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Lexie Butterfly Vintage: A rebellion 
against minimalist fashion

Chatting with the mind behind the 2025 Artwear: SOS Fashion Show

Designer and small business owner Lexie Griffith, co-organizer of the SOS 2025 Fashion Show.

By Suraya Whynott

In anticipation of the Somerville Open Studios 
Artwear: The SOS 2025 Fashion Show, I had the 
incredible opportunity to sit down with one of the 
main organizers of the event, designer and small 
business owner Lexie Griffith. 

Lexie is a vintage fashion enthusiast, constantly 
working to repurpose 60s and 70s fabrics into stun-
ning pieces with three goals: sustainability, inclu-
sivity, and creativity. She is dedicated to providing 
Somerville with special, eco-friendly pieces that are 
designed intentionally for the wearer. 

Lexie Butterfly Vintage’s main mission is to en-
courage physical self-expression, Continued on page 11

Somerville Town Hall with
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley

During a Town Hall last Monday at Somerville 
High School, Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley 
(MA-07) discussed her meeting in Louisiana with 
Somerville resident Rümeysa Öztürk and outlined 
how she’s fighting back against Donald Trump’s cru-
el and callous agenda to divide communities and im-
pose wholesale harm.

Having returned earlier in the day from Louisi-
ana, Congresswoman Pressley shone light on her 
experience meeting with Ms. Öztürk, a Tufts PhD 
student, at the ICE facility where she is being unlaw-
fully detained. She exposed the indignities, injustice, 
and fear that Rümeysa has endured – and how she 
remains kind-hearted, courageous, and committed 
to centering the humanity and dignity of all people.

The Congresswoman, joined for the town hall by 
Somerville Mayor Katjana Continued on page 4

Massachusetts Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley spoke of her recent meeting with detainee Rümeysa 
Öztürk at a Town Hall in Somerville this week.



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of April 30 – May 6 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Sunny 68°/44° 0% 0%  W 16 mph

 April 30

 Thursday 
Partly Cloudy 62°/49° 1% 1%  ESE 12 mph

 May 1

 Friday 
Partly Cloudy 75°/56° 22% 15%  SW 13 mph

 May 2

 Saturday 
Rain 76°/56° 45% 33%  SSW 14 mph

 May 3

 Sunday 
Rain 57°/51° 41% 1%  NW 10 mph

 May 43

 Monday 
Cloudy 56°/48° 22% 12%  N 12 mph

 May 5

 Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 60°/52° 21% 13%  NE 13 mph

 May 6

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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The ‘Slice of the City’ spring meet-up series is an opportunity to 
connect and engage with city leaders and staff as well as neighbors, 
all while enjoying Somerville’s parks. The series begins this week in 
Ward 1. Ward 1 includes East Somerville, Assembly Square, and 
more. All events run from 5 to 7 p.m. Pizza and refreshments will 
be served, and Somerville Recreation will have activities for children 
available. WARD 1, Thursday, May 1, 5 p.m.: Join Mayor Ballan-
tyne, Ward 1 Councilor Matthew McLaughlin, At-Large Coun-
cilors, and city staff at Chuckie Harris Park (17 Cross St. East)

***********************************
The Somerville Museum is proud to present History on the Line: 
The Exhibit and Map, exploring the untold stories of Somerville’s 
revolutionary past through physical and digital maps and archi-
val materials. Funded by the Massachusetts Office of Travel and 
Tourism’s MA250 grant program, this dynamic initiative brings 
history to life in new and meaningful ways with a map of over 60 
historic sites in the Somerville area and an exhibit showcasing the 
museum’s sweeping archives. Join them on May 1, at 6 p.m. for an 
exhibit grand opening and map launch. Somerville Museum, One 
Westwood Road, Somerville, https://www.somervillemuseum.org/

***********************************
To those celebrating their birthdays this week: Happy birthday to 
Aida Sousa-Braga, who celebrates this week. Happy birthday this 
week to Linda Beebe, who is celebrating this week. We hope she has 
a great day. Happy birthday to Beverly Childers Continued on page 7

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: The Battle of Beech and Elm Street

John Stew NJ says:

Very interesting Mr. Clarey !!

Kurt Zwally says:

Great piece. Thanks for taking the time to research and write it.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 
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Baby Sign Language Workshops
May 7, 14, 21, 28. 2–2:45 p.m. Parents and 
caregivers for pre-verbal children ages 4 months 
and up are invited to participate in a 4-part 
virtual program about communicating through 
sign language.

Register here: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfA0gRBf4quA8t0exn-
HTcU0qEvNhaLx4tU1obcwk155OndKPQ/
viewform?pli=1

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1

and follow us on X/Twitter at @somervilletimes
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Life in the Ville by Jimmy Del Ponte

Man, have times 
changed. My life has 
been so planned and 
regimented lo these 
past 15 years. Were 
you as crazy as I was? 
I know some of you 
were, but don’t wor-

ry, I won’t print your names. We always 
had fun, but it was always on the edge. It 
couldn’t be a normal, calm existence.

It was hectic, rushed, and we lived as if 
it were our last days on earth. I have been 
in the ‘Ville for most of my life, except for 
a few jaunts to some pretty far-out places. 
I always returned to Somerville, like a baby 
bird to its nest. Or something like that.

Back in the early 80s, I was going out 
with a lovely lady from the ‘Ville whose 
father didn’t like me (that’s a shocker). 
He had a problem with long-haired rock 
musicians who partied too much. We were 
going hot and heavy when all of a sudden, 
we broke up. So, I did the logical thing – I 
left the comfort of Somerville for the un-
known San Fernando Valley of California.

I’ll show her – I’ll move 3,000 miles 
away, and become a Hollywood star. After 
all, I had my theatre degree from Emerson 
College! I got an apartment in the same 
apartment building where my sister was 
living with her new baby girl – it was great! 
I lived downstairs from my niece, sister, 
and brother-in-law. We had a built-in 
pool, and she cooked for me. That’s when I 
fell in love with avocados.

Life in Canoga Park was different, but I 
was getting used to it. I got a job in a head 
shop (they sold bongs and stuff like that) 
– a place that sold all sorts of drug par-
aphernalia. I met Jimi Hendrix’s drum-

mer on the album Band of Gypsies, Mr. 
Buddy Miles. I met an agent who lived 
in Sammy Davis Jr’s old house – Sam-
my had a room the size of my bedroom 
just for shoes! I think Judy Garland lived 
there at one time, also.

I also tracked down a couple of Somer-
ville friends out there. You will find Somer-
ville people everywhere you go. I bumped 
into a guy from my street in Disney World 
back in the 90s. Forget about Old Orchard 
Beach, because as I have said before, it’s 
Somerville with water. So, back to the Cal-
ifornia adventure. There I am, doing pretty 
well, enjoying the sun, my sister’s cooking, 
and a crazy job, and I get a phone call from 
Somerville. It seems the gal I had broken 
up with had a sudden change of heart – 
she wanted me back.

So, I wanted to get back to Somerville as 
fast as I could. I dumped the job, the apart-
ment with the pool, my sister’s cooking, the 
weather, and my dreams of becoming a star 
in Hollywood – and headed home. But be-
ing the compulsive thick thick-headed guy 
that I am, I decided to take a Greyhound 
bus back to Boston. Why would I wait an-
other week and fly home? I really can’t tell 
you because I don’t remember. Maybe it 
was a cash thing. I think I just wanted to 
get back and wasn’t in a clear mind.

At any rate, I’m on a bus for five days. 
I hooked up with some other passengers 
on the way home who were quite the 
partiers. We all got tossed off the bus in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. We had to 
wait six hours for the next bus. The real-
ly tough part about being on a bus for five 
days is personal hygiene. I got really good 
at washing my feet in the restroom sinks. I 
was one of the lucky ones who had plenty 

of clean socks.
I wish I had some Febreze and Lysol 

spray, because I would have sprayed a few 
passengers. When you’re on a long bus 
ride, you make friends with people, and 
then one by one, they get off at their desti-
nations. I must say it was pretty emotional 
saying goodbye to friends you spent 2, 3, 
and 4 days with in such close conditions. 
We all took each other’s phone numbers. 
I never heard from any of them ever again.

So, I finally made it home to good old 
Somerville! I’ll never forget the first time 
I went back into my girlfriend’s house 
since returning. Her dad gave me the usual 
protective, smile-less, “I hate you” stern fa-
ther’s sneer. What her uncle said made me 
feel very comfortable – he looks at me and 
says: “Don’t tell me you’re back again.” And 
he wasn’t fooling.

Yes, it was great to be home. What’s so 
great about California? The heck with the 
built-in pool, the freedom of my own pad, 
the cool job, the awesome weather, the 
fun of being with my sister and her baby. 
I was finally back with the love of my life. 

WRONG! The rekindled romance went 
down in flames. But hey, I had gained a lot! 
I got to move back into my little room on 
Hall Avenue with the psychedelic wallpa-
per and listen to my dad snore while I was 
trying to watch TV.

I was back to helping mom with house-
work too. I had gone from Mr. Indepen-
dent to Mr. Loser, who moves back in with 
his parents. I recovered and was soon play-
ing in another band, and would soon start 
my radio career at Kiss 108 FM. I was back 
in Somerville and back with my buds and 
the fam. You can always go home when you 
live in Somerville. My friends were still on 
the same bar stools they were on when I 
left, so I didn’t miss a beat.

But I will never take a five-day bus 
ride again. Oh, and there were a few oth-
er women since then who had me jump-
ing through hoops. Someday, I’ll tell you 
about the boy from Somerville who moved 
to Florida for a year with a girl. So, I will 
never again hop on a bus, Gus, unless it’s 
to visit my friend in Jersey, or if my truck 
breaks down.

Ponte Del Leon, adventurer
The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.
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Somerville Police Dept Crime Log April 15 – 21
Arrest

25020761: On 4/16/25 at approximately 6:28 p.m., Somerville Police responded to YMCA for a weapons call. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the 
victim who stated he got into a physical altercation with another male. After the altercation, the male suspect pointed a firearm at the victim’s door. 
Officers then conducted a search of the suspects room and located a semi-auto handgun with a defaced serial number and .45 caliber ammo. The 
suspect was then placed under arrest.

Shots Fired

25021027: On 4/17/25 at approximately 10:58 p.m., Somerville Police responded to the area of 17 Webster St for a report of shots fired. Upon arrival, officers located one 
spent shell casing at the corner of Cutter St and Webster St. There were no injuries reported.

Other Crimes: 1 Moped theft • 2 Car breaks • 1 Package theft • 1 MV theft • 1 Bike theft • 1 Vandalism      — Somerville Police Department

Ballantyne, also took questions and dis-
cussed her efforts to fight back against the 
Trump-Musk cuts to critical federal pro-
grams like Social Security and Medicaid, her 
support for our federal workers and immi-
grant neighbors, her defense of federal De-
partment of Education funding, and more.
Transcript: At Somerville Town Hall, 
Pressley Details Meeting with Detained 
Somerville Resident Rümeysa Öztürk
U.S. House of Representatives
April 24, 2025

Truly, it is so good to be home.
I just landed at Logan this morning re-

turning from my trip to rural Louisiana to 
meet with my constituent and your neigh-
bor Rümeysa.

Rümeysa, who has been unjustly detained 
as a political prisoner after being abducted 
from the streets of Somerville, has been de-
tained for over a month now by ICE.

Many of you have seen the video – the 
harrowing video. And I wanted to thank 
the concerned community member and 
bystander. Rümeysa asked me to say that, 
for filming that video in the first place.

Rümeysa was taken by plainclothes offi-
cers, hurried into an unmarked car, shackled.

She shared with me that when they 
transitioned her from handcuffs to shack-
les, she thought surely she was going to be 
killed, but they would torture her before.

She had no idea where she was going, 
why she had been abducted.

She was sent over a thousand miles away 
to a detention facility in Basile, Louisiana.

Let me begin by recognizing that she is 
detained in a for-profit facility owned and 
operated by a multi-billion dollar corpo-
ration. Now, I have fought long and hard 
against the use of private prisons and the 
exploitation of people in carceral settings.

And that also applies to the immigration 
system. Which is why I believe if you care 
about mass deportations, you should care 
about mass incarceration. And if you care 

about mass incarceration, you should care 
about mass deportations. They are two 
sides of the same coin.

Now, Rümeysa was transported from 
Massachusetts to New Hampshire to 
Georgia and then finally to rural Louisi-
ana. So, I went to rural Louisiana to see 
about her.

Alongside me was Senator Markey and 
Congressman McGovern. And I want to 
acknowledge the leadership of my broth-
er colleague Congressman Troy Carter of 
Louisiana and Ranking Member Bennie 
Thompson who leads the House Home-
land Security Committee for organizing 
this CODEL, this fact-finding mission.

The meeting with Rümeysa was a true 
testament to her character. She was kind, 
despite the cruelty she endured. She was 
dressed in an orange jumpsuit and wearing 
the same hijab she was arrested in.

I could feel her uneasiness. Yet she spent 
most of the meeting not talking about her-
self, but advocating for the other women 
locked in the facility – she had with her 
copious handwritten notes, putting her re-
search skills as a PhD student to work. 

Rümeysa is enduring indignities that no 
one should ever have to. Denied access to 
legal counsel, denied access to toilet tissue 
even, for three days. Experiencing sleep 
deprivation, malnutrition, frigid tempera-
tures. She has suffered multiple asthma 
attacks, and the medical care is grossly 
insufficient and culturally incompetent. 
Rümeysa shared that a nurse removed her 
hijab without consent.

For her and many other women we met 
with, the fear was palpable. They wept 
openly, visibly shaken. They expressed fear 
of never seeing their loved ones again. Fear 
of deportation from the only country they 
call home. Fear of retaliation just for being 
honest about their confinement.

Despite Rümeysa’s fear – actually, in 
spite of her fear – Rümeysa remains 

kind-hearted and courageous.
I asked her pointedly if she had a mes-

sage for the people of Somerville, and she 
told me to tell all of you: thank you for be-
ing her community.

On that frightful day when she was 
surrounded by ICE agents and unsure of 
what would happen to her, she looked up. 
She saw a neighbor that she didn’t know, 
hadn’t spoken to, and was pretty much a 
stranger. But that neighbor was recording 
the arrest and when they made eye contact, 
the neighbor raised their hand as if to say 
to Rümeysa: I am with you.

And she expressed just how much that 
meant to her, that it gave her comfort in that 
moment, after she had screamed, that some-
one cared. That she didn’t know how much 
they had captured but it gave her some calm, 
that someone had seen what had happened 
and maybe they will be able to help me.

And today, more than a thousand miles 
away, we are still with Rümeysa.

The Massachusetts 7th is not simply a 
congressional district; it is a community.

And in the face of a dictator, we will re-
sist – because the only way to beat a dicta-
tor is with defiance.

That is why I am demanding answers 
from Marco Rubio on why Rümeysa’s visa 
was revoked despite a State Department 
memo saying she did nothing wrong.

That is why I am demanding that ICE 
comply with the judge’s ruling that they 
bring her back to New England.

That is why I am leveraging my power on 
the Committee on Oversight to go into these 
detention facilities and ensure every person 
is treated with dignity and respect, and have 
their constitutional right to due process.

Remember, this is much bigger than 
Rümeysa. It’s a policy of cruelty and a sys-
tem of chaos.

For those who might be tempted to mar-
ginalize or to other who might be vulnera-
ble, Donald Trump is coming after all of us.

If you are an immigrant, regardless of 
your status – be it as a DACA recipient, 
a naturalized citizen, a TPS holder, a stu-
dent visa, an asylum seeker – he seeks to 
do things that are harmful and unconsti-
tutional and unlawful.

I’m sure you heard him on that hot mic 
moment in the Oval Office, saying that he 
will eventually look to deport people with 
criminal records.

Again, blatantly unconstitutional and in-
credibly ironic given his own criminal record.

But it is consistent, as a dictator, he seeks 
to silence dissent.

So, when I say he is coming for all of us, I 
mean it could be you tomorrow. It could be 
you tomorrow for suffering a miscarriage. It 
could be you tomorrow for reading a banned 
book. It could be you tomorrow simply for 
being Black. It could be you tomorrow for 
being trans. It could be you tomorrow for 
practicing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. 
It could be you tomorrow for co-authoring 
an op-ed, practicing free speech.

Our freedoms and our destinies are tru-
ly tied.

In a letter James Baldwin wrote to Ange-
la Y. Davis, he said: ‘If they take you in the 
morning, they will surely be coming for us 
that night.’

And that is the truth.
So, I am ten toes down, fighting for this 

district every day. It is a true honor and 
privilege to be your Congresswoman – I 
don’t take it for granted, not for a minute.

You deserve someone who fights for you 
in Washington like you are family – be-
cause you are.

And with that, let’s get into a dialogue 
and answer as many of your questions as 
we can in this time we have together today. 
Thank you for being here.
_________________________________

The video of the full address can be 
seen here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7D946-xAsjA

Somerville Town Hall with Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley   CONT. FROM PG 1



City Council discusses senior needs,
federal funding, and CPR education

By Carlie Lombardi

On April 24, the Somerville City Council 
met and covered topics including senior 
services, federal relief fund updates, sports 
equity initiatives, and zoning changes.
Council on Aging presentation reveals 
senior needs

Director Ashley Spiliotis introduced 
Sierra Somerville, a senior research asso-
ciate from UMass Boston, who presented 
key findings from a comprehensive survey 
of Somerville’s older residents. According 
to the study, over 11,000 Somerville resi-
dents are aged 60 or older, which is 14% of 
the city’s population – a number expected 
to remain stable over the next decade.

Key findings showed low awareness 
of Council on Aging (COA) programs, 
a desire for expanded fitness and edu-
cational offerings, transportation and 
mobility challenges, housing insecurity, 
financial hardship, and social isolation 
among older residents.

Among the report’s recommendations 
were increasing outreach by initiatives like 
sending birthday greetings to residents 
when they turn 60, exploring partnerships 
for expanded program space, expanding 
transportation options, and addressing 
financial insecurity through working with 
local businesses.

Councilors raised questions about 
space limitations at COA centers and dis-
cussed creative solutions to address food 
insecurity. Councilor Strezo suggested 
developing programs like a “coupon club” 
or collective Costco memberships to help 
seniors save on groceries. In response, 
Spiliotis affirmed that technological sup-

port for seniors using digital coupons is 
already being explored.
ARPA funds successfully obligated

ARPA Director Satin Hernandez re-
ported that Somerville successfully ob-
ligated all its American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds before the December 31, 
2024, federal deadline. Over 80% of funds 
have already been spent across 44 projects.

Hernandez noted that a federal com-
pliance review is upcoming, but expressed 
confidence, stating that the city is up to all 
regulations and submitted the necessary 
documentation on time. She also con-
firmed that while some flexibility remains 
for reallocating funds among approved 
projects, the Flex ARPA rental assistance 
program had already transitioned to sta-
ble, non-ARPA funding.
Council approves CPR education
resolution

Later in the meeting, the council accepted 
a late item resolution supporting proposed 
state legislation to require CPR and AED 
training in Massachusetts high schools. 
Harvard junior Nayan Sapers, co-founder 
of the CPR Ambassador Program, spoke 
virtually to advocate for the resolution, 
noting that bystander CPR can double or 
triple survival chances after cardiac arrest.

Sapers said, “City council resolutions 
matter,” explaining that local government 
support can encourage state lawmakers to 
prioritize the issue.
Pool closures and zoning hearings

Councilor Davis reported frustrations 
regarding the continued closure of the 
Ginny Smithers pool due to chemical im-
balance issues. Although maintenance has 
been performed and efforts made to cor-

rect the problem, the pool remained closed 
as of the meeting.
Looking ahead

The council laid several items on the ta-
ble for further action, including continued 

discussions on the city charter revision and 
guaranteed basic income program results.

The next city council meeting on April 
29, will include further updates on these 
ongoing initiatives.
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Somerville Public Schools 
need your feedback

Each year, Somerville Public Schools invites all 
SPS students, families, and staff to complete the 
annual Conditions for Learning Survey. It will 
inform decision-making both in the schools and 
at the district level. 

The survey is open until May 2, and should take 
no more than 15 minutes to complete.

If you have any questions, please contact Samantha Eligene, Director of Data 
Assessment and Accountability.

Family Conditions for Learning Survey – Spring 2025: https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/LF6HHZ9
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
Volume 50 - Report No. 17 • April 21-25, 2025 • Copyright © 2025 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: There were no roll calls 
in the House and Senate last week.

This week, Beacon Hill Roll Call examines the salaries and 
other benefits received by your state representatives.

NEW HIGHER $82,044 BASE SALARY FOR REP-
RESENTATIVES - The base salary for the state’s 160 
state representatives rose from $73,655 for the 2023-
2024 session to $82,044 for the 2025-2026 session. That’s 
an 11.39 percent hike which means an additional $8,389 
per representative. The estimated price tag for the hikes is 
$1,342,240.

Gov. Maura Healey announced these hikes in January. 
Under state law, Legislative salaries are up for adjustment 
in January every two years, either up or down, under a 
1998 constitutional amendment approved by a better 
than two-to-one margin by voters. It requires that every 
two years the salaries of the governor, the other five con-
stitutional statewide officers and the state’s 160 represen-
tatives be increased or decreased based on data from the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) that measures the 
quarterly change in salaries and wages.

It also requires that the same formula be used every two 
years to increase or decrease the stipends that 108 repre-
sentatives receive for their service in Democratic or Re-
publican leadership positions, as committee chairs or vice 
chairs and as the ranking Republican on some commit-
tees.

Representatives’ base salaries were $46,410 when the 
voters approved the automatic pay adjustments in 1998. 
Since that time, the salaries have been increased every two 
years except for a $306 pay cut for the 2011-2012 session; 
an $1,100 pay cut for the 2013-2014 session; and a salary 
freeze for the 2015-2016 legislative session.

The new $82,044 salary means that the base House salary 
has been raised $35,634 or 76.7 percent, since the man-
dated salary adjustment became part of the state consti-
tution in 1998.

$22,430.96 OR $29,907.95 FOR GENERAL EX-
PENSES – Each representative also receives an annual 
general expense pay allowance of $22,430.96 for mem-
bers who live within a 50-mile radius of the Statehouse 
and $29,907.95 for those who are located outside of that 
radius.

This separate, flat rate expense allowance is taxable as in-
come. It is designed to pay for some of the costs of rep-
resentatives’ district offices and other expenses including 

contributions to local civic groups and the printing and 
mailing of newsletters. Representatives are not required 
to submit an accounting of how they spend the money, 
but they are allowed to deduct any expenses, permitted 
under federal law, from their gross income on their federal 
and state tax return.

EXTRA PAY FOR 108 REPRESENTATIVES – One 
hundred and eight of the state’s 160 representatives re-
ceive an additional stipend, ranging from $7,776.07 to 
$119,631.81, above the $82,044.31 base salary, for their 
positions in the Democratic and Republican leadership, 
as committee chairs, vice chairs and the ranking Republi-
can on some committees. The stipend is increased or de-
creased every two years based on data from the BEA that 
measures the quarterly change in salaries and wages.

House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-Quincy) the top 
Democrat, earns the highest stipend of any represen-
tatives: $119,631.81. House Minority Leader Brad 
Jones (R-North Reading), the top Republican, earns an 
$89,723.85 stipend.

Here are the top five representatives who are paid the 
highest salaries including the three categories of base pay, 
stipends and general expense pay allowance:

Reps. Ronald Mariano (D-Quincy) $224,107.08; Aar-
on Michlewitz (D-Boston) $201,676.11; Bradley Jones 
(R-North Reading) $194,199.12; Michael Moran 
(D-Brighton) $194,199.12; and Kate Hogan (D-Stow) 
$179,245.15.

The 34 representatives who receive the lowest salary of 
$104,475.27 are:

Reps. James Arena-DeRosa (D-Holliston); Michelle 
Badger (D-Plymouth); Michael Chaisson (R-Foxboro); 
Manny Cruz (D-Salem); David DeCoste (R-Nor-
well); Rodney Elliott (D-Lowell); Dennis Gallagher 
(D-Bridgewater); Colleen Garry (D-Dracut); John Gas-
key (R-Carver); Ryan Hamilton (D-Methuen); Tara 
Hong (D-Lowell); Vanna Howard (D-Lowell); Kris-
tin Kassner (D-Hamilton); Patrick Kearney (D-Scitu-
ate); David LeBoeuf (D-Worcester); Marc Lombardo 
(R-Billerica); Bill MacGregor (D-Boston); Joan Mes-
chino (D-Hull); John Moran (D-South End); Francis-
co Paulino (D-Methuen); Bridget Plouffe (D-Brock-
ton); Sean Reid (D-Lynn); Amy Sangiolo (D-Newton); 
Margaret Scarsdale (D-Pepperell); Gregory Schwartz 
(D-Newton); Danillo Sena (D-Acton); Dawne Shand 
(D-Newburyport); Priscila Sousa (D-Framingham); Al-
yson Sullivan-Almeida (R-Abington); Kenneth Sweezey 
(R-Hanson); Joshua Tarsky (D-Needham); Erika Uyter-

hoeven (D-Somerville); Marcus Vaughn (R-Wrentham); 
and Richard Wells (D-Milton).

PARKING SPACES - Legislators are entitled to a park-
ing space inside the Statehouse garage or at the nearby 
McCormack State Office Building. For 2025, the first 
$325 in monthly value of the space is a tax-free benefit un-
der federal and state guidelines that apply to all public and 
private employees, not just state legislators. Any value of 
the space above this amount is treated as taxable income.
   The value of the parking spaces in 2025 was determined 
by the Division of Capital Asset Management and Main-
tenance to be $477 per month. Based on that figure, legis-
lators would be taxed on the excess $152 monthly by the 
Internal Revenue Service and the state.

HEALTH INSURANCE – Representatives are eligible 
to choose from 11 health insurance plans offered by the 
state’s Group Insurance Commission, which manages the 
plans for 259,929 individuals—current and retired state 
workers, as well as certain municipal workers and their 
dependents.

Representatives elected on or before July 1, 2003, pay 
20 percent of the total premium and the state pays 80 
percent. Those elected to their first term on or after July 
1, 2003 pay 25 percent while the state picks up only 75 
percent. State and federal privacy regulations protect 
this information and it is not possible to obtain records 
about which plans individual legislators have purchased. 
The out-of-pocket monthly premiums paid by represen-
tatives for family plans range from $369.98 to $655.62 
per month. For individual plans, they pay from $149.82 
to $300.64 per month. 

LIFE INSURANCE – Representatives who purchase a 
health insurance policy from the state are also required to 
buy the state’s basic $5,000 life insurance policy. The costs 
for employees are based on age and whether the employee 
is a smoker or non-smoker. They range from 4 cents per 
month to $2.49 per month. The same 20/80 25/75 formu-
la used for health insurance also applies to this life insur-
ance. Representatives also have the option to buy additional 
life insurance with a value of up to eight times their salary 
– up to a maximum of $1.5 million. The entire premium 
for the optional insurance is paid by the representative.

LONG-TERM DISABILITY INSURANCE AND 
HEALTH CARE SPENDING ACCOUNT – Rep-
resentatives also have the option to open a Health Care 
Spending Account (HCSA) and Dependent Care Assis-
tance Program (DCAP), and to buy long-term disability 
insurance. The HCSA allows representatives to set aside 
funds to pay for out-of-pocket health Continued on page 16
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this week. We hope she has a great cele-
bration. Happy birthday to Dennis Sul-
livan. We wish him a great birthday. We 
wish all of our Facebook friends, such as 
Rose Lister,George Sharpe,Charlotte 
Scanzillo Perkins,Ginny Atwater,Linda 
Beeb,Barb Balkwill,G.p. Redmond,-
Claire D’Anna,Eric Pedro Sr.,Johnny 
Ferola,Karen Mancini and Jack Costello 
a very happy birthday. We hope everyone 
has a great day. To all the others we may 
have missed, we sincerely wish them the 
very best of birthdays.

***********************************
Somerville Open Studios 2025 will 
take place on Saturday and Sunday, May 

3–4, from 12 to 6 p.m. each day, at artists’ 
studios and homes throughout Somer-
ville. Nearly 400 artists in 118 locations 
citywide will open their studios to the 
public. Map, artist, and (soon) trolley info 
at https://www.somervilleopenstudios.
org/. The SOS First Look Show at the 
Somerville Museum will be open from 
April 24 through May 17.

***********************************
The Somerville Open Studios 2025 
Fashion Show takes place on May 
2 at the Crystal Ballroom in Davis 
Square. Doors open at 6 p.m. for cock-
tail hour, and the wearable art fashion 
show begins at 7 p.m. Free to all, open 

seating. RSVP here: https://www.
somervilleopenstudios.org/artwear-
the-sos-2025-fashion-show/

***********************************
The City is hiring Somerville high school 
students for opportunities across the city. 
Applicants must be Somerville residents 
and at least 14 years of age by May 4. 
Summer jobs require approx. 20 hours 
per week for six weeks starting in July. 
Learn more and apply now here https://
www.somervillema.gov/departments/
programs/mayors-jobs-program

***********************************
Interested in trying out city biking? On  
May 5 from 6-8pm visit the Alley @

somernova (24 Dane Street) for a be-
ginner friendly workshop and bike ride 
through Somerville. @massbike will be 
leading a workshop on riding a bike in 
Somerville. Learn how to navigate the 
city streets, safety 101, and street eti-
quette. The workshop will be followed 
by a short bike ride. If you don’t have a 
bike that’s ok, free blue bike codes will 
be provided! All are welcome, language 
interpretation will be provided to all 
who want it for free. To request an inter-
preter, please contact us at somerviva@
somervillema.gov or call 311 (617-666-
3311) at least 7 days before the event. 
Pizza provided.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
One thing can be said for sure about our 
great city: there is no want for creative 
energy and enterprise.

Consider all the wonderful artists who 
will be participating in this coming week-
end’s Somerville Open Studios (SOS) 
event. Artisans and crafters of seemingly 
limitless disciplines and choice of media 
work and thrive right here among us hum-
ble, regular types who wouldn’t know a 

palette knife from a chainsaw.
That’s the nicest part of it. Events like 

SOS give all of us an opportunity to peek 
in and observe how these creative types 
work and live. Whether one is knowledge-
able or a newbie, there always seems to be a 
welcoming spirit that prevails throughout 
the course of the event.

And it’s not just about being a voyeur 
or casual observer either. There are also 

plenty of opportunities to “get one’s hands 
dirty” while dabbling in a particular medi-
um for the first time while taking part in 
an instructional demonstration.

And, of course, there is also the possi-
bility of making an inspired purchase and 
add something new to one’s treasure trove 
of original artwork.

SOS represents the city at its best in 
many ways. Sharp, creative minds opening 

up and reaching out to the community at 
large, while the people who make up that 
community reciprocate in kind, sharing 
their sense of appreciation for what these 
artists manage to accomplish.

Open Studios 2025 will take place on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 3 – 4, from 12 
to 6 p.m. each day. Check out this year’s 
event at https://www.somervilleopenstu-
dios.org.

Continued on page 21
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FUN & GAMES

Ms. Cam’s

#971Olio - (noun) A miscella-
neous mixture, hodgepodge

1. In which year did 
the NBA play its first 
All-Star Game?

2. Where was the first 
NBA All-Star Game 
played?

3. What Celtics player 
is tied with Larry Bird 
for the most points for 
the Celtics in a game?

4. Did Larry Bird play 
his entire career with 
the Celtics?

5. What is also 
known as Japanese 
horseradish?

6. Cavolo Nero is a 
type of which vege-
table?

7. What is the beat of 
a song is also called?

8. Which band had a 
hit Mr. Brightside?

9. What group re-
corded the song 
Dream On?

10. How many base-
ball world series’ have 
the Boston Red Sox 
won?

11. What type of car 
is Stephen King’s 
Christine?

12. What was the first 
video ever uploaded 
to YouTube?

Answers on page 14

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

MOTHER’S DAY
ACROSS

1. T. Rockwell’s “How to Eat Fried ____”

6. Pro football org.

9. Tea servings

13. Relating to axis

14. Gershwin or Levin

15. Break of day

16. Repeat, in music

17. Red Cross bed

18. Arm bones

19. Mother ____, personification of physical 

world

21. Mother ____, fictional dog owner

23. Opposite of hence

24. Sleeveless garment

25. Money source

28. Golfer’s destination

30. Pass, as time

35. “Metamorphoses” poet

37. The Beatles: “Mother ____ comes to me”

39. “The Goldbergs” sibling

40. Unacceptable, to a baby

41. Alpine singing

43. Resembling wings

44. Fill with optimism

46. Fill to satisfaction

47. Orion’s ____

48. Like funereal atmosphere

50. Lice eggs

52. Morse code dash

53. Remainder of a cigarette

55. Before skip and a jump

57. Mother of ____, a.k.a. Daenerys Tar-

garyen

61. Mother ____, Missionaries of Charity 

founder

64. PassÈ

65. Stir or fuss

67. Add together

69. Anomie, alt. sp.

70. Decompose

71. Very angry

72. Puppy sounds

73. “____ no evil, hear no evil”

74. Tennis-affected joint

DOWN

1. Took place

2. Yoked team

3. Capital of Latvia

4. Kind of ray

5. Cast-off skin

6. French Riviera city

7. “To” follower

8. Wood turning device

9. Tulip starter

10. Leo’s Karenina

11. ____ gum, food additive

12. Put metal to the pedal, p.t.

15. Difficult to detect

20. With ample space

22. Employ

24. Green and lush, as in trees

25. Mother ____, investigative journalism 

nonprofit

26. Convex molding

27. Twofold

29. Cambodia’s neighbor

31. A in UAE

32. Heaped

33. Famous Teatro alla ____

34. Mother ____, personification of planet

36. Shower with affection

38. Abominable snowman

42. River in Hades

45. Personify

49. Mother Superior is the head one at the 

convent

51. Foray

54. Former Russian leaders

56. Mother of ____, a.k.a. nacre

57. June 6, 1944

58. Raja’s wife

59. On the surface

60. Emeralds and rubies

61. Carrying bag

62. Hunk of something

63. Lowest female singing voice

66. Female forest ruminant

68. Archery bow wood

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. The largest bill in the United States was a $10,000 note.
2. It’s possible to turn peanut butter into diamonds.
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Mrs. Elizabeth M. (Camp-
bell) Gillis, of Somerville MA 
died Sunday (April 20, 2025) 
at Countryside Healthcare of 
Milford after a period of de-
clining health. She was the be-
loved wife of Orwell M. Gillis 
who died in 1976.

Marie was born in Somer-
ville MA, the daughter of 
the late James C. Campbell 

and the late Aldona W. (Gal-
lant) Campbell. She attended 
Somerville High School.

Marie was first employed 
as a young woman working 
at Hawks Cleaners located 
in Somerville MA. She later 
worked for many years at Tufts 
University. Elizabeth had been a 
resident of Somerville for most 
of her life and enjoyed knitting 
& crocheting.

Marie is survived by her 7 
children: Jean DeLibero of Mal-
den MA, Joan Welch of Burl-
ington MA, Susan Gillis of Mil-
ford MA, Barbara DiGregorio 
and her husband Arthur of Up-
ton MA, Paul Gillis of Cornish 
ME, MaryAnn St. Cyr and her 
husband Mark of Bolton MA 
and Timothy Gillis of Somer-
ville MA; also many grandchil-
dren & great grandchildren; her 

2 siblings: Jean Foster of Burl-
ington MA and Joan Brennick 
of Somerville MA; also several 
nieces & nephews.

Marie was the sister of the late 
James Campbell; the late Barba-
ra R. Householder; the late June 
Foster; the late Linda Fhorl; the 
late David Campbell and the 
late Margaret Campbell.

In accordance with her wishes 
cremation will take place and a 
Private Committal Service will 
be held at Woodlawn Cemetery 
in Everett MA. There are no fu-
neral home visiting hours.

Funeral arrangements are un-
der the direction of the Edwards 
Memorial Funeral Home, 44 
Congress Street, Milford MA. 
Please visit www.edwardsme-
morialfuneralhome.com for 
complete obituary & condolence 
book.

OBITUARY

Elizabeth M. (Campbell) Gillis

Curing Salts for Food 
Preservation
Over the past couple of years, I became 
interested in meat curing after check-
ing out some curing and smoking sites 
on Facebook. I did some online re-
search about the method and decided 
to give it a try.

Depending on what type of cured 
meats you want to make, the right type 
of curing salt is key. For instance, the 
two main salts are Prague Powder Pre-
mium #1, and Prague Powder Premi-
um #2. They are commonly referred to 
as pink salt. But it is important to note 
these salts are NOT Himalayan pink 
salt and should not be used as such. 
These salts can be dangerous if not 
used as directed, and should be stored 
away from any other salts and spices.

Both of these salts contain sodium 
nitrates. Prague #1 is used for mak-
ing sausage, bacon, jerky and others. 
Prague #2 which contains a higher 
content of sodium nitrate and is used 
for meat products that are air dried 

and not cooked, like salami, air dried 
ham, prosciutto, and pepperonis.

I highly recommend reading the 
link listed below for more detailed in-
formation on the chemical structures 
and how thes e and other salts work 
for meat preservation. https://barbe-
cuebible.com/2014/08/26/guide-ni-
trites-prague-powder-curing-salts/

Another great source for informa-
tion about meat curing, along with 
excellent recipes, is a book by Michael 
Ruhlman and Brian Polcyn called 
Charcuterie The Craft Of Salting, Smok-
ing & Curing (Revised & Updated).

I hope if you’re interested in cur-
ing your own meats you will give it 
a try. I can tell you, having made my 
own bacon and Canadian bacon, I’m 
hooked! Do your research and make 
up a game plan, and I promise the re-
sult will be rewarding and absolutely 
delicious! The picture here is cured 
and smoked bacon.
____________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.com/thymethief.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

Somerville Police 
Department supports

Senior Prom goers

The Somerville Police Department collected $1,400.00 along 
with seven dresses from members of the Police Department. 
Keezer’s and Men’s Wearhouse each donated two suits, and bar-
bershops and hairdressers throughout the City of Somerville’s 
business community donated two dozen haircuts. These dona-
tions were delivered to Somerville High School and will be used 
to support our Seniors and their Prom. They thank everyone 
who donated to help make the 2025 Senior Prom a success.

— Somerville Police Department
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY
PHONE: 857-488-5138

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

CAPEN COURT (667-1)
HVAC CONTROLS REPLACEMENT PROJECT

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY

THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELECTRONICALLY BID AND HARD COPY BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

Please review the instructions in the bid documents on how to register as an electronic bidder. The bids are to be prepared and submitted at www.
biddocsonline.com. Tutorials and instructions on how to complete the electronic bid documents are available online.  

GENERAL BIDS

The Somerville Housing Authority invites HVAC Contractors to submit Bid Proposals for the HVAC Controls Replacement Project at the Capen Court 
(667-1) Senior Housing Development in Somerville, Massachusetts. General bidders must be certified by the Division of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAMM) in the Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning (HVAC) category. Bidders must include a current DCAMM Certificate of 
Eligibility and a signed DCAMM Update Statement. 

The Project consists of: Removal and replacement of the existing control valves, actuators for all control valves serving existing fan coil units and 
replacement of all thermostats as noted on the plans with new. 

General Bids will be received until 2:00 PM, (local legal time) Thursday, May 15, 2025 and publicly opened on-line, forthwith.

General bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit that is not less than five percent (5%) of the greatest possible bid amount in the form of a bid bond, 
certified check, treasurer’s check or cashier’s check issued by a responsible bank or trust company made payable to the Somerville Housing Author-
ity. The Bid Deposit shall be satisfactory to the Awarding Authority and conditioned upon the faithful performance by the principal of the agreements 
contained in the Bid.

CONSTRUCTION COSTS

Construction costs are estimated to be $365,000.00

PRE-BID CONFERENCE 

A pre-bid walkthrough shall be held at the site located at 1 Capen Court, Somerville, MA 02144 on Tuesday, May 6, 2025 @ 10:00 AM. Contractors 
shall meet at the site. Contractors shall meet all COVID-19 safety requirements. 

BID DOCUMENTS AND DEPOSIT

All Bids shall be submitted electronically online at www.BidDocsOnline.com no later than the date & time specified above. Please review the instruc-
tions in the bid documents on how to register as an electronic bidder. The bids are to be prepared and submitted at www.BidDocsOnline.com. Tutorials 
and instructions on how to complete the electronic bid documents are available online (click on the “Tutorial” tab at the bottom footer).

Bid Forms and Contract Documents will be available for pick-up at www.BidDocsOnline.com (may be viewed electronically and hardcopy requested) 
or at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749 (978-568-1167)

There is a plan deposit of $50 per set (maximum of 2 sets) payable to BidDocs Online, Inc.

Deposits must be a certified or cashier’s check, or money order. This deposit will be refunded for up to two sets for general bidders upon return of the 
sets in good condition within thirty (30) days of receipt of general bids. Otherwise, the deposit shall be the property of the Awarding Authority.

Additional sets may be purchased for $50.00

Bidders requesting Contract Documents to be mailed to them shall include a separate check for $40.00 per set for UPS Ground (or $65.00 per set for 
UPS Overnight), payable to BidDocs Online, Inc.  to cover mail handling costs.

Bids and the Contract are subject to: M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J and to minimum wage rates as required by M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive, Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 1968, Equal Opportunity provisions of Executive Order 11246, Non-Discrimination provision of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Labor Standards of the Davis-Bacon Act and related acts and Contract Work Hours Standard Act, and prevailing wage determinations as issued 
by the U.S. Secretary of Labor. The work performed under this contract is funded in part through the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 
and is subject to all provisions and regulations issued pursuant to this act. 
This project is covered by Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968. 

All Bids for the project are subject to the provisions of the Massachusetts General Laws (Ter. Ed.), Chapter 149, Sections 44A to 44L inclusive as 
amended.

RIGHT OF THE AWARDING AUTHORITY TO REJECT BIDS

The right is reserved by the Somerville Housing Authority to reject any or all Bids, if it be in their interest to do so.

MINIMUM WAGE RATES

Bids are subject to the Federal Davis-Bacon wage rates and Related Acts.

4/30/25 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS 

IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US

BY 12 PM MONDAY

PHONE: 857-488-5138

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING 

& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE

MAYOR

THOMAS F. GALLIGANI, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a 
public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at 6:45pm 
on the following applications, in accordance with the Historic Districts 
Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended, 
and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. II, Chap. 7, Sec-
tions 7-16 – 7-28.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Historic 
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation. 
An audio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request 
to historic@somervillema.gov. 

TO USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5ZxAIFRMSi-ZDEC-XwRTbA

Webinar ID: 813 6889 3447

TO CALL IN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in 
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING 
COMPONENT

DETERMINATIONS OF PREFERABLY PERSERVED (STEP 2 IN THE 
DEMOLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP24-000122 - 128 Central Street
Applicant: Pro Touch Home Improvements INC – Nilton Dornelas
Owner: Nilton Dornelas
The Applicant seeks to demolish a building constructed a minimum of 
75 years ago.

Case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases.
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda (post-
ed 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or email 
historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be heard. 
Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written comments due 
to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one week prior 
to the meeting date. Email historic@somervillema.gov with inquiries.

4/30/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

IFB# 25-65
The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 

Services Department, invites sealed bids for:

Argenziano Additional/Infill Classroom

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at www.bidexpress.com,
www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids, or PCS 
Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 
02143 on or after 05/01/2025. Sealed bids will be received at above office 
until: 05/22/2025 2:00PM EST. The Chief Procurement Officer reserves 
right to reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best inter-
est of the City of Somerville would be served by so doing. 

Please contact Andrea Caruth at acaruth@somervillema.gov for more 
information. 

5% Bid Deposit required.

Andrea Caruth
Deputy Chief Procurement Officer

617-625-6600 x3400

4/30/25 The Somerville Times
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Legal Notice

The following vehicles will be sold
Pursuit to M.G.L. 255 S.39A

2002 Toyota Camry Vin# 4T1BE32K22U579252
2006 Ford E150 Vin# 1FTRE14L46DA83985

2013 Ford Taurus Vin# 1FAHP2D88DG197982
2013 Hyundai Veloster Vin# KMHTC6AD7DU142641

2004 Honda Element Vin# 5J6YH285X4L012520
2006 BMW X3 Vin# WBXPA93466WD28680

2011 Land Rover LR4 Vin# SALAK2D47BA569733
2010 Mazda 3 Vin# JM1BL1SG0A1188532

2010 Toyota Corolla Vin# 2T1BU4EE7AC290527
To satisfy the debt owed to

Cityside Enterprises Inc.
617-776-6111

4/16/25, 4/23/25, 4/30/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
KATJANA BALLANTYNE

MAYOR

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville City Council’s Land Use Committee and the Somerville 
Planning Board will hold a joint public hearing on Thursday, May 15th, 
2025 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this hearing 
will be conducted via remote participation. 

REGISTER ONLINE
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_asZV7-kwSsGCru3TkLQBig

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments concerning 
the following: 

 • Mayor Ballantyne requesting ordainment of an amendment to 
  Article 2 and Article 10 of the Zoning Ordinance to revise 
  definitions and the green score calculation of columnar trees.

Zoning amendments may be viewed online by searching the Somerville 
City Council’s online meeting calendar for the address or item number: 
https://somervillema.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Final language of the above amendments may be modified by the City 
Council during the legislative process. Persons unable to attend the 
hearing may provide comments by email to the Planning Board and the 
City Council at publiccomments@somervillema.gov. Comments must be 
received no later than 12 Noon the day of the Hearing to ensure they 
are conveyed to the Committee for inclusion with the hearing testimo-
ny. The Chair(s) may opt to extend the period for written comments, in 
which case additional comments will be accepted until the date indicat-
ed. This information can be found in the minutes of the meeting.

4/30/25 The Somerville Times

creating clothing for all body types 
and genders. She strongly advocates 
for the inclusion of all bodies within 
vintage fashion. Lexie began to ex-
plore her love for fashion at a young 
age, playing dress up in her mother’s 
clothing, but feeling excluded from 
the vintage clothing world due to the 
pieces not best suiting her height. 
This sparked her passion for alter-
ing clothing and repurposing vintage 
fabrics for her unique pieces. Using 
sourced psychedelic prints and other 
period-correct fabrics, Lexie creates 
classic 60s and 70s silhouettes, which 
are customizable for all sizes. 

When Lexie moved to Somerville, 
she fell in love with the “artsy, queer, 
and funky” inclusivity of the town. 
“You get to be who you want to be, 
and I think that’s really inspiring.” 
Just as Lexi loves Somerville, Somer-
ville has fallen in love with Lexie. 
Lexie Butterfly Vintage has become 
more than just a store but has trans-
formed into a safe space for the queer 
community in Somerville to self-ex-
press - her pieces becoming beloved 
and highly sought out - and this is 
not something she takes for granted. 

“I’m really honored by that – I 
think it’s a really great honor,” she told 
me. “I have major gratitude for that 
community to entrust me. I think it’s 
more of my duty to them to find a way 
to include everybody.” Lexie’s work 
prioritizes the inclusion of all genders, 
bodies, and price points so that there 
is something for everybody. 

Lexie is greatly inspired by the inno-
vation of a vintage garment, as well as 
the intentionality behind every quirky 
detail of the vintage items she sources. 
By focusing on inclusivity and sus-
tainability within her designs, Lexie 
can curate beautifully unique pieces 
that stay authentic to her brand. I de-
cided to ask her what she thinks about 
the current trend of minimalist cloth-
ing that contrasts her personal work 
and style preferences. 

She commented by saying that, 
although she respects minimalist 
clothing and those who choose to 
wear them, the simplistic and tai-
lored look in trendy minimalism is 
inherently upper class and alienates 
middle and lower-class individuals. 
Her mission is to include all clothing 
lovers regardless of financial privileg-
es. Additionally, she believes that her 
approach to design that starkly con-

trasts minimalism is a form of rebel-
lion against the societal assimilation 
expected in fashion and design. 

“My idea of fashion is not fashion 
at all – it’s style. It’s about what you 
like and what sparks joy for you.” 
Lexie encourages everyone to wear 
clothing that represents the individu-
al rather than encouraging shoppers 
to blend in. “Everyone was born to 
stand out, and they should own that.” 

So, I think it’s time to address the 
elephant in the room … the clown. 
If you are familiar with Lexie But-
terfly Vintage, you know that Lexie 
is very loyal to her business persona 
who dresses as a clown – bright red 
nose and all. Lexie’s company has en-
tirely embraced her clown aesthetic, 
including clowns in her logos, pieces, 
and fashion show collections. I asked 
Lexi what inspired the adoption of 
clowns into her brand’s aesthetic, and 
she answered that it was a “crime of 
opportunity.” She happened to find a 
clown suit from the 1930s and, hav-
ing never considered clown-themed 
items before, she fell in love with 
the piece. The clown suit felt right, 
and she decided to embrace it and 
incorporate details into her work. 
Not only does it match the playful-
ness of her design, but also perfectly 
captures Lexi’s natural whimsy, of 
course, making sure to include her 
iconic purple hair. 

In this year’s SOS Show, Lexie is 
working with her best friend Vic-
toria to curate a collection of pieces 
inspired by the Free Speech Move-
ment of the 60s. Using her love for 
60s political prints and silhouettes, 
the two are designing pieces that 
spotlight the political activism of the 
Free Speech Movement and other 
relevant displays of political activism. 
Of course, Lexie had to include her 

clown branding somehow, but with a 
“morbid spin”.

This year, her “Clowns in the White 
House” theme works to connect the 
past with the present through the 
repurposing of vintage fabrics to 
emphasize the repetition of history 
and not learning from our mistakes. 
She is making a statement to remind 
her audience of the political activism 
we saw in the ‘60s to inspire current 
forms of rebellion. Lexie and Vic-
toria are including incredible pieces 
that I am personally so excited to see 
in action at the upcoming show. 

Lexi herself is one of the main or-
ganizers of the upcoming Artwear: 
The SOS 2025 Fashion Show and 
is excited to show off her collection 
as well as spotlight numerous other 
local Somerville artists. The show is 
intentionally titled “Artwear” in ref-
erence to any clothing or wearable 
designs that push the boundaries of 
fashion, and the artists participat-
ing fully embraced this term within 
their pieces. The show is entirely free 
and open to all, held at the Crystal 
Ballroom in Davis Square on Fri-
day, May 2. Doors open at 6 p.m. for 
cocktail hour, and the show begins at 
7 p.m. I am ecstatic and cannot wait 
to attend and see Somerville’s textile 
artists in action. 

If you want to learn more about 
Lexie and her work, feel free to pop 
by her two locations: Bow Market 
Suite 36 and Chartreuse Microbus 
Collective inside Cafe Zing. 

Somerville Open Studios, Satur-
day and Sunday, May 3 – 4, 12 – 6 
p.m. Explore artists’ studios and meet 
visual artists living and working in 
Somerville during our annual open 
studio weekend and other events. 
https://www.somervilleopenstu-
dios.org.

Lexie Butterfly Vintage   CONT. FROM PG 1
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Liz Eldridge Announces Candidacy for
Ward 2 School Committee in Somerville

Liz Eldridge is running for Ward 2 School 
Committee to ensure every student gets 
the support they need to improve out-
comes and change trajectories.

As Chair of the Somerville Special Ed-
ucation Parent Advisory Council (SSE-
PAC), Eldridge has worked closely with 
families and caregivers to advocate for 
stronger transparency, collaboration, com-
munication, and real solutions. Under her 
leadership, SSEPAC significantly expand-
ed active membership, launched new com-
munity engagement initiatives, and built 
critical partnerships with Somerville Pub-
lic Schools to increase accountability and 
support for students and families.

“I’m a passionate parent who believes 
deeply in the possibility and potential of 
our students and schools. I’m running 
for Ward 2 School Committee because 

more than half of our students aren’t meet-
ing grade-level expectations and that has to 
change. I’m ready to do the hard work to 
improve outcomes, ensure every student gets 
the support they need, every educator has 
the resources to succeed, and every family 
and community member has a voice in shap-
ing the future of our schools,” said Eldridge.

Eldridge is not a politician, she’s a com-
munity servant and solution finder who 
has spent years advocating for Somerville 
families and students to receive an equita-
ble education. As an Emmy® award-win-
ning documentary producer, she has 
highlighted critical issues like affordable 
housing within Somerville. She also works 
part-time at a local food pantry and vol-
unteers with a writers group to uplift the 
voices of our unhoused and transient 
neighbors. Eldridge is a 2022 Peace Stu-

dio fellow, an organization that develops 
artists and journalists to inspire hope and 
catalyze transformative social change in lo-
cal communities across the U.S.

In addition to her advocacy and com-
munity service, Liz is a soon-to-be 2025 
Emerge Massachusetts alumna, partic-
ipating in an elite, highly selective 70+ 
hour training program that equips Dem-
ocratic women with the tools to run and 
win elections. Emerge alumnae have run 
and won 88% of their races in 2024.

“Our students can’t wait,” said Eldridge. 
“By working together, we can build schools 
that truly serve every student, educator, 
and family. I believe Somerville is a com-
munity of trailblazers and we can lead the 
way in public education.”

Learn more at www.LizForSomerville.
com and follow the campaign on Facebook 

at Liz Eldridge for School Committee - 
Ward 2 Somerville and on Instagram @
LizEldridgeForSomerville.

Ward 2 School Committeecandidate Liz Eldridge.

Somerville Museum presents History on the Line exhibit and map
The Somerville Museum is proud to present History on the Line: The Exhibit and Map, 
exploring the untold stories of Somerville’s revolutionary past through physical and 
digital maps and archival materials. 

Funded by the Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism’s MA250 grant program, 
this dynamic initiative brings history to life in new and meaningful ways with a map of 
over 60 historic sites in the Somerville area and an exhibit showcasing the museum’s 
sweeping archives. Join them on May 1 at 6 p.m. for an exhibit grand opening and map 
launch.

The History on the Line exhibition showcases Somerville’s history through objects from 
the museum’s collection, organized along key thematic lines. Exploring Map Lines, As-
sembly Lines, Transportation Lines, Story Lines, Family Lines, and Revolutionary Lines, 
the exhibit reveals the many revolutions and evolutions that have shaped Somerville into 
the community it is today.

Discover the changing landscapes of Somerville throughout its history, stories of the 
Revolution women’s rights and civil rights in Somervile, the wealth of innovation from Somerville companies to cottage industries. Peek into the Pantry of familiar and 
unfamiliar food products, and find an incredible number of familiar names who lived, owned businesses, or traveled through Somerville.

Alongside the exhibit, the official History on the Line Map pinpoints spaces, places, and people in the early city and in the Revolutionary War before 1800. The annotated, 
illustrated map contains 60 points of interest, and it is available in digital and paper formats. Digital and physical copies of the map are available for pickup at the Somerville 
Museum. The digital version of the map features recorded narrations from Somerville High School students. This map centers Somerville within the mainstream narratives 
of the nation’s early years, while also elucidating little-known stories.

“By focusing on Somerville’s Revolutionary past, we get a richer and more honest account of what the war meant to different people,” said Dr. Paul Polgar, a lecturer in Tufts 
University History Department. “The Revolution was not a single, unified movement; it was a series of overlapping struggles, full of ambiguity. Some fought for self-govern-
ment, others for personal freedom. Some saw economic opportunity, others faced ruin. Looking at history from this local perspective challenges us to move beyond mythol-
ogized versions of the past and reckon with the Revolution in all its complexity.”

Stephanie Marlin-Curiel, Executive Director of the Somerville Museum, comments: “The 250th Anniversary of the colonists’ fight for liberation from British rule is a mo-
mentous milestone, and we are thrilled to amplify this story with diverse voices and perspectives. Somerville’s rich history has shaped the vibrant community we know today, 
and how we tell that history will help define the future we want to create. This is an incredible opportunity to engage, reflect, and inspire– history is truly ‘on the line.’”

For over a century, the Somerville Museum has held space for the stories that shape collective history. On the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution, History on 
the Line programming channels a national story into a locally-meaningful, community-minded experience. From family-friendly events in the park to fascinating historical 
deep dives, the wide-ranging and dynamic programming provides something for everyone to enjoy.

https://www.somervillemuseum.org/



Visiting artist sprays mural in Union,
praises ‘cozy, artsy Somerville

By Jeffrey Shwom

International artist Mishiko Sulakauri de-
buted his Georgian and Somerville-influ-
enced street art outside Warehouse XI in 
Union Square last Wednesday. Sulakauri, 
a 2025 Artist in Residence at Harvard 
University’s Davis Center for Russian and 
Eurasian Studies [1], interwove home 
country influences with his newfound af-
fection for Somerville. He painted surre-
alistic sketches like a horse holding an um-
brella, Prospect Hill Tower, his signature 
inclusion of a lamb, a left-handed graffiti 
artist, and an evil, mythological dragon 
creature called a gveleshapi with Georgian 
pictograms.

His work includes pop images, a biblical 
reference to the apple from Genesis, and 
an umbrella referencing this rainy spring, 
with the intent of having something for 
everybody.

Sulakauri connects images from his 
home in Tbilisi to Somerville and his US 

experience. “We have a lot of huge wine cul-
ture in Georgia. It’s a very old ancient cul-
ture, like 8,000 years.” Hence, the fictional 
monster Godzilla is blowing fire and hold-
ing grapes over Prospect Hill Tower, and 
the first American flag raised by George 
Washington. Then, there’s the sheep riding 
the horse and a flag with the English word, 
an attempt at some animal fun.

“My surname comes from a high moun-
tainous region where there are only sheep 
and people. When I was a teenager, I start-
ed to paint the sheep all around the town 
to become some kind of an urban shep-
herd.” He was raised in the capital city and 
worked under the street name “LAMB.” 
His work with sheep was included in an 
exhibit by street artist and activist Banksy.

Before he arrived, he had different ideas 
of what he wanted to sketch. Once he got 
to the States, it all changed.

“I create my art based on my surround-
ings and based on my environment. Doing 
the sketches in Georgia, in my hometown 

of Tbilisi, was totally different, totally dif-
ferent vibes. The U.S. is a place where you 
feel a lot of freedom and you feel that you 
can… let’s say do whatever you want.” He 
wanted the newly minted characters to be 
“very surrealistic, very uh funky,” layered 
with meaning and a lot of fun. His experi-
ence in Somerville really drew him in, too.

“I love architecture. I love the rich histo-
ry that it has.” He praised “how art works 
in this neighborhood” and the great vibes. 
Recently, there was a jazz festival at Arts 
at The Armory. He realized it was right 
down the street from him. “This is good 
news when you want to receive art.” For 
him, whether it is passing by Somerville 
Theatre or hearing music at Warehouse 
XI, “as an artist and an art lover, it’s cozy to 
be so close with art.”

The mural is on display at Warehouse 
XI, 11 Sanborn Ct, down the street be-

tween The Independent and BRON-
WYN in Union Square.

This is the third Exchanging Notes 
[2] project run in partnership between 
the Somerville Arts Council and the Da-
vis Center. Last September, the cultur-
al exchange project featured “Dance and 
Drums from Somerville and Tbilisi, Geor-
gia” with dancers Claire Lane and Lasha 
Mdzinarashvili and percussionists George 
Oniani and Marcus Santos at The Hive at 
Boynton Yards. The 2023 project [3] fea-
tured writers and musicians traveling to 
each other’s countries to work on their art.
Links:
[1] https://daviscenter.fas.harvard.edu/
[2] https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
exchanging-notes/
[3] https://www.thecrimson.com/arti-
cle/2023/10/5/night-with-exchanging-
notes/

Mishiko Sulakauri’s Warehouse XI mural.                — Photo courtesy of Mishiko Sulakauri

Georgian artist Mishiko Sulakauri incorporated motifs from his home country and Somerville into he 
recently completed at Warehouse XI in Union Square last week.                   — Photo by Rachel Strutt
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled-it 
doesn't matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-866-258-
6720

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free 
Consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out 
to the beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

FOR SALE

YOU'LL WANT TO USE THIS 
TIMESHARE. Orange Lake, 
Florida. Near Disney. Weeks 8 
& 9 (February) One floor living 
with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, full 
kitchen, laundry. Purchase both 
for $19,000. Call 978.371.2442 or 
email carol@actionunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

Dental insurance from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- not just a discount plan. Get 
your free  Information Kit with 
details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-
929-9587

HOME SERVICES

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? 
Got Storm Damage? You need a 
local expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work. 
Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage 
and mold growth in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 

complete repairs to protect your 
fami-ly and your home's value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-452-1183

CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options 
like senior-living communities 
and in-home care? Caring.com's 
Family Advisors are here to help 
take the guesswork out of se-
nior care for you and your fami-
ly. Call for your FREE, no-obliga-
tion consultation:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100. Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. 

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some Restrictions Ap-
ply. Promo Expires 01/31/2024. 
1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
723-0883

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping 
and handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-877-559-8698

HUGHESNET SATELLITE IN-
TERNET Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call Today for speeds up 
to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! 
$75 gift card, terms apply. 1-877-
459-1615

SAFE STEP North America's #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe-Step 1-844-
610-9711

Prepare for power outages 

today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
re-ceive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author’s guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net.  Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 12/31/24.

Safe Step. North America's #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our free shower package & 
$1600 off - limited time!

Free high speed internet if qual-
ified. Govt. pgm for recipients 
of select pgms incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet. Android tablet free 
w/one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package 
& learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-
308-1971

Diagnosed with lung cancer 
& 65+? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. No 
obliga-tion! We've recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 
1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 

lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 
10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we're cutting 
installation costs in half and 
offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Addi-tional terms apply. 

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
re-ceive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protec-tion. Schedule free Le-
afFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.

Bath & shower updates in 
as little as 1 day! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
military discounts available. 
1-877-543-9189

Safe Step. North America's #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our free shower pack-
age & $1600 off - limited time! 
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-
1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Exp-

ertsOver $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package 
& learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. 
HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

_________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but 
rather sup-ply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card num-bers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1. 1951

2. Boston Garden

3. Jayson Tatum

4. Yes

5. Wasabi

6. Kale

7. Pulse

8. The Killers

9. Aerosmith

10. 9

11. Plymouth Fury

12. Me at the zoo

From page 8
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Money Map Tip of the Week
By Vincent Hicks, CPA

Q: Are there any practices that big busi-
nesses use that could significantly help 
me with my finances?
A: Yes – quarterly check-ins!
Big companies review their finances every 
three months to stay on track. You can do 
the same with your personal finances or 
small business!
A quarterly check-in means taking time to 
review where you stand financially – not 
just tracking numbers, but spotting oppor-
tunities and catching problems early.
Here’s what to focus on:
• Review income and expenses for trends, 
problem areas, and opportunities
• Check savings goals – emergency fund, 
major purchases, retirement
• Manage debt – pay down high-interest 
debt (like credit cards) and optimize good 
debt (like a HELOC, when used wisely)

• Shift spending from low-value items 
(like unused subscriptions) to financial 
priorities (like insurance or emergency 
savings)
• Review your credit report once a year to 
protect your financial standing
Quarterly check-ins aren’t just for CEOs – 
they’re a simple habit that can help anyone 
manage money with less stress and more 
success.

Any questions? I’d be happy to help.
I’m Vincent Hicks, CPA, based in Somer-
ville with over 20 years of experience. 
Reach out at vhicksconnect@gmail.com 
or (859) 553-0788.
_________________________________

Disclaimer: This column provides general 
financial information and should not be con-
sidered legal, investment, or tax advice. Indi-
vidual situations vary. Always consult a qual-
ified professional for personalized guidance.

Book review: ‘The Moving Finger (Miss Marple #3)’ 
by Agatha Christie

By Dennis Fischman

Anyone who has read a murder 
mystery has heard of Agatha 
Christie. Along with Dorothy 
Sayers [1], Margery Allingham 
[2], Josephine Tey [3], and some 
less-remembered authors like 
Gladys Mitchell [4], she is one of 
the British women who made up 
the Golden Age of Mystery in the 
early 20th century.

And anyone who has heard of 
Agatha Christie [5] most likely 
has heard of Miss Jane Marple. 
From her home in the little vil-
lage of St. Mary Mead, she stud-
ies human nature with a keen and 
jaundiced eye. Not for her the 
sleuthing of a Sherlock Holmes, 
nor the “little grey cells” of Chris-
tie’s other famous detective, Her-
cule Poirot. For her, it’s noticing 
how people act and react that 
reminds her of other people she 
has known, and that’s what lets 
her solve a mystery.

In this book, we meet most 

of the characters before Miss 
Marple does. They appear at 
first to be types: the injured war 
hero, his flamboyant sister, the 
doctor, the lawyer, the unworld-
ly vicar and his practical wife. 
The thing is, in this book, the 
types come to life with idiosyn-
cratic traits and hidden depths. 
That’s why the mystery works. 
You wonder, “If I misjudged 
this person the first time or two 
I met them, perhaps they have 
more secrets? Perhaps they are 
really the murderer?”

The quiet little village of 
Lymstock seems the perfect 
place for Jerry Burton to recu-
perate from his flying accident 
under the care of his sister, Jo-
anna, who would probably be 
more at home in London. They 
settle in for a round of daily 
walks and conversations with 
everyone else in the village, who 
are curious about the newcom-
ers – they don’t see many, and 
not very often, either! But soon 

a series of vicious poison-pen 
letters destroys the village’s qui-
et charm, eventually causing 
one recipient to commit suicide. 
Then another person dies.

Are the deaths related? Do 
they happen because of the accu-
sations (false or true) made in the 
letters? Who is writing them, and 
why? Which of these seemingly 
quirky people in this apparently 
bucolic town wants to kill other 
people’s reputations … or simply 
kill them?

One of the townspeople 
knows our Miss Marple and 
invites her to stay, but not un-
til three-quarters of the book 
is done. By that time, we real-
ly have come to know and care 
about the villagers and their 
visitors, and the portrait of 
their lives is the best part of the 
book. The solution – with the 
characteristic Agatha Chris-
tie twist! – is both logical and 
satisfying, but it’s also in some 
ways beside the point. So, read 

this book if you enjoy British 
mysteries, but be prepared for it 
not to follow the usual pattern 
of detective novels.

Links:
[1] https://www.goodreads.
com/author/show/8734.Doro-
thy_L_Sayers
[2] https://www.goodreads.

com/author/show/30748.Mar-
gery_Allingham
[3] https://www.goodreads.
com/author/show/44023.Jose-
phine_Tey
[4] https://www.goodreads.
com/author/show/47319.Glad-
ys_Mitchell
[5] https://www.goodreads.
com/author/show/123715.
Agatha_Christie

The Moving Finger (Miss Marple #3) by 
Agatha Christie. Harper Collins, 2012.

Dennis Fischman is a member of the 
Somerville Public Library’s Mystery 
Book Club and an inveterate reader.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1



16••APRIL 30, 2025

care expenses with before-tax dollars while the DCAP al-
lows them to set aside funds to pay for certain dependent 
care expenses with before-tax dollars. This participation 
reduces their federal and state income taxes. The entire pre-
mium for long-term disability is paid by representatives.

DENTAL AND VISION INSURANCE – Represen-
tatives are eligible to choose one of two dental/vision in-
surance plans. Current monthly employee premium costs 
paid by representatives for family plans range from $15.16 
to $20.52, while individual plans range from $4.91 to 
$6.64. All representatives pay 15 percent of the premium 
and the state pays 85 percent.

REPRESENTATIVES WHO LIVE 50 MILES 
FROM THE STATEHOUSE ARE NO LONGER 
ELIGIBLE TO PAY A REDUCED OR NO FED-
ERAL INCOME TAX ON THEIR LEGISLATIVE 
SALARY – For many years until recently, representatives 
who live more than 50 miles from the Statehouse were 
eligible for a special federal tax break. A 1981 federal law 
allowed them to write off a daily expense allowance when 
filing their federal income tax return. The complicated 
system determined a daily amount, ostensibly for meals, 
lodging and other expenses incurred in the course of their 
jobs, which can be deducted for every “legislative day.”

Under the Massachusetts Legislature’s system and sched-
ule, every day of the year qualifies as a legislative day. The 
Legislature does not formally “prorogue” (end an annual 
session) until the next annual session begins. This allowed 
representatives to take the deduction for all 365 days re-
gardless of whether the Legislature is actually meeting 
or not. Representatives did not even have to travel to the 
Statehouse to qualify for the daily deduction.

The amount of the deduction was based on the federal per 
diem for Massachusetts. It varied from year to year. The dai-
ly per diem for representatives for fiscal year 2023, the last 
year this deduction was allowed, varied in different parts of 
the state and was seasonal. It ranged from $98 per day to 
$459 per day or between $35,770 and $167,535 annually. 

Beacon Hill Roll Call’s research indicated that in fiscal year 
2023, 41 of the state’s 160 representatives lived more than 
50 miles from the Statehouse, qualified for this deduction 
and were eligible to pay a reduced or no federal income tax 
on their legislative salaries.

REPRESENTATIVES ARE NO LONGER ELIGI-
BLE FOR PER DIEMS - Legislators are no longer enti-
tled to collect “per diems” to reimburse them for mileage, 
meals and lodging expenses for travel from their home to 
the Statehouse. These reimbursements were discontinued 
in 2017. They were not taxable income and ranged from 
$10 per day for legislators who reside in the greater Bos-
ton area to $82 for Western Massachusetts lawmakers 
and $100 for those in Nantucket.

TOTAL SALARY FOR REPRESENTATIVES

Here is the total annual salary for local representatives 
including the three categories of base pay, stipends and 
general expense pay allowance.

 Rep. Christine Barber $126,906.23
 Rep. Mike Connolly $112,251.34
 Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven $104,475.27

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HEARING – The Judi-
ciary Committee held a hearing on several bills including:

PROTECT SURVIVORS OF SPOUSAL ABUSE 
FROM ALIMONY PAYMENTS (S 1236) - Would 
give the courts the authority to terminate alimony pay-
ments and deny future alimony petitions if the spouse re-
ceiving the payments has been convicted of spousal abuse. 

The bill defines “abuse” as including “attempting to cause 
or causing physical harm, placing a spouse in fear of immi-
nent serious physical harm and causing a spouse to engage 
involuntarily in sexual relations by force, threat or duress.”

“Every year, more than 12 million people in the U.S. expe-
rience violence by an intimate partner,” said sponsor Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow). “Yet, in Massachusetts, it is 
possible for survivors of spousal abuse, who have already 
taken the near impossible step of leaving an abusive mar-
riage, to be required to pay alimony to their abuser after 
they escape that relationship.” He noted that he filed the 
measure to ensure that survivors are protected from fur-
ther abuse. 

DISABLED ADULTS AND CHILD CUSTODY (S 
1164) – Would prevent a parent’s disability to be con-
sidered a negative factor in determining custody or par-
enting time with a child unless there is specific evidence 
that there is a link with the parent’s disability and a child’s 
alleged harm. It must also show that this harm cannot be 
prevented or alleviated by accommodation.

“Parents with disabilities sometimes lose custody of their 
children due to their disabilities,” said sponsor Sen. Joan 
Lovely (D-Salem). “This bill seeks to address this issue by 
requiring courts to find evidence of any harms when mak-
ing custody decisions, explained in writing, and requiring 
supportive measures when appropriate that can be taken 
to avoid harm to the parents and their children. It will 
potentially help keep families together.”

DIGITAL ASSETS OF THE DECEASED (S 1048) 
– Would establish regulations over what happens to a 
decedent’s digital assets including social media, e-mail and 
online accounts.

Supporters said that people are unlikely to specifically 
designate control over these assets in a will, and compa-
nies have a patchwork of different policies on the subject 
or no policies at all. They noted that this often gives com-

panies discretion over whether to provide access to an ac-
count, and family members can be left with no ability to 
retrieve important information, particularly in the event 
of an unexpected death.

“At the moment, there is legal uncertainty about what 
happens to a person’s digital assets—their email, social 
media and other online accounts—when they pass away,” 
said sponsor Sen. Cindy Creem (D-Newton). “[The bill] 
would make it easy to determine who, if anyone, should 
have access to a deceased person’s online accounts. It 
would also establish procedures and safeguards to prevent 
inappropriate disclosure of the deceased’s private com-
munications. The legislation protects privacy while also 
ensuring that there is clarity about who may access the 
digital assets of someone who has died.”

HEALTH CARE SURROGATE (S 1047) - Would 
create a process for handling the care of incapacitated pa-
tients who don’t have a health care proxy. The measure 
would allow attending physicians to appoint surrogate 
decision makers and identifies several candidates for that 
role, including the incapacitated patient’s spouse, unless 
legally separated, parent, adult child or adult sibling.

Under current law, Massachusetts health care providers 
must go through the difficult process of seeking a judicially 
appointed medical guardian before even routine decisions 
about care can be made. Then, after a medical guardian 
is appointed, some decisions, including those related to 
transfers to nursing facilities, require additional judicial 
approval. These cumbersome processes are a disservice to 
incapacitated patients, whose care can be delayed by weeks.

A surrogate would not be empowered to make decisions 
about transferring the patient to an inpatient mental health 
facility nor be able to make any “extraordinary” decisions 
about life support, sterilization and abortion. Those deci-
sions would continue to be determined by a court.

“Massachusetts is one of only four states without a statute 
allowing for the appointment of a health care surrogate 
when an incapacitated patient does not have a designat-
ed proxy,” said sponsor Sen. Cindy Cream. “[The bill] 
would create a more practical process for making medical 
decisions in such cases, while preserving important safe-
guards. Certain decisions would still require additional 
judicial approval, ensuring continued oversight. The bill 
strikes a careful balance by allowing timely care decisions 
to be made in the patient’s best interest, while respecting 
their rights and aligning as closely as possible with their 
known values and wishes.”

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Massachusetts has some of the most beautiful state parks 
in the country, and it takes all of us to preserve them for 
generations to come. In honor of Earth Day, it’s nice to get 
outside and celebrate our natural spaces.” — Gov. Maura 
Healey who along with First Lady Joanna

Beacon Hill Roll Call   CONT. FROM PG 6
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Lydgate, visited Torbert MacDonald State Park in Medford 
to celebrate Earth Day.

“Massachusetts is hemorrhaging private sector jobs, and 
the Healey administration’s answer is to bloat the gov-
ernment at a time when our state’s fiscal wellbeing is in a 
very tenuous position. This isn’t job growth—it’s political 
insulation, and taxpayers are the ones footing the bill.” — 
Paul Craney, executive director of the Mass Fiscal Alliance on 
newly released employment data which he says revealed a net 
loss of 24,800 private sector jobs over the last year.

“When employers violate our laws, including through wage 
theft and untimely payments, workers are unfairly harmed, 
exploited and financially deprived. My office will continue 
to enforce our laws to protect and empower workers, re-
minding employers that Massachusetts is serious about 
workers’ rights.” — Attorney General Andrea Campbell an-
nouncing that Swissport, a North Carolina-based airport ser-
vices company that employs workers at Boston’s Logan Airport, 
will pay $3.1 million In restitution and penalties to resolve al-
legations, including failure to make timely payments and pay 
overtime to more than 2,000 airport workers.

“The persistent increase in antisemitic incidents over 
the past five years is a stark reminder that antisemitism 
continues to impact our communities. Particularly con-

cerning is the continued proliferation of extremist inci-
dents and the rise of attacks against Orthodox Jews. The 
alarming manifestations of antisemitism in 2024 instill 
fear and are reminders that much work remains to be 
done.” — Samantha Joseph, Anti-Defamation League New 
England’s Regional Director, on the group’s annual audit 
of antisemitic incidents reporting a total of 638 incidents 
of assault, harassment and vandalism in 2024 within the 
five-state region of Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island and Vermont. She said that this is the fifth 
year in a row that antisemitic incidents increased and broke 
the previous all-time high in 2023.

“If the MassDems care about strong leadership on issues 
like housing, the migrant crisis and the economy, their 
options are support Mike Kennealy or recruit a prima-
ry challenger to Maura Healey. She has failed miserably 
on all of the issues Massachusetts residents care about.” 
— Ben Hincher, campaign manager for Mike Kennealy, re-
sponding to Democratic Party Chair Steve Kerrigan.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many legis-
lators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of the 
Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is done 

outside of the House and Senate chambers. They note that 
their jobs also involve committee work, research, constit-
uent work and other matters that are important to their 
districts. Critics say that the Legislature does not meet reg-
ularly or long enough to debate and vote in public view on 
the thousands of pieces of legislation that have been filed. 
They note that the infrequency and brief length of sessions 
are misguided and lead to irresponsible late-night sessions 
and a mad rush to act on dozens of bills in the days imme-
diately preceding the end of an annual session. During the 
week of April 21-25, the House met for a total of seven 
minutes while the Senate met for a total of 25 minutes.

Mon. April 21 No House session
 No Senate session

Tues. April 22 House  11:01 a.m. to 11:04 a.m.
 Senate 11:11 a.m. to 11:32 a.m.

Wed. April 23 No House session
 No Senate session

Thurs. April 24 House  11:00 a.m. to 11:04 a.m.
 Senate 11:06 a.m. to 11:10 a.m.

Fri. April 25 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

MassDems LGBTQIA+ Remember
Pope Francis’s Legacy of Inclusion

The passing of Pope Francis on Easter 
Monday comes at a time of unprecedent-
ed challenges for global leadership. We, 
the elected members of the Massachusetts 
Democratic State Committee who serve 
on LGBTQIA+ Outreach, remember 
Pope Francis’s legacy of bridging divides 
between people all over the world, reserv-
ing a special place for migrants, the LGBT, 
and other marginalized communities.

“Pope Francis was a leader who chose 
bridges over barriers. His commitment to 
peace, humility, and human dignity offered 
hope to millions - especially those of us 
long pushed to the margins. He remind-
ed the world that faith can be a force for 
inclusion,” recounts Dallas Ducar, Demo-
cratic State Committeewoman and Trans 
Healthcare Policy Advocate, “May his 
legacy call us all to build a more just and 
loving future.”

Over his twelve years of service, Pope 

Francis transformed Church culture to be 
more accepting of the LGBT community 
becoming the first pontiff to “apologize” 
for the past treatment of the LGBT com-
munity, to publicly support same-sex civil 
unions, to oppose discrimination, and to 
make it possible for transgender people to 
be baptized as Catholics. Most famously, 
Pope Francis is remembered for saying, 
“Who am I to judge?” in 2013, setting a 
tone of acceptance towards the LGBT 
community, which continued throughout 
his tenure.

Democratic National Committeewom-
an Karen Payne also remembers Pope 
Francis as a positive example of global 
leadership: “Throughout his life, Pope 
Francis deeply understood his role in the 
world - as a servant to the people and a 
voice for the voiceless. He dedicated him-
self to uplifting the poor, championing so-
cial and economic justice, and promoting 

unity across communities and cultures. 
With compassion at his core, he committed 
himself wholeheartedly to bringing people 
together, fostering dialogue, peace, and un-
derstanding. He embraced the marginal-
ized with genuine kindness and humility, 
reminding the world of the power of love 
and inclusion. His legacy of service and 
compassion will forever be remembered 
and cherished by people around the globe.”

Thomas McGrath, Democratic State 
Committeeman representing the First 
Middlesex District, remembers Pope 
Francis as “a real trailblazer in reaching out 
to the LGBTQIA+ community.” Justin 
Klekota, Democratic State Committee-
man representing the Second Middlesex 
District, concurs: “Pope Francis’s legacy of 
LGBT inclusion demonstrates the pow-
er of reconciliation. For too long, LGBT 
people have been alienated from their 
communities simply for living their lives as 

they were born. Pope Francis gave back to 
an entire generation of LGBT youth their 
legitimate place in their communities and 
their families.”

Steve Kerrigan, Chair of the Massa-
chusetts Democratic Committee, added 
his sentiment: “Pope Francis showed the 
world that compassion and courage are not 
mutually exclusive. His willingness to con-
front centuries of exclusion and embrace 
those on the margins was a beacon of hope 
and humanity. In a time when division too 
often dominates, his legacy reminds us 
that true leadership means opening doors, 
not closing them. We honor his memory 
by continuing the work of building a more 
inclusive and loving world.”

Respectfully Submitted by the Massachusetts 
Democratic State Committee LGBTQIA+ 
Outreach
April 25, 2025
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Medical Equipment Program – Through the gener-
osity of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and 
from the direction of Mayor Ballantyne, the Council 
on Aging can provide Durable Medical Equipment 
at no cost to Somerville residents. Residents with 
a documented need for medical equipment must 
be over the age of 60, or have a permanent dis-
ability, and must be otherwise unable to afford or 
access needed medical equipment. We currently 
have available: Commodes, Bath Benches, Rolla-
tor Walkers, Incontinence Supplies and Transport 
Wheelchairs (wheelchairs are intended for transport 
and are not self-propelling or self-breaking.) For 
additional information, or for an application, please 
contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Lockboxes for Seniors - What is the Lockboxes 
for Seniors program? The Lockboxes for Seniors 
program is intended to provide Police, Fire and 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) access to your 
residence in the event of an emergency where 
you are unable to open the door. A key to your 
residence will be stored in a secure metal storage 
device, like a realtor’s lockbox, at your residence. 
The access code to the lockbox will only be avail-
able to Police, Fire, or EMS personnel and used 
only during an emergency. Who is eligible? The 
program is targeted towards Somerville community 
members who live alone and are aged 65+, or those 
who are disabled and/or suffer from major medical 
illness at any age. Individuals living in apartment 
complexes or other facilities with maintenance staff 
are not eligible for this program. How do I know this 
is safe? A member of the Somerville Fire Depart-
ment will install and demonstrate how the lockbox 
operates and answer any questions you may have. 
The four-digit combination on the lockbox will only 
be available to respond to emergency personnel in 
the event of an emergency. Who should I contact 
for more information? For more information, please 
contact Debby Higgins at the Council on Aging via 
Email at dhiggins@somervillema.gov or by telephone 
at (617) 625-6600 ext. 2321. There is no charge 
to participate in the program if you meet the estab-
lished target criteria. The Council on Aging will verify 
eligibility for services. This program is designed for 
those who are at most significant risk for falls or have 
limited mobility. All participants will be required to 
provide a spare house key to be used in the lock box 
as well as a safety inspection of the property.
 
Let’s Celebrate Older Americans Month – Thurs-
day, May 1st starting at 11:00 a.m. at the Dilboy 
Post located at 351 Summer Street. Doors open at 
10:15 a.m. $10. per person. Lunch will be stuffed 
chicken, salad and vegetables. The 2025 theme, 
Flip the Script on Aging, focuses on transforming 
how society perceives, talks about and approaches 
aging. We encourage individuals and communities 
to challenge stereotypes and dispel misconceptions. 
Reserve your spot for the event and lunch by calling 
Debby Higgins on 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Cultural Event Series – Tuesday, May 13th starting 
at 1:00 p.m. at our Holland Street Center. Marcus 

Santos from Grooversity Global Drumming Net-
work will lead this hands-on interactive, multicul-
tural show, showcasing a friendly body movement 
adaptation of traditional rhythms and dances from 
different countries. Lunch will be provided by City 
Fresh Catering and will be served at noon. $3. Per 
person. RSVP to Debby Higgins by calling 617-
625-6600, ext. 2323 or email Debby at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

Asian Tea - Chronic Disease Self-Management 
Program – Mondays, May 5th and 12th starting 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Ralph & Jenny Center. This 
program offers supportive workshops designed 
to help participants build confidence in managing 
their health and leading active, fulfilling lives. The 
workshop will be conducted in both Mandarin and 
Cantonese. RSVP by calling Yi Lam at SomerViva, 
781-808-7346.

Portuguese Senior Coffee Social – Tuesday, May 
20th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Ralph & 
Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington Street. 
Somerviva invites you to participate in our third 
gathering of 2025. Come, drink coffee, see friends 
and talk to our staff. Special guest, artist Yumi 
Izuama, will be presenting a hands-on project. This 
event will be held in Portuguese. For more infor

Mark your calendars, the COA is hitting the road.

Day Trips

The Doobie Brothers Concert at Lake Pearl, 
Wrentham, MA – Wednesday, May 21st - $136. per 
person. Enjoy an afternoon of the Doobie Brothers 
greatest hits. Motor coach roundtrip transporta-
tion. Luncheon included. Refunds are unavailable 
after May 1st. Payments accepted by check, made 
payable to the SCOA. For more information contact 
Connie Lorenti by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Lobstahs and Laughs – Wednesday, July 16th 
- $142. per person. Featuring The Bobby Darling 
Show at Foster’s Clambake Restaurant in York, 
Maine. Motor coach roundtrip transportation. Lunch 
of either Lobster Bake or ½ BBQ Chicken. Refunds 
are unavailable after June 16th. Payments accepted 
by check, made payable to the SCOA. For more 
information contact Connie Lorenti by calling 617-
625-6600, ext. 2319.

Tom Jones Tribute Band – Thursday, August 
21st - $136. per person – at the Danversport Yacht 
Club. Motor coach roundtrip transportation. Lunch 
of Chicken Picatta or Baked Haddock. Refunds are 
unavailable after July 21st. Payments accepted by 
check, made payable to the SCOA. For more infor-
mation contact Connie Lorenti by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2319.

Fall Foliage Day Trip, New Hampshire – Wednes-
day, September 24th - $159. per person. Motor 
coach roundtrip transportation with stops at The 
Cathedral of the Pines, Lunch at the Old Mill 

Restaurant, a visit to Smith’s Country Cheeses and 
a visit to Red Apple Farm. Lunch of Baked Haddock 
or the Famous Old Mill Chicken Vegetable Pie. Re-
funds are unavailable after August 25th. Payments 
accepted by check, made payable to the SCOA. For 
more information contact Connie Lorenti by calling 
617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Always Olivia – Olivia Newton-John Tribute – 
Wednesday, October 22nd - $137. per person. At 
the Venus De Milo in Swansea, MA. Motor coach 
roundtrip transportation. Luncheon and show includ-
ed. Refunds are unavailable after September 22nd. 
Payments accepted by check, made payable to the 
SCOA. For more information contact Connie Lorenti 
by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Christmas with Tony Bennett and Barbara 
Streisand – Wednesday, December 3rd - $136. 
per person. At the Danversport Yacht Club. Motor 
coach round trip transportation, a tribute show to 
Barbara Streisand and Tony Bennett. Lunch of 
Baked Stuffed Chicken or Baked Haddock. Refunds 
unavailable after November 14th. Payments ac-
cepted by check, made payable to the SCOA. For 
more information contact Connie Lorenti by calling 
617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay connected via our Facebook page - Informative, 
entertaining, lots of photos and updates. Visit our 
page at https://www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/

Follow the Somerville Council on Aging on Insta-
gram! You can find us under the Instagram handle: 
somervillecouncilonaging If you have any questions 
or need help following us, contact Debby Higgins at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or email her at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our 
monthly newsletter, please contact Maureen Bas-
tardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen 
Bastardi at mbastardi@somervillema.gov
If you would like to become part of our Google 
Group, please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

MEAL PROGRAM
Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services Meal Pro-
gram. All are welcome! Registration is required. 
You will need to register on a weekly basis. Each 
week, on Monday or Tuesday call the COA Reser-
vation line on 617-625-6600, ext. 2323, to reserve 
your spot for the following week. Please leave your 
name, phone number and the day/days you would 
like to attend for the upcoming week. We will return 
your call to confirm your reservation by Wednes-
day afternoon. Lunches are provided by Somer-
ville-Cambridge Elder Services. Congregate Meal 
Program and catered by City Fresh. A suggested 
$3 donation for lunches. Menu Subject to Change. 
Meals served at Noon.
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Somerville community invited to Tufts Street 
reconstruction kick-off meeting 

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Ward One 
Councilor Matthew McLaughlin, and city 
staff are inviting the community to join a 
virtual community meeting about upcom-
ing construction and safety improvements 
on Tufts Street.  

The event will take place Wednesday, 
May 14, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
Visit somervillema.gov/tuftsstreet to 
learn more and attend the meeting. 

During the meeting, staff from the city’s 
Engineering Division will present infor-
mation about the project including:  

• A brief review of the project objectives 
and final design 

• An overview of the construction pro-
cess, expected impacts, and preliminary 
schedule of work 

• How residents can stay informed as 
work progress 

Following the event, a recorded presen-
tation will be available on the project web-
site. Construction is currently expected to 
begin in either late June or July. Schedules 
are subject to change due to weather or 

other factors. 
About the Tufts Street Reconstruction 

Project  
The city is repaving Tufts Street and 

reconstructing its sidewalks as part of the 
Citywide Pavement and Sidewalk Man-
agement Program (somervillema.gov/pav-
ing). As part of this effort, city staff have, 
after a year and a half of community en-
gagement, developed a new design for the 
street to make it safer and more comfort-
able for everyone.

Tufts Street is designated as a “Neigh-
borway” in the Somerville Bicycle Network 
Plan, which is a walk- and bike-friendly 
street designed to lower vehicle volumes 
and speeds.

The final design for Tufts includes:  
• Two-way connections for vehicles and 

for bikes 
• Wider sidewalks 
• Traffic calming features including 

raised crossing across Tufts Street at Glen 
Street, Dell Street, and Cross Street. 

• Landscaped areas and expanded tree 

wells to support the longevity and of 
health of trees increasing long-term shade 
coverage 

More information and visual represen-
tations of the final design are available on 
the project website at somervillema.gov/

tuftstreet.
This project is one of a series of ac-

tions the city is undertaking in pursuit 
of our Vision Zero goal of eliminating 
traffic fatalities and series injuries from 
our roadways. 

Somerville launching ‘Neighbors
Talking to Neighbors’ dialogue series 

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne is today an-
nouncing the launch of Neighbors 
Talking to Neighbors (N2N), a new City 
initiative aimed at strengthening com-
munity connections via open, respectful 
conversation, as ongoing cultural turmoil 
leads to increased feelings of isolation, di-
vision, and fear. 

The dialogue series will be led by 
Somerville’s Department of Racial and 
Social Justice (RSJ) and the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
and will offer a series of facilitated dia-
logues, trainings, and panel discussions 
focused on building understanding across 
different lived experiences. 

“As forces across the country try to 
divide us, Somerville is choosing a dif-
ferent path: one rooted in empathy, com-
passion, and community,” said Mayor 
Ballantyne. “My aim for our Neighbors 
Talking to Neighbors series is to give 
residents the tools and space to have 
honest conversations, build relation-
ships across differences, and make our 
community stronger together.” 

The pilot series will focus on four 
pressing topics to both Somerville and 
the U.S. at large: 

• Race 
• Immigration 
• LGBTQIA+ Community 
• Interfaith Relations 
Session topics were identified based on 

feedback from multiple City departments 
and partners, including the SomerViva 
Office of Immigrant Affairs, Somerville 
Public Library, Somerville Public Schools, 
and the Somerville Police Department. 
How It Works 

Each of the four sessions will be pro-
fessionally facilitated and open to all res-
idents. Participants will agree to shared 
community guidelines designed to foster 
a respectful, welcoming environment. All 
sessions are free to attend, but registra-
tion is required. Some topics will have 
separate times for youth and adults to 
facilitate age-appropriate conversations. 

Upcoming Dialogue Sessions: 
Session Topic: Race 
Date: Wednesday, May 7 

Place: Virtual  
Time:  
• Youth Session: 3 - 4:30 p.m. 
• Adult Session: 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
• Session Topic: Immigration 
Date: Friday, May 9 
Place: Virtual 
Time:  
• Youth Session: 3 - 4:30 p.m. 
• Adult Session: 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Session Topic: LGBTQIA+  
Date: Wednesday, May 14 
Place: Virtual 
Time: 
• Youth Session: 3 - 4:30 p.m. 

• Adult Session: 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
• Session Topic: Interfaith 
Relations 
Date: Wednesday, May 28 
Place: Somerville High School High-

land Forum (81 Highland Ave.) 
Time: 7:30 - 9 p.m. 

About Neighbors Talking to Neighbors 
Neighbors Talking to Neighbors is part 
of Somerville’s long-term commitment to 
fostering a connected, compassionate, and 
inclusive community. For more informa-
tion, contact the Somerville Department 
of Racial and Social Justice at rsj@somer-
villema.gov.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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On This Day in History
April 30

0313 – Licinius unifies the whole of the eastern Roman Empire under his own rule.

1527 – Henry VIII of England and King Francis of France sign the Treaty of 
Westminster.

1725 – Spain withdraws from the Quadruple Alliance.

1789 – George Washington is inaugurated as the first U.S. president.

1803 – The United States doubles in size through the Louisiana Purchase, which 
was sold by France for $15 million.

1930 – The Soviet Union proposes a military alliance with France and Great Britain.

1931 – The George Washington Bridge, linking New York City and New Jersey, 
opens.

1945 – Adolf Hitler commits suicide in his bunker.

1973 – President Richard Nixon announces the resignation of Harry Robbins 
Haldeman, John Ehrlichman, and other top aides.

1980 – Terrorists seize the Iranian Embassy in London.

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What’s an astronaut’s favorite board game?
Moon-opoly.

Somerville through
the eyes of Denise

Street scene…    — Photo by Denise Provost 

Q: I want to increase the rent on a unit. What do I need to do?

A: If your tenant has a lease and you do not have an escalator clause 
in it, you must wait until the end of the lease and then may raise the 
rent by giving 30 days notice or signing a new lease. If your tenant 
is a tenant-at-will, you must give them at least 30 days notice before 
raising the rent.

The Somerville Fair Housing Commission generally meets on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 3 p.m. online. Call 617-625-6600 ext. 2578 for the login information.

Tufts Electronic Music Ensemble: 
Back to the Future – Electronic 
Music From The ‘60s to Today

The Tufts University Department of Music presents “Tufts Electronic 
Music Ensemble: Back to the Future - Electronic Music From The ‘60s to 
Today” in the Fisher Performance Room at the Granoff Music Center on 
Thursday, May 1, at 8:00 p.m. The 10th annual concert of the Tufts Elec-
tronic Music Ensemble. 

An eclectic collection of rock, jazz, classical, and experimental music on elec-
tric and electronic instruments. Paul Lehrman, director. Music by Alexander 
Courage, Frank Zappa, Genesis, Mahavishnu John McLaughlin, Supertramp, 
Jimmy Cliff, and The Seatbelts. This event will be livestreamed at go.tufts.
edu/musiclivestream.

The Granoff Music Center is located at 20 Talbot Avenue on Tufts’ Medford/
Somerville campus. For more information, please visit go.tufts.edu/musicev-
ents or call the Granoff Music Center Box Office at 617-627-3679.
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Join Union Square Main Streets and 60+ 
of your favorite local food producers for 
the 21st Annual Union Square Farmers 
Market. Shop local Saturdays from May 
10 – October 25, except September 20, 
from 9am to 1pm on the Union Square 
Plaza. Thanks to our partnership with 
the City of Somerville and the Somer-
ville Farmers Market Coalition, they 
are proud to continue to offer our SNAP 
match. Check the market webpage for the 
latest info and to see which vendors ac-
cept SNAP. For more information about 
the Union Square Farmers Market, visit 
unionsquaremain.org/2025-season.

***********************************
The City of Somerville’s Office of Emer-
gency Management and Health and 
Human Services Department invite 
residents to attend a community listening 
session to discuss and provide feedback 
on the city’s 2024 – 25 warming center 
at the Cummings School. The meeting 
will take place on Thursday, May 8, at 
Somerville High School (81 Highland 
Ave.) from 6 to 7:30 p.m. City staff will 
be present to facilitate discussion and 
gather feedback which will be used to im-
prove future operations.

***********************************
The city’s Mobility Division has been 
collecting feedback for the Western Pearl 
Street Reconstruction project, part of 
Somerville’s Pavement and Sidewalk 
Management Program and an effort to 
increase safety for all. Now, preliminary 
design concepts are here. Community 
members are invited to an open house on 
Wednesday, May 7, at Ed Leathers Park 
(between Skilton Ave. and Walnut St.) 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. to learn more about 
the project, review concept design op-
tions, and share input. The event will fea-
ture multiple stations describing different 
aspects of the project with staff ready to 
answer questions. Pizza will be provided.
Learn more. Can’t attend the open house? 
Future opportunities to give feedback will 
be available after the open house at www.
somervillema.gov/westernpearl. 

***********************************
Joshua Sariñana’s upcoming exhibition, 
Mental Mapping, will be showcased 191 
Highland Ave., Second Floor, Suite 2A, 
Somerville. The exhibition runs through 
June 22. This exhibition delves into the in-
tersections of neuro-science, artificial in-
telligence, and visual storytelling. Mental 
Mapping explores how internal networks, 
such as memory, perception, and emotion, 
shape the way we experience and navigate 

the world. https://www.joshuasarinana.
com/mental-mapping

***********************************
Join the Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities at the first of their #Men-
talHealthAwarenessMonth events next 
Wednesday, May 7. This event will bring 
together people of all ages to discuss sup-
porting one another and how we can nor-
malize the language of mental health.
RSVP: bit.ly/HT_25

***********************************
The City of Somerville invites all res-
idents to join the waitlist. Rental units 
become available at 50%, 80%, and 110% 
of the Area Median Income. For exam-
ple, the income level is $130,250 for a 
four-person household at 80% of AMI. If 
you would like to apply for the Consol-
idated Inclusive Housing Waitlist, visit 
them  at one of our application events or 
go to www.somervillewaitlist.org  and ap-
ply before May 30.

***********************************
Kick off SustainaVille Week and join 
Somerville area climate, environmental, 
and biodiversity justice advocates and 
concerned residents to explore shared 
concerns and goals, network, and build 
resilience. This event will be held on 
Saturday, May 3, at the Somerville 
Community Growing Center (22 Vinal 
Ave.) from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Learn 
more. https://www.somervillema.gov/
events/2025/05/03/climate-conven-
ing-2025-building-somerville-areas-ca-
pacity-climate-action.

***********************************
Help celebrate e-mobility during Sus-
tainaVille Week, returning May 3 – 9, 
with a full lineup of events celebrat-
ing sustainability and climate action in 
Somerville. Community members are 
invited to participate in an E-Mobili-
ty Expo to showcase their own electric 
rides – whether it’s an e-bike, electric ve-
hicle (EV), scooter, or some other electric 
transport. The expo will take place on 
May 9 at the Day Street Lot in Davis 
Square (44 Day St.) from noon to 6 p.m.

***********************************
PorchFest 2025 will take place on Sat-
urday, May 10, from 12 to 6 p.m. (in-
clement weather date: Sunday, May 11). 
Visit https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
porchfest/ for more information. The 
PorchFest Map is live. Check out who’s 
playing, where, and when– whether it’s 
your own street or your favorite band 
across town.Stay in the loop: Text SOM-
PORCHFEST to 888777 to get emergen-

cy alerts on the day of the event. https://
somervilleartscouncil.org/porchfest/porch-
fest-listing/

***********************************
This May, the Union Square Neighbor-
hood Council is holding its bi-annual 
election for the USNC board. All mem-
bers are invited to vote in the election, as 
well as run for a board seat. (If you have 
any questions about the USNC or what 
it means to be a member, please consult 
their website at: sites.google.com/view/
usnc. The election will be held in person as 
follows: Day 1: Saturday, May 17, 8 am 
– 12 p.m., Argenziano School, 290 Wash-
ington Street. Day 2: Tuesday, May 20, 
7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m., [TBA] Somerville.

***********************************
Thinking about running for local office? 
Starting May 5, nomination papers for 
Mayor, Councilor at Large, Ward Coun-
cilor, and School Committee will be avail-
able to take out. To begin the process, 
make an appointment with the Elections 
Department to pick up your nomina-
tion papers. A separate appointment is 
required to return them. Appointments 
are available from May 5 through June 
9. Important deadlines: June 9 at 5 p.m., 
last day to take out nomination papers. 
June 11 at 5 p.m., deadline to submit 
completed papers to the Board of Elec-
tion Commissioners. For more informa-
tion, visit somervillema.gov/elections.

***********************************
Attend a School Committee Meeting. 
Dates and times for school committee 
meetings are listed on the SPS district 
website calendar. Visit the School Com-
mittee website for information and find 
meeting details on the City of Somerville 
Events page: https://somerville.k12.
ma.us/events/calendar.

***********************************
Hazardous Waste Drop-Off, Saturday, 
May 10: Next monthly Household Haz-
ardous Waste Drop-Off Day at DPW 
(1 Franey Rd., 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.)

***********************************
Street sweeping in Somerville resumed 
on Tuesday, April 1. Somerville’s street 
cleaning program is an essential public 
works program that not only keeps our 
city cleaner but also reduces the risk of 
flooding and icing due to clogged storm 
drains. Signs indicate the time and date 
of no parking due to sweeping. The street 
sweeping season runs from April 1 until 
December 31 each year. On designated 
street sweeping days, vehicles must be 
moved from the side of the street being 

swept, as noted on signs posted on each 
street. The penalty for not complying with 
street sweeping parking regulations is a 
$50 fine. Check the signs on the streets 
where you park and visit www.somervil-
lema.gov/sweeper for more information.

***********************************
Somerville Animal Control is in need of 
towels/blankets/linens. They can arrange 
a porch pickup if you message them on 
Facebook or they can be dropped off at 
the police station at any time. 

***********************************
You can download a helpful packet of 
Know Your Rights resources and in-
formation in the language of your choice 
below. Somerville Public Schools have 
also created a list of resources on the 
One Somerville Resource page, which 
can be found here https://somerville.
k12.ma.us/district-departments/somer-
ville-family-learning-collaborative-sflc/
one-somerville-resources.

***********************************
SCES is teaming up with City Fresh 
Foods to offer a five-pack of frozen 
home-delivered meals. This new meal 
delivery option is ideal for consumers 
who want the convenience of home-deliv-
ered meals but are not able to be at home 
each weekday to receive deliveries. Meal 
recipients can choose which weekday they 
would like to receive the frozen meals, 
with up to five meals in each bulk delivery. 
Each meal comes with bread, milk, and a 
dessert. Current SCES clients who are 
interested in receiving meals should call 
their office at 617-628-2601 or contact 
their case manager for more information.

***********************************
The Somerville Growing Center will 
host Earth Day: Rooted in Resilience, 
Saturday, April 26, 2 – 4 p.m., Rain 
date: Sunday, April 27. Continue to cel-
ebrate, following the morning events at 
South Street Farm with Groundwork 
Somerville. Demonstrations of vermi-
composting and making ink from natural 
materials. Explore volunteer opportuni-
ties with the Growing Center and activ-
ism with local climate and justice focused 
groups. Visit the Pollinator Gardens and 
make native seed balls. Pot up a Red Fire 
Farm herb seedling to take home (limited 
supply). Exchange garden supplies with 
other gardeners. Check their social me-
dia for updates and details! https://www.
thegrowingcenter.org/

***********************************
City Alerts are a great way for those who 
live, work, or own a

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7

Continued on page 22



22••APRIL 30, 2025

business in Somerville to receive im-
portant city information that affects 
your neighborhood. City Alerts provide 
information about emergencies (includ-
ing snow emergencies), construction and 
road closures, water service interrup-
tions, community news, and more. To 
sign up, visit somervillema.gov/alerts 
and click on the button for your pre-
ferred language. Step-by-step sign-up 

instructions are available at: somervil-
lema.gov/alerts. Having trouble signing 
up? You can call 3-1-1 (617-666-3311) 
for assistance.

***********************************
Through the generosity of the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and 
from the direction of Mayor Ballan-
tyne, the Council on Aging can pro-
vide Durable Medical Equipment at 

no cost to Somerville residents. Res-
idents with a documented need for 
medical equipment must be over the 
age of 60, or have a permanent disabil-
ity and must be otherwise unable to 
afford or access needed medical equip-
ment. We currently have available: 
Commodes, Bath Benches, Rollator 
Walkers, Incontinence Supplies, and 
Transport Wheelchairs. For addition-

al information or for an application, 
please contact Debby Higgins at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2321.

***********************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our 
paper, go directly online to our website 
over to the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.
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Arbor Day Cookout at Cobble Hill Apartments
On Friday April 25, the residents of Cob-
ble Hill Apartments celebrated Arbor 
Day by preparing personal placards and 
hanging their messages on trees that are 
at risk of being cut down at 90 Wash-
ington Street. Attached is a collection of 
pictures of those who attended. They are 
most thankful for the city officials who 
attended as well.

They have discovered the following 
sustainability website that measures the 
percentage of tree canopy in local com-
munities. Its findings cannot be ignored: 
https://insights.sustainability.google/
places/ChIJZeH1eyl344kRA3v52Jl3k-
Ho?ty=2023&hl=en-US.

This website reports that the City of 
Somerville has an average tree canopy 

cover of 19%. By comparison, Cambridge 
has 30% and Boston has 27%. Perhaps 
worst of all, Cobble Hill’s census tract re-
cords only 7%.

Further impairing what is already a 
bad outcome for the neighborhood, the 
Somerville Redevelopment Authority 
(SRA) wants to develop all four acres at 
90 Washington Street. If this happens, the 
one acre that includes green space and 38 
trees will be lost for future generations of 
Somerville residents.

It is their hope the SRA will honor the 
recommendations of the 90 Washington 
Street Civic Advisory Committee and do 
all it can to preserve the green space for the 
residents of Cobble Hill, East Somerville 
and for future generations.

Orange Line service suspended between North Station and 
Oak Grove night of May 9 and every day through May 18

The MBTA is today reminding riders that Orange Line service will be suspended between North Station and Oak Grove beginning at 
approximately 8:30 PM on Friday, May 9, and continuing every day for the following nine days, May 10 – 18.

Riders can find complete information at mbta.com/PlannedWork. More information on these service changes and alternate travel 
options is below:

• Free and accessible shuttle buses will make all stops between North Station and Oak Grove.
• Riders using shuttle buses should budget ample extra travel time. For example, a rider traveling to Downtown Crossing from Oak Grove 
should budget an additional 45 – 60 minutes of travel time in addition to their regular commute.
• Express shuttle buses will also serve Oak Grove, Malden Center, and North Station.
• Accessible van service will be available on weekdays during this service change, directly serving all Orange Line stations between Oak 
Grove and North Station. Please see onsite personnel to request the accessible van.
• Riders are strongly encouraged to consider the Haverhill Commuter Rail Line for fare-free service to and from Oak Grove, Malden Center, and North Station. Regular 
fares should be purchased beyond Oak Grove.
• Travel time between Oak Grove and North Station on the Haverhill Line is approximately 20 minutes.

The service change is in place to support MassDOT’s Maffa Way/Mystic Avenue Bridge Superstructure Replacements project [4], which will replace the two deteriorated 
bridge superstructures and improve bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities.

More information is also available through in-station signage and public announcements. Transit Ambassadors and MBTA staff will be available on-site to offer informa-
tion and assistance during these service changes. Riders are encouraged to subscribe to T-Alerts or to follow the MBTA on X @MBTA for up-to-date service information.

For more information, please visit mbta.com/PlannedWork or connect with the T on X @MBTA [9], Facebook /TheMBTA, Instagram @theMBTA, Threads @themb-
ta, or TikTok @thembta.
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The Thirty-Two Directions
By CD Collins

I wake before the innocent fire of dawn, the pulsing 
tangerine sun above the chicken coop. I take a photo-
graph to send to California, letting her know about 
the grandeur of this small farm in rural Kentucky 
where you might assume you know what motivates 
the movement of the stars and the people as you 
sit on the front porch and count the ratio of cars to 
trucks. Always more trucks, some loud without muf-
flers and no one stopping them. Some trucks built so 
high up you need the running board even if you’re a 
grown man.

I waited to send the photograph until people were 
waking in California. She wrote back in response to 
the sunrise pleated by the tin roof: Dear God.

Mornings, I position myself with my prayer beads 
and the hot chocolate she’d sent the recipe for: Dark-
est chocolate, salt, MCT oil, full on milk and cream, 
cayenne, cinnamon. You can get something similar in 
the drive-up booth in the Dollar Tree parking lot.

This was the time when we hardly left our hous-
es, when we checked hourly for an opening at the 
pharmacy for a vaccination. A time we’d been told 
was coming and we may have believed, but we didn’t 
know how to trust it. A time when I didn’t see any-
one except my cousin Gordon, who showed up with 
a practically see-through bandana over his nose.

Gordon suspected they’d insert a tracker in his 
arm if he let them go through with the needle. His 
wife got the shot, though. People started falling all 
around us. We could hear the artificial breathing, the 

pale faces surfacing in our sleep.
We did not know how long it would last, or what 

transformation would arise. The Governor spoke to us 
each night. We adorned our porches with green lights 
to express honor. The wind blew from west to east.

*
Now we do not know where the wind will come 

from next as we watch the disassembling of all we’ve 
built.

Can you help us in Los Angeles? What do the Gi-
ant Flemish rabbits in cages behind the barn know as 
they huddle with their quivering nostrils?

We feared what would happen, but could not con-
ceive the speed, our feet on the ground, then steady-
ing ourselves on the running board. Our feet rising, 
floating, the ground beneath misty and distant.

We couldn’t conceive the speed nor the multitudi-
nous directions.

We knew only cardinal directions, or intercardinal 
directions, northeast, southwest.

Now they come from every direction, coming for 
the goats and fowl, coming for the rings on your fin-
gers, coming for the sunrise, coming for the day in its 
brightening and release.

Can you hear us Arkansas, can you hear us Belize?
Now we must say what we want, not turn away in 

desperate alarm.
Can you hear us Senegal, can you hear us, St. Pe-

tersburg? Can you hear us, Kyiv? Can you hear us?
We are calling.
We are listening.

*Previously published in Writer’s Hour Magazine

As a prolific author from the Boston 
area, Peter F. Crowley writes in vari-
ous forms, including short fiction, op-
eds, poetry and academic essays. His 
writing can be found in Pif Magazine, 
New Verse News, Counterpunch, Gal-
way Review, Digging the Fat, Adelaide’s 
Short Story and Poetry Award antholo-
gies (finalist in both) and The Opiate. 
He is the author of the poetry books Those Who Hold Up the 
Earth and Empire’s End, and the short fiction collection That 
Night and Other Stories.

Death

Our bodies are warm
And then they stop

Within minutes they’re as cold as snowed over 
South Dakota cornfields in the dead of winter
and as heavy as Idaho potato sacks

II.
The heart is pumping
And then it’s not

Neurons, forevermore, hold their fire
The swampy brain, fueling profusion of thought,
becomes a delectable object for the thirsty worm

III.
Everything we know evaporates
Luckily, we cannot grieve for ourselves
Others will, 
perhaps

Some, we will haunt
Until they, too, fall unto the soft clay earth
becoming ghosts in the whispering winter wind,
their ethereal spirits growing ever fainter

— Peter F. Crowley

‘The Thirty-Two Directions’
by CD Collins

LLyricalyrical

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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