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By Josie Grove

On the fourth Thursday evening of every 
month, The Loop convenes at the Arts at 
the Armory on Highland Avenue. According 
to organizer Maxwell Bailey, “The Loop is a 
monthly singer-songwriter event. It’s run by 
artists, for artists.” 

Undeterred by a boisterous event in the Ar-
mory’s main room and the shortage of nearby 
parking spaces, about a dozen people filtered 
into the dimly lit café for April’s edition of The 
Loop. Each month, between six and eight musi-
cians play twenty to twenty-five minute sets for 
the attentive audience in the café. “Any less than 
twenty minutes, and it turns into an open mic,” 
says Bailey. “But we’re trying to make a show.” 

The Loop also differs from an open mic in the 
way the singers are booked. At a typical open 
mic, musicians sign up to play on the spot, 
minutes before or even during an open mic. 
“The Loop is different than an open mic in that 
the acts are booked about a month in advance 
through the Facebook group,” said Bailey.

“Every month, we put out a

Staying in ‘The Loop’

Prateek Poddar is but one of the semi-regular singer/songwriters who grace the stage at Arts at the Armory’s 
“The Loop” event.						            — Photo by Anastasia MarkovContinued on page 15

Murphy Florist closes down after 
over 60 years, yet the scent lingers

By Douglas Yu

Tom Murphy Jr. seemed no different than on 
any of the other days he’s spent for over a de-
cade in his flower shop: he woke up early in the 
morning to select fresh and shining flowers in a 
downtown market, fielded phone calls from his 
customers, and designed flower arrangements.

But one thing made this landmark florist, 
who has been operating since 1953 in Somer-
ville, different and even sad on Saturday: old 
customers stopped by to say farewell to their 
beloved store. 

“I can’t believe it’s shutting down. It [T.F. Mur-
phy Florist] has been there forever. I’ll miss it 
so much,” a life-long Somerville resident said, 
heaving a big sigh when she passed by the fami-
ly-owned business.

T.F. Murphy Florist is located on Highland 
Avenue, just an eight-minute 

T.F. Murphy Florist is wrapping up a 60+ year run as Somerville’s premiere provider of fragrant bouquets, 
spectacularly colorful floral arrangements, and priceless memories.	                     — Photo by Douglas Yu Continued on page 9
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A candlelight vigil in remembrance of the victims of this 
weekend’s devastating earthquake in Nepal, and to sup-
port Somerville’s Nepali community members as the res-
cue and cleanup efforts continue, will take place on the 
evening of Wed., April 29. The vigil will be held beginning 
with musical selections at 6:45 p.m. on the Somerville 
High School concourse, 81 Highland Ave. If you have any 
questions, please call the Somerville Health and Human 
Services Department at 617-625-6600 ext. 4300. If you or 
someone you know is in need of mental health resources, 
contact the Somerville Trauma Response Network at 857-
221-0942. Members of the TRN will also be in attendance 
on Wednesday evening.

*********************
Ward 5 Alderman Mark Niedergang will be hosting campaign 
kickoff/fundraiser on Wednesday, April 29 from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 
at the Olde Magoun Saloon in Magoun Square, next to CVS. 
The special guest speaker will be Alderman At-Large Bill 
White with a short program starting around 6:30 p.m. Com-
plimentary food. Cash bar. The suggested minimum contribu-
tion is $50 per person, but please come and give what you can.

*********************
Patsy’s Pastry has sure raised the bar, generating many com-
ments, including over 19,000 Facebook hits with people 
from Somerville all the way out west in CA, sending their 
goodbyes to Sal, Maria, Vito and Rose, along with all the 
others. Hurry up and get your favorite desert by May 4. We 
ordered ours! The sign on the door says they will be back 
when construction is done. The owners of the development 
did offer a space to the bakery if they want it, so let them 
know this week you want to see them back.

*********************
The Holman’s building in Gilman Square is slated to be torn 
down shortly and the city is letting the MBTA handle the cost 
of the demolition. The city bought the building back in the 90’s 
when Mike Capuano was mayor, for at least a million. Too bad 
the city didn’t get any real use out of the property.

*********************
Funny, the article out of The Globe the other day about the 
amount of monies spent on snow removal in Cambridge was 
about $6M, Medford at about $4M but Continued on page 11
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TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: T.F. Murphy closing up shop

Bill &Helen Gioiosa says:

So sad, the greatest florist and a wonderful family!

Sharon (Finn) Kokoras says:

Best of Luck to you. T.F. Murphy was ALWAYS the choice when I was growing up in Somerville and long after I 

moved to Peabody. My parents always used them…. Always had the BEST Flower arrangements. Somerville will miss 

you….

Mary DiCarlo says:

thank you for all the years of great service and beautiful flowers!!

Oliver Seppo says:

Hasta la vista!

long time customer says:

Having received many gorgeous TF Murphy arrangements, I’m so sad to see the shop close. I hope you find rest and 

enjoyment in retirement! Best wishes.

Diane Mahoney says:

Sad to see the closing of another Somerville “institution”. Thanks to the Murphy family for providing great service 

throughout the years and for being there through all of the happy moments and sad ones too. Growing up, my Mom 

had Murphys phone number on the wall next to the kitchen phone and whenever someone died or ther was a special 

occasion, she’d say “call Murphys”. Enjoy your retirement – you’ve all earned it!

Susan Leyva says:

Sad to see Murphy’s go. They have been there longer than I can remember. On a positive – maybe Patsy’s can relocate 

to Highland and Willow!

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

TheSomervilleTimes.com poll of the week
In addition to breaking news, sports and opinion, TheSomervilleTimes.com also features a daily poll 
in which you, the reader, tell us where you come down on local issues. Last week’s poll concerned your 
views on whether or not you are concerned that too many small businesses are closing in Somerville. 
If you don’t agree with the results, simply log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com.

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes
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Family forever touched by 
closure of local bakery

Hubway reopens 
for 5th season in 

SomervilleBy Ted Bodenrader

Maria Cella once ventured out 
into the local workforce as a 
highly ambitious teen, hoping 
to add a little extra dough to 
her piggy bank. Little did the 
then-St. Clements High School 
freshman know that she’d soon 
be rolling it too.

“I told the guidance counselor 
at the school that I was looking 
for a summer job,” she recalls of 
that spring day in 1997. “’When 
I asked if they knew of anything, 
they sent me to Patsy’s Pastry. I 
immediately asked my mom to 
drive me there.”

The ensuing car ride from 
Medford to East Somerville 
would forever adorn the face of 
the Cella family – like a cherry 
atop a frosted cupcake. When 
Cella arrived at 182 Broadway, 
the owners of the reputable 
downtown bakery, Sal and Vito 
Ferrigno, would welcome her 
with open aprons.

“They were amazing to me,” 
said Cella, now an investments 
CPA living in Saugus. “They 
gave me a job and treated me 
like part of their family. And by 
the end of the summer, my sister 
(Teresa) was working there too.”

And over the next 18 years, the 
entire Cella clan rolled up their 
collective sleeves and helped 
to make Pasty’s Pastry one of 
the premier bakeries anywhere 
within a 100-mile radius. Broth-
ers Antonio and Angelo soon 
slung on the aprons, followed by 
mother Ilaria, an Italian immi-
grant who landed in Somerville 
in 1977. Together, they delved 
into every conceivable function 
of the Patsy’s operation, from 
dishwashing to cake decorating 
to customer service. 

Therefore, May 4 not only 
marks the closing of the Cella’s 
second home, but also a beloved 
chapter in the family’s history.

“This [closing] has been a 
while in the making,” said Maria 
of Patsy’s grand finale. “Every-
one in my family was in denial 
about it and said it would never 
happen. When we realized the 
closing was a reality, we all cried. 
Literally. It’s very sad.”

After all, Patsy’s Pastry Shop 
was a place where passion, kin-
ship, and unity came together on 
a baker’s hardwood worktable, 
holiday conversations no lon-
ger commenced across dinner 
tables, but rather behind pas-
try-laden countertops.

 “Holidays became my favorite 
time of year because we’d spent 
them at the bakery,” said Ange-
lo, who began his stint washing 

bakeware as a callow 13-year-
old, hardly strong enough to lift 
the pans he was cleaning. “It not 
only became a bond between the 
two families, but also with all 
the regular customers. We tra-
ditionally spent more time with 
them at Christmas than we did 
with our extended family. When 
we no longer opened on Christ-
mas, I honestly didn’t know 
what to do with myself.”

Angelo, who notched a law 
degree from Boston University, 
passed the bar exam last sum-
mer, an achievement that lead to 
his current position with Mor-
gan & Lewis LLP. However, one 
steamy summer day in 2014, he 
received a phone call from Sal 
Ferrigno, who was in dire need 
of a baker. Hence, Angelo imme-
diately dropped the books and 
hit the biscotti.

“And Antonio did the same 
thing,” laughs Ilaria of her eldest 
son. “He became a mechanical 
engineer, but he loved the bakery 
so much, he continued to work 
there on the weekends.”

And when it came time for Ma-
ria, the original bakery-employed 
Cella, to turn in the spatula in fa-
vor of corporate endeavors?

“That was a really tough day,” 
recalls Maria. “We sat down in 
silence when I told him I was 
leaving, and he said, ‘I am so sad 
to see you go. You are like one of 
my daughters.’ To this day, he’s 
my favorite boss I’ve ever had.”

The bond between the two 
families in an unbreakable one, 
as the Ferrignos have been a 
constant presence at Cella fam-
ily events throughout the past 

decade and a half.
“They are amazing people,” 

Ilaria said of the family, which 
includes not only Sal and Vito, 
but their wives Maria and Rose 
as well. “They’re all part of our 
family too. They threw my 
daughter and son bridal parties, 
went to their weddings, gradua-
tions – everything. I care about 
them like they’re my relatives. 
And I care about the bakery as if 
it was my own.”

“Just the fact that they never 
fired me tells you something,” 
jokes Angelo. “I probably cost 
them a few thousand in burnt 
cookies and pastries over the 
years. They were the most pa-
tient bosses you could imagine. 
Incredible people.”

But while the news of the clo-
sure struck the entire Patsy’s 
Pastry fan base like a dough roll-
er between the eyes, the Cella 
family also knows that the Ferri-
gnos’ permanent vacation is long 
overdue. Hence, the decision to 
sell the property in favor of a 
new residential apartment de-
velopment has not been met en-
tirely with such stern objection.

“It was the first job I ever had,” 
said Angelo. “So, sure, of course 
it’s very sad for all of us. We look 
at it like the end of an era. But 
on the other hand, the Ferrignos 
have a right to enjoy themselves 
too. They’ve been taking care of 
their customers for so long, it’s 
time to take care of themselves. 
And remember – they are not 
closing shop because they failed. 
They are closing because they 
succeeded.”

Leave it to Ilaria, the matriar-
chal Cella, to sum up the family 
experience in her native Italian 
tongue.

“I have been in America for 
thirty-eight years,” she says. “I 
worked at that wonderful bak-
ery for twelve years, and guess 
what? It was the best twelve 
years of my life.”

Spring is here and that means 
the return of Hubway in Somer-
ville, where the shared bike sta-
tions reopened on Friday, April 
17, as the system begins its 5th 
season.

Ten out of Somerville’s 12 sta-
tions will be available beginning 
April 17:

• City Hall: On sidewalk on 
west side of concourse

• Conway Park: On sidewalk 
adjacent to park

• Davis Square West: On the 
MBTA plaza on Holland Street

• Magoun Square: On side-
walk at Trum Field

• Packard Avenue: On street 
near Powderhouse Boulevard

• Powderhouse Circle: On 
sidewalk at Powderhouse Park 
adjacent to College Avenue

• Somerville Hospital: On 
Crocker Street/li>

• Teele Square: On Holland 
Street

• Union Square: On the plaza 
adjacent to Somerville Avenue

• Wilson Square: At traffic is-
land intersection of Somerville 
Avenue and Elm Street

The Davis Square East station, 
previously located at Summer 
Street and Cutter Avenue, and 
Beacon Street station, previ-
ously located at the intersection 
with Washington Street, are on 
hold while exact location sites 
are determined.

“As we start our fifth year of 
Hubway, it’s encouraging to see 

just how much our communi-
ty has embraced bike sharing, 
but it’s not a surprise,” said 
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone. 
“In Somerville, so many of our 
residents are shifting from car 
trips to walking, transit and 
biking because they know it’s 
the healthy choice and the sus-
tainable choice. With a partner 
like Hubway, we are well on our 
way to both making Somer-
ville the number one city for 
walking and biking and to cre-
ating the kind of active and vi-
brant neighborhoods that make 
Somerville great.”

This year’s system across 
Somerville, Boston, Brook-
line and Cambridge will have 
140 stations and 1,300 shared 
Hubway bicycles. Approxi-
mately 13 stations, including 
those in Brookline and Bos-
ton that are located along the 
Boston Marathon route, will 
be re-installed after the Mar-
athon. Riders can view the 
Hubway website or use theS-
potcycle app to confirm station 
availability.

More information about 
Hubway system including sta-
tion expansions, deployments, 
and outages/closures can be 
found online atwww.thehub-
way.com, on Twitter at www.
twitter.com/hubway, and on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/Hubway.

— City of Somerville

The iconic fixture on Broadway that has affected so many lives is soon to be a thing of 
the past – and perhaps the future?	                               — Photo by Donald Norton

“I care about
them like
they’re my
relatives”
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By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Terrance Morrison, of 358 
Prospect St., Cambridge, April 
20, 9:54 a.m., arrested at 14 
Bolton St. on charges of receiv-
ing stolen property, resisting 
arrest, and assault and battery 
on a police officer, and on war-
rant charges of witness intimi-
dation, assault and battery on 
a family or household member, 
failure to stop for police, threat 
to commit a crime, resisting ar-
rest, and receiving a stolen mo-
tor vehicle.

Michael Burke, of 274 
Washington St., Cambridge, 
April 20, 7:27 p.m., arrested at 
North St. on charges of failure 
to stop for police and operation 

of a motor vehicle with a sus-
pended license.

Damon Delgaudio, of 43 
Water St., April 21, 12:41 p.m., 
arrested at 220 Washington St. 
on warrant charges of opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license, no inspec-
tion sticker, and uninsured mo-
tor vehicle or trailer.

Chavener Petion, of 115 
Pine Hill Cir., Waltham, April 
21, 9:11 p.m., arrested at 185 
Somerville Ave. on a warrant 
charge of failure of juror to at-
tend.

Noe Perez-Vasquez, of 79 
Cross St., April 22, 6:01 p.m., 
arrested at Century St. on war-
rant charges of larceny under 

$250 by false pretenses, receiv-
ing stolen property over $250, 
miscellaneous municipal ordi-
nance violation, and attempt to 
commit a crime.

Leodan Salmeron-Molina, 
of 171 Walnut St., April 22, 
9:35 p.m., arrested at 45 Mar-
shall St. on warrant charges of 
operation of a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license, tres-
passing, and operation of a mo-
tor vehicle under the influence 
of liquor.

Thomas Amado, of 46 Full-
er St., Everett, April 23, 3:15 
p.m., arrested at 220 Washing-
ton St. on a warrant charge of 
assault and battery on a family 
or household member.

A juvenile, April 23, 10:10 
p.m., arrested at 16 Beacon St. 
on a charge of indecent assault 
and battery on a person 14 or 
older.

Matthew Carey, of 18 
Lowden St., April 25, 12:51 
a.m., arrested at 22 Lowden 
Ave. on a charge of unarmed 
robbery.

Michael Magloire, of 27 
Brooks St., April 25, 1:16 a.m., 
arrested at 70 McGrath Hwy. 
on charges of receiving stolen 
property over $250 and receiv-
ing a stolen motor vehicle, and 
on warrant charges of trespass-
ing, felony nighttime breaking 
and entering, and larceny over 
$250.

Jerry Nazaire, of 15 Me-
morial Rd., April 25, 1:16 
a.m., arrested at 70 McGrath 
Hwy. on charges of receiving 
stolen property over $250 
and receiving a stolen motor 
vehicle.

Adam Nagy, of 71 Murray 
St., New York, NY, April 25, 
2:31 p.m., arrested at Profes-
sors Row on charges of dis-
orderly conduct, assault and 
battery on a police officer, and 
resisting arrest.

Peter Neusner, of 107 Pleas-
ant St., Cambridge, April 25, 
8:03 p.m., arrested at 175 
Fellsway on a warrant charge 
of felony daytime breaking and 
entering.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

A comfy snooze in a hot car
Somerville police officers on a 
morning patrol last week re-
ceived reports of a stolen car 
Lo-Jack code being transmitted 
in the area sent them on a search 
for the vehicle.

The car in question was report-
ed as coming out of Watertown.

Equipped with Lo-Jack detec-
tion gear, the officers eventually 
narrowed their search to a loca-
tion near Concord and Prospect 
Streets.

Turning down Bolton St., the 
officers spotted the car parked 
there and approached it on foot 

to investigate further.
At first, the vehicle appeared to 

be unoccupied, according to the 
officers’ reports, but as they got 
closer they observed a man, later 
identified as Terrance Morrison, 
of Cambridge, rising up from 
the back seat area, as if he had 
been sleeping there.

According to reports, Morri-
son appeared to be startled by 
the officers as they approached 
on each side of the car and 
scrambled back and forth, seem-
ingly in search of a means to 
evade capture.

Morrison eventually opened a 
door and began to exit from the 
car, apparently in compliance 
with the officers’ commands, 
police said, but instead of coop-
erating with them he reportedly 
tried bolting past them, shoving 
them aside.

The officers reportedly got 
hold of Morrison before he 
could get away, and after quite 
a bit of scuffling got him to the 
ground and handcuffed.

According to reports, Morri-
son struck at the officers several 
times as he attempted to break 

free, and was eventually given a 
shot of pepper spray as an aid in 
getting him under control.

Once secured into custody, 
Morrison reportedly apologized 
several times for what he had 
done.

Watertown police indicated 
that they wanted the vehicle 
held for fingerprint analysis, as 
there was an investigation un-
derway concerning similar car 
thefts in their area.

Watertown police also advised 
the Somerville officers that a 
search was underway for a sto-

len rosary bead necklace. Such a 
necklace was found in the back 
seat of the car that Morrison 
was discovered in.

Morrison has been charged 
with receiving stolen property, 
resisting arrest, and assault and 
battery on a police officer. In ad-
dition, he was also booked on 
warrant charges of witness in-
timidation, assault and battery 
on a family or household mem-
ber, failure to stop for police, 
threat to commit a crime, resist-
ing arrest, and receiving a stolen 
motor vehicle.

               The Norton Group | APARTMENT RENTALS

Somerville – 2 Bedrooms – 1 Bath
Four room apartment between Davis & Ball Square. Wood floors, includes heat. Available Now! $2,000

Somerville – 1 Bedroom – 1 Bath
Winter Hill third floor walk up, in residential area, off Broadway.Wood floors, older cabinet kitchen, tiled bath, house is multi and has 

a bike rack in the basement for tenants use, nice older building owned by the same family for generations. Available Now! $1,650

Somerville – 2 Bedroom – 1 Bath
Hardwood floors. Living Room, Dining Room. Kitchen and Bath. Front and back porch. 2nd floor. Gas heat, Gas stove. East Somerville,

Close to Orange line and Bus routes. Available Now! $1,600

Somerville – 2 Bedroom – 1 Bath
Recently renovated unit, wood floors, updated kitchen and bath, high ceilings, freshly painted, great residential neighborhood,

easy access to Green line and Orange line. Available Now! $1,700

Somerville – 3 Bedroom – 1 Bath

Remodeled 3 bedroom 1 bath unit in East Somerville. Washer/dryer in unit. Dishwasher, microwave. Hardwood floors. New Kitchen 
and Bath. First floor unit. Furnished. With Beds, dressers, couch. Kitchen table and tv. Close to the T. and bus route and shopping. 

Available Now! $3,500

Many others! Visit our website: www.thenortongroupre.com

The Norton Group • 699 Broadway Somerville, MA 02144  • 617-623-6600
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The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #77

A Tip of the Hat
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

While working for many years on the Somerville Fire De-
partment, I witnessed many stories, running from happy 
to sad, to unusual. Somerville‘s location is next to Boston, 
and nested between Harvard University, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Tufts University and many other 
schools. Every year this causes dozens of lost students and 
their families to canvas the city in search of their destina-
tion. When asked how to get to Harvard or Tufts, the stan-
dard firefighters’ reply was, “Study hard, sir; study hard.” 
After a laugh, they would then give the proper directions. 

One day, while at work at the Winter Hill Fire Station, a 
black limousine pulled up, and a young woman got out to 
ask for help. She had a British accent and asked for direc-
tions to Speaker Thomas “Tip” O’Neill’s home. I told her 
how to get to Davis Square and on to his house at Russell 
and Orchard Streets. To this, her and the elderly gentleman 
she was driving, both replied that I must be wrong. They 
said they had already been there, and that they were still 
looking for the “Speaker’s” home. The disagreement went 
back and forth until we realized that they were looking 
for a palatial estate. They couldn’t believe that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, the third most powerful 
man in America for ten years, lived in a very modest home 
and not a castle-like structure. The home is actually split 
in the middle by the Cambridge/Somerville city line. He 
would receive his mail and greet people at the front door 
in Cambridge and dine and sleep in Somerville, all under 
the same roof. 

The Tip we knew was the 
down-to earth home boy who 
every two years would walk in 
the back door of the firehouse, 
talk and have coffee with the 
guys and ask for our votes for 
another term. His visits just 
confirmed his experience that 
local politics were important. 
This was reiterated in his book, 
All politics is Local. The patri-
otic O’Neills – Tip, a North 
Cambridge boy, and his wife, 

Sporting the Fenway bling

Fraternal Chapter #136
Installation of Officers

Local well-known good guy Chris Pedersen who works over at Fenway Park sports a picture with all three Red Sox World Series 
Trophies. Were told he even has a ring but it’s probably in hiding,. We hear he’s holding on to it real tight, and he should.   Chris 
has worked over at Fenway Park now for a few years and loves his job, especially since he gets to watch parts of the game and gets 
paid for it. Now, how good is that? 						                           — By Donald Norton

Continued on page 7

By Donald Norton

This past Saturday evening at 
the Masonic Hall, 125 High-
land Avenue, the new officers of 
Somerville Fraternal Chapter 
#136 of the Order of Eastern 
Star were installed.

About 100 members and 
friends attended the 2015-2016 
Installation. A fine dinner which 
was prepared by the members.

Those installed for this year 
were Worthy Matron Mrs. 
Susan Robinson and Worthy 
Patron Mr. Michael S. Pody-
matis (Past Grand Patron of 
the Order in Massachusetts), 
along with other officers: As-
sociate Matron Mrs. Alison 

Bell, Secretary Ms. Amanda 
Bell, Treasurer Mrs. Joan Al-
bert, Conductress Mrs. Judy 
Podymatis, PM, Associated 
Conductress Ms. Sarah Don-
ovan, Marshall Mrs. Ellie 
Manning, PM, Organist Mrs. 
Shaenaus Graff, PM, Esther 
Ms. Rachel Donovan, Electra 
Ms. Valarie Donovan, Wader 
Mr. Kevin Conley & Sentinel 
Mr. William Manning.

The Installing Suite con-
sisted of Sister Jean DeSisto, 
Past Grand Matron, Installing 
Grand Patron Bro. Joseph De-
Sisto III, Worthy Grand Ma-
tron, Installing Grand Chap-
lain Sister Elaine R. Wallace, 
PGM and Installing Grand 

Marshall Sister Joan Atkinson 
PGM.

The Chapter which a few years 
ago celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary is one of Somerville’s oldest 
and most active fraternal organi-
zations and is made up of both 
women and men.

The chapter has some very 
committed members who are 
very active both locally here in 
the chapter as well as with the 
statewide organization, which 
does a lot of charitable work in 
the community.

If you would like more infor-
mation on how you can join, 
contact by email Mr. Michael 
Podymatis at mpodymai@aol.
com.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com



6••APRIL 29, 2015

The East Somerville Community School 
Phoenix News was established when the 
new school building opened in the fall of 
2013. The online student newspaper was 
named by asking students for nominations 
and then asking the entire ESCS communi-
ty to vote on the proposed names. 

This year, an afterschool club to support 

the student newspaper has been meeting 
every Thursday right after school. All inter-
ested 4th through 8th graders are welcome 
to join. In addition, all ESCS students may 
write for the Phoenix News, whether or 
not they choose to join the club. Reporters 
should give their work to their teachers or 
email it directly to kid@12zine.com.

NEWSPAPER CLUB
First Day
by Bridelia, Joseph and Idalia

Thursday, October 2, 2014. The reporters sat at a round table rolling around thinking of 
ideas and having fun in the rolling chairs. 
Briselda spilled her orange pineapple juice and asked for a new piece of paper. Are we 
rolling now? Idalia said to Alan, “You’re the first person who said my name right in their 
first try.” Joseph took a lot of pictures.
We rock! So now we are rocking and rolling.

Welcome to the Book Fair
by Kyissa A. and Kaylee E.

Welcome to the book fair! This year in November there was a book fair that has not 
been running for 5 years because the school burned down in 2007. But the best part is 
that since it did so well it might come back in May 2015. We did an interview with the 
creative mind that would bring back the book fair.

Kaylee and Kyissa: So to begin what is your name?
Founder: My name is Carly Iappine

Did you create the fair with anyone else?
I created the fair with the help of PTA

What was your motivation?
When I was little I loved book fairs but they did not have one since 2007 and I 
wanted my son to enjoy book fairs, and give precious reading memories to other 
students and children.

Do you work for Scholastic?
No I do not. I am a parent volunteer for my son Tyler Yearley in the first grade.

Is this the first year of the book fair?
This is the first book fair since 2007.

Will you be back next year or later this year?
Well we might have one in May.

Do you think the fair was a success?
Yes we raised $1,500 for the school.

Can you tell us why you think kids should come to the fair?
Well, reading is important and can help with everything  plus this generation 
is hung up on technology and kids need to know how important reading and 
books are.

If you had one word to describe the book fair what would it be?
I would say energetic because all the kids are full of energy.

2014 Wrap-Up
by Kaylee Estevao

In School

In the E.S.C.S, 2014 was pretty awesome. We had the book-fair, new teachers, field-trips 
and so much more. It was for the good and bad. 8th graders left and kindergarteners 
came in. There were many projects, dances, and awards. Many people transferred away, 
many people transferred here. From snow days to fun days, good days to bad days. Dis-
missed from sick days to appointments at the doctors. Being late to early to on-time to 
school. From test days to a day-off. This year has been fun.

Out of School

Out of school there have been good and bad discoveries. The good: The Winter Olym-
pics, The Mocking Jay, Frozen, World Cup, Flappy Bird, ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, The 
Black and White Challenge, The Sims 4, XBOX One, Minecraft, Alex from Target, 
Meghan Trainor Chipotle and much more. The bad? Ebola, Robin Williams suicide, 
bullying, ISIS, and more.

Middle School Writers’ Den at the central Somerville Public Library
Wednesdays. 6:00 PM until 7:00 PM
No meeting April 22 (school vacation)
Are you in 4th through 8th grade (or, of corresponding age)? Do you love to write? Join us at our middle 
school Writers’ Den 6:00-7:00 pm at the central Somerville Public Library. At the Writers’ Den, writers 
meet informally to share our work, workshop ideas, learn some tips, hear readings for writers, and partic-
ipate in publishing. There always is writing and discussion of writing.
Please pack a pencil or a pen, a notebook or a pad. Please also bring a short completed piece of writing.
Poetry, fiction, nonfiction, school newspaper reporting – what’s your interest?
Contact: Alan Ball, 617 636-9033, aball@tuftsmedicalcenter.org (not the library, please!)

Homework
by Kyissa Almeida and Misghana Sengal

Now everyone has an opinion about homework, what is your opinion? We think we 
shouldn’t have homework, but let’s hear both sides of the story. Let’s start with why we 
should have homework. Homework is a review and practice of what we learn during 
school hours. Homework helps us remember what we learned in school. It usually has a 
little lesson you can learn that might add to what you learn in school. So in many ways 
homework can help us advance in school.
Now let’s move on to why we shouldn’t have homework. Homework can be very stressful 
especially after a whole day of hard work in school. It means that school does NOT end 
at 2:35. It is good to focus on school and learning. It’s also nice to focus on something you 
enjoy so you can take a break from school and have fun.
Homework can cause a strain in the relationship with your parents; for example you 
might want to watch TV and your guardian might want you to do your homework and 
that is the beginning of a fight. Now we will let you decide if you want homework or not.

Welcome Brown School 6th graders
by Drea Zaniboni

Somerville, Thursday, March 12, 2015. The Brown School students have to find a new 
school for a month. They have to find a new school because the roof of the school col-
lapsed into a girls’ bathroom. It happened a couple days ago.
Everyone was lucky because no one was in the school because it was at night. It happened 
because the snow and ice just fell because it was probably really heavy.
The 6th graders are going to the East Somerville Community School. The kindergart-
eners are going to the Capuano, and the 1st through 5th graders are going to the Edgerly 
School. Now people are rebuilding the bathroom and fixing the roof, so, that’s going to 
take about a month.
Our guests will start here on Friday or Monday. Kids in the ESCS sixth grade have made 
a welcoming sign. We look forward to making new friends.

Spotlight on The East Somerville Community School Phoenix News



Spring Cleanup and Barbecue 2015
The annual Spring Cleanup and Community Barbecue this Saturday. Residents were invited to join Ward Captains and city officials in each of the city’s seven wards to help prepare the city for the spring and summer by 
planting flowers, weeding open spaces, and otherwise cleaning our community following the long winter months.  Refreshments, t-shirts, and hats were be provided to all participants from 10 a.m. to noon at all cleanup 
locations and all participants were invited to a community barbecue and SomerGreen Festival, immediately following the cleanup at the Blessing of the Bay Boathouse on Shore Drive.       — Photos/text by Donald Norton
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Millie Miller, a Somerville girl – were married on Bunker 
Hill Day, June 17, 1941, and raised their five children in 
that home. 

Welcome to America! Isn’t it great that here, a bricklayer’s 
son can climb to the heights of Washington’s leadership. 
If you drove through Cambridge during 2012, you would 
have seen large banners with the likeness of Tip adorning 
the main streets. This was for the centennial celebration of 
his birth.

From parks in Cambridge to a library at Boston Col-
lege, from the French Legion of Honor, to the Presidential 
Medal Of Freedom, and from the government buildings in 
Boston and Washington named in his honor, Tip has been 
remembered for what he did for 
Massachusetts, the nation, and 
the world. 

Congressman Michael 
Capuano of Somerville was 
instrumental in getting the 
Big Dig tunnel named the 
“Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Tun-
nel” in honor of Tip and his 
legendary career.

Historical Fact  CONT. FROM PG 5
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Our Legislators in the House and Senate for 
Somerville:

Rep. Christine Barber
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Thirty-fourth Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of all precincts in wards 4 and 5, pre-
cinct 1 of ward 7, and precinct 2 of ward 8, of the city of 
Medford, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 4, and all precincts 
of ward 7, of the city of Somerville, both in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Denise Provost
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-seventh Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of precinct 3 of ward 2, all precincts 
of ward 3, precinct 3 of ward 4, and all precincts of 
wards 5 and 6, of the city of Somerville, in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Timothy Toomey
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-sixth Middle-
sex. - Consisting of all precincts of ward 1, precinct 1 
of ward 2, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 3, and precinct 1 
of ward 6, of the city of Cambridge, and all precincts of 
ward 1 and precincts 1 and 2 of ward 2, of the city of 
Somerville, both in the county of Middlesex.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Second Middlesex. 
- Consisting of the cities of Cambridge, wards 9 to 11, 
inclusive, Medford and Somerville, and the town of 
Winchester, precincts 4 to 7, inclusive, in the county of 
Middlesex.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local representatives’ votes on two roll calls from 
prior sessions on the debate on legislative rules for when 
the fiscal 2016 $38 billion budget is debated. It was va-
cation week for students last week so, as is customary 

there were no formal sessions or roll calls in the House 
or Senate.

CONSOLIDATED AMENDMENTS (H 3399)
House 35-120, voted strictly along party lines and re-
jected a proposed GOP rule that would prohibit more 
than one consolidated amendment from being consid-
ered in a single vote.

The consolidated amendment system works as follows 
when the House is considering the state budget: Indi-
vidual representatives file dozens of amendments on the 
same general subject matters including local aid, social 
services and public safety. They are then invited to “sub-
ject meetings” at which they pitch their amendments 
to Democratic leaders who draft “consolidated amend-
ments” that include some of the individual representa-
tives’ amendments while excluding others.

Current rules allow several of these consolidated 
amendments, each on different subjects, to be lumped 
together into a single, omnibus consolidated amend-
ment and put to a vote. The proposed rule would pro-
hibit that practice.

Supporters said the omnibus consolidated amend-
ment system creates a dilemma for legislators who 
support one or more of the consolidated amendments 
contained within the omnibus consolidated amend-
ment but oppose the others. They argued members 
should have the right to vote on each consolidated 
amendment separately.

Opponents said that current rules already allow a sin-
gle member to separate his or her amendment from any 
consolidated amendment and request an up or down in-
dividual vote on that amendment.

(A “Yes” vote is for the rule. A “No” vote is against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 No
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 No
	 Rep. Timothy Toomey	 No

ALLOW TWO HOURS TO READ BUDGET 
AMENDMENTS (H 3399)
House 35-120, rejected a Republican proposal increas-
ing from 30 minutes to two hours the period given to 
legislators to read any proposed consolidated amend-
ment to the House budget prior to debate and a vote 
on it.

Supporters of the rule said these amendments are often 
30 pages long and legislators are asked to vote on them 
while the paper is still warm from the printer or copying 
machine. They said that this system is anti-democratic 
and results in members voting on something that they 
have not even read.

Opponents said the current 30-minute rule has worked 
well.

(A “Yes” vote is for the two hours. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 No
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 No
	 Rep. Timothy Toomey	 No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

MBTA CHANGES - Gov. Charlie Baker filed a bill 
to make changes in the way the MBTA operates. The 
proposal includes many of the recommendations made 
by the special panel studying ways to improve the T’s 
operation including establishment of a Fiscal Manage-
ment and Control Board and Chief Administrator to 
oversee the T’s operations and finances through 2018. 
Other provisions include creation of capital plans and 
new reporting and audit requirements.

“The T failed its stress test this winter when we need-
ed it most, exposing the deep operational problems and 
lack of planning,” said Baker. “We simply cannot afford a 
repeat and this legislation sets in motion significant re-
forms to once again deliver accountability, reliability and 
the world-class transportation system Massachusetts 
deserves.”

The bill had mixed reactions from legislators. Some 
praised the proposal while others took issue with var-
ious provisions. The next step will be a public hearing 
on the bill.

LIMIT SALE OF E-CIGARETTES - A public 
hearing was held on Attorney General Maura Healey’s 
proposed set of regulations to prevent the sale of e-ciga-
rettes to minors. Provisions include prohibiting the sale 
of e-cigarettes to anyone under the age of 18; prohibit-
ing sampling, promotional giveaways and other free dis-
tributions; prohibiting the sale of nicotine liquid or gel 
without child-resistant packaging; and prohibiting sale 
of the product in stores with vending machines available 
to persons under 18.

Dr. David Crandall, testifying on behalf of the Mas-
sachusetts Medical Society, said, “While the tobacco 
industry, and indeed, some policymakers, view e-cig-
arettes as less hazardous alternatives to combustible 
cigarettes, the Massachusetts Medical Society is among 
those that see them as a gateway product to tobacco 
abuse and nicotine addiction and support restricting 
the sale of such products.”

Retail industry representatives agreed with many of the 
regulations but expressed concern that the restrictions 
would discourage some people from quitting smoking 
and switching to e-cigarettes. “Every little barrier to 
adult access is going to mean that one or ten or a hun-
dred people who would have quit smoking don’t quit 
smoking and that’s going to kill people,” said Carl Phil-
lips, of the retailer trade group Consumer Advocates for 
Smoke-free Alternatives Association.

LIMIT JUDGES’ TERMS (S 54) - The Judiciary 
Committee held a public hearing on a proposed consti-
tutional amendment that would  limit the state’s judges 
to serving ten years, at which time they would be eligible 
for reappointment by the governor.

LIMIT EMINENT DOMAIN (H 55) - The com-
mittee’s agenda also included a proposed constitutional 
amendment  providing that “private property may be tak-
en only when necessary for the possession, occupation 
and enjoyment of land by the public at large or by public 
agencies.” The proposal also prohibits private property 
from being taken for private commercial enterprise, eco-
nomic development or any other private use without the 
consent of the owner. 

The legislation was originally filed in 2008 as a response 
to a 2008 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that allows com-
munities to seize private homes and businesses solely for
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commercial purposes. The ruling also allows states to es-
tablish laws prohibiting the practice.

REPORT DRIVERS WITH SUSPENDED OR 
REVOKED LICENSES (H 4521) - A new law that 
took effect at the beginning of April requires the Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles to notify the local police de-
partment when the driver’s license of a local resident is 
suspended or revoked. The notification is only required 
when the offense is a specific crime committed by the 
offender including vehicular homicide and drunken 
driving, and if the person is a habitual traffic offender or 
poses an immediate threat to public safety. Included in 
the notification would be the offender’s name, address, 
license plate number, type of car and driving record.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“No, I’m never running for president. I had enough trou-
ble running for governor.” — Gov. Charlie Baker during 
an interview about his first 100 days as governor.

“David Ortiz and Larry Bird.” — Two of the people ap-
pointed to serve on the board of Boston 2024 – the group 
leading the charge for Boston to host the 2024 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.

“We allege this treatment center knowingly took advan-
tage of patients by forcing them to pay exorbitant and 
unnecessary fees for opiate addiction service.” — Attor-
ney General Maura Healey on her office’s civil suit against 

North Andover’s Center for Psychiatric Medicine.

“43 percent support and 46 oppose.” — Results of a Suf-
folk University poll on whether Boston should host the 2024 
summer Olympics.

“MassHealth ... paid more than $3.5 million in ques-
tionable, unallowable, and potentially fraudulent medi-
cal claims for Personal Care Attendant services for its 
members.” — State Auditor Suzanne Bump on her audit 
of MassHealth, which provides access to healthcare services 
for approximately 1.4 million eligible low- and moderate-in-
come individuals.

“We are worried that natural gas and electric custom-
ers who have run up enormous heating bills this winter 
will miss out on financial help they are entitled to and 
have their utilities shut down. Our doors are open and 
we can help eligible families and seniors.” — John Drew, 
president of Action for Boston Community Development 
(ABCD), noting that Massachusetts residents have until 
May 15 to apply for fuel assistance to help pay their utility 
heating bills and avoid shut-off.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and  that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-

search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of April 20-24, the House met for a 
total of two hours and 19 minutes and the Senate met 
for a total of two hours and 18 minutes.

Mon. April 20	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Tues. April 21	 House 11:02 a.m. to 12:07 p.m.
	 Senate 11:04 a.m. to 12:19 p.m.

Wed. April 22	 No House session
	 No Senate session
 
Thurs. April 23	 House 11:01 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
	 Senate 11:05 a.m. to 12:18 p.m.
 
Fri. April 24	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued

walk from Davis Square. Tom 
Murphy Sr., the current oper-
ator’s father, started the flower 
shop after he came back from 
the Korean War. When Murphy 
Sr. was a child, he worked for Joe 
Howard, the florist on Broad-
way who closed his store many 
years ago.

Murphy described the cus-
tomer base that the shop has 
built over the years as incredi-
ble. “It’s sad to say goodbye to 
them. They are great customers,” 
he said. “But we’ll still run into 
them, which is the good part.”

Murphy said the primary rea-
son why the Murphy family 
recently decided to shut down 
the store is that they wanted to 
spend more time with the family. 
“Both my wife and I work seven 
days a week. We have to make 
sure of the quality of the flow-
ers we supply for all occasions,” 
Murphy said.

After pausing for a few sec-
onds, Murphy added that a fam-
ily member’s health condition 
had been declining; spending 
more time taking care of them 
seems important.

“We put in a lot of hours here, 
which we’re supposed to do to 
service our customers, but we 
can’t do both [taking care of 
family and servicing customers],” 
Murphy said, declining to detail 
his mother’s health condition 

out of respect for her privacy. 
The flower shop meant “the 

whole world to my family, 
and me” Murphy said. What 
brought joy to Murphy himself 
were the customers, ranging 
from a veteran who ordered 
bouquets for his wedding to 
someone who was on her first 
date. And each of Murphy Flo-
rist’s customers made an im-
pression on him.

Pieces of the store’s memory 
are well preserved by the Mur-
phy’s. Those include customers’ 
thank-you letters, gifts, even the 
store’s weather worn old sign, 
which was replaced about 14 
years ago. Of course, there are 
a ton of awards that once and 
forever testify T.F. Murphy Flo-
rist’s glory and reputation in the 
neighborhood as well.

T.F. Murphy Florist has a facili-
ty that extends about four-store-
fronts long, and each section is 
used for a different function: de-
sign workshop, delivery section, 
gift room and front sales area. In 
fact, the overall space is even big-
ger, since the florist has his own 
office, and the store also contains 
a huge walk-in refrigerator for 
keeping the flowers fresh.

T.F. Murphy Florist sold 
mostly flowers and plants at 
first. Over the years, it started 
selling gifts, candles, stuffed 
animals and balloons as the 

business grew. 
“People always asked me which 

flower or which item was my fa-
vorite. I like them all,” Murphy 
said, explaining there were hun-
dreds and hundreds of different 
types of plants in his store on a 
daily basis. Usually, the staff in 
the store assisted its customers 
in picking specific kinds of flow-
ers according to the occasions, 
such as weddings or funerals. “If 
we don’t have [a certain kind of 
flower], I’ll find it and get it in 
time,” Murphy added.

Tamikl Byrd, the person who 
works at the flower shop’s front 
desk doing customer service, 
is not part of Murphy’s fami-
ly. But working at the store for 
roughly six years, she felt like a 
family member. 

“This is my second family,” 
Byrd said, describing how much 
she liked working at the shop, 
especially while communicating 
with customers. Even though 
she felt sad that the store was 
closing down, Byrd said she 
had to move forward with her 
life and seek new opportunities. 
“You’ll see me crying at the end 
of the day,” she said.

Sonja Murphy, Tom Mur-
phy’s wife, told The Somerville 
Times that they were sweet-
hearts since high school, and 
they just celebrated their 30th 
anniversary on April 20. The 

Murphy’s, however, celebrat-
ed it by working at their store. 
They also skipped many family 
gatherings in the past for the 
same reason – the customers 
have their holidays too. 

“That’s what we do. We know 
how important families and 
friends are. That’s why people 
come to us,” Mrs. Murphy said. 
“Now it’s time for us to do some-
thing for our family.” 

When it comes shutting down 
their flower shop business, the 
Murphy’s shared a bittersweet 
feeling. One thing that’s certain 
is that T.F. Murphy Florist didn’t 
perish altogether when it closed 
for the last time on Saturday. 
More flowers would be delivered 
to their customers on Sunday, 
and Monday morning would 
witness the store’s last delivery 
after over 60 years of service.

On Murphy’s workshop table 

sat a foot-tall flower arrange-
ment that was decorated with 
small baby roses and Gypso-
philia, also known as baby’s 
breath. A pink silk bow was 
tied around the vase. The piece, 
which Murphy assembled the 
day before the store closed, was 
ready to be delivered. 

The scent given off by the 
plants filled the store. And soon 
enough, the Murphy’s will do-
nate many of those plants and 
flowers to local residencies and 
organizations in Somerville as 
their last expression of gratitude 
for the community support. 

What was the most special 
thing for the Murphy’s? “The 
whole thing is special: our cus-
tomers, employees, flowers and 
working with my husband. I 
can’t pinpoint one thing,” Mrs. 
Murphy said, taking a nostalgic 
look around.

Murphy Florist closes down after over 60 years, yet the scent lingers   
CONT. FROM PG 1
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The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

White House’s new chief data scientist points the 
way forward for all governments, big and small

By Joseph A. Curtatone

The data-based approach to 
improving government services 
took a big step forward earlier 
this year, when the White House 
named its first ever chief data sci-
entist and chief technology offi-
cer for data policy. In appointing 
Dr. DJ Patil to this new role, the 
Obama Administration is mak-
ing a strong statement about the 
importance of data-based man-
agement and decision-making. 
It’s not enough for government 
officials to simply advocate for 
one policy or another. We have 
to show our work. And we know 
in Somerville that sometimes 
the best solutions come from the 
community. None of that is pos-

sible unless we start with data.
We celebrate diversity of opin-

ion, but it’s important that we 
start from the same set of facts.  
That means we must start by 
collecting data and then pres-
ent it in an accessible way, so 
that everyone from the public 
to City officials can understand 
it and start delving into the con-
nections we can make between 
the numbers. That also means 
knowing the right questions to 
ask, which is why it’s import-
ant to have the right people in 
place to help us make sense of all 
these numbers. It’s why Dr. Patil 
is now the White House’s chief 
data scientist and why over a de-
cade ago we founded SomerStat, 
our Office of Innovation and 
Analytics and the first municipal 
‘stat’ program in New England.

SomerStat works with the 
head of each department to 
analyze data, measure perfor-
mance and make continuous 
adjustments to reach our goals. 
We’re not waiting until budget 
season rolls around to check our 

performance. We’re doing it in 
real-time and through regular 
stat meetings for each depart-
ment, where key managers and 
myself meet to study financial, 
personnel and operational data, 
identify opportunities for im-
provement and then track how 
those improvement plans are 
going. SomerStat launched with 
support for just six departments. 
Today, 17 City departments par-
ticipate, representing $61 mil-
lion in operating expenses.

So what has this data-based 
approach done for you? It saves 
your money and improves the 
City services you rely on. For 
instance, four years ago we 
spent $860,000 on electricity 
for streetlights. Delving into the 
data showed us that if we made 
the upfront investment and pur-
chased the streetlights from the 
utility company, we could save 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars that could be reinvested into 
our schools, roadways, public 
safety and other areas of need. 
We started making that invest-

ment and within one year saved 
more than $440,000 in electric-
ity costs. Likewise, analysis by 
SomerStat made clear that by 
switching our health insurance 
coverage to the GIC, we could 
avoid having to spend an addi-
tional $20 million on health in-
surance costs due to lower pre-
mium increases. 

Somerville has been at the 
forefront using data to make the 
lives of citizens better. On a daily 
basis, we use data for everything 
from predictive crime analysis 
and health issues such as rodent 
control to the management of 
snow removal operations and 
transportation planning. Our 
efforts are part of a burgeon-
ing nationwide movement. It’s 
why Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies launched “What Works 
Cities,” a $42 million program 
that helps provide data training 
to mid-sized cities. Bloomberg 
points to several examples of da-
ta-based management making a 
difference in the lives of citizens 
around the nation. Since New 

Orleans launched its Blight-
STAT program, using data to 
drive coordination between 
city departments and decisions 
around combatting blight, it has 
reduced the number of blighted 
residences by 10,000 and in-
creased the number of homes in 
compliance with city ordinanc-
es by 62 percent. Denver saves 
$10 million each year through 
employee-driven improvements, 
such as $145,000 saved in 2013 
through reducing the number 
of times police had to respond 
to false burglar alarms. Atlanta’s 
data-driven management pro-
gram reduced that city’s backlog 
of uninspected housing code vi-
olations by 70 percent.

These are only a few of the 
success stories from across the 
U.S. of data-driven manage-
ment systems being used to 
make government work better. 
It’s a proven approach that also 
allows residents to hold offi-
cials accountable for their per-
formance—and helps them get 
involved with 

Two nights, two meetings: Lots to think about

By William C. Shelton

Last week I went to two of the 
meetings that have proliferated 
in response to the Green Line’s 
imminent arrival, the zoning 
overhaul, and proactive efforts 
by city planners. 

Gehl Studio staff conduct-
ed the first one. They are the 
American operation of an in-
ternationally renowned urban 
design firm, retained by the 
city to solicit public participa-
tion in open-space planning. 
They are experts in studying 
people’s behavior in urban 
settings and designing public 
spaces that encourage securi-
ty, safety, engagement, sponta-
neity, and human interaction.

After an insightful and stimu-
lating presentation, they asked 
people to form small groups 
around maps of the city to dis-
cuss the qualities of their favor-

ite Somerville places and how to 
create those qualities in design-
ing new places.  

Looking around the room, I 
noticed that something like 85% 
of those present did not live here 
ten years ago. I felt a surge of fa-
miliar sorrow that I imagine is 
always with me, but that I avoid 
wallowing in. 

The people in the room were 
sincerely intent on contributing 
to the design of built structures 
that create conditions that older 
generations in Somerville much 
more effectively created through 
social structures. In addition to 
the city itself, old Somerville 
built community.

Its extensive networks of ex-
tended families, neighborhoods, 
churches, unions, fraternal or-
ders, ethnic organizations, youth 
sports, political clubs, and civic 
organizations intertwined to 
weave a strong and resilient so-
cial fabric. Those interweaving 
relationships provided multiple 
ways for people to know, under-
stand, and rely on each other. 

Through them, citizens guid-
ed the young, swiftly helped 
neighbors in need, resolved 
conflicts, and maintained secu-

rity without being aware that 
they were doing anything spe-
cial. And their public spaces 
were safe, engaging, and rich 
with human interaction.

The people in the room were 
earnestly engaged in what I be-
lieve to be a righteous endeavor 
that will ultimately benefit all 
who live in Somerville and their 
descendants. Yet most of them 
were people who came to con-
sciousness in a time and place 
where “community” has become 
a word to designate those who 
share a common demographic 
designation, or geographic lo-
cation, or artificial kinship (like 
“online community”), rather 
than each other. 

They are not particularly mind-
ful of those who will not benefit 
from their efforts—those whom 
the Siege of Somerville has dis-
placed or will displace. If they 
have an inkling of the trauma 
and “root shock” that the dis-
possessed endure, they probably 
imagine that it’s overblown. 

The taken-for-grated domi-
nant-culture ideology in which 
the newcomers became who 
they are assumes that market 
forces are equivalent to morally 

neutral forces of nature, while 
broken lives are unfortunate 
collateral damage; that market 
transactions are inviolate, while 
enduring human relationships 
are expendable.

‘Villens whose lived experi-
ence might dispute these as-
sumptions while making sub-
stantive contributions to the 
open-space planning process 
were elsewhere. Many of them 
who post to Somerville Times’ 
blog are dismissive. They view 
Somerville by Design and simi-
lar efforts as spending tax reve-
nues on nonessentials that pan-
der to affluent newcomers while 
making traffic slower, parking 
scarcer, and housing prices fur-
ther out of reach. 

I understand the hurt and an-
ger that comes through these 
posts—the perception that their 
city government has abandoned 
them like a nouveau riche hus-
band who dumps his long-suf-
fering wife in favor of a younger 
model. But I feel their absence in 
the planning of our city’s future 
to be tragic. 

During this historic moment 
of great change in our city, their 
values, lived experience, wisdom, 

and institutional memory could 
enrich the process through 
which we are planning our 
shared urban existence. New-
comers would learn from Old 
Somerville’s participation, and 
we all might discover that what 
we share is more important than 
our differences.

So I would urge government 
officials, consultants, advo-
cates, and neighbors to reach 
out and involve those who were 
born here and who built this 
city that has become so attrac-
tive to others. 

I would also urge recogni-
tion of finite limits, which was 
my takeaway from the second 
meeting that I attended. It was 
the Union Square Civic Advi-
sory Committee discussing how 
much and what kind of open 
space should be built into a revi-
talized Union Square. 

The minimum amount deemed 
acceptable by most Committee 
members was 35%, while others 
wanted more. But in the same 
conversation, some members 
opposed tall buildings, echoing 
a conversation from the Union 
Square Neighbors listserv, 
where some 

Continued on page 20

Continued on page 17
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nothing about Somerville. We heard 
sources telling us that our city spent in 
excess of $12M. It would be bad if the  
feds aren’t going to subsidize any large 
part of that amount. Again, we heard the 
state got only about $60M from the feds. 
After Boston, Worcester, Springfield, 
and some other larger cities are done 
dividing it up, we hear Somerville won’t 
get all that much. Too bad!

*********************
More and more sources are telling us 
here at The Times that the proposed 
zoning ordinance that must have cost 
the city a huge amount of money to de-
velop will die on the vine, so to speak. 
The mayor’s liaison to the Board of Al-
derman should probably brush up on 
his social skills. Someone should tell 
him the difference between the various 
branches of government! The Alder-
men don’t work for him, they work for 
the voters.

*********************
The yearly SHS Raffle is here again 
with the $10K first prize winners and 
many other prizes given away, this hard 
working Scholarship Foundation is sell-
ing tickets at $100 apiece. Send $100 
to Joseph Favaloro, P.O. Box 440275, 
Somerville 02145. The drawing will be 
held May 8 at the Highlander Café at 
Somerville High School, 7 p.m. This is a 

great local charity. They have raised over 
a million dollars in scholarship monies 
for deserving high school students. Buy 
a ticket and go enjoy the evening. It’s 
always fun, with lots of prizes for those 
who attend.

*********************
Ward 4 Alderman Tony Lafuente is 
having his third annual Cinco de Mayo 
fundraiser Party on May 6, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m., at Cantina La Mexicana in 
Union Square. Tony sure is popular. 
It seems like no one is going to run 
against him again this year. Many of us 
here at The Times reside in Ward 4 and 
we think he’s doing a great job. Join 
him, his family and friends in helping 
to kickoff his campaign.

*********************
Alderman at Large and President of the 
Board of Alderman Bill White spoke at 
the Somerville Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast this past Tuesday, and he was 
armed as you’d expect with facts and 
figures regarding the ever-changing city. 
The business community appreciated 
his candor and his knowledge, and why 
not? If you know Bill you’d expect no 
less. Some say without reservation he’s 
the smartest man in city government. 
Maybe someday he’ll run for Mayor?

*********************
Happy Birthday this week to some 

Villens and fans of The Times here 
in the city and elsewhere: A big hap-
py birthday we missed last week was 
Alderman at Large Jack Connolly. We 
wish him the very best. This week it’s 
cheers to Chip Koty, a newly wed lo-
cal nice guy. We wish him the very best 
this week. One of the owners of Ball 
Square Café, Mike Moccia, is also cele-
brating this week. Maybe he and Omar 
created a special birthday breakfast? 
Happy Birthday to Linda Beebe, who 
is celebrating this week. We wish her 
the very best. Also this week, Florence 
Pulsifer Lewis is celebrating. We wish 
her many more. A nice lady and a great 
family. Former local realtor, now one 
of the mortgage officers at Wells Far-
go, Jim Bain is celebrating this week. 
We wish him the very best as well.

*********************
What a great tribute to Tom Taylor it 
was this past Sunday. His lovely wife Ce-
lia and family had a “Celebration of Life” 
at the City Club. A huge crowd showed 
up and exchanged fond stories of Tom, 
who served our city faithfully and with 
pride for over three decades. What a 
wonderful person. God Bless to Celia 
and the Taylor family. They have many 
good memories of Tom.

*********************
The Somerville Historic Preservation 

Commission (SHPC) invites all inter-
ested residents to two free events that 
celebrate Somerville’s rich heritage. 
The official kick-off event for Somer-
ville’s Preservation Month will be the 
2015 Jane’s Walk this Sat., May 2. The 
event is part of a global movement of 
neighbor-led walking tours inspired by 
urban activist Jane Jacobs. This year’s 
walk will explore some of the hidden 
assets of Union Sq. with a leisurely 
stroll through parts of the Prospect 
Hill neighborhood. Interested at-
tendees should meet at 10 a.m on the 
Union Sq. Plaza, in front of the for-
mer police station. This event is spon-
sored by the SHPC and Union Square 
Main Streets. For more information 
about these annual walks, visit www.
janeswalk.org. On Sun., May 3, join 
the SHPC and East Somerville Main 
Streets (ESMS) for a free walking tour 
entitled “Columns, Cornices, & Cor-
ner Boards: Cherished Designs of East 
Somerville,” from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Led by 
Edward Gordon, President of the New 
England Chapter of the Victorian So-
ciety of America, the tour will step off 
from the Mt. Vernon Restaurant at 14 
Broadway and conclude with a recep-
tion of light refreshments at La Brasa 
Restaurant. In the event of heavy rain, 
the tour will be

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
It’s not as if it’s going to suddenly be-
come a ghost town. Far from it, in fact. 
Development in the city is at an all-time 
break-neck pace.

In the wake of the astonishing transfor-
mation of the Assembly Row area, plans 
are underway all over the city for renova-
tion and further development in terms of 
housing and infrastructure.

Many of us, though, are looking wistful-
ly over our shoulders and quietly yearning 
far quieter, gentler times. The soda foun-
tains in the corner drug stores. The pro-
duce vendors in the streets. To know that 
when you walked into the neighborhood 
market you could know and call everyone 
working there by their names. Their first 
names at that.

The recently announced closures of a 
couple of the city’s most venerable fami-
ly operated businesses has given quite a 
few of us cause to wonder why the com-
fort and familiarity of the past must give 
way to a seemingly colder and imperson-
al change in our lifestyles, all in the name 
of progress.

That just seems to be the way it is, and 

perhaps this is nothing new at all. Did 
our forebears lament the passing of the 
horse and buggy world they were so com-
fortable in? What did their predecessors 
decry as the times marched on.

Ultimately, we adapt and go with it, as 
we must. Still, it’s times like these when 
we can slow down a bit and consider what 
may be passing into history. Our history.

Continued on page 20
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A Celebration of 
Life and Love of 
Tom Taylor
Family, friends and colleagues of former Ward 3 Alderman Tom Taylor gath-
ered on Sunday to celebrate his life and share their common love for him.

The event took place at the City Club in Somerville, and was attended by 
people from all walks of life who were touched by his passionate commitment 
to service and good will.
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SHS varsity softball picks up pair of wins
By Tom Bannister

The Somerville Highlander 
softball team opened up spring 
vacation week with a 21-3 win 
over Pope John last Wednesday 
and added a their second of the 
season later in the week.

“It was a great way to start the 
week and a great team effort,” 
first year coach Tim Hawkins 
said of the Highlanders first win 
of the season.  “We had 12 dif-
ferent girls, every girl that went 
to the plate, score runs and seven 
girls score more than one.”

Leading the way for the High-
landers were Juniors Alyvia Bak-
er who was four for five at the 
plate with two RBI’s and 2 runs 
scored, Junior Brook Metivier 
going two for four with two runs 
and an RBI and Sophomores 
Kaleigh Conte and Emily O’Re-
gan and Giana Gomes who were 

a combined six for eleven with 8 
RBI’s and 8 runs scored.  And, 
getting her first of the season 
after coming off knee surgery, 
Joy Jarnagin, added two hits 
and two runs while Junior out-
fielder Jessica Mantia scored 
three times going one for three 
at the plate.  

Junior pitcher, Kayla Line-
han, threw all five innings al-
lowing only one hit on her way 
to her first win of the season.  
Linehan struck out six and was 
backed up by a strong defense 
that only committed one error 
in the field.

The Highlanders dropped a 
pair to Wilmington on Thurs-
day and Saturday, but split a 
doubleheader on Friday with St 
Clement picking up their second 
win of the season.  In the open-
ing game the Highlanders put 
together 10 hits but could only 

manage to push across 3 runs in 
an 8-3 loss.  The bats continued 
strong in the second game add-
ing another 17 hits, including a 
grand-slam by Alyvia Baker, and 
scoring followed as the High-
landers went on to a 19-8 win.

Freshman pitcher, Samantha 
Fitzgerald, went the distance 
and picked up her first varsity 
win.  Fitzgerald was consistent 
at the mound allowing four 
walks while the defense played 
strong behind her committing 
only two errors.  

Leading the way at the plate 

was Senior captain, Kayla O’Re-
gan, was a perfect three for three 
at the plate and scored twice.  
Senior, Briana Lino scored 
twice and had a sacrifice.  And, 
Junior, Angelica Bullen walked 
and scored twice, while playing 
strong defense in right field.  
Sophomore, Stephanie West, 
continued to hit well going one 
for two and driving in two runs 
and scoring two.  

On winning their second game 
of the week O’Regan said, “It 
made me very happy to achieve 
that so early on in the season.  

I’m proud of the way everybody 
worked together.”

 “That was a great win for 
us.  We really are a young team 
with heart and talent coming 
up.  When we are working 
hard for each other a lot of 
good things happen.”  Coach 
Hawkins said about the High-
landers second win.

The Highlanders play a pair of 
games at Trum Field this week 
returning to conference action 
on Wednesday hosting Mal-
den and finish the week against 
Matignon on Friday.

Somerville High School girls varsity softball is having a good week, according to coach Tim Hawkins.

Somerville Rocks!
Somerville Rocks! is a semiannual community-wide youth talent show for Somerville 
youth ages 12 and older. Whether you’re in a band, a solo singer, a comedian, or you have 
any other talent you want to showcase to your peers, this program is for you! Auditions 
will be held on Friday, May 1st from 2:45-4:30 p.m. in the Somerville High School band room 
(1st floor). The show will be held on Friday, May 22nd in the Somerville High School Au-
ditorium. Admission is free. For more info contact jdelponte@somervillema.gov or phone 
617-625-6600 ext. 2616 for more info.

Ms. Cam’s

#472Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  Who invented the 
safety pin?

2.  What is the Newbery 
Medal given for annually?

3.  What was Steven 
King’s first published 
novel?

4.  Which is the only state 
on the eastern seaboard to 
fall partially in the central 
time zone?

5.  What are roller coast-
ers classified as by the 
U.S. Patent Office?

6.  What are Zap, Spirit, 
Crazylegs, and Chuckles?

7.  What was Walt Dis-

ney’s original title for his 
dream world, Disneyland?

8.  What distinctive vanity 
license plates did band-
leader Lawrence Welk 
have in California?

9.  What’s the name of 
theatrical rock musician 
David Bowie’s son?

10.  How many eggs at a 
time do the most produc-
tive starfish release?

11.  In the world of hors-
es, what’s a palomilla?

12.  The Wicked Queen 
gives Snow White what to 
render her comatose?

Answers on page 17

Somerville Little League start-up
Somerville Little League will officially begin its 76th sea-
son this Saturday, May 2, with a parade, starting at the 
Somerville High School Concourse at 10 a.m. Led by 
units of the Somerville Police and Fire departments, kids 
and coaches will march down Highland Avenue to Central 
Street, to Somerville Avenue, arriving at Conway Park at 
10:30 a.m. An on-field ceremony will begin at 10:45 a.m., 
starting with the recognition of several longtime champi-
ons of Somerville Little League baseball who will be hon-
ored for their service. Somerville Police and Fire units will 
be on hand, along with the Somerville Police Honor Guard, who will present their colors. After 
the national anthem is sung, a special guest will throw the ceremonial first pitch, at Conway Field, 
at 11 a.m. Come on down, watch the parade, and cheer the kids on. For more information, email 
Sean Fitzgerald at seanjfitz@comcast.net.
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Help SCATV dust off and unlock 
their community vaults!

On Saturday, June 20th, jump back in time with us as we rediscover the histo-
ry of community + place, and explore how it has changed. Or will we discover 
that it hasn’t changed much? Community Vault will showcase archived pro-
grams from local Community Access TV stations alongside your contempo-
rary media work.

Examples of curated programming:
Public Service Announcements, Retro Dance Parties, Local Flair: Then and 
Now, documentary, and More!

Tickets: $7 advance/ $10 at the door 
Purchase at Eventbrite: http://goo.gl/4qjafJ
For more information, visit: http://communityvault.tv/

For more contact information, please contact: 
Erica Jones, 617. 628. 8826 or by email at ejones@scatvsomerville.org.

For more info on the event and to submit, visit: communityvault.tv.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/thesomervilletimes

and follow us on Twitter at @somervilletimes

Somerville once again 
opens its studios

By Rebecca Danvers

Somerville Open Studios (SOS) is set to 
take place this weekend, May 2–3, noon-
6 p.m., with sneak previews presented at 
selected sites on Friday, May 1.

SOS is a non-profit organization 
formed for the purpose of producing an 
annual open studio and related events in 
Somerville, Massachusetts.

Through its programming, SOS gives 
access to the work of visual artists living 
and working in the city of Somerville. We 
provide opportunities to view art made 
within the community; to interact with 
local artists; and to have access to artists’ 
working spaces. Our goal is to broaden 
the public’s exposure to, and apprecia-
tion of, finished works of art as well as 
the art-making process. This exposure 
both educates the community and raises 
awareness of the diverse artistic experi-
ence available in Somerville.

Maps and vital information about the 
event is available on the SOS website: 
https://www.somervilleopenstudios.org.

The fourth annual Art in Fashion Show, 
Beyond the Pattern, will take place this 
Thursday, April 30 at the Armory, 191 
Highland Avenue. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. and the show gets underway at 7:30.

For more information on this live run-
way event, including a full list of partici-
pants, visit their Beyond the Pattern page: 
https://www.somervilleopenstudios.org/
fashion/.

Somerville Open Studios is managed 
by a Board of Directors comprised of 
participating artists. An Open Studios 
executive committee is formed each year 
to organize the event. This committee is 
assisted by many dedicated volunteers. 
New volunteers are always welcome. 
Please contact them if you would like to 
become involved.

call to our open Facebook group to play. 
Usually it’s the first six or eight people 
to reply who get to play the next month.” 
Bailey said the courteous atmosphere of 
the event extends to the online booking 
process. “People are very respectful. If you 
played last month, you usually hang back 
for a while, and give other people a chance 
to play.”

Bailey’s role as the organizer of The 
Loop has him finding a different host for 
each event. The host takes responsibility 
for making sure the event goes well. “The 
host sends out the Facebook invites, orga-
nizes the set, they do all the promotion. It 
gives people an opportunity to book and 
sell a show.” 

Beyond the experience of booking and 
promoting a show, hosting The Loop is 
rewarding for musicians. “Hosting is a 
really good opportunity to sell yourself 
as an artist,” Bailey said. “If you want to 
be able to meet people and make connec-
tions, you have got to be able to push the 
music forward.”

That unselfish practice of inviting others 
to play at The Loop gives an artist credi-
bility and establishes trust with others in 
the local music scene, and makes the com-
munity stronger. “There’s nothing that 
improves the community and the scene 
more than inviting an artist to play a con-

cert. It’s so important,” said Bailey.
The Loop perseveres due to the collec-

tive effort of the Facebook group, each 
month’s host, and the strong connections 
between artists in the area. Bailey also 
credits the location. “The Armory is an 
incredible venue. They’re all about the 
community, they’re great to have us here 
every month.”  

Somerville resident Brian Bunnell regu-
larly attends events at the Armory. “I like 
singer-songwriter type events,” he said, 
as the audience drifted in. “I was free to-
night, so I decided to come in.”  Bunnell 
describes himself as an “aspiring song-
writer.” Would he ever play The Loop? “I’d 
have to write some stuff first.”

Bunnell’s aspiration is typical of The 
Loop’s audience. About half the audience 
has guitars leaning against their chairs, 
and will be playing that night. There were 
a handful of newcomers, one asking ner-
vously, “Is this The Loop?” at the café en-
trance. Most are regulars, greeting friends 
and new acquaintances, and singing along 
to each other’s songs.

Tango by Nancy Hall Brooks, one of the many 
local artists to be spotlighted at Somerville Open 
Studios 2015.

Staying in ‘The Loop’   CONT. FROM PG 1

Anastasia Markov.

Steve Nardone, Prateek Poddar, and Max Bailey.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our Web site at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our Web site:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL

ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010
FAX: 617.628.0422

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Aldermanic 
Chambers, 2nd Floor, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA. 

77-83 North St: (Case #ZBA 2012-68-R-4/2015) Applicant and Owner, Peter Stefanou, seeks a time extension (SZO §5.3.10) for Special Permit ZBA 
2012-68 to greatly alter a nonconforming commercial structure under SZO §4.4.1 to construct two, three-story, semi-detached townhouses and 
associated parking.  RB zone. Ward 7.

26 Fairmount Ave: (Case #ZBA 2015-14) Applicant, North America Development, and Owner SBKBLB, LLC, week a Special Permit to extend a dor-
mer on the nonconforming sideyard. RA zone. Ward 7.

206 Lowell St: (Case #ZBA 2015-15) Applicant and Owner, Brett & Taryn LaFlamme, week a Special Permit to extend a a rear deck on a noncon-
forming sideyard. RB zone. Ward 5. 

5-7 Cottage Ave: (Case #ZBA 2015-17) Applicants, Victoria & Matthew Behr, and Owner, Matthew Behr, seek a Special Permit to alter the rear 
porch and windows and doors on the nonconforming house.  RB zone. Ward 6.

18-20 Chandler St: (Case #ZBA 2015-18) Applicant and Owner, Paul Lavelle, seeks a Special Permit to alter a nonconforming 4-family structure to 
build an approx. 565 sf addition, dormers, and a rear 2-story porch. RA zone. Ward 6.

53 Columbus Ave: (Case #ZBA 2015-19) Applicant, Peter Kaplan RCG, LLC, and Owner, RCG Columbus Renewal, LLC, seek a Special Permit to add 
an approximately 177 sf addition on the third floor of a nonconforming three-family house. RA zone. Ward 3.

51 Sydney St: (Case #ZBA 2015-20) Applicant, James Haley, and Owner, Mike Guarnotta, week a Special Permit to enclose a front porch. RB zone. 
Ward 4.

78 Bay State Ave: (Case #ZBA 2015-21) Applicant, Moses Ortiz, and Owner, James McCarthy, seek a Special Permit to expand a 
rear nonconforming deck. RA zone. Ward 6.

Copies of these applications are available for review in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located 
on the third floor of City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30 pm; and Fri, 
8:30 am-12:30 pm; and at www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the 
agenda on the City’s website or call before attending. Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide 
comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 
93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to dpereira@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Dawn Pereira, Administrative Assistant

As published in The Somerville Times on 4/22/15 & 4/29/15.

4/22/15, 4/29/15 The Somerville Times 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION

LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Planning 
Board on Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Aldermanic Cham-
bers on the Second Floor of Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, MA.

138 South St: (Case #PB 2015-03) Applicant, Groundwork Somerville, 
and Owner, Somerville Redevelopment Authority, seek a Special Per-
mit for the keeping of honey bees on a farm under SZO §7.11.9.10.6.b. 
TOD-135 zone. Ward 2.

Copies of these applications and amendments are available for 
review in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Devel-
opment, located on the third floor of City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30 pm; 
and Fri, 8:30 am-12:30 pm; and at www.somervillema.gov/plannin-
gandzoning. As cases may be continued to later dates, please check 
the agenda on the City’s website or call before attending. Continued 
cases will not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide 
comments to the Planning Board at the hearing or by submitting 
written comments by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland 
Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Kevin Prior, Chairman
To be published in The Somerville Times on 4/22/15 & 4/29/15.

4/22/15, 4/29/15 The Somerville Times

The Somerville Licensing Commission is accepting applications for
one available Wine and Malt Restaurant License. Interested Parties
may obtain applications online at Somervillema.gov or at the City 
Clerks Office, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville. The deadline for applica-
tions will be Friday May 29, 2015 by 10:00AM

For the Commission
Andrew Upton

Vito Vaccaro
John J. McKenna

Attest: Jenneen Pagliaro
Executive Secretary

4/22/15, 4/29/15 The Somerville Times

Legal Notice: Sale of Property
76 School Street Somerville, MA

Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 161A, the Massa-
chusetts Bay Transportation Authority invites all interested parties 
to bid on the fee-simple sale of 76 School Street, Somerville, MA, 
an approximately 5,700 square foot parcel of land improved with a 
two-story masonry brick building.

To obtain a copy of the Invitation to Bid (“ITB”) and become a regis-
tered bidder, visit www.mbtarealty.com or contact the MBTA’s des-
ignated representative:

Massachusetts Realty Group
20 Park Plaza, Suite 1120

Boston, Massachusetts 02216
Attention: Matthew Hunt

ITB@mbtarealty.com

All bids must be submitted on forms provided in the ITB and are due 
no later than 1:00 p.m. June 3, 2015.

Questions may be submitted in writing by 5:00p.m. on May 19, 2015 to 
the Massachusetts Realty Group. A pre-bid conference will be held 
at the site at 10:00 a.m. on May 21, 2015. 

4/22/15, 4/29/15 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB 15-97
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed proposals for:

Network Operating Center Construction

An invitation for bid (IFB) may be obtained online at http://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids or from 
the Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA, 02143 on or after April 22nd, 2015. Sealed bids will be 
received at the above office until: May 13th, 2015 at 11:00am ET. The 
Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would 
be served by so doing.

The City of Somerville is seeking to create a Network Operating Cen-
ter (NOC) that is clean, cooled, secured and isolated from everyday 
work spaces. The purpose is to protect the major investment made 
purchasing servers, switches, routers and air conditioning units 
housed inside this area. The project will also create new work spac-
es for personnel by constructing two modular work areas adjacent 
to the Network Operating Center (NOC).

Please contact Michael Richards at mrichards@somervillema.gov for 
more information.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

4/29/15 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFQ # 15-101
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed bids for:

On-Call House Boarding (and related) Services

An Request For Quotations (RFQ), including all specifications, may be 
obtained online:

http://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids

or from the Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland 
Ave., Somerville, MA 02143 on or after April 29, 2015.

Sealed bids will be received until Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 11:00 
A.M. The Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville 
would be served by so doing.

Please contact Alex Nosnik, Asst. Purchasing Director, x3400, or 
email anosnik@somervillema.gov, for information, and bid packages.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

4/29/15 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

IFB # 15-98
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed bids for:

Kennedy School Playground Equipment

An Invitation for Bids (IFB), including all specifications, may be ob-
tained online:

http://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids

or from the Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland 
Ave., Somerville, MA 02143 on or after April 29, 2015.

Sealed bids will be received until Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 11:00 
A.M. The Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville 
would be served by so doing.

Please contact Alex Nosnik, Asst. Purchasing Director, x3400, or 
email anosnik@somervillema.gov, for information, and bid packages.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

4/29/15 The Somerville Times

Want to write local

Somerville stories?

Call 617-666-4010

and speak to the Assignment Editor
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our

Web site at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

MIDDLESEX Division	 Docket No. MI 15D0971DR

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION AND MAILING

Andrela C. Pinheiro Kunert       vs.       Wilton Kunert Buchacra
.

To Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for Desertion; Irretrievable breakdown in the 
alternative

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has been entered in this matter pre-
venting you from taking any action which would negatively impact the 
current financial status of either party .SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411

You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon:
George Maroun, Jr., Esq.
397 Main Street
Woburn, MA 01801

your answer, if any on or before 05/27/2015. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this action. You 
are also required to file a copy of your answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.

Witness, Hon. Edward F Donnelly, Jr., First Justice of this Court.

Date: April 1, 2015.
Tara E. De Christofaro

Register of Probate

4/29/15 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge,  MA 02141

(617)768-5800

	 Docket No. MI15D0971DR

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION AND MAILING 

Andrela Christina Pinheiro Kunert
vs. 

 Wilton Kunert Buchacra

Upon motion of plaintiff for an order directing the defendant, to ap-
pear, plead, or answer, in accordance with in accordance with 
Mass.R.Civ.P./Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P.Rule 4, it appearing to the court that 
this is an action for Divorce other grounds.

Pursuant to Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411, an Automatic Re-
straining Order has been entered against the above named parties. 
Defendant cannot be found within the Commonwealth and his/her 
present whereabouts are unknown. Personal service on defendant is 
therefore not practicable, and defendant has not voluntarily appeared 
in this action.

It is Ordered that defendant is directed to appear, plead, answer, or 
otherwise move with respect to the complaint therein on or before 
May 27, 2015.

If you fail to do so this Court will proceed to a hearing and adjudication 
of this matter.

It is further Ordered that the accompanying summons be published 
once in The Somerville Times a newspaper published in: Somerville, 
699 Broadway, MA, 02144, 617-666-4010

the publication to be 20 days at least before  said return day. It is fur-
ther Ordered that a copy of the summons be mailed to the defendant 
at his/her last known address by registered or certified mail.

Date 4/1/15	 Edward F Donnelly, Jr
JUSTICE OF PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

4/29/15 The Somerville Times

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Walter Hunt

2.  The most distinguished 
contribution to American 
literature for children

3.  Carrie

4.  Florida

5.  Scenic railways, first 
used for roller coasters in 
1886

6.  G. I. Joe figures

7.  Mickey Mouse Park

8.  “A1ANA2” – his trade-
mark phrase

9.  Zowie, now renamed 
Joey

10.  Up to 2.5 million

11.  A milk-white horse 
with white mane an tail

12.  An apple

From on page 14

object to building heights greater 
than four stories.

Indeed, 35%-to-50% open space 
is common among local land trans-
formations like Fan Pier, Univer-
sity Park, and North Point, be-
cause smart developers realize that 
well-designed amenities increase 
the value of their office and lab 
space. But they pay for open space 
by constructing tall buildings. The 
size and quality of Fan Pier’s Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals building, for exam-
ple, gives it a higher assessed value 
than all of Somerville’s commercial 
real estate combined. 

Union Square planning exercises 
thus far have encouraged stakehold-
ers to hold out for their best wishes 
without considering that some are 
imcompatible. So stakeholders have 
enthusiastically expressed desires to

• Maximize job creation;
• Maximize affordable housing;
• Minimize residential and busi-

ness displacement;
• Improve mobility;
• Minimize traffic;
• Maximize open space;
• Maximize property tax revenues; 
• Build a “civic block” and library 

that pays no taxes;
• Maintain “human scale,”
• And so on.
At the most basic level of tradeoffs, 

we must pay for our fond desires. 
And right now we can’t even pay for 
a sewer system that doesn’t regularly 
flood Union Square.

If stakeholders understand from 
the outset that tradeoffs must be 
made, they can discuss the relative 
importance of each objective, ex-
amine hard evidence, and formulate 
creative solutions that optimize out-
comes as much as possible. 

Last year I suggested to a develop-
er and a city consultant one method 
to acquaint stakeholders with finite 
limits and begin this conversation 

(See Sidebar: The Card Trick, below). 
I received no response. 

Instead, participatory planning of 
Union Square began with a focus on 
visual preferences, perpetuating the 
anything-is-possible ethic, rather 
than focusing on how much of each 
use can and should be built, which 
acquaints stakeholders with finite 
limits.

The longer that Union Square 
planning is unburdened by con-
straints of physical, economic, and 
fiscal reality, the less opportunity 
and commitment stakeholders will 
have to produce creative solutions, 
and the more likely the Square’s 
future will be determined by forces 
beyond their influence.

The more that key constituencies 
are absent from the citywide plan-
ning process, the less vibrant and ef-
ficacious the resulting built environ-
ment will be, and the less cohesive 
those who populate it. 

Two nights, two meetings:  Lots to think 
about   CONT. FROM PG 10

The card trick: A consensus-building tool
Reaching consensus on a Union Square plan requires acquainting stakeholders with real-world constraints and 
enabling them to see the shared situation with each other’s eyes. If there is a commitment to keep listening to 
each other and reach agreement, conflict can produce creative solutions.

Objectives:
	 •	 Assess and understand key concerns across stakeholder groups
	 •	 Acquaint stakeholders with constraints and tradeoffs
	 •	 Create a basis for conversations that produce creative solutions

Methodology:
	 •	 Prepare a stack of 2” x 3” cards. On each card write one of the objectives that stakeholders 
		  commonly name.
	 •	 Ask the respondent(s) to stack the cards in the order that is most important to them and then explain 
		  their reasons for that order. Discuss the opportunities for and constraints on their top choices.
	 •	 Tell the respondent, “Now I understand how you rank the objectives. But the first one may be as 
		  important to you as all the rest together. If you had $100 to spend on revitalization, how would you 
		  distribute it among these objectives? Why?
	 •	 If the respondent(s) represent(s) a group, ask them to take the cards with them and go through the 
		  same exercise with their group. 
	 •	 Record the results to a publicly accessible database. 
	 •	 Bring stakeholders together and facilitate a conversation through which they understand each 
		  other’s choices, external constraints, and trade offs. 
	 •	 Use unassailable data to quantify constraints and tradeoffs so that discussion is not about whether 
		  they exist, but what to do about them.

Spring 2015 ResiStat meeting 
schedule announced

Joseph A. Curtatone invites residents 
to the Spring 2015 ResiStat Com-
munity Meetings, a twice-yearly ef-
fort to share the latest city news and 
neighborhood updates directly with 
residents and gather their feedback.

Seven neighborhood meetings, 
one in each ward, will be held in the 
coming weeks (See schedule below). 
Mayor Curtatone, ward and at-large 
aldermen, members of the Somer-
ville Police Department, and city 
staff will discuss issues important to 
residents and take their questions. 
Topics will range from crime and 
safety reports, neighborhood im-
provements such as road and park 
projects, to a review of citywide is-
sues like the municipal budget and 
Union Square development.

Refreshments will be served at a 
meet-and-greet before each meet-
ing, where residents can talk with 
city officials and their neighbors.

For more information about Resi-
Stat, or with any questions, contact 
ResiStat Coordinator, Meghann Ack-
erman, at MAckerman@somerville-
ma.gov or 617-625-6600 ext. 2120.
SPRING 2015 ResiStat Schedule:

Meetings run from 6:30 to 8 p.m., 
with refreshments at 6 p.m.

• Ward 6 (greater Davis Sq. neigh-
borhood): , Apr. 30, Velir Offices, 
212 Elm St.

• Ward 2 (south Union Sq., Perry 
and Lincoln Park neighborhoods, 
Beacon St. area): , May 11, Ar-
genziano School cafeteorium, 290 
Washington St.

• Ward 4 (Winter Hill, Ten Hills): 
, May 12, Healey School cafetorium, 
5 Meacham St.

• Ward 7 (West Somerville, Teele 
Sq.): , May 13, West Somerville 
Neighborhood School cafetorium, 
177 Powder House Blvd.

• Ward 3 (N. Union Square, Pros-
pect Hill, Spring Hill, Central Hill): 
, May 26, Somerville High School 
cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave.

• Ward 5 (Magoun Sq., NE Ball 
Sq., Cedar & Lowell St. areas, 
NW Porter Sq.): , June 2, Kennedy 
School cafetorium, 5 Cherry St.

• Ward 1 (East Somerville, As-
sembly Sq.): , June 9, East Somer-
ville Community School cafeteria, 
50 Cross St.

— City of Somerville
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|April 29
East Branch Library
Preschool: Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Intro to Comic and Drawing Work-
shop 
Marco Jean-Baptiste- 6176256600 
x2255 
3 p.m.- 6 p.m.|79 Highland Avenue

Central Library
Middle School Writers’ Den

Alan Ball- 617 636-9033  
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|April 30
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Friday|May 1
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Monday|May 4
Central Library
Sing-along with Matt Heaton

Cathy Piantigini- 617-623-5000 
x2950 
11:15 a.m. - 12 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Tuesday|May 5
Central Library
Homeschool Reading Group for Ages 
11-13 
Tammy McKanan 
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

West Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|40 College 
Avenue

Wednesday|May 6
East Branch Library
Preschool: Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Library Art Workshop 
Marco Jean-Baptiste 
857-237-4206 
2:30 p.m.- 6 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|April 29
Johnny D’s
WERS Listeners Appreciation Party 
featuring Kingsley Flood‏ 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Comedy@10 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok All Stars 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 623-
9910

Arts at the Armory
Youth Arts Arise: The Landscape of 
Watercolor 

3:30 p.m.|Mezzanine 
Filmmakers Collaborative Workshop: 
Working with Composers 
6 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Shit-faced Shakespeare 
7:30pm|255 Elm Street

Thursday|April 30
Johnny D’s
NRBQ plus Sarah Borges and Muck & 
The Mires 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004 

Sally O’Brien’s
Riding Shotgun, Baltic Sun, Cherokee 
Red   $5 cover |9  p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Acoustic/Bluegrass|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
Scattershot 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Dub Down Reggae 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Somerville Theatre
Awkward Compliment’s Thursday 
Night Comedy Night 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Square

Arts at the Armory
Somerville Open Studios Presents: 
Beyond the Pattern - The Art in Fash-
ion Show  
7:30 p.m.|Performance Hall|191 
Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Shit-faced Shakespeare 
7:30pm 
Strange Behavior Stand-Up Comedy 
9 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Friday|May 1
Johnny D’s
World Music / CRASHarts presents: 
Noura Mint Seymali 
We Dig Free Friday Presents: The Red 
Pennys & Whiskey Kill 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s
Hashtag Hoedown |6 p.m. 
Alibis For Leisure, Strangers By Acci-
dent, Quiet Cargo   $10 cover|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Irish Session|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
TBA 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ 
10 p.m.|65 Holland St

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway |617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
TBA 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live music 
9 p.m.|608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Arts at the Armory
Urban Elixir II, Urban Poetry and 

Lyricism 
7:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Shit-faced Shakespeare 
7:30pm 
Tweed River Music Festival Presents 
Spotted Tiger, Pat & The Hats, Cow-
boy & Lady 
9 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Saturday|May 2
Johnny D’s
Jazz Brunch 
The English Beat (Ska, Reggae, New 
Wave) / The Allstonians -SOLD OUT- 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s
Stan Martin & Wicked Heart|6 p.m. 
Peyote Buttons, Airport, Tom Baker & 
The Snakes   $5 cover|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Back  Room 
TBA 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

On the Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s 
Michael Gabriel 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ El Sid! 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Arts at the Armory
The Two Ricks 
10:30 a.m.|Cafe 
Somerville Open Studios 2015 - 
Community Space 
12 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Somerville Songwriter Sessions  
8 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
The Garcia Project 
9 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Sunday|May 3
Johnny D’s
Jazz Brunch   
Open Blues Jam! featuring Matthew 
Smart Band 
17 Holland St.|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Amber Casares|8 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Sunday Americana with Sean Staples, 
Eric Royer, Tim Gearan, Dave Westner 
and Dan Keller|7 p.m. 
Back Room 
Burren Acoustic Music Series 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Arts at the Armory
Somerville Open Studios 2015 - 
Community Space  
12 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Ludovica Burtone’s String Quartet 
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Ameranouche CD Release Concert 
7 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Monday|May 4
Johnny D’s 
Johnny D’s Comedy Showcase Pres-
ents: Nine Tonight ( Stand-Up ) 
Stump! Pub Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
17 Holland St | 617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Cater’s Cheapshots Comedy 
Jam |7 p.m. 
Marley Mondays with The Duppy 
Conquerors|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Bur-Run 
Helena Delaney, Johnny O’Leary & 
Friends Irish Session|9 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302 

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Stump! Team Trivia 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Arts at the Armory
Boston Music Collaborators Open Mic  
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|May 5
Johnny D’s
The Baseball Project (members of 
REM, Young Fresh Fellows, and The 
Dream Syndicate) / The Zambonis / 
Amy Douglas

17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Honkytonk Masquerade 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
8:30pm - Jason Anick and the Swing-
ers Swing/Jazz 
Back Room 
8:00pm Open Mic w/ Hugh Mc-
Gowan 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
Stump Trivia (with prizes)  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Ghetto People Band 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spelling 
Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-625-
8200

Arts at the Armory
Youth Arts Arise: Post Cards to my 
Future Self 
3:30 p.m.|Mezzanine|191 Highland 
Ave

Wednesday|May 6
Johnny D’s
Matthew Curry (Blues Rock Phenom) 
/ Colin Dwyer / Ben Knight 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Comedy@10 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub

The Nephrok All Stars 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 8:30 p.m.|256 Elm 
Street|(617) 623-9910

Arts at the Armory
Youth Arts Arise: Life Drawing  
3:30 p.m.|Mezzanine 
Nils Lofgren Acoustic Duo 
7 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Wiretap Wednesday Open Stage 
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Shit-faced Shakespeare 
7:30pm|255 Elm Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|April 29
Third Life Studio
Belly Dance performance preparation 
with Nadira Jamal 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|Level 3|33 Union 
Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

Thursday|April 30
Central Library
Somerville Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund 
Kelly Donato|617-625-6600 x2560 
6:15 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

West Branch Library
Learn English at the Library!  
(Session 1)6 .m.-7 p.m. 
(Session 2)7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
40 College Avenue

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with problems 
with money and debt. 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.|89 College Ave (Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|May 2
Arts at the Armory
Somerville Winter Farmers’ Market 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.|Performance 
Hall|191 Highland Ave

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets meet 
weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.|Au Bon Pain| 18-48 
Holland St

Sunday|May 3
Unity Church of God
Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups 7:00 P.M. | 6 William 
Street Enter upstairs, meeting is in 
basement.

Third Life Studio
Discover Belly Dance with Nadira 
Jamal 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.|33 Union 
Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

Monday|May 4
Central Library
Chess Night 7 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.|79 
Highland Avenue

Tuesday|May 5
Arts at the Armory
Prenatal Yoga  
7 p.m.|Mezzanine|191 Highland Ave

Third Life Studio
The Art of Group Singing For Women 
with Susan Robbins, www.libana.com 
7 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.|33 Union Sq

Wednesday|May 6
Central Library
Board Game Night 
Ellen Jacobs 
617-623-5000 x2914 
7 p.m.-8:45 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Third Life Studio
Belly Dance performance preparation 
with Nadira Jamal 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|Level 3|33 Union 
Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

• • • • VILLENS ON THE TOWN • • • •

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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The
Norton
Group

Buying or Selling?

www.thenortongroupre.com

S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation.

All clubs and groups welcome new members.

Holland Street: 167 Holland Street 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300

Cross Street Center: 165 Broadway 
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
(617) 625-6600 Ext. 2335

Ralph and Jenny Center: 9 New Washington Street, 
Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
(617) 666-5223

Washington, D.C. Patriotic/Americana Tour – Thurs-
day, April 30 to Sunday, May 3rd – Visit Historic Wash-
ington, D.C., WWII Memorial, Arlington Cemetary, 
Vietnam, Korea, Iwo Jima, FDR, Lincoln and Jefferson 
Memorials.  Illuminated night tour of the monuments 
and many many more stops.  Trip includes:  profession-
al tour director, hotel accommodations, transportation, 
3 breakfasts, 1 luncheon, 2 dinners, including dinner 
theatre, admission to Washington touring, including 
tour mobile transportation, tax & gratuity.  $589.- 
double or triple occupancy, $749.- single occupancy, 
deposit of $150.- per person with the final payment 
due on April 1st.  Check in time will be 6:00 A.M. at 
the Ralph & Jenny Center on Thursday, April 30th with 
an approximate return time between 10:00 – 10:30 
P.M. on Sunday, May 3rd.  Please contact Connie at 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300.

Back to the Medicare Basics – Monday, May 4 – 4:00 
P.M. to 6:00 P.M. – Turning 65?  Preparing for retire-
ment?  Have questions about joining Medicare? Attend 
this special evening “How to Register Online for Social 
Security” and learn Medicare basics, eligibility, enroll-
ment, social security benefits & resources.  Please call 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300 to RSVP.

Vocal Jazz Festival – Tuesday, May 5 – Join us as we 
head to the Berklee College of Music Friend Recital Hall 
for a great time.  Leaving Holland Street at 3:00 P.M. 
with an approximate return time of 7:00 P.M. - $15. per 
person covers bus transportation and entertainment.  
Please call Janine Lotti at 617-625-6600 ext. 2300 for 
more information or to reserve your spot.

Fiore’s Restaurant – Wednesday, May 6 – Check in time 
10:45 A.M. at our Holland Street Center and 11:00 A.M. 
at our Ralph & Jenny Center with an approximate return 
time of 3:00 P.M.  A choice between Chicken Marsala, 
Swordfish or Eggplant Parmesan for $25. For more 
information or to sign up please contact Connie at 617-
625-6600 ext. 2300.

Older American’s Month Celebration – Thursday, May 
7 – 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Join us as we celebrate 
Older American’s Month at the Winter Hill Yacht Club.  
Limited seating and transportation – please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 ext. 2300 to reserve your spot!

Afternoon at the Movies – Monday, May 11 - 12:30 
P.M. at our Holland Street Center – This month we 
will be showing “Selma” starring David Oyelowo, Tom 
Wilkinson, Giovanni Ribisi & Cuba Gooding.  This movie 
is rated PG-13 and runs 2 hours and 8 minutes.  Please 
sign up with Josephine at 617-625-6600 ext. 2300

Foxwoods Casino – Tuesday, May 19 – Check in time of 
7:00 A.M. at our Holland Street Center and 7:15 A.M. at 
our Ralph & Jenny Center – With an approximate return 
time of 8:00 P.M.  $25. fee includes transportation, $10. 
bonus slot and $10. buffet.  Please call Connie at 617-

625-6600 ext. 2300 to reserve your spot or if you have 
any questions. 

The SCOA is NO LONGER excepting applications for 
free smoke alarms / carbon monoxide detectors. It is 
the hope of both the Somerville Fire Department and 
the Somerville Council on Aging that we will receive 
the grant again in the future.  If you would like your 
name put on a waiting list should this grant be received 
again, please contact Maureen Bastardi at the Somerville 
Council on Aging at 617-625-6600, extension 2316.

The trip scheduled to Wildwood, NJ on May 11th – 
15th is SOLD OUT.  But we have added a second bus 
and it is filling up fast.  Only 13 seats left! Please call 
Connie at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 to reserve your seat.

LGBT EVENTS:

LGBT Advisory Group – Monday,  May 11 – 4:30 P.M. 
at our Holland Street Center.  We are looking for new 
members and would love to have you as part of our 
group.  This group meets the 2nd Monday of every 
month excluding City Holidays and snow emergencies.  

LGBT Monthly Lunch – Monday, May 11 – 11:30 A.M. 
at our Holland Street Center.  More details to follow.  
This lunch happens the 2nd Monday of every month 
excluding City Holidays and snow emergencies.  

LGBT Dinner & Movie Night – Monday, June 15 – 5:30 
P.M. at our Holland Street Center.  At approximately 
5:30 we will be having a dinner with a little time to 
socialize followed by a showing of yet to be determined 
movie.  This event happens the 3rd Monday of every 
month excluding City Holidays and snow emergencies.

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness and Nutrition Classes.  
Classes are Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting at 
6:00 P.M.  $10 a month fee - scholarships available & it 
just might be covered under your insurance.  We have 
available slots and would love to have you.  If you have 
any questions or require additional information, please 
contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kow-
aleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

*If you require additional information or have any 
questions regarding the LGBT Lunch, Dinner & Movie 
or the Advisory Group please contact Maureen Bastardi 
at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2316 or email her at MBastardi@
Somervillema.gov.

IMPORTANT NEWS:

Our Holland Street Center will be serving lunch on Mon-
day, Thursday & Fridays only until further notice.

The Ralph & Jenny Center will remain closed on Mon-
days and will resume Mondays after the first of the 
New Year.

Please note in the “Upcoming Schedule” section several 
changes in the times that our Cross Street Center and 
our Ralph & Jenny Center are open over the next couple 
of weeks.

STAY ACTIVE:

Weekly Exercise Class Schedule

Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (RJ) Cross Street = (C)

Mondays:
Wii Bowling, noon, Free. (H) 
Fit 4 Life* Group C, 1:00 P.M. (H)

Tuesdays: 
Strengthening, 9:15 A.M., $3 per class (H) 
Dalcroze Eurhythmics, $2.00, 1:00 P.M., (H) 
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M., (H)

Wednesdays: 
Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M (H) 
Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. (H) 
Fit 4 Life* Group C, Noon (H) 

Bowling @ Flatbreads, 1:00 P.M., $10/week for shoes 
and dues 
Zumba for All, 5:15 P.M., $3 per class (H)

Thursdays: 
Strengthening, 9:30 A.M., $3 per class (RJ) 
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M. 

Fridays: 
Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M. 
Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. 
Fit 4 Life* Group C 12:00 P.M. 

*Fit 4 Life classes $10/month, pre-registration required.

Upcoming Schedule
Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (RJ) Cross Street = (C)

Wednesday|April 29
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
10:30 Songbirds of the Northeast (H) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ, C) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
1:00 Bowling at Flatbread 
Hanscom Air Force Base Bingo

Thursday|April 30
9:00 Yoga (H) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
10:00 Knitting Scarves for Soldiers (RJ) 
10:00 Current Events (H) 
10:00 Blood Pressure Screening (RJ) 
11:00 Computer tutorial with Barbara (H) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ, H) 
Washington DC trip departs

Friday|May 1
10:00 Book Club 
11:30 Lunch (H) 
12:45 Bingo (H)

Monday|May 4
8:30 Fit-4-Life Walking & Talking Group (H) 
9:30 Monthly Breakfast (H) 
10:30 Moonlighters (H) 
11:30 Lunch (H) 
4:00  Back to Medicare Basics (H)

Tuesday|May 5
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
10:00 Knitting Scarves for Soldiers (RJ) 
10:30 Men’s Group and the Veteran’s Group (H) 
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C) 
12:00 Computer tutorial with Norbert (H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
Vocal Jazz

Wednesday|May 6
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
10:00 Knitting Scarves for Soldiers (RJ) 
10:30 Joint Meeting of the Men’s Group and the Veter-
an’s Group (H) 
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C) 
12:00 Computer tutorial with Norbert (H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
Vocal Jazz

DID YOU KNOW?

We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always 
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00 
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or 
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.
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AUTOS WANTED

Cash For Cars: Any Make, 
Model or Year. We Pay 
MORE! Running or Not, Sell 
your Car or Truck TODAY. 
Free Towing! Instant Offer: 
1-800-871-0654

TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any 
Car/Truck, Running or Not. 
Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! 
Top $$$$$ PAID! Running 
or Not, All Years, Makes, 
Models. Free Towing! We’re 
Local! 7 Days/Week. Call Toll 
Free: 1-888-416-2330

GET CASH TODAY for any 
car/truck. I will buy your car 
today. Any Condition. Call 
1-800-864-5796 or www.
carbuyguy.com

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real 
Estate Agents needed: Very 
busy Somerville based 
office in need of additional 
agents, no fee referrals, 
Sales & Rentals, Part time or 
Full Time. work from home 
online, full office back up 
and highest paid no strings 
commissions. Call for pri-
vate interview 617 623-6600 
ask for Donald.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. 
Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA/CIALIS 40 
100mg//20mg Pills for Only 
$99.00! Plus 4 Pills for FREE. 
Discreet Shipping. Save 
$500.00 Now! Call 1-888-
797-9013

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 
20mg. 40 tabs +10 FREE, 
$99 includes FREE SHIP-
PING. 1-888-836-0780 or 
Metro-Meds.net

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 40 Pills + 10 FREE. 
SPECIAL $99.00 100% guar-
anteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 
CALL NOW! 1-888-223-8818

VIAGRA 100mg or CIALIS 
20mg 40 tabs +10 FREE all 
for $99 including FREE, Fast 
and Discreet SHIPPING. 
1-888-836-0780 or Met-
ro-Meds.NET

MEDICAL

Viagra 100mg & Cialis 20 
mg SPECIAL! 60 pills for 
$99 FREE SHIPPING No pre-
scriptions! 800-348-4210

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills 
for $95. 100 pills for $150 
free shipping. No prescrip-
tions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! (877)743-5419

MISCELLANEOUS

!!OLD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! Gibson,Martin,Fend-
er,Gretsch. 1930-1980. Top 
Dollar paid!! Call Toll Free 

1-866-433-8277

CASH FOR CARS,   Any 
Make or Model! Free Tow-
ing.   Sell it TODAY. Instant 
offer: 1-800-864-5784  

Dish Network - Get MORE 
for LESS! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months.)    
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast 
Internet for $15 more/
month.) CALL Now! 1-800-
615-4064  

DISH TV Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) SAVE! 
Regular Price $34.99 Ask 
About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
877-477-9659  

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now!   Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.  

AVIATION Grads work with 
JetBlue, Boeing, Delta and 
others- start here with 
hands on training for FAA 
certification. Financial aid 
if qualified. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204 

SUPPORT our service 
members, veterans and 
their families in their time of 
need. For more information 
visit the Fisher House web-
site at www.fisherhouse.org

AIRLINE CAREERS. Get 
FAA approved maintenance 
training at campuses coast 
to coast. Job placement 
assistance. Financial Aid for 
qualifying students. Military 
friendly. Call AIM 888-686-
1704

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/
Trucks Wanted. Running or 
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We 
Come To You! Any Make/
Model. Call For Instant Of-
fer: 1-800-864-5960

DIVORCE, ETC. $240-$550* 
Covers Children, etc. *Ex-
cludes govt. fees! For a 
Local Office, Call 1-215-717-
8499, Ext. 400 or 1-888-498-
7075, Ext. 500 BAYCOR & 
ASSOCIATES          Estab-
lished 1973

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar.Even 
if you can?t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 800-
309-8027

DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/
mo. FREE Installation. FREE 
3 months of HBO SHOW-
TIME CINEMAX starz. FREE 
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 
NFL Sunday Ticket Included 
(Select Packages) New Cus-
tomers Only. CALL 1-800-
614-8506

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little 
or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1- 800-491-6053

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 
18+

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABIL-
ITY BENEFITS. Unable to 
work? Denied benefits?  We 
Can Help!  WIN or Pay Noth-
ing! Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 1-800-290-
8321 to start your applica-
tion today!

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920’s thru 
1980’s. Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenback-
er, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins/Banjos. 1-800-
401-0440

VACATION PROPERTY

LAKE WINNIPESAUKEE, 
WEIRS BEACH NH, Chan-
nel Waterfront Cottag-
es-1,2,3+Queen Bedrooms, 
Kitchens, Beach, Air Condi-
tioning, Free WiFi, Walk to 
Everything, Clean and Com-
fortable, Call Today 1-603-
366-4673, WWW.CHANNEL-
COTTAGES.COM

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box 
for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201

Want To Purchase Minerals 
And Other Oil/Gas Interests. 
Send Details To: PO Box 
13557, Denver CO 80201.

Cash for unexpired DIABET-
IC TEST STRIPS or STOP 
SMOKING PRODUCTS! Free 
Shipping, Best Prices & 24 
hr payment! Call 1-855-440-
4001 www.TestStripSearch.
com

CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

postponed to Sun., May 10. For more 
information about these and other 
events related to May Preservation 
Month in Somerville, contact Brandon 
Wilson at BWilson@somervillema.
gov, or 617-625-6600 ext. 2532.

*********************
The Friends of the Somerville Public 
Library will hold their Spring Book Sale 
on Friday, May 15, 12-4 p.m., Saturday, 
May 16, 10-4 p.m., and Sunday, May 17, 
1:30-3:30 p.m. The sale will be held at 
the Central Library located at 79 High-
land Avenue (bus #88 or #90). Support-

ing Members of the Friends (those with 
memberships of $50 or more) are invited 
to attend a preview evening on Thursday, 
May 14, from 5-8 p.m. This year’s collec-
tion of books for sale includes all cate-
gories (History, Biography, Arts, Foreign 
Language), plus lots of DVDs, and as 
always - plenty of fiction. Kids books $1, 
all else $2. All proceeds from the book 
sale are used to support cultural and ed-
ucational programs at the library includ-
ing the popular Museum Pass Program. 
Leftover books will be donated to local 
non-profit groups or sold online. Please 

contact the Friends to be considered 
for a book donation. The Friends of the 
Somerville Public Library is a not-for-
profit organization that helps the library 
and its branches to provide programs, 
services and materials not covered by 
the library’s normal operating budget. 
If you would like to become a member 
of the Friends, or volunteer to help with 
the book sale, please contact the Friends 
by email at: FriendsSomervillePubli-
cLibrary@gmail.com or follow them at 
facebook.com/FriendsOfTheSomervil-
lePublicLibrary.

*********************
LIFT Ministries is hosting an evening 
of praise and worship with a live band, 
inspirational speakers, and time for 
prayer. The event will be at St. Cather-
ine of Genoa Church in Somerville on 
Tuesday, May 19, 7-9 p.m. Come join 
hundreds of young adults, families, 
clergy, and friends for a great evening 
of live music and Christian fellowship. 
The church is at 179 Summer Street. 
For more information call the parish 
office at 617-666-2087, or visit http://
www.liftedhigher.com.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 11

the decision-making process. 
Some of the data we collect 
begs us to ask questions, and 
by having an informed discus-
sion with members of the com-
munity all starting from the 
same set of facts, we can un-

cover new, innovative solutions 
to the challenges we face. 

Before coming to Washing-
ton, Dr. Patil actually used 
data made available by the 
U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 

to improve weather forecast-
ing as part of his doctoral 
work, so he understands how 
open data can result in new 
solutions from those outside 
government. This is a goal we 
continue to strive for, from 

our new Data Dashboard 
website that puts our data 
into a clear, transparent and 
easy to browse format, to our 
ResiStat meetings that bring 
data to the public. I am excit-
ed that the White House has 

created the role of the nation’s 
first chief data scientist. Let’s 
hope it’s a sign that the values 
of open, transparent govern-
ment continue to spread—
and everyone can benefit from 
the era of big data.

White House’s new chief data scientist points the way forward for all 
governments, big and small   CONT. FROM PG 10
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

Sell your 
house today!
“We’ll sell your house fast!”

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040

 

To advertise in The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010
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Somerville Community Access TV Ch.3 Programming Guide
Celebrating 30 years of making grassroots community media for Somerville

City Cable TV Schedule for the Week

Want to learn TV production? Final Cut Pro? Soundtrack Pro? Green-screen? Call us today for more info! 617-628-8826
Wednesday, April 29

6:30am	 Road to Recovery
7:00am	 Somerville Film Group
7:30am	 Life Matters
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 SCATV Presents Potluck and Lecture Series
10:00am	 Somerville Neighborhood News
10:30am	 Art at SCATV
11:00am	 Abugida TV
12:00pm	 The Big Picture with Thom Hartmann Show
1:30pm	 Henry Parker Presents
2:00pm	 Physician Focus
2:30pm	 SCATV Presents  
4:00pm	 Free Speech Television
5:00pm	 Energy Theater
6:00pm	 Trance: A Romantic Journey
6:30pm	 Somerville Housing Authority
7:00pm	 Art as Protest
8:00pm	 Somerville Pundits
8:30pm	 The Steve Katsos Show
9:00pm	 Bay State Biking News 
10:00pm	 Art at SCATV
10:30pm	 SCATV Presents Honk Festival
11:00pm	 Visual Radio

Thursday, April 30
6:00am	 Atheist Viewpoint
7:00am	 Creating Cooperative Kids
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 Cancer Explained!
9:30am	 Girls Talk
10:00am	 Dead Air Live
11:00am	 Greater Somerville 
11:30am 	 Ablevision
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm	 Chef’s Table Series
2:00pm	 Neighborhood Cooking w/ Candy
2:30pm	 Cooking with Georgia & Dez
3:00pm	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm	 Free Speech Television
5:00pm	 Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
5:30pm	 Eat Well Be Happy Cooking Show

6:00pm	 TBT: Throwback Thursday
6:30pm	 Health is Wealth
7:00pm	 Taking Back your Health (Live call-in)
7:30pm	 Active Aging
8:00pm	 Fouye Zo Nan Kalalou (Live call-in)
9:30pm	 The Steve Katsos Show
10:00pm	 Somerville Film Group
11:00pm	 Art as Protest

Friday, May 1
6:00pm	 Somerville Film Group
7:30am	 Shrink Rap
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV) 
9:00am	 SCATV Presents Potluck and Lecture Series
10:00am	 Pearls of Irregular Shape
11:00am	 Henry Parker Presents:
12:00pm 	 Brunch with Sen. Bernie Sanders
1:00pm	 Race, Community, and Police Relations 
2:00pm	 SCATV Presents Honk Festival
3:00pm	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm	 The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm	 Somerville Jazz Festival 2014
5:30pm	 Mystic Learning Center: Variety Hour
6:00pm	 Somerville Housing Authority
6:30pm	 Art at SCATV
7:00pm	 Somerville Film Group: 
8:00pm	 Pearls of Irregular Shape
9:00pm	 Energy Theater 
9:30pm	 The Steve Katsos Show
10:00pm	 The Somerville Line 
11:00pm	 Acronym TV (Free Speech TV)
11:30pm	 Wikiest link

Saturday, May 2
6:00am	 Arabic Hour
7:00am	 The Somerville Line
8:00am	 Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
8:30am	 Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
9:00am	 Festival Kreyol
10:00am	 Tele Galaxie
11:00am	 Dead Air Live
12:00pm	 Honk Festival
12:30pm	 Taking Back Your Health

1:00pm	 Art as Protest
1:30pm	 MAPS Health Connector
2:00pm	 Henry Parker Presents 
3:00pm	 Telemagazine
4:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
4:30pm	 Culture Club
5:00pm	 Tele Kreyol
6:00pm	 Pearls of Irregular Shape
7:00pm	 Somerville Film Group 
7:30pm	 Creative Somerville
8:00pm	 David Pakman (Free Speech TV)
9:00pm	 Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm	 Open Line News with Davey D
11:00pm	 Gay News USA (Free Speech TV)

Sunday, May 3
6:00am	 Program Celebrai
7:00am	 Rompendo em Fe 
8:00am	 Effort Pour Christ 
9:00am	 Heritage Baptist Church
10:00am	 Evangelico
10:30am	 Active Aging
11:00am	 Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer
11:30am	 Taking Back Your Health
12:00pm	 Inside Talk
12:30pm	 Somerville Film Group
1:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm	 Somerville Journal & Times Reading
2:00pm	 Legacies - A SCATV Production
2:30pm	 Life Matters 
3:00pm	 Rompendo em Fe
4:00pm	 Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm	 Race, Community, and Police Relations 
6:00pm	 Abugida TV
7:00pm	 African Television Network 
8:00pm	 Tele Magazine
9:00pm	 Effort Pour Christ
10:00pm	 Farrakhan Speaks
11:00pm	 Nate’s Slot/Doghouse 

Monday, May 4
6:00am	 Ablevision
6:30am	 Creating Cooperative Kids

7:30am	 Eckankar 
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 The Stephanie Miller Show (Free Speech TV)
10:00am	 Bay State Biking News
11:00am	 Pearls of Irregular Shape  
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm	 Somerville Film Group: 
2:00pm	 Exercise with Robyn and Max
2:30pm	 Esoteric Science
4:00pm	 Free Speech Television
5:00pm	 Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm	 Literati Scene
6:00pm	 Ville Pirates
6:30pm	 Youth Programing
7:00pm	 The Somerville Line
8:00pm	 Abugida TV
9:00pm	 Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm 	 Bate Papo com Shirley
11:00pm	 The Entertainer’s Show

Tuesday, May 5
7:00am	 The Struggle
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 The Struggle
10:00am	 Shrink Wrap
11:00am	 Wicked Sober
11:30am	 Ablevision
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm	 Art as Protest
2:00pm	 Art at SCATV
2:30pm	 Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
3:00pm	 Tele Galxie
4:00pm	 Ring of Fire (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm	 Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer (L) 
5:30pm	 The Literati Scene
6:00pm	 Creative Somerville
6:30pm	 Culture Club
7:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
7:30pm	 Greater Somerville (L)
8:00pm	 Dead Air Live 
9:00pm	 Energy Theater
11:00pm	 The David Pakman Show (Free Speech TV)

CITY TV 13/22

Wednesday, April 29

9:00am:	 Spring Clean Up 2015
9:15am:	 Congressional Update
12:00pm:	 School Committee Meeting – REPLAY
3:00pm:	 Congressional Update
3:30pm:	 SomerViva em Portugues
6:30pm:	 Patriots’ Day Ceremonies
7:15pm:	 SomerViva em Português
7:45pm:	 Seriously Somerville w/ Jimmy Del Ponte
8:15pm:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
8:45pm:	 Week of the Young Child
9:15pm:	 Raising Families
9:45pm:	 2015 Mayor’s Business Town Meeting

Thursday, April 30
12:00am:	 Patriots’ Day Ceremonies
12:45am:	 SomerViva em Português
1:15am:	 Lt. Colonel Woodhouse & Tuskegee Airmen
2:30am:	 Aldermen at Work
3:00am:	 Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
9:00am:	 LGBT Flag Raising
9:15am:	 Voices of Somerville - GLASS
12:00pm:	 Senior Circuit 
12:30pm:	 Raising Families
1:00pm:	 Women’s History Month Reception
1:30pm:	 Mayor’s Fitness Challenge 2015
1:45pm:	 Congressional Update
2:15pm:	 Patriots’ Day Ceremonies
3:30pm:	 SomerViva en Espanol
7:00pm:	 SomerViva en Espanol
7:30pm:	 Raising Families
8:00pm:	 2015 Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
9:15pm:	 Aldermen at Work
9:45pm	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co-Labs
10:15pm:	 SomerViva an Anisyen Kreole

Friday, May 1
12:00am:	 Raising Families
12:30am:	 SomerViva an Enisyen Kreole
12:45pm	 2015 Mayor’s Business Town Meeting
2:00am:	 Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
2:30am:	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co-Labs
9:00am:	 Earthquake Vigil for Napal
12:00pm:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
12:30pm:	 Earthquake Vigil for Napal
1:00pm:	 Connecting Communities
1:30pm:	 SomerViva en Espanol
2:00pm:	 Lt. Colonel Woodhouse & Tuskegee Airmen
3:15pm:	 Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
6:30pm:	 SomerViva em Português
7:00pm:	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co Labs
7:30pm:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
8:00pm:	 Patriots’ Day Ceremonies
8:45pm:	 Seriously Somerville w/ Jimmy Del Ponte
9:15pm:	 Lt. Colonel Woodhouse & Tuskegee Airmen

Saturday, May 2
12:00am:	 Connecting Communities
12:30am:	 Raising Families
1:00am:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
1:30am:	 SomerViva em Portugues
2:00am:	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co-Labs
2:30am:	 Aldermen at Work
9:00am:	 Connecting Communities

12:00pm:	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co Labs
12:30pm:	 SomerViva an Ayisyen Kreole
12:45pm:	 Greater Boston Abolitionists 
2:00pm:	 Aldermen at Work 
2:30pm:	 Earthquake Vigil for Napal
3:00pm:	 Raising Families
6:30pm:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
7:00pm:	 Women’s History Month Reception
7:30pm:	 Week of the Young Child
8:00pm:	 SomerViva en Espanol
8:30pm:	 Connecting Communities
9:00pm:	 Congressional Update
9:30pm:	 Earthquake Vigil for Napal
10:00pm:	 SomerViva an Ayisyen Kreole

Sunday, May 3
12:00am:	 SomerViva em Português
12:30am:	 Greater Boston Abolitionists
1:00am:	 Congressional Update
1:30am:	 Women’s History Month Reception
2:00am:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
2:30am:	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co Labs
9:00am:	 Congressional Update
12:00pm:	 Senior Circuit
12:30pm:	 Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00pm:	 Voices of Somerville - GLASS
1:30pm:	 Congressional Update
2:00pm:	 SomerViva en Espanol
2:30pm:	 Greater Boston Abolitionists
3:45pm:	 LGBT Flag Raising
6:30pm:	 Spring Clean Up 2015
7:00pm:	 Senior Circuit
7:30pm:	 Week of the Young Child
8:15pm:	 Connecting Communities
8:45pm:	 SomerViva an Ayisyen Kreole
9:00pm:	 LGBT Flag Raising
9:15pm:	 Aldermen at Work 
9:45pm:	 2015 Mayor’s Business Town Meeting

Monday, May 4
12:00am:	 Senior Circuit
12:30am:	 Connecting Communities
1:00am:	 SomerVivaemPortuguês
1:30pm:	 Mayor’s Fitness Challenge 2015
1:45pm:	 Aldermen at Work 
2:15pm:	 Greek Independence Day Celebration
9:00am:	 Connecting Communities
9:30am:	 SomerViva en Espanol
12:00pm:	Lt. Colonel Woodhouse & Tuskegee Airmen
1:15pm:	 Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
1:45pm:	 Patriots’ Day Celebration
2:45pm:	 Women’s History Month Celebration
6:15pm:	 Spring Clean Up 2015
7:00pm:	 School Committee Meeting – LIVE

Tuesday, May 5
12:00am:	 Somerville/MIT Climate Co Labs
1:00am:	 Highlander Forum - CTE
1:30am:	 Connecting Communities
2:00am:	 Women’s History Month Celebration
2:30am:	 Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
9:00am:	 Patiots’ Day Ceremonies
9:45am:	 Congressional Update
12:00pm:	 Senior Circuit
12:30pm:	 Sit & Be Fit
1:00pm:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.

1:30pm:	 Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
2:00pm:	 Greater Boston Abolitionists
3:30pm:	 Congressional Update
7:00pm:	 Senior Circuit
7:30pm:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
8:00pm:	 Congressional Update
8:30pm:	 School Committee Meeting – REPLAY 
12:00am:	 Senior Circuit
12:30am:	 Aldermen at Work 
1:00am:	 Raising Families
1:30am:	 Talking Business – Union Sq.
2:00pm:	 SomerViva em Português
2:30pm:	 Connecting Communities

EDUCATIONAL CHANNEL 15
Wednesday, April 29

9:00am:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
10:00am:	 SHS Winter Concert
12:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
1:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
2:00pm:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
4:00pm:	 Summer Camp and Activity Fair
5:00pm:	Argenziano School Malian Drum and Dance
6:00pm:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
7:00pm:	 SHS Winter Concert
9:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
10:00pm:	Connecting Communities - Health Director

Thursday, April 30
12:00am:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation
12:30am:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
2:00am:	 Argenziano School Malian Drum and Dance
9:00am:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
10:00am:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
11:00am:	 Student of the Quarter Awards - 2nd Qtr
1:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
2:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
3:00pm:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation
3:30pm:	 Student of the Qtr Awards- ESCS
4:00pm:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
6:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
7:00pm:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
8:30pm:	 Student of the Qtr Awards- ESCS
10:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
10:30pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15

Friday, May 1
12:00am:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
1:30am:	 Student of the Quarter Awards - 2nd Qtr
9:00am:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
10:00am:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
11:00am:	 Student of the Quarter Awards - 2nd Qtr
1:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
2:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
3:00pm:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation
4:00pm:	 SHS Softball v Malden
6:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
7:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15
8:00pm:	 SHS Baseball v Mystic Valley
10:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
10:30pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
11:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15

Saturday, May 2
12:00am:	 SHS Baseball v Mystic Valley
 9:00am:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation

10:00am:	 SHS Softball v Malden
12:00pm:	Connecting Communities - Health Director
1:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15
2:00pm:	 SHS Baseball v Mystic Valley
4:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
4:30pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
5:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15
6:00pm:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation
7:00pm:	 SHS Softball v Malden
9:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
10:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15

Sunday, May 3
12:00am:	 SHS Baseball v Mystic Valley
2:00am:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15
9:00am:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
10:00am:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
11:00am:	 Student of the Quarter Awards - 2nd Qtr
1:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
2:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
3:00pm:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation
4:00pm:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
6:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
7:00pm:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
8:00pm:	 Student of the Quarter Awards - 2nd Qtr
10:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
10:30pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
11:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15

Monday, May 4
12:00am:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
1:30am:	 Student of the Quarter Awards - 2nd Qtr
9:00am:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
10:00am:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
11:00am:	 SHS Softball v Malden
1:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
2:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
3:00pm:	 Raising Families- Smoking Cessation
3:30pm:	 Student of the Qtr Awards- Healey School
4:00pm:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
6:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
7:00pm:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
8:30pm:	 Student of the Qtr Awards- Healey School
9:00pm:	 SHS Softball v Malden
11:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15

Tuesday, May 5
12:00am:	Argenziano School Malian Drum and Dance
9:00am:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
11:00am:	Connecting Communities - Health Director
12:00pm:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
1:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
2:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15
3:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
3:30pm:	 Student of the Qtr Awards- Kennedy School
4:00pm:	 SHS Baseball v Mystic Valley
5:00pm:	 2015 National Honor Society Ceremony
7:00pm:	 Connecting Communities - Health Director
8:00pm:	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Childhood
8:30pm:	 Student of the Qtr Awards- Kennedy School
9:00pm:	 SHS CTE Vocational Fair
10:00pm:	 SHS Boys Basketball 2014-15
11:00pm:	 SHS Girls Basketball 2014-15
12:00am:	 SHS Baseball v Mystic Valley
2:00am:	 SHS Softball v Malden
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Elizabeth Gordon  McKim is not just about get-
ting her own work out there. A respected educa-
tor, poet and influential member of the Expressive 
Arts Movement, McKim engages the community 
and other artists and students so they too can real-
ize their creative potential. As the poet, and McK-
im’s late partner, Etheridge Knight said, “You must 
be a poet of the poem, and the people.” McKim is 
the embodiment of this.

Elizabeth Gordon McKim has published five 
books of poetry, the latest being The Red Thread 
(Leapfrog Press). She is a teacher, performance 
poet, spoken word artist, and has been an adjunct 
professor for forty years in the department of Cre-
ative Arts in Learning at Lesley University. McK-
im is the poet laureate of the European Graduate 
School, and the Jazz Poet of Lynn where she lives 
in a renovated shoe factory. She is included with 
four others in the new anthology titled The Wild 
Women of Lynn, published by Blaine Hebbel and 
The Ring of Bone Press.

I had the pleasure to interview her on my Somer-
ville Community Access TV show Poet to Poet/
Writer to Writer:

Doug Holder: You were intimately connected 
with the famed prisoner poet and civil rights ac-
tivist Etheridge Knight. Can you tell us about your 
life and times with him?

Elizabeth McKim: I knew him in the last decade 
of his life. He died in 1991. I met him through a 
poet in Worcester, Mass., Fran Quinn. We were 
both going down to work in the schools in Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas. It was in the late 70s. Fran 
thought we should stop in Memphis where he 
was living. He was married at the time to a wom-
an from Worcester, Mass. And here, I heard him 
read his poetry. And that was very important for 
me because he was one of the best readers of po-
etry I have heard. I never got bored, even when I 
heard the same work over and over again. He had a 
major belief in the poet, the poem and the people. 
He reminded me never to forget your people when 
you are reading or they will forget you. When I 
teach children I tell them not to forget their people 
– speak up and speak out!

There were a lot of things that were connected 
with music that Etheridge knew about. At God-
dard College, where I got my Masters Degree, 
I learned so much about movement, breath and 
song. This went well with Etheridge and his work. 
He did have an amazing message for black men, 
but it really did spread out from there. The manu-
script I am now working on now has several essays 
about him, interviews, and poems. I have a lot of 
his papers and eventually I plan to put them in a 
university archive. I did spend a year and half in 
Indianapolis where his family lived – it was a won-
derful community of artists. Here, I learned how 
community can be so important to making art. I 
learned how people inspire each other—painters 
with poets, etc.

Etheridge, when he was first in prison, at Mich-
igan City, wrote his first book of poetry. He was 
published by the Broadside Press, a very important 
press for Black poets like Gwendolyn Brooks, So-
nia Sanchez, etc., all of whom were published there.

DH: You have been described as a pioneer of the 
Expressive Arts Movement. What is that move-
ment exactly, as you understand it?

EM: The Expressive Arts Movement more or 
less started in Cambridge, Mass. at Lesley Univer-
sity. A man named Shawn McNiff , who was an 
expressive therapist at Danvers State, was an in-
strumental figure here. He believed that language, 
paintings, movement, etc., all inform one another, 
especially working with the healthy side of people. 
Creativity is the important thing. They named dis-
cipline at Lesley “The Expressive Arts Therapy.” 
Antioch College in Ohio, and Goddard had small 
programs at that time, but now there are centers 
across the country and the world. Appalachia State 
University has one, there is a center in Toronto, an-
other fine one in San Diego, to name just a few. 
I always think of Allen Ginsberg, who said, “All I 
wanted to do was to get back to the body where I 
was born.” In some ways that’s what the expressive 
arts are all about. We now train students to get out 
in the community and work with conflict resolu-
tion in the community. They are in rehab centers, 
prisons, etc.

DH: Tell me about this organization “Trouba-
dour” that you are involved with?

EM: It is a consortium of singer/songwriters, po-
ets, writers, going out and working in the schools. 
They engage the students through different art 
forms. They work to increase literacy – they try to 
turn the kids on. We make partnerships with the 
schools, get funding etc.

DH: You are the Poet Laureate of the Europe-
an Graduate School in Switzerland. What is that 
about?

EM: The people who started this were the peo-
ple who started out at Lesley University. Folks 
like Paolo J. Knill , Steve Levine, and Sally Atkins. 
They started the school there. It is between Gene-
va and Zurich. We stay in an inn – and believe it or 
not the innkeeper built the school for us. In addi-
tion we have a partnership with New York Univer-
sity. We help people work in the community with 
others. We have visiting artists, lectures – there is 
a PhD program – we even have a small school in 
South Korea.  We need all this in these times of 
deadening violence. The arts are crucial in all the 
different aspects of living. We teach compassion. 
We ask students to think about what it’s like to 
be another person. And hopefully the other person 
will learn to ask what it is like to be in the “other’s” 
shoes. It is important to think outside of yourself.

DH: Tell me about this “ Wild Women of Lynn” 
anthology you are involved with. How are you guys 
wild?

EM: Blaine Hebbel was a major force behind 
this. We are wild and mild. Inside every person 
who is creative, there is that wild, creative storm. 

Sometimes a man has got to do, what a man 
has got to do.

LEAVING

He sits sideways in the chair
His back against the wall.
His left arm rests on the small table,
His right arm hangs loosely over the back of the chair,
A bottle of beer in his hand.

He studies his friends at the tables near him.
They are seated casually in awkward silence.
Each is looking intently at something,
Avoiding any eye contact with anyone.
Tense. Nervous. On edge.

He can feel it in them.

He has known them for the better part of five years.
He has made love to a couple of the girls.
Been angry with most of the bunch at one time or another.
Shared laughter and sadness, sometimes even joy.
Been drunk with them all.  More than once.

He loves them.

The bar room where they hang out
Is unusually quiet now.

Tomorrow is Wednesday.
It is the first Wednesday that he will get out of bed
With no expectation of seeing any of them.
And again on Thursday. 
Then Friday.
And probably never after that.

He pushes off the table and chair
And rises suddenly, startling them.
He places the bottle on the table.
They all look at him intently as
He fastens the bottom snap on his jacket.

“Where you goin’, man?” one asks.

“Gonna start bein’ somebody else.” he replies softly.

Then he turns and walks out the door.

— Tom Miller

Elizabeth McKim:
A poet of the poem. A poet of the people.

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu



24••APRIL 29, 2015


