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Dance in the Street at the
Union Square Farmers Market

Union Square Main Streets kicks off the 17th season 
of the Union Square Farmers Market in Somerville 
this Saturday, May 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 
with a big change. The market will move from Union 
Square Plaza, its home for 16 years, to Somerville 
Avenue, in order to provide businesses and their out-
door patios the vital opportunity to welcome Union 
Square lovers.

Since 2005, the Union Square Farmers Market has 
helped shoppers fill their homes with top-quality, 
fresh, local food while serving as a catalyst for vibran-
cy, economic activity, and neighborhood connection. 

Thanks to the City of Somerville’s support, cus-
tomers can shop local in open air at the COVID-19 
Prepared Market, now on Somerville Avenue, which 
will be closed to motor vehicles between Carlton and 
Hawkins Streets. Market goers can navigate to the 
market using the address 366 Somerville Avenue and 
are reminded that Union Square is best explored by 
foot, bike, and public transit.

“Orchestrating a market of this scale is always  
a dance,” said Jessica Eshleman,

Somerville petitions for
domestic partnership benefits

By Joe Creason

Long standing debates around several proposed 
ordinances were revisited by the City Council 
during their Legislative Matters Committee 
meeting on May 6. 

City Councilors submitted a proposal for the 
forward-thinking Domestic Partnership Ordi-
nance, which redefines some legal definitions 
around spousal relationships in Somerville. 
Among other reasons, interest in the proposal 
was driven by people who experienced difficul-
ty visiting those they considered family while at 
hospitals, amid the Covid pandemic. 

“We have lots of people who live in the city and 
recognize their relationship as more than two 
adults,” said Ward 6 Councilor Lance Davis.

Both state and Federal laws provide many 
privileges to married couples with spousal sta-
tus. According to Davis, the Continued on page 4

Legal equity for domestic partners was a topic addressed at the latest meeting of the Somerville City 
Council's Legislative Matters Committee.

Continued on page 9
Join in the dance as the Union Square Farmers Market opens its 17th season at its new location on 
Somerville, this Saturday, May 15.



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of May 12 – May 18 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Partly Cloudy 61°/44° 5% 8%  NW 17 mph

 May 12

 Thursday 
Sunny 69°/50° 3% 5%  NW 11 mph

 May 13

 Friday 
Cloudy 66°/49° 15% 9%  WSW 10 mph

 May 14

 Saturday 
Partly Cloudy 68°/49° 15% 10%  W 11 mph

 May 15

 Sunday 
Partly Cloudy 68°/51° 22% 13%  NE 10 mph

 May 16

 Monday 
Partly Cloudy 68°/52° 25% 12%  ENE 11 mph

 May 17

 Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 70°/55° 19% 10%  SW 12 mph

 May 18

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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We hear the Somerville High School Class of 2021 Gradu-
ation will take place on June 7 at Dilboy Stadium, with each 
student being able to have two guests. We will update as more 
becomes available.

*************************
The City of Somerville Health and Human Services De-
partment is partnering with Riverside Trauma Center to 
offer a free two-day virtual training in Psychological First 
Aid and Post-Traumatic Stress Management for individuals 
who live or work in Somerville. Participants will learn basic 
behavioral health disaster-response skills in order to support 
youth and adults impacted by a traumatic event. This training 
would be beneficial for school staff, youth workers and service 
providers, human service workers, nurses, juvenile justice and 
law enforcement personnel, clergy, social workers, and anyone 
providing services in a support capacity. Training sessions will 
be held Friday, June 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, June 11, 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Participants must attend both sessions. 
Learn more and register at somerville-ma.gov/HHS. 

*************************
The City of Somerville moved into a modified Phase 4, Step 
1 of the state’s reopening plan on Friday, May 7. This means 
that indoor capacity for several businesses will be increased sig-
nificantly, something that the local economy desperately needs. 
For specific details and general guidelines, go to https://www.
somervillema.gov/reopeningphase4. Additional reopening 
steps, beyond the modified Phase 4, Step 1, will go into ef-
fect on Tuesday, June 1. All of the newly allowed activities 
will be subject to regular city permitting and safety rules and 
sector-specific COVID-19 guidelines. Dance floors will be al-
lowed at private events, but facial coverings must be worn and 
there should be social distancing between households. Food 
and drinks will be allowed with recreational activities, but they 
must remain in one location. This means, for example, movie-
goers can have snacks and drinks at their seats during a screen-
ing or bowlers can have food at their lane. Continued on page 7
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Matthew Buchanan selected as next 
Somerville High School Principal
Monique says:
Somerville’s gain, PPSD’s loss.

Response to: Somerville Fire Department, LT John ‘Moose’ 
Byrne retires
Steve Keenan says:
Best wishes to John. A perfect gentleman and one of the best!

Response to: Outdoor face covering rules relaxed starting 
April 30
cbd powder says:

Finally, our Somerville began to loosen quarantine measures a little. This was necessary for chil-
dren who like to spend a lot of time outside, especially in such weather, I believe that soon we will 
overcome the coronavirus and all restrictions will be lifted for us, I have been waiting for this for 
so long, but I believe that soon we will get this coronavirus and we will be fine! The main thing is 
to believe and do everything so as not to infect other people!

Response to: Somerville joins the Civil War
Patrick Dorant says:
Very interesting Jimmy. Just love reading your articles.

Response to: Job #1
Vera Gropper says:

Jimmy- Thanks for the memories!!!
Vera

BMac says:

When people found out you worked at Polaroid, they immediately asked you to get them a free 
camera.
I don’t know how many times I explained to people that they bought the camera for the same price 
I did, but that I could get them the film cheap.

BMac says:

The Brighams in Davis, at least for some period of time, was run by the dad of my classmate. They 
lived on Sterling street back then.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.



I actually almost 
went nuts trying 
to find a photo of 
the Kemp's factory 
that used to be in 
Somerville. I can't 
imagine how many 
times I drove past 

the building and smelled that heavenly 
aroma of roasting peanuts, cashews and 
more. If you went down Walnut St. from 
Highland Ave., or from Medford St., past 
the building on your left after the bridge, 
the smell was soothing and yummy.

The Kemp Nuts factory, formerly at 19 
Walnut St., was among other buildings in 
Somerville built by the Edward F. Kemp 
company which he founded in Somerville 
in 1915. The other buildings were at 152 
School St. and 226 Pearl St. where Kemp 
actually lived. That three-story brick 
building is a state historic asset which is 
currently Pearl St. Studios.

Many Somerville people remember that 
sweet aroma as they walked by the build-
ing at 19 Walnut St. on their way back 
and forth from the high school (before 
everyone's parents dropped them off and 
picked them up). Today it's the beau-
tiful Edward Leathers Park, but many 
Somerville long timers worked there, or 
had family members who worked there. 
Thank you to my friends who shared 
their Kemp's memories with us.

"My Mom worked there as a teen pack-
ing peanut butter!"

"My aunt worked there in the 50’s and, 
trust me, we always had snacks in the 
house when she did!"

"When I was in high school, I heard if you 
walked in there they would give you free 
nuts. I tried it and I got some. But I didn’t 
really do it too often. I wish I did it more."

"I used to work there it was the best, 
when they were roasting the nuts."

"All the nuts you could eat! I think that 
triggered my love for cashews!"

"My mom worked there until she mar-
ried in 1948. My wife worked there for 
a short time after we married and there 
were some of the same people 30 years 
later that had worked with my mom."

"Lived across the street from 1965 until 
1983 can still smell the nuts."

"You could buy nuts there. The place 
smelled amazing."

The factory shut down, the building was 
condemned and finally torn down. Kemp's, 
along with the Hostess company, formerly 
on Lowell St., provided the world with two 
products from Somerville … Twinkies and 
nuts. Actually three .... Twinkies, nuts and 
a whole lotta Fluff! But most of all, a lot of 
nice, and scrumptious memories.

Be sure to check the beautiful Edward 
Leathers Community Park at 19 Walnut St.

Thank you Mike Devereaux for sharing 
the photos of the building.
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Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

Ooh that smell!
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Text-A-Tip
Text a Tip to the SPD from anywhere!

• 100% completely anonymous  • Easy and secure
• Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply text the phone number “TIP411” ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” at 
the beginning of your text message. If your message requires an emergency 
response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

Powered by:

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210
Help Keep Somerville Safe!

Looking for a fight at the Mexican grill
Somerville Police officers were 
dispatched to Maya Sol Mexican 
Grill on Broadway last Sunday 
evening on reports of a man al-
legedly trying to pick fights with 
people inside the restaurant.

As the Somerville Police offi-
cers arrived on the scene, they 
observed a State Trooper walk-
ing the suspect, Victor Moya, of 
Everett, out the door of the es-
tablishment.

According to reports, Moya ap-
peared to be in an agitated state. 
The officers told him that he 

was free to leave and that he was 
no longer welcome inside the 
restaurant due to his behavior.

Moya then reportedly took one 
step away, turned around, and 
began to walk towards the offi-
cers, who took a step back and 
used one of their arms to keep 
Moya at a safer distance.

An officer was forced to push 
Moya back twice while telling 
him to back up as he continued 
to advance towards him. 

Moya reportedly stated that he 
was a big guy and smiled as he 

charged towards us. He contin-
ued to mumble and the officers 
were unable to distinguish what 
he was saying. 

All of the patrons inside the 
restaurant had gathered at the 
front door and large windows. 
Cars which had stopped at the 
red light continued to sit even 
when the light had turned green.

Moya advanced towards the 
officer a third time and pushed 
past his outreached arm and 
forcefully chest bumped him, 
pushing him backwards.

The officer used his momen-
tum and utilized an arm bar 
take down, and Moya was tak-
en to the ground. Multiple nips 
of alcohol spilled out of Moya's 
sweatshirt onto the sidewalk. 

Moya tensed up his arms but 
the officers were able to hand-
cuff him without incident, and 
he was advised that he was then 
now under arrest.

A transport unit was called to 
take Moya to headquarters for 
booking. While seated, Moya 
reportedly tried to slip out of 

the handcuffs and attempted to 
break them.

The officers questioned patrons 
and staff of Maya Sol, and many 
of the patrons said that they had 
never seen Moya before. On this 
evening he came inside and was 
trying to fight multiple people, 
including an older gentleman 
who appeared distraught but did 
not wish to talk to the officers.

Moya was subsequently 
booked on charges of assault 
and battery on a police officer 
and disorderly conduct.

By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Standly Miranda, May 
6, 6:06 a.m., arrested at 

Somerville Ave. on a courte-
sy booking.

Anthony Quinones, May 
9, 1:23 p.m., arrested at 

Concord Ave. on charges 
of destruction of proper-
ty over $1200 and larceny 
over $1200, and on warrant 

charges of receiving a stolen 
credit card and improper use 
of credit card over $1200.

Victor Moya, of Everett, 

May 9, 9:02 p.m., arrested at 
Broadway on charges of as-
sault and battery on a police 
officer and disorderly conduct.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Domestic Partnership Or-
dinance adjusts the existing 
municipal code by amending 
the concept that a domestic 
partnership has to be just two 
people and by using the term 
spouse and domestic partner 
interchangeably. 

The new ordinance is attempt-
ing to secure many of the priv-
ileges which have typically been 
granted to married couples with 
regards to dependency status, 
taxation, and healthcare cover-
age. However there have been 
some complications with re-
gards to the General Insurance 
Commission (GIC). 

“I think this is an excellent 
reason to reassess our commit-
ment to the GIC as a whole,” 
Davis said. 

The GIC is a state-run orga-
nization which provides health 
insurance to employees of the 
Commonwealth and partici-
pating municipalities within 

Massachusetts. When the City 
of Boston tried to pass a sim-
ilar domestic partnership or-
dinance, they were blocked by 
state courts citing that the lan-
guage around the GIC is clear 
and domestic partners do not 
count as spouses.

According to City Councilors, 
the GIC service is unpopular 
with many in Somerville. 

“In terms of the GIC, a lot of 
unions might say that they were 
kind of coerced into agreeing 
to it, I don’t think they’re fans 
of GIC,” said Ward 1 Council-
or Matthew McLaughlin, “We 
should include them in the 
conversation and they might be 
willing to consider this option 
because GIC compared with 
Cambridge Healthcare system, 
is not as good.”

While the Domestic Partner-
ship Ordinance may not be able 
to affect the healthcare coverage 
status of Somerville employ-

ee dependents and partners, a 
home rule petition proposed by 
the city has the chance to carry 
more governing authority. 

A home rule provides flex-
ibility to local governments 
by petitioning the Massachu-
setts General Court under the 
Home Rule for special legisla-
tion affecting their community. 
According to the City Council, 
their petition is a two-part re-
quest to recognize any member 
of a domestic partnership as 
a dependent under GIC cov-
erage and to treat domestic 
partners as spouses in other 
applied contexts 

The City Council is continuing 
its debate around the decrim-
inalization and deprioritizing 
of drug possession offenses by 
means of a city ordinance. New 
information has come to light 
since the issue was last brought 
up in committee.

“Could the city pass an or-

dinance decriminalizing drug 
possession? The answer is no. 
Somerville, as a body politic, 
lacks the authority to make an 
ordinance which conflicts with 
the enforcement of state law,” 
said Assistant City Solicitor 
Hannah Pappenheim.

Pappenheim would go on to 
explain that the ordinance has 
issues which include encroach-
ing on the executive authority 
vested in the Somerville Police 
Department, as well as contra-
dicting Massachusetts State 
drug laws.

In Pappenheim’s assessment, 
the best way to address the issue 
in an enforceable way moving 
forward would be to implement 
an official policing policy with 
regards to the deprioritizing of 
drug possession offenses. 

“I want the world to know 
that we’re doing the right 
thing and that is the best way 
forward for the country, so I 

want the strongest possible 
policy in place,” Councilor 
McLaughlin said. 

McLaughlin says he would like 
formal recognition of the poli-
cy and that SPD Officers know 
this as a priority. 

Ward 4 Councilor Jesse Clin-
gan posed a question as to why 
states were able to pass laws in 
violation of Federal statutes, us-
ing the legalization of cannabis 
as an example. 

“The state is generally given 
police power, so most crimi-
nal statutes will be found un-
der state law. There are some 
larger issues like inter-state 
commerce that have Federal 
criminal law effects which peo-
ple are still at risk for,” Pappen-
heim said.

Some agenda items were 
kept in committee, though the 
Council moved to approve the 
long-debated Leaf Blower Or-
dinance.

Somerville petitions for domestic partnership benefits   CONT. FROM PG 1
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Carrot Salad
This salad is great all year round. It’s 
refreshing and light and goes perfectly 
with chicken or fish. It has great tex-
ture, a hint of sweetness with a hint 
of heat and a touch of tartness. These 
flavors are a true treat that will surely 
have you going in for seconds.

For the Salad
5 Cups Shredded Carrots
1/2 Cup Raisins 
1/2 Cup Slivered Toasted Almonds
1/2 Cup Combined, Minced Parsley, 
Mint & Cilantro
1/4 Teaspoon Salt
Pinch of Black Pepper

For the Dressing
Zest of 1 Lemon
Juice of 1 Lemon
1/2 Cup Olive Oil

Pinch of Salt & Pepper
1 Tablespoon Honey
1/2 Teaspoon Aleppo Pepper

Shred the carrots using a food pro-
cessor. If you don’t have one, you can 
purchase pre-shredded at your local 
supermarket. In a large bowl, com-
bine the shredded carrots, raisins, 
almonds, herbs, salt and pepper. In a 
small bowl, add the zest and juice of 
the lemon, while whisking, add the ol-
ive oil, honey, salt and pepper and the 
Aleppo pepper. 

Taste the dressing, if it’s too acid-
ic, add a little more olive oil. Pour 
the dressing into the salad mix, toss 
to coat. Place in the refrigerator for 
about 1/2 hour prior to serving. The 
Aleppo pepper spice can be found at 
Penzeys Spice if you’re unable to find 
it at the local supermarket. The Alep-
po Pepper has a slight heat and a mild 

sweetness, making it a perfect pairing 
with this salad.
_____________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.com/thymethief.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

The Somerville milk bottle collection
By Peter Lesses

As originally published in the March 
2021 issue of The Milk Route

In June 2018 I donated an ex-
tensive collection of Somer-
ville milk bottles and go-withs 
to the Somerville Museum, a 
small museum in the city of 
Somerville, Massachusetts. I 
wrote The Somerville, Mass. 
Dairy Collection booklet to 
document the collection and 
to explain the history of the 
Somerville dairy industry for 
New England collectors.

Barbara Mangum, the muse-
um’s director, approved the ac-
cession and the publication of 
the booklet, while the trustees 
secured any necessary copy-
rights, especially for the pictures.

The booklet relies on the two 
newer Massachusetts dairy 
lists: Massachusetts Milk Bottles 
by Town in Ascending Order, 
originally assembled by Lou 
Schadlich and Bill Devine, and 
later updated by Carl Smith. 
Another source was the set of 

Somerville Business Directories 
in the Somerville Public Library 
from 1872-1933, with some un-
fortunate gaps.

Three members of the Mer-
rimack Valley Bottle Club 
deserve credit for helping to 
find rare bottles and go-withs: 
Al Morin of Lowell, MA, Jim 
George of Milford, NH, and 
Bob Strand of Groton, MA. I 
spent a whole afternoon with 
Al taking notes on machine 
bottle marks, his specialty.

The Milk Route subscribers 
are familiar with his contribu-
tions to Bill Lockhart’s articles 
on the origin of milk bottles. 
I’d also like to thank Brad 
Blodget of Holden, MA, who 
specializes in Worcester Coun-
ty dairies. Brad sent me a copy 
of his article on the Bellows 
Falls Co-operative Creamery 
(BFCC) from the May 2008 
issue of The Milk Route.

This article cleared up con-
fusion over the common milk 
bottles from First National 
Stores – Boston; the company 
was actually in Somerville. The 
article also mentions that Calvin 
Coolidge was a stock holder in 
the newly formed BFCC.
The Somerville bottle collection

The collection represents 64 of 
the known 75 diaries.

• Six bottles presumably had 
tin tops: Philip Koen, E. Everett 
Giles; two different Highland 
Milk - D. A. Paige; Fred Smith, 
which has a tooled top; and F.S. 
Barnard, an acid etched pint 
“So2,” which has an odd-looking 
straight neck.

• Examples from seven oth-
er diaries are included because 
they distributed milk in Somer-
ville: a half pint tin top with the 
original closure from Hampden 
Dairy of Everett, Mass., acid 
etched “So5” for delivery in this 
city; Elm Farm from Boston, 
owned by Whiting’s of Charles-
town, which had a large store 
where the Goodyear Tire is cur-
rently located in Union Square; 
Cherry Valley Dairy of Ever-
ett, which had an agent at 53 
Prescott Street that was just a 
home; W. H. Munhall and Har-
vard Farms, which were both 
located in Cambridge. Research 
proved that the William, who 
lived in Cambridge, and Martin, 
who lived in Somerville, owned 
a farm in New Hampshire, but 
W.H. had a license to sell milk 
in both cities; the Harvard 

Farms Somerville pint VR as 
well as the more familiar pint 
with Cambridge embossed on it.

• The most common bottles 
were Herlihy Bros. at 65 Somer-
ville, Ave.; National Creamery 
Co. across the street at 66; F.S. 
Cummings; Giroux Bros.; No-
ble’s; Seven Oaks; and First Na-
tional Stores. F.S. Cummings 
bottles usually have an embossed 
triangle upside down with the 
letters “F C S” across the front, 
with the C in the middle of the 
triangle; however, there is a half 
pint in the collection with the 
triangle right side up.

• In 2002 I came across a clear 
half pint cream bottle embossed 
“Lakeside Farm Dairy Co. 
Somerville” with a Mass “BB” 
Seal. The name was a puzzle be-
cause the city has no lakes; the 
only body of water in close prox-

imity is the Mystic River, which 
flows along the northern border 
and empties into the harbor sur-
rounding Boston. 10 VOLUME 
486 The Somerville Milk Bottle 
Collection (continued)
A Few Anecdotes

• Brian Cohen told me a story 
about how his grandfather Sam 
Cohen, along with Sam’s broth-
ers Phillip and Benjamin, start-
ed National Creamery Compa-
ny (NCCo) in the early 1930s. 
They specialized in different 
kinds of cream cheese, some 
milk, and cream. The dairy op-
erated for about 20 years until 
the National Dairy Company 
in Chicago, which became Kraft 
Foods, acquired them, along 
with NCCo’s fierce competitor 
Breakstone’s.

The comptroller for NCCo 
was William Continued on page 9
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Public Private Partnership considered
for new Public Safety Building

By Alex Reidy

The latest meeting of the Public 
Safety Building Project Build-
ing Committee on May 5 con-
tinued where it left off last time, 
by discussing the possibility of 
a PPP, (Public Private Partner-
ship), that could be added onto 
the new PSB (Public Safety 
Building).

A PPP would mean that in 
addition to the PSB that is be-
ing proposed to be built on 90 
Washington St., the leftover 
square footage could be used for 
an additional building. Exam-
ples were shown of affordable 
housing, labs, etc., in order to 
create proper use of all addition-
al space available.

These additions could be 
placed to the side of the PSB 
or on top of it. That is where 
issues of funding and technical 
problems could come into play 
as high-rise steel would be need-
ed to create anything above the 
two-story PSB. More conver-
sation about the possibility of a 
PPP was hinted at taking place 

in the future when more sub-
stantial progress has been made 
on the PSB itself.

As of last meeting, the Com-
mittee voted to remove park-
ing offices, constituent services, 
and decreased officer shower 
rooms from two to one. They 
agreed upon coordinated office 
and work station types with the 
building master of the project, 
and with shared conference, 
work, and breakrooms on both 
floors. Currently the project is at 
an estimated 84,000 sq. feet but 
concerns about a realistic budget 
and defendable position were 
prominent in discussions about 
bringing the proposal before the 
City Council.

Rooms that were voted upon 
in the meeting were the Training 
Spaces, Wellness Center, Com-
munity Policing, Simulation and 
Tactical Training, Evidence and 
Processing, Fire Administration, 
Fire Investigations.

Training spaces included 
classroom style rooms both 
bookable by the Police and 
Fire Department. The Well-

ness Center is essentially a 
gym available to officers and 
staff. Its area is 4000 sq ft, 
which is a massive improve-
ment over the current gym in 
the current PSB. Community 
Policing is an office space for 
the 7 ward community police 
officers. Simulation and Tacti-

cal training is a room for simu-
lation training technology that 
includes firearms training and 
real life tactical situations.

Evidence and Processing is 
the in-house evidence storage. 
Fire Administration would 
be an office space for the Fire 
Chief, and Fire Investigations 

would be an office for the in-
vestigations of the causes of 
fires and interfacing with con-
stituents for when reports of 
insurance claims are needed.

All rooms were voted for 
and approved by the Commit-
tee. No public comments were 
made.

The Public Safety Committee recently met and discussed possibilities for inclusion of a Public Private Partnership (PPP) into 
the new Public Safety Building.

Rep. Barber secures critical local
funding in FY22 House Budget

Representative Christine P. Bar-
ber of Somerville and Medford 
voted with other House mem-
bers to enact the fiscal year 2022 
House Budget, which makes 
key investments in schools, ear-
ly education, affordable housing, 
economic development, public 
health, food security, services 
for people with disabilities and 
other priorities for economic re-
covery.  

In addition to statewide pro-
grams, Rep. Barber also pri-
oritized the needs of the 34th 
Middlesex District. Pedestrian 
safety and traffic calming are 
major issues in Somerville and 
Medford, particularly on the 
roads controlled by the state 
MassDOT and DCR. Rep. Bar-
ber was able to secure funding to 
improve pedestrian safety both 
on Alewife Brook Parkway near 
Dilboy Field and on Mystic Av-
enue in Somerville, along I-93. 
This funding bolsters other al-
locations, for a safer crosswalk 
and bus stop work at Mystic 
Ave at Shore Drive and a new 
intersection at Powder House 

Boulevard and Alewife Brook 
Parkway.  

“Pedestrian safety is critically 
important to our communities 
now more than ever. This fund-
ing will help reduce risk for peo-
ple who are outside enjoying our 
neighborhoods. I am incredibly 
happy that I was able to secure 
funding to improve community 
infrastructure and safety,” Rep. 
Barber said.

Representative Barber also 
worked to address the ongoing 
challenges of the pandemic, par-
ticularly in the areas of public 
health and health care services. 
She was successful in including 
a budget amendment to ensure 
that the Autism Commission 
compile data and make recom-
mendations on the impact of 
the pandemic on communities 
of color with autism. The pan-
demic has severely impacted 
people with autism and families 
of color have been shown more 
likely to experience additional 
barriers related to accessing re-
mote services and impacts from 
COVID-19.

In addition, Rep. Barber se-
cured funding for the Health 
Care for All Helpline, a free 
multilingual statewide service 
that helps people with ques-
tions about medical bills, getting 
health care and finding a vaccine. 
Rep. Barber also worked with 
Greentown Labs to ensure that 
new state investments in wind 
energy will include energy start-
ups and fund nonprofits and 
schools through the Massachu-
setts Clean Energy Center.

The FY22 House budget made 
critical investments to strength-
en the capacity of emergency 
homeless assistance and pre-
vention programs to help com-
bat the eviction crisis, exacer-
bated by the COVID-19 crisis. 
The House provided $22 mil-
lion in direct appropriations for 
the Residential Assistance for 
Families in Transition (RAFT) 
and $148 million for the Mas-
sachusetts Rental Voucher Pro-
gram (MRVP) Program. This 
funding, which assists families 
living in Somerville and Med-
ford, is a down payment on 

upcoming federal funds which 
will also be targeted at housing 
security. (The budget does not 
appropriate American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) funds, as the state 
awaits more information on 
spending parameters by the 
federal government.)

In addition, the budget sup-
ported efforts to address food 
insecurity and ensure low-in-
come residents have access to 
cash benefits during the eco-
nomic downturn. The budget 
included $30 million for Emer-
gency Food Assistance and $13 
million for the Healthy Incen-
tives Program, which fund local 
food banks, along with $771.1 
million in funding for the De-
partment of Transitional Assis-
tance to shore up investments in 
families, at-risk parents, victims 
of intergenerational trauma, the 
elderly, the disabled, and com-
munities most impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Other budget highlights in-
clude: 

• Funding and a mandate to 
test a backlot of sexual assault 

evidence kits, after it was discov-
ered that over six thousand rape 
kits remained untested by the 
state over the past many years

• Investments of $20 million 
in early education rate increases 
for child care providers across 
Massachusetts

• $35 million for the Mas-
sachusetts Legal Assistance 
Corporation (civil legal aid), in-
creases for Prisoners’ Legal Ser-
vices and Mental Health Legal 
Advisors.

The budget now goes to the 
Senate.

— The Office of Rep. Christine P. Barber

State Rep. Christine P. Barber

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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COMMENTARY

For more information and regular 
COVID-19 updates, visit www.somer-
villema.gov/coronavirus and sign up for 
city alerts at www.somervillema.gov/
Alerts. Community members are en-
couraged to sign up for every alert meth-
od: phone call, text, email. Also follow 
FB.com/SomervilleCity and @Somer-
villeCity.

*************************
Katjana For Mayor of Somerville Vir-
tual Campaign Kickoff. Katjana Ballan-
tyne will be holding a virtual campaign 
kickoff, May 12 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. 
Here is the kickoff event link to join: 
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/kat-
janakickoff.

*************************
To those celebrating their birthdays this 
week: Happy birthday to Melissa Hur-
ley, who is celebrating this week. A nice 
person, we hope she has a great birthday. 
Happy birthday to Donald Chamber-
lain, we wish him the best. Happy birth-
day to Caroline Shea Rosas, who is also 
celebrating this week. Happy birthday 
to local attorney Neil Berman. We hope 
Neil has a great birthday. To another 
great local attorney, Edwin Smith, we 
wish him nothing but the best as well. A 
great guy, and one of the best real estate 

attorneys here in Somerville. We wish all 
of our Facebook friends, such as Mary 
Ellen Myhr, Diane Murphy Sullivan, 
Donny Caprigno and Beth Foley Dela-
cruz a very happy birthday. We hope ev-
eryone has a great day. To all the others 
we may have missed, we sincerely wish 
them the very best of birthdays.

*************************
The Somerville Arts Council and 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
are conducting two surveys to find out 
if Somerville artists have stable access 
to space for their work. There are two 
surveys: one for individuals and one for 
organizations. Artists who live or work 
in Somerville are invited to take which-
ever applies to them. Each survey takes 
five to 10 minutes to complete, and the 
data collected will be used to identify 
the risks arts spaces face, to inform city 
policies, and to establish programs that 
help preserve and develop arts spac-
es. Both surveys can be found at www.
somervilleartscouncil.org and will be 
open until May 24.

*************************
Save the date: The next GLX Gener-
al Public Meeting is planned for June 
30, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. The meeting 
format will be virtual, and a link will be 

posted soon on the GLX website. The 
meeting will include updates on: Con-
struction Status, Recent Project Mile-
stones, Testing and Commissioning of 
GLX service. For project information, 
please visit www.Mass.gov/GLX.

*************************
If a vehicle is booted, all unpaid parking 
tickets must be paid in full within 48 
hours to have it released, otherwise the 
vehicle will be towed. While the Park-
ing Department office remains closed 
to the public, payments can be made on-
line at somervillema.gov/parking, over 
the phone (call 1-844-807-9069), or by 
placing a certified bank check made out 
to “City of Somerville” in the secure drop 
box outside the Parking office at 133 
Holland Street. For more information, 
please visit somervillema.gov/parking.

*************************
The City of Somerville continues to 
monitor COVID case trends, vaccina-
tion rates, and other related data on a 
daily basis. As more people are vaccinat-
ed there is hope for further reopening 
in the near future. All persons age 16 or 
older are currently eligible for vaccina-
tion. For information on how to sched-
ule an appointment, visit www.somer-
villema.gov/vaccine or call the statewide 

helpline at 2-1-1.
*************************

Do you have ideas on how to keep cool 
in the heat? The City of Somerville, in 
partnership with the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council, is now accepting ap-
plications for the Keep Cool Somerville 
Community Projects Grant Program 
to support creative and impactful cool-
ing solutions this summer. Residents 
and community groups are invited to 
propose small-scale pilot projects to 
improve resilience to hot weather. A 
handful of projects will be funded to be 
implemented over the summer. No proj-
ect is too small. Grants can range from 
several hundred dollars to just under 
$10,000. Potential projects could seek 
to raise awareness of extreme heat risks 
and coping strategies, improve access to 
cooling resources, promote mutual aid 
during heat waves, or any other idea 
that improves community resilience to 
hot weather, especially among residents 
most likely to be impacted. Grant appli-
cants are encouraged, but not required, 
to draw on the Cooling Strategies 
Toolkit for inspiration. There are sev-
eral opportunities for interested appli-
cants to get feedback or assistance before 
submitting a proposal. 

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
The excruciatingly slow process of gradu-
ally bringing our lives and lifestyles back 
to normal post-pandemic continues to 
inch along at its own deliberate and ex-
tra-cautious pace.

The recent movement by the city into 
a modified Phase 4, Step 1 of the state’s 
reopening plan has breathed new life into 
the hearts and minds of all who have 
been affected by the lockdowns and re-

strictions set forth as an intended means 
of protecting everyone from the further 
spread of COVID-19 throughout the 
community.

We appreciate the caution, but we sure 
yearn for a return to normalcy – or as 
much of it that is possible in the near fu-
ture.

The simple things we used to take for 
granted, such as gathering together for 

recreation and entertainment, seem so 
precious to us now. Will we ever return 
to that jaded state where these essential 
pleasures once again become under-ap-
preciated? It's hard to imagine that it 
could, but human nature being what it is, 
who knows?

One thing's for sure, as the restrictions 
continue to be lifted – and more of that 
is on the way – a spirit of celebration will 

underlie our day-to-day goings on as we 
once again take up those cherished activ-
ities and finally feel at ease when it comes 
to all of us getting back together again.

Of course, we still need to exercise cau-
tion. Keep wearing those masks and prac-
tice social distancing whenever it is called 
for. And yes, go get yourself vaccinated 
if you can. It's the biggest game in town 
right now, and well worth playing.

Continued on page 11
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

EUROPEAN CAPITALS

ACROSS

1. RPM gauge

5. Have a bawl

8. "Neutral" capital

12. Paella pot

13. Mend, healthwise

14. Deadly snake of southeastern Asia

15. Multicolored horse

16. Estimator's phrase (2 words)

17. "The Addams Family" manservant

18. Northernmost European capital

20. One of British Isles

21. EUR, pl.

22. Ensign, for short

23. Pieces of glass, e.g.

26. Vacuum cleaner alternative

30. "____ the land of the free..."

31. Oxygenate, as in lawn

34. Insane, in Spain

35. Just harvested, e.g.

37. A in IPA

38. Church song

39. Tiny amount

40. Military marksman

42. Fake tooth

43. Devoid of liquid

45. Jet setters' vessels

47. Address abbreviation

48. Sports stadium

50. Japan's highest mountain

52. Capital that hosts Nobel Prizes

56. Sophia ____, Italian actress

57. Genesis twin

58. Curved molding

59. Tequila source

60. Non-permanent office worker

61. Like dental surgery

62. Capital on a fjord

63. Possesses

64. Big top

DOWN

1. Unit of pressure named after Torri-

celli

2. Post sun-bathing relief

3. Wallace & Gromit modeling material

4. Desire

5. Aussie gas station

6. Desert wanderer's hope

7. Alexander Alexandrovich ____, Rus-

sian poet

8. Also the capital of European Union

9. James ____ Jones

10. Paddy grain

11. To the ____ degree

13. Like voice after a pep rally

14. "A Fish Called Wanda" actor Kevin

19. Judea, alt. sp.

22. Mama sheep

23. Bulgarian capital and actress Verga-

ra's given name

24. Long-necked bird

25. Rocky ridge

26. Pas

27. Hunt illegally

28. Audienceís approval

29. Frolics

32. "Atlas Shrugged" author Ayn

33. Cassius Clay

36. Balkan capital and 1984 Olympics 

location

38. Practical joke

40. Canine command

41. Eyeball washing vessel

44. Offer two cents

46. Collusion

48. Away from harbor (2 words)

49. Drifts

50. *London was famous for these pea 

soup particulars

51. Russian mountain chain

52. Comedian Rogan

53. Shrek, e.g.

54. Not fatty

55. Patty ____

56. ____ Tzu

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

FUN & GAMES

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week
1. More than 1,000 different languages are spoken on the continent of Africa.

2. Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds, while dogs only have about ten.

Ms. Cam’s

#778Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What National 
League baseball team’s 
cap did Billy Crystal 
wear in the movie City 
Slickers?

2.  Which Boston 
Bruins player drew a 
15-game suspension 
in 2013 for aggression 
against Brooks Orpik?

3.  What is the capital 
of Bangladesh?

4.  What was the first 
cooking show on tele-
vision, hosted by James 
Beard?

5.  What does Jane's 
Addiction's Dave 
Navarro call his two 
Marshal amplifiers?

6.  In what year did 
Abraham Lincoln 

proclaim a national 
Thanksgiving Day?

7.  Rihanna banned 
fans from bringing 
what items to her U.K. 
concerts in 2008?

8.  What city was built 
entirely upon a series of 
canals?

9.  What spice helps 
with nausea and motion 
sickness?

10.  What birds protect 
the kingdom from the 
Tower of London?

11.  What SNL regular 
was murdered by his 
wife?

12.  What do you need 
to play a game of "craps"?

Answers on page 15

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle: Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:
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Survey highlights impact of
Meals on Wheels during COVID

By Nathan Lamb

Meals on Wheels helps older 
adults live independently, and it 
also reduces food insecurity and 
isolation, according to a recent 
survey conducted by Somer-
ville-Cambridge Elder Services 
(SCES).

Out of more than 250 survey 
respondents, 87 percent said 
the meals help them live inde-
pendently. 

More than 70 percent of re-
spondents said Meals on Wheels 
is their main meal of the day. 
Nearly half said they would have 
a food shortage without it.  

Half of the respondents indi-
cated they live alone, with no one 
to check on them but their driv-
er. Roughly two-thirds said their 
driver makes them feel less lonely.

“Isolation and food security 
have been major challenges for 
many older adults during the 

pandemic, and it is really heart-
ening to hear we are making 
a difference there,” said SCES 
Nutrition Direction Meghan 
Ostrander. 

The Meals on Wheels survey 
is conducted annually to help 
measure the impact and quality 
of services. 

SCES Meals on Wheels de-
livers roughly 1,000 meals per 
day during the week. Ostrander 
added that demand temporarily 
jumped by more than 20 percent 
last spring, as things shut down 
because of the pandemic. 

“We had a lot of calls last spring 
from people with critical and 
desperate need,” said Ostrander. 
“It was the main food source for 
these people who were trying to 
shelter in place and avoid crowd-
ed spaces.” 

Ostrander also thanked the 
Meals on Wheels drivers for 
their reliability and resilience 

during the pandemic. 
“The drivers have been really 

amazing,” said Ostrander. “They 
were out there delivering meals 
for 30 or 40 people each day, and 
these survey responses really high-
light how essential their work is.”

Other key findings from the 
survey include:  

Meals on Wheels supports 
health

• 78 percent said the meals im-
prove their health

• 78 percent said the meals 
help them eat healthier 

• 78 percent said the meals help 
them maintain a healthy weight 

• 85 percent said the meals 
make them feel better

Client satisfaction
• 87 percent said they would 

recommend the meals to a friend. 
• 90 percent said the experi-

ence with their driver was excel-
lent or good.

SCES Meals on Wheels is open 

to residents of Cambridge and 
Somerville who are age 60 or over. 
Meals on Wheels is also available 
for client spouses or dependents 
with disabilities who may be un-
der 60. There is no charge, but a 
voluntary donation is requested to 
help support the program.
_________________________

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Ser-

vices (SCES) is a non-profit agen-
cy that supports the independence 
and well-being of older adults in 
Somerville and Cambridge. For 
free advice and guidance on ques-
tions of aging, caregiving or dis-
ability, contact our Aging Infor-
mation Center at 617-628-2601, 
email info@eldercare.org, or visit 
our website eldercare.org.

Meals on Wheels Driver Martha Crowley packs meals for morning delivery at 
Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services.

Executive Director of Union 
Square Main Streets, the non-
profit who produces the market. 
“This year is no exception as we 
invite the community to join in 
the street to patronize their fa-
vorite local food producers in a 
new set up that doesn’t conflict 
with beloved, local restaurants 
recovering from severe pandem-
ic impacts. It’s exciting that cus-
tomers can return to safe Satur-
day open-air outings in Union: 
shop, then brunch or lunch 
throughout the Square.”

The Union Square Farm-
ers Market is a destination for 
award-winning chefs, scores of 
neighbors near and far, and cus-
tomers vulnerable to food inse-
curity, making it a deep source 

of community pride. The market 
is also a critical marketplace for 
some 30 local farms and food 
producers including Somer-
ville businesses such as Tasting 
Counter, Deano’s Pasta, Hooked 
Fish Shop, Mahalab Bakery, 
and Foundation Kitchen’s Bagel 
Guild. These elements in particu-
lar resonate with the 2021 Union 
Square Farmers Market Season 
Sponsor, Boynton Yards, a DLJ 
and Leggat McCall Project.

“The Union Square Farmers 
Market is both a meaningful 
and essential service for the res-
idents of Somerville during this 
time of optimism for the com-
munity, and the Boynton Yards 
team is humbled to support this 
effort again this year,” said John 

Fenton, development managing 
partner of DLJ Real Estate Cap-
ital Partners. “The perseverance 
of Union Square Main Streets 
to move forward with the mar-
ket in a timely and responsible 
manner speaks volumes about 
their work and commitment to 
the City of Somerville.”

The market also plays a crit-
ical role in Somerville’s food 
security system, having provid-
ed SNAP (Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program) 
customers with a match since 
its creation in 2005. Through 
a partnership with City of 
Somerville and the Somer-
ville Farmers Market Coali-
tion (in collaboration with 
Shape Up Somerville, Mass 

Farmers Markets, and Somer-
ville Winter Farmers Market), 
the SNAP match has now in-
creased to a dollar-for-dollar 
match up to $15 per market. 
This increase is thanks to the 
Somerville Community De-
velopment Block Grant, which 
establishes a city-wide SNAP 
match for the first time.

This year’s market again em-
phasizes friendly safety over 
friendly gathering. Shoppers are 
asked to keep it clean and keep it 
quick by making selections as ef-
ficiently as possible, maintaining 
social distancing, and following 
public health mandates, includ-
ing masks which must be worn 
at all times.

While emphasis has shifted 

from gathering to safety, the in-
trinsic link between the Union 
Square Farmers Market and 
Somerville’s local economy has 
not. Shoppers should share 
pride supporting independent 
food producers in convenient 
proximity to nearby Square 
businesses who keep infinite 
hope in Union.

The Union Square Farm-
ers Market is made possible 
for a second year thanks to 
generous support from Boyn-
ton–Yards, a DLJ and Leggat 
McCall Project, its 2021 Sea-
son Sponsor; a Somerville 
Community Development 
Block Grant; and donors who 
contribute to help make the 
SNAP Match possible.

Dance in the Street at the Union Square Farmers Market   CONT. FROM PG 1

The Somerville milk bottle collection   CONT. FROM PG 5

“Billy” Bloomberg (the father of 
Michael Bloomberg, the mayor 
of New York City from 2002-
2013). Brian Cohen’s father 
Harold (the future owner of the 
Somerville Lumber chain) re-
turned from business school at 
Indiana University and learned 
that Billy Bloomberg was giving 
away inside information to Na-
tional Dairy. After a heated ar-
gument, Harold punched Billy 
in the nose. Michael Bloomberg, 
who was 13 at the time, remem-
bers that his blessing had to be 
postponed, since his father had 

a black eye.
• In 1932 the Boston Globe re-

ported on the robbery of 65-year-
old Joseph Herlihy, the treasurer 
of the Herlihy Bros. Dairy. The 
robbery occurred while Herli-
hy, a partner for 40 years in the 
business, was driving through 
Charlestown on his way to make 
a deposit at a branch of the First 
National Bank of Boston.

Four assailants had trailed 
Herlihy from the Somerville 
plant and waited until he was 
blocked by traffic. When the rob-
bers entered his car, Herlihy re-

fused to hand over a leather bag 
and engaged in a furious struggle 
with one of the armed robbers, 
John E. “Muggsy” Morris. Her-
lihy managed to wrest a pistol 
from the robber, but not before 
a shot from the gun wounded a 
17-year-old spectator.

While Morris was struggling 
with Herlihy, another robber 
removed a black leather bag 
from the other side of the car, 
containing $1,500 in cash and 
$500 in checks. This robber 
and two accomplices escaped 
on foot, abandoning their car, 

which was reported stolen an 
hour later. When the men first 
accosted Herlihy, one stepped 
into the car and said, “How do 
you do, Mr. Herlihy?” As Herli-
hy asked, “Who do you happen 
to be?” the holdup man pressed 
a .45-calibre pistol against Her-
lihy’s side and struck him a 
heavy blow on the mouth. Her-
lihy grabbed the gun away from 
the robber as a shot was fired, 
accidentally grazing the leg of a 
startled bystander. 

As a small crowd began to 
gather, Muggsy Morris tried to 

escape but was brought to the 
ground with a flying tackle by 
Robert Bradley, an auto mechan-
ic who worked nearby. Thomas 
Herlihy, Joseph’s son, had seen 
the holdup men’s car following 
his father leaving the dairy, so 
he followed and he reached the 
scene of the crime just as it was 
occurring. He assisted in hold-
ing Morris until Traffic Officer 
William Sheehan arrived and 
placed Morris under arrest. Jo-
seph Herlihy said, “If I was 25 
instead of 65, I could have done 
a better job than I did today.”

Want to write local Somerville stories? Call 857-488-5138 and speak to the Assignment Editor
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Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as 
Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) proposes to collocate wireless 
communications antennas at a centerline height of 47.5 feet on an 
overall 50-foot building at the approx. vicinity of 153 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, Middlesex County, MA  02143. Public comments regarding 
potential effects from this site on historic properties may be submitted 
within 30 days from the date of this publication to: Trileaf Corp, Amber, 
a.plummer@trileaf.com, 8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 301, Towson, MD 
21286, 410-853-7128 ext.909.

5/12/21 The Somerville Times

SOMERVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING

THE SOMERVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE WILL CONDUCT 
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT’S FY2022 BUDGET

Wednesday, May 12, 2021, AT 6:00 P.M.
Via the GoToWebinar Online Meeting Platform

Please use this updated web address  to join the Budget Hearing:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2820603981813791246

THE PUBLIC IS CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND

Andre Green, Chair  Ilana Krepchin, Chair Mary Skipper
Somerville School Committee  Finance and Facilities Subcommittee  Superintendent of Schools

For questions regarding the Budget Hearing, please contact your School Committee Ward Member:
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/somerville-school-committee

Budget information will be posted on the Somerville Public School website prior to the Budget hearing here:
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/central-administration/finance-and-facilities

4/28/21, 5/5/21, 5/12/21 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

May 12, 2021
City of Somerville
93 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02143

On or about May 20, 2021 the City of Somerville will submit a re-
quest to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
for the release of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, as amended, to undertake projects under the Neighborhood 
Infrastructure Program which seeks to enhance and improve the 
urban environment. The project will focus on making infrastructure, 
streetscape, and multi-modal safety improvements including traffic 
calming, ADA improvements, and utility improvements in under-
served and income eligible areas. Target areas for the project in-
clude East Somerville, Union Square and Central Broadway. Activi-
ties will include streetscape and infrastructure investments that will 
improve pedestrian and multi-modal safety and provide equitable 
access to transit. The City will seek opportunities to invest in utility 
improvements, when and if needed. Approximately 375,000 dollars 
CDBG funds are allocated for the activities.

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD reg-
ulations at 24 CFR Part 58 from the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) requirements. Site specific reviews will be completed 
for those laws and authorities not included under this program 
notice when addresses become known. An Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for 
this program is on file at the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning 
and Community Development, City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave, 
Somerville, MA and may be reviewed via request to ospcd@somer-
villema.gov Due to COVID restrictions the offices are closed for in 
person requests.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the 
ERR to the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community De-
velopment. All comments received by May 19, 2021 will be considered 
by the City of Somerville prior to authorizing submission of a request 
for release of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The City of Somerville certifies to HUD that Joseph Curtatone in his 
capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation 
to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and al-
lows the City of Somerville to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to its release of funds and the City of 
Somerville’s certification for a period of fifteen days following its ac-
tual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one 
of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the 
Certifying Officer of the City of Somerville; (b) the City has omitted a 
step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regula-
tions at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in 
the project have committed funds or incurred costs not authorized 
by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or 
(d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be pre-
pared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to HUD Office of Community 
Planning and Development at Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Federal Building 
10 Causeway Street, 5th Floor Boston, MA 02222-1092 or via email: 
CPD_COVID-19OEE-BOS@hud.gov Potential objectors should con-
tact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor of the City of Somerville

5/12/21 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

May 12, 2021
City of Somerville
93 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02143

On or about May 20, 2021 the City of Somerville will submit a re-
quest to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
for the release of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, as amended, and the HOME Investment Partnerships Pro-
gram (HOME) authorized by Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Act (NAHA) of 1990, as amended, to undertake a 
project known as the Housing Preservation and Rehabilitation Pro-
gram, for the purpose of assisting low income households that will 
participate in the 100 Homes Program, The program acquires and 
rehabilitates properties across a wide range of size and type. The 
City of Somerville will also continue to operate its traditional hous-
ing rehab program which is available to low and moderate income 
residents across the city to access funds to address code violations 
and critical rehabilitation needs. The program also specifically tar-
gets seniors who are in need of assistance with heating system re-
placements. Individual reviews will be conducted and available for 
review as addresses are identified. Approximately 650,000 dollars of 
CDBG will be utilized for these activities.

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regu-
lations at 24 CFR Part 58 from the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) requirements. Additional environmental factors will be re-
viewed as project sites are identified. An Environmental Review Re-
cord (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for this 
project is on file at the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Com-
munity Development, City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave, Somerville, 
MA and may be reviewed via request to ospcd@somervillema.gov Due 
to COVID restrictions the offices are closed for in person requests.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the 
ERR to the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community De-
velopment. All comments received by May 19, 2021 will be considered 
by the City of Somerville prior to authorizing submission of a request 
for release of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The City of Somerville certifies to HUD that Joseph Curtatone in his 
capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation 
to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and al-
lows the City of Somerville to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to its release of funds and the City of 
Somerville’s certification for a period of fifteen days following its ac-
tual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one 
of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the 
Certifying Officer of the City of Somerville; (b) the City has omitted a 
step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regula-
tions at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in 
the project have committed funds or incurred costs not authorized 
by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or 
(d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be pre-
pared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to HUD Office of Community 
Planning and Development at Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Federal Building 
10 Causeway Street, 5th Floor Boston, MA 02222-1092 or via email: 
CPD_COVID-19OEE-BOS@hud.gov Potential objectors should con-
tact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor of the City of Somerville

5/12/21 The Somerville Times

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by  18 Irving Street, LLC to CSLF Alamosa, LLC, dated 
February 15, 2019 and recorded with the Middlesex County (Southern 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 72248, Page 363, as assigned to 
SGIA Residential Bridge Loan Venture V LP dated July 22, 2020 and 
recorded with the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds in Book 75181, 
Page 413, and as assigned to Commonwealth Real Estate Holdings, 
LLC dated March 5, 2021 and recorded with Middlesex Registry of 
Deeds in Book 77147, Page 397, of which mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder , for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing same will be sold at public auction at 
10:00AM, on May 27, 2021 on the mortgaged premises being known as 
18 Irving Street, Somerville, Massachusetts, being all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage to wit:

The land with the buildings thereon situated in Somerville, Middle-
sex, Massachusetts being numbered 18 on the present numbering of 
Irving Street and being Lot 74 on a plan entitled "Plan of Land in Som-
merville, Massachusetts belonging to Jesse Simpson, March 6, 1872, 
Wm. S. Barbour and A. Hodges C.E." Recorded in Middlesex South 
District Deeds, Books of Plans 21, Plan 44, and being more particularly 
bounded and described as follows:

SOUTHEASTERLY: on said Street, fifty (50) feet;
SOUTHWESTERLY: on Lot 75 on said plan, ninety (90) feet;
NORTHWESTERLY: on Lot 90 on said plan, fifty (50) feet; and
NORTHEASTERLY;  on Lot 73 on said plan, ninety (90) feet.

Containing four thousand five hundred (4,500) square feet.

For Grantor's title see deed recorded with said Middlesex South Dis-
trict Registry of Deeds in Book 71268, Page 124.

Being the same premises as conveyed to the mortgagor by deed of 
18 Irving Street, LLC, dated June 25, 2018, recorded with Middlesex 
County (Southern District) Registry of Deeds, Book 71288 , Page 124 .

The premises will be sold subject to and/or with the benefit of any 
and all restrictions, easements, improvements, covenants, municipal 
or zoning regulations or requirements, outstanding tax titles, condo-
minium charges, fees, or assessments, municipal or other public or 
governmental taxes, assessments, outstanding orders of condition or 
any municipal requirements, and any liens or claims in the nature of 
liens, and existing encumbrances of record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, and the rights of tenants and occupants of the 
premises, if any there be. No representation is made as to the status 
of any improvements on the mortgaged premises and the Buyer pur-
chases subject to all requirements related thereto. 

The premises are being sold with the express acknowledgment that 
the Mortgagee makes no representation or warranty as to the pres-
ence or absence to any wetlands or environmental issue at all, or 
related to the septic or well systems, if any, or as to any contami-
nants or other substances, as noted under M.G.L. C21E or any other 
Massachusetts Statute, Code or Regulation does exist, the correction 
thereof will be at the Buyer's sole cost and expense, and shall be 
separate from the purchase price. The Buyer shall indemnify and hold 
harmless the Mortgagee from any and all costs, expenses or liability 
related to any of the aforesaid.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of $25,000.00 DOLLARS shall be paid by the successful bid-
der to the Mortgagee in cash, by certified or by cashier's check at 
the time and place of the sale as a deposit. The successful bidder will 
be required to execute an Auction Sale Agreement immediately after 
the close of the bidding. The balance of the purchase price shall be 
paid in cash, by certified check, by cashier's check, or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee's attorney within thirty (30) days thereafter 
at the offices of BARSH AND COHEN, P.C., Attorneys for the Mort-
gagee, 189 Wells Avenue, Newton, Massachusetts, in exchange for 
which and at such time and place, the deed shall be delivered to the 
purchaser for recording.

The Mortgagee reserves the right to amend the foregoing terms of 
sale by written or oral announcement made before the auction sale, 
during the sale thereof or at the commencement of or during any post-
poned sale, the right to bid at the sale, to reject any and all bids, and 
to postpone the sale up until the time the property is declared sold by 
the auctioneer.

The description of the premises contained in said mortgage shall con-
trol in the event of an error in the Notice of Mortgagee's Sale or its 
publication.

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT THE TIME AND PLACE OF 
THE SALE.

Dated: April 28, 2021 Signed: Commonwealth Real 
 Estate Holdings, LLC

 Present Holder of said Mortgage

 By its Attorneys,
 Barsh and Cohen, P.C.

 Neil S. Cohen, Esquire
 Attorney for the Mortgagee
 189 Wells Avenue
 Newton, Massachusetts 02459
 (617) 332-4700

4/28/21, 5/5/21, 5/12/21 The Somerville Times
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

May 12, 2021
City of Somerville
93 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02143

On or about May 20, 2021 the City of Somerville will submit a request 
to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the 
release of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds un-
der Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as 
amended, to undertake projects under the Green Infrastructure and 
Urban Forestry Program which seeks to enhance and improve the 
urban environment. Target areas for the project include East Somer-
ville, Union Square and Central Broadway, Inner Belt/Brick Bottom 
and Hillside neighborhoods. Activities will include tree planting and 
tree maintenance efforts in low to moderate income census tracts 
across the city. Approximately 80,000 dollars of CDBG funds will be 
used for these activities.

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD reg-
ulations at 24 CFR Part 58 from the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) requirements. Site specific reviews will be completed 
for those laws and authorities not included under this program 
notice when addresses become known. An Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for 
this program is on file at the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning 
and Community Development, City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave, 
Somerville, MA and may be and may be reviewed via request to 
ospcd@somervillema.gov. Due to COVID restrictions the offices are 
closed for in person requests.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the 
ERR to the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community De-
velopment. All comments received by May 19, 2021 will be considered 
by the City of Somerville prior to authorizing submission of a request 
for release of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The City of Somerville certifies to HUD that Joseph Curtatone in his 
capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation 
to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and al-
lows the City of Somerville to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to its release of funds and the City of 
Somerville’s certification for a period of fifteen days following its actual 
receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the 
following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying 
Officer of the City of Somerville; (b) the City has omitted a step or failed 
to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
Part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the project have 
committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 be-
fore approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agen-
cy acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding 
that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental 
quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with 
the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to HUD 
Office of Community Planning and Development at Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Federal Building 10 Causeway Street, 5th Floor Boston, MA 02222-1092 
or via email: CPD_COVID-19OEE-BOS@hud.gov Potential objectors 
should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor of the City of Somerville
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

May 12, 2021
City of Somerville
93 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02143

On or about May 20, 2021 the City of Somerville will submit a request 
to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the 
release of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds un-
der Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 
as amended, to undertake projects under the Parks and Open Space 
Program which seek to create suitable living environments by provid-
ing accessibility to much needed public recreational and green space 
in the densely populated low and moderate income neighborhoods in 
the city. Target areas for this year may include Union Square, Inner 
Belt/Brick Bottom and Hillside neighborhoods. The City will focus on 
renovating and expanding existing open spaces that are underutilized 
or inaccessible. Approximately 425,000 of CDBG funds will be utilized 
for these activities.

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regu-
lations at 24 CFR Part 58 from the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) requirements. Site specific reviews will be completed for 
those laws and authorities not included under this program notice 
when addresses become known. An Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for this pro-
gram is on file at the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Commu-
nity Development, City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
and may be reviewed via request to ospcd@somervillema.gov Due 
to COVID restrictions the offices are closed for in person requests.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the 
ERR to the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community De-
velopment. All comments received by May 19, 2021 will be considered 
by the City of Somerville prior to authorizing submission of a request 
for release of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The City of Somerville certifies to HUD that Joseph Curtatone in his 
capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation 
to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and al-
lows the City of Somerville to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to its release of funds and the City of 
Somerville’s certification for a period of fifteen days following its actual 
receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the 
following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying 
Officer of the City of Somerville; (b) the City has omitted a step or failed 
to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
Part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the project have 
committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 be-
fore approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agen-
cy acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding 
that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental 
quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with 
the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to HUD 
Office of Community Planning and Development at Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Federal Building 10 Causeway Street, 5th Floor Boston, MA 02222-1092 
or via email: CPD_COVID-19OEE-BOS@hud.gov Potential objectors 
should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor of the City of Somerville

5/12/21 The Somerville Times

Multilingual assistance is available. Ap-
plications are due Wednesday, May 26. 
For more information, including appli-
cation instructions, virtual event links, 
and the Cooling Strategies Toolkit, vis-
it somerville-ma.gov/keepcool.

*************************
CHA Somerville Hospital offers free 
testing at Assembly Row. To make an 
appointment, call 617-665-2928 (Mon-
Fri, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.). The mobile 
COVID-19 testing unit offers testing 
for all in our neighborhoods. To make a 
mobile appointment, call 617-682-0583. 
Mobile testing schedules, as they be-
come available, and more testing infor-
mation can be found at somer-villema.
gov/covidtesting. The state’s Stop the 
Spread testing sites are also an option, 
including in the nearby communities of 

Chelsea and Everett. For more informa-
tion, visit the state’s web-site: https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/find-a-
covid-19-test.

*************************
Applications are now available for 
Somerville youth 14 and up to apply for 
the Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program. Ap-
plications will be accepted through Fri-
day, May 14. Employment opportunities 
are available in the Parks and Recreation 
Department, Department of Public 
Works, and other city departments. 
Some positions can be done remotely or 
in a hybrid of remote and in-person work. 
Youth who are hired can expect to work 
20 hours for approximately six weeks 
starting in late June or early July. All 
positions pay the city’s living wage rate, 
which is currently at $15.46 per hour. 

Youth who would like to apply can do so 
by visiting http://bit.ly/SomerJobs2021. 
Interviews will be held on a rolling basis 
upon receipt of applications.

*************************
Hate incidents impact victims as well 
as the community. In an effort to make 
reporting hate incidents easier for the 
residents of Somerville, you may now 
report them using an online form. Visit 
the Somerville Police website under the 
Home tab and submit your Hate Incident 
report: www.somervillepd.com/home/.

*************************
If you need assistance accessing food, 
there are several resources available to 
you locally. Visit the COVID-19 Help 
page at https://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/covid-19-help-food-hous-
ing-and-financial-assistance to learn 

more. There you will find a chart that 
includes local food pantry schedules, 
contact information, languages spoken 
at the food pantry, and whether or not 
you need to bring ID.

*************************
Reminder: city buildings are still closed 
to the public. Although city buildings re-
main closed to the public, a number of 
city services are still available online or 
by calling 311. Check the “City Service 
Status” tab on the city's COVID-19 
page for more information.

*************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our 
paper, go directly online to our website 
over to the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7

Mary Cassesso, fourth 
candidate for mayor 

of Somerville

Mary Cassesso of CHA has announced her run 
for Somerville mayor. Cassesso took out nomina-
tion papers on Monday as a candidate for mayor of 
Somerville.

Stop by Ricky's Flowers

Ricky's Flowers Market, 238 Washington St., 
Somerville, is open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
They have a new variety of plants this week. Stop 
by and visit them.    — Doug Holder

NOTICE:
Free: Sofa, seats 3,

off white in pristine condition.
If interested call Paul 781-396-9350.
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

I wish Covid-19 had started in Las Vegas,
because what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.

On This Day in History
May 12

0254 – St. Stephen I begins his reign as Catholic Pope.

1780 – Charleston, South Carolina falls to British forces.

1865 – The last land battle of the Civil war occurs at Palmito Ranch, Texas. 
It is a Confederate victory.

1926 – The Airship Norge becomes the first vessel to fly over the North Pole.

1932 – The body of Charles Lindbergh's baby is found.

1935 – Alcoholics Anonymous is founded in Akron, Ohio

1940 – The Nazi conquest of France begins with the crossing Musee River.

1943 – Axis forces in North Africa surrender.

1949 – The Berlin Blockade ends.

1969 – Viet Cong sappers try unsuccessfully to overrun Landing Zone Snoopy 
in Vietnam.

S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
UPCOMING EVENTS

Ageless Grace Program – various dates – Ageless 
Grace is a fitness and wellness program consisting 
of 21 simple exercise tools designed for all ages 
and abilities. These exercises, based on everyday 
movements, focus on the healthy longevity of 
the body and mind. Classes are held bi-monthly 
in English and bi-monthly in Spanish via Zoom. 
Please contact Chris at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315 
or email ckowaleski@somervillema.gov with any 
questions or for additional information.

Virtual Wang Theatre Tour – Thursday, May 13 
starting at 1:00 p.m. - Join Scott Towers as he 
takes us on a never before seen tour of the Wang 
Theatre. The Boch Center Wang Theatre is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places and has 
been one of the premier theatrical destinations 
in Boston since opening in 1925. Learn about 
the theatre’s architectural highlights and unique 
history – from its hotel roots and glamorous days 
as a movie “cathedral”, to today’s role as an 
impressive venue for performances and events. 
Visit the same dressing rooms and hallways once 
walked by entertainers like Ella Fitzgerald, Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, Queen, Elton John, Lady Gaga, Liza 
Minnelli and more! Your experience will include a 
live walkthrough of the theatre as well as his-
toric images and prerecorded content. Tour will 
take place via Zoom. Please RSVP to Maureen by 
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email her at 
MBastardi@Somervillema.gov. Space is limited.

Music & Munch – Wednesday, May 19 at noon-
time.  Why not pair your lunch with a celebration 
of music? This 45-minute session via Zoom will 
treat you to a playlist of diverse musical offerings: 
a little jazz, some "oldies but goodies," a smid-
gen of classical, a dip into barbershop, a trip to 
Broadway. The music is taped but the experience 
is live. Your guide is Somerville Resident, Laura 
Zoll, trained as a medieval musicologist and with 
a life-long love of all things musical. Your prefer-
ences will help shape the session. Learn a little, 
sing-along, relax and enjoy some Music while you 
Munch. RSVP to Debby Higgins, Outreach Coor-
dinator at dhiggins@somervillema.gov or 617-
625-6600 ext. 2321. You will then receive your 
email invitation to join the program via ZOOM.

Music & Movement – Wednesday, May 19 at 
10:30. Join Steve as he plays guitar, sings and 
leads gentle movements. Just tapping your toe 
or singing along can help move your body in 
new ways. Being physically active is not just 
good for our bodies, but it is also one of Mental 

Health America’s 10 tools to building resiliency; 
or the ability to overcome obstacles and manage 
through tough times. Physical activity can im-
prove sleep, increase energy, decrease some kinds 
of pain, boast our immune systems and lower the 
risk for stroke and some cancers. It also helps to 
reduce our anxiety, depression, stress and tension. 
Join Steve as he shows us that exercise can come 
in all different forms and movements. Please 
RSVP to Debby Higgins, Outreach Coordinator at 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov or 617-625-6600 ext. 
2321. You will then receive your email invitation 
to join the program via ZOOM.

Senior Lunch Box Pick Up – Thursday, May 20 
beginning at 10:30 am. Ralph & Jenny Senior 
Center, 9 New Washington Street. While we 
aren’t able to share lunch together we hope you 
can stop by for this fun treat! RSVP is a must; 
spaces are limited. To enjoy a box lunch call Con-
nie at 617-625-6600 ext. 2319. Masks required.

Zoom Book Club – Friday, May 21 at 10:00 a.m. 
- Do you love books and want to discuss your love 
of reading with others? Consider joining book 
club. The book that we will be discussing is: Rive-
ra Gold by Laurie R. King. Please contact Natasha 
at either 617-625-6600 ext. 2317 or e-mail her at 
NNaim@Somervillema.gov for the Zoom link or 
to ask any questions. 

Caregiver Check-In – Tuesday, May 25 at 11:30 
a.m. - Are you a caregiver for a loved one and 
want to connect with other caregivers? Would 
you like to discuss the joys and challenges of 
caregiving? The Somerville Council on Aging is 
hosting a monthly check-in via Zoom for care-
givers. Please contact Natasha by either called 
617-625-6600 ext. 2317 or e-mail Natasha at 
NNaim@Somervillema.gov. 

ONGOING EVENTS

Taxi Rides - Do you need a ride? The COA has 
a program just for you. Taxi Rides for Somerville 
Residents 60 and Over Rides can be used for: 
Grocery Shopping in Somerville Pharmacy Pre-
scription pick up in Somerville, Routine Medical 
Appointments in the follow areas: Somerville, 
Cambridge, Medford, Boston or the V.A. in Ja-
maica Plain or West Roxbury. Two Days Advanced 
Notice Required. For more info, please call Connie 
Lorenti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Friendly Caller Program - Looking for a way to 
practice social distancing but still remain con-
nected to other people? Look no further than 
the Somerville Council on Aging's Friendly Phone 
Caller program. We have many wonderful volun-

teers who are waiting to give you a call. Whether 
you are looking to make a new friend or would 
just like a friendly chat to look forward to every 
week, this program has you covered. Call Natasha 
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn more about 
the program and to sign up.

EXERCISE

Exercise Schedule

Mondays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

Thursdays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise 

Thursdays 6:30 p.m. = LBT Fit-4-Life Zoom Exer-
cise

Somerville City Cable

RCN = 13/Comcast = 22

The Fit-4-Life Exercise Show = Daily at 11:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m.

Fit-4-Life YouTube

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video # 1: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=4hd26HjpwBI&t=68s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #2: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=QwHfyoEZaws&t=247s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=FcI2eBSS024&t=158s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #4: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7EDtaIdYSz0

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #5: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AAnwfwGybTI

Yoga YouTube

Yoga with Janine video #1: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=vDGF_EEbqF0&t=130s

Yoga with Janine video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6Zezcj9XXBU

For questions or to register for a Fit-4-Life Zoom 
exercise class, contact Chris at CKowaleski@somer-
villema.gov or call 617-625-6600, ext. 2315.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page - often up-
dated by Debby or Maureen. Informative, enter-
taining, lots of photos and updates. Visit our page 
at https://www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our 
monthly newsletter and daily tips please contact 
Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or 
email Maureen at MBastardi@Somervillema.gov. 
If you would like to become part of our Google 
Group please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at DHiggins@
Somervillema.gov
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled-it doesn't matter! Get 
free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 844-813-0213

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick 
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! 
Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! 
Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, 
and the dining is fantas-
tic. Walk out to the beach. 
3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolac-
tion@aol.com for more 
information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC 
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you 
have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours 
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
Call 1-855-917-4693

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 
#6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on diabetic 
supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters & more! To learn more, 
call now! 877-810-0063

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Espanol

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel! As low 
as $109.99/mo! 1-888-674-
1423

DEALING WITH WATER 
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No 
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH TV - $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 7/21/21. Call 1-877-
925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-964-1491

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 
1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call Today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as low 
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, 
terms apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and 
presented to manufacturers. 
Call 1-855-380-5976 for a Free 
Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consul-
tation.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether 
you're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-892-1017

STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/pennysaver

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick 
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 

Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full in-
stallation services. $0 down 
financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 
1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule 
FREE in-home assessment. 
1-844-334-8353 special fi-
nancing if qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. 
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & 
on demand titles. No con-
tract/commitment. 1-866-825-
6523

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires 
7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-pub-
lish your book. Free author 
submission kit! Limited 
offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1 
TB of data/mo. Ask how to 
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. 1-888-796-
8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
855-761-1725

Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 888-449-1713

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don't 
wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 866-409-0308

Never pay for covered home 
repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all 
major systems & appliances. 
30-day risk free. $200.00 off 
+ 2 free months! 1-866-395-
2490

Update your home with 
beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation. Top quality 

- Made in the USA. Free 
consultation: 877-212-7578. 
Ask about our specials!

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1 
TB of data/mo. Ask how to 
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. 1-888-796-
8850

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, most 
advanced debris-blocking 
protection. Schedule free 
estimate. 15% off Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 
#6258

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don't 
wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 866-409-0308

Directv Now. No Satellite. 
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & 
on demand titles. No con-
tract/commitment. 1-866-825-
6523

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Never pay for covered home 
repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all 
major systems & appliances. 
30-day risk free. $200.00 off 
+ 2 free months! 1-866-395-
2490

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires 
7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-pub-
lish your book. Free author 
submission kit! Limited 
offer! 866-951-7214

Hearing aids! Bogo free! 
High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. 
Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 833-
669-5806

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full in-
stallation services. $0 down 
financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 
1-855-270-3785

Donate your car to kids.Your 
donation helps fund the 
search for missing children. 
Accepting trucks, motorcy-
cles & RV’s too! Fast free 

pickup - running or not - 24 
hr response - maximum tax 
donation - Call (888) 515-
3813

Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 888-449-1713

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
855-761-1725

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule 
Free in-home assessment. 
1-844-334-8353 special fi-
nancing if qualified.

ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters & more! To learn more, 
call now!  877-810-0063

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, CO 80201

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply 
the readers with manuals, 
directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses 
at home. Under NO circum-
stance should you send any 
money in advance or give 
the client your checking, 
license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair compa-
ny does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to re-
quest any money before de-
livering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll 
free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

LLyricalyrical
SOMERVILLESOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

I caught up with Tova Speter recently. She told me 
about a fascinating project she is involved with that 
links words with art. As a poet, I found this fascinating, 
so I connected with her.

Tova Speter is an artist, art therapist, art educator, 
and arts consultant with roots in Somerville, now based 
at Gorse Mill Studios in Needham. The scope of her 
work ranges from the facilitation of art workshops to 
consultation with community organizations on ways to 
incorporate the arts into their programming, as well as 
the engagement of various groups in creating collabo-
rative murals. Tova also offers art therapy and mental 
health counseling services through her private practice 
and works as a practicing painter and installation artist. 
All of her work is based on her belief that engaging in 
art-making is inherently therapeutic and formative. In 
her own work she paints on scrap wood to highlight 
the often-overlooked beauty that will shine through 
when the time is taken to shift to a new perspective. In 
her work with others, she strives to provide “perspec-
tive-shifting” opportunities for individuals and groups 
to find the beauty, talent, and pride they may not yet 
be aware that they possess. Follow her on Instagram @
TovaSpeter and learn more at www.tovaspeter.com.

Doug Holder: Tell us about your Somerville connec-
tion, and how that supported or inspired your work?

Tova Speter: I rented my first art studio in Somer-
ville back in 2002 and was a Vernon Street artist for 15 
years. The art community I found in Somerville was, 
and continues to be, an important part of my work as 
an artist. I sold my first art in Somerville, participated 
in 20+ exhibits, facilitated 6 community mural proj-
ects in the city, and collaborated with countless other 
Somerville artists and community members. Needless 
to say, Somerville was the place where I truly devel-
oped as an artist and I will always feel connected to the 
community there.

DH: Having worked at McLean Hospital for many 
years, and running poetry workshops for patients, I was 
interested to find out you are an art therapist. Can you 
tell us a bit about art as a therapeutic tool?

TS: Of course! There are many ways that art can be 
utilized in therapy. In my practice, I believe that engag-
ing in artmaking is inherently therapeutic and I offer cli-
ents the opportunity to make art as part of our sessions. 
For some, the art offers grounding that enables clients 
to feel more at ease as they talk, for others it might be 
easier to talk about one's art than to talk about oneself, 
still others might enjoy the time to express themselves 
artistically or to create something that can be utilized 
as a coping tool. The prompts/artwork can also act as 
a metaphor for other things that might be able to be 
practiced being worked through using art materials, 
processed and reflected upon, and then reimagined. I 
offer a wide variety of media and encourage clients to 
explore, express, and reflect.

DH: You are all about working on art projects with 
many communities. You work with folks of all kinds of 
backgrounds and skills. Why were you drawn to this 
type of work in the arts.

TS: My first public mural over 20 years ago also be-
came the last mural I painted by myself after a 5-minute 
encounter with a Kindergartner. After he very briefly 
engaged in painting, I witnessed a striking shift not only 
in the way this 6-year-old saw himself but also in the 
way his peers saw him. Experiencing the power of art to 
offer space for positive change compelled me to dedicate 
my life to bringing creative (and often collaborative) art 
experiences to as many people as possible. You never 
know what 5-minute chance happening might alter the 
trajectory of your career!

DH: Has making art helped you in your own life? 
Was it a balm during a time of trouble? 

TS: I've always enjoyed art-making. Just having a stu-

dio space where I can go and be messy and leave out my 
supplies has been helpful as an escape. But I think I get 
the greatest personal benefit from the community art 
projects I facilitate. It feels like a gift every time I get to 
see a participant shift from feeling like they are "not an 
artist" to expressing that they are proud of something 
they created. And that fills me with positive energy that 
overrides any negative thoughts/feelings I may have 
been experiencing.

DH: Your latest project is "Translations: connected 
art reflecting empathy (c.a.r.e.)" Here you pair words 
and images in a chain of empathy. Instead of a chain as a 
burden, it brings people together in a positive way. Can 
you talk a bit about this?

TS: I love the metaphor you describe here; I hadn't 
thought about the positive/negative duality of the word 
"chains." The goal was to offer artists the opportunity to 
create individual art that was inspired by and would go 
on to inspire other artists despite being in isolation due 
to the pandemic. Though we couldn't make art togeth-
er, this was still a way to make art that was connected. 
Wanting it to be accessible to all artists (as well as those 
who hadn't previously considered themselves artists) I 
encouraged people to participate in the modality of their 
choosing. Amazingly, the essence of the prompt carried 
through translations of words, images, music, etc. which 
made the whole chain that much more impactful. While 
each individual link in the chain is a piece of art in and 
of itself, there is an energy and strength that is revealed 
when they are all experienced together. Art can connect 
us in ways we cannot explain, and art can overcome 6 
links of physical distance.

DH: As a poet, I am interested to ask you--if you have 
written poetry, or are involved with a community of 
writers? 

TS: I am not a writer, but I have been amazed at the 
poetry created when you read just the titles of the links 
in a chain. One of my favorites is:

Spread Hope and Positivity
In All Directions
At the Center
Hope
Connected
A delicate bridge

DH: How can we participate in this project? 
TS: All are welcome to participate in their preferred 

modality including completing a chain by "translating" 
someone else's artwork into a word/phrase. You can 
view the chains at https://www.tovaspeter.com/trans-
lations-care and scroll down to the orange button to 
sign up to participate. I have a goal to facilitate the cre-
ation of 19 chains as a way to continue to feel connected 
despite the impacts of Covid-19. Over 75 artists have 
already contributed to 13 chains that have already been 
completed and 6 more are currently underway and in 
need of some additional links. After signing up you will 
receive an email from me (might be within a few days 
or a few weeks) with a link to someone else's artwork to 
inspire you to create something which will then be sent 
on to inspire another artist in another modality.

Allie Hastings is a student at Endicott Col-
lege working toward her bachelor’s degree 
in English, with a concentration in Cre-
ative Writing and a minor in Communica-
tions. She values time spent with family and 
friends and appreciates all the blessings in 
her life. Her debut poetry and short story 
collection, Querencia, was selected in 2018 
to be featured in Endicott’s Young Writer 
Series, and her short story The Deceptive Nature of Love was printed 
in Teen Ink’s February 2018 issue. When she is not writing or reading, 
she enjoys listening to music, singing, playing the piano, doing yoga, 
and baking cupcakes.

Effloresce

April
Unwraps its silvery bow
And feather-dusts the world with
The promise of pink-toned
Hues.

May
Glitters iridescent blue
Fluttering on the wind, it carries
The hope of renewal upon angel-dipped
Wings.

June
Spreads a warmth through my toes
A dazzling honey-lemon nectar, and I sense
That the season of bountiful exuberance
Has arrived.

— Allie Hastings

Tova Speter and her
chain of empathy

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  The New York Mets

2.  Shawn Thornton

3.  Dhaka

4.  I Love To Eat

5.  Tangerine and Peach

6.  1863

7.  Umbrellas

8.  Venice

9.  Ginger

10.  Ravens

11.  Phil Hartman

12.  Dice

From page 8



16••MAY 12, 2021


