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By Sanjeev Selvarajah

“Thinking about music, people say things like, 
‘Well, are you are a trumpet player, MC, or spo-
ken-word artist? Is your band hip hop, jazz, or 
soul?’ My answer is, “Yes. All of the above,” Pete 
Shungu, aka “Afro D” said. People can get a taste 
of his eclectic style when he and his band, the 
Afro D All Starz, perform June 1 at the kick 
off of the 2014 SomerStreets festival on East 
Broadway (McGrath Highway to Pennsylva-
nia Avenue).  The band’s most recent album, 
Strength in Numbers, was recorded, mixed and 
mastered by Yuki Kanesaka and Wil Renderos 
of the Audio Chemists.

Shungu performed at Somerville’s 2012 Mar-
tin Luther King Day celebration, and the Afro 
D All Starz were invited to perform at Somer-
Streets by the city’s LGBT liaison because, 
according to SomerStreets’ Carlene Camp-
bell-Hegarty, “their music speaks to a sense of 
community and calls on people to be allies to 
one another.”

Shungu wears his Somerville pride with heart. 
“We rehearse in Somerville, 

Afro D All Starz ready for SomerStreets

The Afro D All Starz will be a featured attraction at this coming Sunday’s Carnaval @ SomerStreets event.

Somerville withdraws from
Secure Communities program

By Douglas Yu

Somerville Mayor Joe Curtatone has taken what 
he describes as a “pro-safety and pro-family” ac-
tion by signing an executive order to withdraw 
the city from the Secure Communities program, 
a program initially enacted by U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to remove il-
legal aliens who pose a threat to public safety.

Curtatone calls the program “a flawed feder-
al program that has left communities less safe, 
torn apart families and deported people with no 
criminal convictions.”

In Massachusetts alone, there have been more 
than 1,000 deportations since the program was 
enacted two years ago, and 61 percent of the de-
portees show no criminal records, according to 
Curtatone. Meanwhile, ICE has admitted that 
about 5 percent of people who were detained by 
the ICE are U.S. citizens.

“For two years, we’ve been told that we don’t 
know what’s the best for our community and 
how to keep our community safe,” Curtatone 
said at a press conference held at City Hall last 
Wednesday morning. “Like so many actions, 
Secure Communities began with the best inten-
tions, but in practice,

Mayor Curtatone, members of the Board of Alderman, and ACLU attorney Laura Rotolo participated in 
the press conference announcing the mayor’s executive order regarding the Secure Communities program. Continued on page 17

Continued on page 20
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This year’s Memorial Day Parade has become a big hit here 
in the city, by far the largest in the state at least. We remem-
ber the days of living a block from the parade route. We’d 
rush up to see the parade, and it was over within seven min-
utes. Congratulations to Joe Curtatone’s administration for 
doing a great job in organizing this yearly event. The crowd 
along the route was big as well, and appreciative of the many 
who marched in celebration of our veterans. Our good little 
friend Delia and her uncle Bobbygeorge have been long time 
parade attendees.

************************
This Thursday at the SHS/City Hall concourse at 2:45 p.m., 
join Mayor Joe Curtatone in raising the Gay/Straight Alli-
ance’s pride flag in honor of Pride Week.  

************************
Happy birthday this week to some of our fans and friends, 
both those in the Ville and those with their hearts here. Big 
time “happy birthday” to our good friend of many years and 
the matriarch of the Hart family, nurse Mary Hart. She and 
her husband, Richard, raised 10 kids here in the city. We 
certainly wish Mary the very best of birthdays; she is a great 
lady. Another popular lady who grew up here -and who lives 
and still works here- is Florence Chickie Pero. She is also 
celebrating this week. Two of our good friends (we don’t use 
this phrase lightly, like others) are celebrating this week, as 
well: longtime friend Johanna Webster, a Realtor out of An-
dover with CBRB; and good friend Nelson Zide, another 
great Realtor out of Framingham with Key Realty Services. 
We wish them both a great day for themselves.

************************
Remember we are on Facebook and Twitter, not to mention 
now over 12K Somerville print readers (and we can prove it). 
We carry real stories and are still truly the only locally owned, 
operated community newspaper here in Somerville, not to 
mention that our website is visited by up to 1,500 (and some-
times more) people per day, and we can prove that as well. 

************************
The East Somerville Reunion is coming July 12, and anyone 
who grew up in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s here in East Somerville 
is invited to the City Club on Lower Washington (across 
from the Holiday Inn). The time is Continued on page 11
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TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to Mayor to limit Somerville participation in 
secure communities program

Roberto says:

In my opinion Curtatone’s action is a very positive thing not for just immigrants but for the city 

of Somerville. I know people who unfortunately is illegal in the country and still give people job 

opportunities including american citizens. Once again congratulations mayor Curtatone for the 

courage and for thinking about not only about all residents but also their kids who will no longer 

have the risk to get separated from their parents because of deportation.

Uncle Rocco says:

I wish we’d spend more energy and resources on going after people who cheat on their taxes 

than who cheat on their immigration status. They’re both civil federal offenses. But one 

group actually adds to the economic health of the country, and the other steals from it.

somdog says:

Truly both a disgrace and lie, in an attempt to shore up the Hispanic vote. First, if they 

are in Somerville Police custody, this means it is at least the second time they have been 

involved in criminal activity, ICE would not have a detainer lodged if they were not involved 

with another felony. The Mayor talks about the 10 Illegals turned over to ICE in Somer-

ville, why not report on the charges they were involved with that ICE had issued detainers? 

Why not address that the reason they had no criminal record is because they defaulted 

on their charges before their court case was to be heard and that is why they had issued a 

detainer? If i was a fugitive I would be making Somerville my new home!

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

TheSomervilleTimes .com poll of the week
In addition to breaking news, sports and opinion, TheSomervilleTimes.com also features a daily poll 
in which you, the reader, tell us where you come down on local issues. Last week’s poll concerned your 
views on whether or not you you agree with Mayor Curtatone’s executive order for police not to hold 
immigrants based solely on immigration status. If you don’t agree with the results, simply log onto The-
SomervilleTimes.com.

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes



BOA meeting addresses transgender rights, 
fossil-fuel investments

By Jeremy F. van der Heiden

Members of the Board of Alder-
men held a regular meeting this 
past Thursday, May 22. at 7 p.m. 
in the Aldermanic Chambers at 
City Hall to discuss several im-
portant matters that are facing 
the city.

To begin, Ward 2 Alderman 
Maryann Heuston explained 
goings on at the Committee on 
Confirmation of Appointments, 
including the appointment of 
two applicants to be sworn 
into the Somerville Police De-
partment. The two men, Shaun 
Clark and Alexander Lorenti, 
were sworn in upon the approval 
of the BOA, and will now attend 
the academy. 

Ward 6 Alderman Rebekah 
Gewirtz provided a rundown of 
matters that were discussed in 
the last Committee on Legisla-
tive Matters, including the ap-
proval of an amendment to the 
city’s Human Rights Policy Or-
dinance to protect transgender 
individuals from discrimination. 
This ordinance would add gen-
der identity and expression to 
the Human Rights Policy. 

Alderman Gewirtz pointed 
out that there was a strong turn-
out at that committee meeting 
for this matter, and many were 
in attendance for the BOA’s gen-
eral meeting as well. The BOA 
accepted the enrollment of the 

report, and the ordinance was 
ordained with unanimous ap-
proval from the aldermen in at-
tendance that night. 

The BOA also approved an 
agenda item that involved the 
acceptance of a grant in the 
amount of $2,940 provided by 
the Somerville Health Foun-
dation to the Council on Aging 
that will support the Lesbian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender Women 
Fit 4 Life Fitness Program. 

The major public hearings that 
took place May 22 related to 
the installation of conduit by 
Lightower Fiber Network from 
a Metro Media manhole to an 
existing NStar manhole in New 
Washington Street. This request 
was accompanied by two sep-
arate similar ones from NStar 
and Comcast, while the first was 
approved and the two others 
were both referred for recom-
mendation. 

Ward 1 Alderman Matt Mc-
Laughlin described an act that 
was recently passed by the state 
Senate regarding increased op-
portunities for long-term sub-
stance abuse recovery. He re-
quested the support of the BOA 
on this matter, which was ap-
proved as well. 

Mayor Joseph Curtatone had 
sent communications to the 
BOA to request to appear before 
the board in an executive ses-
sion to further discuss litigation 

strategy as it relates to an Everett 
casino license and pending com-
munity arbitration with Wynn 
MA, LLC. 

The board approved this and 
two other items submitted by 
the mayor’s office, one regarding 
to litigation strategy for Clear 
Channel billboard requests and 
the other collective bargaining. 
All three items were taken off 
the table and approved for fur-
ther discussion.

Several appointments for the 

Somerville Fire Department 
were referred to the Committee 
on Confirmation of Appoint-
ments, while licensing and per-
mit requests were also sent to 
the applicable committees. 

The BOA discussed a matter 
that first sprouted up several 
months ago, when fossil fuel 
divestment was discussed by 
advocacy groups, members of 
the board and others from the 
community. City Solicitor Fran-
cis Wright had then explained 

that either the board or individ-
ual aldermen taking action in 
this matter could be viewed as a 
conflict of interest, and that he 
would discuss the matter with 
the state Ethics Commission. 

The specific target was the 
Somerville Retirement Board, 
which advocacy groups such as 
Fossil Free Somerville request-
ed divest from fossil fuel related 
companies in the original meet-
ing in March. After researching 
more, the 

Ward 1 Alderman Matt McLaughlin advocated for a study of improved substance abuse recovery programs at Thursdays Gen-
eral Meeting of the Board of Alderman.

MAY 28, 2014••3

City team to visit development
applicants’ projects

With four finalists chosen for master de-
veloper of the targeted redevelopment in 
Union Square, representatives from the 
Union Square Civic Advisory Committee, 
the Somerville Redevelopment Author-
ity, the city and the Board of Aldermen 
will travel to four cities during the last 
week of May to see for themselves what 
each of the finalists has accomplished in 
building mixed-use developments in al-
ready dense urban environments.

From Monday, May 26, through Friday, 
May 30, a 10-person team including rep-
resentatives of the Somerville Redevel-
opment Authority (SRA), Union Square 
Civic Advisory Committee (CAC), the 
Board of Aldermen, staff from the city’s 
Office of Strategic Planning and Com-
munity Development, and Mayor Joe 
Curtatone will travel to Bethesda, Md., 
Chicago, Portland, Ore., and San Jose.

“Each developer’s presentations aside, 
we have to see for ourselves what they 
have accomplished,” Curtatone said. “Are 
their projects true, sustainable commu-
nities built into the fabric of an existing 
urban neighborhood? Are the streets-
capes welcoming to pedestrians and bi-
cyclists? Have they built in green space? 

Are they vibrant urban rooms and not 
ghost towns during the day? These are 
critical questions that cannot be an-
swered by pictures seen during presenta-
tions, but seeing for ourselves what these 
developers have accomplished.”

The three master developer finalists to 
be visited next week are each paying an 
equal amount to cover the travel and re-
lated expenses for the city’s team, roughly 
$20,000 in total, which will cover all 10 
members of the team’s due diligence vis-
its for this portion of the work. The pay-
ments of travel expenses are regulated by 
the Massachusetts Ethics Commission’s 
regulations, which allows the payments 
for a legitimate public purpose, in this 
case business travel necessary to make 
informed purchasing decisions, selections 
and inspections. Each member of the 
city’s team will also file written disclo-
sures to the Ethics Commission.

The team will view projects completed 
by the of the four Union Square master 
developer finalists: Federal Realty Invest-
ment Trust’s Bethesda Row in Bethesda 
and Santana Row in San Jose (Feder-
al Realty has partnered with National 
Development on its application); US2’s 

Lake Shore East and University Village 
in Chicago; and Gerding Edlen’s Brewery 
Blocks and South Waterfront District 
in Portland. A subsequent site visit will 
be scheduled to tour the Abbey Group’s 
projects in Greater Boston. 

“Thanks to the diligence and hard work 
of the CAC and the SRA, we have four 
excellent finalists for this important task, 
but given the scope and importance of get-
ting Union Square right and ensuring that 
we achieve the community’s goals, we must 
undertake even more intense due diligence 
before the SRA makes any decision on a 
master developer,” Curtatone said. 

At the end of April, the 20-member 
Union Square Civic Advisory Commit-
tee submitted a final report to the SRA 
that selected The Abbey Group, Federal 
Realty Investment Trust and National 
Development, Gerding Edlen and US2 
as its four finalists for Union Square mas-
ter developer out of the nine teams that 
submitted responses to the SRA’s request 
for qualifications. Members of the Civic 
Advisory Committee represent commu-
nity members, local advocates and busi-
ness owners with a range of skill sets and 
perspectives. The Continued on page 5

Continued on page 21
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By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Liban Ali, 23, of 362 Rindge 
Ave., Cambridge, May 20, 4:55 
p.m., arrested at 32 Myrtle St. 
on charges of operation of a 
motor vehicle with a suspended 
license, marked lanes violation, 
and improper operation of a 
motor vehicle.

Jeremy Gillis, 30, of 15 
Weston Ave., May 21, 2:07 
p.m., arrested at Bay State Ave. 
on warrant charges of attempt 
to commit a crime and drug 
possession to distribute.

Victor Perez, 21, of 510 Mys-
tic Ave., May 21, 5:22 p.m., 
arrested at home on charges 
of assault and battery and de-
struction of property over 
$250.

Two juveniles, May 22, 1:37 
p.m., arrested at 91 Highland 
Ave. on a charge of disturbance 
of a public assembly.

Jannell Taylor, 26, of 16 Ak-
ron St., Roxbury, May 23, 5:15 
p.m., arrested at Alewife Brook 
Pkwy. on charges of unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle 
and speeding.

Julio Castro, 34, of 8 Everett 
St., May 23, 7:54 p.m., arrested 
at home on a charge of assault 
and battery.

Christina Laverentz, 31, of 
66 Hume Ave., Medford, May 
23, 10:06 p.m., arrested at 381 
Summer St. on charges of fail-

ure to stop or yield and opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license.

Jill Koerber, 34, of 51 Wal-
lace St., May 24, 3:04 p.m., 
arrested at 4 College Ave. on 
charges of assault and disor-
derly conduct.

Chastity Roca, 35, of 235 
Westover Hills Dr., Cary, NC, 
May 24, 4:30 p.m., arrested at 
500 Mystic Ave. on charges of 
speeding and operation of a 
motor vehicle with a suspended 
license, and on warrant charges 
of operation of a motor vehicle 
with a suspended registration 
and uninsured motor vehicle.

Alfrado Faherty, 20, of 268R 
Powderhouse Blvd., May 24, 
6:32 p.m., arrested at Broad-
way on a warrant charge of un-
licensed operation of a motor 
vehicle.

Jason Lescalleet, 46, of 9 
Deer Trail Ln., Berwick, ME, 
May 25, 5:18 a.m., arrested at 
709 McGrath Hwy. on a charge 
of disorderly conduct.

Charles Cashman, 62, May 
25, 12:05 p.m., arrested at 180 
Somerville Ave. on charges of 
trespassing and shoplifting by 
asportation.

James Huguley, 50, May 
25, 7:57 p.m., arrested at 660 
Broadway on a charge of tres-
passing.

Incidents:

Theft:
May 19, 1:13 p.m., police re-

ported a theft at Line St.
May 20, 1:45 p.m., police re-

ported a theft at Bow St.
May 20, 1:52 p.m., police re-

ported a theft at 396 Highland 
Ave.

May 20, 4:07 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at Weston Ave.

May 20, 6:53 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at Highland Ave.

May 21, 1:05 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at 14 McGrath 
Hwy.

May 21, 3:18 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at Rogers Ave.

May 21, 3:41 p.m., police 
reported a theft at McGrath 
Hwy.

May 21, 10:44 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at Jaques St.

May 24, 5:17 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at 77 Middlesex 
Ave.

May 25, 7:05 p.m., police re-
ported a theft at Rossmore St.

Robbery:
May 21, 11:45 a.m., police re-

ported a robbery at 230 High-
land Hwy.

May 24, 1:27 a.m., police re-
ported a robbery at Central St.

Breaking & Entering:
May 21, 6:53 p.m., police re-

ported a breaking & entering at 
Columbus Ave.

May 25, 1:47 p.m., police re-

ported a breaking & entering at 
Beacon St.

Vehicle Theft:
May 23, 1:20 a.m., police re-

ported a vehicle theft at Myrtle 
St.

Assault:
May 21, 5:22 p.m., police re-

ported an assault at Mystic Ave.
May 22, 4:47 a.m., police re-

ported an assault at Tufts St.
May 22, 8:25 p.m., police re-

ported an assault at 275 Bea-
con St.

May 22, 8:38 p.m., police re-
ported an assault at Gilman St.

May 23, 6:18 p.m., police re-
ported an assault at Arlington 
Ave.

May 23, 9:54 p.m., police re-
ported an assault at Everett St.

May 24, 3:04 p.m., police re-
ported an assault at 4 College 
Ave.

May 25, 12:08 a.m., police re-
ported an assault at Lowell St.

Destruction of Property:
May 20, 11:31 a.m., police re-

ported a destruction of proper-
ty at 13 Elm St.

May 20, 4:04 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Linwood St.

May 21, 2:01 a.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Gordon St.

May 21, 12:27 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-

ty at 75 Mystic Ave.
May 21, 2:41 p.m., police re-

ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Grand Union Blvd.

May 21, 4:42 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Tufts St.

May 21, 6:00 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Jasper St.

May 21, 2:50 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at South St.

May 23, 7:49 a.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Ellington Rd.

May 25, 12:05 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at 180 Somerville Ave.

May 25, 9:57 p.m., police re-
ported a destruction of proper-
ty at Broadway.

Disorderly Conduct:
May 19, 11:54 a.m., police re-

ported a disorderly conduct at 
Medford St.

May 22, 1:37 p.m., police re-
ported a disorderly conduct at 
91 Highland Ave.

May 24, 8:01 p.m., police re-
ported a disorderly conduct at 
105 Alewife Brook Pkwy.

May 25, 5:18 a.m., police re-
ported a disorderly conduct at 
709 McGrath Hwy.

Drug Violation:
May 22, 5:54 p.m., police re-

ported a drug violation at Col-
lege Ave.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

All she wanted was a light

Students just couldn’t leave school voluntarily

A police officer patrolling the 
Davis Square area last Saturday 
afternoon heard someone shout, 
“Fight!” in the vicinity of Statue 
Park and proceeded to the scene 
to investigate.

Upon arrival the officer re-
portedly spotted one woman 
striking another woman, as well 

as a man who was apparent-
ly attempting to intercede and 
break up the fight. 

The officer immediately radi-
oed for backup then separated 
the two women.

Upon questioning, the al-
leged victim told police that 
the woman who was hitting 

her, Jill Koerber, 34, became 
upset because she did get a 
cigarette lighter that she had 
asked for from the victim. She 
then began hitting the victim 
and her male companion, ac-
cording to reports.

Koerber continuously shout-
ed obscenities at the victim as 

the officers tried to question 
her, police said. The incident 
was unfolding in the middle of 
Statue Park, where many fami-
lies with children were gathered 
at the time.

As Koerber repeatedly ig-
nored the officers’ request to 
calm down and stay quiet, it 

was decided that she would 
be placed under arrest and 
charged with assault and dis-
orderly conduct.

Koerber reportedly kicked and 
screamed as she was forcibly put 
into a patrol car for transport to 
booking, shouting, “You bitch! 
All this over a lighter!”

Police were called to Somerville 
High School by the Vice Princi-
pal last week to assist in having 
two students removed from the 
premises.

The Vice Principal report-
edly indicated that the boys 
had been disruptive and were 
asked to leave the school 
grounds more than once, after 

becoming involved in a minor 
incident.

The two juveniles were report-
edly verbally abusive to the Vice 
Principal and continued to re-

fuse leaving the school grounds.
Police officers searched the 

area and eventually found the 
boys near the school atrium.

They were subsequently 

placed under arrest, charged 
with disrupting a public as-
sembly, and taken off the 
school grounds for booking at 
the Police Station.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Help Keep Somerville Safe!
Do your part - Leave a message on our tip hotline answering machine – All calls are confidential – Your Privacy is Assured.
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Eagle Feathers #53

“Solar”ville
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

About three weeks ago, Somerville had two days in a row 
of 80 degree weather, the first time since last August. The 
winter was long and cold, but the sun did shine; and we 
all benefitted from its power. The sun has been out there 
for about 4.5 billion years and scientist’s say it hasn’t even 
approached its middle age yet. It’s a huge entity in which 
its actions give us our heat, water, and vegetation. It took 
a long time, 200,000 years, but newcomer, “man,” is now 
tapping its gifts. 

Look around you. Its seeds are sprouting all over in the 
form of solar panels. You can find them everywhere and in 
every size. They provide power to laptops, toys and hearing 
aides, to the roof of the White House and space vehicles 
on the moon. Locally, you can see an increasing amount of 
roof top panels, and even the squares and parks of Somer-
ville are sprinkled with solar-panel trash compactors called 
Big Belly. Solar power has come to Gillette Stadium’s Pa-
triot Place and also to Fenway Park, the first professional 
baseball stadium to go solar. Massachusetts currently has 
about 47 solar panels for every seat at Fenway.  Even on 
Route 93, as it winds through the city, you can observe that 
some of its signs and equipment are solar, as are the roof-
tops of some of the buildings that border it.  

These solar panels have more to do with Somerville than 
one would think.  In 1909, The New York Herald, Sci-
entific American, Modern Electronics, Technical World 
Magazine, and the Engineering News, were among others 
who featured a Somerville man in their newspapers and 
journals. His name was George Cove. He moved here from 
Canada and like his father before him, was an inventor. He 
once invented an automobile brake and traded its rights 
for a $1,400 car, a lot of money for that time. He received 
a Gold Medal from the Canadian government for his plan 
to utilize the Bay of Fundy and its fifty-foot ocean tide 
for power. Add to the list, a seven-year windless electric 
clock and other inventions. But his most pioneering and 
inspiring invention was the creation of the first solar panel 
and battery to harvest the sun’s power and put it to work. 
Mr. Cove successfully built and tested it at his factory at 
486 Somerville Avenue, the site of the now St. Anthony’s 
School. Patented in 1906, it was called the “Solar Electric 
Generator” and was the foundation of solar energy today.

So, you can thank George if you find yourself out and 
about observing and dreaming of solar power at work. So-
lar cars are right around the corner, and highway pavement 
itself might soon be turned into giant solar collectors. But 
be careful because solar panels also power the new an-
ti-speed cameras on our roads.

OPEN LETTER
To Mr. Crosby and the Mass 
Gaming Commission,

By now you have certainly 
heard from countless Somer-
ville residents regarding the 
proposed Everett casino.  You 
have no doubt heard concerns 
about environmental issues, 
traffic, crime, and a lack of 
support for casinos in general.  
I share all of these concerns, 
and greatly fear the detrimen-
tal effects of a casino so close 
to Somerville.  However, as 
the ward 1 alderman, whose 
district is right across the riv-
er from the proposed casino, 
I have another fear that is be-
ing overlooked.  That concern 
is the economic impact the 
casino will have on our newly 
burgeoning East Somerville 
business districts.

It took nearly 50 years for 
our work at Assembly Square 
to finally come to fruition.  
Businesses are only now open-
ing in what has been heralded 
as the biggest development on 
the eastern seaboard.  We are 
also in the midst of a complete 
renovation of lower Broadway, 
which promises to turn East 
Somerville into a hot destina-
tion for restaurants and social 
events.  My neighborhood 
fought for generations to fi-
nally get the financial respect 
it deserves.  Now casino ex-
ecutives from Las Vegas arbi-
trarily picked a contaminated 
Monsanto site to drop a tow-
ering structure that will siphon 
all the expected revenue from 

our efforts.
There are many things that 

can be said of the pros and 
cons of casinos in Massachu-
setts.  No one can deny that 
a casino will make money, 
which means revenue for the 
commonwealth.  But for ev-
ery action there is a reaction.  
Just as it is clear that a casino 
will make money, it is equally 
clear that money spent in such 
a casino will be money lost to 
every business in the vicinity. 
The very nature of a casino 
is to bring customers in and 
not let them go until they are 
bled for every penny they have.  
Casinos do not share. They 
want all the revenue, not just 
some, otherwise they would 
not build the restaurants, bars 
and activities unrelated to 
gambling.  A casino is first and 
foremost a gambling hotspot, 
and with all forms of gambling, 
the house always wins in the 
long run and everyone else is 
left wanting.

It is unfortunate that the 
good people of Everett are be-
ing seduced with the promises 
of tax revenue and business 
dollars to sell their neighbor-
hood to Las Vegas speculators.  
I truly understand their desire 
to improve their community, 
but every neighborhood sur-
rounding the proposed site is 
vehemently opposed to it.  A 
towering gambling structure, 
surrounded by numerous es-
tablished business districts, in 
the middle of one of the most 

crowded roads in the state, is 
not the appropriate location 
for such a venue.  

There is a location, however, 
that makes far more sense for 
a casino, and that is the pro-
posed site in Revere.  Suffolk 
Downs is an economically 
blighted, downtrodden area 
that is in desperate need of 
rehabilitation.  They already 
have horse racing, and that 
business will surely see in-
creased revenue from a casino, 
as opposed to our neighbor-
hood which will certainly see 
a loss of revenue.  Revere also 
lost significant revenue due to 
the state ban on dog racing.  If 
a casino must be built, and that 
is a big if, it would certainly 
be better suited to an area al-
ready known for gambling, not 
known for chemical waste and 
traffic jams.

The people of East Somer-
ville have waited a long time 
to see their community rise 
as a destination. We did it the 
hard way, by creating a de-
sirable mixed-use neighbor-
hood with businesses making 
an honest dollar.  Our efforts 
should not be undermined by 
get rich quick schemes from 
billionaires thousands of miles 
away.  I humbly request that 
this board reject the proposed 
Everett site in favor of the Re-
vere location.

Sincerely,
Matthew McLaughlin
Alderman, Ward 1, Somerville

SRA voted in May to accept 
that report and the selection of 
those four finalists. It will next 
continue to discuss the finalists’ 
qualifications at its next meeting 
June 5.

“The redevelopment of tar-
geted sites in Union Square 
and our vision for the future of 
Union Square is too important 
to rely solely on applications and 
presentations alone,” Somer-
ville Redevelopment Authority 
Chairman Nancy Busnach said. 

“Visiting these projects our-
selves and seeing first hand the 
work done by the four finalists 
will allow us to make a fully in-
formed decision about which, if 
any, of these developers can take 
on the task of designing and im-
plementing the Union Square 
Revitalization Plan while retain-
ing the character of the neigh-
borhood and what we already 
love about it.”

The master developer partner 
will work with the city, the SRA, 

current property owners and 
community members to design 
and implement the first phase of 
the Union Square Revitalization 
Plan, including the redevelop-
ment of seven key parcels iden-
tified in the plan. 

Once a master developer part-
ner is selected, the CAC will act 
as a sounding board for the mas-
ter developer. The committee 
will help shape proposals that 
will then be brought forward for 
full public review.

The team and its itinerary
The members of the city’s team include Mayor Curtatone; Ward 2 Alderman Maryann Heuston; 
Ward 5 Alderman and Housing and Community Development Committee Chairman Mark Nie-
dergang; SRA Chairman Nancy Busnach; SRA member Michael Dwyer; CAC Chairman Wig 
Zamore; CAC member Michael Dacey from Fringe Union; OSPCD Executive Director Michael 
Glavin; City Director of Economic Development Ed O’Donnell; and Amanda Maher, senior eco-
nomic planner from OSPCD. The itinerary for these due diligence trips is as follows:

Tuesday, May 27: Leave Boston at 8 a.m. to Washington, DC
Leave Washington, DC at 4:49 p.m. to Chicago 

Wednesday, May 28: Leave Chicago at 5:25 p.m. to Portland 
Thursday, May 29: Leave Portland at 4:30 p.m. to San Jose 
Friday, May 30: Leave San Francisco at 4:29 p.m. to Boston

City team to visit development 
applicants’ projects   CONT. FROM PG 3
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

Sell your 
house today!
“We’ll sell your house fast!”

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040
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‘Carnaval @ SomerStreets’ this Sunday
The city’s fifth annual Somer-
Streets series kicks off for sum-
mer 2014 with “Carnaval @ 
SomerStreets” on East Broad-
way Sunday, June 1, from noon 
to 4 p.m. (rain or shine). Somer-
Streets is the city’s take on 
the internationally renowned 
“open streets” concept, closing 
busy city streets to vehicles and 
opening them up for cycling, 
walking, dancing, running and 
other activities. 

The event June 1 is produced 
through a partnership with East 
Somerville Main Streets, and its 
programming will extend along 
East Broadway from the inter-
section of Broadway and Mc-
Grath Highway to Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 

SomerStreets begins at noon 
with the motion parade at the 
Cross Street Senior Center led 
by Mayor Joseph Curtatone. 
Carnaval will have live music 
on three stages with perfor-
mances by: Afro D All Starz; 
Marcus Santos and AfroBrazil; 
Duppy Conquerors; Hot Sauce 

Blues Jam; the PHA drum line; 
On Stage Dance; El Sistema 
Somerville; Dirty Water Brass 
Band;,Coral infanto-juvenil do 
BEM; Meta Dance; and The 
Pennies. Other activities include 
“SomerPeople” -a celebration 
of Somerville’s diversity- family 
friendly entertainment, arts and 
crafts and outdoor dining.

In order to ensure public safety 
at the event, several road closures 
and parking bans will be in effect 
between McGrath Highway and 
Lombardi Avenue. 

• Closed to all vehicular traffic 
• No parking on either side of 

the street from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Residents who live on the 

west side of Broadway will be 
detoured onto Broadway at 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

• Residents who live on the 
east side of Broadway will be de-
toured onto Pearl Street.

• One-way streets on the west 
side of Broadway will become 
two-way streets for the duration 
of the event.

• Buses will be rerouted from 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Contact 311 
for more information.

For more information on road 

closures or how to participate in 
upcoming events, contact Car-
lene Campbell-Hegarty, director 

of community relations, at 857-
523-9017 or visit www.somer-
villema.gov.

East Broadway will come alive with the sights, sounds and spectacle of “Carnaval @ SomerStreets” this coming Sunday.

Upcoming SomerStreets dates and locations

SomerStreets takes place one Sunday per month from June to October. The 2014 events schedule after June 1 is as follows:
• Sunday, July 27: Seize the Summer @ SomerStreets. Highland Avenue (Walnut Street to Cedar Street)

• Sunday, Sept. 7: Strike Up the Bands @ SomerStreets. Holland Street (Davis Square to Teele Square)

• Sunday, Oct. 20: Monster MashedUp @ SomerStreets. Somerville Avenue (Union Square to Elm Street)
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THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records the votes of local representatives on one roll call 
and local senators on 11 from the week of May 19-23.

Our Legislators in the House and Senate for 
Somerville:

Rep. Denise Provost
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-seventh Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of precinct 3 of ward 2, all precincts 
of ward 3, precinct 3 of ward 4, and all precincts of 
wards 5 and 6, of the city of Somerville, in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Timothy Toomey 
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-sixth Middle-
sex. - Consisting of all precincts of ward 1, precinct 1 
of ward 2, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 3, and precinct 1 
of ward 6, of the city of Cambridge, and all precincts of 
ward 1 and precincts 1 and 2 of ward 2, of the city of 
Somerville, both in the county of Middlesex.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Second Middlesex. 
- Consisting of the cities of Cambridge, wards 9 to 11, 
inclusive, Medford and Somerville, and the town of 
Winchester, precincts 4 to 7, inclusive, in the county of 
Middlesex.

CHARTER SCHOOLS (H 4091)
House 114-35, approved and sent to the Senate a bill 
that would gradually lift the cap on charter schools 
in some Massachusetts communities. Lifting the cap 
would be allowed only in the lowest performing 10 per-
cent of districts that are also at or near the current cap 
for the 2017-2018 academic year. The measure also re-
quires troubled schools that are in danger of becoming 
underperforming schools to be designated as “challenge 
schools” and to develop two-year turnaround plans.
Supporters said the bill provides a very responsible and 
limited increase in the charter school caps and would 
only affect six districts. They noted it would also give a 
second chance to low-performing schools by allowing 
then to develop turnaround plans before being declared 
underperforming.

Opponents said the cap should not be lifted at all. They 
argued that these experimental schools have question-
able performance records and are draining desperately 
needed funds and many of the best students from regu-
lar public schools. 
(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Rep. Denise Provost No
 Rep. Timothy Toomey Yes

APPROVE $36.4 BILLION FISCAL 2015 STATE 
BUDGET (S 4)
Senate 39-1, following two days and nights of debate, 
approved an estimated $36.4 billion fiscal 2015 state 
budget. During debate, the Senate added a bottom line 
of $130 million to the price tag. The House has approved 
a different version of the budget. A House-Senate con-
ference committee will work out a compromise version 
and send it to Gov. Deval Patrick.
Supporters said the budget is a fiscally responsible and 
balanced one that funds important programs to the best 
of the state’s ability during this difficult economy.
The lone opponent said the budget is fiscally irresponsi-
ble and is based on millions of dollars in taxes working 
families can’t afford. He noted it also continues a trend 
of inadequate local aid to cities and towns.
(A “Yes” vote is for the budget. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico Yes
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

SALES TAX-FREE HOLIDAY (S 4)
Senate 7-32, rejected an amendment allowing consum-
ers to buy most products that cost under $2,500 on Sat-
urday, August 9, and Sunday, August 10, without paying 
the state’s 6.25 percent sales tax. 
Supporters of the bill said that the holiday would boost 
retail sales and noted that consumers over the past sev-
eral years have saved millions of dollars during similar 
tax-free holidays. They argued that the state’s sales tax 
revenue loss would be offset by increased revenue from 
the meals and gas tax revenue generated by shoppers on 
those two days. 
Some opponents of the bill said the state cannot afford 
the up to $40 million revenue loss and argued the holi-
day actually generates little additional revenue for stores 
because consumers would buy the products even without 
the tax-free days. They said that the Legislature should be 
looking at broader, deeper tax relief for individuals and 
businesses and not a tiny tax-free holiday. Others said that 
legislators should not vote for this tax holiday when they 
have not yet restored all the local aid, education and other 
program cuts made over the past few years.
(A “Yes” vote is for the tax-free holiday. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

REPEAL INDEXING OF GAS TAX (S 4)
Senate 8-31, rejected an amendment that would repeal 
the indexing of the gas tax to inflation.
Supporters of repeal said this indexing amounts to a 
permanent regular increase in the gas tax. They argued 
that future legislators, not some faceless, unaccountable 
economic index, should decide whether to raise the gas 
tax. They noted that if this index had been in place in 
1992, the gas tax today would be 40 cents per gallon in-
stead of 24 cents per gallon.
Opponents of repeal said the indexing is a fair indica-
tor of whether the gas tike should be hiked. They noted 

the indexing is essential to ensure that there is sufficient 
money to pay for any rise in the costs of the materials 
that are used for road and bridge repairs and other trans-
portation projects. The argued that future legislators can 
always propose decreases in the gas tax.
(A “Yes” vote is for repealing indexing. A “No” vote is 
against repeal and favors indexing.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

REDUCE INCOME TAX RATE TO 5 PERCENT 
(S 4)
Senate 5-34, rejected an amendment reducing the in-
come tax from 5.3 percent to 5 percent over three years. 
Amendment supporters said that voters in 2000 ap-
proved a gradual reduction of that year’s 5.85 percent 
tax to five percent by January 2003, and it is time for the 
Legislature to honor that vote. They argued that the bil-
lions of dollars saved by taxpayers will be pumped back 
into the economy.
Opponents said the state simply cannot afford to lose 
billions of dollars in revenue that will result in severe 
cuts to very important programs like education, local 
aid, mental health and substance abuse.  
(A “Yes” vote is for the reduction. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

REPEAL “ESTATE/DEATH” TAX (S 4)
Senate 4-34, rejected an amendment that would repeal 
Massachusetts’ estate tax, also known as the death tax 
– a tax on the value of the decedent’s estate before distri-
bution to any beneficiary. The first $1 million is exempt 
from this tax and the tax on anything over $1 million 
is a graduated one that according to the Department of 
Revenue’s website ranges from .8 percent to 16 percent.
Amendment supporters said this regressive tax is unfair 
and noted that Massachusetts is losing many residents 
who move to other states where this tax does not exist.
Amendment opponents said the state cannot afford the 
estimated $360 million annual loss in revenue.
(A “Yes” vote is for repeal of the tax. A “No” vote is 
against repeal and favors the tax.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

PAY SALES TAX ON ACTUAL SALE PRICE OF 
CELL PHONE (S 4)
Senate 13-25, rejected an amendment that would re-
quire  consumers to pay the state’s 6.25 sales tax only on 
the price they actually pay for a cell phone.
Under a current regulation by the Department of Reve-
nue, the sales tax on the purchase of a bundled package – 
a cellular phone discounted because it is sold along with 
the customer’s one-, two- or three-year commitment to 
the seller’s calling plan – is based on the wholesale price 
that the store paid for it, not on the price actually paid 
by the consumer. That wholesale price is almost always 
higher than what the consumer paid for the phone.
For example, a phone has a suggested retail price of 
$500, but the store purchased it wholesale for $200 
and then sold it at a discount for $50 because it came 
with a service agreement. Under current regulations, 
the state’s 6.25 percent sales tax would be based on the 
$200, not on the $50 the customer actually paid.  In 
that case, the retailer may choose to pay the additional 
sales tax, share it with the consumer or pass it entirely 
on to the consumer.  
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Supporters of the new proposal said it is ridiculous that 
a customer and/or a retailer is currently forced to pay 
a sales tax on an amount that was more than the actual 
transaction. They argued it is time to change this anti-
quated and unfair regulation and save retailers and con-
sumers millions of dollars.
Opponents of the proposal said the state cannot afford 
the estimated $12 million revenue loss. 
(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment calculating the tax 
based on the price the consumer paid. A “No” vote is 
against the amendment.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT (S 4)
Senate 7-32, rejected an amendment that would increase 
the earned income tax credit for low-income working 
families with children living at home from 15 percent to 
30 percent of the federal credit. The credit is applied to-
ward the taxpayer’s liability, and if it exceeds the liability, 
the taxpayer receives the excess credit as a refund. 
Amendment supporters said this increased credit will 
help thousands of low-income working families who are 
struggling to make ends meet and will result in many of 
them paying little or no state income tax. 
Some amendment opponents said the increase would 
cost the state an estimated $130 million, which it cannot 
afford. Others said they might support the idea but that 
the proposal is a major change and should be filed as a 
separate bill that would go through the normal legisla-
tive process including public hearings.
(A “Yes” vote is for the increase. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

TRANSPARENCY (S 4)
Senate 16-23, rejected an amendment that would re-
quire the state treasurer to post on its Open Checkbook 
website the name and the amount that the state has paid 
out in any severance and settlement agreements involv-
ing state employee disputes.
Amendment supporters said the average annual payout 
by the state averages more than $11 million. They ar-
gued that state officials often ignore public record laws 
by stonewalling legitimate requests, charging exorbitant 
fees and making far more redactions than necessary.
Amendment opponents said a Senate committee is al-
ready working on a similar bill. They argued the idea 
should be considered as a separate piece of legislation 
that would go through the normal legislative process in-
cluding public hearings.
(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is against 
the amendment.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

USE SURPLUS FOR LOCAL AID TO CITIES 
AND TOWNS (S 4)
Senate 7-32, rejected an amendment that would require 
one-half of any state surplus tax revenue remaining at 
the end of this fiscal year on June 30 to be distributed to 
cities and towns as additional local aid. The amendment 
would cap the amount at $50 million. 
Amendment supporters said this would promote fiscal 
responsibility and ensure that the Legislature does not 
squander any budget surplus. They argued that strug-

gling cities and towns need this excess money.
Amendment opponents said it is irresponsible to prom-
ise any portion of a surplus to cities and towns without 
knowing what the state’s financial situation will be at 
that time. They argued that the amendment would tie 
the hands of the Legislature. 
(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment requiring that up to 
$50 million of surplus revenue go to local aid. A “No” 
vote is against the amendment.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

REVIEW ALL STATE CREDIT CARDS (S 4)
Senate 7-32, rejected an amendment requiring the state 
auditor to conduct an audit of every state-funded credit 
card distributed by state agencies and quasi-indepen-
dent agencies.
Amendment supporters said there have been problems 
involving misuse of credit cards. They argued it is time 
to crack down and ensure the cards are not abused.
Amendment opponents said the amendment is unnec-
essary. They noted State Auditor Suzanne Bump has 
already made great progress in addressing this issue.
(A “Yes” vote is for the review of all credit cards. A “No” 
vote is against the review.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

WELFARE CHANGES (S 4)
Senate 12-17, rejected an amendment making changes 
in the state’s welfare and Electronic Benefits Card (EBT 
Card) systems. Provisions include requiring newly is-
sued or reissued EBT cars to have a photograph; termi-
nating the benefits to any recipient who fails to notify 
the welfare department of a change of address; establish-
ing that an absence from the state for more than 30 days 
means the recipient’s Massachusetts residency has been 
abandoned; prohibiting the cards from being used to 
buy televisions, stereos, video games or consoles at rent-
to-own stores; and penalizing store owners who know-
ingly sell prohibited items to a recipient.
Supporters said this long overdue overhaul of the wel-
fare system is firm, fair and honest and will crack down 
on welfare abuse while offering many poor people a road 
to economic independence. They noted the House and 
Senate in November approved two different versions of 
a reform bill that have been stuck in a conference com-
mittee since then.
Amendment opponents urged senators to wait until a 
conference committee has hashed out a compromise ver-
sion on which each branch can vote.  
(A “Yes” vote is for the restrictions. A “No” vote is against 
them.)

 Sen. Sal DiDomenico No
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICERS (S 4) - The 
House gave initial approval to a bill imposing a manda-
tory ten-year sentence on someone who commits an as-
sault or an assault and battery on a state, local or MBTA 
police officer by discharging a firearm, rifle, shotgun, 
assault weapon or covert weapon while the officer is en-

gaged in his or her duties.

MOVE OVER FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES 
(H 3036) - The House gave initial approval to a bill 
expanding the current “Move Over Law” to include 
public utility vehicles. The current law requires driv-
ers to reduce their speed to that of a “reasonable and 
safe speed for road conditions” when they spot an 
emergency vehicle with flashing lights on the side of 
the highway. The current law applies to fire trucks, po-
lice vehicles, ambulances, disaster vehicles and highway 
maintenance vehicles.
 
SHARK FINS (H 4089) - The House gave initial ap-
proval to a bill banning the possession and sale of shark 
fins in the Bay State. Shark finning is the practice of cut-
ting off the fins of sharks and then throwing them back 
into the ocean to die. The bill is being spearheaded by 
Sean Lesniak, a nine-year-old boy from Lowell. 
Supporters said it is outrageous and a shame that this 
is all done merely to make shark fin soup, an Asian 
delicacy.

CHANGES IN ELECTION LAWS (H 4207) - Gov. 
Patrick signed into law a bill making changes in the 
state’s election laws. Key provisions allow online voter 
registration; 16- and 17-year-olds to “pre-register” to 
vote and automatically be qualified to vote upon turning 
18; and early voting beginning 10 business days before 
any primary or general election and ending two days be-
fore the election.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of May 19-23, the House met for a 
total of five hours and 24 minutes and the Senate met 
for a total of 26 hours and 57 minutes.

Mon. May 19 House 11:00 a.m. to 11:34 a.m.
 Senate 11:03 a.m. to 12:05 p.m.

Tues. May 20 No House session
 No Senate session

Wed. May 21 House 1:06 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 Senate 10:01 a.m. to 9:32 p.m. 
 
Thurs. May 22 House 11:05 a.m. to 11:31 a.m.
 Senate 10:01 a.m. to 12:25 a.m. (Friday)
 
Fri. May 23 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued

Be sure to visit us online at www .TheSomervilleTimes .com

and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/thesomervilletimes
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COMMENTARY

Rock the bus!
I attended Somer-

ville High School 
from 1969 to 1971 
(Yes, I graduated!). 
One of my fondest 
and funniest memo-

ries was the bus ride home at the end of 
the school day. We used to walk down 
School Street and get the Clarendon Hill 
via Broadway bus. The driver would park 
until the bus was pretty much filled up 
and packed with a bunch of wise guys 
who would do anything for a laugh. It 
was very noisy on that bus as we let loose 
all the pent-up energy from the school 
day (school wasn’t as laid back in those 
days). Finally, we were free of that ego-
maniac “tough guy” math teacher Mr. 
#%@+@&! We had escaped the taunt-
ing of the mean “building master!” Yes, no 
one could bother us now because we had 
made it to the safety and comfort of the 

bus. It was a hassle-free zone. A teacher-
less refuge. A safe haven from bullies. A 
place where we could goof around! 

The bus driver knew that there was the 
potential for a huge amount of tomfool-
ery. Being let out after a long day of high 
school, with all the rules, discipline and 
structure cast us into a near frenzy. He 
knew there was a good chance that we 
would yell out the windows, sing songs, 
and yell and scream like the crazy school 
kids we were. But of all the disturbed and 
screwball things we did, there was one 
trick that drove the bus driver wild. There 
was one twisted thing we were capable of 
that would actually force the driver to pull 
the bus over and get out until we stopped. 
What was it? We would all stand up on 
both sides of the bus and rock back and 
forth in unison until it was rocking and a 
rolling. We would get it rocking so much 
that it actually felt like it could tip over! 

Yes, I know it seems like we were out of 
control punks, but hey, we had no cell 
phones or iPods, no Play Stations, and 
no laptops or iPads. We had to entertain 
ourselves! 

When the bus finally filled up and the 
driver started off, we would be OK until 
we got out of Magoun Square. Then we 
would start a chant: “Let’s rock the bus … 
let’s rock the bus…” We would get the bus 
rocking gradually. Then as soon as Ball 
Square came into view, the chant would 
change to “do it on the bridge ... do it on 
the bridge!” By the time the bus went over 
the Ball Square bridge, it was rocking like 
a sideways see saw! The bus driver would 
pull over and get out of the bus until we 
stopped. We did stop … as soon as we 
got over the bridge. Most of us would be 
off the bus by the time it got to Powder 
House Park. That poor bus driver!

That old bus was great! It had the thick 

cushioned seats that were really com-
fortable. It drove very smoothly, too. You 
hardly felt the potholes. We had a lot of 
fun on those bus rides home from high 
school. Occasionally, one of those cool 
old buses will drive in the Memorial Day 
parade. Seeing one of those big, old or-
ange dinosaurs really brings back great 
memories; a bunch of teenage goofballs 
having some harmless fun. Plus, where 
else could you have such a great time for 
only 10 cents?

Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Refuting myths about undocumented immigrants

By Joseph A. Curtatone

Last week I signed an executive 
order that limits Somerville’s 
participation in the flawed 
federal Secure Communities 
program, through which U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) asks—but 
does not require, as this is a 
program and not federal law—
local law enforcement to hold 
undocumented immigrants 
after they have already posted 
bail or been ordered released 
by the courts. Somerville is 
taking this step to bring people 
who are already valuable, con-
tributing members of our com-
munity out of the shadows. We 
want to encourage and boost 
cooperation with local law 
enforcement and keep fami-
lies together, a factor that can 
stop crime before it happens. 
This is pro-public safety and 
pro-family values. News of my 
executive order inflamed pas-
sionate debate on both sides of 
the immigration issue, but too 
many of the arguments against 
this action are based on flawed 
logic and ignorance of the facts 

about undocumented immi-
grants in our country. Let’s 
clear up some of those myths.

Some said that crime will go 
up in Somerville because of this 
order. Beyond the fact that this 
assertion paints with a broad, 
discriminatory brush implying 
that all undocumented immi-
grants are criminals, it runs 
contrary to the facts we’ve seen 
nationally and here in Somer-
ville. Nationally, the CATO 
Institute points out that data 
shows immigrants are actual-
ly less likely to commit crimes 
than native-born residents. In 
Somerville, since 2008, our 
Police Department has had 
an internal policy that they do 
not contact ICE about undoc-
umented immigrants unless 
they are suspects in a serious 
crime, such as assault, rape, or 
weapons charges. What has 
happened since 2008? Crime 
in Somerville has dropped by 
roughly one-third.

Let’s be clear: If you commit 
a serious crime in Somerville, 
you will still be investigated, 
arrested and prosecuted to the 
full extent of the law. This ex-
ecutive order does not change 
that, nor will it stop Somerville 
Police Officers from working 
and cooperating with ICE on 
the apprehension of real threats 
to public safety, such as na-
tional security issues, violent 
crimes and felonies. Regardless 
of your immigration status, if 

you commit a serious crime in 
Somerville, you will pay the 
consequences, and if you are an 
undocumented immigrant, that 
includes deportation.

What we won’t do anymore is 
participate in the part of Secure 
Communities that doesn’t work. 
We are not going to hold people 
for minor violations, like traffic 
stops, that normally do not re-
sult in incarceration. An ICE 
detainer is a voluntary request 
according to ICE’s own internal 
documents—not a law—and 
it’s a request issued by an ICE 
officer, not a warrant issued by a 
judge. If a court orders someone 
released for a misdemeanor or 
other non-violent crime, unless 
ICE has a criminal warrant or 
other probable cause not relat-
ed to immigration enforcement, 
Somerville Police will not hold 
them. There’s a legal reason for 
this: a federal judge ruled last 
month that holding a person 
released by the courts would 
violate the Fourth Amendment, 
and leave our city vulnerable to 
a lawsuit.

But it’s not just a practical and 
legal action on our part. It’s a 
moral action. These people are 
already part of our communi-
ty—students in our schools, 
workers and customers of our 
businesses, contributing to our 
vibrant neighborhoods and 
our economy.

A common refrain is that these 
members of our community 

should have “gotten in the line” 
and “followed the process” of 
legal immigration. The problem 
is: there is no line or process for 
most people. Unless you have an 
immediate relative in the U.S. 
who is a citizen or lawful per-
manent resident, legally coming 
to this country generally means 
that a person must have a college 
degree, in a specialty occupation, 
with a job offer in hand from an 
employer who is willing to file 
the paperwork for a labor certifi-
cation and pay up to $10,000 in 
legal and other fees. These pro-
visions would have disqualified 
many of our parents and grand-
parents from legally immigrat-
ing years ago. 

Even for a college educated 
person in a specialty occupation 
in that situation, a green card 
typically takes six to 10 years, 
so employers who want these 
foreign born, college educated 
specialists to start right away 
must apply for a temporary 
work visa—which has an annual 
cap and is capped for this com-
ing year at 65,000. As of April 
7, U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services had already re-
ceived enough petitions to meet 
the cap level. Coming to this 
country is next to impossible for 
so many who only desire to work 
hard and provide a better life for 
their families.

What about fair taxation? 
Residents pay their fair share of 
taxes that pay for services, but 

what about undocumented im-
migrants? The truth is that un-
documented immigrants pay a 
significant amount of state and 
local taxes—$10.6 billion as 
recently as 2010. That year, the 
estimated 120,000 to 200,000 
undocumented immigrants 
in Massachusetts contributed 
more than $150 million in state 
and local taxes. They also con-
tributed a net $12 billion in tax-
es to the Social Security trust 
fund. By 2007, the Social Se-
curity trust fund had received 
a net benefit of somewhere be-
tween $120 billion and $240 
billion from undocumented 
workers, the vast majority of 
whom never receive Social Se-
curity benefits. 

A deadlocked Congress has 
left us with a broken federal 
immigration system, pushing 
members of our community 
into the shadows on the mar-
gins of society. We cannot wait 
for the federal government to act 
anymore. We need to make sure 
that our community members 
who are contributing to our lives 
and our economy are not crimi-
nalized because of a broken sys-
tem. These are our neighbors, 
our children’s classmates, our 
relatives and friends. These im-
migrants are an integral part of 
our communities and deserve to 
live as equals, and not have their 
lives shackled by a system that 
everyone knows is broken and is 
crying out for reform.
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COMMENTARY

The View Of The Times
Mayor Joseph Curtatone signed an ex-
ecutive order last week directing Somer-
ville police to not detain illegal immi-
grants after they have already posted bail 
or been ordered released by the courts. 
The order was issued in response to the 
federal Secure Communities program, 
which asks cities and towns to hold such 
immigrants for processing by Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 
But the order also reflected a policy al-
ready in place within the Somerville Po-
lice Department for several years, so it 
was more of a symbolic gesture than a 

change in day-to-day practices. 
Actions such as the executive order and 

similar laws passed in other parts of the 
country, according to proponents, will 
improve law enforcement’s relationship 
with immigrant communities, allowing 
police to gain the trust – and therefore 
obtain critical information during inves-
tigations of crimes – of people who might 
otherwise not come forward for fear of 
having their status checked.  How willing 
illegal immigrants are to take police at 
their word remains to be seen, and it will 
be interesting to hear from officers on the 

ground in a year or so whether the order 
had its desired effect in that area.

Supporters of Secure Communities 
note that illegal immigrants should be 
detained regardless of whether they have 
committed any other arrestable offense 
because they are here illegally. People like 
Curtatone who disagree sidestep that 
particular argument by replacing “illegal” 
with the more bureaucratic-sounding 
“undocumented.”

While immigration has become a clear-
ly partisan issue, there are arguments to 
be made from a conservative standpoint 

as to why the Secure Communities pro-
gram should be curtailed, not the least 
of which are constitutional concerns 
about unreasonable searches. In addi-
tion, there is the issue of asking local law 
enforcement to use its time and resourc-
es to do the work of a federal agency 
without just compensation.

In Somerville, at least, little is likely to 
change since the order itself does little 
to change what is already in effect. It did 
grab headlines, though, and that is some-
thing certainly not lost on some members 
of the city’s political community.

7 to 11 p.m. Come and relive old 
times that are unique to our city. 
Anyone who grew up in East Somer-
ville knows what that means.  East 
Somerville was a special place, and a 
lot of your old friends are going to be 
there. The reunion is thanks in part 
to Dan Rogovich.

************************
Another story on our friend Tony Ali-
brandi in this past issue of Scout. It was 
nice, but we are not to sure that the pic-
ture they used for the front page was 
complimentary. But hey, they must have 
gotten the idea from us to do the story 
since we certainly over the years have 
known Tony and his generous donations 
to many of our sports teams here. We sa-
lute Scout for the story and can’t think of 
a nicer guy here in the Ville.

************************
Congratulations to Paul McGlashing 
of Somerville (a barber at Alibrandi’s 
Barber Shop), who is getting married 
this week to Lauren Huckins, also 
from Somerville. They will be married 
and have their honeymoon in Aruba. 
We wish them a long and wonderful 

life together.
************************

There will be a first-time homebuyers 
seminar for those considering buying 
a home. With the rates as lows as they 
are and rents just going out of sight, now 
is the time to be pre-approved and find 
out what you can afford. The Norton 
Group real estate office at 699 Broad-
way, along with a credit counselor, will 
be on hand (and for free) to give some 
insight into credit scores and how banks 
have changed and have begun using an-
other score to give individuals a line of 
credit to buy a home. The seminar is 7 
p.m. Wednesday, June 11, at 699 Broad-
way. There are no obligations and is free 
to anyone who just wants to find out the 
process and ask questions. Email johng-
pratti@yahoo.com or call the office at 
617 623-6600 to reserve your seat.  

************************
Welcome home to our own Ms. Cam 
Toner, who is out of Spaulding Hospi-
tal and faring a lot better in her own 
home with her large family.  Cam is an 
institution here at The Times. We love 
her and we miss her, and we know a lot 

of people who love Cam are glad she’s 
home.  Email her (she loves getting 
emails) at camtoner@yahoo.com. As 
usual, she will be up to date with new 
Ms. Cam’s Olio.

************************
We’re thinking of bringing back an old 
column that a previous publisher used to 
write called Bluntly Speaking. Several in-
dividuals here at the paper, including our 
publisher, Ross Blouin, will be speaking 
out on various happenings here in the 
city. We know you can’t wait.

************************
One more thing about our website. We 
have to tell you we don’t mind post-
ing all the comments that come into 
the site, but please, if you’re going to 
attack someone on here for real, then 
use your real name. And if you’re going 
to reference another paper here in the 
city, please don’t expect your post to 
be printed, or, at the very least, it will 
be edited without the link to the other 
paper. We get some pretty nasty posts 
regarding city officials, and we don’t 
mind that, but when they get personal, 
we refuse to post, especially posts from 

someone commenting under a ficti-
tious name. Just saying!

************************
The Somerville Disabled American Vet-
erans Post, Chapter 27, will its second 
annual golf tournament Friday, May 30, 
at the Billerica Country Club. The cost is 
$125 per golfer. The event will feature an 
18-hole scramble with carts, coffee and 
doughnuts to start and will be followed 
by a lobster or steak dinner (included). 
Thhe first place team will receive 400. 
Call 617-623-9616.

************************
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Ward 1 
Alderman Matt McLaughlin, and the 
Office of Strategic Planning and Com-
munity Development (OSPCD) invite 
all interested community members to 
an informational community meeting 
to discuss upcoming renovations to 
the Otis Street Playground. The meet-
ing will be held at the East Somerville 
Community School, 50 Cross St., on 
Tuesday, June 3, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend, and to share 
ideas to help shape the design of the 
new playground 

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Continued on page 21
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Somerville’s
Memorial Day
Parade 2014
Somerville’s annual Memorial Day Parade was held Sunday, May 25.

The ceremonies began with a short procession down Highland 
Avenue to the Central Library and the placing of wreaths on mon-
uments along Central Hill Park. The parade stepped off from the 
City Hall/Somerville High School and proceeded down Highland 
Avenue to the Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in Teele Square. The 
parade concluded in Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery with a ceremo-
ny of remembrance for fallen Somerville veterans under the super-
vision of the Somerville Allied Veterans Council. 

The parade included 15 performing groups, including new bands 
and performers such as The Dirty Water Brass Band, the Revo-
lutionary Snake Ensemble, the Worcester Brass Band and the 
Worcester Brass Band Drum Line. As always, the parade included 
a wide range of community and school groups, the popular special-
ty units of the Aleppo Shriners and representatives of local veter-
ans’, fire and police units from surrounding cities and towns.

The 2014 grand marshal was Col. Mark Cremin, a recently retired 
veteran with a 32-year military career, including two combat-zone 
deployments.
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Record turnout for Mystic River
Herring Run and Paddle

More than 600 runners and 100 
paddlers celebrated the Mystic 
River and the returning river 
herring on Sunday, May 18 at 
the Mystic River Herring Run 
and Paddle. 

The 18th annual event was put 
on by the Mystic River Water-
shed Association, a nonprofit 
organization, and included a 
5K road race, a 3, 9 and 12 mile 
paddling race, a bicycle tour led 
by Bike to the Sea and general 
festivities. Children’s activities 
were put on by Terry the Inven-
tor Mentor; Bill Turville lent 
two sculptures to the event – a 
fish bike and fish car; Charles 
River Canoe and Kayak rent-
ed boats; and face painting was 
donated by Dragonfly and Snail 
face-painting. 

More than 150 Arlington “Fit 
Girls” participated in the road 
race, culminating 8 weeks of 
training. Mark Jacobson, race 
organizer, received an award rec-
ognizing his dedication to the 
event and ten years of the pad-
dling race component.

The Iron Herring Award was 
awarded to Michael Melnikov 

of Plainville, MA and Shanna 
Schmidt of Boston, MA. The 
award is for the top male and fe-
male with the fastest combined 
overall time in both the 5K road 
race and the 12 mile paddle race.

This event is generously spon-
sored by: ExxonMobil Pipe-
line (Title Sponsor), Rockland 
Trust, Exelon Corporation, 
Charles River Canoe and Kay-
ak, Dennis K. Burke, Inc., Fed-
eral Realty Investment Trust, 
Schnitzer Steel Industries, 
Inc, Mystic River Engineering, 
Preotle, Lane and Associates, 
Utility Contractors’ Association 
of New England, Distrigas of 
Massachusetts, Horsley Witten 
Group, Mystic Brewery, Sports 
Authority, Copley Wolff Design 
Group, Boston Line and Ser-
vice Co., Law Office of Michael 
A. Fager, Winchester Savings 
Bank, Boston Sand and Gravel 
Co., Whole Foods Market of 
Medford, Stoneyfield Yogurt, 
Patagonia, Saltmarsh Insurance 
Agency, Cambridge Savings 
Bank, REI, Irving Oil, Darn 
Tough Vermont, Green Med-
ford, Above Summit Photogra-

phy and Honest Tea. More than 
200 prizes were donated by local 
businesses – for the complete 
list see www.mysticriver.org/
herring-run-paddle/.

All race proceeds benefited the 
Mystic River Watershed As-
sociation, a 501(c)3 non-profit 
corporation based in Arlington, 

MA. The Mystic River Water-
shed Association (MyRWA) was 
founded in 1972 and has largely 
functioned as a volunteer-run 
organization, mobilizing activists 
on a project-by-project basis. Its 
mission is to protect and restore 
the Mystic River, its tributaries 
and watershed lands for the ben-

efit of present and future gener-
ations and to celebrate the value, 
importance and great beauty of 
these natural resources.  

For more information about 
the Mystic River Herring Run 
and Paddle, race results and 
photos see www.mysticriver.
org/herring-run-paddle/.

Hundreds of paddlers and runners participated in the Mystic River Herring Run and Paddle on Sunday, May 18.
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Ms. Cam’s

#424Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What is The Service-
men’s Readjustment Act 
of 1944?

2.  What actress was 
billed as “Miss Deep-
freeze” when she toured 
the country demonstrat-
ing refrigerators?

3.  What product used 
Bobby Darin’s 1958 hit 
song Splish Splash in its 
commercials?

4.  Where did Uniroyal 
get the steel frame for 
the 80-foot tall tire that 
stands near Detroit’s 
Edsel Ford Freeway?

5.  Colonel Tom Parker, 
Elvis’s manager, had what 
earlier act?

6.  What is the colored 
muscle that responds 
involuntarily to light?

7.  Country music co-
medienne Minnie Pearl 
always wears a hat with a 
price tag on it when she 
performs. What is the 
amount of the price tag?

8.  To whom did su-
per-rocker Elton John pay 
tribute in his hit Candle in 
the Wind?

9.  What was Beatle John 
Lennon’s middle name?

10.  What was the band 
Red Hot Chili Peppers’ 
original name?

11.  In what year were 
women first admitted to 
Harvard?

12.  What was invented 
by Dr. Edward Land in 
1947?

Answers on page 23

22nd Annual Charity
Golf Tournament

On Wednesday, May 21, Catal-
do Ambulance Service held its 
22nd annual charity golf tourna-
ment, Swing Fore Hope, to ben-
efit the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s AstraZeneca Hope Lodge 
Boston. Thanks to the generos-
ity of Cataldo Ambulance and 
all those involved, this year’s do-
nation to the American Cancer 
Society’s Hope Lodge Boston 
is $30,000. In the past 22 years 

of tournament play, Cataldo 
Ambulance Service has donat-
ed over $600,000 to ACS and 
other nonprofit and community 
organizations.

This year’s tournament, held 
at Four Oaks Country Club in 
Dracut, boasted over 120 golf-
ers whom participated in a full 
day of activities. Over 50 com-
panies and numerous individ-
uals contributed to support 

the sizable donation present-
ed to the American Cancer 
Society and over 25 compa-
nies were represented in the 
tournament play. Golfers were 
first provided with a social 
registration hour including 
lunch, followed by a shotgun 
start at noon. The post-play 
activities included dinner and 
awards ceremony, raffle items 
and a silent auction.
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Somerville High Scholarship Foundation
holds annual fundraiser

By Tom Bannister

The Somerville High Scholar-
ship Foundation held its annu-
al $10,000 dollar drawing this 
past Friday night, May 16, at 
the Highlander Café at SHS. 
A group of about 60 people 
attended the event, which was 
hosted by the foundation’s pres-
ident, Joe Favaloro, and every-
one’s favorite former mayor, Eu-
gene Brune. 

Out of 250 possible ticket 
sales, they started the evening 
with about 235 sold. Lots of 
door prizes were given out, with 
every 10th ticket called earning 
its holder $100 back until the 
final 10 numbers were left. The 
ones left could choose to go on 
or split the money. The evening 
ended up with eight finalists, all 
of who choose to stop and split 

so each person won $1,250.    
The final three representing 

themselves that were present 
and choosing to split were Al-
derman at Large Ms. Mary 
Jo Rossetti, Ms. Paula Mack-
ey and Ms. Pinkham. It was a 
great night -as always- and the 
following announcement was 
made to everyone present: This 
upcoming year marks the 25th 
anniversary of the SHS Founda-
tion, and it was announced that 
the foundation raised over $1.2 
million with a special announce-
ment coming soon of over $1.5 
million. Their hard work over 
the years has helped many stu-
dents at Somerville High with 
their education costs. The com-
mittee will be holding a 25th 
anniversary dinner to mark the 
event this year with a date to be 
determined.
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The Somerville Food Truck Festival rolls in
Food Truck Festivals of New England 
has announced the list of participating 
trucks in the first-ever Somerville Food 
Truck Festival, coming to Assembly Row 
on Saturday, June 7.

Launching the 2014 Food Truck Festi-
vals of New England season, the Somer-
ville Food Truck Festival will also launch 
the second season of ASSEMBLED: The 
Handmade Arts Market at Assembly 
Row and will include New England Etsy 
artisans and food trucks, plus a beer tent, 
specialty food vendors, live music, sam-
pling tents, and children’s activities.

The festival will run from 11 a.m.–4 
p.m. with over 20 of New England’s most 
popular food trucks. New food trucks 
participating include: Cameo Macaron, 
Evan’s NY Style Deli, Uyghur Kitchen 
and Makin’ Jamaican. Plus longtime fa-
vorites such as: the Bacon Truck, M&M 
BBQ Ribs, Roxy’s Grilled Cheese, and so 
much more. 

Participating trucks in the Somerville 
Food Truck Festival include: The Bacon 
Truck, M&M BBQ Ribs, Bon Me, Ma-
kin’ Jamaican, Cameo Macaron, Munchies 
Food Truck, Chicken & Rice Guys, Pasta 
Pot, Compliments Food Truck, Penny-
packers, The Dining Car, Plouf Plouf Gas-
tronomie, Evan’s NY Style Deli, Roxy’s 
Grilled Cheese, Frozen Hoagies, Sweet 

Tomatoes, Fugu, Trolley Dogs, Gabi’s 
Smoke Shack, Uyghur Kitchen, The Latin 
Spoon, and Whoo(pie) Wagon.

The Somerville Food Truck Festival is 
being produced in partnership with the 
City of Somerville and the city’s newest 
neighborhood, Assembly Row, which 
also hosted ASSEMBLED last summer 
as well as Riverfest and Holiday Arts & 
Eats. Assembly Row will be offering festi-
val-goers incentives, discounts, and perks, 
plus a complimentary coupon booklet 
with savings at their retailers that extend 
through 2014. 

Somerville is the first of six food truck 
festivals being produced by FTFNE in 
2014, with the Fork in the Road Food 
Truck Festival at Blue Hills Bank Pavilion 
next on June 14, and the Worcester Food 
Truck Festival on June 21. In addition, FT-
FNE is also producing a variety of month-
ly and weekly food truck and arts events, 
all of which can be found in the coming 
weeks at www.foodtruckfestivalsofne.com. 

Also new for 2014, all FTFNE festivals 
will be gated with an admission fee of just 
$5 with children 12 and under free.

Assembly Row is located at exit 29 on 
I-93 North and exit 28 on I-93 South, via 
Route 28 North.

For public information please call 617-
782-7117.

Evan’s NY Style Deli will be one of many upper echelon food trucks present at the Somerville Food Truck 
Festival at Assembly Row on June 7.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our Web site at www.thesomervilletimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL

ADVERTISMENTS IN THE 

SOMERVILLE TIMES, 

CONTACT CAM TONER 

BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010

FAX: 617.628.0422

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION –

HIGHWAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

Project File No 607209

A Public Informational Meeting will be held by MassDOT and the 
City of Somerville to discuss the 75% design plans for the proposed 
Beacon Street Reconstruction and Improvement project in the City 
of Somerville, MA.

WHERE: John F. Kennedy Elementary School
 5 Cherry Street
 Somerville, MA 02144
WHEN: Tuesday, June 3, 2014 at 6:30 PM
PURPOSE: The purpose of this meeting is to provide the public with 
the opportunity to become fully acquainted with the latest design 
plans that the City of Somerville is proposing for the Beacon Street 
project.  The project is now at 75% design. All views and comments 
made at the meeting will be reviewed and considered to the maximum 
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed project consists of roadway reconstruc-
tion, curbing, ADA compliant sidewalks and ramps, drainage, traffic 
and pedestrian signals improvements, crosswalks, street lighting, 
street trees, and roadway safety and operational improvements.  Bi-
cycle accommodations will be provided by use of designated bicycle 
lanes and cycle tracks. Removal of on-street parking is proposed on 
the north side of Beacon Street from Oxford to Museum and from Park 
to Washington Streets.

A secure right-of-way is necessary for this project. Acquisitions in fee 
and permanent or temporary easements may be required. The City of 
Somerville is responsible for acquiring all needed rights in private or 
public lands. MassDOT’s policy concerning land acquisitions will be 
discussed at this hearing.

Written views received by MassDOT subsequent to the date of this 
notice and up to five (5) days prior to the date of the meeting shall be 
displayed for public inspection and copying at the time and date listed 
above.  Plans will be on display at 6:00 PM, one-half hour before the 
meeting begins, with an engineer in attendance to answer questions 
regarding this project.  A project handout will be made available on 
the MassDOT website listed below.

Written statements and other exhibits in place of, or in addition to, 
oral statements made at the Public Meeting  regarding the proposed 
undertaking are to be submitted to Patricia Leavenworth, P.E., Chief 
Engineer, MassDOT, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, Attention: Proj-
ect Management Section, Project File No. 607209. Such submissions 
will also be accepted at the meeting.  Mailed statements and exhibits 
intended for inclusion in the public hearing transcript must be post-
marked within ten (10) business days of this Public Hearing. Project 
inquiries may be emailed to dot.feedback.highway@state.ma.us

This location is accessible to people with disabilities. MassDOT pro-
vides reasonable accommodations and/or language assistance free 
of charge upon request (including but not limited to interpreters in 
American Sign Language and languages other than English, open or 
closed captioning for videos, assistive listening devices and alter-
nate material formats, such as audio tapes, Braille and large print), 
as available. For accommodation or language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer by phone 
(857-368-8580), fax (857-368-0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-0603) or by email 
(MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us). Requests should be made as 
soon as possible prior to the meeting, and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, CART or language translation or in-
terpretation, requests should be made at least ten (10) business days 
before the meeting. In case of inclement weather, public meeting can-
cellation announcements will be posted on the internet at http://www.
massdot.state.ma.us/Highway/

FRANCIS A. DEPAOLA, P.E. PATRICIA A LEAVENWORTH, P.E.
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR CHIEF ENGINEER

5/21/14, 5/28/14 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, June 4, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at the Visiting Nurse 
Association, 259 Lowell Street, Community Room, 3rd Floor, Somerville, MA. 

82 Highland Ave: (Case #ZBA 2014-16) Applicant, LaRosa Development Corporation, and Owner, Gabriel & Gladys Ragusa, seek a Special Permit 
under §4.4.1 and §7.11.1.c to substantially alter a nonconforming structure to building a 6 unit residential dwelling and a Variance for 3 parking 
spaces (§9.5).  Zone RC. Ward 5.

18 South St: (Case #ZBA 2014-35) Applicant, Patrycja Missiuro & Dmitry Vasilyev, and Owner, 18 South Street Condominium Trust, seek a Variance 
for parking relief per SZO §9.5.1. BA Zone. Ward 2.

16 South St: (Case #ZBA 2014-36) Applicant & Owners, Patrycja Missiuro & Dmitry Vasilyev, seek a Special Permit for compact parking spaces per 
SZO §9.13. BA Zone. Ward 2.

525 Medford St: (Case #ZBA 2014-38) Applicant, Dimitra Tsourianis, and Owner, 525 Medford Street, LLC, seek a Special Permit with Design Review 
to establish a restaurant with outdoor seating (SZO §7.11.10.1.2.b) and a Variance from the parking requirements (§9.5).  Zone NB. Ward 5.

23-25 Ashland St: (Case #ZBA 2014-39) Applicant and Owner, Chris Brand, seeks a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 to alter a nonconforming 2-fam-
ily by adding a 2-story front porch. Zone RB. Ward 5.

62 Putman St: (Case #ZBA 2014-40) Applicants, Jack and Carol Mullane, and Owner, Putnam Realty Trust, seek a Special Permit under §SZO 4.4.1 
to alter a nonconforming single-family dwelling by enlarging an existing rear addition. Ward 3. RA zone.

749 Somerville Ave: (Case #ZBA 2014-41) Applicant and Owner, Tushar Anil Parlikar, seeks a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 to 
alter a nonconforming 3-family to add a dormer making it a three-story structure. Zone RB. Ward 5.

Copies of these applications are available for review in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located 
on the third floor of City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30 pm; and Fri, 
8:30 am-12:30 pm; and at www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the 
agenda on the City’s website or call before attending. Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide 
comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 
93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to dpereira@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Dawn Pereira, Administrative Assistant

As published in The Somerville Times on 5/21/14 & 5/28/14.

5/21/14, 5/28/14 The Somerville Times 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP #14-95
The City of Somerville Recreation Department through the
Purchasing Department, invites sealed proposals for the:

2014-2015 Youth Development Program

2014-2015 Youth Development Program. Proposals must be for pro-
grams that provide youth development services to at-risk youth of the 
City of Somerville. Bid Number RFP #14-95

Request for Proposal packages may be obtained online at: http://
www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids or 
may be picked up at the Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 
93 Highland Avenue, First Floor, Somerville, MA 02143 beginning on 
Wednesday, May 28, 2014.

Proposals must be submitted no later than
11:00 A.M. Monday, June 9, 2014 for Public Services

Please contact Alex Nosnik, Assistant Director, Purchasing
617-625-6600 x 3412, or email anosnik@somervillema.gov, for informa-
tion and proposal packages.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

5/28/14 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB # 14-94
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

sealed bids for:
Improvements to Somerville Community Bike Path

An Invitation for Bid (IFB) and specifications may be obtained at the 
Purchasing Department, City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA. 
02143 on or after: Wednesday, May 28, 2014. Sealed proposals will 
be received at the above office until: Friday, June 20, 2014 at 11:00 
A.M. at which time sealed proposals will be open. The Purchasing 
Director reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, in her sole 
judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be served 
by so doing.

Pre-Bid Meeting and Site Conference: Friday, June 6, 2014 @ 11:00 
am, located at Somerville Community Path at Thorndike Street.

The Contract will be for a period of 1 year, from 7/01/2014 through 
6/30/2015.

Please contact Orazio DeLuca, Contract Manager, x3407, or email 
odeluca@somervillema.gov, for information and bid packages.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

5/28/14 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB # 14-93
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites 

sealed bids for:
2014 Street Resurfacing Project

Mass. Highway Pre-Qualification is required. Upon furnishing a 
MassDOT Certificate of Approval Form to Purchasing, an invitation 
for bids (IFB) and specifications may be obtained via e-mailed re-
quest to Orazio DeLuca (odeluca@somervillema.gov), by phone 617-
625-6600 ext. 3407, or in person at the Purchasing Department, City 
Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143 on or after: Wednesday, 
May 28, 2014. Sealed bids will be received at the above office until: 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 at 11:30 a.m. at which time sealed bids will 
be opened.  The Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any 
or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of 
Somerville would be served by so doing.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Wednesday, June 4, 2014 
at 11:00 a.m., DPW 2nd Floor Conference Room, One Franey Road, 
Somerville, MA.

The estimated project completion date is December 31, 2015 for 5 
Streets, 1 Private Way, 1 Street with Mill-Overlay, and numerous 
ADA ramps. The anticipated contract term shall be from July 2014 
through December 2015.

Prevailing wage rates, 5% bid deposit apply.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

5/28/14 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
OFFICE OF CITY CLERK
BOARD OF ALDERMEN

There will be a Public Hearing before the Board of Aldermen’s Special 
Committee on Rodent Issues on Wednesday, June 4, 2014, at 6:00 PM, 
in the Aldermanic Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
on the Order of Alderman Maryann Heuston, Chairman of the Com-
mittee, for public input on the issue of rodents in the city, and for a 
presentation by the Rodent Task Force.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

JOHN J. LONG
CITY CLERK

5/28/14 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our Web site:

www .TheSomervilleTimes .com
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this program just tears apart 
families who have committed 
no crimes.”

Curtatone pointed out that the 
Secure Communities program 
does however “deports law-bid-
ing individuals for offenses as 
small as a broken tail light, and 
ask our law enforcement offi-
cials to not use their best judg-
ment and discretion, but instead 
to blindly hold individuals for 
immigration with no probable 
cause – an act that a federal 
court recently ruled is a violation 
of the Fourth Amendment.

“This is a broken system that 
everyone knows is broken and 
crying out for reform,” Curta-
tone said. “Crime in Somerville 
is down by one-third since 2008, 
not because we put more officers 
on the street or deported people 
with no criminal convictions. 
We make Somerville safer be-
cause we addressed every factor 
that affects public safety.”

The Secure Communities pro-
gram allows ICE to ask local law 
enforcement to hold arrested 
immigrants for up to 48 hours 
after the person has posted bail 
or been ordered released by the 
courts. On the national lev-
el, half of the people deported 
through Secure Communities 
have no criminal convictions.

“[The program] pushes peo-
ple into the background and 
into the shadows and discour-
ages witnesses and victims 
from cooperating with police,” 
Curtatone said.

By now, more than 60 munic-
ipalities across the country, in-
cluding New Orleans, Newark, 
N.J., Miami, San Francisco and 
New York City have modified 
their policies on ICE holds. In 
addition, both California and 
Connecticut have passed state-
wide TRUST Acts, which is 
legislation that limits the state’s 
cooperation with federal immi-
gration authorities by only hold-
ing immigrants for ICE who 
have criminal records.

The Massachusetts Legislature 
will also curtail the program’s 
scope within the state by man-
dating that individuals ordered 
released by Massachusetts judg-
es and magistrates will not be 
detained for ICE in spite of the 
court’s release order, that those 
with criminal records will go to 
ICE, and those without criminal 
records will not.

“We are not interested in those 
persecuting those individuals; 
we are interested in protecting 
those individuals,” Alderman at 
Large John Connolly, who is also 
chairman of the Public Safety 
and Health Committee of the 

Board of the Alderman, said.
Ward 5 Alderman Mark Nie-

dergang also attended the press 
conference to support Curta-
tone’s decision. Before Nieder-
gang took office as alderman this 
January, he had been part of the 
Somerville School Committee 
for eight years. During the time, 
the committee would contact 
people who are isolated because 
some of their family members 
are deported on a weekly basis. 

“It’s been clear how much pain 
[deportation] caused in our 
community to the people who 
are among the most vulnerable,” 
Niedergang said.

Laura Rotolo, attorney from 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Massachusetts 
(ACLU), thinks that Somer-
ville’s putting a limit on the ex-
tent of voluntary collaboration 
between the city and State Po-
lice and ICE sends two import-
ant messages.

“It sends a message to the 
Somerville community and an-
other message to the federal gov-
ernment,” Rotolo said. “It says 
that Somerville will let the police 
do their job and the immigration 
enforcement do their job, so that 
you need not fear a simple 911 
call or a traffic infraction will put 
you into a deportation pipeline. 
It also sends a message that the 

immigration policies are funda-
mentally broken.”

Rotolo called on the Massachu-
setts Legislature to pass on a pro-
posed Massachusetts Trust Act, 
and for the 350 other cities and 
towns in Massachusetts to follow 
Somerville’s lead to come up with 
their own immigration policies.

One of the local journalists 
present Wednesday asked wheth-
er Curtatone would change his 
mind if Nicolas Guaman, an ille-
gal immigrant in the U.S. for nine 
years who was recently convicted 
on manslaughter charges after 
striking and killing a Milford 
teenager with his truck while 
drunk, had killed a Somerville 
High School Student. 

“He should face the justice 
system, and he should face the 
punishment he should face,” 
Curtatone said.

“We hear and know the fear that 
people feel about being picked 
up,” Curtatone explained as to 
why some residents in Somerville 
are afraid of reporting crimes, be-
cause they have undocumented 
relatives and concern that they 
will be found out.

Curtatone confirmed that the 
Somerville Police Department is 
going to continue to work with 
ICE to find individuals who have 
been convicted of crimes. That, 
however, will take place within 
the criminal warrant system.

“Laws like this [Secure Com-
munities] just don’t have the im-
pact that it intends to have,” Cur-
tatone said. “If we want to keep 
our community safe, we have to 
earn the trust in the community. 
We have to protect the families.”

Somerville withdraws from Secure 
Communities program   CONT. FROM PG 1

Curtatone signs
executive order for 
immigration issue

By Douglas Yu

Mayor Joe Curtatone signed 
the executive order Thursday 
directing police not to detain 
people based solely on immi-
gration status as required un-
der the federal Secure Com-
munities program.

“ Thank you for choosing 
Somerville as your home. 
This is your city.” Curtatone 
said during the signing event 
at the public safety building. 
“What we’ve been fighting 
for is our collective values 
as a community. Tonight, we 
are taking a very important 
step to protect our neigh-
bors and families.”

Curtatone said the executive 
order was issued in order to 
protect neighborhoods and 
promote public safety. 

“We’re not going to let mem-
bers in our community who 
share our values and contrib-
ute to our economy be pushed 
into the shadows,” he said of 
what he felt the Secure Com-
munities program has done to 
people.

According to the city, there 
have been more than 1,000 
deportations in Massachusetts 
alone since the program was 
enacted two years ago, and 10 
Somerville residents have been 
detained.

However, Curtatone did not 
offer details about the cases 
relating to the 10 Somerville 
detainees.

Somerville is the first city 
in the state to limit local law 
enforcement’s involvement in 
holding people found to be 
in the country illegally based 
solely on immigration status 
on behalf of the U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE), which created the 
Secure Communities program. 

In addition, California and 
Connecticut have each passed 
a statewide TRUST Act, 
which limits the state’s cooper-
ation with federal immigration 
authorities by only holding im-
migrants with criminal records 
for ICE.

In response to the effective-
ness of the signing an executive 
order, Curtatone and Alder-
man at Large Jack Connolly 
both agrees that time will test 
the action.

“You can see the support 
from the majors cities around 
country, like New York, Miami 
and New Orleans, which all 
took similar policies and jus-

tices,” Curtatone said in noting 
that more and more munici-
palities across the country are 
taking similar actions to pro-
mote public safety.

Curtatone said that better 
cooperation with the police 
and law enforcement had been 
seen where TRUST Acts were 
passed and similar policies 
were adopted.

In the past two years, accord-
ing to the city, 61 percent of 
the people deported through 
Secure Communities have no 
criminal convictions. In some 
cities and towns in Massachu-
setts, that percentage rises to 
79 percent.

On the other hand, some 
Somerville residents ques-
tioned this series of statistics 
about those deported people. 
They are suspicious about the 
inaccuracy of the survey.

“There are facts,” Curta-
tone responded. “The Se-
cure Communities program, 
although well-intended, has 
some serious negative conse-
quences. You have [U.S.] cit-
izens detained, and you are 
deporting people who are not 
dangerous to our community. 
But the consequence can also 
be breaking up their families 
and making the community 
not safe.”

Connolly acknowledged that 
mistakes could happen during 
the detention of by ando on 
behalf of ICE, and that is the 
reason why 5 percent of people 
held under detainers turned 
out to be U.S. citizens.

“Somerville is sending a mes-
sage to the entire country that 
we should protect document-
ed immigrants and otherwise,” 
Connolly said. 

As Somerville mayor, Cur-
tatone is also the city’s chief 
executive officer, according to 
Connolly. And Somerville’s 
mayor is the only mayor in 
the commonwealth that has 
the right to make the deci-
sion on his own to withdraw 
the city from the program, 
and that means, the deci-
sion making process did not 
involve the votes from the 
Somerville residents, nor the 
other city officials.

“What we will not do is 
simply arresting you because 
you have statuses on the un-
documented system,” Curta-
tone said. “Deporting makes 
no sense, and it’s never going 
to happen. We need to fix 
the system.”
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“We hear and
know the fear that 
people feel about 
being picked up”



18••MAY 28, 2014

FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH
Wednesday|May 28
East Branch Library 
Preschool: Sing Along with Jeff Jam 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Thursday|May 29
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Friday|May 30
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m|79 Highland 
Ave

Central Library
Teen Game Day 
Cynthia 617-623-5000 x 2936 
2:30 p.m. 5 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Veteran’s Memorial Rink
Free public skating 
12 p.m.-1:50 p.m.|570 Somerville 
Ave

Sunday|June 1
Veteran’s Memorial Rink
Free public skating 
3:30 p.m.-4:50 p.m.|570 Somerville 
Ave

Monday|June 2
Central Library
Sing-along w/ Liza Kitchell 
Cathy Piantigini617-623-5000, x2954 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Arts at the Armory
Knucklebones 
9:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|Performance 
Hall|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|June 3
West Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|40 College 
Avenue

Wednesday|June 4
East Branch Library 
Preschool: Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

MUSIC
Wednesday|May 28
Johnny D’s
Igor & Red Elvises|8:30  p.m. 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes!|8 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Comedy@10 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA’S Lounge
Full Scene Ahead presents 
Braver|Rude Young Professionals|Son-
ic Switch|Bad Fogelberg 
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok All Stars 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 623-
9910

Thursday|May 29
Johnny D’s     
Sirsy plus Paper Waves & Analog 
Heart 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004 

Sally O’Brien’s
Spring Hill Rounders   grassy Thurs-
days 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Acoustic/Bluegrass|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
Scattershot |10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA’S Lounge
Campfire hosted by Ben Bullock 
w/ Dan Lavoie 
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

On The Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Dub Down Featuring The Scotch 
Bonnet Band 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Somerville Theatre
Awkward Compliment’s Thursday 
Night Comedy Night 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Square

Arts at the Armory
Walter Noons and Andy Pratt  
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Friday|May 30
Johnny D’s 
Bill Blumenreich Presents, Michael Ian 
Black|7:30 p.m. 
Free Friday featuring Blue Light Ban-
dits plus Sunshine Riot|10:50 p.m. 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s
Tuna Rangers|6  p.m. 
Jody Blackwell & Erinn Brown   $5 
cover|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Irish Session|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
TBA 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ 
10 p.m.|65 Holland St

PA’S Lounge
Finer|Wild Sun|The Bikes|The Land-
ladys 
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway |617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Dave Wells & Andrea Gillis 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live music 
9 p.m.|608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Arts at the Armory
Poems for Our Great Departed 
7 p.m.|Cafe 
The Stand-Up Shakespeare Show 
7:30 p.m. Performance Hall|191 
Highland Ave

Saturday|May 31
Johnny D’s
Jeff Jam Dance Party|4 p.m. 
Billy Dodge Moody Plus Xenia Dun-
ford & Appalachian Sun|7 p.m. 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s
Johnnie Mac & The Local Forecast |6 
p.m. 
New Million Box, Preacher Roe, 

Zipper|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Irish Session|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
TBA 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

PA’S Lounge
BCAP & The Peoples  
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557 

On The Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s 
Dan Dodd/Tapestries 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ El Sid! 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Arts at the Armory
Rick Schilling  
10:30 a.m.|Cafe 
ABC Spanish In Motion Concert 
11 a.m.|Performance Hall 
David Johnston 
4 p.m.|Cafe  
Cambridge Symphony Orchestra 
Concert 
8 p.m.|Performance Hall|191 High-
land Ave

Sunday|June 1
Johnny D’s
Open Blues Jam! featuring Dr Grant 
& The Medical Marijuana Band|4 
p.m. 
17 Holland St.|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Dogs in a Pile |5 p.m  
Amber Casares|8 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Sunday Americana with Sean Staples, 
Eric Royer, Tim Gearan, Dave Westner 
and Dan Keller|7 p.m. 
Back Room 
Burren Acoustic Music Series 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA’S Lounge
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Arts at the Armory
Calling All Heroes! 
3 p.m.|Performance Hall |191 High-
land Ave

Monday|June 2
Johnny D’s
Johnny D’s Comedy Showcase Pres-
ents:, One Microphone|7 p.m. 
Stump! Pub Trivia|8:30 p.m.  
17 Holland St | 617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Cater’s Cheapshots Comedy 
Jam |7 p.m. 
Marley Mondays with The Duppy 
Conquerors|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Bur-Run 
Helena Delaney, Johnny O’Leary & 

Friends Irish Session|9 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302 

PA’S Lounge
Americana Night 
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Stump! Team Trivia 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Arts at the Armory
Cambridge Symphony Orchestra 
Rehearsal 
6:30 p.m.|Performance Hall 
I WISH: Volume 3! A Miscast Cabaret! 
7:30 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|June 3
Johnny D’s
The Mass Whole Notes, Vinyl 
Street|7:30 p.m. 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
The Porter Squares|7:30 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swingers|8:30 
p.m. 
Back Room 
Open Mic w/ Hugh McGowan 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
Stump Trivia (with prizes)  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

PA’S Lounge
Open Mic - Rock, Folk, R&B, Alt, Jazz 
& Originals etc. Hosted by Tony Ama-
ral 345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Ghetto People Band 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spelling 
Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart.

The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-625-
8200

Arts at the Armory
Treasures Forever 
3:30 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Teen Open Mic Night 
7:30 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave 

Wednesday|June 4
Johnny D’s
Bees Deluxe with Ethan K Band & 
Malabar Band|8:30  p.m. 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes!|8 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Comedy@10 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA’S Lounge
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-1557

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok All Stars 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 623-
9910

Arts at the Armory
Wiretap Wednesday Open Stage 

7:30 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|May 28
Central Library
Researching Your Old House 
KChase| 617-625-6600 x2525 
6 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Third Life Studio
Beyond beginning Belly Dance with 
Nadira Jamal 
7:30 p.m.|Level 2|33 Union Sq|www.
nadirajamal.com

Thursday|May 29
West Branch Library 
Learn English at the Library!  
(Session 1)6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
(Session 2) 7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
40 College Avenue

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with problems 
with money and debt. 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.|89 College Ave (Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Third Life Studio
Roots and Rhythm 
33 Unions Sq.| www.libana.com

Friday|May 30
Arts at the Armory
Prenatal Yoga  
2 p.m.|Mezzanine|191 Highland Ave

Saturday|May 31
Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets meet 
weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.|Au Bon Pain| 18-48 
Holland St

Third Life Studio
Jazz Dance Brunch! 
A Six Week Jazz Dance Class Series 
with Jen Farrell 
January 25 through March 1 
10:30am-12:00pm|33 Union Sq

Sunday|June 1
Unity Church of God
Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups 
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in base-
ment.

Third Life Studio
Discover Belly Dance with Nadira 
Jamal 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.|33 Union 
Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

Monday|June 2
East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library!  
Session 1|6 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Session 2|7:15 p.m.-8:15 p.m. 
115 Broadway

Central Library
Chess Night 
7 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave.

Third Life Studio
Discover  Belly Dance with Nadira 
Jamal 
6 p.m.|33 Union Sq|www.nadiraja-
mal.com

Tuesday|June 3

Central Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|Session 1 
79 Highland Ave

Arts at the Armory
Prenatal Yoga  
7 p.m.|Mezzanine|191 Highland Ave

Third Life Studio
The Art of Group Singing For Women 
with Susan Robbins, www.libana.com 
7 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.|33 Union Sq

Wednesday|June 4
Central Library
Mystery Book Club 
7 p.m.- 9 p.m.|79 Highland Avenue

Third Life Studio
Beyond beginning Belly Dance with 
Nadira Jamal 
7:30 p.m.|Level 2|33 Union Sq|www.
nadirajamal.com
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PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation. 

All clubs and groups welcome new members.

Holland Street Center - 167 Holland Street 

Ralph & Jenny Center - 9 New Washington Street 

Cross Street Center - 165 Broadway

Some exciting events in the coming weeks:

Jennifer Holiday & The Boston Pops: Tuesday, June 
3. Jennifer Holiday made an indelible impression on 
audiences as the original Effie in Dreamgirls with her 
show-stopping, heart wrenching performance of And 
I’m Telling You, I’m Not Going, earning both a Tony 
Award and a Grammy. See her perform with The Boston 
Pops at Symphony Hall. The price is $52 which includes 
your transportation and seat at the performance. SEAT-
ING IS LIMITED. Check in time is 7:00 p.m. at Holland 
Street with an approximate return time of 10:30 p.m. 
Please contact Connie or Flo at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 
to RSVP or with additional questions.

Barbeque: Monday, June 9, 11:30 a.m. at our Holland 
Street Center. For a $1.50 donation, you can enjoy a 
BBQ sponsored by Elder Services. RSVP is a must so 
please call Flo or Ana at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 if you 
would like to join us.

Barbeque: Tuesday, June 10, 11:30 a.m. at the Ralph & 
Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington Street. For 
a $1.50 donation, you can enjoy a BBQ sponsored by 
Elder Services. RSVP is a must so please call Kim at 617-
666-5223 if you would like to join us.

Suffolk Downs: Wednesday, June 11. And they’re off! 
Come join us for a relaxing day of live horse racing, dine 
on a delicious buffet in the clubhouse and award the 
jockey with a trophy for the race that is named after the 
SCOA. Check in times are 10:15 a.m. at Holland Street 
and 10:30 a.m. at Ralph & Jenny with an approximate 
return time of 5:30 p.m. $31 per person. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to RSVP or for ad-
ditional information. Additional trips to Suffolk Downs 
scheduled for Wednesday, August 10 and Wednesday, 
September 17.

The Holland Street Farmer’s Market is back. Starting 
Thursday, June 19, and every Thursday following until 
November 1. From 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. The Mobile Farm-
er’s Market will be at our Holland Street Center. Fresh 
Produce at affordable prices for older adults (55+) – 
WIC, SNAP, EBT and Farmers Market Coupons accepted 
and if you use one of these methods of payment you 
receive 50% off.

Travelling Chef – Panini Day: Thursday, June 12, 11:30 
a.m. at our Holland Street Center. For $1.50 donation, 
you can join us as the travelling chef makes fresh panin-
is. RSVP is a must so please call Flo or Ana to reserve 
your space at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

Venus De Milo & The Temptations: Thursday, June 12. 
That’s right folks, The Temptations. Their hits include My 
Girl, Just My Imagination and Papa Was A Rolling Stone, 
just to name a few. Meal choice of Chicken or Haddock. 
Includes dessert and coffee/tea. Check in time is 9:00 
a.m. at Ralph & Jenny with an approximate return time 
of 5:15 p.m. $79 per person. Please contact Flo or Con-
nie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to RSVP, meal choice or 
additional information.

Castle Island: Friday, June 13. Another great oppor-
tunity to get a little exercise and meet other seniors as 
we spend the day walking around historic Castle Island, 
located in South Boston. Don’t feel like walking? Come, 
sit back, relax and enjoy the weather. Check In time is 
10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center and 10:15 a.m. 
at the Ralph & Jenny Center. Approximate return time 

is 2:00 p.m. A $5 transportation fee is required. Please 
contact Flo or Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to 
RSVP or if you should have additional questions. Do not 
forget to pack a lunch (or you can purchase one at the 
famous Sillivan’s takeout) and SUNSCREEN.

Nutrition Fair: Monday, June 16, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. at our Holland Street Center. Health & Nutrition 
information as well as resources. Demonstrations and 
recipe tips. Free samples, giveaways and door prizes.

A Cape Ann Explorer: Wednesday, July 9. For a price 
of $69 you will enjoy a scenic cruise on the Essex River 
followed by wandering the shops of Pigeon Cove in 
Rockport and the culinary delights of Chef Manny at 
Azorean. Luncheon choices are lobster casserole, baked 
haddock or braised beef. Check in time is 8:00 a.m. at 
Holland Street and 8:30 a.m. at Ralph & Jenny. Approx-
imate return time is 4:30 p.m. Please contact Connie or 
Flo at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to RSVP or if you should 
have any questions.

The Somerville Council on Aging along with Mass Au-
diology will be having FREE HEARING SCREENING as 
well as FREE Hearing Aide Clean & Check. Do you have 
questions regarding your hearing or hearing devices? 
Screening is by appointment only so please call and 
schedule yours. Contact Suzanne Norton at 617-625-
6600 Ext.2300. Monday, June 30th from 10:30 to 11:45 
A.M. at our Holland Street Center, 167 Holland Street.
Wednesday, June 11th from 10:00 to 11:15 A.M. at 
our Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 New Washington Street. 
Wednesday, June 11th from 12:30 to 1:30 at our Cross 
Street Center, 165 Broadway.

The trip to the Taj Mahal Resort in Atlantic City is 
SOLD OUT.

The Mohegan Sun trip scheduled for May 20th is 
SOLD OUT.

The Symphony Orchestra trip is SOLD OUT.

The Tanglewood trip scheduled in July is SOLD OUT.

The June 4th lunch at the Highlander Café is SOLD 
OUT.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

Afternoon at the Movies, June 30, Captain Phillips.

Thursday, July 3, the City of Somerville will be holding 
its annual July 4th Celebration at Trum Field.

The Mayor’s Annual Picnic is Wednesday, August 8.

IMPORTANT INFO:

An ongoing collaboration with the Somerville Fire 
Department has resulted in a program to distribute and 
install free, new smoke alarms in eligible households. For 
more information and an application, call us at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300.

LGBT EVENTS:

LGBT Dinner & Movie Night: Monday, May 19. May’s 
“Movie to Come Out To” will be The Topps Twins – Un-
touchable Girls. Dinner will be provided by West 7 Bistro 
with a yet to be determined menu. Dinner starts at 5:30 
p.m. Cost is $6. For additional information and to RSVP 
please contact Maureen at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 or 
email at MBastardi@Somervillema.gov.

LBT Women Fit-4-Life: Fitness and Nutrition Classes. 
Classes are Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting 
at 6:00 p.m. $10 a month with scholarships available. 
Please contact Chris at 617-625-6600 ext. 2300 for 
more information. We have available slots and would 
love to have you.

LGBT Advisory Group: Will now meet on the second 
Monday of each month. Our next meeting is Monday, 
May 12 at 4:30 p.m. If you are interested in serving on 
the Advisory Board please contact Maureen at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2300 or email MBastardi@Somervillema.gov.

STAY ACTIVE:

Mondays:

Wii Bowling, noon, Free. (H)

Fit 4 Life* Group C, 1:00 P.M. (H)

Tuesdays: 

Strengthening, 9:15 A.M., $3 per class (H)

Dalcroze Eurhythmics, Free, 1:00 P.M., (H)

LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M., (H)

Wednesdays:

Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M (H)

Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. (H)

Fit 4 Life* Group C, Noon (H)

Bowling @ Flatbreads, 1:00 P.M., $10/week for shoes 
and dues

Zumba for All, 5:15 P.M., $3 per class (H)

Thursdays:

Strengthening, 9:30 A.M., $3 per class (RJ)

LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M. 

Fridays:

Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M.

Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M.

Fit 4 Life* Group C 12:00 P.M. 

*All Fit 4 Life classes are $10/month and require pre-reg-
istration.

Holland Street Center - 167 Holland Street = (H) 

Ralph & Jenny Center - 9 New Washington Street = RJ 

Cross Street Center - 165 Broadway =(C)

Wednesday, May 28
10:00 Cards 
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ, C) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
Hanscom Air Force Base

Thursday, May 29
10:00 Current Events (H) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
11:00 Computer tutorial with Barbara (by appointment 
only) (H) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ) 
12:45 Bingo (H, RJ)

Friday, May 30
11:30 Lunch (H)

12:45 Bingo (H)

Monday, June 2
9:30 Moonlighters (H) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ) 
12:30 Afternoon at the Movies: “Enough Said” (H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ)

Tuesday, June 3
9:00 Mudflat Pottery (C) 
10:00 SHINE by appointment (H) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C) 
12:00 Computer Tutorial with Norbert (by appointment 
only) (H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ)

Wednesday, June 4
10:00 Cards 
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ, C) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
Hanscom Air Force Base

DID YOU KNOW?

We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always 
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00 
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or 
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.

The
Norton
Group

Buying or Selling?

www.thenortongroupre.com



20••MAY 28, 2014

CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTOS WANTED

Cash For Cars: Any Make, 
Model or Year. We Pay 
MORE! Running or Not, Sell 
your Car or Truck TODAY. 
Free Towing! Instant Offer: 
1-800-871-0654

TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any 
Car/Truck, Running or Not. 
Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951

EDUCATION

AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
TRAINING Financial Aid if 
qualified. Job Placement 
Assistance. Call National 
Aviation Academy Today! 
FAA Approved. CLASSES 
STARTING SOON! 1-800-
292-3228 or NAA.edu

EMPLOYMENT

Part time Merchandiser 
Lawrence Merchandising 
needs a Representative in 
Somerville and in Revere.  
Flexible scheduling that fits 
your availability. Maintain 
product displays at the 
Target & other retailers. 
Retail exp preferred; must 

have email/internet access.  
Please call 1-800-328-3967 
x771. www.LMSVC.com.

Attention Licensed Real 
Estate Agents needed: Very 
busy Somerville based 
office in need of additional 
agents, no fee referrals, 
Sales & Rentals, Part time or 
Full Time. work from home 
online, full office back up 
and highest paid no strings 
commissions. Call for pri-
vate interview 617 623-6600 
ask for Donald.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. 
Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information.

FOR SALE

Brand NEW Queen Mattress 
w/foundation. Still in plastic 
w/ warranty. Can help with 
delivery call if interested 
781-281-9801

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061

HELP WANTED

Students needed to work 
from home:267-333-0382

Taxi driver wanted, Somer-
ville, Saturday and Sun-
days. Private owner, call 
Joe  617-764-0585 between 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS

!!OLD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! Gibson,Martin,Fend-
er,Gretsch. 1930-1980. Top 
Dollar paid!! Call Toll Free 
1-866-433-8277

CASH FOR CARS,   Any 
Make or Model! Free Tow-
ing.   Sell it TODAY. Instant 
offer: 1-800-864-5784  

CANADA DRUG CENTER. 
Safe and affordable medi-
cations. Save up to 90% on 
your medication needs. Call 
1-800-734-5139  ($25.00 off 

your first prescription and 
free shipping.)

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now!   Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.  

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
& High Speed Internet start-
ing at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 1-800-615-4064  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here - Get trained as FAA 
certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified 
students. Housing andJob 
placement assistance. Call 
AIM 866-453-6204

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box 
for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-

PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

_____________________________

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, 
some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to 
help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should 
you send any money in 
advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company 
does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request 
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not 
reach Canada.

two of the band members live 
in Somerville, I’m a Tufts alum, 
and I lived in Somerville myself 
when the band first started,” he 
said. “We have played a lot of 
gigs in Somerville over the past 
few years at venues like John-
ny D’s, Precinct, etc., as well as 
events like SomerStreets.”   

One of his favorite places in 
Somerville is the First Church 
Somerville.  

“I started going there back in 
2007,” he said. “My then-girl-
friend –now wife- Melissa 
basically asked me out on a 
date to church after we had 
only been together a couple of 
weeks. I hadn’t been attending 
any church for several years 
at that point, but I agreed to 
go with her and am very hap-
py about that decision. We 
got married in that church in 

2011, and our first daughter, 
Malia, was just born in April, 
and I continue to attend and 
play an active role at First 
Church as well.”

Molly Baskette, lead pastor of 
First Church, was thrilled to talk 
about Shungu. 

“Pete is, very simply, an amaz-
ing person: passionate about jus-
tice; talented but humble; loving 
and open; smart and discerning 
but open to new wisdom from 
others,” she said. “He has a real 
heart for people on the margins 
-people of color, queer folks, ur-
ban youth- and will work hard 
to represent them and support 
them. We asked him to be a 
deacon (one of the senior lay 
positions in our church), even 
though he is a fairly ‘new’ Chris-
tian, because he is so wise and 
kind despite his youth. Pete is 

a stalwart member of our choir, 
marching band and praise band, 
Project Soul. He does often ar-
range music, and plays trumpet 
or sings.” 

Shungu is generous and forth-
coming about the writing in the 
All Starz’s music: 

“Many of the tunes were writ-
ten by Steve Mossberg, who 
used to play keys with the band, 
but others were created more 
organically,” he said. “(Moss-
berg) is really a talented com-
poser and arranger.”

“In terms of lyrics, I write 
all my own lyrics, and Tanya 
(Richardson), our singer, writes 
most of her own lyrics as well,” 
he added.

“Ultimately, I was drawn to the 
message, the energy and talent, 
and knew it was something I 
had to be a part of,” Richardson, 

who has been with the bad for 
two years, said. “Overall, I’m a 
music lover in general. Although 
I’ve grown up listening to a lot of 
soul music, R&B and hip hop, I 
appreciate a lot of other genres.” 

All Starz drummer David 
Beauchesne shared the feeling of 
writing new music.

“The moment when you real-
ize you have a new song coming 
together is very exciting, he said. 

“I also enjoy doing college gigs, 
and we’ve done a fair amount al-
ready. I’m also looking forward 
to our upcoming performance at 
the SomerStreets festival. That 
should be fun.” 

Shungu agreed, saying, “It’s al-
ways fun to play festivals; it gives 
people of all ages, youth, fam-
ilies, the opportunity to access 
our music and provide a festive, 
positive atmosphere.”

The Norton Group

Buying or Selling?

617-623-6600

To advertise in
The

Somerville Times
call

Bobbie Toner:
617-666-4010

Afro D All Starz ready for SomerStreets   CONT. FROM PG 1



MAY 28, 2014••21

Poetry books capture history and social times
By Kenneth Gloss

It’s finally spring and the time of 
the year when young men and 
young women turn to love in the 
classic form of poetry.

But when you collect poetry 
books, you’re stepping into a 
world of words that has had a 
huge impact on literature. Po-
ets were the forerunners for 
many of the trends that evolved 
in literature, because they were 
the first to dare to try new 
forms of expression. Poetry is 
like the hub of the wheel that 
influenced the spokes of liter-
ature springing from it. That 
alone makes it a fascinating 
area for collectors.

As with anything, you have to 
choose a specific area of poetry 
to collect before embarking on a 
book buy. There are millions of 
poetry books available, in every 
time period and choosing an 
author or an era is the best way 
to focus your collection. People 
who have an interest in the clas-
sics - Latin and Greek literature 
- may choose to collect copies of 
the works of Virgil or to find dif-
ferent editions of The Odyssey.

From there, you can move on 
to books printed from the 1400s 
to the 1600s. Poetry was pop-
ular then and there are literally 
hundreds of different editions of 
works from those periods. Then 
there are the great, classic poets, 
such as Shakespeare, Shelley, 
Keats, Wordsworth. These are 
the perennial favorites with col-
lectors, some of whom collect 
for the love of the work, some 
who choose these authors for 
their style.

There are collectors who nar-
row their focus to one ethnic 

group or type of poetry. Some 
people collect just women po-
ets, others who zero in on the 
poetry of the Harlem Renais-
sance. American poets, such as 
Longfellow, Holmes, Emerson 
and Emily Dickinson are also a 
popular choice with poetry col-
lectors. Their works are plentiful 
and easy to find in bookstores 
around the country.

Some people collect the works 
of just one poet. Robert Frost 
has enough work out there that 
people can make a whole career 
out of collecting his material 
and looking for all of the books, 
cards, letters, signed manu-
scripts, etc. that he wrote. An 
early edition of Frost can cost 
thousands of dollars. First edi-
tions of his later books, which 
aren’t as rare, can be purchased 
for as little as $50. Of course, 
anything with his autograph is 
worth more than a book without 
his signature.

Whitman’s Leaves of Grass is 
another favorite with collectors. 
A first edition of that collec-
tion can cost tens of thousands 
of dollars. The book was first 
released in the 1850s and pub-
lished up to the turn of century. 
What makes Whitman unique 
however, is what happened with 
each edition. Before a new ver-
sion was released, Whitman 
would add or subtract lines, 
constantly revising the poetry. 
Each edition of Leaves of Grass 
is unlike the others in some way. 
It makes collecting Whitman a 
lot more fun.

The popular authors: Long-
fellow, Frost, Allen Ginsburg, 
ee cummings, Yeats, are among 
the ones that people ask for the 
most. I get constant requests for 

certain editions of theirs. Many 
people think poetry doesn’t sell 
that fast, or isn’t as popular as it 
once was. I disagree. If someone 
calls me and says they have a col-
lection of 300 books of poetry, 
the collectors hear about it and 
it’s sold quickly. 

One thing new collectors need 
to be wary of is claims of rarity 
of works by ‘unknown’ authors. 
Some works are rare because 
they were published by vanity 
presses and the author, who paid 
for the printing, only ran a few 
hundred copies. Yes, there are 
few of these editions available, 
but it doesn’t make them worth 
anything. A self-published book, 
regardless of how many copies 
exist, is rarely worth much.

The best part about collecting 
poetry is the range in prices and 

the variety of material. You can 
find reproductions, reprints and 
gorgeous old editions of works 
that cost little or nothing. Many 
of these were gift books pub-
lished in the mid-1800s that 
collectors can buy for $10-30.

As technology advances, so do 
the trends in collecting. Many 
people now are collecting audio 
books of poetry because hear-
ing the words read makes for a 
stronger experience. The pop-
ularity of poetry reading nights 
has increased the availability of 
audio poetry.

Poetry is one of those forms 
of literature that has been pop-
ular throughout the ages. No 
matter what time period you 
are interested in there is a type 
of poetry that goes along with it. 
Poets, who were often the first 

to take chances with words, have 
greatly affected the way people 
think and write. The literature 
of each era reflects the changes 
and breakthroughs in the poetry. 
Poetry will continue to be pop-
ular with collectors for decades 
to come because it’s a unique 
language that speaks to millions 
and lasts forever. 
_________________________

Kenneth Gloss is the owner of the 
Brattle Book Shop in Boston, one 
of America’s oldest and largest an-
tiquarian bookstores. The Brattle 
Book Shop is celebrating its 65th 
year of Gloss family ownership. 
Visit their Website at: www.brat-
tlebookshop.com for a list of his free 
and open talks, to get books ap-
praised or call 1-800-447-9595. 
Ken is often a guest appraiser on 
PBS’ Antiques Roadshow.

Collecting poetry books can be an especially rewarding and satisfying pursuit, according to expert Kenneth Gloss.
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Sally O’Brien’s
335 Somerville Ave.

617-666-3589

Monday June 2
Shawn Carter’s Cheapshots Comedy Jam   7 p.m.

Marley Mondays with Duppy Conquerors   10 p.m.

Tuesday June 3
The Porter Squares   7:30 p.m.

Wednesday June 4
Free Poker, lots of prizes!   8 p.m.

Thursday June 5
Open jam @ BYOBluegrass Party

grassy Thursdays   7:30 p.m.

Friday June 6
Johnny Come Latelies   6 p.m.
Paa Sec Diery Band   $5 cover

Saturday June 7
Somerville High Jazz Band   4 p.m.

Stan Martin & Wicked Heart   6 p.m.
My Own Worst Enemy, The Easy Reasons,

Desolation Bells   9 p.m.

Sunday June 8
Frank Drake Sunday Showcase   5 p.m.

Deb McDonnell Band   8 p.m.

NEVER A COVER!!!
www.sallyobriensbar.com

city solicitor maintained that 
any elected official might run 
into trouble advocating for this 
type of activity in their official 
positions because of their di-
rect financial interests in the 
Retirement Board’s decisions 
considering pensions and other 
matters. 

Wright added that the mem-
bers of the board can advocate in 
their personal and private times, 
but must remain cautious. Ward 
5 Alderman Mark Niedergang 
stated that he and other mem-
bers of the board were still con-
cerned about not having a voice 
in this matter, especially as it is 

such an important consideration 
with community impact and fi-
nancial implications.

At the end, this matter was 
placed on file. 

After a few other approvals on 
items for rodent-related inspec-
tions and public works matters, 
the BOA adjourned.

BOA meeting   CONT. FROM PG 3

to meet the needs of the com-
munity. For more informa-
tion, contact Arn Franzen at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2545, or 
AFranzen@somervillema.gov.

************************
Applications are now avail-
able for the “Pocket Change” 
pilot program, designed to 
help low-income young adults, 
ages18 to 24, gain full-time 
employment with local em-

ployers. On Tuesday, June 3, 
the city, the Somerville Com-
munity Corporation (SCC) 
and The Career Place will host 
an information session from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the SCC’s office at 
336 Somerville Ave. (second 
floor) for those interested in 
the program.

************************
Order tickets now at tas-
teofsomerville.com for the 

phenomenal Taste of Somer-
ville at Davis Square! 50+ 
outstanding restaurants, 
farmers, & breweries with 
live entertainment, hosted 
by Jimmy Tingle.  5:30–7:30 
p.m., Wednesday, June 4 (Rain 
dates: 6/11, 6/18),  at 50 Hol-
land Street (Buena Vista park-
ing lot will be transformed 
into a one-day phenomenon, 
the Buena Vista Pavilion)

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 11
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6:30am Road to Recovery
7:30am Life Matters
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Somerville Journal & Somerville Times Reading
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
10:30am Art at SCATV: Mark Manne 
11:00am Abugida TV
12:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Play by Play
1:30pm Henry Parker Presents
2:00pm Physician Focus
2:30pm Healthy Hypnosis
3:00pm Active Aging
3:30pm The Kevin Murphy Show
4:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Health is Wealth
5:30pm Peace by Piece
6:00pm France 24 World News (Free Speech TV)
6:30pm Taking Back Your Health
7:00pm This is East
8:00pm Somerville Pundits
8:30pm Perils for Pedestrians
9:00pm Bay State Biking News 
10:00pm Art at SCATV: Mark Manne
10:30pm SCATV: a year in review
11:00pm The Entertainer’s Show

Thursday, May 29
6:00am Atheist Viewpoint
7:00am Creating Cooperative Kids
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Somerville Journal & Somerville Times Reading
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News (re-run)
10:30am Culture Club: Urban Agriculture in Somerville
11:00am Meh Kyown’s Television Ship 
11:30am  Ablevision
12:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm African Television
2:00pm Neighborhood Cooking w/Candy
2:30pm Cooking with Georgia & Dez
3:00pm Chef’s Table Series 
4:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)

5:00pm Jeff Jam Sing Song Show: Spring Time
5:30pm The Folkorist
6:00pm France 24 World News (Free Speech TV)
6:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News (re-run)
7:00pm Taking Back your Health (Live call-in)
7:30pm Basic Buddha
8:00pm Fouye Zo Nan Kalalou (Live call-in)
9:30pm Meh Kyown’s Television Ship
10:00pm Greater Somerville: Mike Lake,
 Lieutenant Gov. Candidate
10:30pm Art at SCATV
11:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes

Friday, May 30
7:30am Shrink Rap
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV) 
9:00am Somerville Journal & Somerville Times Reading
10:00am This is East
11:00am Paths to Wellness
11:30am Peace by Piece
12:00pm Somerville Housing Authority
12:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News 
1:00pm Climate Change in Somerville 
2:30pm Art at SCATV: Mark Manne
3:00pm Brunch with Sen. Bernie Sanders
4:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Greater Somerville: Martha Coakley
5:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm France 24 World News (Free Speech TV)
6:30pm Reeling the Movie Review Show
7:00pm Net Neutrality and the Future of Internet Access
8:00pm Visual Radio
9:00pm The Entertainer’s Show
9:30pm Meh Kyown’s Television Ship
10:00pm Independent Filmmaker Hour
11:00pm A Black Show (Free Speech TV)

Saturday, May 31
6:00am Arabic Hour
7:00am Net Neutrality and the Future of Internet Access
8:00am Jeff Jam Sing Song Show: Cowboy Episode
9:00am Festival Kreyol
10:00am Tele Galaxie
11:00am Dead Air Live

12:00pm Reeling the Movie Review Show
12:30pm Culture Club
1:00pm Play by Play
2:00pm Henry Parker Presents 
3:00pm Telemagazine
4:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
4:30pm Somerville Housing Authority
5:00pm Tele Kreyol
6:00pm SCATV: a year in review
6:30pm Origins of SCATV
7:00pm This is East
8:00pm David Pakman (Free Speech TV)
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm Open Line News with Davey D
11:00pm Gay USA

Sunday, June 1
6:00am Program Celebrai
7:00am Rompendo em Fe 
8:00am Effort Pour Christ 
9:00am Heritage Baptist Church
10:00am International Church of God
10:30am Active Aging
11:00am The Folklorist
11:30am Basic Buddha
12:00pm Play by Play
1:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm Somerville Journal & Somerville Times Reading
2:30pm Life Matters 
3:00pm Rompendo em Fe
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm Greater Somerville: Mike Lake,
 Lieutenant Gov. Candidate
6:00pm Abugida TV
7:00pm African Television Network 
8:00pm Tele Magazine
9:00pm Effort Pour Christ
10:00pm Farrakhan Speaks 
11:00pm No Film Film Festival

Monday, June 2
6:00am Ablevision
6:30am Creating Cooperative Kids
7:30am Eckankar 

8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am The Stephanie Miller Show (Free Speech TV)
10:00am Bay State Biking News
11:00am Nossa gente e Costumes  
12:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Plastic Planet (Free Speech TV)
2:00pm Tufts Films for Social Change Series
2:30pm Copy Cat Festival (at the Arts at the Armory)
3:00pm Exercise with Robyn and Max
3:30pm Esoteric Science
4:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show  (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents: Mass Incarceration
6:00pm France 24 World News (Free Speech TV)
6:30pm Nepali Producers Group: 104 Anniversary
 of L. Devkota by INLS
8:00pm Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
8:30pm MEH Kyown’s Television Ship
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm  Bate Papo com Shirley
11:00pm The Entertainer’s Show

Tuesday, June 3
7:00am The Struggle
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Somerville Journal & Somerville Times Reading
10:00am This is East
11:30am Ablevision
12:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Ring of Fire (Free Speech TV)
2:00pm The Bioneers program (Free Speech TV)
3:00pm Reeling Movie Show: a Movie Review program
3:30pm Greater Somerville: Lieutenant Governor, 
 Mike Lake
4:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer 
5:30pm The Literati Scene
6:00pm France 24 World News (Free Speech TV)
6:30pm Art at SCATV: Mark Manne
7:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
7:30pm Greater Somerville
8:00pm Dead Air Live 
9:00pm Energy Theater
11:00pm The David Pakman Show (Free Speech TV)
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9:00am: Secure Communities Press Conference 
9:30am: Limiting Secure Communities
 Executive Order Signing 
12:00pm: Safe Streets, Smart Trips
12:15pm: Congressional Update
12:45pm: SomDog Spring Fling
1:00pm: SomerViva: Espanol
1:30pm: East Somerville Walking Tour
3:00pm: Voices of Somerville
6:30pm: East Somerville Walking Tour
8:00pm: Congressional Update
8:30pm: Secure Communities Press Conference
9:00pm: Limiting Secure Communities
 Executive Order Signing
9:30pm: SomDog Spring Fling
10:00pm: Voices of Somerville

Thursday, May 29
12:00am: East Somerville Walking Tour
1:30am: Secure Communities Press Conference
2:00am: Voices of Somerville
2:30am: SomDog Spring Fling
9:00am: Talking Business
9:30am: SomDog Spring Fling
12:00pm: Senior Circuit 
12:30pm: Ward 1 Spring ResiStat Meeting
2:00pm: Talking Business
2:30pm: B2Green Expo
3:00pm: SomerViva: Espanol
7:00pm: Ward 1 Spring ResiStat Meeting
8:30pm: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
9:00pm: Somerville Youth Peace Conference

Friday, May 30
12:00am: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
12:30am: Ward 1 Spring ResiStat Meeting
2:00am: Somerville Youth Peace Conference
9:00am: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
9:30am: PorchFest 2014
12:00pm: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
1:30pm: Voices of Somerville
2:00pm: Talking Business
2:30pm: East Somerville Walking Tour
4:00pm: 2014 Spring Clean Up
6:30pm: 2014 Spring Clean Up
7:00pm: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
8:30pm: Voices of Somerville
9:00pm: East Somerville Walking Tour
10:30pm: Talking Business

Saturday, May 31
12:00am: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
1:30am: Voices of Somerville
2:00am: East Somerville Walking Tour
3:30am: 2014 Spring Clean Up
9:00am: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
12:00pm: Immigrant Community Meeting
12:30pm: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
2:00pm: Historic Preservation Meeting
3:00pm: 2014 Spring Clean Up
3:30pm: Community Path Press Conference
6:30pm: Immigrant Community Meeting
7:00pm: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting

8:30pm: PorchFest 2014
9:10pm: Historic Preservation Meeting

Sunday, June 1
12:00am: Immigrant Community Meeting
12:30am: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
2:00am: PorchFest 2014
2:40am: 2014 Spring Clean Up 
9:00am: East Somerville Walking Tour
12:00pm: Senior Circuit
12:30pm: Keep Moving
1:00pm: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
1:30pm: Congressional Update 
2:00pm: Secure Communities Press Conference
2:30pm: Limiting Secure Communities
 Executive Order Signing
3:00pm: Voices of Somerville
7:00pm: Senior Circuit
7:30pm: Keep Moving
8:00pm: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
8:30pm: Secure Communities Press Conference
9:00pm: Limiting Secure Communities
 Executive Order Signing
9:30pm: Congressional Update
10:00pm: Voices of Somerville 

Monday, June 2
12:00am: Senior Circuit
12:30am: Keep Moving 
1:00am: Legoland Ribbon Cutting at Assembly Row
1:30am: Secure Communities Press Conference
2:00am: Limiting Secure Communities Executive Order 
Signing
2:30am: Congressional Update
3:00am: Voices of Somerville 
9:00am: Keep Moving
9:30am: Safe Streets, Smart Trips
12:00pm: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
1:30pm: PorchFest 2014
2:10pm: Historic Preservation Meeting
6:30pm: Voices of Somerville
7:00pm: B2Green Expo
7:30pm: Historic Preservation Meeting 
8:30pm: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
10:00pm: Talking Business

Tuesday, June 3
12:00am: B2Green Expo
12:30am: Historic Preservation Meeting
2:00am: Congressional Update
2:30am: Talking Business
3:00am: Voices of Somerville
9:00am: Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
12:00pm: Senior Circuit
12:30pm: Keep Moving
1:00pm: East Somerville Walking Tour
2:00pm: Congressional Update
2:30pm: Immigrant Community Meeting 
6:30pm: Secure Communities Press Conference
7:00pm: Senior Circuit
7:30pm: Safe Streets, Smart Trips
8:00pm: Talking Business
8:30pm: Secure Communities Press Conference
9:00pm: Limiting Secure Communities
 Executive Order Signing
9:30pm: East Somerville Walking Tour

12:00am: Senior Circuit
12:30am: Keep Moving
1:00am: Talking Business
1:30am: Secure Communities Press Conference
2:00am: Limiting Secure Communities
 Executive Order Signing
2:30am: East Somerville Walking Tour

EDUCATIONAL CHANNEL 15
Wednesday, May 28

9:00am: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
11:00am: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
12:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education
1:00pm: WHCIS Spring Concert
2:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education
3:00pm: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
4:00pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
6:00pm: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
7:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education
8:00pm: WHCIS Spring Concert
9:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education
10:00pm: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS

Thursday, May 29
12:00am: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
2:00am: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
3:00am: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
9:00am: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
11:00am: An Evening of Chamber Music
12:00pm: Student of the Quarter: WSNS
12:30pm: Spring String Fling
1:00pm: 2014 Youth Peace Conference
3:00pm: Our Schools, Our City - Beyond SHS
3:30pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
6:00pm: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
8:00pm: An Evening of Chamber Music
9:00pm: Student of the Quarter: WSNS
9:30pm: Spring String Fling
10:00pm: 2014 Youth Peace Conference

Friday, May 30
12:00am: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
9:00am: An Evening of Chamber Music
10:00am: Our Schools, Our City - Beyond SHS
11:00am: WSNS Science Fair
12:00pm: Highlander Forum - Scholarship
1:00pm: 2014 SHS Spring Concert
3:00pm: SHS Softball vs. Cambridge
5:00pm: An Evening of Chamber Music
6:00pm: Our Schools, Our City - Beyond SHS
7:00pm: WSNS Science Fair
8:00pm: Highlander Forum - Scholarship
8:30pm: 2014 SHS Spring Concert
10:00pm: SHS Softball vs. Cambridge

Saturday, May 31
12:00am: Kennedy Show Drama Club presents...
1:00am: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
3:00am: 2014 Youth Peace Conference
9:00am: Common Core State Standards for Education
10:00am: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
12:00pm: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
1:00pm: WHCIS Spring Concert
2:00pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
4:00pm: Our Schools, Our City - Beyond SHS
5:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education

6:00pm: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
8:00pm: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
9:00pm: WHCIS Spring Concert
10:00pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge

Sunday, June 1
12:00am: 2014 Youth Peace Conference
2:00am: SHS Baseball vs. Everett
4:00am: Legoland Visits WHCIS
9:00am: Student of the Quarter: WSNS
9:30am: Student of the Quarter: Kennedy School
10:00am: Student of the Quarter: WHCIS
10:30am: Student of the Quarter: WHCIS
11:00am: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
12:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education
1:00pm: kid stuff - Bullying
1:30pm: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
3:30pm: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
5:00pm: Student of the Quarter: ESCS
5:30pm: Student of the Quarter: Argenziano School
6:05pm: Student of the Quarter: Brown School
6:30pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
8:30pm: Our Schools, Our City - Beyond SHS
9:00pm: Spring String Fling
10:00pm: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS

Monday, June 2
12:00am: WSNS Science Fair
1:00am: SHS Baseball vs St. Clement
3:00am: SHS Multicultural Fair
8:30am: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
9:00am: Highlander Boys Basketball 2013-14
9:30am: Lady Highlander Basketball 2013-14
10:00am: All City Middle School Spring Concert
11:00am: 2014 Youth Peace Conference
1:00pm: Kennedy Show Drama Club presents...
2:00pm: 2014 SHS Spring Concert
4:00pm: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
5:00pm: Common Core State Standards for Education
6:00pm: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
8:00pm: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
9:00pm: WHCIS Spring Concert
10:00pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge

Tuesday, June 3
12:00am: Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
1:00am: Argenziano School Memorial Day Concert
1:30am: SHS Vocational Senior Awards Banquet
9:00am: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
11:00am: An Evening of Chamber Music
12:00pm: Student of the Quarter: WSNS
12:30pm: Spring String Fling
1:03pm: 2014 Youth Peace Conference
3:00pm: Our Schools, Our City - Beyond SHS
3:30pm: SHS Baseball vs. Cambridge
6:00pm: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
8:00pm: An Evening of Chamber Music
9:00pm: Student of the Quarter: WSNS
9:30pm: Spring String Fling
10:03pm: 2014 Youth Peace Conference
12:00am: GBL Dual Outdoor Track Meet
2:00am: An Evening of Chamber Music
3:00am: Student of the Quarter: WSNS
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

Lyrical
SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

Ah! Ain’t love grand!  Yes grand, tragic, maddening, 
evolving ... in all its infinite variety. Feldman in his 
collection Immortality explores love and its many 
manifestations, as well as other themes. I had the 
privilege to interview Feldman on my Somerville 
Community Access TV show Poet to Poet: Writer 
to Writer recently.

Alan Feldman’s A Sail to Great Island (2004) won 
the Pollak Prize for Poetry from the University of 
Wisconsin. The Happy Genius (1978) won the an-
nual George Elliston Book Award for the best col-
lection published by a small, U.S. non-profit press. 
His work has appeared in the Atlantic Monthly, 
The New Yorker, and Kenyon Review, among many 
other magazines, and included in The Best Ameri-
can Poetry 2001 (edited by Robert Hass) and BAP 
2011 (edited by Kevin Young). Feldman’s recent 
work appears in Hanging Loose, Cimarron Review, 
upstreet, Southern Review, Yale Review, Salamander, 
Southwest Review, Cincinnati Review, Catamaran, 
Worcester Review, and online in Boston Poetry Mag-
azine and Cortland Review. His poem A Man and 
A Woman was featured in Tony Hoagland’s 2013 
article for Harper’s, Twenty Little Poems That Could 
Save America.

Feldman was a professor and chair of English 
at Framingham State University, and for 22 years 
taught the advanced creative writing class at Har-
vard University’s Radcliffe Seminars. He offers 
free, drop-in poetry workshops at the Framing-
ham (MA) public library near his home.

 Doug Holder: We were both born in New York 
City, and moved out to the suburbs of Long Island. 
I always found the suburbs stifling. How did you 
find it?

Alan Feldman: I was desperate to get out of 
the suburbs. But I will tell you something about 
Woodmere, L.I. where I grew up. My mother and 
Louise Gluck’s mother were best friends. Louise 
grew up in Hewlett and I grew up in Woodmere 
and so apparently it was a fertile ground for po-
ets. And Louise  had an exhibit of her paintings 
at the Hewlett library when I was in high school. 
Her paintings were striking. Later, I met her on 
a bus when I was attending Columbia University. 
She told me she was taking a very good poetry 
course with Leoine Adams. And Louise was very 
beautiful, and so I thought I would sign up for 
the workshop, and maybe get to know her. But 
the workshop was not for me so I stopped going. 
But I forgot to drop the course. So my transcript 
will show the only course that I took in poetry 
writing, I failed.

My parents were both teachers and they took me 
and my sister to Europe for three months in 1952. 
I remember vividly when we were in Rome, I saw 
the Protestant Cemetery where Keats and Shelley 
are buried. It was an experience I will never for-
get. Here we were visiting the graves of folks long 
dead and we didn’t know personally. I was all of 
seven years old. Shelley’s grave was very well-tend-
ed. He came from a well-to-do background. It was 
covered with ivory, and Keats’ grave was essentially 
bare. And then I remember my mother crying at 
Keats’ grave. I thought: “How could something like 
this affect a living person?” This planted the idea in 
my soul that there is a transmission from the dead 
to the living via poetry. This ... I believe ... was a 
big influence for me becoming an artist and poet. 

So Woodmere was 
my home, but it 
was my particular 
home and family. 

DH: You taught 
in the South 
Bronx in the late 
60s. That must 
have been, to say 
the least, chal-
lenging.

AF: It was in-
credibly difficult. 
I had a choice to 
teach or ship out to Vietnam. I think I chose the 
wrong thing (laugh). I was placed in a special ser-
vices school. This was where the average sixth grad-
er was reading at a third grade level. A third of the 
staff were brand new and had never been a teacher 
in the classroom. I was terrible at it. After the first 
half year they took me out of the classroom and 
made me a specialist in Language Arts and Sci-
ence. I got to teach the same lessons all day long, so 
I got to learn how to teach. The second year they 
gave me class 5-1.This class had kids who scored 
the highest in the math test. They were like little 
geniuses. Some of them were reading way above 
grade-level. And we put on plays and I had them 
painting. I think I succeeded here. But the idea 
that you can drop a bright and educated person in 
the classroom and they can automatically teach is 
wrong. There is so much technique in classroom 
management. I wasn’t ready to teach kids whose 
main issue was to stay in their seat.

DH: You sent me some poems from your col-
lection Immortality. Many of the poems deal with 
the psychology of love. One of the poems is titled 
The Rowboat, The Girl, The Light. This poem took 
place when you were very young. You were out on 
a rural lake and a young girl swam to your boat.  
Everything smelled of pine, desire, things were el-
emental. Now you have gotten older things have 
changed in this realm. Things are more urgent. 
There is a deeper appreciation of the world.

AF: As you get older – and I will be 70 soon – 
your desire becomes generalized. You desire the 
world and everything in it. As a child you take that 
for granted.

DH: Your wife Nan Hass is an accomplished art-
ist. Do you guys collaborate?

AF: We understand each others’ obsessiveness. 
We are both infected with this need to make art. 
Nan works all the time and has an incredible drive. 
She understands me. If something you are working 
on gets a hold of you, you are going to be immersed 
in it. We both give each other space. We are hilar-
iously bad at collaboration. We worked on a book 
of poems, my poems and her illustrations. We got 
into such a fight about the binding that it almost 
destroyed our marriage (laugh). So our collabora-
tion are limited and with parameters.

DH: You were a professor at Framingham State 
University for many years. In your opinion what 
makes for a good teacher?

AF: A really good knowledge of the subject. A 
love for the subject. A strong desire to be help-
ful. A sense of organization. I have observed so 
many shapeless classes. The essential purpose 
is too vague.

Poet Steve Lappen has sent us a poem, 
so please concentrate ... if you can.

CONCENTRATION BLUES

I look admiringly upon the book’s 
front cover,
Its design as inviting as a tour through 
the Louvre.
As I turn to the first page of text,
There is the slightest bit of hesitation,
Even resistance offered by the book.

The words on the page begin a dizzying dance.
With fear and trembling I slow the dance
To a rhythmic crawl.
Still and all my eyes cannot keep pace.
Rhythm gives way to a chaotic burn.
My eyes surrender to letters
Bound together in a meaningless string.
At last, I close the book.

I look admiringly upon the book’s front cover,
Its design as inviting as a tour through the Louvre.
I sigh a sigh of needed relief.
I sigh a sigh of mounting disgust.
Concentration’s caress will not be mine.

 — Steve Lappen

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: 
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Poet Alan Feldman:
A psychologist of the mystery of love

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Known as the G.I. Bill, 
a law that provided a range 
of benefits for returning 
World War II veterans

2.  Kim Novak

3.  Drano

4.  It was the ferris wheel 
at the 1964 New York 
World’s Fair

5.  Dancing chickens

6.  Iris

7.  $1.98

8.  Marilyn Monroe

9.  Winston, after Win-
ston Churchill

10.  Tony Flow and the 
Majestic Masters of May-
hem

11.  1969

12.  Polaroid Camera

From on page 14
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