prohibiting 
insurance companies from refusing insurance cover-
age and housing authorities from refusing to rent to a 
potential renter based on a specific breed; and requir-
ing property owners and landlords to check property 

for abandoned animals within three days following a 
foreclosure or end of tenancy. Supporters said the bill 
is long overdue and will protect many animals from in-
jury, abuse and death. “Protecting the welfare of animals 
is embedded in our values as a commonwealth,” said 
House Ways and Means chair Jeff Sanchez (D-Boston). 
“Animal welfare reflects the broader public safety con-
cerns at the center of many conversations today.” San-
chez continued, “Current research conducted by North-
eastern University and the MSCPA shows compelling 
evidence for the link between animal abuse and violence 
toward humans. The study found a person who com-
mitted animal abuse is five times more likely to commit 
violence against people.”

The Senate has approved a different version of the bill 
and the House version now goes to the Senate for con-
sideration.

(A "Yes" vote is for the bill).

 Rep. Christine Barber Didn't Vote
 Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
 Rep. Denise Provost Yes

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

AGE FOR POLICE AND FIRE (S 2011) – Exempts 
all veterans from the law that prohibits anyone 32 or 
older from being appointed as a police officer or fire-
fighter. The bill does not establish any age limit. Current 
law only allows veterans to be appointed up to age 36 by 
using one year for each year, up to four years, that they 
served in the military.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of June 4-8, the House met for a total 
of five hours and 23 minutes while the Senate met for a 
total of 13 hours and 13 minutes.

Mon. June 4 House 11:03 a.m. to 11:37 a.m.
 Senate 11:16 a.m. to 5:12 p.m.

Tues. June 5 No House session.
 Senate 11:12 a.m. to 11:36 a.m.

Wed. June 6 House 11:01 a.m. to 3:42 p.m.
 Senate 11:18 a.m. to 2:29 p.m.

Thurs. June 7 House 11:03 a.m. to 11:11 a.m. 
 Senate 11:13 a.m. to  3:19 p.m. 

Fri. June 8 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

NOTE: Due to a delay in receiving this week's Beacon Hill Roll 
Call, we are repeating last week's edition here. Got to our web-
site at www.thesomervilletimes.com to view the latest report.



JUNE 20, 2018••7

City honors retiring SHC director
By Jim Clark

The Somerville Board of Alder-
men issued a citation of com-
mendation to the retiring Direc-
tor of the Somerville Homeless 
Coalition, Mark Alston-Follans-
bee, at their latest regular meet-
ing on Thursday, June 14.

In presenting the citation to 
Alston-Follansbee, Ward 6 
Alderman Lance Davis said, " 
"As most of you know, Mark 
Alston-Follansbee is retiring 
at the end of this month. Mark 
has been working to help people 
find and stay in their homes for 
30 years, and in the last 18 years 
as Executive Director of the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition. 
In this time, Mark helped thou-
sands of people, and under his 
leadership the Homeless Coali-
tion has become one of the most 
respected and effective organiza-
tions of its kind in the region."

Davis went on to say, "That 
work and that reputation en-
abled the organization to get 
through difficult times and 
continue to serve its mission 
throughout. Now, Mark leaves 
the Somerville Homeless Coali-
tion on solid footing and poised 
to continue the critical work that 
he has so passionately champi-
oned for the last 18 years."

"It is impossible to talk with 
Mark about the issues facing so 
many in our community with-
out feeling simultaneously angry, 
inspired, and motivated," Davis 
continued. " That's what moti-
vated me to become involved in 
the Homeless Coalition years 
ago when it played a very signif-
icant role in my decision to run 
for office and try and tackle big-
ger solutions. And while that in-
spiration is a big part of Mark's 
legacy, what I'll remember just as 
well is his sharp wit, and world 
class irreverence."

In closing, Davis said, "I truly 
hope that we'll continue to see 
Mark around the city in the 
coming years, whether that's at 
a Homeless Coalition event, in 
Davis Square on Thanksgiving 
morning dressed head to toe as a 
turkey, or standing right here in 

this spot advocating for the next 
policy initiative that will help 
put people into homes."

Davis the read the citation 
aloud as follows: Commending 
Mark Alston-Follansbee, who 
is retiring after 18 years of dis-
tinguished service as Director 
of the Somerville Homeless Co-
alition. Be it hereby known to 
all that the Somerville Board of 
Aldermen and Mayor offer their 
sincerest commendations to 
Mark Alston-Follansbee on the 

auspicious occasion of his retire-
ment after 18 years of dedicated 
service as Executive Director of 
the Somerville Homeless Coali-
tion. Mark has also volunteered 
untold hours to the Somerville 
community as a co-founder of 
the Food Security Coalition 
and a member of Somervision, 
the Sustainable Neighbor-
hoods Working Group, and the 
Somerville Rotary Club. The 
Aldermen and the Mayor ex-
tend their best wishes for a hap-

py retirement and continuing 
success in all endeavors. Offered 
this 14th day of June, 2018.

Following the presentation of 
the citation, Alston-Follansbee 
thanked the Board and said, "It's 
always a little strange to me to 
have personal recognition be-
cause, of course, even though in 
some ways I'm the public face of 
the Homeless Coalition, there 
are a lot of people that are do-
ing the hard work every day that 
make the

Mark Alston-Follansbee received a citation of commendation from the Board of Aldermen citing his many years of service to the 
homeless community in Somerville upon the occasion of his retirement.

"We have people 
coming into our
office every day 

who are struggling 
to be here, who 

were born here...

Continued on page 16
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Remnant Brewing
Somerville has a new brewery in 
town! A great addition to the Bow 
Market Plaza. The brewery opened in 
mid-May and currently offer 5 beers 
at a time that will rotate out for new 
ones to try.

Typically, you will find IPA’s like 
Clip Art-Citra and Exam Room 2, a 
New England style IPA, both crisp, 
refreshing and just enough bitterness 
that would be expected of these styles 
of IPA’s. If you’re looking a dark ale 
that has great flavor and is surpris-
ingly light, you may want to try the 
Beginners Mind, brewed with mosa-
ic and Idaho 7 hops. And for those 
looking for a lighter style ale they offer 
the Bow Street Session, light tropical 
nose and Lightform Farmhouse Gose 
with peach notes.

In the morning you can expect to 
pick up a pastry or muffin to go with a 
specialty coffee using beans from Bar-
rington Coffee Roasting Company. 
For those of you who are Nitro Coffee 
fans, they offer that too.

You can enjoy your beverages either 
indoors or in the designated area on 
the plaza. The staff is friendly and 
knowledgeable about the beverages 
they serve. Check out the brewery 
website and calendar for featured food 
vendors, movie night, trivia, comedy, 
and even yoga on Saturday mornings. 
The information can be found here 
remnantsomerville.com. 

The plaza consists of multiple re-
tail shops and food vendor pop-ups. 
For more information on the what 
shops are open, go to bowmarket-
somerville.com.

Remnant Brewing
2 Bow Market Way
Somerville, MA 02143
Union Square
617-764-0641

Mon. – Wed. 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Thurs. – Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Sun. 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
______________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

ESCS Moving On ceremony
The East Somerville Community School’s annual Moving On ceremony took place on Friday, June 15. Kindergartners held the hands of 8th graders and walked them 
into the auditorium as a symbol of leading them onto the next part of their life, high school. Superintendent of Schools Mary Skipper was in attendance.

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos — Photos by Claudia Ferro



Sophia Carafotes retires from
teaching after 34 Years

By Rebecca Danvers

Sophia Carafotes grew up in 
Somerville with her parents 
Charles and Mary, both now de-
ceased, and her siblings, James, 
a Dunkin' Donuts franchise 
owner; Paul, an actor, director 
and writer in California; Vic-
toria, who teaches grade 6 at 
West Somerville Neighborhood 
School; Margo, who was also a 
business teacher at Somerville 
High School, though now de-
ceased since 2011; and Steph-
anie, a yoga instructor. Both 
sets of grandparents and many 
aunts, uncles and cousins were 
only streets away.

Carafotes attended Somer-
ville Public School beginning 
her education at the old Cutler 
School, then to Western Ju-
nior High School, ending up at 
Somerville High School. She 
was thoroughly involved with 
the music department where her 
mother, Mary Carafotes, con-
ducted the many choruses and 
shows she performed in and and 
accompanied on the piano. She 
also played the clarinet in the 
marching band, oboe in concert 
orchestra and electric keyboard 
in stage band. 

In 1976, Carafotes then 
went off to Boston University 
and while there entered a lo-
cal contest and became Miss 
Somerville.

She graduated in 1980 and 
substitute taught in Somerville. 
A few years after that, she land-
ed a teaching job at the Winter 
Hill Community School in Sep-

tember 1984, where she taught 
grade 7 English, and put on 
many Broadway musicals after 
school including West Side Sto-
ry, Annie, Oliver, HMS Pinafore, 
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Give 
My Regards to Broadway, Little 
Red Riding Hood, Charlie Brown 
Christmas, and The Pilgrims Ar-
rival, just to name a few. Her 
brother Paul was awarded the 
key to the city and her mom 
had a music room named after 
her. It’s no wonder that Cara-
fotes comes from a very talent-
ed family where music was the 
driving force that she used in 
her teaching. 

About 15 years into her career, 
Sophia went on to get her Mas-
ters Degree in Computers in 
Education, and soon after that 
she taught the Technology Class 
at the WHCS for seven years. 
After that job she took a grade 
5 position where she then trans-
ferred over to West Somerville 
Neighborhood School in a grade 
5 classroom and has finished her 
career in. Carafotes also taught 
English and a Computer Course 
up at the Somerville Adult Eve-
ning School, where she also 
served as the last principal of the 
program for seven years.

Carafotes has been an active 
member of any faculty she has 
served on, being involved with 
the PTA, School Councils, ILT, 
After School Tutoring Pro-
grams, Multi Cultural Events, 
after school drama, comput-
er and newspaper clubs and 
DARTS (Days In The Arts 
with Boston Symphony Orches-

tra). She tried to make learning 
fun bringing her background in 
music to the foreground of her 
students education. 

Carafotes was voted best 
teacher and principal in The 

Somerville Times newspaper 
and her students still visit her 
to reminisce about the mem-
ories made in the classroom, 
on the numerous field trips in-
cluding a couple of week-long 

stays at Natures Classroom, 
the many plays and talent show 
performances, as well as the an-
imated lessons in class.

Sophia has also mentored 
many student

Retiring Somerville school teacher Sophia Carafotes (center) was recently honored by her friends and family at a retirement 
party held on her behalf.

JUNE 20, 2018••9

Sally O’Brien’s
335 Somerville Ave.

617-666-3589

Monday June 25
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Comedy   7 p.m.

Marley Monday with The Duppy Conquerors   reggae
10 p.m.

Tuesday June 26
SYM Tuesdays   $5 cover   8 p.m.

Wednesday June 27
Free Poker, lots of prizes!   8 p.m.

Thursday June 28
Spring Hill Rounders   grassy Thursdays   7:30 p.m.

Friday June 29
Hashtag Hoedown   6 p.m.

The Hi-End, Fireking, Natty D's
$10 cover   9:30 p.m.

Saturday June 30
Tim Gearan Band   6 p.m.

Natalie Flanagan, Emily Grogan Band,
Lily Black   9 p.m.

Sunday July 1
TBA

www.sallyobriensbar.com

Continued on page 16
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Be Somerville

By Joseph A. Curtatone

A monthly look at ways to get in-
volved with your city: Don’t just 
live in Somerville, be Somerville!

Short-term Rentals Communi-
ty Discussion #2 RESCHED-
ULED for July 19
With the growing popularity of 
home-sharing and short-term 
rentals, the City is revisiting its 
policies and regulations. Join us 
for a community meeting where 
City staff will review current 
short-term rental regulations 
and lead a discussion about fu-

ture regulation options. The first 
meeting was held on June 14, 
and a second was planned for 
June 21, however that meeting 
has been rescheduled for Thurs-
day, July 19, from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
the Argenizano School Cafete-
ria, 290 Washington St.

SHS Parking Changes Com-
munity Meeting #2, June 20 
With construction on the new 
Somerville High School under-
way and set to ramp up in the 
summer months, gradual chang-
es to parking options on the 
Central Hill Campus and the 
surrounding public streets have 
begun. Join us for the second in 
a series of public quarterly meet-
ings where updates about parking 
changes, new data collection, and 
strategies for impact mitigation 
will be discussed. For more infor-
mation, and to provide feedback 
via an online form, visit www.
somervillema.gov/shsparking. 

When/where: Wednesday, 
June 20, at 6 p.m. in the Somer-
ville Public Library Auditorium, 
79 Highland Ave.

Community Preservation Act 
FY19 Application Workshop, 
June 21 
Come learn about the Fiscal Year 
2019 CPA application process 
for historic resources and open 
space/recreational land. For 
more information, visit www.
somervillema.gov/cpa. 

When/where: Thursday, June 
21, at 6 p.m. in the Somer-
ville Public Library Conference 
Room, 79 Highland Ave.

Green Line Extension Bridge 
Closure Drop-in Q&A, June 23 
On Saturday, June 23, City and 
GLX project staff will be set 
up at a table in Ball Square to 
provide information and an-
swer any questions regarding 
the proposed bridge closures 

associated with the Green Line 
Extension project. Based on cur-
rent proposals by MassDOT, 
the MBTA, and GLX Con-
structors, the Broadway Bridge 
in Ball Square would be the first 
of seven planned bridge closures, 
and would close to all traffic for 
one year beginning in fall 2018. 
More information is available at 
www.somervillema.gov/glx, or 
www.greenlinextension.org. 

When/where: Saturday, June 23, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., on the sidewalk 
in front of Blue Cloud Gallery and 
True Grounds, 713 Broadway.

BOA Public Hearing on City 
Budget, June 26
The Board of Aldermen’s Com-
mittee on Finance will hold a 
public hearing for input on the 
City’s proposed Fiscal year 2019 
budget. For more information 
on the proposed budget, vis-
it www.somervillema.gov/fy-
19budget. 

When/where: Tuesday, June 
26, at 6 p.m. in the Aldermanic 
Chambers on the second floor of 
City Hall, 93 Highland Ave.

City Alerts 
Get important City notifications 
for snow emergencies, construc-
tion, detours, and other public 
safety matters delivered to your 
phone (voice and text) and/or 
your email. Sign up for alerts at 
www.somervillema.gov/alerts.

City Newsletter  
For weekly updates on city cul-
tural and civic events, City ser-
vices, job openings, and more, 
sign up for the City e-newslet-
ter at www.somervillema.gov/
newsletter.

City Calendar 
Look up city events and meet-
ings (as well as agendas and 
minutes) 24/7 on the City cal-
endar at www.somervillema.gov.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or 
staff. Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to News@TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway, Somerville, 
MA 02144. The Somerville Times Reserves the right to edit letters for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact information. Contact information will not 
be shared with the public. We look forward to hearing from you.

Dear Editor,
As the Times reported a couple years ago 
(“The Plastic Bag Ban Begins” Sept. 7, 
2016), Somerville has taken an admirable 
step in banning plastic bags.

As a society and a state, we need to go 
further in our reduction of single use 
plastic - particularly polystyrene, one of 

the most harmful forms of plastic pol-
lution. Our waste is killing our wildlife. 
Our economy encourages us to make, use 
and toss at the greatest possible speed. 

Often, we don’t think twice about get-
ting our coffee to-go in a foam cup, or 
food in a foam takeout container. Cur-
rently, 70 million plastic foam cups are 

estimated to be disposed by Americans 
every day. Of these, about one-third end 
up in waterways: rivers, lakes and espe-
cially oceans.

This polystyrene foam doesn’t degrade; 
polystyrene microplastics in our oceans 
and waterways are killing wildlife in 
scores and finding their way into our 

drinking water and even seafood. To pro-
tect our wildlife and our waterways we 
need to dramatically reduce our plastic 
waste and we can start by banning foam 
cups and takeout containers here in Mas-
sachusetts.
Jake Taber
Somerville

UDPATE: Community Path (Buena Vista Rd. to Cambridge Line) 
to close for drainage, retaining wall repairs beginning June 24

This portion of the path expected to be closed for approximately three months during excavation. Detour routes available at www.somervillema.gov/detours

A new date for the closure of a portion of the Community Path (Buena Vista Road to the Cambridge 
City line) has been announced. The closure is now set to begin on June 24, 2018, and will last for 
approximately three months.

This portion of the Community Path will undergo much-anticipated repairs to the drainage system 
and to a retaining wall to address recurring flooding issues and to improve safety along the path. Bi-
cycle and pedestrian traffic will be detoured for approximately three months as crews excavate in this 
area. Detour routes can be found at www.somervillema.gov/CommunityPathClosure and temporary 
signage will be posted along this section of the path.

In total, the project is expected to last through early September, and the path will be repaved to a final 
condition in November, though an interim pavement layer will be installed at the completion of the 
project for the duration of the winter. The project will include replacement of catch basins as well as 
installation of new sections of drain pipe along this section of the Path. Additionally, the retaining wall 
in this area will be upgraded during construction. Work hours for this project will be Monday through 
Friday, 7 a.m. until approximately 4 p.m., unless otherwise noted. While work is being conducted to 
the retaining wall on the south side of the path, contractors do not anticipate needing access to private 
properties, though all abutters will be notified prior to the start of work in November.

If you have questions about impacts to your property, contact the Somerville Engineering Depart-
ment at 617-625-6600 ext. 5400. For more information and updates about this project, visit www.
somervillema.gov/CommunityPathClosure.
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We wish him the very best. Happy birth-
day as well to all the others we may have 
missed and, yes, there are a few more out 
there. We sincerely wish them the very 
best of birthdays.

*************************
Somerville's one and only best waitress 
in town, Patty Oppedisano, is back 
and we are told her followers have been 
checking in on Sundays at Sound Bites 
in Ball Square. She's the best waitress 
in Somerville in our book and in many 
others. We’re glad she's still around most 
of the time. Her new job is different and 
takes her all over the country sometimes, 
but she knows home is Somerville and 
now you can catch her on Sundays.

*************************
Another one to add to the list of cancel-
lations is the Taste of Somerville last 
Wednesday evening. We guess the fore-
casters picked rain but the rain decided 
not to come, yet it was cancelled. Now, 
it was supposed to be held in Powder-
house Park last week, but why not the 
Armory or Holiday Inn? So, because 
of rain forecast those making plans and 
wanted to attend couldn’t. It's been re-
scheduled to tonight, Wednesday.

*************************
Our good friend Irving Johansen is back 

home recuperating from his recent stay 
in the hospital. He’s doing better, and 
some of his friends got together this 
week and had lunch at his house. He 
loved it and was grateful to see everyone.

*************************
Patty Norton is home from the hospital 
and has foregone the quadruple bypass, 
but is being well taken care of. Same for 
our friend Ross Blouin. He’s been in and 
out of Mt. Auburn, but he’s home now 
and hopefully on the mend as well.

*************************
Congratulations to local commercial 
“ace” real estate broker Bernard Gib-
bons, who recently married his longtime 
friend Stacy Woods. We wish them the 
very best and many long years of happi-
ness and friendship.

*************************
As you can see, we did a story on one of 
our favorite teachers, who has decided to 
retire. Sophia Carafotes, after 34 years 
of teaching in Somerville, has decided 
to retire and is considering a retirement 
career. We think she would do great in 
real estate. She’s very popular with many 
here in the city. Wish her well when 
you see her around Somerville. Read all 
about her many years as a teacher right 
here exclusively in The Somerville Times.

*************************
Miss watching the Board of Alderman 
meetings on TV? You can view them in 
their entirety on Comcast channel 22, 
as well as on YouTube. Watch your city 
at work and see how these dedicated 
members of our community are serving 
you, the public. We can’t say this enough, 
watch the meetings on either cable 
broadcast live, or go online to YouTube 
to watch them. You will find some pretty 
hysterical information there about what’s 
happening in the city. This should be re-
quired viewing for everyone who cares 
about what is happening here. Even the 
committee meetings are online. After 
all, the Board of Aldermen is voting to 
spend your money. Wow, the raises some 
department heads are getting. Of course, 
those friendly with the mayor are the 
ones that are getting huge ones.

*************************
Earlier this month, the Winter Hill 
Yacht Club hosted the monthly Somer-
ville Chamber of Commerce after busi-
ness hours social. Some who were there 
looked around and took notice of how 
nice the place was and what it would look 
like if it was turned over to the residents 
of Somerville as a public marina. Right 
there on prime land in Assembly Square, 

a nice marina for the public. How does 
that sound? Especially since we hear their 
membership of Somerville residents is 
very low compared to the total number 
of those who are in the club presently. We 
think the city's aldermen should move on 
a proposal to take over the so called club. 
It would make a great addition to the city. 
After all, it is on state owned property, 
leased with certain conditions and a yearly 
fee, whatever that is, in our opinion.

*************************
Have you thought you’d like to do some 
writing, a little story about Somerville as 
either a newbie or Villen? We have about 
80K people and we would love to hear 
about your adventures here in the city. 
Maybe you want to write about a partic-
ular subject like our Bob Doherty and 
Dorothy DiMarzio, or like when Jim-
my Del Ponte wrote his stories about 
the city (hey, that’s an idea maybe we can 
talk him into a little writing again). Or 
maybe you’d like to express your opinion 
like Bill Shelton, as many others have 
over the years. Not just the politicians, 
but those from our community. Give us 
a call at 617-666-4010 or email news@
thesomervilletimes.com and tell us 
about your idea. We would love to tell it 
to the rest of Somerville.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
Uh-oh, it looks like it's that time again. 
City officials must work together to ham-
mer out a budget for the fiscal year 2019, 
one that comes as close as possible to 
serving the wants and needs of as many 
of us as is practical and doable.

Naturally, a lot of debate and discussion 
will take place as diverse interests push 
and pull their way into and back out of 
the strident stances each will assume.

General government, public safety, 
culture and recreation, pensions, debt 
service, schools, overlay reserve, state as-
sessments, and other miscellaneous ex-
penditures are all part of the big picture.

Serious issues face the city, and how 
we manage the financial resources we 
have is as important now as it ever was 
before. There are ongoing problems to be 
confronted and public safety issues to be 

carefully considered. Adequate funding is 
needed for emergency management, fire, 
fire alarm, police/911, and police/animal 
control. How do we best allocate these 
funds for police and fire protection? For 
health and education? What about the 
affordable housing issue?

It’s a massive, complicated job, seeking 
out the big picture, seeing it clearly and 
then applying good sense in whatever fi-

nal plans may come from it. No simple 
task in the least.

The average citizen should get into the 
process too. The upcoming Public Hear-
ing before the Board of Aldermen’s Com-
mittee on Finance on Tuesday, June 26, 
6:00 p.m. in the Aldermen’s Chambers, 
City Hall, is just about the best place to 
voice your concerns and suggestions.

After all, whose money is it, really?
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WSNS potluck 
dinner

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos Photos by Claudia Ferro

A potluck dinner was held at the West Somerville Neighborhood 
School for the afterschool program on Thursday, June 7.

The kids in the program performed for all those attending.
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Harmony 
applies to 
life just as 
it does to 
music

Photos by Courtney Young

jam-fest to support local artists and the com-
munity of Somerville's interest in the arts. 
"Somerville has a lot of diversity. Ethnic, socio-
economic, and anything pertaining to the arts," 
he stated about the unique community that 
Somerville is. 

Charlie McLaren of Somerville High School 
certainly does his part to support the arts and 
the community, as well as the youth in the area. 
As the guitar teacher and jazz band director at 
the high school, he reiterates that "music brings 
people together and more."

Chris Botelho, the band manager and drum-
mer of Sugar and the Essential Spice, relays 
that their band is known for its great cover 
renditions of lesser known classic artists, but 
is working on writing and releasing their own 
original music within the next year. "Playing 
the music we love with fellow musicians we 
admire and respect and performing for people 
who love what we do and respond positively to 
us ... that’s fulfillment," Botelho said on behalf 
of the band, composed of Todd Michael Smith 
(guitar/vocals), Shanell "Sugar" (lead vocals), 
Andrew Jones (bass), and Anthony C. Grant 
(keyboard/sax/vocals). Continued on page 17
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SPORTS

SYSL teams in postseason action
By Jake Wilson

Last weekend saw five Somer-
ville Youth Soccer League teams 
play in the postseason. The 
Boys U10-1, U10-3, U12-3 and 
U14-3 teams competed in the 
Middlesex Youth Soccer League 
(MYSL) Commissioner’s Cup, 
while the Boys U14-1 team 
played qualifiers for the Massa-
chusetts Tournament of Cham-
pions (MTOC).

The Boys U10-1 team (6-2-
1 regular season) claimed the 
Boys U10 Division 1 Commis-
sioner’s Cup, winning their first 
two matches to clinch the trophy 
before dropping a meaningless 
finale on Sunday.

SYSL’s Boys U10-3 team (8-0-
1 regular season) went 1-1-1 on 
the weekend, finishing runners 
up thanks to a head-to-head win 
over Everett in their third game 
on Sunday.

“Hard work all season paid off 
for a nucleus of kids that has 
been together for the past two 
years,” commented Boys U10-3 
coach Todd Easton. “For many 
of them this was their first tour-
nament experience. The compe-
tition was fierce. There were no 
weak teams. It was a great expe-
rience for all of them.”

After an 8-0-1 regular sea-
son campaign, the Boys U12-3 
team won their first game of 
the Commissioner’s Cup before 
falling by narrow 1-0 scorelines 
in the next two to finish third in 
their division.

Following an unblemished reg-
ular season champion that saw 
them win all nine games while 
racking up an eye-popping +43 
goal difference, the Boys U14-3 
team played a high-scoring 3-3 
draw before dropping close deci-
sions in their final two matches 
of the Commissioner’s Cup.

Coach Ken Cole commented, 
“We finished 0-2-1 and out of 
the medal standings, but the 
games were close and intense 
and the kids gave everything 
they had. The kids, of course, 
have a lot of soccer left to play in 
their lifetimes and this riveting 
experience will remain a positive 
one in the future.”

The Boys U14-1 team qual-
ified for the MTOC playoffs 
thanks to a 7-2-0 regular sea-
son that saw them enter as the 
playoffs as the top seed. They 
avenged a 4-0 regular season loss 
to Melrose’s top U14 team with 

a thrilling penalty shootout vic-
tory in the semifinal, setting up 
a showdown with regular sea-
son co-champions Stoneham. 
Somerville ultimately fell 2-0 in 
the playoff final. 

“It was a bittersweet ending 
for these boys -- some of whom 
have played in SYSL for many 
years and are now leaving for 
high school programs,” said Boys 
U14-1 coach Tom Lau. “We are 
immensely proud of their per-
formances not only at the tour-
nament and this season but for 
representing Somerville for so 
many years past and future.”

Registration currently is open 
for the Fall 2018 season at the 
league’s new website, somer-
villesoccer.org. The registration 
fee for Toddler (ages 2-4) is $57, 
In-Town (Grades Pre-K to 2) is 
$71 and Travel (Grades 3 to 8) 
is $93. A $25 late fee applies to 
registrations after July 1. 

Founded in 1990, Somerville 
Youth Soccer League is a rec-
reational and developmental 
soccer league for youth ages 2 
to 18 in Somerville. SYSL is a 
volunteer-run, non-profit 501(c)
(3) organization with an elected 
board of directors.

The Boys U10-3 team, coached by Todd Easton and Gus Rego.                — Photo courtesy of SYSL

Ms. Cam’s

#633Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  Where would you find 
the finish line for the Tour 
de France?

2.  What horse race in 
Ireland has horses jump-
ing fences and ditching 
obstacles?

3.  What was the first 
mouse invented for 
computers made from in 
1964?

4.  What Canadian-based 
multinational fast food 
restaurant was founded 
by a Canadian hockey 
player?

5.  How many points are 
scored for a call of "love" 
in the game of tennis?

6.  What team has won 

the most World Cup titles 
before the 2018 games?

7.  Who was the first 
woman inducted into the 
World Football Hall of 
Fame?

8.  What musical has the 
subtitle The American 
Tribal Love-Rock Musical?

9.  What does the "S" 
stand for in NASCAR?

10.  In texting, what does 
ROFLMAO stand for?

11.  What does the Flying 
Dutchman refer to?

12.  What is someone 
with a natural skill for 
gardening said to have?

Answers on page 17

Somerville High School
Groundbreaking

The Somerville High School Groundbreaking ceremony held last week marked a milestone in 
this historic project, as the school year comes to a close and the start of demolition and con-
struction work approaches. Demolition of the B wing is slated to begin on Friday, June 22. Stay 
up-to-date on this project throughout the summer by visiting the project website at www.somer-
villema.gov/highschool. The website includes a live construction camera feed so you can watch 
the progress as it unfolds.                 — Somerville Public Schools
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

FRIENDS OF THE
COMMUNITY GROWING CENTER

CPA 18 - 01
The Friends of the Community Growing Center invites sealed bids for:

Renovation of the Community Growing Center 
22 Vinal Ave, Somerville, MA 02143

Bid packages may be obtained online at: https://tinyurl.com/yb9788y7
after 3pm on Wednesday June 20, 2018. An optional pre-bid site visit 
will be held on Thursday, June 28th, at 10am at the Growing Center on 
Vinal Ave. Hard copies are not available.

Sealed general bids will be received until Friday, July 13, 2018 at 
11:00am. Late bids will not be considered. The Friends of the Commu-
nity Growing Center reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in their sole judgment, the best interest of the FCGC would be served 
by so doing.

In general, the work includes demolition and site improvements relat-
ed to plant materials, grading, fencing, paving, curbing, rough stone 
masonry, water and electrical service. The work includes coopera-
tion with the Somerville High School vocational classes, who will be 
constructing and installing wood and metal elements in conjunction 
with this work.

Please contact Andrew Leonard at 781-641-0750, or email aleonard@
leonarddesign.info for information and the bid package.

Andrew Leonard
Leonard Design Associates

6/20/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP 18-69
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed proposals for:

Environmental Consulting Services - Brownfields Assessment

A request for proposals (RFP) may be obtained online at http://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or from the Pur-
chasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA, 02143 on or after June 20th, 2018. Sealed proposals will be 
received at the above office until: July 10th, 2018 at 11:00am. The Pur-
chasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, in 
her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

Please contact Thupten Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@somerville-
ma.gov for more information. 

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

6/20/18 The Somerville Times

Somerville YMCA, Summer Food Service Program

The Malden YMCA is participating in the Summer Food Service Program. Meals will be provided to all children without charge and 
are the same for all children regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability, and there will be no discrimination in the 
course of the meal service. Meals will be provided, at a first come, first serve basis, at the sites and times as follows:

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or 
have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.
ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the informa-
tion requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) 
fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

6/20/18 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
OFFICE OF CITY CLERK
BOARD OF ALDERMEN

There will be a Public Hearing before the Board of Aldermen’s Com-
mittee on Finance on Tuesday, June 26, 2018, at 6:00 PM, in the Al-
dermen’s Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, on the 
Order of Finance Committee Chairman Alderman William White, Jr., 
for public input on the proposed FY 2019 budget.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

JOHN J. LONG
CITY CLERK

6/13/18, 6/20/18 The Somerville Times

Coalition work. I really want to 
thank all of them for making 
it possible for me to have been 
there for this long and to have 
done the work we have done."

"And it's also a little strange 
that our tag line is 'working to 

put ourselves out of business' 
since 1985, and from that angle 
we're not doing a very good job. 
So there are a lot of things that I 
wish we could have done, much 
more, much better," Alston-Fol-
lansbee continued. "But the fact 

is, Somerville is a very exciting 
place but it's also changing very 
quickly. When I started work-
ing with the homeless people 
30+ years ago in Cambridge, we 
could always get somebody an 
apartment in Somerville. And 

that's not true any longer. We 
have people coming into our of-
fice every day who are struggling 
to be here, who were born here, 
they grew up here, they want to 
stay here. And they're struggling 
because it's getting so expensive 

in Somerville. So I thank you for 
this recognition, I appreciate it, 
but I also urge you all to keep 
fighting to try to create more 
affordable housing so that every-
body really can live, work, play, 
and raise a family in Somerville."

City honors retiring SHC director   CONT. FROM PG 7

Sophia Carafotes retires from teaching after 34 Years   CONT. FROM PG 9

teachers from Lesley College 
who have also kept in touch with 
her. She also was asked to lec-
ture a class up at Tufts Univer-
sity and speak about her work 
with the STOMP students.

In her spare time she sang 
with the Arlington Mystic 
Chorale for a few years, sang 
in three church choirs, in-
cluding The Dormition of the 
Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox 
Church, Saint's Constantine 
and Helen Greek Orthodox 
Church, Taxiachae Greek Or-
thodox Church, was the Choir 
Director for the Annunciation 
of the Virgin Mary Greek Or-

thodox Church and belongs 
to the Metropolis of Boston 
Federation of Greek Ortho-
dox Church Musicians. As if 
being busy on Sundays weren’t 
enough for this woman, she 
also works in the theater for 
two companies, AKA Inter-
active Entertainment, playing 
either Netta Gnocchi in Joey 
and Maria’s Italian Comedy 
Weddings and Kiki Kalamata 
as the maid of honor in Toby 
and Athena’s Olympic Sized 
Opa, and sings with the Big 
Smile Productions Victorian 
Carolers after Thanksgiving 
up until Christmas.

She will continue to enjoy 
her dozen nieces' and neph-
ews' Charlie, Alexandra, Adam, 
Christina, Julia, Anastasia, 
James, Nico, Philip, Jonathan, 
Arianna, and Charlie's success-
es. She now resides in Med-
ford with her fiancé Demetrios 
Hatzipanagos, and has been 
with him for 26 years.

Now that Carafotes will be 
retiring at age 60 from the 
Somerville Public School Sys-
tem after 34 years, what will she 
do? She looks forward to visit-
ing Greece and traveling to oth-
er far away destinations, some-
thing you can only do in the 

summer when you teach. One 
thing is for sure, Sophia Cara-
fotes has touched many hearts 

and souls of students, parents 
and relatives alike through her 
love of music.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com



And just as Somerville sup-
ported their beloved musicians 
and incredible talent, the art-
ists enjoyed giving back as well. 
Jan Marie of Jan Marie and the 
Mean Reds highlights her daz-
zling look. "I think of myself as 
a community member before 
anything else, so I always love 
to adorn myself in locally-ob-
tained garments and stylings, 
so that if I get noticed, other 
great artists and businesses I 
support do too. My dress was 
from Raspberry Beret, and my 
hair was styled by Shereen Sa-
lem," said Marie. She believes 
that the most important part 
of music is truth. And for her, 
one of her truths is jazz and 
blues. "Jazz isn't about blend-
ing, or finding a pure sound; 
it's about finding a true sound, 
and a deep connection with 
very emotional music," accord-
ing to Marie. "People want to 
like jazz but they don't know 
how to relate to it. My goal is 
to make it relatable."

The crowd could certainly re-
late to the group as the dancing 
continued from the time that 

they got on stage, to the time 
they got off. With Mark Shilan-
sky on piano, Greg Toro on bass, 
Benny Benson on drums, Scott 
Aruda on trumpet, and Jan Ma-
rie as the lead vocalist, children, 
families, and couples swayed and 
swung with each other as the 
artists did on stage.

David Arteaga of the David 
Arteaga Quartet boasts up-
wards of 40 years playing mu-
sic. When posed with the ques-
tion that asks what the most 
important part of getting expo-
sure as a band is, he states: "An 
opportunity to share love" is 
what David believes is the most 
important part of exposure for 
any band. "Huge thanks to ev-
eryone who came out to partake 
in the Festival. Down through 
the ages art and especially mu-
sic has been an incredibly im-
portant means of cultivating 
and promoting the essential hu-
manistic values of truthfulness 
and compassion. It is my belief 
that at this extremely patholog-
ical moment in our nation, and 
in the world, to make and share 
and enjoy art has never been 

more important."
The Coffee Grinders, all the 

way from Connecticut, brought 
a unique sound with Jim Cho-
qquette's vocals and harp, and the 
compliments of Frank Breen's 
guitar and vocals. Affiliated with 
the Connecticut Blues Society 
and Central CT Acoustic Mu-
sicians Society, Choqquette and 
Breen furnished the festival with 
just the right amount of twang 
and soul to keep the crowd beg-
ging for "just one more."

Erin Harpe and the Delta 
Swingers out of Boston played 
once before in Somerville on 
May 20 at the ONCE Lounge, 
and have another show coming 
up on the 25th of August all the 
way in Indiana. From their web-
site, “The Delta Swingers pull 
out all the stops with a decidedly 
old-school, raw-edged core and 
confidence that make this al-
bum easily an essential release. If 
you’ve yet to try this lady, you’re 
in for a treat with ‘Big Road’. – 
Blues Magazine (NL)." With 
Erin Harpe on Guitars and 
lead vocals, Jim Countryman 
on bass guitar, and Bob Nisi on 

the drums, the group presents 
an electrifying show leaving the 
crowd satiated and excited for 
more jazz in Somerville. 

"The ArtBeat festival is up 
and coming on July 14 in Davis 

Square, and we hope to see a lot 
of our friends and neighbors 
there as well," concluded Jenkins. 
“Somerville is a great arts com-
munity and it's a privilege to be 
able to support it."
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Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Champs-Élysées in 
Paris

2.  Steeplechase (horse 
racing)

3.  A wooden shell, cir-
cuit board and two metal 
wheels

4.  Tim Hortons

5.  Zero points

6.  Brazil, with 5

7.  Mia Hamm

8.  Hair

9.  Stock (car)

10.  Rolling On Floor 
Laughing My A** Off

11.  A ghost ship doomed 
to sail for eternity

12.  A green thumb

From on page 14

Harmony applies to life just as it does to music   CONT. FROM PG 13

SCES training focuses on elder suicide prevention
By Nathan Lamb

Tips for identifying and assisting 
elders at-risk for suicide was the 
focus of a recent clinical training 
at Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services (SCES). 

The discussion was led by 
Rose Cheyenne from Samari-
tans of Boston, a not-for-profit 
that provides suicide prevention 
services. Speaking to roughly 
40 SCES case managers, social 
workers, and nurses, Cheyenne 
described suicide as a compli-
cated issue that impacts many 
older adults, noting the highest 
suicide rate in 2016 was among 
people aged 45-64-- with peo-
ple over age 85 a close second. 
She also described listening as a 
powerful prevention tool. 

"The core of this training is 
how lifesaving true active lis-
tening can be," said Cheyenne. 
"Anyone can prevent suicide, so 
long as you compassionate, em-
pathetic, and you know who to 
turn to, if a crisis situation does 
take place."

Cheyenne said there are warn-
ing signs for 75% of suicides, 
listing several that are common 
with older adults:
• direct verbal statements (I'm 
tired of being a burden, I don't 
want to wake up tomorrow)
• change in sleeping or eating 
habits
• taking risks, such as ignoring 
medical instructions
• loss of interest in hobbies or 

favorite activities
• giving away prized possessions
• putting affairs in order.

While there are many poten-
tial warning signs, Cheyenne the 
only way to know if somebody is 
feeling suicidal is to discuss the 
concerns. She advised a sincere 
and compassionate approach, 
with a focus on listening and val-
idating instead of trying to prob-
lem-solve. She added suicide is 
typically about wanting pain to 
end, more than anything else. 

"We have a lot of people who 
reach out to us, and I believe 
they're serious about suicide, but 
they're scared and don't want to 
be alone in that situation," said 
Cheyenne. "They might want 
help, but they might need some-
body to meet them halfway."

Cheyenne said suicide general-
ly stems from a combination of 
risk factors, which cumulatively 
can become overwhelming. She 
listed the following common 
risk factors for older adults:
• illness/disability
• significant loss (loved one, 
home, driver's license, indepen-
dence)
• lack of social supports
• loneliness
• financial changes
• abuse or neglect
• untreated depression

SCES provides clinical train-
ing at least once per month to 
help prepare staff for potential-
ly challenging situations, ex-
plained SCES Clinical Director 

Annie Fowler. 
"It's difficult to think, learn 

and talk about suicide, but it's 
something we have to face at 
times in our work," said Fowl-
er. "I want our staff to feel like 
they have the skills to identify 
when someone might be having 
suicidal thoughts, feel comfort-
able talking with an individual 
about suicide, and knowing 
what to do with the informa-
tion they receive."

Established in 1974, Samar-
itans of Boston provides com-
munity education about suicide 

and also provides a 24-hour 
helpline, which receives roughly 
80,000 calls annually. In addi-
tion to helping people in crisis, 
the helpline also receives many 
calls from people who are feeling 
depressed or isolated, explained 
Cheyenne. 

"A lot of what we do is listen-
ing," said Cheyenne. "We know 
we're not going to solve people's 
problems in a 20-minute phone 
conversation, but we hope they 
can find some hope within 
themselves to keep going."

Samaritans also provides grief 

support services. For more 
information, visit samaritan-
shope.org or call their helpline 
at (877) 870-4673.
_________________________
Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services (SCES) is a non-profit 
agency that supports the inde-
pendence and well-being of older 
people in Somerville and Cam-
bridge. For more information, 
visit eldercare.org, follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter, or contact 
the SCES Aging Information 
Center at 617-628-2601 for free 
advice and guidance.

During a lighter moment, Rose Cheyenne (right) from Samaritans of Boston loaded SCES nurse Nkera Rukubanuka down with 
plastic cups, to demonstrate how many small issues can collectively become overwhelming, during a suicide prevention training 
at Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services.



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|June 20
East Branch Library
Drag Kings, Queens and Friends 
Story Time! 
11 a.m.-12 p.m.|115 Broadway

West Branch Library
Good CRAFTernoon 
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|40 College 
Ave

Thursday|June 21
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 
year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 
TELL (Teen Library Leaders) 
Meeting 
3 p.m.-5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

West Branch Library
Lego Club! 
3:30 p.m.-5 p.m.|40 College Ave

Friday|June 22
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Saturday|June 23
Family Fun Day
12 p.m.|Trum Field

Monday|June 25
Central Library
Sing Along w/ Jeremy 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 
Middle School Summer Writers' 
Den 
5:30 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Tuesday|June 26
West Branch Library
Sulinha and Friends 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|40 College 
Ave

Wednesday|June 27
East Branch Library
Sulinha for Kids! 
11 a.m.-12 p.m.|115 Broadway

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|June 20
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian 
O’Donovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" 
on WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
Windborne|7:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Jimmy Vivino and the East Coast 
Blue Soul Rockers 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Dean Harlem 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Starstruck: Close Encounters of 
the Awkward Kind 
7 p.m.|255 Elm St

Thursday|June 21
Sally O’Brien’s
Wax On, Amateur Athletes, Hol-
ophonics 
9 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
WUMB Presents Melissa Fer-
rick|7:30 p.m. 
Scattershots|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
The Grass is Dead 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
PowerSlut 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Adam Janjigian Quartet 
7:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
XEB (Original Former Members of 
Third Eye Blind) 
7 p.m.|255 Elm St

Friday|June 22
Sally O’Brien’s
Tom Hagerty Acoustic Band |6 
p.m.  
HearNowLive presents   $10 
cover|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Backroom Series with Tom 
Bianchi 
Miele, Album Release Show w/ 
Special Guests, Man Trouble, 
Boketto the Wolf|7 p.m. 
Young Love and the Thrills |10 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
As The Sparrow (Record Release), 
The Color And Sound, Mike 
Morrissey 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Stenographer
8:30 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Winona and the Riders 
9 p.m|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Sh!t-faced Shakespeare: The Tam-
ing of the Shrew|7 p.m. 
BUMP|9 p.m. 
Dirty Disney|10  
255 Elm St

Saturday|June 23
Sally O’Brien’s
Patsy Hamel Band |6 p.m.  

Big Giant, Madam Bruja, Turn 
The Lights Out   $10 cover |9:30 
p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Sweet Relief|3 p.m. 
Celtic Blue - A Collaboration 
Between The New England Irish 
Harp Orchestra & The Sandy 
Ridge Boys |7 p.m. 
Mugsy|10  p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s 
The Gallerist w/Levee drvrs 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
The Dirty Dottys + Analog Heart 
9 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
DJ Tina 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Kerplunk!|11 a.m. 
Sh!t-faced Shakespeare: The Tam-
ing of the Shrew|6 p.m. 
255 Elm St 

Sunday|June 24
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Roy Sludge Trio |6 p.m. 
Dave Wells, Scotch Holiday, The 
Woodchix|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Beatles Brunch 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Backroom series with Tom Bian-
chi|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Sunday Brunch|10 a.m. 
Americana Sundays w/ Greg 
Klyma 
7p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
The Late Risers|3  p.m. 
14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Cafe Raqs  
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
Crawlspace Special Screening: 
Finding Maura Murray 
6 p.m.|255 Elm St

Monday|June 25
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Com-
edy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Back Room:  
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Stump! Team Trivia 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
LowDown Brass Band 
7p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Queer Tango 
6:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|June 26
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
SYM Tuesdays   $5 cover  
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swingers 
Swing/Jazz|8:30 p.m. 
Open Mic Night with Aaron 
Yang|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Ghetto People Band 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Thunder Road
Joon (Funk/Rock) – Joon In June 
playing special tribute sets of 
Eagles & ELO 
7 p.m|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Simpsons Trivia 
Blood On The Clocktower 
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Pub Sing 
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|June 27
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian 
O’Donovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" 
on WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
Ashley Davis, Patrick Doocey & 
Colin Farrell|7:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok Allstars 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Lost Dog 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Mike Powell 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|June 20
Central Library
Central Hill Parking Public Meet-
ing 
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Thursday|June 21
Central Library
CPA Application Workshop 
5:45 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

West Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-7 p.m.|40 College Ave

East Branch Library
Family Game Night 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Drop In Knitting 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|115 Broad-
way

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave 
(Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Friday|March 22
East Branch Library
Book Group 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.|115 Broad-
way

Saturday|June 23
Union Square Farmers Market
9 a.m.-1 p.m.|Union Sq Plaza

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets 
meet weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|June 24
Fourth Step to Freedom Al-
Anon Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in 
basement

Monday|June 25
Central Library
Creative Drama Workshop 
4 p.m.-5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

Tuesday|June 26
Central Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Wednesday|June 27
Central Library
Somerville Entrepreneur Net-
work: June Meetup 
6 p.m.-8:15 p.m. 
Mystery Book Club 
7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave
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PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!



S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation.

CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES

Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 

Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway 
(East Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2335 Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
617- 666-5223

Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street 
(between Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851

ONGOING PROGRAMS

Join the SCOA’s email group – The email group is 
for Somerville Council on Aging Seniors and/or Care-
givers who are interested in the latest information on 
resources, events, programming, etc., in and around 
the Somerville area. Use the link https://groups.google.
com/group/somerville-council-on-aging - If you have 
any questions or need help joining please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Silver Alert Program – The Somerville Council on Aging 
with the Somerville Police Department have implement-
ed a program to take a proactive approach towards 
protecting some of Somerville’s most vulnerable citizens 
who suffer with serious cognitive impairments that put 
them at risk for wandering and getting lost. The Silver 
Alert Program is designed to collect specific information 
about a potential missing person, along with photo 
identification. This confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event a loved one is 
reported missing. Please contact the SCOA at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 for additional information or to register. 

Free Groceries Every Month? – You may be eligible for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program! CSFP is a 
once a month food distribution for individuals 60 years 
of age or older. You may be eligible to receive two free 
bags of food once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products. Proof of identity and age are all that is 
required to apply. Must apply beforehand. Pick up at the 
Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 New Washington Street on the 
4th Thursday of every month unless otherwise specified. 
For more information or to apply please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 – applications are available at the front 
desk of our Holland Street Center.

Friendly Caller Program – Do you know someone who 
could benefit from a friendly call? Maybe you are feeling 
isolated and want someone to talk to – or you just want 
someone to listen. Please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 
ext. 2317 to sign up for our “Friendly Caller” Program.

Winds for All –Tuesday mornings – 10:00 a.m. at our 
Holland Street Center. $10 per class – A music immer-
sion class for those who have never played a woodwind 
instrument. To reserve your spot or for additional info 
please call Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Castle Island – Friday, June 22 check-in time at Ralph 
& Jenny at 8:30 a.m. $5 for transportation – lunch is on 
your own.  Approximate return time of 1:00 p.m. For 
additional info, questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Fire Cracker Super Bingo – Monday, July 16 from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Cross Street Center. $12 
fee includes lunch, coffee, dessert, cards and prizes. 
Limited seating and transportation. For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your spot please contact 
Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Howie Conley & The Memory Laners – Tuesday, 
August 28 - $10 per person due at time of reservation.  
A special lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. followed by 
the performance at 1:00 p.m. For additional informa-

tion, questions or to reserve your spot please call 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300.

Mohegan by Day Foxwoods Overnight – Wednes-
day & Thursday, September 5 & 6 - $139 per person 
double or $199 per person single – Includes motorcoach 
transportation, Mohegan Sun Bonus (Food Voucher & 
Free Bet), Foxwood Bonus (Dinner & Breakfast Coupons 
and Slot Play) Casino bonuses are subject to change.  
Check-in Wednesday the 5th at 7:30 a.m. at Ralph & 
Jenny with an approximate return time of 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, the 6th. For additional info, questions or to 
reserve your spot contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Washington, DC – Monday, October 1 to Friday, Octo-
ber 5  - 5 days and 4 nights - $619 per person double or 
$869 single includes transportation, lodging, 4 break-
fasts and 4 dinners, visit Arlington National Cemetery, 
National Air & Space Museum, Illumination tour of 
monuments and so much more.  For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your spot please contact 
Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

New York City – October 26 to October 28 – 3 days 
and 2 nights $254 per person double or $368 per 
person single – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Macy’s and much 
more.  Seats sell fast and are very limited.  Check-in at 
Ralph & Jenny at 6:45 a.m. on Friday with an approxi-
mate return time of 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.  For addition-
al information, questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Lancaster, PA – Monday, November 5 to Thursday, 
November 8 -4 days and 3 nights - $425 per person 
double or $546 per person single includes transporta-
tion, lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinner feasts, guided tour, 
pretzel factory and so much more.  For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your spot please contact 
Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Blood Pressure Screening – Cross Street Center located 
at 165 Broadway. Scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of 
each month: July 19, August 16, September 20, October 
11, November 8 and December 13. If you require ad-
ditional info please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov

LGBTQ EVENTS:

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness Class is Thursday 
evenings starting at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - 
scholarships available & it just might be covered under 
your insurance. We have available slots and would 
love to have you. If you have any questions or require 
additional information, please contact our Health & 
Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kowaleski at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2315.

LGBTQ Lunch: Come, relax, enjoy lunch and talk with 
your peers. Scheduled lunch dates for 2018 are July 18, 
August 15, September 19, October 17, November 14 
and December 12.

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month from 
10:00 a.m. t o 11:30 a.m. This group self-facilitates. 
Group members choose both fiction and non-fiction 
titles on a quarterly basis. Books are available on reserve 
at the Central Branch of the Somerville Library. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional info call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional info please call Ashley at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2318.

Current Events Group – Meets every Thursday from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Our Social Worker, Natasha 
Naim, facilitates this group. Join a group of your peers 
to discuss current events. If you are interested in joining, 
have any questions or require additional information 
please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group - If you have concerns 
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This 
closed group meets both in spring and fall for 6-8 
weeks. This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim and 
Marina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional information please 
call Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Gardening Club – Meets the second Monday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. and running for an hour 

most times. Principal Master Gardener, Vilma Sullivan, 
facilitates this group. A different topic each month 
ranging from gardening tips & secrets to inexpensive 
“greenhouses.” If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300. This group does not meet in 
January and February.

Golden Gals: a.k.a. Women’s Group - Meets the last 
Tuesday of the month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilities this group.  A 
fun, safe, social group to discuss women’s issues and 
growing older. Next date: December 26th - For more 
info, please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 ext. 2318.

Veterans Group – Meets the third Monday of each 
month from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Our volunteer, 
Norbert DeAmato, facilitates this group. Are you a 
veteran?  The Veterans Group is the perfect opportunity 
to socialize, have solidarity, to reminisce and to meet 
other veterans. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION

English Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday beginning at 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Maureen Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy 
Francis, Cross Street Center Volunteer, work together to 
facilitate this group. No books, no tests, no stress – just 
a great group of older adults from all over the world 
who help each other to listen, speak and learn English. 
Continue conversation throughout a healthy lunch. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call Maureen at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Arts & Crafts – Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
each month starting January 11th - from 1:00 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Join us in a relaxing atmosphere as we 
learn about a wide range of arts & crafts from weav-
ing to watercolor pencils. Maureen Bastardi, Program 
Coordinator facilitates this group. Must call a week in 
advance if you plan on attending. This is necessary to 
ensure we have enough material for everyone. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Maureen at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335.

Social Service Drop In – The 3rd Thursday of every 
month Social Workers, Ashley Speliotis and Natasha 
Naim will be taking turns and having a Drop-in Social 
Service hour from 11:00 a.m. to noon at the Cross 
Street Center. They will be available to address any of 
your Social Service needs. Stop by or if you need addi-
tional info call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335

RALPH & JENNY GROUP INFORMATION

Knitting Blankets – Every Tuesday & Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Join us as we knit blankets for 
babies. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Judy at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHED-
ULE (Please cut out and save)

Monday: Keep Moving Walking Club** - 9:15 a.m. (H) / Tai 
Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H) / Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Tuesday: Strengthening - 9:15 a.m. - $3 per class (H) / 
Fit-4-Life - 11:15 a.m. (C) / Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 

Wednesdays: Fit-4-Life - Group A (exercise) - 8:45 a.m. 
/ Group B (nutrition) - 9 a.m./ Group B (exercise) - 
10:00 a.m. (H) / Group C (nutrition) - noon (H) / Group 
C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H) / Zumba 4 All - 5:15 p.m. 
- $3/class (H)

Thursdays: Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H) / Fit-4-Life - 11:15 a.m. 
(C) / LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays: Fit-4-Life - Group A - 8:45 a.m. (H) / Fit-4-Life 
- Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H) /Group A (nutrition) 10:00 
a.m. (H)

Adventure Group – Please call for details

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration

** Keep Moving Walking Club is on hiatus until the 
Spring

DID YOU KNOW?

We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always 
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00 
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or 
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.



20••JUNE 20, 2018

To advertise in
The

Somerville
Times

call
Bobbie Toner
617-666-4010

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

How do you make an octopus laugh?

With ten-tickles

Upcoming SMC Happenings

“SUITED” – A Free Pride Month Film Screening
Thursday, June 28th | 6:00pm (DOORS) | 6:30 p.m. (SCREENING) 
at The Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square

The screening is free but please arrive early as it is first come, first serve!

SUITED tells the story of Bindle & Keep, a Brooklyn-based tailoring company 
that specializes in clothing for people who are LGBTQ, gender-nonconform-
ing, or nonbinary. Clothier duo Rae and Daniel take a holistic approach to their 
work, considering each client’s personal narrative, which becomes inextricable 
from the creation of the perfect custom-made suit. From Derek’s emotional 
journey as he prepares for his wedding to Everett, a law student in a conserva-
tive environment, or Melissa, who simply wants to look good for a 40th birth-
day party – the need for well-fitting garments represents deeper issues of iden-
tity, empowerment, and the importance of feeling happy in one’s body.

Post-Film Panel: At 8pm there will be a panel discussion on “Sexual Ori-
entation, Inclusion, and Gender Identity” will follow the documentary with 
panelists: Bennet Hazell: Somerville High Student & Gay Straight Alliance 
member, Matt Storm: a Multidisciplinary Artist based in Washington D.C., 
Hannah Simpson: a Transgender Writer and Activist based in NYC and mod-
erated by Leo Morris
______________________________________________________________

That's So Retro! That's So 80's
Friday, July 6th from 6:00 - 8:00pm
at Assembly Row (611 Assembly Row)

Join Boston Free Radio on 
Friday July 6th for a very 
special event at Assembly 
Row at Assembly Square. 
Don't forget your leg warm-
ers and some muscle shirts. 
Event is Completely FREE 
so drop by after work and 
shake it out. We're bringing 
back metal bands and big hair. Playing your favorite artists like David Bowie, 
Madonna, Aerosmith and so much more. Join to hear some live-spun tunes 
from Misery of Cities' DJ Kirk Burns.

OPENAIR Circus returns

The OPENAIR Circus is opening its doors for its 33rd year of circus fun!

OPENAIR is a non-profit based in Somerville that teaches circus arts to chil-
dren (and some adults) in an effort to promote leadership, self-esteem and an 
appreciate for arts and community.

They keep their prices low so that children and families of any background can 
join in the fun ($20/child or $30/family for the 6-week program, see www.
openaircircus.org for more details).

Classes meet for 1 hour per week during Tuesday through Thursday, 4:30-7:30 
p.m. and will begin June 26 and run through July 26. Online registration is tar-
geted to open on June 17. They also have in-person registration available. Their 
rehearsals will be July 31-August 2 and the students will get to show off what 
they learned on August 3 at 7:00 p.m., August 4 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., 
and August 5 at 2:00 p.m.

Before classes start, join in for the annual pancake breakfast on June 23 from 
9:30-11:00 a.m. at First Church Somerville UCC, 89 College Ave, Somerville. 
This is a great opportunity for newcomers to the OPENAIR Circus to meet 
others in the community and learn about the program and what to expect. It's 
also a great opportunity for those who have taken part in the program in the 
past to reconnect while eating delicious food made by one of the board mem-
bers. They'll be serving pancakes, eggs, sausage, veggie patties, coffee and O.J. 
Tickets at the door will be $10/teen or adult (11 years old or older); $5/child 
(10 years old or younger); $25/family.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Makes/Models 2002-2018! 
Any Condition. Running or 
Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Tow-
ing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing! 
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING - Get FAA Technician certi-
fication. Approved for military 
benefits. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-453-6204

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real Estate 
Agents needed: Very busy 
Somerville based office in 
need of additional agents, no 
fee referrals, Sales & Rentals, 
Part time or Full Time. work 
from home online, full office 
back up and highest paid no 
strings commissions. Call for 
private interview 617 623-
6600 ask for Donald.

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Earn $1000 per 
week! Paid CDL Training! 
Stevens Transport covers all 
costs! 1-877-209-1309 dri-
ve4stevens.com

FINANCIAL

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? Tired 
of the calls? We can Help! 
$500 free consultation!   We 
can STOP the garnishments! 
FREE Consultation Call Today 
1-855-823-4189

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call Nation-
al Debt Relief at 866-243-0510.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, 
and the dining is fantastic. 
Walk out to the beach. 3-Bed-
room weeks available. Sleeps 
8. Email: carolaction@aol.
com for more information.

KILL ROACHES-GUARAN-
TEED! Buy Harris Roach 
Tablets. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

FOR SALE

20 inch Toro Snowblower  
$100. call 617-645-9106

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC 
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you 
have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours 
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliv-
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 
1-800-732-0442

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150 FREE 
shipping. NO prescriptions 
needed. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-888-278-6168 Se habla 
español

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK 
PAIN?  Medicare recipients 
that suffer with pain may 
qualify for a low or no cost 
knee or back brace.  Call 844-
308-4307

VIAGRA/CIALIS 100MG/CIAL-
IS 20mg, 52 Pills. Call Today, 
we can save you cash! Call 
Now 800-375-3305

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Espanol

Generic VIAGRA 100mg 
Generic CIALIS 20mg. 80 for 
$99 GREAT DEAL!!!! FAST 
FREE SHIPPING! 100% money 
back GUARANTEE! CALL 
NOW 888-669-9343. Se habla 
espanol.

HOME SERVICES

VIVINT - Smart & Complete 
Home Security. Easily man-
age anywhere. Professional 
Installation as early as Tomor-
row. $0 Activation. Call for a 
free quote, Contract options. 
1-800-689-9715

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127.

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER-
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.)
No term agreement. Fast 
Downloads! PLUS Ask about 
our Triple Play (TV-Voice-Inter-
net) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 
yrs.!) Call 1-844-835-5117

DEALING WITH WATER 
DAMAGE requires immediate 
action. Local professionals 
that respond immediately. 
Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold 
Calls. 1-800-506-3367

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 

your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and pre-
sented to manufacturers. Call 
1-855-380-5976 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can't reach a phone! 
FREE brochure. CALL 800-457-
1917

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether 
you're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No 
Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-
892-1017

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB 
#1 Selling Walk-in tub in No. 
America. BBB Accredited. 
Arthritis Foundation Com-
mendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy Sys-
tem. Less than 4 Inch Step-In. 
Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. 
American Made. Call 855-400-
0439 for up to $1500. Off.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract up 
to $500.! 1-844-592-9018

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 
SAVE! Call our licensed Cana-
dian and International phar-
macy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first pre-
scription! Call 1-855-548-9518, 
Promo Code CDC201725.

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! 
Call now for $250. OFF your 
stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-
0854

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO 
INJURY OR ILLNESS? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attor-
neys! FREE Evaluation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide 1-800-
586-7449. Mail: 2420 N. St. 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar)

WERE YOU AN INDUSTRIAL 
OR CONSTRUCTION TRADES-
MAN and recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER? You and 
your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-844-825-8891 
for your risk-free consultation.

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?  
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-1639 
for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out Of Pocket.

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/
boilermaker/pipefitter etc) 
and recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER? You may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Risk free con-
sultation! 877-781-1769

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease custom-
ers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-
610-4790

Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance 
move 1-800-511-2181

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels  $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order 
Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa 
Rewards Gift Card (some re-
strictions apply) CALL 1- 855-
781-1565

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-520-7938

Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy,    com-
pare prices and get $25.00 
OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-541-5141 Promo 
Code CDC201725

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second speed   
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster In-
ternet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-855-652-9304

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 866-951-7214

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you 
behind paying your MORT-
GAGE?  Denied a Loan Mod-
ification? Is the bank threat-
ening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner's Relief Line now 
for Help! 855-794-7358

HOTELS FOR HEROES – to 
find out more about how 

you can help our service 
members, veterans and their 
families in their time of need, 
visit the Fisher House website 
at www.fisherhouse.org

Make a Connection. Real Peo-
ple, Flirty Chat. Meet singles 
right now! Call LiveLinks. Try 
it FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-
737-9447 18+

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply 1-800-718-1593

CASH PAID for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & 
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST 
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771. 
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.
com

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR 
EGGS! Harris Bed Bug Killers/
KIT Complete Treatment 
System Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

INVENTORS - FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and pre-
sented to manufacturers. Call 
1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 888-
912-4745

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million fam-
ilies find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help 
find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 
855-741-7459

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill.  No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-558-7482

DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-
FOOD GRADE 100% OMRI 
Listed-Meets Organic Use 
Standards. BUY ONLINE 
ONLY: homedepot.com

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. Highest Prices! 1-DAY 
PAYMENT. 1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, June 20

12:00am      Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Wide Angle
7:30am     DW In Good Shape
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     DW Global 3000
9:30am     Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am     Poet to Poet - Writer to Writer
10:30am     Somerville Storytellers
11:00am     NASA TV
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     Health is Wealth
1:30pm     Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm     Artist Residencies 101
2:30pm       Artist Residencies 101
3:00pm         Democracy Now!
4:00pm     Somerville Neighborhood News
4:30pm           The Literati Scene
5:00pm     SOM ARTS
5:30pm     The New Tax Law and the Arts
6:00pm     Beyond Boston
7:00pm     Donnie Steubins
7:30pm         LIVE -Somerville pundits
8:00pm     Justicia Migrante
8:30pm          MediaBot Short Cuts
9:00pm         LIVE - Boston Come Through
10:00pm     LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm     Flotilla

Thursday, June 21
12:00am     SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am     Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am          DW Focus on Europe
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am          Hello Neighbor
10:00am     The Kamla Show
10:30am        Somerville Pundits
11:00am     Art and Ideas
11:30am        Perils for Pedestrians
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Somerville line
3:00pm      Democracy now!
4:00pm     Hello Neighbor!
4:30pm     The Struggle
5:00pm     Boston Free Radio presents Words on Film
6:00pm     Somerville neighborhood News
6:30pm     Somerville Pundits
7:00pm     LIVE - The Boston Medium
7:30pm         LIVE - The Boston Medium
8:00pm     Startup TV Boston

9:00pm     The Beantown Beatdown
9:30pm          The Beantown Beatdown
10:00pm     The Chatman Booth
10:30pm        TUTV
11:00pm      DIWHY the show

Friday, June 22
12:00am      Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am       Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     Wide Angle
9:30am     Cambridge Calendar
10:00am     NASA TV
11:00am     SOM ARTS
11:30am     DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Yellow Jacket Lady
1:30pm     Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm     Somerville Neighborhood News
2:30pm      SMC Youth Media
3:00pm     Democracy Now
4:00pm     Gay USA
5:00pm     The Chatman Booth
5:30pm     What’s new in Massachusetts?
6:00pm     LIVE - Fallon's Daily Toast
6:30pm         New England Pride TV
7:00pm     SOM ARTS
7:30pm         Cambridge Calendar
8:00pm     the grandstanders
8:30pm       Greater Somerville
9:00pm        The Boston Medium
10:00pm          DIWHY Arbor Day Mini-Marathon
11:00pm          DIWHY Arbor Day Mini-Marathon
11:30pm         DIWHY Arbor Day Mini-Marathon

Saturday June 23
12:00am   DIWHY The Show
1:00am     DIWHY The Show
2:00am     DIWHY The Show
3:00am        DIWHY The Show
5:00am        DIWHY The Show
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am    Road to Recovery
8:00am     Democracy Now
9:00am     SMC Youth Media
9:30am     Somerville Storytellers
10:00am     Dead air Live
11:00am       Haitian poetry in 3 languages
12:00pm      Telegalaxie 
1:00pm       African Television Network
2:00pm         The Beantown Beatdown
3:00pm         Democracy Now!
4:00pm     Graphic Content

4:30pm     What's New Massachusetts?
5:00pm     Reeling Review
5:30pm         Both Sides of the Bars
6:00pm       The World Fusion Show
6:30pm         Talking Money
7:00pm        Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
7:30pm       SOM ARTS
8:00pm     Beyond Boston
8:30pm            Beyond Boston
9:00pm        Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm       DIWHY The Show
11:00pm               SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm            TUTV

Sunday, June 24
12:00am       Flotilla
1:00am        SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am          Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am          Free Speech TV
6:00am         Evangelista Camillo Fodera
7:00am     Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am     Tele Magazine
6:00am     NASA TV
7:00am     Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am     Tele Magazine
9:00am     Tele Kreyol
10:00am     Art and Ideas
10:30am     Aging Well
11:00am     The Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm     Somerville Neighborhood News
12:30pm     The World Fusion Show
1:00pm          Off the Shelf
1:30pm     Talking Money
2:00pm     StartUp TV Boston
3:00pm     African Television Network
4:00pm     Dedilhando a Saudade
5:00pm     Art Seen at SMC
5:30pm        SPL Book Talk: Spring Reads
6:00pm  the grandstanders 
6:30pm  New England Pride TV
7:00pm     Gay USA
8:00pm        Dear Little Black Girl, Dear Little Black Boy
8:30pm          Somerville Neighborhood News
9:00pm         Words on Film
10:00pm        The Boston medium 
11:00pm     Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm        SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, June 25
12:00am  Free Speech TV
5:00am  Evangelista Camillo Fodera
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am         Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am     Going Postal
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)

9:00am     The Stephanie Miller Show (Free Speech TV)
10:00am     Both Sides of the Bars
10:30pm      SOM ARTS
11:00am     Art Seen at SMC
11:30am        DW conflict Zone
12:00pm     The Thom Hartmann Show
1:00pm     Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm     DW Global 3000
2:00pm     NASA TV Silicon Valley Live
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     DW Euromaxx
4:30pm          Physicians Focus
5:00pm          Tele Galaxie
6:00pm     Beyond 
Boston 
6:30pm     The Kamla Show
7:00pm     LIVE - The Yellow Jacket Lady
7:30pm     Youth in Front
8:00pm     (LIVE) Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm     Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm      Donnie steubins 
11:00pm     Boston Come Through

Tuesday, June 26
12:00am     Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     DW Euromaxx
7:30am     Esoteric Science
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)    
9:00am     The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am     Road to Recovery
10:30am     DW In Good Shape
11:00am     Graphic Content
11:30am     DW In Good Shape
12:00pm     The Thom Hartmann Show
1:00pm     Words on Film
2:00pm     Somerville overcoming addiction
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     SMC Youth Media
4:30pm        Teen Empowerment: Youth Matters Media
5:00pm     Poet to Poet Writer to Writer
5:30pm     What’s new Massachusetts?
6:00pm      2018 Tufts Food Systems Symposium
6:30pm     2018 Tufts Food Systems Symposium
7:00pm     Somerville Neighborhood News
7:30pm     LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm     LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm     The Yellow Jacket Lady
9:30pm         Off the Shelf
10:00pm     TUTV
10:30pm     Public Access Boyz
11:00pm     Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm     MediaBot Short Cuts

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Wednesday, June 20

8:30am Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
9:00am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018
11:30am BOA Finance Committee of the Whole - 
 FY-19 Budget - 6.19.18
6:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 Budget - 6.20.18

Thursday, June 21

12:00am Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
12:30am Senior Circuit -
 June 2018: A Senior Town Hall Meeting
1:06am BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 Budget - 6.19.18
8:30am Central Hill Campus Plan Public Mtg
10:55am Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
11:30am School Committee Meeting - 6.18.18
2:30pm SomerViva em Português
6:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 Budget LIVE - 6.21.18

Friday, June 22

12:00am Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony
2:00am SomerViva en Español
2:30am Council on Aging Multicultural Day

8:30am Congressional Update
9:00am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018
11:30am Haitian Flag Celebration
12:30pm Mayor's Business Town Meeting
2:00pm SomerViva em Português
2:31pm Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony
6:30pm Mayor's Business Town Meeting
7:44pm Pride Flag Raising at City Hall
8:00pm Gilman Square Walking Tour - 5.13.18
9:06pm Central Hill Campus Plan Public Mtg

Saturday, June 23

12:00am Carnaval 2018
12:30am Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony
2:30am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018
8:30am Mayor's Business Town Meeting
11:30am Carnaval 2018
12:00pm Council on Aging Multicultural Day
12:30pm Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018
2:00pm PorchFest 2018
2:32pm Carnaval 2018
6:30pm Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
7:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 - 6.20.18

Sunday, June 24

12:00am Finance Committee of the Whole -
 Public Hearing on School Nurses - 5.22.18
2:30am Carnaval 2018
8:30am Aldermen at Work - Will Mbah
9:00am Haitian Flag Celebration
11:30am Aldermen at Work - Will Mbah
12:00pm Senior Circuit -
 June 2018: A Senior Town Hall Meeting
1:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 Budget - 6.19.18
6:30pm Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18
7:00pm Senior Circuit -
 June 2018: A Senior Town Hall Meeting
8:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 Budget - 6.21.18

Monday, June 25

12:30am Senior Circuit -
 June 2018: A Senior Town Hall Meeting
1:06am Aldermen at Work - Will Mbah
2:00am BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -
 FY-19 - 6.20.18
8:30am Carnaval 2018

9:00am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018

11:30am School Committee Meeting - 6.18.18

3:00pm SomerViva em Português

6:30pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -

 FY-19 Budget - LIVE - 6.25.18

Tuesday, June 26

12:00am Milk Row Cemetery Tour - 6.3.18

12:30am PorchFest 2018

1:02am Central Hill Campus Plan Public Mtg

8:30am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2018

10:00am Raising Families "Special Needs Education"

12:00pm Senior Circuit -

 June 2018: A Senior Town Hall Meeting

1:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -

 FY-19 Budget - 6.25.18

6:00pm BOA Finance Committee of the Whole -

 FY-19 - Public Hearing - LIVE - 6.26.18

Wednesday, June 27

12:00am Senior Circuit -

 June 2018: A Senior Town Hall Meeting

1:00am Mayor's Business Town Meeting

2:30am Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony

Wednesday, June 20

9:00am Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

10:00am Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

11:00am Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert

12:00pm Winter Hill CS Spring Concert

1:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

2:30pm SHS Class Day 2018

5:00pm Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

6:00pm Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

7:00pm Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert

8:00pm Winter Hill CS Spring Concert

9:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

10:30pm SHS Class Day 2018

Thursday, June 21

1:00am Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

9:00am Argenziano School Heritage Night

11:00am Spring String Fling 2018

12:00pm Brown School Spring Concert

2:00pm SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

5:00pm SHS Class of '18 Graduation

7:00pm Argenziano School Heritage Night

9:00pm Spring String Fling 2018

10:00pm Brown School Spring Concert

Friday, June 22

12:00am SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

2:30am SHS Class of '18 Graduation

9:00am Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert

10:00am SHS An Evening of Song

11:30am SHS Chamber Concert [5.14.18]

12:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

1:30pm Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert

2:00pm Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

3:00pm Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

4:00pm Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert

5:00pm SHS An Evening of Song

6:30pm SHS Chamber Concert [5.14.18]

7:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

8:30pm Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert

9:00pm Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

10:00pm Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

11:00pm Winter Hill CS Spring Concert

Saturday, June 23

12:00am Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

1:00am Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

2:00am Public Domain Theater

9:00am SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

11:30am Brown School Spring Concert

1:05pm SHS Boys Volleyball vs Malden

3:00pm Youth Peace Conference

5:30pm Argenziano School Heritage Night

7:00pm SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

10:00pm Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

11:00pm Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

Sunday, June 24

12:00am SHS Class of '18 Graduation

1:35am Youth Peace Conference

9:00am ESCS Spring Concert

10:30am SHS Class of '18 Graduation

12:30pm Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert

1:00pm SHS An Evening of Song

2:25pm Spring String Fling 2018

3:00pm Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

4:00pm Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

5:00pm Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert

6:00pm ESCS Spring Concert

7:30pm SHS Class of '18 Graduation

9:30pm Healey School K-2nd Spring Concert

10:00pm SHS An Evening of Song

11:25pm Spring String Fling 2018

Monday, June 25

12:00am Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals

1:00am Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

2:00am Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert

9:00am SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

11:30am SHS Chamber Concert [5.14.18]

12:00pm SHS Boys Lacrosse vs Lynn C.

1:00pm SHS Class Day 2018

3:30pm ESCS Spring Concert

5:00pm SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

7:30pm SHS Chamber Concert [5.14.18]

8:00pm SHS Boys Lacrosse vs Lynn C.

9:00pm SHS Class Day 2018

11:30pm ESCS Spring Concert

Tuesday, June 26

1:00am SHS Class Day 2018

9:00am Argenziano School Heritage Night

11:00am Spring String Fling 2018

12:00pm Brown School Spring Concert

2:00pm SHS Class of '18 Scholarship Awards Night

5:00pm SHS Class of '18 Graduation

7:00pm Argenziano School Heritage Night

9:00pm Spring String Fling 2018

10:00pm Brown School Spring Concert

12:00am Girls' Middle School Basketball Finals

1:00am Boys' Middle School Basketball Finals
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

Lyrical
SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

It was an unusual chilly morning for mid-May, so 
I found myself huddled in the backroom of my old 
haunt, the Bloc 11 Cafe in Union Square. A bald-
ing man with a biblical beard took his place at my 
table. His name, Michael Russem.

Russem is a book designer and printer, and he 
just opened the Katherine Smith Gallery on 108 
Beacon Street in Somerville. The gallery, accord-
ing to Russem, will be “a place that will promote 
affordable collecting by graphic designers and oth-
ers.” Russem continued, “The gallery will tell the 
story of graphic design that can be discerned from 
books, stamps, logos, etc."

The first show the gallery will exhibit will be 
the work of the noted designer Ivan Chermayeff, 
who recently passed away. He designed the logo 
for WGBH, the NBC Peacock, and other proj-
ects. Russem told me, “He really brought mod-
ernism to graphic design. He introduced ab-
stract logos that are not connected with what 
a business or institution does, but rather what 
they are. For instance, a bank back in the day 
may have had a dollar sign as a logo. Now, the 
same bank may have a hexagon with a square, 
like Chase. Certainly more abstract and it sym-
bolizes to an extent who they are.”

Russem is also the owner of the Kat Ran Press, 
that now resides in Somerville. He has done de-
sign work for such prestigious organizations like 
David R. Godine Publishing, New York Review of 
Books, Vassar College, etc. As for his job as a book 
designer, Russem explained, “I first look at a man-
uscript, then I determine the typeface. To be very 
simplistic, if for instance if I am doing a book for a 
French artist, then I would use a French typeface. I 
also determine the length, and size of a line."

Russem showed me a book he designed by the 
late poet/professor Taylor Stoehr, published by 
the Pressed Wafer Press, once located in Boston, 
now in Brooklyn, NY. I knew Stoehr and pub-
lished some of his poems in The Somerville Times, 
and we would often chat in the now defunct Sher-
man's Cafe in Union Square. This book is titled, 
Little Prayers. It is a collection of daily meditations. 
The book is designed in a style that lets the words 
and lines breath, so as to be read in a calm and con-
templative fashion.

Russem, who originally had a shop in North 
Hampton, MA, told me he designed books of 
photographs by such noted practitioners of the art 
as Sally Mann, and Joel Peter Wikin. But many of 
these books were very expensive and bought by 
few. He is now more expansive in what he designs.

For right now the hours for his gallery are 11:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. http://
katranpress.com.

Benjamin D. Carson is a Professor of En-
glish at Bridgewater State University. His 
creative work has appeared or is forthcom-
ing in Red Fez, The Ampersand Review, 
Cactus Heart, Free Inquiry, The Bitchin’ 
Kitsch, and the Charles River Journal.

These Are Just Words

This beauty is going to kill me.
This field. Wheat. That tree. Oak.
The sky, the softest blue, a blanket.
The smell of earth, the heat of day.
But these are just words, not the things
themselves. There is no touching them,
no translating a bird song, a melody
so beautiful it is going to kill me.
A joyous death by a thousand warbles.

— Ben Carson

Somerville's Michael Russem:
An Architect for Books

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Good Food For All to debut in Union Sq. June 23 – 30
More than 30 local businesses team up to create a more inclusive farmers market

Good Food For All is a week-long, community campaign debuting throughout Union Square June 23-30. More 
than 30 local businesses have teamed up to raise awareness and funds for the local SNAP match available at the 
Union Square Farmers Market.

Since 2005, Union Square Main Streets (USMS) has raised money to match SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, the successor to Food Stamps) dollars, making it possible for more eligible households to 
participate in their farmers market. This year, USMS is turning to the public to expand local support for the 
program with Good Food For All the last week in June.

“We know that SNAP recipients often find fresh, local food at farmers markets inaccessible,” said Jessica Eshleman, executive director of Union Square Main Streets. “We 
also know that Somerville stands strong with values of inclusion and community and that residents and visitors love the locally-owned, diverse businesses found here. 
We’re excited to seize this opportunity to urge the public to frequent participating businesses to help keep our farmers market inclusive.”

How does it work? 1): Call a friend, make a date, or venture solo in Union Square between June 23-30; 2): Shop, dine, or play at any of the 30+ participating local 
businesses; 3): Purchase their featured item or promotion (details at www.unionsquaremain.org); 4): Enjoy Union Square, know you are making a difference for your 
neighbors; 5):Participating businesses then donate proceeds to match SNAP items.

Every week throughout the market season, SNAP customers receive a dollar-for-dollar match, up to $10, for healthy, fresh, local food at the Union Square Farmers 
Market.

Local businesses were quick to sign on knowing that the program will have a positive impact on its community and neighbors. "It's rare to find a program like this, where 
the money is raised locally, for local beneficiaries, to be spent on local food from other local vendors,” said Ronn Friedlander, co-founder of Aeronaut Brewing Co. “Good 
Food For All is a great opportunity to increase access to healthy, farmers market food right here in Union Square. How could we not be a part of that?"

Individual donations to the local SNAP match at www.unionsquaremain.org are also encouraged to help meet this year’s fundraising goal of $5,000. Donations are tax 
deductible and make possible these outcomes:

$10 = one SNAP match for one family; $40 = SNAP match benefits for one family for one month; $100 = one SNAP match for ten families; $200 = all the SNAP 
match funds for one Saturday farmers market

Between 2000 and 2016, the poverty rate in Somerville grew from 12.5% to 17%, resulting in children living below the poverty level at 19%. With rising housing costs 
and federal budget cuts, it has become increasingly difficult for families to be able to afford healthy farmers market products. Because of the generosity of residents and 
businesses, since 2005, USMS has provided over $13,000 matching SNAP-payments to help hundreds of our neighbors eat good, fresh, locally-grown food.
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