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Inside: City weighs setting standard on
mandating of indoor masks

By Jim Clark

A resolution was put forward and approved at

the latest regular meeting of the Somerville City
Council on Thursday, April 14, asking that the
Board of Health consider setting a public stan-
dard by which to evaluate when an indoor mask
mandate should be enacted at their next meet-
ing, and consider whether the community has

already met the criteria for implementing a local

mask mandate,

Old Sullivan

Square In the official text of the resolution, co-spon-

sors City Councilor At-Large Willie Burnley Jr.,
Ward 7 City Councilor Judy Pineda Neufeld,
City Councilor At-Large Charlotte Kelly, and
City Councilor At-Large Jake Wilson asserted
the following:

+ That he COVID-19 pandemic and all
variants therein have demonstrated a threat

The Somerville City Council has requested that the Board of Health consider ways to evaluate the necessity
for implementing indoor mask mandates in the future. to the health and safety of Continued on page 4

Somerville celebrates Patriots' Day

On Monday, April 18, for the first time since
2017, the City of Somerville celebrated Patri-
ots' Day outdoors and in person at Foss Park on

More trees on the Broadway from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
way for Somerville This event featured a reenactment of Paul Re-
page 5 veres famous ride from Boston to Lexington —

which happened to pass right through Somerville.

Attendees enjoyed period-appropriate refresh-
ments and games. They completed their “Colo-
nial Passports” to win a prize and shopped for
educational items at the Somerville Museum’s
table, all while enjoying music from the Somer-
ville High School band. Colonial clothing was
encouraged and worn by many who participated.

Patriots' Day was proclaimed in Massachusetts
in 1894 by Gov. Greenhalge, replacing Fast Day
as a public holiday. It was established on April
19, commemorating the date of the Battles of
Lexington and Concord and the larger Battle of

Menotomy in 1775, and consolidating the long-

Annual Easter Egg standing municipal observances of Lexington
Hunt Day and Concord Day. It also marked the first

page 14 bloodshed of the American Civil War in the Bal-
. . ) The traditional Patriots' Day celebration event at Foss Park returned after a four-year hiatus on Monday.
timore riot of 1861. Continued on page 12 — Photos by Bobbie Toner
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

Open Studios 2022 will take place on Saturday and Sunday,
April 30 and May 1, from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. Artists across
Somerville will open their studios to the public to display their
latest work and meet visitors. www.somervilleopenstudios.org.
Streetwise (formally Bike Talk Social Hour) takes place on
Wednesday, April 20, 6:30 p.m., at Aeronaut Brewery, 14
Tyler St. (with Zoom option). Join the Somerville Alliance
for Safe Streets and the Somerville Bicycle Advisory Com-
mittee for a new monthly speaker series that aims to share
wisdom on the path to complete streets. The first event will
feature Amber Christofferson from Mystic River Watershed
Association with a talk titled Movement on the Mystic: New
biking infrastructure in the works from Mystic Lakes to Boston
Harbor. For the Zoom Link (and poster) visit bit.ly/3NSpJYj
KhEAXXKAAX KA AKX KA AKX KA AKX KK kX
The City of Somerville is participating in National Pre-
scription Drug Take Back Day this month, hosting two col-
lection events for residents to safely dispose of prescription
medications. On Saturday, April 30, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m., join the Community Outreach, Help, and Recovery
(COHR) Department and the Prevention Services Divi-
sion at 220 Washington St. and 6 Newbury St. Staft will be
onsite at both locations to collect unused or expired medica-
tions and provide overdose prevention information and re-
sources. Free Narcan will also be distributed at each location.
In addition to collection events each spring and fall, Somer-
ville offers 24/7, year-round disposal kiosks at the Public
Safety Building, 220 Washington St. for medications and
sharps (needles and syringes).
dhEAXXKAAX KA AKX KA AKX KA AKX KK kX

To those celebrating their birthdays this week: Happy birthday
to former alderman and great guy, Jack Connolly of Cleary In-
surance (formally Wedgwood-Crane & Connolly Insurance)
in Davis Sq. We hope he has a great birthday. Happy birthday
to Julie Phelan Brady. We wish her a great  Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of April 20 — April 26 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday 0
°/38° 19 W2 h
April 20 Sunny 59°/38 3% % 0mp
Thursday
Cloud 60°/48° 59 39 S 19 mph
April 21 oucy / o o mp
Friday Sunn 69°/43° 8% 2%  WNW 18 mph
April 22 y ° ° P
Saturday v Cloudy  579/39° 2% 3%  NNW 10 mph
April 23
Sunday
loud °/41° 219 159 E1 h
April 24 Cloudy 53°/ % 5% 0mp
Monday
Cloud 54°/44° 149 109 ESE 12 mph
April 25 oudy f A] & mp
Tuesday .
; Rain 60°/47° 33% 22% SW 13 mph
April 26

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: GLX arrives in Union Square

Nicky says:

Winnie Lawrence who lived on Mystic Ave, was the leader of a group of citizens Calle BURY I 93.
Who fought for years in the late 60’s and early 70’s. It was for not trying, to tunnel 93 into Boston.
The state destroyed a long stretch of mystic Ave and re-routed the mystic river. There were many

homes and businesses taken by eminent domain. It was scorched earth policy of the state and city.

Nothing changes, no matter who is in charge, democrats, progressive democrats, republicans, all

of them. Here is one of many reasons, THEY DON’T LIVE THERE.

Response to: Traffic stops for undocumented immigrants
policy under review

TheoNa says:

So let me see if I understand this. If a citizen who has had their license suspended or does not have
a driver’s license gets stopped, they will he arrested. If an illegal alien gets stopped they are given a
summons and allowed to walk away.

If the person who is stopped does not have valid identification, how can the officer be certain that
the name given is valid? Does the officer just believe that person?

Doesn't this create a loophole where a driver who is a citizen and is driving with a suspended li-
cense just has to say that they are an illegal alien with no ID in order to avoid arrest by just making

up a name and walking away? No wonder this country is going down the tubes.

Reply to TheoNa says:

You don't understand this.

You assume that a “citizen” will automatically be arrested. That is not the case. Most likely, it's a
fine and a summons.

https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/ chapter90/section23

This just prevents arrests explicitly and solely because of someone’s immigration status if they

happened to be pulled over, and it has been local policy for a few years now, as stated in the article.

Yet another poster says:

I had a drivers license back in the 80’s. I went to renew it and the line was too long. I've got better

things to do with my time. Haven't had a license for 30 years now and I drive every day.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138 and speak to the Assignment Editor
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®Massachusetts

the
flocks of pigeons

Remember

that hungaround in-
side Sullivan Square
Station? Here are
some memories of

the old Sullivan

Square station.

“I was young and in my memories
looking back it's like a black and white
Vincent Price movie. The human turn-
stiles were murderous looking, the steel
screeching wheels filled the air as pigeons
took wing, enough to make you look up
and dripping water if it was raining. Or is
my memory real? Maybe it was a movie?”

“Remember standing on the platform
waiting for a bus and the whole floor
would shake as busses rolled by.”

“Oh yes. Always knew when the train
was coming, even by the sound of the
wheels screeching on the tracks as it came
around the corner.”

“Back in the day, the old Sullivan station
was known as one of the biggest stations
in the world. I Remember it. I sold news-

Life in the §MilY by Jimmy Del Ponte

Old Sullivan Square

papers at the top of the ramp and sold
paper to the people getting off the bus to
get on the train”

Someone remembers a sign that said,
“NO LOITERING, NO SPITTING!”

“Going in town to do Christmas shop-
ping. By the time you got back to Sullivan
with all your goodies you'd still have to
wait for a bus to Winter Hill. I remember
how cold it was in there, but fond memo-
ries of me and my mum.”

“I remember this that the entrance com-
ing into Sullivan Square from Boston
Hood's milk with the big milk bottle was
on the left. When I saw the Hoods milk
bottle I knew we were almost home.”

“I remember Sullivan Station and taking
the trains and the rattle and it bounced
from one side of the tracks.”

“I remember the big wooden turnstiles
before the platform.”

“Didn't use Sullivan Sq., but I do re-
member the nasty smell at Lechmere.”

“Going way back, I remember the ele-
vated tracks going out of it into Boston,
and the pigeons were all over the place.”

Lots of people remember those physical
structures and conditions but it's the per-
sonal memories that link us to a particu-
lar place. I remember my father taking us
into town and hearing the screeching and
feeling the rumbling and of course the pi-

geons and the odor.

Thank you to everyone who contributed
to the story. It's such a contrast consider-
ing the new stations that are opening up.
Let’s hope we can keep the pigeons, rab-
bits and rats out of the new stations.

To advertise in The Somerville Times
call
Bobbie Toner: 857-488-5138

The Sisters of $t. Joseph
of Boston Present

Ninth annual dinner to benefit the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

May 11, 2022 ot the Seaport Hotel in Boston
Join us for an engaging evening from 6 p.m. - 9p.m.

HONORING

Rosemary Scapicchio

a Boston criminal defense
lawyer who has saved the lives
of the wrongfully accused

Join us in person or virtually.*

*Register to receive link
(will be sent in the future.)

REGISTER NOW !

jisit {CSJDream2022.givesmart.com

Two Family - For Sale
Magoun Sq. area

8 Rooms- 3 Bedrooms - 2 Baths

$919,999

Open House: 41 Partridge Ave, Somerville

Saturday, April 23
12- 2 p.m.

Sunday, April 24
12 -2 p.m.

Contact: Bobbie Toner
857-488-5138
bobbietoner@aol.com

SAV-MOR

SPPRATS

v i
HOLIDAYS MEAN | -l :.: SAV-MOR
FAMILY
WE SELL
LIQUOR gl

""’M‘tnmﬂ-"w

325 Canal Street, Unit 518
Somerville, MA 02145

STORE HOURS
Mon-Tues 9am-9pm
Wed-Sat 9am-10pm
Sundays we are now open 12pm-8pm

Now Open
Assembly Row
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By Jim Clark

Breaking and entering victim was no chicken

Somerville Police officers were
dispatched to a Grand Union
Blvd. location last Sunday after a
9-1-1 called was received report-
ing that a man and woman had
broken into the caller's vehicle.
The victim gave the call taker
a clothing description of the
woman, and also stated that
she confronted the couple on
Grand Union Blvd., where her
vehicle was parked, and took
several Chick-fil-A gift cards —
valued at $299.50 — from the

woman's hand. These gift cards

were reportedly stolen from the
victim's vehicle.

The man and woman report-
edly took off running on Grand
Union Blvd. towards Artisan
Way. The victim chased after
them and screamed for help,
then flagged down an arriving
police officer and informed her
of the incident.

The officer detained a woman
wearing clothing that matched
the victim's description. She was
subsequently identified as Jessica
Filipowich, of Malden.

Filipowich reportedly told po-
lice that she was alone and de-
nied breaking into the car. The
officer asked Filipowich where
she came from, and she report-
edly replied, "We came from the
Mystic Project and we are going
to the train station."

The officer then asked Filip-
owich what she meant by "we.'
The defendant stated she was
with her boyfriend, who lives
in Everett.

The victim told police that
she was walking to her vehicle

and saw the front passenger
side door open, as the defen-
dant and a male suspect were
reaching inside her vehicle and
grabbing items.

The ofhicers reviewed the sur-
veillance footage and saw the
defendant and the male suspect
open the front passenger door of
the victim's vehicle, reach inside
and close the door. They also ob-
served the victim confront Fili-
powich and the male suspect in
the middle of the street.

The male suspect ran down

Grand Union Blvd., entered
Saks Fifth Avenue, removed his
hat and jacket, and walked out
of the store. He then walked into
the Assembly Row train station
at approximately 5:58 p.m.

Based on their observations
and the victim's statement, the
officers placed Filipowich under
arrest on a charge of felony day-
time breaking and entering of a
vehicle or boat,

Filipowich was subsequently
transported to the Somerville
Police headquarters for booking.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Help Keep Somerville Safe!

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Arrests: Medford, April 16, 3:14 a.m.,,

arrested at Broadway on a

on a charge of operation of a liquor. charge of felony daytime break-
Jessica Filipowich, of Mal-
den, April 17, 5:54 p.m., arrest-

ed at Grand Union Blvd. on a

motor vehicle under the influ- ing and entering of a vehicle or

Jose Lopez Molina, April 11,

10:52 p.m., arrested at Tufts St. boat.

ence of liquor. charge of operation of a motor

Tenzen vehicle under the influence of

Thoulutsang, of

City weighs setting standard on
mandating of indoor masks

CONT. FROM PG 1

O'Donovan Law Office

Somerville residents.

+ That masking indoors provides signif-
icant protection for individual and collec-
tive health, particularly for those dispro-
portionately impacted by COVID-19,
such as people who are immunocompro-
mised.

+ That the public is not aware of any
standard by which the Somerville Board
of Health is determining when masking
indoors should be mandatory.

+ That wastewater data shows that trac-
es of the coronavirus have more than qua-
drupled in our area in the last month.

741 Broadway

Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

Specializing in:

+ That other cities, such as Boston

and Philadelphia, have set standards by

The resolution was unanimously ap-
proved by the full City Council, with the
exception of Ward 6 City Councilor Lance

e Zoning/Permitting
which to determine when mask mandates
should be implemented or ceased.

COVID-19 vaccine clinic,
Monday, April 25

Are you due for a COVID-19 dose or boost-
er? The next clinic will be Monday, April 25 at
Somerville High School, 81 Highland Ave.,
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Davis, who was not present for the vote.

~N e Real Estate

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

e Estate I;Ianning/Wiiis
& Trusts

This COVID-19 Pfizer Vaccine Clinic is

open to everyone age 12 and up for 1st dose,

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

2nd dose, or booster. Walk-ins are welcome. Students under 18 do not need to
be accompanied by a parent or guardian as long as their parent has filled out the

online registration and consent form.

Sponsored by the City of Somerville Department of Health & Human Services
and the Somerville Public Schools.

Please use this link to register: https://home.color.com/vaccine/register/somer-

ville?calendar=£73e9955-4ec2-4273-bf21-02428690b6d2
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City foresters to plant 175 trees this sprmg

By Molly Rains

As the growing season ap-
proaches, Somerville’s urban for-
esters are gearing up for a busy
spring. The Urban Forestry Di-
vision plans to plant 175 trees in
the next few months, said Senior
Urban Forestry and Landscape
Planner Dr. Vanessa Boukili.
The springtime plantings should
begin in May.

Similar planting initiatives
occur twice per year in Somer-
ville, with one planting season
in the spring and another in the
fall. These plantings are an im-
portant part of the city’s Urban
Forest Management Plan. This
document, in 2021
by the Urban Forestry Divi-

sion, outlines the city’s strate-

released

gy for “building and protecting

Somervilles urban forest” via
the planting, monitoring, and
maintenance of trees across the
city. Planting 175 new trees this
spring will bring Somerville
halfway to the plan’s yearly goal
of 350 plantings.

This year, the spring planting
season comes on the heels of
the 150th anniversary of Arbor
Day. This holiday, which will
fall on Friday, April 29, began
in 1872 as a celebration of trees
and planting. Somerville has
been recognized by the Arbor
Day Foundation for more than
a quarter-century via the Tree
City USA Award.

To maintain its Tree City
status, Somerville must con-
tinue to meet four standards: a
budget of at least $2 per capi-
ta devoted to urban forestry; a

ER L,

“.”‘ '
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The streets of Somerville are home to a wide diversity of tree species, including this flowering crabapple tree (front) and white

pine (back).

community tree ordinance; a
yearly Arbor Day celebration;
and a department of local gov-
ernment devoted to the city’s
trees. Somerville's tree depart-
ment is the Urban Forestry Di-
vision, led by Dr. Boukili.

As plantings continue, the city
will also continue to remove

diseased or dead trees and those
that it determines pose a threat
to public safety. “We do our
best to remove stumps so that
we can plant new trees in the
same location,” said Dr. Bou-
kili, but “the timing of stump
removal and tree planting does

not always coincide” Somer-

— Photo by Molly Rains

ville residents can request a
stump removal or tree planting
at a specific address through
311 (via phone, the smart-
phone app, or at somervillema.
gov/311: https://www.somer-
villema.gov/departments/
constituent-services/311-ser-
vice-center).

Dorotlﬁy/s Comer

Cream Cheese Two
Ways

One of my favorite breakfast comfort
foods is bagels with cream cheese. On
occasion, I like to have a choice of ei-
ther a sweet or savory cream cheese to
go along with my bagel.

There are many choices in the super-
market for flavored cream cheese, but
there are so many additional ingredi-
ents added that I find I'm either un-
able to pronounce or even know what
I'm looking at unless I look it up! To
stay away from artificial flavors and
unnecessary ingredients, I came up
with these flavor combinations that
fit the bill.

The great thing is you can add your
own flavor combinations to your lik-
ing. These recipes below have a really
nice balance of flavors and textures.
Feel free to make your own flavor
combinations. It’s that easy!

8 oz. cream cheese at room tempera-
ture
1/4 cup orange marmalade

1/4 teaspoon ground cardamom
1/4 — 1/2 cup of chopped pecans or

walnuts

SAVORY FRESH HERB CREAM
CHEESE

8 0z. cream cheese at room temperature
1/4 cup finely chopped fresh parsley
1/4 cup finely chopped chives or
green onions and extra for garnish
1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black
pepper

1/4 teaspoon granulated garlic powder

Leave the cream cheese out at room

temperature until softened, about

1-1/2 hours, add cream cheese to a
medium sized bowl. Whichever reci-
pe you choose above, add all the ingre-
dients to the cream cheese and blend
thoroughly with a spatula, or a mixer.

Serve along with bagels, bagel chips or

even crackers.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi- ‘ ‘ . o oy ¢
marzo2002.wix. AN 1
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April 4-8, 2022 « Copyright © 2022 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call
records local senators’ votes on roll calls from the week
of April 11-15. There were no roll calls in the House
last week.

CLEAN ENERGY AND REDUCED EMISSIONS
(S 2819)

Senate 37-3 approved a bill that would expand the clean
energy industry and reduce emissions from the trans-
portation and building sectors across the state with the
goal of reaching net-zero emissions by 2050.

Provisions include providing creating a $100 million
Clean Energy Investment Fund, $100 million to incen-
tivize adoption of electric vehicles and $50 million to
increase the number of electric vehicle charging stations;
requiring all new vehicles sold to produce zero emissions
beginning in 2035; requiring the MBTA to purchase or
lease only zero-emission buses starting in 2028 and to
convert its entire fleet by 2040; increasing from $2,500
to $3,500 rebates for drivers who purchase electric vehi-
cles; requiring the state to prepare a report on the esti-
mated cost of converting school buses to zero-emission
vehicles; and updating the procurement process for new
offshore wind energy investments.

“We know climate change is relentless, so we think Mas-
sachusetts needs to be relentless, too,” said Sen. Mike
Barrett (D-Lexington), Senate chair of the Telecommu-
nications, Ultilities and Energy Committee. “No one's
around to give out As’ for effort. What matters are re-
sults. [The bill] pushes back against global warming on
multiple fronts, and with an emphasis on innovation and
smart experimentation. It's about thinking long-range
but executing now, in the short term. It's about prob-
lem-solving, confidence and even optimism.”

“Clean energy policy must be as realistic as it is bold,”
said Sen. Patrick O’Connor (R-Weymouth). “After over
12 hours of debate, the Massachusetts State Senate vot-
ed on a bill that was bold, but not realistic. Although
well-intended, the final bill neglected undeniable realities
for our economy, workforce and supply chain. My col-
leagues that voted no and I proposed a plan that would
have boldly invested in a green future without putting
too much strain on taxpayers, but this was rejected. That
is why I voted against the final version of the bill”

“The [bill] will help Massachusetts reach net-zero emis-
sions by 2050 by paving the road to clean transportation,
clean buildings and clean electric and thermal energy,’
said Sen. Cindy Creem (D-Newton), chair of the Senate
Committee on Global Warming and Climate Change.
“It is an impressive achievement, one that should give
every resident of the commonwealth hope about our
ability to mitigate climate change.”

“The bill as written significantly increases demand for
electricity, without corresponding cost controls, in-
creases in supply and transmission capacity, or sup-
port for conservation measures,” said Sen. Bruce Tarr
(R-Gloucester). “These factors could well combine to
cause economic harm and hardship, unsustainability
and failure to meet the significant carbon reduction re-
quirements of the Global Warming Solutions Act and
its successors and related regulations.”

“Combatting climate change requires an honest assess-
ment of the challenges before us, and constant work to
change the course we are on,” said Senate President Kar-

en Spilka (D-Ashland).“I'm proud to say that the Sen-

ate has never shied away from either and that we contin-

ue to lead on taking action to combat climate change”

“Many states are trying to provide tax relief for consum-
ers and small businesses due to the high cost of infla-
tion and states having extra money from over taxation,”
said Paul Craney, spokesman for the Massachusetts
Fiscal Alliance. The Massachusetts State Senate is tak-
ing another approach by passing a multifaceted climate
bill which aims to restrict energy supplies and options
for consumers while mandating costly alternatives. The
Senate Democrats passed a climate bill which will elim-
inate popular and reliable gas- and -diesel powered vehi-
cles, joining the likes of California. This ban will become
a significant problem for Massachusetts motorists when
their options are arbitrarily taken away from them due

to this bill”

The House has already approved a different version of
the proposal and the Senate version now goes to the
House for consideration. The bills will likely end up in
a conference committee to hammer out a compromise

version.
(A“Yes” vote is for the bill. A“No” vote is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (S 2819)

Senate 11-28, rejected an amendment that would con-
vene a Building Justice With Jobs Task Force to establish
the Building Justice With Jobs Plan — a statewide strat-
egy to retrofit and electrify 1 million residential homes
over the next ten years and to implement a comprehen-
sive strategy that extends targeted financial resources for

homes located in environmental justice communities.

Another key provision transfers $1 billion in American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) resources to the Mass Clean
Energy Center, a state agency dedicated to increase and
accelerate the growth of the state’s clean energy sector,
create jobs, deliver statewide environmental benefits
and secure long-term economic growth. Earmarked
funds include including $350 million to carry out the
Building Justice With Jobs Plan; $250 million to es-
tablish a clean energy investment institution or mech-
anism including a green bank; and $150 million for

clean energy infrastructure.

“I am disappointed that our chamber passed up an in-
credible opportunity to invest in our collective future and
our statewide economy,” said amendment sponsor Sen.
Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton). “According to the 2050 De-
carbonization Roadmap, we need to retrofit and electrify
1 million homes over the next decade to comply with
our updated emission reduction laws. By deploying $1
billion of our one-time federal ARPA resources - which
revert if unused - this powerful statewide plan would
have helped ensure equity, create thousands of new clean
energy jobs and ultimately achieve the progress we need
to decarbonize our commonwealth. It is imperative that
the Legislature invest these federal ARPA funds, which
come at no cost to the state, otherwise, the cost of inac-
tion will simply be unaffordable.”

Amendment opponents said the amendment results in
the Legislature giving too much power and authority to
an unelected task force in place of the Legislature. They
noted the amendment sets a bad precedent and might

even be unconstitutional.

Despite repeated requests from Beacon Hill Roll Call,
several senators did not respond to a request to com-

ment on why they voted against the amendment includ-
ing two key players in the drafting of the bill: Sen. Mike
Barrett (D-Lexington), Senate chair of the Telecom-
munications, Utilities and Energy Committee and Sen.
Mike Rodrigues (D-Westport), the chair of the Senate
Way and Means Committee.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is
against it).
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

DIVEST FOSSIL FUELS (S 2819)

Senate 39-0, approved an amendment that would con-
firm the authority of local retirement boards to divest
their respective pension funds from investments in fossil
fuel companies including those in sectors related to coal

and consumable fuels; integrated oil and gas; and oil and
gas exploration and production.

“The need for a local divestment option bill arose in 2017
after a local vote to divest retirement funds from fossil
fuel companies was ruled invalid, on the basis that they
lacked the authority to do so,” said Sen. Marc Pacheco
(D-Taunton). “Fossil fuel investments are extremely vol-
atile and in direct conflict with our continued progress
toward a clean energy future. This amendment is a com-
mon-sense solution that empowers local communities
to divest from fossil fuel companies by confirming their
right to cut ties with risky long-term commitments.’

(A“Yes” vote is for the amendment).

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ELECTRIC BUS ROLLOUT (S 2819)

Senate 39-0, approved an amendment that would re-
quire the Massachusetts Department of Transportation
to provide each of the state’s 15 regional transit authority
(RTAs) with assistance to create an electric bus rollout
plan that includes a goal to transition to zero-emission
buses.

Amendment supporters, noting that 55 percent of Bay
State residents are serviced by the state’s 15 RTAs, said
these RTAs need this assistance in order to make prog-
ress and reach the goal of all zero-emission buses.

“I proposed this amendment to support RTAs in elec-
trifying their bus fleets to ensure a sustainable and con-
tinued critical service to some of our most vulnerable
groups including riders who are low-income, paratran-
sit, older adults and essential workers,” said amendment
sponsor Sen. Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester).

(A“Yes” vote is for the amendment).

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

PRESERVE OPEN SPACE (S 2820)

Senate 39-0, approved and sent to the House a bill that
would place into state law a current state policy regula-
tion designed to ensure preservation of open space lands
protected under Article 97 of the Massachusetts Consti-
tution by ensuring there be no net loss of conservation
land when a city, town or the state acquires conservation
space and uses it to build on or develop. The land must
be replaced with land of comparable acreage, location,
fair market value and natural resource value.

“I am pleased that the Senate has passed this legisla-
tion ensuring that all Massachusetts  Continued on page 13
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Happy Earth Day, Earthlings.

lllustrated by Jim Clark

Our View Of The Times

It began after a bad oil spill that took
place in 1969 off the coast of California.
A year later, the first annual Earth Day
was celebrated to demonstrate universal
support for environmental protection
and responsible stewardship of the planet
and its inhabitants.

Since then, public and official awareness
of the negative impacts of human activity
— such as air and water pollution — have

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

been raised to a level where concrete ac-
tion is being demanded to mitigate those
effects and heal the ills that have been in-
flicted on our world.

On this anniversary of the annual cele-
bration taking place this Thursday, April
22, it is strikingly ironic that mankind
is still currently grappling with its own
health crisis with COVID-19 and its

several variants, as well as its seemingly

never-ending proclivity for waging war
against members of its own species.

The occasion may represent an oppot-
tunity to reflect on how fragile our bio-
logical and environmental systems truly
are, and the need for proper care and im-
plementation of procedures that will en-
sure the optimal health of both the large
and small on the only home we have, our
precious planet Earth.

Similarly, the many factors affecting our
environmental health demand that im-
mediate and meaningful measures must
be taken as soon as possible.

Cooperation between nations, corpora-
tions, informed experts and the common
inhabitants of this world is clearly the
best hope for saving us all.

May all of us gather together in the
common cause of doing just that.

day on this her birthday. Happy birth-
day to Jim Cook, who is celebrating this
week. Happy birthday to Bob DiGuar-
dia, who is also celebrating this week.
We wish all of our Facebook friends,
such as Carol Duffy, Jackie Coviel-
lo, Patricia Ferrelli, Lee Erica Byron
Palmer, Paul Stanford, Bob DiGuar-
dia, Benjamin Holmes, Celia Mill-
er-Saltman, Jim Ospenson, Susannah
Buzard, Sylvia Cabrera, Tina Knee-
land, Tommy Knockher, Angelmarie
Dinunzio, Debbie Shansky Murray
and Kate Sherlock Guiliano a very
happy birthday. We hope everyone has a
great day. To all the others we may have
missed, we sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.
AAXXXXXXXXE LR hhhkkkkkkkx

Reconstructed is a photography exhibi-
tion that explores the ideas of belonging,
origins and home by bringing together
the work of five photographers: Astrid
Reischwitz, Eleonora Ronconi, Hugo
Teixeira, Iaritza Menjivar, and Yorgos
Efthymiadis, who is also the curator of
the exhibition. Reconstructed will run
from April 17 to June 4 at FPAC Gal-
lery, 300 Summer St, Boston, with an
opening reception on April 21 from 5.30
to 8:00 p.m. http://www.fortpointarts.

org/. To see the work of Somerville pho-
tographer Iaritza Manjivar, visit https://
www.iaritza.com.

KA KRR AKX KX KKk kkkkkkkkkk
Reminder: Street sweeping began for
the season on Friday, April 1. Make sure
you know when your neighborhood is
swept and where you can park by check-
ing signs in your neighborhood and vis-
iting  www.somervillema.gov/sweeping.
The schedules are currently being up-
dated. Street sweeping helps keep leaves
and other debris out of storm drains,
which helps prevent flooding. Help keep
the streets clean — and avoid getting a
ticket — by moving your car on street
sweeping day.

KEAEAXAAAKKAAX XA AKX KA AKX KAk XK
East Somerville Main Streets hosts
Spring Neighborhood Cleanup, Sat-
urday, April 30 at 10:00 a.m. Come
join your neighbors, friends, and larger
community to help clean up and beau-
tify East Somerville. Meet at the East
Branch Library, 115 Broadway, at 10:00
a.m. Pickers, trash bags and gloves will
be available. Feel free to bring your own
gloves or tools, as well.

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R e R
In honor of Earth Day, Groundwork
Somerville is hosting a volunteer

cleanup event at its South Street
Farm and surrounding area, 138 South
St., Somerville, and you're invited.
From 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
April 23, come help pick up trash, col-
lect yard waste, spread compost, clip
back invasive species, clean our tools,
and prepare the farm for the growing
season. Please feel free to join for any
portion of this time. And don't for-
get to bring sunscreen, a water bottle,
clothes you feel comfortable getting
dirty/working in, a hat if you want it,
gloves if you have them (Groundwork
will also provide gloves), and enthusi-
asm. For more information, please see
Groundwork Somerville's event web-
page. (https://groundworksomerville.
org/event/earth-day-cleanup/

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R b ]

The Somerville Homeless Coalition
(SHC) Big Sleep Out weekend is weeks
away! While you sleep in your yard,
basement, porch, couch or anywhere
that isn't your bed, we will be sleeping
outside (rain or shine). No planning nec-
essary, just register with the link below
and share the event with your friends
and family. To register: https://app.mo-
bilecause.com/vf/22SLEEPOUT

AKX KA XK I AKX LXK KA Ak hkkkhkk

Calling all Somerville High School
students! Apply for the Mayor’s Sum-
mer Jobs Program. Applicants must be
Somerville residents, at least 14 years
of age, and enrolled in high school.
Summer jobs require approximately 20
hours per week for six weeks starting
in June, though actual schedules will
vary by employer. Some jobs require an
orientation before the program begins.
Some positions can be done remotely
or in a hybrid of remote and in-person
work. Apply online at somervillema.
gov/summerjobs, or pick up a printed
application in the Human Resources
Department at City Hall, 93 Highland
Avenue. Applications are due by Friday,
April 29,at 12:30 p.m. All applicants
will be interviewed the week of May 9.
For more information, contact Commu-
nity Services Manager Javier Torres
Trinidad at 617-625-6600 ext. 2406 or
jtorrestrinidad @somervillema.gov.
*EAEAXAAAKKAAX XA AKXk AKXk Ak X*

Are you a member of Somerville High
School’s Classes of 1970, 1971, or
19722 The SHS Class of 2022 is look-
ing for participants for this year’s Class
Day festivities, which will take place on
Friday, June 3, beginning at 8:00 a.m.

at Somerville ngh Continued on page 14
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O

Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

(noun) A miscellaneous

ﬁ| The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. Barbie and Ken broke up in 2004, but got back together in 2011.
2. One single teaspoon of honey represents the life work of 12 bees.

lio

#823

1. What is the oldest
stone building in Mas-
sachusetts?

2. What type of food
was stored was in

Somerville's Old Pow-

der House?

3. What is the stan-
dard diameter of a

basketball hoop?

4, Who was the
creator of Sherlock
Holmes?

5. What sport is called
the king of sports?

6. What is it called
when a bowler makes
three strikes in a row?

7. Which US presi-

8. What percentage
of peanuts does the
(FDA) require in a jar
of peanut butter on a
store shelf?

9. Which famous soft
drink was invented in

18922

10. What two word
combined are used
to make the product
name Spam?

11. hat famous Boston
dessert was called “A

Pie in Cake’s Clothing?

12. Which American
writer and poet had

a cat called Catarina,

who was the inspira-

tion for his story The

dent had a cat called Black Cat?
! Socks? Answers on page 15

SUDOKU

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR

12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

\7ac.;|=n-s promo code N7017

1-855-208-9533

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees.

“harges may apply. Add-on . Onboard Credit

of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offrs apply to new bookings ony, made by 9/30/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultat or detas.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
INVENTIONS AND INVENTORS

ACROSS

1. Urban haze

5.Da, oui, or si, e.g.

8. Drug-induced state

12. UK art museum

13. Molten rock

14. Hip-hop or classical, e.g.

15. Sportscaster Andrews

16. Angle between branch and offshoot
17. Bioweapon

18. Reaper inventor

20. Muslim holy man

21. Dampish

22.The invention of hand sanitizer cen-
tered on alcohol as this

23. Stitched again

26. Decipherable

30. United Nations labor agency, acr.
31. Armed robber, on an Indian sub-
continent

34, Heart of the matter

35. Impertinent

37.Be in arrears

38. Belgian port city

39. European erupter

40. Popular women's magazine
42.Back then

43. Make a new sketch

45. Canine's coat

47. Digital audiotape, acr.

48. Corner joint

50.__ crazy

52. Ground beef steak inventor

56. Nordic gl hwein

57. Substance abuser

58. Kind of testimony

59. Soft twilled fabric of silk or rayon
60. Casanova, e.g.

61. Anger on road

62. Flock's afhrmation

63. Short for ensign

64. NBA shot

DOWN

1. Flower part

2. Painter Chagall
3. Ear-related

4. DNA sequence

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle:

CROSSWORD

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADD TO 'YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

F4198

lable

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

2 ‘YEA R $ America’s Top 120 Package
TV PRICE 69 vo. 190 CHANNELS
GUARANTEE fri2ios. Including Local Channels!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo code:Disk100

'888'41 6'71 03 Offerends4/13/22 . q:Sh .A

fcator
based on credit auahﬁ(anon

© StatePoint Media

5. Vertical coordinate axis 32, First commercial revolver inventor

6. Put out on a curb 33. Harry Potter's mail carrier
7. Poliomyelitis vaccine inventor 36. Knitted sweater with open front
8. Life-saving maneuver inventor inventor

38. #4 Down matter, pl.

40. Back of the boat

41. Withdraw from working life

44. Frustration, in print

46. Pergolas

9. Machu Picchu group
10. Sinister

11. Pecking mother

13. Thin layer

14. Romantic Norwegian
composer 48. Wide-mouth jar inventor
19. Disturbing public peace 49. Intestinal obstruction
22. Acquire

23. Early one

50. Undesirable location
51. Ruptured

24. Carry away, in a way 52. Certainly
25.Edison invented things for its repro- ~ 53. Russia's mountain range

duction 54, Indian music

26. Stead

27. Flesh of fish

28. Foot-forward squat
29. Glorify

55. Big Bang's original matter

56. Geological Society of America

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

O
N
(@]
N

5

w
(00)

6 1

513

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Somerville and the American Rescue Plan Act

By Kyle Dante

President Joe Biden and his cab-
inet released the American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) in 2021.
ARPA backs federal workers
with a wage increase for those
making less than $75,000. It
also supports businesses in hir-
ing more people if hit by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Concerning Somerville,
ARPA gave a collective total of
$77 .5million in 2021. Of that
amount, $61.7 million went to
the city. The remaining $16.8
million came from Middlesex
County and passed to Somer-
ville. All funding obligations
under the City Council need
fulfillment on December 31,
2024; funds also must get
spent by December 31, 2026.
For more information on fund-
ing details, visit stories.open-
gov.com. More specifically, the
relation to Somerville.

At the brief Financial Meet-
ing on April 12, the City Coun-
cil gave an idea of financial
spending. Of the $75.5 mil-
lion, $10,078,200 is commit-
ted. The money went to public
health, youth services, basic
needs, and the ARPA council
administration. Most plans
build off previous Covid-19

concerns. Concerns include
emergency staffing, rapid tests,

park hand sanitizer stations,

and contact tracing.

Most of the money is for youth
services. Attributing $6.1 mil-
lion, ARPA assists childcare
tuition. It also allows summer
youth camps, which were once
impossible from Covid-19 re-
strictions. $2 million is universal
base income, a work in progress.
Housing has $1 million provid-
ed in its rental services. In case
of difficulty housing, there are
also legal services and emergen-
cy hotels.

The goal for Somerville is to
help the community. Covid-19
impacted the American econo-
my. Not only with staff shortag-
es but financial stability. People
do not want to walk into a job at
minimum to low wage. It is unaf-
fordable, forcing one to take more
jobs to make a living, As a result,
it deemphasizes other priorities.

Education falters due to teach-
er salaries. With few social work-
ers and psychologists, mental
health remains an issue. The lack
of staffing and representation is
impacting all parties. Consum-
ers have their needs, and the
workers have nigh impossible
demands for their money.

It is crucial to take part in how
Covid-19 impacted the commu-
nity. In a survey administered,
57% of the Somerville residents
polled make under $100,000.
Of those surveyed, 12% of
Somerville respondents live in

Tece s [
West Somerville _ 5%
Ball Square [N 50
prospect i |
Powder House _ 3%
Porter Square _ 2%
Cobbie Hilrward 2 [N 2>
| don't live in Somerville - 2%
Ten Hills [ 1%
Lincaln Park - 1%
Gilman Square - 1%
Brickbottom [N 1%
central Hinl [ 1
Assembly Square - 1%
Clarendon Hil - 1%
Tuts [ 126
Duck Village [Jj 0%
Inner Bett | 0%
Wilson Square |G%
0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9% 10%

1M% 12%

ARPA survey demographics concerning Somerville.

is much to do. ARPA Director
Austin Faison or ARPA Spe-

cialist Erica Satin-Hernandez

Davis Square. East Somerville, the surveyed. (See graph for per-

Union Square, and Winter Hill

each represent 11% of the re-

cent of how each area responded
to the survey.)
are reachable by email.

spondents, making up 33% of  In essence, it is felt that there

COMMENTARY

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Extend the Eviction Moratorium

From 2009 until 2019, I lived in 11
different apartments across Medford,
Somerville, and Cambridge. Some-
times for more, sometimes for less,
and always paying a broker's fee. My
first bedroom in a 4BR/1BA apart-
ment near Teele Square cost $737 per
month, adjusted for inflation. Today, a
similar apartment costs at least $900
on Craigslist: https://boston.craigslist.
org/search/apa?query=teele&min_bed-
rooms=48&min_bathrooms=1&max_
bathrooms=2&availabilityMode=0&-
sale_date=all+dates.

Since 2019 I have lived in a "rent-sta-
bilized" apartment; through the grace
of generational privilege, I purchased
a condo. Over the past 12 months, my
"rent” has decreased 8.5% year over year

due to inflation. (Guilford, Gwynn “U.S.
Inflation Accelerated to 8.5% in March,

Hitting Four-Decade High.” (The Wall
Street Journal, Dow Jones & Company,
13 Apr. 2022)

But my renting neighbors have seen
their rent stay the same or increase up to
5% over the same 12 months, controlling
for inflation (Zumper. “Average Rent in
Somerville, MA and Cost Information”
19 Apr. 2022. And their average hourly
earnings have decreased 2.7% due to infla-
tion (Smialek, Jeanna. “Prices Were 8.5%
Higher in March than a Year Earlier” The
New York Times, The New York Times,
13 Apr. 2022).

If they are forced to seek alternative
housing, will they move their kids before
the school year ends in June? If hospital-
ized due to COVID, will they have to
choose between rent and medical bills?
As grocery bills go up, will they have to

choose between rent and food?

I am glad Mayor Ballantyne has re-
quested more state funds for rental re-
lief, negotiated with large landlords, and
created a new housing fund to keep our
eviction rate low.

To keep protecting our neighbors, the
Somerville Board of Health — Dr. Brian
Green, Paula Machado, Robert Ciccia —
must extend the eviction moratorium at
least 60 days.

These 60 days will give

+ Our neighbors time to organize and
form tenant unions.

+ Mayor Ballantyne time to hire 6 more
Haitian Kreyol, Mandarin, Portuguese,
and Spanish speakers to the Office of
Housing Stability to more quickly pro-
cess rental relief requests and provide le-
gal assistance.

+ Our councilors time to align on bold
ideas, including providing $10 million

to the community land trust (“That the
FY 2023 budget establish a $10M trust
for the Somerville Community Land
Trust, in order to provide and expand
affordable, community-owned proper-
ty and homeownership and rental units
in perpetuity” Agenda Item 213160,
City of Somerville, March 10, 2022)
and renovating historic buildings for
affordable housing (Burnley, Willie Jr.
“That the FY 2023 budget include addi-
tional funding for the renovation of his-
toric buildings to create new affordable
housing” Agenda Item 213282, City of
Somerville, 10 Mar. 2022).

If you agree, call the Board of Health
and tell them. Their phone number is
(617) 625-6600 extension 4300.

Blue skies,
Daniel Wong, Ward 2

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hear-
ing on Thursday, May 05, 2022, at 6:00pm through GoToWebinar.

Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this meeting of the Plan-
ning Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio
recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER
Link:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7854700385006398221
Webinar ID: 277-454-251
TO CALLIN

Phone number: 1 (562) 247-8321
Access code: 905-070-837

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L.
40A and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

350 Assembly Row  SRI Assembly Row B7, LLC proposes to
develop a 7-story lab/office building subject to
the Assembly Square Mixed Use District
(ASMD) of the Somerville Zoning Ordinance in
effect as of August 1, 2019, and subject to
PUD-PMP PB2006-59, as amended, which
requires a Special Permit and Site Plan
Approval, and is seeking waivers for minimum
parking stall width and minimum parking
requirements.

Development review application submittal materials and other doc-
umentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at
the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning &
Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville,
MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

4/20/22 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual

public hearing on Wednesday, May 04, 2022, at 6:00pm through GoT-
oWehinar.

Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this meeting of the Zoning
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8726520746856023568
Webinar ID: 240-752-987

TO CALLIN
Phone number: 1(914) 614-3221
Access code: 640-558-043

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

292 Beacon Street Kenneth Spera requests an extension to a

previously approved Variance (ZBA 2018-118).

263 Washington Street Philip Sima proposes a Major Amendment to
a previously approved Special Permit (ZBA
2017-40).

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of
Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to
Planning & Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue,
Somerville, MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

4/20/22 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
Removal of Public Shade Trees
City of Somerville

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 87, the City of Somerville will hold a virtual
public shade tree hearing on Thursday, April 28th, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.
using GotoWebinar software to consider the removal of the following
public shade tree(s):

1. 37 Walker Street — 26-inch diameter American Sycamore
due to impact of root system to foundation and underground
utilities of abutting house.

The tree identified above have been posted for public inspection. In
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 87, any objections to the removal of
any of these trees must be submitted in writing to the Tree Warden
prior to or at this public hearing. Documents may be sent via email to:
trees@somervilleMA.gov, or mailed to: 93 Highland Ave., Somerville,
MA. 02143.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this Public Shade Tree
Hearing will be conducted via remote participation. A recording of this
hearing will be available upon request to trees@somervillema.gov.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Webinar ID: 784-266-019

Registration URL:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/reqgister/4394267911715812367

CALL IN
United States: +1 (415) 930-5321
Access code: 884-738-487

4/20/22 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP# 22-53

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites proposals for:

Administration of Flex Fund and Section 8 Incentive Fund

The RFP package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement
Somerville's BidExpress page at
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday,
April 20th, 2022. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS Depart-
ment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or

via Bid Express until: 2:00 pm, Wednesday, May 11th, 2022.
The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all proposals,

waive any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the pro-
posal(s) deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

or from the City of

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3400
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES
INVITATION FOR BIDS
RFP# 22-57

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites sealed bids for:

Small Business Economic Recovery Management Services

The bid package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement or from the City of
Somerville's electronic bidding platform at
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Thursday,
April 21st, 2022. Sealed bids will be received at the PCS Department,
Somerville City Hall, and 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or

via Bid Express until: 3:00 pm, Thursday, May 5th, 2022.
The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive

any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the proposal(s)
deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

Please email purchasing@somervillema.gov for more information.

Jordan T. Rem
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600 x3409
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI22P1745EA
INFORMAL PROBATE PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate of:
Elinor T McLaughlin
First Name Middle Name Last Name

Also Known As:

Date of Death: __January 26, 2022
To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of

Petitioner __Sean D. Mclaughlin of Crystal Beach FL

FirstName M.l. Last Name (City/Town) (State)
[x] a Will has been admitted to informal probate.
[x] Sean D. MclLaughlin _of Crystal Beach FL
First Name M.l.  Last Name (City/Town) (State)

has been informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the
estate to serve [ ] with [x] without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under informal procedure by the
Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory and accounts are
not required to be filed with the Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Representatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

4/20/22 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS
IN THE
SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 857-488-5138

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES
(PCS) DEPARTMENT
RFP #22-45

Laydown Area for Construction Contractors - Property Lease

Property owners are invited to submit proposals to the City to lease
laydown area for use by construction contractors working on the
City's public construction projects. The minimum contiguous space
sought is 2,500 sqft, in or close to the City. The resulting lease(s) will
be between the City of Somerville and the property owner. The City
would be able to assign access to City contractors designated for a
City project at the City’s direction.

The RFP is online at https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, and
can be requested directly from the PCS Department, Somerville City
Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143. Sealed proposals are
due by 4/28/2022 2:00PM. Contact PCS at
procurement@somervillema.gov or call 617-625-6600 ext. 3400.

Angela M Allen
Chief Procurement Officer

617-625-6600 x3400

4/13/22, 4/20/22 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
IFB#22-58

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Services
Department invites sealed bids for:

On-call Poured in Place Repairs

The bid package and updates as they become available can be down-
loaded from: https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement or
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Thursday, April
21, 2022. Sealed bids will be received at the PCS Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or via Bid Ex-
press until: Thursday, May 5, 2022, 2:30 PM.

The City of Somerville may cancel this solicitation or reject in whole

or in part any and all bids, if the City determines that cancellation or
rejection serves the best interests of the City.

Massachusetts Prevailing Wage rates apply. 5% bid deposit required.

Please email yrobles@somervillema.gov for more information.

Yoli Robles-Casanova
Construction Procurement Manager
617-625-6600 x3407

4/20/22 The Somerville Times
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LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our
website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP# 22-55

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites proposals for:

On-Call Real Estate Development Consulting Services

The RFP package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement
Somerville's BidExpress page at
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday,
April 20th, 2022. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS Depart-
ment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or

via Bid Express until: 2:00 pm, Wednesday, May 4th, 2022.
The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all proposals,

waive any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the pro-
posal(s) deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

or from the City of

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3400
4/20/22 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES
INVITATION FOR BIDS
RFP# 22-54

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites sealed bids for:

Tennis Instruction with Tennis/Academic Program

The bid package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement or from the City of
Somerville's electronic bidding platform at
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Thursday,
April 21st, 2022. Sealed bids will be received at the PCS Department,
Somerville City Hall, and 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or

via Bid Express until: 2:00 pm, Thursday, May 5th, 2022.
The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive

any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the proposal(s)
deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

Please email purchasing@somervillema.gov for more information.

Jordan T. Rem
Procurement Analyst

617-625-6600 x3409
4/20/22 The Somerville Times

School Committee

wrapping up Spring
Office Hours

The Somerville School Committee has been host-
ing office hours over the last few weeks. If you
have not yet had an opportunity to stop in for a
chat, consider stopping in at the last scheduled
spring office hours session on April 30 to share
ideas, reccommendations, questions, or concerns as
the district continues its 2022-23 budget prepara-
tions. Residents can also reach out to individual
School Committee members at any time. School
Committee spring office hours are posted on the
School Committee Office Hours page: https://
somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/somer-
ville-school-committee/spring-2022-virtual-and-

person-office-hours.

To advertise in
The Somerville Times
call
Bobbie Toner: 857-488-5138

Board of Health to review

proposed extension and sunsetting
date of June 30 for Somerville

eviction moratorium

The City of Somerville is seeking to extend its eviction moratorium by two months and ultimately sunset
the moratorium on June 30, 2022. Otherwise set to expire on April 30, the proposed extension and sunset
date will be considered by the Somerville Board of Health at its Thursday, April 21, meeting. The Somerville
eviction moratorium is the last remaining municipal eviction moratorium in the Commonwealth. A range
of alternative supports are available for qualifying households. Any Somerville residents facing eviction or
housing instability are urged to contact the City’s Office of Housing Stability.

The moratorium is one of a range of tools Somerville has deployed to support housing stability during the
pandemic. Mayor Katjana Ballantyne also recently announced new municipal housing assistance programs
including flex funds and housing vouchers launching soon, and since March 2020, the City has substantially

increased housing staff and services to connect residents to federal, state, and local housing aid.

Since March 2020, Somerville tenants and homeowners have received $3,999,873 in rental assistance through
Office of Housing Stability (OHS) assistance (approximately $8,800/household). Without this assistance,
OHS reports almost all of these households would have been vulnerable to eviction. In total, OHS has pro-
vided services to 3,283 households since the start of the pandemic. These included a range of services with
the bulk being rental assistance, housing search, and eviction prevention.

Staff have noted a much higher success rate for residents who get professional support in completing assis-
tance applications versus those who attempt the process on their own. Somerville residents unable to pay
their rent or housing mortgage are therefore urged to contact the City’s Office of Housing Stability (OHS)
or the nonprofit Community Action Agency of Somerville (CAAS) for help.

Landlords can reach out too on behalf of tenants rather than filing to evict. The City alongside advocates,
partner organizations, and elected officials also recently brokered commitments from large Somerville land-
lords to cooperate with OHS to prevent evictions for nonpayment rather than moving first to evict.

How to Contact the Somerville Office of Housing Stability for Assistance

Somerville residents in need of assistance are urged to contact OHS at 617-625-6600 x2581 or fill out
a referral form at somervillema.gov/ohs. The Somerville Homeless Coalition and the Community Action
Agency of Somerville (CAAS) are also providing similar assistance. CAAS can be reached at 617-623-7370
or caasomerville.org/need-help. The Somerville Homeless Coalition can be reached at 617-623-6111, info@
shcinc.org, or somervillehomelesscoalition.org/programs.

“It's important to seek help as soon as possible, even if the moratorium is extended,” said Fred Berman,
Deputy Director of the Office of Housing Stability. “No one should be waiting to seek help making rent or
mortgage payments. Falling behind month-by-month can make it difficult to catch up.”

How the Somerville Eviction Moratorium Works

The Somerville eviction moratorium prevents physical removal of tenants from their homes. While landlords
may file notices to quit and seek court orders for evictions, Somerville tenants may not be removed from their
homes while this pandemic protection is in place.

Low- and moderate-income homeowners who are behind on their mortgages may also be eligible for pay-
ment of their mortgage arrears. Landlords and homeowners may also be eligible for forbearance, which is a
pause or reduction in mortgage payments.

While the eviction moratorium remains in effect, Somerville residents who receive a “notice of levy” (a date
and time when they will be removed from their homes by a constable or deputy sheriff) or who are experienc-
ing a physical eviction should immediately contact 311 (617-666-3311) to be connected to Office of Housing
Stability staff (for residential tenants or homeowners), and the Somerville Police Department as necessary,
to intervene.

~

J
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BORRY'S DAD JOKES CORNER %s o el o .
By Bobbygeorge Potaris “:) @@ gzﬁw @% &n

What do you call a zombie who cooks stir-fry? Apl.‘ll 20

Dead man WOk-iﬂg. 1657 — English Admiral Robert Blake fights his last battle when he destroys
the Spanish fleet in Santa Cruz Bay.

1770 — Captain Cook discovers Australia.

The "Original" . . 1775 — British troops begin the siege of Boston.
All Types Vent Gl eaning TO adve rtise in 1841 — Edgar Allen Poe's first detective story is published.
Restaurant Hood CIeam_ng The 1861 — Robert E. Lee resigns from the U.S. Army.
Dryer Vent/ HVAC meanmg ° 1916 — The first National League game is played at Chicago's Wrigley Field
Power Washing Somerville . '
Li dand | d 1940 — The first electron microscope is demonstrated.
icensed ana Insure s
. TI mes 1951 — General Douglas MacArthur addresses a joint session of Congress after
in Massachusetts . . .
being relieved by President Harry Truman.
We travel all over call
1967 — U.S. planes bomb Haiphong for first time during the Vietnam War.
Massachusetts O
Call tOday to find out BO bb ie TO ner 1999 — Tw9 stuclen.ts enter Colum.bi‘ne High School in Littleton, Colorac?o and
our weekly specials! 8 5 7_ 4 8 8- 5 1 3 8 opzn fire w1tli1 m}lllltlp.le w;aponsl, killing 13 students and teachers, wounding 25
. and eventually shooting themselves.
Call Jimmy 857-366-3761 y &
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled-it doesn't matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 844-813-0213

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI!
Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-
6790.The Mission, Program
Information and Tuition is
lo-cated at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information.
(M-F 8-6 ET)

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP LLCTimeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in
2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare!
Free Consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call
855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The water
is safe, and the dining is
fantastic. Walk out to the
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks
available. Sleeps 8. Email:
carolaction@aol.com for
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you
have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace
at little to no cost. Get yours
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL

Beacon Hill Roll Call

$99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espanol

Dental insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real in-surance
- not a discount plan. Get
your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
674-1423

DEALING WITH WATER
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-833-800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some Restrictions Apply.
Promo Expires 01/2023.
1-877-925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.

Call 1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide backup
power during utility power
outages so your home and
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions.
1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! Call Today for
speeds up to 26mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card,
terms apply. 1-855-703-0743

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including

a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.walk-
intubquote.com/pennysaver

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator
$0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote.
Call before the next power
outage: 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protec-tion. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-
796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

CONT. FROM PG 6

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, su-
per-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps
just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video.
BundleTV & Internet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-
0141

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for
Mom simplifies the process
of finding senior living at
no cost to your family. Call
1-833-386-1995 today!

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free au-
thor’s guide 833-719-3029 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men's
sportwatches! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Day-tona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster.
Call 833-603-3236

Put on yourTV Ears & hear
TV w/unmatched clarity. TV
Ears Original - originally
$129.95 - now wr/this special
offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health med-
ical alert system. Most
advanced medical alert
product on the market.
Voice-activated! No wi-fi
needed! Special offer w/
code CARE20 for $20 off
Mobile Companion. 1-855-
521-5138

Hero takes stress out of
managing medications.
Hero sorts & dispenses
meds, sends alerts at dose
times & handles prescrip-
tion refill & delivery for you.
Starting at $24.99/month.
No initi-ation fee. 90-day

risk-free trial! 1-888-684-
0280

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 1/21/23.
1-833-872-2545

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage sys-
tem. Save money, reduce
reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your
home. Full installation
services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no
obligation quote. 1-855-270-
3785

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to PO.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
sup-ply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients es-tablish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID, or
credit card num-bers. Also
beware of ads that claim

to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that
if a credit repair company
does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not
reach Canada.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Ensuring children, their families and all individuals
have access to healthy, local food products is critical,

chusetts campuses for the 2022-2023 academic years ending
a 3-year freeze during the pandemic. The hike represents be-

particularly as so many continue to be detrimentally im-

pacted by the pandemic. Our administration is proud
to work so closely with the Commonwealth’s farmers,
food distributors, non-profit organization, and others as
we partner to strengthen the state’s food supply chains.”
— Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito on The Baker administration an-
nouncement of $22.5 million in funding to food producers
across the state continuing to address food insecurity issues

exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

"Here is the challenge we are facing: the annual inflation
rate in the United States has now accelerated to a four-de-
cade high of 8.5 percent. That's the highest increase since
December of 1981 — Umass President Marty Meehan
on the 2.5 percent tuition hike at all University of Massa-

to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature does

tween $346 and $395 more per year, as well as increases in
room and board costs ranging from 1.9 percent to 3.9 percent.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION?
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of

done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They

constituent work and other matters that are important

public view on the thousands of pieces of legislation that

late-night sessions and a mad rush to act on dozens of

Mon. April 11

Tues. April 12

the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is

Wed. April 13

note that their jobs also involve committee work, research,

Thurs. April 14

not meet regularly or long enough to debate and vote in

Fri. April 15

have been filed. They note that the infrequency and brief
length of sessions are misguided and lead to irresponsible

bills in the days immediately preceding the end of an an-
nual session. During the week of April 11-15, the House
met for a total of two hours and ten minutes and the Sen-
ate met for a total of 12 hours and 45 minutes.

House 11:01 a.m. to 12:06 p.m.
Senate 11:23 a.m. to 11:44 a.m.

No House session

No Senate session

No House session
No Senate session

House 11:03 a.m. to 12:08 p.m.
Senate 10:19 a.m. to 10:43 p.m.

No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconbillrollcall.com
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Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Chuckie Harris Park

On Saturday, April 16, families enjoyed the Annual Easter Egg Hunt hosted by Connexion at Chuckie Harris Park.

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 7

— Photos by Claudia Ferro

School. This year will be the first
Class Day that will take place in the
new school building. Because there
was no Class Day in 2020 or 2021 due
to COVID-19, they are inviting alum-
ni who did not have an opportunity
to participate in this great tradition
on the 50th anniversary of their high
school graduation. They are looking
for 50 graduates in total from the
classes of 1970, 1971, and 1972 to
participate. If you were an SHS 1970,
1971 or 1972 graduate and would like
to participate in the 2022 Class Day
festivities, please call Barbara Faval-
oro at (617) 625-6600, ext. 611018,
or email her at bfavaloro@k12.somer-
ville.ma.us. The SHS Class of 2022
looks forward to seeing you!

R R R R R R R T TR R R R R R R R
Somerville's indoor mask mandate end-
ed but businesses can still set their own
mask policies, so make sure to check
before heading in. More information,
including where to find the latest health
guidance can be found at somervillema.
gov/maskmandateupdate.

R R R R R R R T TR R R R R R R R
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne has an-
nounced that the City of Somerville

launched mattress and box spring recy-

cling starting the week of April 4. This
free service is available to all residential
households that have city-managed trash
collection. Residents will simply need to
schedule a pickup and place their items
on the curb on the pickup day. For more
information on recycling in Somerville,
visit

please www.somervillema.gov/

MattressRecycling

AXAXAKAKAXAXAXAKA KA XA XA KA X

Somerville’s yard waste pickup be-
gan on Tuesday, April 19. A full yard
waste calendar is available at somer-
villema.gov/yardwaste and will be in
the Environmental Service Guide,
which will be mailed to all households
later this month. Yard waste should
be put out with your trash and recy-
cling on your normal pickup day. Yard
waste must either be in a paper bag
or a trash barrel with a “Yard Waste
Only” sticker. Stickers are available
free of charge at the DPW Building,
1 Franey Road, or the entrance desk
at City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue.
To request a sticker be mailed to you,
please call 311 or email 311updates@
somervillema.gov. For more infor-
mation on yard waste pickup, visit
somervillema.gov/yardwaste or call

311 (617-666-3311).

Kk kkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkk

The CHA Somerville Vaccine Cen-
ter is now accepting walk-ins, as sup-
ply allows. The center is open to all,
five days a week and some Saturdays.
You can get booster shots for ages 12+
and initial vaccines for ages 5+. The
vaccines are free, regardless of immi-
gration or health insurance status,
and you don't need to show ID. Full
hours and details are here: challiance.
org/vaccine. You can still make an ap-
pointment at tinyurl.com/metronor-
thvaccine. If you're a CHA patient
you can also make an appointment
through MyChart: challiance.org/my-
chart. If you need assistance finding
a COVID-19 vaccine or booster, you
can call 3-1-1 (617-666-3311).
R R R R R R R TR R R R R R R

The Somerville Historic Preservation
Division invites you to take home a
piece of Somerville history. Designed
by local artists, this historic collection
of Somerville stickers and magnets
tell a unique story of Somerville’s his-
tory. Purchases help support local or-
ganizations and small business, and
display the Somerville pride. Visit the
Somerville Historic Preservation Di-

vision website to find out more about

their historic events, education, and

preservation  efforts:  https://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/

historicpreservation.

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R e

Are you due for a COVID-19 dose or
booster? The next clinic will be Mon-
day, April 25 at Somerville High
School, 81 Highland Ave., from 3:00 to
5:00 p.m. This COVID-19 Pfizer Vac-
cine Clinic is open to everyone age 12
and up for 1st dose, 2nd dose, or boost-
er. Walk-ins are welcome. Students un-
der 18 do not need to be accompanied
by a parent or guardian as long as their
parent has filled out the online registra-
tion and consent form. Sponsored by
the City of Somerville Department
of Health & Human Services and the
Somerville Public Schools. Please use
this link to register: https://home.col-
or.com/vaccine/register/somerville?-
calendar=£73e9955-4ec2-4273-bf21-0
24a8690b6d2
AXXXXAEE LA A A AR AR AR AR A XXX X%

Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.
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SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

Daniel Senser writes: "I am thirty-six
years old and have been writing serious-
ly since I was around twenty. I attended
the University of Cincinnati, where I re-
ceived my BA in English. I have had po-
ems published in Jewish Currents, Blue
Nib, Bitter Oleander, and Penwood Review,
among other journals. My second book of

poems, Another Missed Connection, came out in 2020 and was

published by Adelaide Books."

For a Fellow Poet

After along, sleepless night, dawn is approaching,

and so is the poem that will fill your heart to the brim.
I offer you this cup to drink from. May it be, like

the dawn—Ilike the dove—a harbinger for peace.

May you get drunk and recite verses of your own

to the moon and wandering clouds beside the sea.
May you travel far and find your voice and let it

echo across the distances, all the way back to me.

May you return to the place which loves you most—
the place where I reside—here in this provincial town,

where, together, we can lift our songs and let them fly.

— Daniel Senser

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

From page 8 ﬁi

Ms. Cams
P4

Answers

1. Old Powder House,

Somerville

7. Bill Clinton

2. "Old Powder House
Brand" pickles

8. 90%

9. Coca-Cola
3. 18 inches

10. Spice and ham
4. Arthur Conan Doyle

11. Boston Cream Pie
5. Football (soccer)

12. Edgar Allen Poe
6. Turkey

OFF THE SHELF

Somerville writer Lesley Bannatyne

by Doug Holder

is 'accustomed' to grace in her new
collection of short stories

Lesley Bannatyne has a new collection of her short
stories out, Unaccustomed to Grace. In this debut
collection, everyday characters find a kind of mag-
ic, grace and redemption. Bannatyne told me she is
the type of writer who can step out of her house
and literally find a font of fodder for new work. My
kind of writer! I caught up with her recently, and
she generously agreed to answer a few questions...
Doug Holder: You have lived in Somerville for
many years. Is Somerville a good match for the
writer's life?

Lesley Bannatyne: I first came to Somerville as
part of the initial group of artists that moved into
the Brickbottom Artists building back in 1987
and have always thought this city bolstered the
arts in unique ways. The fact that Somerville has a
permanent Arts Council makes a huge difference,
in that they continue to innovate in support of
all the city’s creative arts. But Somerville’s also a
dense and fascinating city, and that, I think, adds
a lot to a writer’s life. I was a Boston Globe cor-
respondent for several years, and I always said I
could find a story simply standing on my front
steps and looking around. I wrote on the commu-
nity of Nepalese who put down roots here several
decades ago. I wrote about neighbors who take
down their chain link to open up adjacent back-
yards; about the house with so many Christmas
lights you could see if from space; about the art-
ists who animated metallic shavings, played uku-
lele noir, or re-invented smell-o-vision. All this
makes Somerville a rich place, inspiration-wise,
for both journalism and fiction.

DH: You are known as an expert on Halloween
and have written extensively on the subject. It
seems that the stories in your book have a certain
sense of horror, as well as irony. Do you believe
that your years of writing about Halloween have
influenced your fiction writing?

LB: I have many friends who are horror writers,
but I am not. I tried once; it's not in me. My stories
deal sometimes in magical realism, and they can
sometimes deal with dark subjects, but I've never
thought of them as horror, or even horror-filled.
The story that opens Unaccustomed to Grace, Corpse
Walks Into a Bar, is inspired, not by anything ter-
ribly ghoulish, but by a several-hundred-years-old
comedic Irish Ballad, The Flitting of the Corpse
and Tomas McGahon. In the ballad, Tomas lugs a
corpse from graveyard to graveyard trying to find a
home for him. When it was sung, the ballad likely
had to do with immigration to Ireland - who are
your people and where do you belong - but I used
the bones of the idea to look at what we carry and
how and when we can put those burdens down. In
the case of Corpse, it's guilt that Tomas carries. The
corpse is a walking and talking metaphor.

When people think
of Halloween, they
often think of all
things spooky, and
that’s
big part of it. But
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after researching the
holiday for so many
years it’s clear to me
that Halloween is as
much about trans-

formation and mag-

ic as it is about any-
thing dark (ask anyone
who's been asked to
make a princess/cat/
marshmallow costume
for a seven-year-old at

the last minute). Dark
things happen all the

time. Halloween is

when we can open our
arms to the darkness and shine a little light on it.
In this sense, the idea of transformation and mag-
ic are definitely influences on my stories. In Wait-
ing for Ivy a woman grieving the loss of her infant
daughter discovers a listserv of parents whose dead
children have been returned, as if the tragedy were
a clerical error. The construct is magical, but the
story is about a young mother opening her heart
to the possibility of having another child. Many of
the stories in Grace, though, are realistic, and any
magic that emerges comes through the perception
of the character: a phosphorescence on the water,
the thrill of driving away from your hometown for
the first time; blue light in deep snow that convine-
es you to put down roots.

DH: You have had a long career as a freelance
journalist. I noticed you had a piece on druids in
Massachusetts. Can you tell us a bit about this,
and are there any in Somerville?

LB: I wrote a profile of a local Somerville druid
for the Boston Globe in 2004; he was a solitary
practitioner training through an online program in
Druidry (like Masons, there are stages of learning
involved). I've also written about a Buddhist tem-
ple in East Boston, full-moon labyrinth walkers in
Somerville's Growing Center, and the annual Pas-
sion of the Christ that used to work its way through
the streets of East Somerville. Spirituality has al-
ways interested me, and it’s a critical part of several
of my characters — their desire to be part of a reali-
ty bigger than them; a yearning for connection, for
something that floats them, if only for a moment.
DH: I read a compelling story in your new collec-
tion that concerns an elderly grandmother who
plans to extract revenge from a kid who killed her
beloved grandson. As the story progresses--she
slowly changes her mind. In the end she views
the murderer as more of a person than a concept.
Could this kind of "redemption” be applied to oth-
er characters in this book?

LB: Absolutely. The stories in Unaccustomed to Grace
are united through those moments when a charac-
ter experiences a moment of grace, when they're at
their most unexpectedly bright, most fully realized
self, and it changes everything. It could come at a
red light, in a karaoke bar in Russia, in Watertown
the night the marathon bomber was caught, or just
before dawn in a Dorchester graveyard.

DH: Why should we read this book?

LB: What I especially love about short fiction is
that the author can build an entire world in just
a few pages. I heard one author describe the short
story as a world built in a snow globe. Another said
it was like being in an elevator where you can stop
on every floor and take things to use, but you can't
use the whole city outside—that’s a novel. There
are thirteen different worlds in this book - I'm
hopeful readers will find something in Grace that
resonates with them.
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