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PorchFest 2022 hits Somerville
porches this Saturday

New state zoning requirement for MBTA 
communities will affect Somerville

By Molly Rains

The Somerville Land Use Committee met on 
May 5 to continue their discussion of proposed 
amendments and future updates to the city’s 
zoning laws.

One area of discussion was the new multi-fam-
ily zoning requirement for MBTA Commu-
nities, part of the Economic Development Bill 
signed by Governor Baker in 2021. The require-
ment mandates that communities served by the 
MBTA update their zoning to allow at least one 
district of multi-family housing.

This district must be within a half-mile of an 
MBTA station, meet a minimum unit density 
of 15 units per square acre, and encourage fam-
ily-friendly housing by being “suitable for chil-
dren” and lacking age restrictions, according to 
the Massachusetts Office of Housing and Eco-
nomic Development.

As one of 175 MBTA Continued on page 4

The 2022 edition of Porchfest takes place this coming Saturday, May 14.

By Ryan DiLello

Somerville’s PorchFest returns this year on Sat-
urday, May 14, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. The event is 
“not a festival per se,” but an open invitation for 
artists to perform on local porches across the 
city. Artists also raise money for local charities. 
Each year, PorchFest raises thousands of dollars 
for local and global charities.

"We have a high number of bands who have 
registered. It should be a lot of fun,” said Grego-
ry Jenkins, Executive Director of the Somerville 
Arts Council. “I recommend that people stay out 
of the streets, no public consumption of alcohol. 
Go to our map (https://somervilleartscouncil.
org/porchfest/2022) and look for porta johns. 
Have an amazing time and be respectful of neigh-
bors. There is a ton of great music out there.”

Interested musicians can register through the 
Somerville Arts Council event page at https://
somervilleartscouncil.org/porchfest. The dead-
line is May 12.  See you out there!

The multi-family zoning demand for MBTA Communities requires communities served by the MBTA to 
update their zoning to allow at least one district of multi-family housing.                   — Photo by Bobbie Toner



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of May 11 – May 17 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Cloudy 55°/48° 7% 6%  NNE 12 mph

 May 11

 Thursday 
Partly Cloudy 67°/55° 13% 11%  ENE 9 mph

 May 12

 Friday 
Partly Cloudy 78°/62° 17% 14%  SSE 11 mph

 May 13

 Saturday 
Partly Cloudy 82°/62° 17% 13%  SW 15 mph

 May 14

 Sunday 
Partly Cloudy 75°/60° 26% 21%  SSW 14 mph

 May 15

 Monday 
Partly Cloudy 76°/60° 24% 19%  WSW 13 mph

 May 16

 Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 73°/55° 16% 12%  W 15 mph

 May 17

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
raised the COVID-19 Community Level for all of Middle-
sex County including Somerville to HIGH on Thursday eve-
ning, May 5. The city is strongly encouraging that high-quality 
masks be worn indoors in public while the CDC COVID-19 
Community Level remains high and that all persons ensure 
they are up to date on vaccination. Free KN95 masks provided 
to Somerville by the Commonwealth are being offered to resi-
dents at all city libraries and at City Hall. For more information 
visit https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/programs/
coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-resources

****************************
Love to play music? Registration is underway for bands and 
musical performers interested in participating in the Somer-
ville Arts Council’s PorchFest 2022 on Saturday, May 14. 
The deadline to register is Thursday, May 12. To register and 
learn more, visit: https://somervilleartscouncil.org/porchfest.

****************************
Farmer’s markets are back in Somerville. Union Square Main 
Streets kicks off the 18th season of the Union Square Farm-
ers Market in Somerville this Saturday, May 14, from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This season the market returns to its longtime 
location on the Union Square Plaza, and will be open rain or 
shine each Saturday through October 29. For more informa-
tion visit https://www.unionsquaremain.org/2022-fmseason. 
The East Somerville Farmers Market opens on Sunday, May 
15, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at 115 Broadway. Join them for fresh 
produce, bread, baked goods, mead and much more. More in-
formation is available at www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
market. The Davis Square Farmers Market is back with 
an expanded vendor roster that includes locally grown fruits 
and vegetables, farm-raised protein and cheese, mushrooms, 
baked goods, ready-to-eat meals, along with a host of other 
locally made products. Find the full vendor list here: https://
www.massfarmersmarkets.org/davis. The market takes place 
on Wednesdays and runs from May 18 to Continued on page 7
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Police respond to report of shots fired in 
Somerville

Tim K. says:

Unacceptable. This has been occuring in this area regularly. Meanwhile crickets from the mayor. 

What’s her plan?

Casimir H. Prohosky Jr. says:

I heard she’s planning on slapping a six-shooter on her hip and slowly sauntering down the middle 

of the streets of the city with a defiant scowl on her face.

Jing! Jing! Jing!

Response to: The Train

Ron Newman says:

The little stub end of track between Lowell and Cedar streets stayed active for many years after 

the rest of the rails were taken up and replaced by bike paths, Statue Park, and the Davis busway. 

I remember freight cars being dropped off at MaxPak (International Paper). If you walked up 

the tracks from Cedar Street, you had to climb a steep dirt path to an opening in the fence on the 

Lowell Street bridge.

Response to: Dedication of the Sullivan Brothers Memorial

Courtney O'Keefe says:

Absolutely beautiful! Congratulations to all involved.

Response to: Somerville Open Studios 2022 a success

Jesa Damora says:

Thanks, Ryan! Huge thank yous to Terry, the Board and all the volunteers. This year ‘s SOS was 

wonderful, and felt like a reawakening, despite all the anxieties in the world. <3 <3

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

 Follow us on Twitter
 @somervilletimes
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Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

In 1930 you could 
by four car tires for 
about $7. 

Gasoline was 26 
cents a gallon and 
Davis Square was a 
very successful retail 
destination.

I saw the picture 
of a newspaper circular advertising mer-
chandise from stores in Davis Square in 
1930. This is an account of some of those 
ads. Davis square boasted New England’s 
“fastest growing retail center.”

Davis Square Days was advertised as 
“an event planned for months by every 
merchant in Davis Square …. the biggest 
sales event in the history of Somerville.” 
The dates were May 23 and 24, 1930. 

Parke Snow advertised corsets for 
$1.49. Jack Horn’s men shop sold Arrow 
and Imperial shirts also at $1.49.

White Furniture Co. offered a 5-piece 
unfinished breakfast kitchen set for just 
$11.75. The Sirloin Store had steak for 
39 cents a pound. Joyce Brothers store 
featured women’s full fashion hose for 99 
cents. At the Somerset Shop you’d find 

Gordon’s super rayon bloomers for 59 
cents. Summerfields sold a 24-price silver 
set for $1.98. Wow, what a deal! 

At Enterprise, Somerville’s most com-
plete department store, you could pur-
chase Pequot sheets for $1.19. 

Bergman’s radio offered a Victor R22 
for $155. At The Excel Shoe Store, wom-
en’s novelty shoes cost $2.95 while Quin-
tons market had bantam corn at two for 
23 cents. 

If you needed women’s flat crepe slips 
for 57 cents, and Gorin’s sold sheets for 
88 cents. 

Corsets sold for $1.49 at Parke Snow 
and Betty Bright mops for 53 cents. 

The Kiddie Shoppe sold sweaters for 
88 cents. Summerfied’s had sturdy porch 
rockers at $2.68. Bokar coffee was fea-
tured at A&P. Joyce Brothers and compa-
ny featured men’s Shantano Broadcloth 
shirts for $1.85. After shopping, you 
could grab lunch at The Superior Cafete-
ria on Elm St. 

Somerville Trust Company and High-
land Trust were financial institutions in 
Davis Square back then. 

Parke Snow, Gorin’s and A &P are the 

stores still operating in the 60’s and 70’s. I 
still remember the smell of fresh ground 
coffee when you went to the A&P, and 
of course the concrete floors. I don’t re-
member too much about Parke Snow and 

Gorin’s except one of them had a shoe re-
pair service downstairs. 

And there you have it, the biggest sales 
event in Somerville’s history back when 
my dad was just 10 years old.

Davis Square Days 1930

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138

and speak to the Assignment Editor



Late night vehicle burglar thwarted
Somerville Police officers were 
dispatched to a Minnesota 
Ave. location last week on re-
ports of a person breaking into 
motor vehicles.

Police dispatch informed re-
sponding units that the suspect 
was walking up Minnesota Ave. 
heading towards Broadway and 
supplied a partial description.

As officers were arriving in 
the area and turning onto Min-
nesota Ave. from Broadway, 
they encountered the suspect, 
later identified as Christian 
Mercedes, who matched the 
provided description.

The officers immediately ex-
ited their cruiser to speak with 
Mercedes and asked him where 

he was coming from. He stated 
that he was walking down the 
street and when asked if he was 
in anyone’s yard, he stated that 
he was just urinating.

The officers noted that Mer-
cedes' pockets were all bulging as 
if items were stuffed into them.

Mercedes denied going into 
any vehicles and kept stating 
that he just wanted to go home. 
He said that he was coming from 
Davis Square, but he missed the 
last bus so he was walking home 
towards Everett.

During the interaction with 
Mercedes, police reportedly 
noted he was fidgety and kept 
moving around. Because of this, 
they placed him in handcuffs 

for officer safety and patted him 
down for any weapons. Due 
to his pockets being so bulgy, 
some items had to be removed 
from his pockets to properly 
clear them.

The reporting party stated that 
he was alerted via a camera app 
on his phone at approximately 
2:00 a.m. that there was some 
motion in his drive way. On 
camera, Mercedes was shown 
checking the door handle to his 
vehicle. He then reportedly left 
the reporting party's driveway 
and checked another vehicle's 
door handle. The reporting par-
ty looked out his window and 
watched what Mercedes was 
doing. He reportedly observed 

Mercedes walk in the general 
area of his house and then get 
into a black Dodge Ram pick-
up truck. He exited the vehicle 
a short time later. Mercedes 
then walked down Minnesota 
Ave. and went into a back yard 
under construction. He was 
then observed walking onto 
Pennsylvania Ave. and then 
returned to Minnesota Ave. 
heading towards Broadway.

Police then spoke with the 
owner of the pickup truck, 
who stated that his vehicle 
was parked in front of his 
house and it was unlocked. 
When officers alerted him 
that his vehicle was broken 
into and asked to check to see 

if anything was missing, he re-
alized that a check for $5,000 
was missing along with some 
losing scratch tickets.

Inside Mercedes' bulg-
ing pockets was the losing 
scratch tickets and the check 
for $5,000. Also in Mercedes' 
pockets were two coin purses 
with $11 in one and $31.54 in 
the other. Loose bills and coins 
totaling $197.25 along with 
eight pairs of headphones and 
a watch were also discovered.

Mercedes was subsequent-
ly placed under arrest on 
charges of attempt to commit 
a crime and felony nighttime 
breaking and entering of a ve-
hicle or boat.
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By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Stephen Costigan, of Cam-
bridge, May 2, 6:32 a.m., 
arrested at Whipple St. on 
warrant charges of assault 

and battery on a police offi-
cer, disorderly conduct, as-
sault and battery with a dan-
gerous weapon, assault and 
battery on a person over 60 

or disabled, resisting arrest, 
and shoplifting by concealing 
merchandise.

Christian Mercedes, of Ev-
erett, May 3, 2:32 a.m., ar-

rested at Minnesota Ave. on 
charges of attempt to commit 
a crime and felony nighttime 
breaking and entering of a ve-
hicle or boat.

Amanual Beshah, of Mal-
den, May 3, 6:11 a.m., ar-
rested on a warrant charge of 
armed assault to murder

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Communities across Massachu-
setts, Somerville must consider 
how best to comply with the 
new requirement, said Deputy 
Director of Planning and Zon-
ing Daniel Bartman. Though 
the guidelines released by the 
state are not yet final, the cur-
rent draft calls for a 50-acre area 
of compliant zoning within the 
city, or about eight percent of a 
square mile.

Much of Somerville falls 

within a half-mile radius of 
an MBTA stop, giving many 
options for neighborhoods in 
which this new zoning could be 
implemented. The committee 
did not identify neighborhoods 
of interest at this time. The As-
sembly area, said Bartman, could 
function as a sort of “relief valve,” 
but the Office of Strategic Plan-
ning and Community Develop-
ment “already does not believe 
that is the right answer.”

Rather, Bartman identified the 
possibility of distributing patch-
es of compliant zoning across 
the community. “We believe 
that many of our squares could 
handle additional density with-
in walking distance of transit,” 
he explained. City Councilor 
Matthew McLaughlin agreed, 
saying, “I don’t want to see it 
condensed… We need to spread 
[housing] out, in order to get the 
benefits of the Green Line.”

Somerville’s urban planning of-
fice must await finalized guide-
lines before taking further action, 
but the city councilors had no 
shortage of ideas for taking advan-
tage of updated zoning. Council-
or Ben Ewen-Campen voiced his 
support for increased residential 
over commercial development. 
“This is really an opportunity – 
I don’t see this as a burden,” said 
Councilor McLaughlin, who sug-
gested taking advantage of the 

new requirement to build more 
affordable housing.

Councilor Beatriz Gómez 
Mouakad emphasized the 
importance of educating the 
Somerville public on zoning 
changes. The official guidelines 
for compliance have yet to be 
released by the state. Once the 
new requirement is finalized, 
said Bartman, city planners and 
councilors will seek input from 
residents on proposed changes.

New state zoning requirement for MBTA communities will affect 
Somerville   CONT. FROM PG 1

DA update on Somerville Police Officer
As reported by the Middlesex 
District Attorney’s Office, on 
May 5, former Somerville Po-
lice Officer Michael McGrath 
admitted to sufficient facts in 
Cambridge District Court to the 
charge of assault and battery by 
means of a dangerous weapon.

McGrath admitted to hav-
ing pepper-sprayed a hand-
cuffed man on October 1, 2019. 
When the police administration 
learned of the incident, Mc-
Grath was placed on unpaid 
leave. An internal investigation 
by the Somerville Police Profes-
sional Standards Division found 
McGrath responsible for several 

violations of Departmental poli-
cies and Rules and Regulations 
including the use of unneces-
sary force. He was suspended 
without pay for a period of five 
days with a recommendation 
for additional discipline up to 
and including termination of his 
employment from the City of 
Somerville. McGrath resigned 
prior to the date of the suspen-
sion taking effect.

“While the overwhelming ma-
jority of law enforcement offi-
cers perform their duties with 
full professionalism, those who 
are alleged to have committed 
an act of misconduct will be 

held accountable. The city must 
be able to rely on the good judg-
ment of its officers using force 
only when warranted by the 
circumstances as defined in De-
partmental policies. The public 
must have confidence that offi-
cers discharge their duties with 
all due care and restraint. The 
events depicted in the findings 
and related evidence fall dis-
appointingly short of the De-
partment’s expectations and do 
not represent the values of the 
Somerville Police Department,” 
said Acting Somerville Police 
Chief Charles Femino.

— City of Somerville

Former Somerville Police Officer Michael McGrath speaking at a 2016 rally at 
Somerville City Hall.

— Photo by Bobbie Toner
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Until 1842, Charlestown Beyond the Neck, as Somerville 
was then called, consisted of present-day Somerville and a 
northwest extended area called Charlestown End. This area 
that stretched beyond Alewife Brook Parkway included 
part of today’s East Arlington and its Morningside section.

Arlington was first settled around 1635 as part of Cam-
bridge and embraced the Indian name, Menotomy. This 
moniker was after the river with that name, which today is 
the Alewife Brook. In 1807, the area was incorporated as 
West Cambridge. In 1850, pruning of its territory helped 
shape Winchester and in 1859, helped mold Belmont. On 
April 30, 1867, the name of Arlington was chosen in hon-
or and remembrance of those Civil War heroes buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery. This town’s historic and cel-
ebrated chronicle doesn’t end there. 

• In 1639, Pawtucket’s Queen Squaw Sachem deeded the 
land including Menotomy to colonists.

• Early in the morning of April 19, 1775, Paul Revere’s 
famous ride took him to Lexington through Menotomy 
Village.

• The bloodiest part of the battle of Lexington and Con-
cord was fought in Menotomy between what is now Ar-
lington Heights and Arlington Center. Forty-nine Patriots 
and 65 British were lost on the first day of the American 
Revolution. Twenty-five Patriots, and 40 British were lost 
in Menotomy alone. 

• An Arlington Center memorial 
states, “Near this spot Samuel Whit-
temore then 80 years old. Killed 
three British soldiers April 19, 1775. 
He was shot, bayoneted, beaten and 
left for dead but recovered and lived 
to be 98 years of age.”

• Samuel Wilson, the national per-
sonification of the United States, 

U.S. and Uncle Sam, was born in historic Menotomy/Ar-
lington near today’s Minuteman Bikeway.

The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #253

Menotomy
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Continued on page 12

Somerville High School to install 
shooter detection system

By Kyle Dante

Safety is a concern in schools. 
With several mass shootings 
across the United States, there 
is a call to action. Not only in 
protecting children and staff 
but response time by nearby 
police departments.

On April 12, 2022, Lt. Sean 
Sheehan proposed the Guard-
ian Indoor Active Shooter De-
tection System (GIASDS). 
The system utilizes ten sensors 
throughout different parts of 
Somerville High School. It is 
listening for a shot, akin to an 
acoustic bang, and looking for 
infrared flashes of gunfire. With 
the implementation, it will elim-
inate false reports.

The Somerville Police De-
partment must account for 
monitoring GIASDS. Train-
ing will occur in a service 
course. The GIASDS company 
will visit on how to detect and 
report the shot. Any gunshots 
found to result in a text mes-
sage and email report. In doing 
so, SPD can find out where the 
shooting occurred and the vic-
tims’ current location.

For privacy purposes, GIASDS 

is supposedly safe. It will not 
provide personal information to 
the police. The sole purpose is to 
uncover a gunshot and call to ac-
tion if it occurs. 

So far, SHS has done some 
wiring. The current action is 
to detail and understands the 
technology. It is due to the com-
plexity of GIASDS as a tech-
nology. Sheehan mentions the 
old SHS system being similar 
to GIASDS. The difference is 
that GIASDS does not video 
record the shots. It is solely a 
notification for the police de-
partment and those involved 
with the system.

The concerns from the City 
Council are about validating 

GIASDS. It lacks a microphone 
in the recordings. It is akin to 
another program, ShotSpotter. 
Therefore, the alert will depend 
on the acoustic bang sound and 
infrared flashes. 

Keep up with the information 
regarding GIASDS through 
the City Council website, es-
pecially as SHS implements it. 
It is the second discussion of 
GIASDS; the first was during 
the April 14, 2022 City Council 
Meeting.

To download the GIASDS 
impact report, go to: http://
somervillecityma.iqm2.com/
Cit iz en s/Fi leO p en . a spx?-
Type=4&ID=26239&Meetin-
gID=3539.

Aeronaut Brewery, artists and activists 
to host ‘Pick Your Price’ art sale

A fundraising event to benefit the im-
migrant community offers the public 
an opportunity to buy original local art 
with a “set your own price” policy at a 
Somerville craft brewery.

“Our moto for this event is ‘Do good, 
buy art,’” said Jeremy Fischer of Boston 
For All, which is organizing the fund-
raiser at Aeronaut Brewery. “Every piece 
of art has been donated by the artist 
who created it, and they include sculp-
tures, drawings, paintings and more. 
We’re proud that 100% of proceeds will 
go to La Colaborativa, a trusted partner to Massachusetts’ Latinx immigrant community.”

Based in Chelsea, La Colaborativa supports youth and adult members of the community through 
food, housing, jobs, English classes, citizenship pathways and community organizing. La Colabora-
tiva Excecutive Director Gladys Vega explains, “We believe in the power of these human rights and 
everyone, regardless of circumstance, deserves to be listened to and treated with dignity.”

Boston For All, founded in 2017, has raised over $80,000 for nonprofit organizations through a 
wide range of live and virtual community engagement events ranging from fun runs to concerts and 
more. When Boston For All and Aeronaut teamed up for Art For All 2 in 2019 they raised over 
$12,000 to support the Boston Immigration Justice Accompaniment Network. Joining with this 
grassroots group to host such inclusive celebrations is fully in line with Aeronaut’s standing as a 
welcoming member of the Somerville community.

The event is open to all, with no minimum purchase price for art.

“Art for All is a chance for anyone to give whatever they’re able to a great cause and walk away with 
an original keepsake,” Fischer said.

What: Art For All 3
When: Sunday, May 15, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Where: Aeronaut Brewery, 14 Tyler St., Somerville
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THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local senators’ votes on roll calls from the week of 
May 2-6. There were no roll calls in the House last week.

Technical audio problems plagued the Senate live broad-
cast near the end of the session. All Senate sessions 
are broadcast live on the Legislature's website at www.
malegislature.gov After the Senate adjourned and the 
online video broadcast ended, the audio could still be 
heard online.  

Sen. Will Brownsberger (D-Belmont) who presided 
over the Senate debate, conducted several “mic checks” 
and could be heard asking a technician, “It doesn’t sound 
like I’m underwater anymore?”

All Senate roll calls were on amendments to the bill al-
lowing undocumented/illegal immigrants to apply for a 
Massachusetts standard driver’s license.

Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester), the sponsor of several 
failed amendments to the bill, did not respond to repeat-
ed requests from Beacon Hill Roll Call to comment on 
why he filed the amendments. Sens. Brendan Crighton 
(D-Lynn) and Adam Gomez (D-Springfield), two key 
backers of the bill, did not respond to repeated requests 
from Beacon Hill Roll Call to comment on why they op-
posed all of Tarr’s amendments.

UNDOCUMENTED/ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 
CAN GET DRIVER’S LICENSE (S 2851)
Senate 32-8, approved a bill allowing undocumented/
illegal immigrants to apply for a Massachusetts standard 
driver’s license. The House has approved a different ver-
sion of the bill and the Senate version now goes to the 
House for consideration. The bills are similar and both 
branches approved their version by veto-proof margins. 
Once the two branches agree on a final version, the mea-
sure goes to Gov. Charlie Baker.

The legislation requires an applicant “without legal pres-
ence” in the United State  to provide the RMV with a 
foreign passport and at least one of five other documents: 
a driver's license from another state, a foreign driver's li-
cense, a birth certificate, a foreign national identification 
card or a marriage certificate or divorce decree from any 
U.S. state.

“The [bill] makes our roads safer and, just as impor-
tantly, makes the lives of more than 185,000 Mas-
sachusetts immigrants without status easier by al-
lowing them to earn a standard driver's license,” said 
Sen. Brendan Crighton (D-Lynn). “In the absence of 
a robust regional public transportation system, it is 
impossible for many Massachusetts residents to get 
through their day without the use of a car. No one 
should fear detention or deportation over essential 
everyday tasks such as getting to work, school, doc-
tor's appointments and grocery stores. It is time for 
Massachusetts to join the 16 other states who have 
passed this common-sense legislation.”

“It was important to me to listen to my local police chiefs 
many [of whom] indicated to me that they had con-
cerns,” said Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spencer), one of only 
five of the Senate’s 37 Democrats to vote against the bill. 
“As well-meaning as the legislation is, I do believe there 
will be unintended negative consequences. For one, the 
legislation will task the RMV with verifying documen-
tation. You do not have to look very far to see problems 
the RMV continues to have, including the Brockton 
RMV improperly awarding 2,100 drivers licenses with-

out a road test.”

“We are a nation of immigrants, and our commonwealth 
continues to be profoundly and positively shaped by im-
migrants from all over the world,” said Senate President 
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). “They deserve to be able 
to safely get to work and school, care for their families 
and participate in the lives of their communities. I am 
thrilled that the Senate has moved forward with this 
proposal which will support families, improve public 
safety and be good for our economy.”

“State-issued drivers licenses are a primary form of iden-
tification in our society and they carry real-world conse-
quences and responsibilities” said GOP Minority Leader 
Sen. Bruce Tarr who led the opposition to the measure. 
“We proposed safeguards to ensure that a privilege to 
drive does not, under any circumstance, become misused 
for any purposes including access to voting in elections or 
anything else that could put the public at risk. The 9/11 
Commission said that all layers of government should 
secure state-issued identification documents describing 
it as a national security and law enforcement imperative 
to combat identity fraud and illegal immigration.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it).

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

MUST HAVE DISTINGUISHING FEATURES 
(S 2851)
Senate 8-31, rejected an amendment that would require 
the license to have a background color and other features 
which will distinguish it from all other licenses issued by 
the RMV.

“[This] would have helped address issues raised by a 
number of local police chiefs in the district I represent 
who I consulted with prior to yesterday’s vote,” said Sen. 
Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton). “Based on the input I re-
ceived, the possible corruption of our state licensing pro-
cess was flagged as a significant concern.”

Amendment opponents said law enforcement officers 
do not need a distinctive license to identify a driver. 
They said the amendment could create be an oppor-
tunity for stigma and allow someone to discriminate 
against its holder.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it).

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

NOT VALID FOR ID (S 2851)
Senate 7-32, rejected an amendment that would require 
that the license include the words “Not valid for identifi-
cation” prominently in bold text."

Amendment supporters said that the license is meant to 
operate a motor vehicle and it should be made clear that 
it is not valid for identification purposes.

Amendment opponents said the amendment is unnec-
essary and will only lead to and open up opportunities 
to discriminate.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it).

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

REQUIRE RMV TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
TO CITY AND TOWN CLERKS (S 2851)
Senate 10-29, rejected an amendment that would re-
quire the RMV to provide information on the holder of 
a Massachusetts driver’s license to any city or town clerk 
requesting information to verify the identity and eligi-
bility of any individual using a Massachusetts license to 
vote or to register to vote.

Amendment supporters said this would ensure that 
anyone who receives a Massachusetts license who is 
not eligible to vote is not accidentally registered to 
vote. “The bill does very little to prevent the issue of 
an undocumented citizen using their driver’s license to 
register to vote,” said Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). 
“This poses a challenge to the integrity of the process 
to register to vote, because city and town clerks will not 
be able to determine whether or not an individual is 
eligible to register. My amendment would add strength 
to the security of this process by ensuring that Massa-
chusetts is in compliance with the law that enables U.S. 
citizens to vote.” 

Amendment opponents said getting a driver's license 
has nothing to do with a person’s ability to vote. They 
noted there are many non-citizens, such as green card 
recipients, who have earned a license but are not eli-
gible to vote.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it).

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session

During the week of May 2-6, the House met for a total 
of 45 minutes and the Senate met for a total of five hours 
and 32 minutes

Mon. May 2 House 11:01 a.m. to 11:21 a.m.
 Senate 11:08 a.m. to 11:11 a.m.

Tues. May 3 No House session
 No Senate session

Wed. May 4 No House session
 No Senate session

Thurs. May 5 House 11:02 a.m. to 11:27 a.m.
 Senate 11:12 a.m. to 4:41 p.m.

Fri. May 6 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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COMMENTARY

November 23, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m., rain 
or shine, in the municipal parking lot at 
the intersection of Herbert St. and Day 
St. in Somerville, across from American 
Flatbread at 44 Day St. 

****************************
To those celebrating their birthdays 
this week: Happy birthday to Melissa 
Hurley, who is celebrating this week. 
A nice person, we hope she has a great 
birthday. Happy birthday to Donald 
Chamberlain, we wish him the best. 
Happy birthday to Caroline Shea Ro-
sas, who is also celebrating this week. 
Happy birthday to local attorney Neil 
Berman. We hope Neil has a great 
birthday. To another great local attor-
ney, Edwin Smith, we wish him noth-
ing but the best as well. A great guy, and 
one of the best real estate attorneys here 
in Somerville. We wish all of our Face-
book friends, such as Lisa Dervishian, 
Janet McLaughlin-Hanscom, Paul 
Curley,Ann Kane-Peters,Mary Ellen 
MyhrDiane Murphy Sullivan, Donny 
Caprigno and Beth Foley Delacruz a 
very happy birthday. We hope everyone 
has a great day. To all the others we may 
have missed, we sincerely wish them the 
very best of birthdays.

****************************

Somerville residents who otherwise do 
not have a means of transportation can 
once again sign up for free taxi rides 
to access food and local medical care 
through the city’s Taxi to Health pro-
gram. Ride vouchers are also available 
to use in the future. To learn more, vis-
it: https://tinyurl.com/somervillecab. 
Open to all over age 18. Residents aged 
60 and over can book rides directly by 
calling Connie Lorenti at the Council 
on Aging: 617-625-6600 ext. 2319.

****************************
Join the Flip the Switch event that cele-
brates the East Somerville Communi-
ty School's newly installed solar array 
that covers 51.7% of the building's en-
ergy use! Instead of a traditional ribbon 
cutting, the Somerville High School 
Carpentry students built a large switch 
for the event. Thursday, May 12 at 6:00 
p.m. ESCS 50 Cross Street.

****************************
Somerville’s Board of Health unan-
imously approved the city’s proposed 
extension of the eviction moratori-
um. The moratorium now has a 60-day 
sunset period and will end on June 30. 
The city urges tenants and homeowners 
to use this period to seek assistance if 
they are facing housing instability. The 

Office of Housing Stability (OHS) is 
ready to help and can be reached at 617-
625-6600 ext. 2581. Landlords are en-
couraged to contact OHS on a tenant’s 
behalf rather than pursuing eviction. For 
more information, visit somervillema.
gov/ohs.

****************************
Don't miss the next Somerville High 
School student theatre production, this 
time written, directed, and performed by 
students. On May 12 and 13, it's High-
lander Fringe 2022. Pay what you can 
and get tickets at www.highlanderthe-
atre.org. These performances contain 
strong language but are otherwise ap-
propriate for most audiences. Somerville 
High School, 81 Highland Ave.

****************************
The city is hiring Crossing Guards to 
help protect student safety at intersec-
tions along school routes. Uniforms and 
on-the-job training provided. The abili-
ty to work both morning and afternoon 
shifts is required. Applicants must pass 
a pre-employment CORI and drug 
screen. For more information, contact 
School Safety Officer Joseph Teves, 
at (617) 625-6600 ext. 7248 or visit 
somervillema.gov/CrossingGuards.

****************************

The City of Somerville and Center 
for Teen Empowerment will hold a 
Somerville Youth Peace March, May 
13, at 6:00 p.m. March with them from 
Foss Park to City Hall as they raise 
awareness of violence in our community 
and work together to create peace. The 
march starts at 6:00 p.m. The vigil and 
rally at City Hall starts at 7:15 p.m.

****************************
Want to learn how to grow food in your 
backyard or on your front porch? Join in 
at the Groundwork Somerville farm on 
May 27 for the Vegetable Gardening 
101 workshop. Each participant will 
leave with a miniature, portable herb 
garden. Register here: https://ground-
worksomerville.org.

****************************
The Somerville Homeless Coalition 
(SHC) Big Sleep Out weekend is this 
weekend. Sleep In Sleep Out, May 13 
– 15, while you sleep in your yard, base-
ment, porch, couch or anywhere that isn't 
your bed. SHC members will be sleeping 
outside (rain or shine). No planning nec-
essary, just register with the link below 
and share the event with your friends 
and family. To register: https://app.mo-
bilecause.com/vf/22SLEEPOUT

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
Well, sometimes it seems like we take one 
step forward, just to be pushed back two 
steps again and again. After an invigorat-
ing period of relaxed guidelines for un-
masked gatherings indoors, it looks like 
we'll have to raise our guards once more 
as we deal with another unwanted surge 
in COVID cases in our area.

News that the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) raised 

the COVID-19 Community Level for all 
of Middlesex County including Somer-
ville to HIGH last week has thrown us a 
nasty curve for the time being.

According to the city, high-quality 
masks should be worn indoors in pub-
lic places for as long as the level remains 
high, and everyone should be current 
with their vaccination/booster status.

It is also highly recommended for any-

one who has symptoms to get tested. Ad-
ditionally, it is important to stay home if 
you feel sick – barring the need for medi-
cal attention, of course.

Anyone can pick up high-quality KN95 
masks for free at all three Somerville Li-
braries and at City Hall. Free N95 masks 
provided by the federal government are 
also available at participating pharmacies 
throughout the city. The CDC provides 

a free mask lookup tool at https://www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-
health/free-masks.html.

The city has many resources and info 
available at https://www.somervillema.
gov/departments/programs/coronavi-
rus-covid-19-information-and-resources.

It may be a pain, but it's up to us to 
do our part to stay safe, for ourselves 
and others.

Continued on page 13
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

GRADUATION

ACROSS

1. Like a bug on windshield noise

6. G-man

9. Type of race

13. Late actor Ledger

14. Waikiki necklace

15. Group of lions

16. Knight's shiny garb

17. Ensign, for short

18. One to beat

19. Graduation proof

21. "School's Out" singer

23. An indigenous person in Laos

24. 6-shooter

25. Founder of People's Republic of 

China

28. Porous rock

30. MFA or BA

35. Comrade in arms

37. Be inclined

39. Had in mind

40. Was a passenger

41. Ventricular beater

43. Same as ayah

44. ____ Trick, rock band

46. Nicholas II, e.g.

47. Initiation ceremony, e.g.

48. "Pollock" actor Ed

50. Foolish one

52. Ever, to a poet

53. "House of Gucci" star

55. Masters Tournament peg

57. Mortarboard attachment

60. "No more ____, no more books"

64. Fancy boat

65. Mozart's "L'____ del Cairo"

67. Arm bones

68. Orderly arrangement

69. Granola grain

70. Gustatory sensation

71. Lord Byron's composition

72. Dashboard unit

73. Weasel's aquatic cousin

DOWN

1. Herring's cousin

2. "Frasier" actress Gilpin

3. Bulb holder

4. Coral reef island

5. Neck cavity

6. Pestilence pest

7. Even, to a poet

8. "Saturday Night Fever" music 

genre

9. Type of coffee maker

10. Gauche or Droite in Paris

11. Month of Purim

12. Styling product

15. For the time being, Latin (2 words)

20. Cave opening

22. Like Hemingway's certain man on 

sea

24. Type of rummy

25. One in "Pomp and Circumstance" 

series

26. Hello to Israel Kamakawiwo'ole

27. Ahead in years

29. *"You have brains in your head, you 

have ____ in your shoes"

31. Cleats to soccer player

32. China grass

33. Related on mother's side

34. Olden days anesthetic

36. School ____, which is about 180 

days

38. No-win situation

42. Old-hat

45. Wilbur's home

49. *Famous frat house

51. Adjective in sheet music

54. Low light

56. Enthusiastic approval

57. Tropical edible root

58. Land measure

59. A fake

60. Beaten by walkers

61. Research facil.

62. It's better than never?

63. Tiresias in "Oedipus Rex"

64. Small dog's bark

66. Gown's companion

66. Fla. neighbor

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

FUN & GAMES

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week
1. Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise.

2. Dolphins give each other names.

Ms. Cam’s

#826Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What horse broke 
the 37-year Triple 
Crown drought?

2.  Which post posi-
tion has never won 
the Kentucky Derby?

3.  When did the 
Great Fire of London 
occur?

4.  Who is the young-
est Nobel Prize 
winner?

5.  What is the oldest 
musical instrument?

6.  anadian Space 
Agency astronaut 
Chris Hadfield?

7.  In the film The 
Polar Express, Tom 

Hanks portrays how 
many different char-
acters?

8.  What are the let-
ters that aren’t vowels 
called?

9.  Name the leg-
endary red-haired 
dance partner of Fred 
Astaire?

10.  In 79 AD, which 
volcano destroyed the 
city of Pompei?

11.  A Flemish gi-
ant is  what type of 
animal?

12.  Which nation is 
both a country and a 
continent?

Answers on page 14

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle: Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:
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By State Representative  
Erika Uyterhoeven

In threatening to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, the Supreme Court 
has become an illegitimate insti-
tution. Overturning a seminal, 
settled constitutional right is a 
flagrant violation of the intend-
ed duties of the judicial branch. 
This is a violent attack on health 
care access, abortion rights, and 
reproductive justice that will 
disproportionately harm queer, 
transgender, Black, Indigenous, 
and people of color communi-
ties, young people, and work-
ing-class people. 

The majority of justices — five 
out of nine — were appointed 
by presidents that lost the pop-
ular vote. Our system is deeply 
flawed, undemocratic, and in 
need of structural change.

With a Democratic major-
ity in the House and Senate, 
as well as a Democrat in the 
White House, we not only have 
the ability, but the responsibility 
to codify the right to abortions 
across the country. We should 
be expecting and demanding 
more from our elected officials 
at the national level, who could 
pass legislation to protect the 
right to an abortion. 

If we are serious about re-
productive justice, platitudes 

of “We’re with you” are not 
enough. This is an existential 
crisis of our democracy, and 
I encourage you to join me in 
calling upon our national leg-
islators to act swiftly to protect 
the right to abortion.
The Local Impact: Abortion 
Access in Massachusetts

There is some not-bad news: 
in Massachusetts, we have a 

solid foundation of abortion 
protections that will hold firm, 
regardless of what the Supreme 
Court does. 16 months ago, we 
passed the ROE Act in MA, 
which prevents what happened 
with SB8 in Texas. That means 
if Roe v. Wade gets overturned 
by the Supreme Court, you will 
still be able to access abortion 
care in Massachusetts. The 
ROE Act removed all criminal-
ization language and cleaned 
up the laws on the books since 
1974. It also crucially removed 
barriers to access for 16 and 
17-year-olds in need of repro-
ductive health care. 

We would not be where we are 
today without the advocacy and 
leadership of groups like Sister 
Song and the countless Black, 
Indigenous, Queer, and Trans 
people who have led the repro-
ductive justice movement. For 
decades, they have been fighting 
to protect the human right to 
maintain personal bodily au-
tonomy, have children, not have 
children, and parent the children 
we have in safe and sustainable 
communities.

I am also proud to co-spon-
sor and advocate for Planned 
Parenthood Advocacy Fund’s 
priority bills: increase access to 
medication abortion, full spec-

trum pregnancy care, equita-
ble birth access and safety, and 
LGBTQ+ inclusive sexual edu-
cation, to name a few. 

We did the right thing by cod-
ifying the right to abortion in 
MA. But, we can and must be 
doing a hell of a lot more for 
people seeking reproductive 
health care. At this time of exis-
tential crisis for our democracy, 
we must be thinking as boldly as 
possible about how we can cen-
ter reproductive justice because 
we are far from all set here in 
MA. There are several areas of 
improvement I believe we must 
address in our abortion code.
Misinformation

While abortion access is cur-
rently and will remain fully legal 
in Massachusetts, we still face a 
public health crisis in abortion 
care. There are nearly 30 crisis 
pregnancy centers (also known 
as CPCs or fake clinics) across 
the state of Massachusetts. 
These are unlicensed institutions 
disguised as medical centers that 
deter people from choosing an 
abortion through misleading 
and often medically inaccurate 
persuasion techniques. 

The Somerville City Council 
voted to ban CPCs in the city 
just last month, for which I am 
deeply grateful. There are cur-
rently no fake clinics in Somer-
ville, and this proactive measure 
will serve as a deterrent for mali-
cious actors. 

Unfortunately, in areas like 
the Cape and Western Mas-
sachusetts, CPCs are often 
more accessible than the near-
est abortion provider. This is a 
public health crisis: it is easier 
for pregnant people to access 

fake clinics with unlicensed 
staff than it is for them to ac-
cess the safe, legal abortion care 
to which they have a right. 

The State House has the abil-
ity and responsibility to follow 
in the Somerville City Council’s 
lead and ban CPCs statewide. 
Access

Furthermore, the ROE Act, 
while a crucial step in codify-
ing the right to an abortion in 
MA, was chiseled down from a 
much more comprehensive and 
justice-informed original ver-
sion. I see two further changes 
we must pursue to our current 
abortion code:

First, the ROE Act original-
ly would have allowed for a 
full spectrum of reasons for an 
abortion beyond 24 weeks, in-
cluding the physical or mental 
health of the pregnant person. 
However, the final language 
that was passed essentially only 
allows it in the case of lethal 
fetal anomaly. The health and 
wellbeing of a pregnant person 
is a valid reason to seek an abor-
tion, and we should update the 
law to reflect that. 

Second, under current law, 
those under 16 who are seeking 
abortion care must either obtain 
parental consent, or if that’s not 
an option, judicial consent. For 
those who do not wish to go 
through the trauma of judicial 
bypass or who are unable to get 
parental consent, the only other 
way to obtain abortion care in 
MA is to get married. 

There is no other medical 
care in MA that requires a 
judge to confirm the maturi-
ty of a patient before they are 
allowed to consent to their 

health care. We must remove 
all judicial bypass requirements 
for abortion care in Massachu-
setts in order to truly move to-
wards reproductive justice. 
Funding and Financial Support

In addition to legal barriers, 
there are numerous other un-
necessary obstacles to obtaining 
an abortion. In Massachusetts, 
abortions are not yet free for ev-
eryone — in fact, they can cost 
upwards of $600, and insurance 
companies are not required to 
cover them. Abortion funds are 
available to help people pay for 
their abortion and logistical ex-
penses like travel, lodging, child 
care, doula, and translation 
services. You can find a full list 
of abortion funds at abortion-
funds.org/funds.

The FY23 House Budget that 
was passed last month includes 
$500,000 in funding for the 
three abortion funds in Massa-
chusetts. Direct financial sup-
port for abortions is the most 
powerful way to support people 
in need of abortion care right 
now, and I am proud that we 
have earmarked funding for that. 

However, in the weeks since, 
it has become clear that Massa-
chusetts will become a safe ha-
ven for those seeking abortion 
care should the SCOTUS deci-
sion come to fruition as we pre-
dict. We must funnel financial 
support into our abortion funds. 
I stand with the Senate in their 
proposal to increase funding for 
abortions from $500k to $2M. 

Accessing abortion care is a hu-
man right. Abortions should be 
free, safe, and easily accessible for 
everybody. 

See you in the streets.

The threat to abortion access is an
existential threat to our democracy

COMMENTARY
The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

RIP Roe?

By State Senator Pat Jehlen

When my family moved to Mas-
sachusetts, my mother couldn’t 
legally get birth control or even 
learn about it.

By the time I was in college, 
the Supreme Court had ensured 
that married women could get 

birth control, though unmarried 
women couldn’t.

By the time our daughter was 
born, the Supreme Court had 
made birth control and abor-
tion (within limits) legal. It 
seemed progress was slow but 
irreversible.

We are now reminded that 
freedom isn’t free, that rights 
aren’t permanent, and that elec-
tions have consequences.

Many people today can’t re-
member the time when abor-
tion at any stage was illegal. 
They never searched an under-
ground network looking for a 
“doctor” who would provide an 

unknown substance that might 
or might not cause a miscar-
riage, or one who would pro-
vide a procedure that might or 
might not be safe. They never 
had a dorm mate who bled out 
in the common bathroom after 
an illegal abortion. 

Abortion has never been 
an easy choice.  Neither were 
some alternatives.  Many peo-
ple can’t remember their high 
school friends sent to live with 
out-of-state relatives until they 
gave birth and gave up their 
child.  Other high school friends 
dropped out.  Some got married 
quickly and sometimes reluc-

tantly and briefly.
Many people today never read 

a letter like this:
Is there any way possible for 

me to never become pregnant 
again? I mean until I die. We 
have been married for five years. 
I have had five children and one 
miscarriage … I have a moral ob-
ligation to the five I have. I think 
I should rather end my life than 
go through another pregnancy 
and bring another child into the 
world where it cannot be cared 
for properly. 

(According to the Guttmach-
er Institute, 59% of people who 
have an abortion already have at 

least one child.)
Young people may not remem-

ber the murders at the Planned 
Parenthood clinic in Brookline, 
or the murders of other abortion 
doctors and clinic workers. 

They could read The Fami-
ly Roe, by Joshua Prager.  Or 
they could ask their mothers or 
grandmothers.

We can be proud that Massa-
chusetts passed the ROE Act, 
anticipating the Court’s deci-
sion, and protecting those rights.  
There are many ways to support 
people in other states who have 
lost reproductive rights – and 
voting rights. We should do that.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE

8 BONAIR STREET
SOMERVILLE, MA  02145

BID S2023-4

The School Committee of the City of Somerville invites sealed bids for:

A 2022 Fourteen (14) Passenger Activity Vehicle for the Somerville 
School Department.

The IFB package may be obtained by emailing Leah Arredondo in the 
Finance Office, larredondo@k12.somerville.ma.us or can be picked up 
at the Somerville School Department, Finance Office, 8 Bonair Street, 
Somerville, MA  02145 on or after May 3, 2022.

Sealed bid responses will be received no later than 10 a.m., May 24, 
2022 at the Finance Office Somerville School Department, 8 Bonair 
Street, Somerville, MA 02145 at which time and place they shall be 
publicly opened and read aloud.

The School Committee of the City of Somerville reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids or any part or parts thereof, waive any minor in-
formality in the Bid process and to award the Contract that is deemed 
to be in the best interest of the City of Somerville School Department.

Francis Gorski
Chief Financial Officer

Somerville Public Schools

5/4/22, 5/11/22 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE

8 BONAIR STREET
SOMERVILLE, MA  02145

RFP# S2023-03

The School Committee of the City of Somerville invites sealed bids for:

CONSULTANT SERVICES FOR STUDENT ENROLLMENT 
FORECASTING FOR SOMERVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Each Proposal shall be submitted in two separate sealed envelopes 
clearly marked “Price Proposal for Consultant Services for Student 
Enrollment Forecasting” and a “Non-Price Proposal for Consultant 
Services for Student Enrollment Forecasting” in accordance with 
the Request for Proposal and Contract Documents which may be ob-
tained at the Finance Office (Room 321), Somerville School Depart-
ment, 8 Bonair Street, Somerville, MA  02145 on or after Tuesday, May 
3, 2022 Monday through Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m.

All Proposals shall be filed no later than 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 24, 
2022 at the Finance Office, Somerville School Department, 8 Bonair 
Street, Somerville, MA  02145. There will be a Proposal review includ-
ing possible interviews with the finalists. 

Please contact Leah Arredondo (larredondo@k12.somerville.ma.us) 
or call 617-629-5218 to receive the proposal and register as a pro-
posal vendor.

The School Committee of the City of Somerville reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids or any part or parts thereof, waive any minor in-
formality in the Bid process and to award the Contract that is deemed 
to be in the best interest of the City of Somerville School Department.

Francis Gorski
Chief Financial Officer

Somerville Public Schools

5/4/22, 5/11/22 The Somerville Times

SOMERVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING

THE SOMERVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE WILL CONDUCT 
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT’S FY2023 BUDGET

Wednesday, May 11, 2022, AT 6:00 P.M. (Originally scheduled on May 4, 2022)
Via the Zoom Webinar Online Meeting Platform

Please use the following web address to join the Budget Hearing:
https://k12somerville.zoom.us/j/82048063990?pwd=WDk3L0xzZ3pXYzZNWk0rclNFVXFDZz09

THE PUBLIC IS CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND

Andre Green, Chair  Ilana Krepchin, Chair Mary Skipper
Somerville School Committee  Finance and Facilities Subcommittee  Superintendent of Schools

For questions regarding the Budget Hearing, please contact your School Committee Ward Member:
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/somerville-school-committee

Budget information will be posted on the Somerville Public School website prior to the Budget hearing here:
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/central-administration/finance-and-facilities

STATE-WIDE SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

PUBLIC HEARING

THE SOMERVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL
CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO

DETERMINE PARTICIPATION IN THE SCHOOL
CHOICE PROGRAM FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR

MONDAY, MAY 23, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

Please use the following web address to join the School Choice Public Hearing, if you need to join virtually:
https://k12somerville.zoom.us/j/82142009956?pwd=dUtKNFpic1R3ZDhsSlZ4VXpzSUxSdz09

5/4/22, 5/11/22 The Somerville Times

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
30 Memorial Road

Somerville, Massachusetts  02145
Telephone (617) 625-1152

Fax (617) 628-7057   TDD (617) 628-8889

Request for Proposal
Rental Lease Agreement 

Issued: Wednesday May 4, 2022

The Project and the Sponsor
The Somerville Housing Authority (SHA) has received a planning 
grant award from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), to undertake 
a mixed-income redevelopment of Clarendon Housing Development, 
a state-aided family public housing development. The redevelop-
ment will be carried out with the Preservation of Affordable Housing, 
Redgate, and Somerville Community Corporation, the SHA’s designat-
ed Developers. The resulting mixed-income community will require 
the SHA to relocate approximately 75 families into apartments not 
owned by the SHA.

The SHA is a public housing agency established by MGL c. 121B to 
provide housing to low-income residents in the City of Somerville. The 
SHA is not an agency of the City of Somerville; it owns and manages 
1,415 Units throughout the City including family, elderly/disabled. In 
addition, the SHA administers a large rental assistance program (Sec-
tion 8, MRVP, & AHVP). 

Scope of Services
The SHA seeks multiple owners of developments or single rental 
units, proximate to Somerville, Massachusetts 02145 with preference 
given to those apartments in Somerville, MA with available 1, 2-,  & 
3 - bedroom units that will be vacant Between May 2022 and October 
2024, to enter into a master lease agreement (Attachment B) with the 
SHA for 18 months with a month-to-month extensions following the 
lease period. The Tenant shall have the right of first refusal to extend 
up to 30 months.  The SHA will pay Fair Market Rent (FMR) as the 
applicable payment standards for the units. The SHA will be entering 
into an agreement with multiple owners, to sublease approximately 
75 units, with an agreement signed for each unit occupied.  The FMR 
payment standard by bedroom size is as follows.

 • 1-Bedroom units - FMR $ 1,986
 • 2-Bedroom units - FMR $ 2,399
 • 3-Bedroom units - FMR $ 2,966

To receive a full RFP Package please send a request via email to Kev-
in Bumpus at KevinB@sha-web.org on or after May 4th,2022. All ques-
tions should be directed to Kevin Bumpus at 617-625-1152 Ext. 321.

Completed proposals should be emailed to KevinB@sha-web.org 
no later than 1:00 PM on Monday June 6th,2022. Proposals may also 
be mailed to The Somerville Housing Authority, 30 Memorial Road, 
Somerville, Ma 02145 attention Kevin Bumpus.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

REBID IFB#22-46
The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 

Services Department, invites sealed bids for:

Irrigation System Repairs and Maintenance at Lincoln Park
The bid package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement
or from the City of Somerville’s electronic bidding platform at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
MAY 11, 2022. Sealed bids will be received at the PCS Department, 
Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or via Bid 
Express until: 3:00 pm, Thursday, May 26, 2022.
The City of Somerville may cancel this solicitation or reject in whole 
or in part any and all bids, if the City determines that cancellation or 
rejection serves the best interests of the City.
Massachusetts Prevailing Wage rates apply. 5% bid deposit required.
Please email yrobles@somervillema.gov for more information.

Yoli Robles-Casanova
Construction Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407
5/11/22 The Somerville Times

Somerville offers free taxi rides to local food and health services
Somerville residents can once again sign up for free cab rides to access food and medical care through its Taxi to 
Health program. After establishing the program in 2020 as a crisis measure during the early days of the pandemic, 
the City of Somerville is relaunching the initiative using American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

The Taxi to Health Program provides residents with free cab rides to grocery stores, food pantries, farmers mar-
kets, and pharmacies in Somerville, as well as to non-emergency medical appointments in Somerville, Arlington, 
Boston, Cambridge, Everett, and Medford. The program is administered jointly by the Council on Aging and the 
Office of Food Access and Healthy Communities. 

Residents can book rides directly through the city or request vouchers to use in the future. Vouchers are 
valid through February 2023. Rides should be booked at least two business days in advance. To learn more 
and request vouchers, visit tinyurl.com/somervillecab or call Lisa Robinson, Director of the Office of Food 
Access and Healthy Communities, at 781-747-8502. Residents age 60 or older can book rides directly through the Council on Aging by calling Connie Lorenti 
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2319. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our
website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hearing 
on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 6:00pm through GoToWebinar.

Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this meeting of the Plan-
ning Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio 
recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6967281252070083597
Webinar ID: 511-579-683

TO CALL IN
Phone number: 1 (631) 992-3221
Access code:  350-019-980

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

518-524 Somerville Ave Nuestra, LLC, D/B/A The Boston Garden 
 Dispensary, proposes to establish a 
 Cannabis Retail Sales use in the Mid-Rise 4 
 District, which requires a Special Permit.

304 Somerville Ave Holistic Industries Inc., D/B/A Liberty, 
 proposes to establish a Cannabis Retail 
 Sales use in the Mid-Rise 5 District, which 
 requires a Special Permit.

350 Assembly Row Street Retail, LLC seeks a Major 
 Amendment to Assembly Square Planned 
 Unit Development-Preliminary Master Plan, 
 Case # PB 2006-59 (as amended) to 
 incorporate the Block 7A Guidelines and 
 strike Block 7 from Condition 39.2.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at 
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at 
the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning & 
Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, 
MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.
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City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual 
public hearing on Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at 6:00pm through GoT-
oWebinar. 

Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5890858268965744656
Webinar ID: 586-818-643

TO CALL IN
Phone number: 1 (415) 655-0060
Access code:  747-495-475

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

595 Broadway Fidelis Bridge Loan Venture V REO LLC seeks to  
 extend the validity of two (2) special permits 
 (ZBA 2018-94) for one (1) year.

35 McGrath Hwy 35 McGrath Highway Realty Trust seeks variances 
 from the following requirements of the High Rise 
 (HR) District: front setback requirements, driveway 
 in the frontage area, and façade not parallel to the 
 front lot line.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at 
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to 
Planning & Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.
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Boynton Yards celebrates 
opening of first purpose-built 
life sciences lab in Somerville

Last week, the development ven-
ture of DLJ Real Estate Capital 
Partners (DLJ), Leggat McCall 
Properties (LMP) and Deutsche 
Finance America (DFA) joined 
the City of Somerville and Flag-
ship Pioneering companies to cut 
the opening ribbon on 101 South 
Street, the first purpose-built 
Class-A lab building in Somerville 
as part of the Boynton Yards 1.8 
million square foot, mixed-use life 
sciences and cultural community. 

The first of four master planned 
life sciences buildings, 101 South 
Street offers best-in-class, high-ef-
ficiency infrastructure where com-
panies can imagine and grow. The 
nine-story, 289,000 square-foot 
building offers state-of-the-art 
R&D lab/office space, a fitness cen-
ter, bike amenities, four levels of 
below-grade parking, and on-site 
retail offerings. A ground floor con-
ference center along with Arts and 
Creative Enterprise space (ACE) 
within the building and centered in 
the “Hive” at 561 Windsor Street 
are available for use by tenants and 
the Somerville Community. Com-
ing this summer, Firefly and Porti-
co Brewery will open serving food 
and beverages. 

The building was pre-leased prior 
to completion to Flagship Pioneer-
ing, a bioplatform innovation com-
pany headquartered in Cambridge, 
to meet critical growth needs for its 
companies Tessera Therapeutics, 
Laronde, Cellarity, and Generate 
Biomedicines. These tenants occupy 
280,000 square feet on eight floors.

Designed by architects Spagnolo 
Gisness & Associates and Hashim 
Sarkis Studios, the building was 
conceived with flexibility and sus-
tainability for emerging life scienc-
es and technology companies. Each 
floor has 35,000 square feet of col-
umn-free floor plates surrounding 
the building’s core, offering tenants 
flexibility to grow and redesign to 
meet the needs of their workforce. 
The building will achieve LEED 

Gold and WiredScore Platinum 
certifications, a testament to the 
sustainable and highly efficient 
design approach.

General contractor Shawmut De-
sign and Construction completed 
the job on time despite pandem-
ic-related obstacles and lockdowns. 
Enhanced safety protocols to sup-
port public health mandates were 
employed to mitigate the risk of 
COVID-19 across the job site. 

Boynton Yards will be a model for 
leading urban design with a pro-
gressive mobility management plan 
to decrease traffic and encourage 
connectivity using alternative trans-
portation modes.  Supportive ame-

nities include on-site bike facilities, 
Bluebikes stations, e-bike access, 
a dedicated tenant shuttle and pe-
destrian access to the new Union 
Square MBTA GLX train station 
just a short walk away.

As the first master planned devel-
opment to be approved under the 
new Somerville zoning ordinance as 
part of the City’s SomerVision com-
prehensive plan, Boynton Yards has 
evolved through an inclusive com-
munity-driven urban revitalization 
process.  With neighborhood input, 
the future of the seven-acre site now 
includes commercial, residential, 
retail, public green, arts and perfor-
mance spaces that will transform 
the area into a vibrant work-live-
play neighborhood.  

Offering a contemporary cultural 
experience, residents, scientists and 
artists will enjoy a micro-commu-
nity that includes more than two 
acres of civic and green space.  The 
project brings approximately 4,000 
permanent jobs to the City of 
Somerville and will establish it as 
one of the region’s most prominent 
life sciences hubs.

“Usually when we hold a rib-
bon-cutting, we’re celebrating one 
new great thing, like a library reno-
vation or a new monument. But the 
opening of 101 South Street reflects 
how civic leadership, a communi-
ty-driven development process, and 
private investment can also work 
together to advance multiple com-
munity goals at once,” said Somer-
ville Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. 
“Not only will this project establish 
a vital new anchor for life sciences in 
our region, it will bring with it jobs, 
innovation, new tax revenues, lead-
ing-edge sustainable construction, 
new open space, contributions to our 
affordable housing and jobs trusts 
funds, and ultimately the Boynton 
Yards project area will also support 
new housing and artist and maker 
space creation as well. That’s a lot of 
items on our checklist, and I applaud 
everyone that helped us get here.”

"... the opening of 
101 South Street 
reflects how civic 

leadership, a com-
munity-driven devel-
opment process, and 
private investment 

can also work togeth-
er to advance multi-
ple community goals 

at once"

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

If April showers bring May flowers,
what do May flowers bring? Pilgrims.

On This Day in History
May 11

1573 – Henry of Anjou becomes the first elected king of Poland.

1689 – French and English navies battle at Bantry Bay.

1690 – In the first major engagement of King William's War, British troops 
from Massachusetts seize Port Royal in Acadia from the French.

1745 – French forces defeat an Anglo-Dutch-Hanoverian army at Fontenoy.

1792 – The Columbia River is discovered by Captain Robert Gray.

1812 – British Prime Minster Spencer Perceval is shot by a bankrupt banker in 
the lobby of the House of Commons.

1858 – Minnesota is admitted as the 32nd U.S. state.

1862 – Confederates scuttle the CSS Virginia off Norfolk, Virginia.

1960 – Israeli soldiers capture Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires.

1967 – The Siege of Khe Sanh ends with the base still in American hands.

Marta Corvelo named Somerville-
Cambridge Elder Services CEO

By Nathan Lamb

The Board of Directors for 
Somerville-Cambridge Elder Ser-
vices (SCES) has announced that 
Marta Corvelo will be the agency's 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO).

"I am honored to have been 
selected as SCES's next Chief 
Executive Officer and elated 
to be working alongside this 
dedicated team that is doing 
incredible work to support the 
independence and well-being of 
older adults in Cambridge and 
Somerville," said Corvelo.

Corvelo brings nearly 20 years 
of leadership experience in the 
health and non-profit sectors to 
SCES. In her most recent role, 
she served as the Vice President 
of Operations at the Greater 
Lawrence Family Health Center 
(GLFHC), where she worked 
for nine years and provided over-
sight for more than 250 employ-
ees, seven clinical sites, and sev-
eral other ancillary departments 

serving over 65,000 patients in 
the Merrimack Valley area. 

SCES Board President Leslie 
Hergert said the board was im-
pressed with Corvelo's resume 
of leading programs that sup-
port health and provide care for 
under-served communities.

"Marta's track record of effec-
tive leadership and balancing 
empathy with standards struck 
us as a perfect fit for Somer-
ville-Cambridge Elder Services," 
said Hergert. "We are looking 
forward to working with her 
to support the independence 
and dignity of Cambridge and 
Somerville residents."

Corvelo will succeed Paul 
Hollings, who retired at the end 
of March after four years at the 
agency. Corvelo's resume in-
cludes nine years at Cambridge 
Health Alliance, where she rose 
to the position of Operations 
Manager for the Cambridge 
Breast Center from 2005-2009.

The Massachusetts Commis-

sion on the Status of Women 
recognized Corvelo in 2021 for 
organizing clinic vaccine efforts 
that provided COVID vaccina-
tions to some of the most vul-
nerable populations in the Mer-
rimack Valley.  

Corvelo holds a master's degree 
in Health/Health Care Adminis-
tration/Management from West-
ern Governors University and a 
bachelor's degree in International 
Relations and Affairs from the 
Universidade dos Açores in São 
Miguel, Portugal. She is fluent in 
Portuguese and Spanish.
_________________________

Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services is a non-profit agency 
that supports the independence 
and well-being of older adults in 
Somerville and Cambridge. For 
free advice and guidance on ques-
tions of aging, caregiving or dis-
ability, contact our Aging Infor-
mation Center at 617-628-2601, 
email info@eldercare.org, or visit 
our website eldercare.org Newly named Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services CEO Marta Corvelo.

Arlington’s Uncle Sam Memo-
rial Statue marks his birthplace. 

• The Jason Russell House is a 
Menotomy-era historic site. It is a 
museum which honors Russell and 
the eleven patriots who died fight-
ing in his house on April 19, 1775. 

• Cyrus Dallin, nationally ac-
claimed Native American sculp-
tor, spent his adult life in Arling-
ton. Locally, he is most famous 
for his statue of Paul Revere 
located in Boston’s North End. 
He is also known for his Native 
American statue, The Appeal to 
the Great Spirit, that stands in 
front of the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts, and The Menotomy 

Indian Hunter, located in the at-
tractive garden between Arling-
ton’s Robbins Memorial Town 
Hall and the Robbins Library.

At one time, Menotomy was 
the original name of Arling-
ton, of today’s Alewife Brook, 
of Broadway, of the Somer-
ville/Arlington border crossing 
bridge and of Spy Pond. It was 
an American Native name, an 
Algonquin word meaning Swift 
Running Water. The town’s 
many ponds and brooks which 
once fed and flowed into the now 
Alewife Brook have been filled in 
through the years, reducing these 
great streams to today’s trickle.

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 5
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled-it 
doesn't matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 844-813-0213

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! Get trained 
& certified to work in months! 
888-572-6790. The Mission, 
Program Information and Tuition 
is lo-cated at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information. (M-F 
8-6 ET)

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free Consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk 
out to the beach. 3-Bedroom 
weeks available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? If you have in-
surance, you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no cost. 
Get yours today! Call 1-800-217-
0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. Real in-sur-
ance - not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 1-888-
623-3036 www.dental50plus.
com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-
929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-888-674-1423

DEALING WITH WATER DAMAGE 
requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond im-
mediately. Nationwide and 24/7. 
No Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100. Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-833-800-0411

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some Restrictions Apply. Promo 
Expires 01/2023. 1-877-925-7371 

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 

Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY GENER-
ATORS provide backup power 
during utility power outages so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-378-
1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE IN-
TERNET Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call Today for speeds up 
to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! 
$75 gift card, terms apply. 1-855-
703-0743

STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.walkintu-
bquote.com/pennysaver

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + 
Low Monthly Pmt Request a free 
Quote. Call before the next pow-
er outage: 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tec-tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle & 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available. Call: 
855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Call for 
free author’s guide 833-719-3029 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men's 
sportwatches! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Day-tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Orig-
inal - originally $129.95 - now w/
this special offer only $59.95 w/
code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health medical alert 
system. Most advanced medi-
cal alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer w/code CARE20 
for $20 off Mobile Companion. 
1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of manag-
ing medications. Hero sorts & 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times & handles prescrip-
tion refill & delivery for you. 

Starting at $24.99/month. No 
initi-ation fee. 90-day risk-free 
trial! 1-888-684-0280

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power 
your home. Full installation ser-
vices. $0 down financing option. 
Request free no obligation quote. 
1-855-270-3785

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
CO 80201

_________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but 
rather sup-ply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients es-tablish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card num-bers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it 
is illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dollars. 
Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.

Get a good start on high school success. 
Sign up before May 15: https://bit.
ly/3vXatRX

****************************
Are you a member of Somerville High 
School’s Classes of 1970, 1971, or 
1972? The SHS Class of 2022 is look-
ing for participants for this year’s Class 
Day festivities, which will take place 
on Friday, June 3, beginning at 8:00 
a.m. at Somerville High School. This 
year will be the first Class Day that 
will take place in the new school build-
ing. Because there was no Class Day in 
2020 or 2021 due to COVID-19, they 
are inviting alumni who did not have an 
opportunity to participate in this great 
tradition on the 50th anniversary of 
their high school graduation. They are 
looking for 50 graduates in total from 
the classes of 1970, 1971, and 1972 to 
participate. If you were an SHS 1970, 
1971 or 1972 graduate and would like 
to participate in the 2022 Class Day 
festivities, please call Barbara Faval-
oro at (617) 625-6600, ext. 611018, or 
email her at bfavaloro@k12.somerville.
ma.us. The SHS Class of 2022 looks 

forward to seeing you!
****************************

Bring your bicycle to the West Branch 
Library on Monday, May 16, to get 
ready for fun and safe spring rides 
around Somerville. Join in the backyard 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. for activities like 
free bike safety checks and mini-tune-
ups, visiting with Sustainaville to learn 
more about green commuting, decorat-
ing your bike, hanging out with fellow 
cyclists, and more. Registration is not 
required. For more information, contact 
Jane at jphilbrick@somervillema.gov.

****************************
The City of Somerville launched mat-
tress and box spring recycling. This 
free service is available to all residential 
households that have city-managed trash 
collection. Residents will simply need to 
schedule a pickup and place their items 
on the curb on the pickup day. For more 
information on recycling in Somerville, 
please visit www.somervillema.gov/
MattressRecycling

****************************
Stay protected against COVID-19. 
Somerville YMCA at 101 Highland 

Ave is holding a vaccine clinic Satur-
day, May 14. The Pfizer vaccine will 
be available for all people 5 years and 
up, and boosters will be available for 
all people 12 years and up. The clinic 
is free, regardless of immigration sta-
tus or health insurance. Identification 
is not required. Pre-registration is 
strongly encouraged. Pre-register via 
this link: https://bit.ly/3vzGn7O. For 
more vaccination options visit www.
somervillema.gov/vaccine. If you need 
assistance to pre-register or help with 
transportation, please contact 3-1-1 at 
617-666-3311.

****************************
The Somerville Historic Preservation 
Division invites you to take home a 
piece of Somerville history. Designed 
by local artists, this historic collection 
of Somerville stickers and magnets 
tells a unique story of Somerville’s 
history. Purchases help support local 
organizations and small business, and 
display the Somerville pride. Visit the 
Somerville Historic Preservation Di-
vision website to find out more about 
their historic events, education, and 

preservation efforts: https://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/
historicpreservation.

****************************
The CHA Somerville Vaccine Center 
is now accepting walk-ins, as supply al-
lows. The center is open to all, five days 
a week and some Saturdays. You can get 
booster shots for ages 12+ and initial 
vaccines for ages 5+. The vaccines are 
free, regardless of immigration or health 
insurance status, and you don't need to 
show ID. Full hours and details are here: 
challiance.org/vaccine. You can still 
make an appointment at tinyurl.com/
metronorthvaccine. If you're a CHA 
patient you can also make an appoint-
ment through MyChart: challiance.org/
mychart. If you need assistance finding a 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster, you can 
call 3-1-1 (617-666-3311).

****************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our 
paper, go directly online to our website 
over to the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7



14••MAY 11, 2022

O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

LLyricalyrical
SOMERVILLESOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

Well, with all the closing and mergers of communi-
ty newspapers, I decided to contact Jason Pramas 
to get his take on it, and what he offers community 
newspapers through his advocacy and projects.

Pramas is the executive editor and associate pub-
lisher of the alternative newsweekly DigBoston, 
and executive director of the Boston Institute for 
Nonprofit Journalism that he co-founded with 
Chris Faraone in 2015.

Doug Holder: Jason, the Boston Phoenix, the 
Real Paper, and other alternative newspapers have 
folded over the years. Why do you think your pa-
per DigBoston has survived?

Jason Pramas: My colleagues Chris Faraone (a 
former Phoenix reporter) and John Loftus and I 
took over the Dig from its founder Jeff Lawrence 
in 2017, when the paper's advertising revenue was 
at its lowest ebb since its launch in 1999. We've 
revived its fortunes and helped it to survive since 
that time through a combination of extremely 
hard work and an ethos of collaboration with oth-
er journalists and news outlets. The key to our very 
modest success in continuing to exist, however, is 
that we have built what we call a "hybrid economic 
model" in which the three principals also run the 
Boston Institute for Nonprofit Journalism. The 
commercial news outlet and the nonprofit (oper-
ating under our own tax-deductible IRS 501(c)(3) 
Massachusetts Media Fund, Inc. since 2019) that 
we started in 2015 (as a project of a friendly pre-
existing 501(c)(3) nonprofit for its first four years) 
are operated as entirely separate legal entities. But 
Chris, John, myself, and all of our talent have been 
able to lean on the for-profit side or the nonprofit 
side to get paid for our work depending on socie-
tal conditions. Which has helped us all to keep on 
keeping on through difficult times. Still, the mar-
ket remains extremely tough for small newspapers 
like DigBoston and we're still recovering from the 
huge hit our business took in the first year and a 
half of the pandemic, so we're not ready for a vic-
tory lap yet. Same goes for BINJ, as the nonprofit 
sector is no picnic either economically.

DH: You have been a great advocate of commu-
nity newspapers for years. Why do you have such a 
passion for small media?

JP: Because just as local politics is the founda-
tion upon which American democracy is built (to 
paraphrase North Cambridge’s most famous son 
Tip O’Neill), so, too, small media is the founda-
tion upon which the national media that serves 
that democracy is built. You can't have one level 
of media without the other. Large state, regional, 
and national news outlets generally look to small 
news outlets to find out what's happening on the 
ground – since they could never cover every corner 
of their turf at the best of times. Thus, if we want 
a vibrant democracy at all levels, then we need a 
vibrant news media to cover it at all levels. Includ-
ing the municipal and neighborhood levels of our 
society that are traditionally covered best by small 
local news organizations. Meaning that small me-
dia is much more important to a functioning de-
mocracy than most folks realize. And since local 
news media has been in trouble for many years, 
I've been passionate about helping it to survive the 
many challenges it faces and thrive in the long run. 

DH: You are involved with the Boston Institute 
for Nonprofit Journalism. This organization wants 
to create a "replicable model that municipalities 

around the U.S. could use to rebuild their failing 
infrastructure." Won't that create a uniformity 
among newspapers, perhaps affecting what makes 
them unique?

JP: Quite the reverse. The community organizing 
model our Boston Institute for Nonprofit Journal-
ism is developing together with local volunteers 
through our Somerville News Garden project is 
based on a nonprofit news service (the Somerville 
Wire) funded, in part, by donations from local 
residents and business leaders through a new mu-
nicipal foundation (the Somerville Media Fund 
that we spun off from BINJ as its own indepen-
dent IRS 501(c)(3) charity in 2021) – and part-
ly through grants from larger foundations. It also 
involves a media school (run with the Somerville 
Media Center public access TV station, of which 
I am currently treasurer of the board of directors) 
and a research group (run with Gino Canella, an 
Emerson College journalism professor). None of 
those initiatives presume to dictate what kind of 
reportage that a nonprofit news organization in 
any other municipality that uses all or part of our 
model will pursue. And the Somerville News Gar-
den model is explicitly against the creation of any 
structures that would seek to control the editorial 
line of similar efforts in other cities, towns, and 
counties – or, obviously, to interfere in the edito-
rial line of any news outlets here in Somerville. 
Strengthening the independence of local news out-
lets by improving their odds of economic survival 
is always one of our core goals. 

DH: In your Somerville News Garden project – in 
which you hope to save and or protect the media 
landscape of Somerville – do you see a print paper 
in the future or only digital? Do you think a print 
paper is still needed?

JP: Since there is already an independent com-
mercial community print newspaper, The Somer-
ville Times, serving Somerville, and an independent 
commercial metropolitan print paper, DigBoston, 
that also serves the city. The Somerville News Gar-
den project of the Boston Institute for Nonprofit 
Journalism founded the Somerville Wire as a dig-
ital-only news service (which readers can think of 
as a mini-Associated Press). The Somerville Jour-
nal, for its part, has just been removed from the 
scene by its parent company Gannett, merging it 
with the Medford Transcript right after announc-
ing that it's "regionalizing" the content of all its 
local news properties. Meaning that the Journal is 
dead whether its successor outlet ever publishes 
another print edition or not. Which is precisely 
what our Somerville News Garden has been saying 
will happen for three years. The Times, the Dig, and 
any other small independent news outlets that may 
start operating in the city going 

Long ago, Denise Provost attended Ben-
nington College to study poetry. She then 
became a lawyer, worked in local govern-
ment, and served in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives for fifteen years 
She has published in such journals as Ib-
betson Street, Muddy River Poetry Review, 
qarrtsiluni, Quadrille, Poetry Porch’s Sonnet 
Scroll, Sanctuary, and Light Quarterly. Provost received the Best 
Love Sonnet award from the Maria C. Faust Sonnet Compe-
tition in 2012, and the New England Poetry Club’s Samuel 
Washington Allen Prize in 2021. Her chapbook Curious Peach 
was published by Ibbetson Street Press in 2019. Her collection 
City of Stories was published by Cervena Barva Press in 2021.

This pavement is the bedside of a tree…

The tree doesn’t yet know that it will die
on Thursday, so it grows rosy leaf-buds,
plump beads on its branch-tangle, reaching up
where perching birds complain until they fly.

All the neighbors gather to say goodbye
to the giant maple, soon to be cut
down to a broad, flat, multi-ringed stump,
its mighty trunk and branches hauled away.

Although today it is surrounded by
a crowd come to read poems and offer praise,
its fate shows in a vivid orange blaze
that city workers painted on its side.

A single brushstroke – how easy to be
hastened to premature mortality.

— Denise Provost

Jason Pramas and the future of
the Somerville Media Landscape

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

Continued on page 15
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forward are free to reprint any Wire articles they like. 
Large corporate news organizations operating in the 
city will have to pay for using the content. That said, 
we do indeed think having newspapers in print is still 
extremely important here, in tandem with a strong dig-
ital presence, to ensure that the entire reading public in 
Somerville is getting the news and views they need to 
participate in the political, economic, social, and cultural 
life of their municipality.

DH: If a newspaper chooses to be under the nonprofit 
umbrella of the Boston Institute for Nonprofit Journal-
ism, would they lose a certain amount of autonomy?

JP: BINJ is not a nonprofit umbrella for other news 
organizations. It was founded in 2015 by Chris, John, 
and me to produce the kind of investigative journalism 
that small community newspapers like The Somerville 
Times and DigBoston can't afford to produce on their 
own and syndicate it to them for free. We started BINJ's 
Somerville News Garden project in 2019 as we grew more 

and more concerned that communities around the Com-
monwealth and the nation were on the verge of becom-
ing "news deserts" – municipalities that no longer had 
professional news organizations covering them regularly. 
We thought Somerville was the right size for a small or-
ganization like ours to try to experiment with ways to 
help reverse the collapse of its news infrastructure. We 
therefore welcome the arrival of new news outlets to the 
city, as they will help rebuild the city's news infrastruc-
ture, while remaining completely independent of each 
other. As we think it should be. News outlets that are 
IRS 501(c)(3) nonprofits will then be eligible to join 
the new Somerville Media Fund. Once accepted as what 
SMF calls a "qualified news organization," the outlet will 
share all monies raised by that fund equally with all our 
nonprofit news organizations that are already part of the 
foundation. But again, each member-outlet will contin-
ue to produce its content autonomously. SMF cannot, 
unfortunately, provide grant funding to commercial 

news organizations.
DH: What is your ideal vision for the future of Somer-

ville Media?
JP: First, my colleagues and I want to see Somerville res-

idents and businesses take the importance of local news 
media to local democracy seriously enough to support at 
least one community news outlet financially for the long 
haul – be it commercial or nonprofit. Second, we'd prefer 
that the community finds ways to support multiple news 
outlets of different types (newspapers, magazines, news 
services, etc.) with different editorial lines, together with 
participating in Somerville's already vibrant social media 
scene, so that we always have a lively debate going on is-
sues of the day. Based on facts reported by profession-
al journalists in the public interest. Not just on rumor 
and hearsay. And having more independent news outlets 
helps keep them all honest, because they'll be watching 
each other's reporting and trying to outdo each other in 
terms of relevance, timeliness, and accuracy.

Off The Shelf   CONT. FROM PG 14

Shop Local at the Union Square Farmers Market
Union Square Main Streets kicks off the 18th season of the Union Square Farmers Market in 
Somerville this Saturday, May 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This season the Market returns to 
its longtime location on the Union Square Plaza, and will be open rain or shine each Saturday 
through October 29. 

Since 2005, the Union Square Farmers Market has helped shoppers fill their homes with 
top-quality, fresh, local food while serving as a catalyst for vibrancy, economic opportunity, and 
neighborhood connection. 

Starting on May 14, this COVID-conscious market will feature a masked shopping hour from 
9-10am. Everyone is welcome to shop during this time period, but masks will be required to 
enter the market area. After 10am masks are strongly encouraged, but not required. 

“The Union Square Farmers Market has held a special place in the hearts and bellies of many 
Somervillians for 18 years,” said Jessica Eshleman, executive director of Union Square Main 
Streets, the nonprofit who produces the market. “With the Green Line now providing service to 
and from Union Square, it’s exciting to think of visitors who will discover the market for the first 
time, then brunch or lunch throughout the Square. Sharing our neighborhood traditions with 
more people throughout the greater Boston region brings much pride and joy to all who make 
the market possible.”  

The Union Square Farmers Market is a destination for award-winning chefs, scores of shoppers, 
and customers vulnerable to food insecurity creating a deep source of community. The market 
is also a critical marketplace for ~30 local farms and food producers including Somerville busi-
nesses such as Tasting Counter, Deano’s Pasta, Hooked Fish Shop, Somerville Arts Council’s 
Nibble Kitchen, Tex Mex Eats, and Mahalab Bakery. These elements in particular resonate with 
the 2022 Union Square Farmers Market Season Sponsor, Boynton–Yards, a DLJ and Leggat 
McCall Project.  

“The remarkable social impact that the Farmers Market and other USMS events continue to 
have on Somerville families continue to draw us in as a partner,” said John Fenton, managing partner of DLJ Real Estate Capital Partners, on behalf of the Boynton Yards 
development team. “USMS was the first nonprofit we supported upon our arrival to Somerville, and we look forward to continuing our commitment for years to come.”

The market also plays a critical role in Somerville’s food security system, having provided SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) customers with a match 
since its creation in 2005. Through a partnership with City of Somerville and the Somerville Farmers Market Coalition (in collaboration with Mass Farmers Markets, 
Somerville Winter Farmers Market, and Somerville Mobile Farmers Market), the dollar-for-dollar SNAP match up to $15 per market is available again this year. This is 
thanks to a Somerville Community Development Block Grant, which continues a city-wide SNAP match for a third year. 

While there is still emphasis on gathering safely, for the first time in two years, the Market is once again a place for the community to gather. Additionally, the 
intrinsic link between the Union Square Farmers Market and Somerville’s local economy remains strong. Shoppers should share pride supporting independent 

food producers in convenient proximity to nearby Square businesses who continue to an-
chor the neighborhood.

The Union Square Farmers Market is made possible for a third year thanks to generous 
support from Boynton–Yards, a DLJ and Leggat McCall Project, its 2022 Season Sponsor; 
a Somerville Community Development Block Grant; and donors who contribute to help 
make the SNAP Match possible, including 2022 Good Food For All presenting sponsor 
Liberty Cannabis. 

About Union Square Main Streets, Inc.:
Union Square Main Streets works to strengthen the dynamic neighborhood of businesses and 
people in Union Square. We take a four part approach: promoting and celebrating its unique 
and spirited character; advocating for and assisting local businesses; working to create welcom-
ing public spaces; and fostering connection and collaboration among diverse stakeholders and 
partners. More information is available at www.unionsquaremain.org.

— Photo courtesy of Nic Buonanduci

— Photo courtesy of Leigh Savary.
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