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By Jim Clark

A video tour of the Prospect Hill Tower, which 
was produced in association with and funded 
by the Community Preservation Act Commit-
tee, was premiered for those in attendance at 
the most recent regular meeting of the Board of 
Alderman on Thursday, February 23.

The presentation took place at the behest of 
Alderman At-Large Mary Jo Rossetti and Ward 
3 Alderman Robert J. McWatters, who spon-
sored a resolution to have the video shown at 
the Board meeting.

Introductory remarks were made by Com-
munity Preservation Committee and Historic 
Preservation Commission Chair Dick Bauer, as 
well as the video’s actors, Hana Belanger, Em-
maleigh DaSilva, and Lawrence Willwerth.

Bauer reminded those present that one of the 
first projects taken on by the Continued on page 4

By Rebecca Danvers

It has been 100 years since Archibald Query 
concocted one of the most popular confection-
ary treats ever to grace our snack trays and tan-
talize our taste buds, right here in Somerville: 
the one and only Marshmallow Fluff.

The occasion has not been overlooked ei-
ther, as fans and devotees are taking part in 
a series of celebratory events that will lead 
up the grand finale at this year’s big What the 
Fluff? A Tribute to Union Square Invention fes-
tival in September.

This past Saturday, the 100th birthday of 
Fluff was celebrated at the Somerville Winter 
Farmers Market. What the Fluff? co-founder 
and organizer Mimi Graney also celebrated the 
launch of her new book chronicling the Fluff 
phenomenon, Fluff: The Sticky Sweet Story of an 
American Icon. She was present, along with ven-
dors and crafters, greeting Fluff fans and signing 
copies of the book.

The event was just one of many scheduled to 
take place between now

Celebrating 100 years of Fluff

Iconic Fluff expert and author Mimi Graney will be extolling the virtues and sharing the history of the sticky 
confection as she offers up her new book, Fluff: The Sticky Sweet Story of an American Icon.Continued on page 12

Student/actors Emmaleigh DaSilva and Hana Belanger play teens who are discovering the history behind 
the Prospect Hill Tower in the CPA funded video George Washington on Prospect Hill?
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Don’t forget, tonight, Wednesday, March 8, Ward 5 Alder-
man Mark Niedergang will be holding his re-election fund-
raiser from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Olde Magoun Saloon, 518 
Medford Street, in Magoun Square. Plenty of parking in the lot 
next door. Come celebrate Ward 5 and Somerville’s progress 
and challenges, and contribute to our future. Guest speaker: 
State Representative Christine Barber. MC: Alex the Jest-
er. Complimentary food, cash bar. Suggested Donation: $500, 
$250, $100, $75. Please come and give what you can. Make 
checks payable to: Committee to Elect Mark Niedergang, 29 
Conwell Street, Somerville, MA 02143.

***********************
Happy birthday to a lot of our friends and fellow Villens here 
this week: Happy birthday to a popular guy and real estate 
agent here in the city, John Pratti, of the Norton Group. We 
hope he has a great birthday celebration. Happy birthday this 
week to our own Chris Haskell, who writes a column here at 
The Times. Chris lives in Winter Hill and also runs a podcast 
on Thursdays at the SCATV studios. We wish him the very 
best and hope his birthday is a great one. A nice guy! Happy 
birthday to our own Jim Clark, a great guy, awesome Editor 
and someone who knows his stuff. We of course want to wish 
him the very best and hope he has a great week for himself. 
Happy Birthday to Michelle Ferro, daughter of our photog-
rapher, Claudia. Michelle has a great family and we are sure 
they all celebrated together. We wish her a great year! Hap-
py birthday to a great guy and a City of Somerville employee 
who is dedicated to his job and our city, we hope Mike Browne 
has a great birthday for himself. Also, another great City of 
Somerville employee, Eddie Nuzzo, a lifelong resident of East 
Somerville, we hope he has a great birthday. Good guy Marc 
Piro, from one of Somerville’s most dedicated families, is cel-
ebrating his birthday this week as well. Happy birthday to 
Donald Coutoumas, who is another great guy and dedicated 
Shriner in the Clown unit. We hope he has a great day for him-
self. Happy birthday to Nick Kondilis, another dedicated real 
estate agent here in the city, working for many years at Bremis 
Realty. We hope Nick has a great day. To all others we missed 
here in the city, we wish them a happy Continued on page 11
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Snow emergency parking, ticketing, shoveling 
to be examined by Board of Aldermen

LindaS says:
From what I was told by Alderman Niedergang, there was also going to be a question raised to 
the DPW as to why plows cannot slow down enough to prevent snow being thrown back onto 
already-shoveled sidewalks. I don’t know if that was done.
Too often I believe that the reason for some walks not being cleared is simply because they have 
already been cleared more than once before plows have gone by and continually thrown snow 
back to undo what has already been done, forcing some to simply give up due to exhaustion or 
frustration or both.
I understand completely the need to have sidewalks shoveled after a snowstorm. But to what 
extent are many residents expected to have to do and re-do the same sidewalks repeatedly after a 
single storm?
There needs to be some effort to show consideration for those residents who have had to clear 
large amounts of snow from their properties and sidewalks. It’s easy to move snow when you’re in 
a plow, totally another thing to do it by hand.
Perhaps if the DPW had their own workmen clearing out the sidewalks, they would better under-
stand how hard it is to do the same job several times over.
Tickets should only be issued to those who are clearly ignoring the clearing of their areas, but if it 
is evident that there has been efforts to clean snow and that it has been thrown back over by plows, 
then there should be some leniency.
I have always managed to clear my sidewalk soon after a snowstorm, and many times I have had it 
undone because a plow flew by and just threw it back onto the curb, forcing me to go back and do 
it all over again. I’m not getting any younger, and I’m the only one here to do the shoveling for my 
property. Shouldn’t I or others like me have a right to complain?
The City is getting manual labor done for them for free by expecting residents to clean City-owned 
sidewalks. The least they owe us is some consideration when we are forced to feel like Sisyphus 
and have to re-do areas we have already spent considerable time cleaning at our own expense all 
over again because plows have wanted to get their job done as fast as possible.
They’re getting paid to do their job. We’re not. Maybe the City should start paying US to clear 
their sidewalks, they’d see a huge rise in compliance and an equally huge drop in complaints.

T.kelly says:
Way too many houses in ward 5 that do not comply with removing snow and ice from their side-
walks. Children or adults for that matter shouldn’t have to risk walking on the street because of 
this. Time for the city stop start cracking down and start fining people

MarketMan says:
I think it would work better for everyone if the city cleared the sidewalks, after all they are owned 
by the city and maintenance are the city’s responsibility. Instead of paying for people to police and 
ticket homes that don’t clear sidewalks, use that money towards clearing the sidewalks. Sure it will 
cost the tax payers, but it’s much cheaper on the aggregate.
We are a walking city. Many people commute to work and school on foot. So the same way the city 
caters to drivers, it should cater to walkers.

Matt says:
MM I agree on specific main roads (Broadway, Medford, Somerville, Elm central, Lowell, Willow) 
that it could make sense to support commuters getting to and from public transportation, but I 
hate to imagine what that cost would be, I suspect it would be multiples of the road cost.

Response to: Appleton St. fire prompts scrutiny of AirBnb

Jim says:
If an entire house is rented as an AirBnB, it is a hotel and should be regulated and taxed as such. I 
totally support AirBnB for spare bedrooms or short term rentals (e.g., you AirBnB your apt while 
you are away), but when an entire house becomes a full time AirBnB, it is a hotel.
The trend of whole house AirBnB’s is just another force making renter families an endangered 
species in Somerville. The BOA have to put a stop to this

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes



Innovation Forum a big success
By Tom Bannister

On Tuesday, February 28, the Somer-
ville Chamber of Commerce held a 
forum The Next Innovation Center: 
Why Not Somerville? Over 130 peo-
ple packed the Holiday Inn to hear 
industry experts explain what biotech 
companies are looking for and what 
Somerville needs to do to attract the 
next generation of companies.

“The Chamber was proud to host an in-
depth conversation on the importance of 
economic development in Somerville. It 
was a great opportunity for the commu-
nity to hear from industry leaders on the 
current market trends and how the City 
of Somerville can become the next inno-
vation center,” said Chamber President/
CEO Stephen Mackey. 

The forum was comprised of three 10 
minute presentations Innovation in Mas-
sachusetts: What’s Next? given by Robert 
Coughlin, President and CEO of Mass-
Bio; The Real Estate Outlook: Nation-
ally, and Locally, by Kermit Baker, Chief 
Economist for the American Institute of 
Architects; and Market Dynamics, by 
Peter Bekarian, Managing Director for 
Jones Lang LaSalle.

After the presentations, the panel field-
ed questions from the audience for ap-
proximately 45 minutes. The discussion 
was moderated by Somerville Attorney 
Adam Dash, Esq.

According to the panelists, while the 
City of Somerville has some significant 

challenges to overcome, it does have 
the ingredients to become an innova-
tion center. Those ingredients include 
available land in close proximity to Lo-
gan Airport, a desirable workforce, and 
great culture and entertainment op-
tions. Challenges facing the city include 
a lack of public transportation, compe-
tition from surrounding communities, 
antiquated infrastructure and a lack of 
permitted sites. 

MassBio President Coughlin, stressed 
that growing biotech companies are in 
search of built and fully permitted sites 
if built product is not available. He went 
on to explain that if these companies are 
faced with lengthy zoning and permit-
ting processes, they will look elsewhere. 
“Today I drive through Somerville on 
the way to other towns,” stated Coughlin. 
“That shouldn’t be the case.”

Peter Bekarian, Managing Director 
for Jones Lang LaSalle, one of the na-
tion’s largest commercial real estate 
brokers underscored Coughlin’s point. 
He suggested that Somerville move 
forward with zoning and other entitle-
ments and let professionals start mar-
keting the city. “Once I see permitted 
sites, I can bring clients to Somerville. 
Without that, there is nothing to show.” 
He also noted that projects in other 
communities are lining up to capture 
the demand; there are approximately 
5,575,083 SF of permitted projects in 
Cambridge, 6,651,700 SF of permitted 
projects in Boston and 1,295,595 SF of 

permitted projects in the inner suburbs.
“I hope the community better under-

stands the urgency to move forward. 
The zoning currently before the Board 
of Alderman provides a unique opportu-
nity for the City to lure life science ten-
ants to major squares, including Union 
Square,” stated Mackey. “Today, compa-
nies are bypassing Somerville. We need 
to change that.”
_________________________________

About the Chamber:
The Somerville Chamber of Commerce 
is the pre-eminent voice of the local busi-
ness community and the leading network 
of employers, business owners and man-

agers. The Chamber’s mission is to serve 
the membership while enhancing Somer-
ville’s quality of life. Somerville is a place 
to visit, live, work and play.  The New 
Group helps support the Chamber.  Since 
1997, the New Group has worked with 
the local community and greater Boston’s 
business media, planners, investors and 
developers toward the advancement of a 
world-class Boston/Cambridge/Somer-
ville urban nucleus. The Government 
Affairs Committee oversees the Cham-
ber’s public affairs events and public pol-
icy positions and initiatives.
More information is available at https://
somervillechamber.org/. 

Forum panelists (L-R) Robert Coughlin, President and CEO of MassBio; Kermit Baker, Chief Economist 
for the American Institute of Architects, Peter Bekarian, Managing Director for Jones Lang LaSalle and 
moderator Somerville Attorney Adam Dash, Esq.            — Photo by Kulbako Photo
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Ward 7 Meetings & Notices
North St/Clarendon Public Development Project - community meeting - con-
tinued discussion regarding Somerville Housing Authority along with private 
developer is seeking redevelopment the site. Current proposal is to add addition-
al housing units ranging from 300 to 400 new housing units (=total 500-600 
units). The topic of the meeting will be transportation.

When: Monday, March 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Location: West Somerville Neighborhood School

177 Powderhouse Blvd., cafeteria

Open Space, Environment and Energy (OSEE) - primary discussion trees, 
agenda will be posted by the end of this week.

When: Tuesday, March 14 at  6:30 p.m.
Location: Aldermen Committee Room, City Hall
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By Jim Clark

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Police tipped off to alleged cocaine trafficking
Members of the Somerville 
Police Drug Unit received in-
formation from a confidential 
informant regarding someone 
who was actively selling cocaine 
in and around the city of Somer-
ville, according to police reports.

The informant has given pre-
vious information to police that 
resulted in several arrests and 
convictions of people who vio-
lated controlled substance laws. 

The informant was reportedly 
able to give information, includ-
ing a physical description, of 
the suspect in question, Bryan 
Taborda, of East Boston.

Surveillance was established 
on several occasions where 
observations were made of 
Taborda making what detec-
tives believed to be frequent 
short trips to different areas of 
the city of Somerville.

During these trips, Taborda 
reportedly engaged in what was 
believed to be street level drug 
transactions. On three separate 
occasions, Taborda reportedly 
entered the dwelling of a well-
known cocaine user and quickly 
exited. After these trips a roll-
ing surveillance of Taborda was 
maintained.

Taborda would head to an 
address in Somerville where 
police reportedly observed him 

meeting with Joao De Souza. 
According to reports, De Souza 
is well known to members of the 
Somerville Police Drug Unit as 
he was previously arrested for 
possession of cocaine.

Taborda was observed exiting 
his car and meeting De Souza 
at an intersection of Somer-
ville. During these encounters, 
observations were reportedly 
made of Taborda handing an 
item to De Souza and receiving 
money in return. At this time, 
De Souza and Taborda would 
go their separate ways.

Based on their experience, in-
vestigators believed that they 
were witnessing street level drug 
transactions. Due to the ongoing 
investigation, surveillance was 
terminated as to not compro-
mise its objective.

On Friday, March 3, members 
of the Somerville Police Nar-
cotics unit reportedly observed 
De Souza pacing back in forth, 
on and off his cell phone, in the 
area of the Winter Hill Market. 
Police noted that this was the 
exact behavior De Souza en-
gaged in during their previous 
observations of his meetings 
with Taborda.

Surveillance De Souza con-
tinued as he walked to a resi-
dence in Somerville. He was 

observed pacing back and 
forth, making multiple quick 
phone calls on his cell phone 
once again, police said.

De Souza reportedly entered a 
residence at approximately 7:00 
p.m. and within ten minutes 
Taborda was observed traveling 
to this address. He reportedly 
parked his vehicle in front of 
a fire hydrant, one house away 
from this residence. Taborda ap-
peared to be on his cell phone as 
he exited his vehicle and walked 
into the residence.

A few minutes later Taborda 
reportedly exited the residence, 
entered his car and began driv-
ing. It was at this time that 
detectives conducted a motor 
vehicle stop in front of the res-
idence to conduct a threshold 
inquiry of Taborda. Detectives 
removed Taborda from his ve-
hicle as he was moving around 
in a furtive manner.

Taborda was asked where 
he had just come from and he 
reportedly stated that he had 
parked his vehicle but never ex-
ited it. Taborda was also asked if 
he entered any houses, to which 
he replied he did not.

Taborda was informed that 
detectives had observed him en-
tering a residence. At this time, 
Taborda became extremely ner-

vous and began breathing heav-
ily, according to reports.

Taborda was then asked if he 
had any drugs on his person and 
he reportedly began to stutter, 
but would not reply.

As police spoke with Tabor-
da, De Souza exited the res-
idence and began to walk up 
the street towards their loca-
tion, not realizing they had just 
stopped Taborda.

Officers stopped De Souza 
and handcuffed him as they 
learned that he had an active 
arrest warrant. De Souza was 
questioned and asked where he 
had just been come from and 
what he had been doing. De 
Souza reportedly stated that he 
and another male had ordered 
cocaine and had been waiting 
inside a residence for the deliv-
ery. De Souza then stated that 
the delivery was never made, 
and went on to say that the 
cocaine order was supposed to 
be delivered by “that kid” as he 
looked over at Taborda and ges-
tured towards him.

A cursory search of Tabor-
da’s person was conducted and 
an abnormal bulge in his groin 
area was felt. Taborda was once 
again asked if he had any drugs 
on his person, but he reportedly 
refused to reply.

Detectives continued the 
search and were able to deter-
mine that Taborda had some-
thing hidden in his groin area. 
A small black bag containing 
a large clear glassine bag with 
several smaller baggies of a 
white powdery substance was 
reportedly located in Taborda’s 
underwear. It was believed by 
police that the white powdery 
substance was cocaine.

Taborda was placed under 
arrest and transported to the 
Somerville Police Department 
where he was booked in the 
usual manner. 

Taborda’s car was towed and 
transported to the Somerville 
Police garage.

Police noted that Taborda was 
in possession of $1,572 in cash, 
and two cellular phones at the 
time of arrest.

The preliminary weight of 
the white powdered substance 
believed to be cocaine totaled 
approximately 40 grams. It was 
field-tested positive for cocaine.

During a search of Taborda’s 
vehicle, a false bottom container 
was located under the front pas-
senger side seat.

De Souza was placed under 
arrest on warrant charges of 
possession of a class B drug and 
resisting arrest.

Arrests:

Justin Robinson, February 
27, 5:29 p.m., arrested at Wash-
ington St. on warrant charges 
of unregistered motor vehicle, 

motor vehicle lights violation, 
larceny from a person, opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license, trespassing, 
resisting arrest, disorderly con-

duct, and assault and battery.
Stephanie Cole, of 76 Norwood 

St., Everett, March 1, 9:01 p.m., 
arrested at Walnut St. on warrant 
charges of larceny over $250 and 

possession of a class B drug.
Joao De Souza, of 89 Cross 

St., March 3, 7:09 p.m., arrest-
ed at Jackson Rd. on warrant 
charges of possession of a class 

B drug and resisting arrest.
Bryan Taborda, of 31 Sarato-

ga St., E. Boston, March 3, 7:09 
p.m., arrested at Jackson Rd. on 
a charge of trafficking in cocaine.

CPA was the restoration of the 
Prospect Hill Tower. “For the 
first time in years, people can 
go up [the Tower],” Bauer said. 
“However, not everybody can 
go up, and so we also produced 
the video so that people can see 
what it would be like even if they 
themselves can not go up.”

Bauer then introduce the 
three actors featured in the 
video, beginning with Do-
cent Lawrence Willwerth who 
read a prepared statement that 
said in part, “Thank you for 
the opportunity to introduce 
Prospect Hill and the histo-
ry it witnessed. As a longtime 
Somerville resident-citizen sol-
dier, I am honored to be a guide 

for all citizens to witness and to 
participate in our common his-
tory and heritage.”

Emmaleigh DaSilva, who 
plays one of the two teens in the 
video, offered her thanks to the 
city for making the video possi-
ble, saying, “I think it’s very im-
portant for so many youths in 
Somerville to watch this video 
because not many people know 
about the history that Prospect 
Hill has. As a Somerville resi-
dent, all my life I heard of it but 
hadn’t grasped the history be-
hind it. So showing this video 
means a lot to me.”

Hana Belanger, who played 
the other teen, said of her ex-
perience, “I’m a disability ad-

vocate, and also an activist for 
disability, rare disease, mental 
illness, etc., and this film is re-
ally important to me because 
handicap accessibility around 
historical places is often either 
non-existent or not that easily 
accessible. This makes it hard 
for the disabled using mobility 
aids to access historic areas and 
get the full experience, as an 
able-bodied person would. Us-
ing modern technology and in-
genuity, the disabled have access 
to historical sites just as well as 
their able-bodied peers.”

Prospect Hill Tower was built 
in 1903 with funds from the 
Union Square Women’s Organi-
zation to commemorate the site 

where the first American flag 
was raised during the Revolu-
tionary War. The video, entitled 
George Washington on Prospect 
Hill?, provides viewers with a 
tour of the interior of the Tow-
er, with views of Boston, Cam-
bridge and Somerville from the 
top, and information about the 
history of Prospect Hill.

Because the Tower is closed 
during cold weather and the 
many stairs mean that not ev-
eryone can climb to the top 
themselves, the Community 
Preservation Committee, Board 
of Aldermen, and the City of 
Somerville wanted to provide an 
option to give people an immer-
sive experience from the comfort 

of their own homes.
The video includes closed 

captioning in English, Portu-
guese, and Spanish with Haitian 
Kreyol coming soon. People who 
cannot climb the stairs are also 
encouraged to come to events at 
the Tower, as docents use smart 
phones to provide real time vir-
tual tours for participants.

The video was created by local 
production company, Hendrix 
Productions. The cast includes 
local Somerville historian Will-
werth, along with actors Be-
langer and DaSilva.

The information-packed, vi-
sually stunning video can be 
viewed by going to www.somer-
villema.gov/prospecthilltour.

CPA-funded Prospect Hill Tour inclusion video unveiled   CONT. FROM PG 1



SPFJr: ‘Most SHS Students DON’T Smoke!’
By Charles Lane

Somerville Cares About Prevention 
(SCAP) has announced that its youth 
leadership group, Somerville Positive 
Forces, Junior Edition, will take to the 
streets on March 8 to promote smoking 
prevention messages in a colorful way 
along sidewalks around Somerville High 
School as part of the National “Kick 
Butts” Campaign.

SPFJr. is a group of Somerville mid-
dle school students that work to reduce 
youth substance abuse and related issues 
such as bullying. Youth are supported by 
SCAP, the Somerville Office of Preven-
tion, and the Somerville Health and Hu-
man Services Department. 

 SPFJr. leaders join the “National Kick 
Butts Campaign” for the eighth year in a 
row, to alert their peers that the tobacco 
industry is targeting teens as replacement 
smokers. Their messages aim to increase 
awareness among youth that they are Big 
Tobacco targets, but they don’t have to be 
their replacement smokers. 

Consider these facts:
• Each day, more than 1,000 youth be-

come new regular smokers; roughly one-
third of them will die prematurely from a 
tobacco-related disease.

• The tobacco industry makes its prod-
ucts available in places young people 
regularly visit: convenience stores, gas 
stations, pharmacies, mini-marts, and 
grocery stores.

• Every day, as many as 100,000 young 
people around the world become ad-
dicted to tobacco. If current trends con-
tinue, 250 million children and young 
people alive today will die from tobac-
co-related diseases.

SPFJr. will conduct its awareness cam-
paign in Somerville by chalking preven-

tion messages on the sidewalks, includ-
ing, “MOST SHS DON’T SMOKE,” 
“#IKICKBUTTS,” and “1-800-Quit 
NOW.” SPFJr. expects most of the ap-
proximately 1,200 SHS students to see 
their sidewalk messages as they travel to 
and from school this week, in addition to 
the thousands of community members 
that walk about our streets each day. 

Beyond promoting the harms of smok-
ing, the group also aims to promote the 
fact that 95% of Somerville High School 
students do not smoke cigarettes, as re-
ported in the 2016 SHS Student Health 
Survey. In fact, tobacco use has steadily 
declined over the last decade with nu-
merous public health efforts in Somer-
ville, with cigarette use among youth at 
an all-time low.

“Many youth begin smoking because 
they think everyone is doing it. Sim-
ply spreading the word that ‘MOST 
DON’T’ can help save lives,” said 
Lovelee Heller-Bottari, SCAP Program 
Director. “Youth have tremendous pow-
er to reach their peers and influence their 
decisions. SCAP engages youth to make 
positive change around issues that im-
pact their lives and campaigns like Kick 

Butts are at the heart of our work.  Year 
after year we do this campaign and are 
inspired again and again from the many 
positive outcomes, including a steady 
decline in smoking.”

“Working on this campaign was very 
eye opening. I saw so many students 
reading the messages and many asked 
questions, so we could really see that our 
work is reaching our peers,” said Jasmine 
Fridman, SPFJr. Youth Leader. 

“To expand our efforts beyond the 
sidewalks, we encourage youth to take a 
stand by join us on social media #IKICK-
BUTTS and share the harms of tobacco 
on social media networks,” said Ben Bu-
chheit, SPFJr. Youth Leader.

For more information about Somerville 
Positive Forces and Somerville Cares 
About Prevention or to volunteer, please 
contact:  Lovelee Heller-Bottari, SCAP 
Program Director, at 617-625-6600 
x4322 or LHeller@somervillema.
gov. Visit our social media networks 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
SomervilleCare. Visit kickbuttsday.
org the84.org and makesmokinghisto-
ry.org to learn more about these tobac-
co prevention initiatives.

Somerville Positive Forces, Junior Edition will be out in force sketching smoking prevention messages on 
the sidewalks of Somerville.
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“Youth have tremendous 
power to reach their 
peers and influence

their decisions”
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Our Legislators in the House and Senate for 
Somerville:

Rep. Christine Barber
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Thirty-fourth Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of all precincts in wards 4 and 5, pre-
cinct 1 of ward 7, and precinct 2 of ward 8, of the city of 
Medford, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 4, and all precincts 
of ward 7, of the city of Somerville, both in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Denise Provost
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-seventh Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of precinct 3 of ward 2, all precincts 
of ward 3, precinct 3 of ward 4, and all precincts of 
wards 5 and 6, of the city of Somerville, in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Mike Connolly
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-sixth Middle-
sex. - Consisting of all precincts of ward 1, precinct 1 
of ward 2, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 3, and precinct 1 
of ward 6, of the city of Cambridge, and all precincts of 
ward 1 and precincts 1 and 2 of ward 2, of the city of 
Somerville, both in the county of Middlesex.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Second Middlesex. 
- Consisting of the cities of Cambridge, wards 9 to 11, 
inclusive, Medford and Somerville, and the town of 
Winchester, precincts 4 to 7, inclusive, in the county of 
Middlesex.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: There were no roll 
calls in the House or Senate last week. Immigration 
continues to be one of the widely debated and most dis-
cussed topics across the nation.

Where do Massachusetts state senators stand on the is-
sue? This week, Beacon Hill Roll Call records local sena-
tors’ votes on several roll calls on the immigration issue 
in 2013-2014. There were no roll calls on the issue in the 
2015-2016 session.

LOWER TUITION RATES FOR ILLEGAL IM-
MIGRANTS (H 57)
Senate 12-25, rejected an amendment that would pro-
hibit illegal immigrant students from paying the pre-
ferred, lower in-state tuition rates and fees at Massa-
chusetts universities. The amendment would supersede 
a policy, implemented several years ago by former Gov. 
Deval Patrick, allowing some students who are not in 
the country legally to pay the lower tuition rates.

Amendment supporters said the state should not offer 
financial rewards to anyone who has broken the law and 
is in this country illegally. They argued it is outrageous 
to offer low tuition rates to these students while legal 
citizens from outside Massachusetts, including war vet-
erans, are required to pay higher rates if they attend a 
state school.

Amendment opponents said many of these students 
were babies when they were brought here by their par-
ents and had no choice about entering the country ille-
gally. They noted some hardworking students are cur-
rently required to pay out-of-state tuition rates that are 
up to five times higher than the in-state rate.

(A “Yes” vote is the prohibition. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

SHOW PROOF OF RESIDENCY TO REGISTER 
CAR (S 3)
Senate 13-25, rejected an amendment that would require 
applicants to provide specific proof of legal residence in 
order to register their cars. The accepted IDs include a 
driver’s license, Massachusetts identification card, social 
security number or other proof of legal residence issued 
by the state or the federal government. 

Amendment supporters said this would prevent il-
legal immigrants and people who lose their driver’s 
license in other states for things like drunken driving 
from illegally registering their cars here. They argued 
that the Registry of Motor Vehicles has refused to en-
force this law which is already on the books and is still 
allowing people to register their cars by just showing 
a utility bill.

Amendment opponents said allowing an illegal alien to 
own a vehicle in Massachusetts does not jeopardize the 
public’s safety. They argued the bill seems aimed at using 
the Registry of Motor Vehicles to identify and police un-
documented people.

(A “Yes” vote is for requiring proof of legal residence. A 
“No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

STUDY THE FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS 
AMENDMENT (S 1835)
Senate 31-7, approved an amendment that would re-
quire the state to study and determine the costs and ben-
efits of limiting eligibility for state assisted public hous-
ing to individuals who qualify under federal guidelines. 
The amendment would replace a proposal that would re-
quire applicants qualify under federal guidelines. Feder-

al eligibility standards and proof of identity for housing 
assistance are stricter than state standards and include 
requiring a social security number.

Supporters of the study said requiring applicants to 
meet federal guidelines is unconstitutional and would 
take housing away from immigrants including people 
who were granted temporary status from countries with 
oppressive regimes.

Opponents of the study said it is outrageous that cur-
rently people can get subsidized housing ahead of veri-
fied citizens without producing a social security number. 
They noted the federal guidelines offer exemptions for 
some categories. 

(A “Yes” vote is for the study. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

MUST PROVIDE SOCIAL SECURITY NUM-
BER FOR PUBLIC HOUSING (S 3)
Senate 11-27, rejected an amendment prohibiting po-
tential tenants who cannot provide a social security 
number from being placed in a public housing unit prior 
to any applicant who can do so. 

Amendment supporters said this would ensure that 
illegal immigrants who are breaking the law are not 
given priority over citizens and others who abide by 
the nation’s laws. They argued it is outrageous that 
illegal immigrants should be considered for scarce 
public housing units prior to legal residents of the 
community.

Amendment opponents said the number of illegal im-
migrants in public housing is minimal. They argued it 
would be unfair and inhumane to deny housing to these 
immigrants.

(A “Yes” vote is for requiring a social security number. A 
“No” vote is against requiring it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS TO HANSCOM (H 
4217)
Senate 9-29, rejected an amendment requiring the 
state to submit a report on the details of and the cost 
to the state of the transport of illegal immigrants to the 
Hanscom Air Force Base and Logan Airport by Feder-
al Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). The 
amendment was proposed to a bill that would fund the 
state temporarily until the Legislature approves a fiscal 
2015 budget.

Amendment supporters said taxpayers have a right to 
know the details and cost, including whether any detain-
ees were released from federal custody into the state, and 
whether the state has provided any detainees with state 
benefits.

Amendment opponents said they weren’t necessarily 
opposed to the idea but noted that the passage of the 
temporary budget cannot be delayed with consideration 
of amendments, or the state will run out of operating 
money.

(A “Yes” vote is for requiring the report. A “No” vote is 
against requiring it.)

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen No
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ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

Several laws approved by the House and Senate and 
signed into law by Gov. Charlie Baker at the end of 2016 
go into effect this month including:

ADULT MALNUTRITION COMMISSION (S 
2499) - Establishes a 17-member commission on mal-
nutrition prevention among older adults. The commis-
sion will investigate and study the effects of malnutrition 
on older adults and the most effective strategies for re-
ducing it. It will also provide a report to the Legislature 
by December 31, 2017.

Supporters say that incidents of malnutrition among se-
niors are increasing in the Bay State. They argue that it is 
a serious problem that can lead to illness and even death.

“Elder malnutrition is often diagnosed as a second-
ary condition when an older person is admitted to the 
hospital for an acute illness and is frequently cited as 
the primary reason for readmission to a hospital after 
treatment,” said bill’s sponsor Sen. Jennifer Flanagan 
(D-Leominster). “This commission seeks to find out 
how to reach elders out there who may be suffering from 
food insecurity and malnutrition and I hope that the 
recommendations will result in better health outcomes 
for our elder population.”

DUCK BOAT TOURS (S 2473) - Prohibits a driv-
er of any amphibious sightseeing vehicle, commonly 
known as Duck Boats, from providing commentary 

about the tour while driving and requires companies to 
add a second worker to narrate the tour.  It requires the 
vehicle to be equipped with safety equipment including 
blind spot cameras and proximity sensors and that the 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles set new rules for the oper-
ation of duck boats by April 1, 2017. Violators will be 
fined up to $500 for the first offense and $1,000 for any 
subsequent offenses. 

The bill was filed in June 2016 in response to the tragic 
death in April in which a Duck Boat struck and killed 
Allison Warmuth. The vehicle ran over Allison’s mo-
ped near her Beacon Hill residence, killing the gradu-
ate of Messiah College, a Christian school in Pennsyl-
vania, who was a senior underwriter for hospitals and 
medical practices.

“It makes Boston safer, but more than that, gives a lit-
tle bit of positive meaning to the otherwise completely 
wasteful death of a fine young woman in her prime,” 
said the bill’s sponsor Sen. William Brownsberger 
(D-Belmont).

The popularity of the duck boats can continue while the 
public safety is better preserved,” added Rep. William 
Straus (D-Mattapoisett).

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is 

done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of February 27-March 3, the House 
met for a total of nine minutes and the Senate met for a 
total of 20 minutes.

Mon. February 27 House 11:02 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.
 Senate 11:08 a.m. to 11:15 a.m

Tues. February 28 No House session
 No Senate session

Wed. March 1 No House session
 No Senate session
.
Thurs. March 2 House 11:06 a.m. to 11:12 a.m. 
 Senate 11:00 a.m. to 11:13 a.m.
 
Fri. March 3 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued
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The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #124

A Pain in the Neck
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

On October 16, 1846, painless surgery was first performed 
at Massachusetts General Hospital’s Bulfinch Dome to re-
move a tumor from a patient’s neck.

The surgeon was Dr. John Collins Warren, nephew of 
Revolutionary War General and Doctor Joseph Warren of 
Bunker Hill fame. At one time, Somerville almost named 
itself after that patriot. Dr. John Warren, like every other 
physician at that time, was at war against suffering.

On that memorable day, he and Dr. William T.G. Mor-
ton and others observed the defeat of pain. The successful 
application of ether as a surgical anesthetic was the answer. 
This was the birth of mankind’s medical miracle, an end to 
surgical pain.

The next day, The Boston Evening Journal reported 
on the successful operation that took place at McLean 
Hospital. Somerville native and Harvard president Ed-
ward Everett first made news of the operation public in 
one of his speeches.

The operation created a “who’s who” dilemma. Who 
was to be given credit? Three New England men fought 
for the honor. They were Dentist Horace Wells, Dentist 
William Morton, and Doctor Charles T. Jackson who 
were acquaintances. 

The recurring debate goes on today. Wells was the first to 
administer ether in a failed mixing attempt at Mass Gen-
eral Hospital. When the patient cried out in pain, Wells 
was laughed out of the operating chamber, never to re-
turn. Discouraged and dejected, he moved to New York 
City where he sank into chloroform addiction. He took his 
own life in the city’s Manhattan Detention Complex, also 
known as the Tombs, while being held for crimes he com-
mitted under the drug’s influence.

Through the years, many people have thought that the 
story of Horace Wells was the inspiration behind Robert 
Lewis Stevenson’s novel, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde. 

Dr. Charles T. Jackson was a highly regarded, Har-
vard-educated geological surveyor Continued on page 15

Anonymous donation made 
to Little Sisters of the Poor

This past week, Ward Three Alderman Bob McWatters presented a check for $10,000 on behalf of an anonymous donor and 
admirer of the work that the Little Sisters of the Poor do here in Somerville. From Left to right: Sister Patrice along with resi-
dent Tina Quintal, Alderman Robert McWatters and Sister Mary Vincent. The Little Sisters of the Poor has been serving the 
needy here in Somerville and local area for over a 100 years. This donation is very generous and was well received by everyone 
associated with the home.

Candy store chain cited
for violations

By Charles Lane

A Massachusetts candy store 
chain has been cited nearly 
$40,000 in restitution and pen-
alties for various wage and hour 
violations including violating 
the child labor, overtime, and 
earned sick time laws, Attor-
ney General Maura Healey an-
nounced today.

The AG’s Office issued cita-
tions totaling $37,363 in res-
titution and penalties against 
Boston Total Sugar, LLC, 
Dedham Total Sugar, LLC and 
Somerville Total Sugar, LLC 
(together referred to as “Sugar 
Heaven”) and the company’s 
sole corporate officer, David 
Sapers, for child labor viola-
tions, failure to pay wages in a 
timely manner, failure to pay 
overtime, and failure to comply 
with the Massachusetts Earned 
Sick Time Law.

Sugar Heaven is a local candy 
store chain with business loca-
tions in Boston and Somerville, 
and previously in Dedham. 
Many of Sugar Heaven’s em-
ployees are minors under the 
age of 18. The AG’s Fair Labor 
Division began an investiga-
tion after receiving a complaint 
about child labor and earned 
sick time violations.

The AG’s investigation re-
vealed that Sugar Heaven and 
Sapers regularly violated child 
labor laws by scheduling and al-
lowing minors to work later or 

for longer than what is permit-
ted and failing to obtain work 
permits for minors, as required 
by law. Employees who were 
under 18 would regularly be re-
sponsible for closing the stores 
late at night.

Sapers also allegedly violated 
the earned sick time law, which 
allows for workers to use earned 
sick time if they (or their child, 
spouse, parent, or spouse’s par-
ent) are sick or injured or have 
a routine medical appointment. 
Employees were not aware of an 
earned sick time policy at Sug-
ar Heaven and were required 
to find a replacement worker 
if she or he called out sick. No 
one was paid for sick days and 
if the employee could not find 
coverage, she or he would have 
to appear for work.

The investigation also found 
that Sapers failed to pay over-
time to four employees. The 
state’s overtime law requires 
employers to pay qualifying em-

ployees time and one half their 
regular rate of pay for all hours 
worked over 40 in a work week.

Sapers also allegedly failed to 
pay several workers their final 
paychecks on a timely basis and 
required employees to pay for 
cash register shortages and mis-
takes that he alleged they were 
responsible for. The AG’s Fair 
Labor Division has cited Sapers 
for violations in the past, most 
recently in July 2016 for failing 
to furnish payroll records.

Workers who believe that 
their rights have been violated 
in their workplace can also call 
the office’s Fair Labor Hotline 
at (617) 727-3465. More infor-
mation about the state’s wage 
and hour laws is also available 
in multiple languages at www.
mass.gov/ago/fairlabor. 

This matter is being handled 
by Assistant Attorney General 
Jennifer Scully and Investigator 
Kevin Shanahan, both of AG 
Healey’s Fair Labor Division.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of 
The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff. Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to 
News@TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144. The Somerville Times Reserves the right to edit letters 
for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact information. Contact information will not be shared with the public. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

When We Were Young
Somerville High School, 1954. 
We weren’t thinking about the 
future, only about the upcoming 
Class Day and then graduation. 
Later, a train would take us on 
a trip to a more serious place, a 
place where we’d begin the pro-
cess of evolving into adults. It 
was waiting there at the station. 
Our teachers were aware of the 
train, they’d seen it come and go 
many times. So they continued 
to feed us huge spoonful’s of 
knowledge, hoping we’d digest 
enough of it to be prepared for 
our journey.

We knew the train was there, 
but we weren’t ready yet to leave 
the station. Not yet would we 
worry about what lies ahead. 
This was our last fling at be-
ing young. This senior year was 
the last of our golden days, our 
best of times, and except for 
childhood memories, this time 

would be the greatest of all. The 
sports, record hops, pizza and 
coke down at the local hang-
out and Saturday night dates 
with that special someone. We 
wished it would go on forever. 
But it didn’t, Class Day came 
and went, quickly followed by 
Graduation Day.

So we said our goodbyes, pro-
ceeded to our assigned compart-
ments, and began our long train 
journey that would carry us on 
to our tailored future.  Some to 
college, others to start a career 
in the business world.  Friends 
were not forgotten, just put on 
the back burner for a while as 
we began weaving yet another 
section of the fabric of our lives.

This train would stop on 
schedule every so often to renew 
friendships and memories by 
celebrating our class reunions. 
We hadn’t changed that much, 
at least we didn’t seem to. No 

need to look at yearbook pictures 
pinned onto jackets, no need to 
try to remember names, we knew 
them all. We were still young.

Then this, our sixtieth class re-
union. The train stopped again 
to revisit old friends and renew 
old memories. It was a sched-
uled stop, but only for a brief 
moment to allow us to return 
to 1954, at least in our hearts, 
when we were young.

This time though, there were 
less of us, a little harder to rec-
ognize, difficult for eyes to fo-
cus in on yearbook pictures 
pinned onto jackets. But we were 
persistent and quickly broke 
through the cloudy haze of past 
years and renewed memories 
with each other, laughed, danced 
and added new memories that 
night as well. But as quickly as it 
began, the last dance was danced, 
the final memory retold, address-
es exchanged and then, the hard-

est of all, the goodnights.
We quietly got back on the 

train to continue our journey. 
Along, the way more of us will 
have gotten off at unscheduled 
stops. We’ll be saddened by the 
loss or our classmates because 
part of ourselves will leave us as 
well. But we’ll also be enriched 
by all the happy school day 
memories they left behind for us 
to relive over and over again.

Will there be another Somer-
ville High School 1954 reunion? 
Possibly, but no matter. This pa-
per and the printed words upon 
it will yellow and fade with time 
but the memories will never 
fade in our minds. We’ll always 
remember that special place we 
once attended, Somerville High 
School, that magical year, 1954, 
and that fleeting time, when we 
were young.
Hal Farrington
Lexington, MA

Six Massachusetts districts launch consortium 
to bring alternative measures to schools

By Louise Carpenter

On January 30, Senator Patricia 
D. Jehlen (Second Middlesex 
District) hosted a briefing at 
the Massachusetts State House 
to introduce the Massachusetts 
Consortium for Innovative Edu-
cation Assessment (MCIEA) to 
the state legislature. The briefing 
was sponsored by the 2015-2016 
Senate Special Committee on 
Innovative and Alternative Ed-
ucation. Senator Jehlen, leaders 
of MCIEA, and key partners 
introduced the newly launched 
initiative and discussed how 
their work will redefine the way 
we measure student learning 
and school quality in Massa-
chusetts. MCIEA is a partner-
ship of six MA public school 
districts and their local teacher 
unions from Attleboro, Boston, 
Lowell, Revere, Somerville, and 
Winchester.

Senator Jehlen kicked off the 
event with a brief introduction, 
speaking to the importance of 
assessment reform to benefit 
schools and students. “Though 
Massachusetts has been an in-

novator in many aspects of edu-
cation, it has yet to innovate in 
the way it measures the prog-
ress of students and the quality 
of schools due to the one-size 
fits all accountability required 
under NCLB and Race to the 
Top,” observed Senator Jehlen. 
“Now that those restrictions 
have been lifted at the federal 
level, the Commonwealth has an 
opportunity to explore creating 
and utilizing broader and more 
accurate measures rather than 
high-stakes multiple choice tests 
in essentially two subjects.”

Judy Evans, Superintendent of 
Winchester Public Schools and 
member of the MCIEA Gov-
erning Board, affirmed Senator 
Jehlen’s statement. “MCIEA is 
taking a look at multiple factors 
to assess how well schools are 
doing, with the goal of not just 
holding ourselves accountable, 
but working on continuous im-
provement. This very careful 
work by this group of six dis-
tricts, which I hope will expand, 
will net huge rewards for the 
participants. We will learn from 
and with each other.”

Erik Fearing, President of the 
Revere Teachers Association 
and co-chair of the MCIEA 
Governing Board, was next to 
speak about how MCIEA will 
measure the quality of partic-
ipating schools. “We want to 
make sure that every school can 
reach a mark of proficiency, and 
can reach the goals that their 
communities set for them. And 
we want to make it clear that this 
goes beyond just a test score.”

Jack Schneider, professor at 
the College of the Holy Cross, 
followed Mr. Fearing to dis-
cuss MCIEA’s School Quality 
Measures framework, which 
includes multiple academic, 
social-emotional, and school 
culture measures. Professor 
Schneider explained that the 

consortium’s work “is rooted 
in the idea that school quality 
cannot be captured fully or fair-
ly by standardized test scores.” 
Data, he observed, “can do a 
great deal to inform a school’s 
stakeholders and to strengthen 
educational outcomes, but only 
if those data are valid, compre-
hensive, and clear.”

Dan French, Executive Direc-
tor of the Center for Collabora-
tive Education, was next to in-
troduce MCIEA’s new approach 
to assessing student learning 
that is focused on teacher-cre-
ated performance assessments. 
“Performance assessments,” he 
explained, “are activities that al-
low students to show what they 
know and can do through re-
al-world application. Students 
are given the opportunity to 
demonstrate proficiency in ways 
that will be expected of them 
later in college, career, and life.” 
Teachers in MCIEA districts are 
participating in professional de-
velopment institutes and school-
based coaching focused on the 
creation of curriculum-embed-
ded performance assessments.

The legislative briefing then 
transitioned to a panel discus-
sion with MCIEA Governing 
Board members, featuring two 
superintendents and two teach-
er union representatives. The 
panel members spoke about why 
their district decided to join the 
consortium and their goals for 
rethinking assessment and ac-
countability in their schools. As 
Adeline Bee, President of the At-
tleboro Education Association, 
put it: “We are all pushing to 
get these kids challenged, to ask 
them questions, to make them 
really think about the world out 
there, and to use the resources 
to solve problems. It’s not a test 
score; it’s so much more.”

Paul Tritter, Director of Pro-
fessional Learning at the Boston 
Teachers Union, added: “We’re 
going to keep doing the work, 
and as we keep doing the work, 
we will show people about our 
students, about our teachers, 
about our schools, and about 
the great work that we can do by 
integrating real-world applica-
tion and valuable assessment for 
learning and of learning.”

“We will
learn from
and with

each other”
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Working together to combat opioid use

By Joseph A. Curtatone

Opioid-related deaths have in-
creased dramatically in recent 
years across the Common-
wealth, and Somerville is not 
immune to this tragic loss of 
life. In 2012, 698 opioid-related 
deaths were confirmed in Mas-
sachusetts and that number has 
been steadily climbing since. 
Last year, 1,465 such fatalities 
were confirmed and another 
estimated 514 opioid-death 
confirmations are pending. In 
Somerville, the numbers are 
equally heartbreaking. The city 
saw an increase from 3 narcotics 
deaths in 2012 to 21 deaths in 

2016. Again, that’s 21 lost, when 
even one is too many.  

These trends underscore the 
severity of this health crisis, and 
each individual loss has sure-
ly caused tremendous personal 
suffering that we’ll never see 
measured by the data. But still 
there are signs of hope.  Cities, 
towns, nonprofits and others are 
doubling down to support those 
struggling with addiction and 
prevent deadly overdoses. 

Here in Somerville, our police 
department has been working 
diligently on community polic-
ing initiatives, several of which 
are essential to addressing ad-
diction as the health issue it is 
– and not as a crime. Thirty per-
cent of our officers have received 
Crisis Intervention Training, 
and through the COHR (Com-
munity Outreach, Help, and 
Recovery) Program, they work 
with those struggling with ad-
diction to divert them from the 
criminal justice system and to 

get them the help they need for 
a successful recovery. As Chief 
David Fallon says, officers are 
taught to use arrest as a last re-
sort in these instances. 

We know that getting people 
that initial help is just part of the 
solution in combatting opioid 
addiction. That’s why we work 
to foster a successful recovery 
at many different stages of the 
process. The Recovery Coach 
Academy has already trained 36 
volunteers so that they can sup-
port our community members 
through the recovery process. 
Additionally, in January 2017, 
we kicked off our Pathways to 
Recovery meetings, which hap-
pen once per month and aim to 
provide a network of support for 
those in recovery. 

We know that addiction doesn’t 
just affect individuals, but also 
their families, friends, and loved 
ones. Nearly all reported over-
doses happen in a residence or a 
place where someone feels safe, 

and people are usually found by 
a family member or significant 
other. So we’re working to de-
velop better outreach methods 
for those impacted by a loved 
one’s addiction, including com-
munity support events like the 
Lasting Images art night held 
just this week. 

Continuing our Take Back 
Initiative is another important 
effort that anyone can take part 
in. Abuse of prescription drug 
opioids is increasing at alarm-
ing rates, and more than half 
of young heroin users report-
ed starting with prescription 
drugs according to the Nation-
al Institute on Drug Abuse. 
That’s why there is a perma-
nent MedReturn Drug Collec-
tion Kiosk in the lobby of the 
Somerville Police Department 
where you can dispose of un-
used medicine free and anon-
ymously, 24/7. It’s better to 
be safe and always dispose of 
your extra medicine than leave 

around unused prescriptions.
While each of these programs 

and initiatives aims to help sup-
port those struggling with or 
impacted by addiction, we must 
continue to push the conver-
sation more broadly. We must 
continue working to limit bar-
riers to those seeking treatment 
and put an end to the stigma 
of addiction by talking about 
and addressing addiction as 
the illness it is. I truly believe 
that if we work together across 
all City departments and with 
our community partners and 
members, we can find ways to 
reverse these trends and keep 
our neighbors safe and healthy. 
Saving lives starts long before 
anyone dials 911.

If you are struggling with ad-
diction, or know someone who 
may be, or interested in the re-
covery meetings, please contact 
Patricia Contente at 617-625-
6600 ext. 7281 or by emailing 
pcontente@somervillema.gov.

Can Somerville be the next innovation center? Maybe

By William C. Shelton

Somerville has the worst jobs-
to-workers ratio and commer-
cial-to-residential-property 
ratio in Massachusetts. Both 
accelerate the displacement of 
long-term residents, while lim-
iting revenues that can support 
city services. And a tiny com-
mercial tax base means high 
homeowner taxes.

Yet Somerville Chamber 
of Commerce CEO Stephen 
Mackey tells us, “Today, com-
panies are bypassing Somer-
ville.” He’s right, despite our 
city’s being well positioned to 
lure tech firms. 

At a forum that his organi-
zation sponsored last week on 
our potential for becoming “The 
Next Innovation Center,” 130 
attendees heard what many of 
us have been saying for years. 

Peter Bekarian told the audi-
ence that Somerville already has 
most of the ingredients that it 
needs. Mr. Bekarian is Manag-
ing Director of Jones Lang La-
Salle, a leading real estate bro-

kerage and consulting firm.
He says that we enjoy critical 

advantages that competing com-
munities, including the flour-
ishing Seaport District, do not. 
We are a mile from the densest 
innovation cluster on the planet, 
with easy access to the foremost 
research centers. Our residents 
and city government have an “en-
trepreneurial, creative spirit.”

We are well serviced by tran-
sit, and will become more so 
with the Green Line’s arriv-
al. Already, 30.5% of us get to 
work using public transporta-
tion, as opposed to 12.3% for 
Greater Boston. 

We have a “built-in talent 
pool.” The proportion of our 
population that is between the 
ages of 25 and 34 and that has 
college degrees is, respectively, 
226% and 129% that of Greater 
Boston. And we have the densi-
ty of dining, entertainment, and 
cultural offerings that compet-
ing areas can only envy.  

As Mr. Bekarian’s list may 
suggest, much of what influ-
ences tech companies’ location 
decisions is what will attract 
and retain talented employees, 
particularly those who are early 
in their careers. Talent is these 
companies’ most critical success 
factor and accounts for 80% of 
their cost structures, as opposed 
8% for real estate. So Human 

Resources Directors increasing-
ly have as much influence on lo-
cation decisions as CEOs do.

Bob Coughlin is President of 
the Massachusetts Biotechnol-
ogy Council, a trade association 
with almost a thousand mem-
ber organizations. He told the 
Forum audience that employees 
want to “live, work, and play in 
the same place.” While acknowl-
edging that Somerville offers 
that, he seemed unaware that he 
was echoing the City’s own pro-
motional message.

He’s right, of course. Commer-
cial brokers tell me that many 
small and emerging tech compa-
nies would happily locate here if 
there were only space that could 
accommodate them. 

Except for a 250,000-square-
foot commercial project pro-
posed by Federal Realty in 
Assembly Square, no such de-
velopments are in the pipeline. 
Why?

The reason is not, as some sug-
gest, that we need to “activate” 
the Union Square area with 
additional residential and retail 
development. We are already 
considerably more “active” than 
competing districts. Indeed, it is 
the lack of a daytime population 
that is holding back growth in 
retail and service businesses, not 
the reverse.

Nor does concern about a 

near-term economic down-
turn seem to be an obstacle. 
Kermit Baker, Chief Econo-
mist for the American Insti-
tute of Architects reported 
at the forum that although 
we are “in the latter stages of 
the economic/construction/
real estate cycle, [a] downturn 
does not appear imminent.”

In fact, the nature of de-
mand for biotech products, and 
emerging biotech firms’ reliance 
on venture capital and Nation-
al Institutes of Health funding, 
make this industry segment less 
vulnerable to economic cycles. 
As the New England manager 
for one of the world’s largest 
biotech space developers told 
me, “Until death is cured, there 
will always be public and pri-
vate investment in the life sci-
ences. Cycles may affect us, but 
they won’t shut us down.”

For some developers, uncer-
tainty about the Green Line and 
other infrastructure develop-
ment remains a sticking point. 
And some would like greater 
certainty on future zoning, the 
first batch of which—for Union 
Square—is now before the 
Board of Aldermen. 

But two commercial developers 
are looking to do major projects 
in Boynton Yards now, whether 
or not the Green Line is coming. 
And they feel that what they in-

tend could be accomplished un-
der current zoning, with some 
minor variances.

Zoning matters to the extent 
that it is ambiguous, and a slow 
approval process can, indirectly, 
undermine financing. It is very 
difficult for developers to finance 
projects for which tenants have 
not yet been secured—what the 
industry calls “speculative” or 
“spec” projects. Even within well 
capitalized firms, investment 
committees want to see executed 
leases or letters of intent for at 
least half the space. 

But the kind of small and 
emerging companies that most 
commend themselves as tenants 
here have rapidly evolving space 
needs, which can change in as 
little as two years.  

For these kinds of projects, the 
average time between when the 
project is marketed and a lease 
begins is eleven months. Mr. 
Bekarian reports that his bro-
kerage will not begin offering 
project space until permitting is 
at or near completion. 

Consequently, developers are 
obligated to self finance all of 
their own predevelopment costs. 
Even then, the expected time be-
tween permitting and occupan-
cy may be too long for potential 
tenants to make the kind of 
commitments that investors re-
quire. This Continued on page 16
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birthday, and if you want to be men-
tioned here or know of someone who 
should be recognized, let us know.

***********************
With people’s comfort in mind, due 
to the sub-freezing temperatures and 
high winds on Saturday, Groundwork 
Somerville postponed the Maple Syr-
up Boil Down Festival until March 11, 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Somer-
ville Community Growing Center, 22 
Vinal Ave. They will have all the regular-
ly scheduled fun including music, pan-
cakes and, of course, the boiler going full 
steam. Please check their Facebook page 
for further updates.

***********************
Historic Somerville presents the 2017 
Local History Lecture Series: Invent-
ing the Charles River, a talk by Karl Ha-
glund, Sunday, March 12, 2:00–3:00 
p.m. Reception to follow at the Somer-
ville Museum, One Westwood Road. 
$8 General admission, free to Historic 
Somerville and or Somerville Museum 
members. Karl Haglund, author of In-
venting the Charles River, has spent the 
last 25 years as Project Manager for 
the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation for the new Charles River 
Basin. His book was published by MIT 
Press and received an honor award from 

the American Society of Landscape 
Architects. For more information, visit 
their website: www.HistoricSomerville.
org. To contact them, email: info@his-
toricsomerville.org or call Brandon Wil-
son at 617-625-6600 -X2532.

***********************
At this month’s Somerville Garden 
Club, Warren Leach, talented garden 
designer and owner of Tranquil Lake 
Nursery in Rehoboth, MA, will recom-
mend a diverse selection of superlative 
plants in his talk. He will discuss plant 
combinations that you can translate into 
your own garden, echoing leaf colors and 
texture to brighten the garden through 
the seasons. Leach is a passionate plant 
collector and landscape horticulturist 
with a depth of knowledge of all garden 
plants. He is also a distinguished and 
award-winning garden designer who en-
joys sharing his horticultural and garden 
design knowledge with others through 
garden lectures, mentoring and through 
the gardens that he designs. This meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday, March 
8, 7:00–9:00 p.m. at the Tufts Admin-
istration Building, 167 Holland Street, 
Somerville. Meetings are on the second 
floor, wheelchair accessible. Parking is 
available on site and the building is a 
short walk from the Davis Square T 

station and is on the #87 bus route. All 
Somerville Garden Club meetings are 
free and the public is invited to attend. 
For additional information please visit 
www.somervillegardenclub.org.

***********************
There’s a new website in town. Check 
it out at www.somervillema.com. The 
Somerville Times is on the site. Also check 
out www.medfordma.com. Someone 
asked online why we keep these two 
websites in Newstalk. We guess it’s be-
cause we like them.

***********************
For those that might be interested in 
obtaining certification for firearms 
should look up the Lawrence Rod & 
Gun Club. They provide an extensive 
program at the end of which you receive 
certification for Massachusetts/NRA 
Certified Firearm Safety Classes. They 
run a class once a month, which is lim-
ited to 10 people and we hear that this 
is the place to go to learn safety when 
handling guns. Email gunclub@earth-
link.net for more information and or go 
to their website at www.lawrencerodan-
dgunclub.org and read up about the 
course. We’ve been told that the course 
has seen a major increase in people ap-
plying for it, especially women. We can 
tell you first hand here that it’s a great 

course and quite thorough. The same 
goes for this in Newstalk. The club has 
informed us that many residents of 
Somerville have called or gone to the 
club to find out about certification.

***********************
It’s 2017 and Demet’s Donuts over on 
Mystic Avenue is the best. We’re notic-
ing more and more Somerville residents 
over there getting their coffee and donuts 
to start the day. The ladies working there 
are fantastic and always smiling. If you’re 
in the mood for a huge, great tasting do-
nut drop over early since they disappear 
as the day gets on.

***********************
Nobody works harder than the people 
at Goode Gas on Pearl Street. If you’re 
having a problem with your car they 
work hard to make sure it runs smoothly 
without costing you a lot. Stop in for gas 
and say “Hi” to George at the pumps. 
He’s never shy for comments on what’s 
going on here in Somerville. We’re big 
fans here at The Times and always have 
been. You can say we grew up knowing 
Vinny and his brother. Mention that 
you saw it here.

***********************
Yes, we’re big on the Mt. Vernon Restau-
rant, but we have to remark on the pop-
overs. They are the

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
If there is one invaluable resource that 
all city residents can appreciate and be 
proud of, it is the Somerville Parks & 
Recreation Department.

They operate year-round programs 
throughout the city’s public facilities, play-
grounds, schoolyards, and various other 
locations to promote positive and healthy 
activities for all members of the Somerville 

Community, in our particular our kids.
A veritable plethora of programs and ac-

tivities are made available throughout the 
year, but the spring and summer months 
are especially active as the weather brings 
us all out for exercise and play.

Whether it’s the KidStop program, 
Dilboy Pool membership, various sport-
ing clinics, Project Star, April Vacation 

program, Kennedy School Friday Night 
Out, Adventures In Space, Sprout Sports, 
music classes, and a myriad of other exit-
ing and educational activities, the depart-
ment is there to offer the community the 
best it can offer in recreational activities.

This coming Saturday, the department 
is holding its 2017 Somerville Parks & 
Recreation Fair at the high school gym-

nasium from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., where it 
will offer up a day filled with fun activities 
for all who attend.

The department brings the community 
invaluable opportunities for enhancing 
the wellbeing of all residents who are in-
terested in maintaining their health and 
learning new skills. Let’s show them some 
love this weekend and check out the Fair.

Continued on page 16
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Celebrating 100 
years of Fluff
CONT. FROM PG 1

and the big festival taking place on September 23 of this year as Graney 
offers her insights on the history of Fluff.

Upcoming events include:
March 10: Catch Graney at Spindler Confections from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Get your signed copy of Fluff and sample Spindler’s tasty caramel swirls, 
made with – what else? – Marshmallow Fluff.

March 22: Learn about Fluff ’s sticky 100-year legacy from Graney herself 
at the Charles River Museum of Industry and Innovation for a book talk and 
signing at 6:30 p.m.

March 26: Join Graney in Fluff ’s hometown of Somerville for a book talk 
and signing at the Somerville Public Library at 3:00 p.m.

April 1: Chat about all things Fluff and snag yourself a signed copy at 
the charming and funky Somerville gift shop Davis Squared from 3:00 to 
5:00 p.m.

For more information about Graney’s scheduled events, contact caitlin@
unionparkpress.com. For information about the festival in September, go to 
http://www.flufffestival.com.
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Prospect Hill Academy in championship game
By Ashley Richardson

The Lady Wizards of Pros-
pect Hill Academy will face-off 
against the Community Char-
ter School of Cambridge Lady 
Cougars in the Massachusetts 
Charter School Athletic Orga-
nization’s championship game 
on Friday, March 10, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Clark Athletic Cen-
ter on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Boston.

Prospect Hill earned a berth 
in the title affair by overwhelm-
ing the Pioneer Charter School 
of Science Lady Pirates II from 
Saugus, MA 76-32 in the tour-
nament quarter-finals this past 
Friday and squeaking by the 
Edward M. Kennedy Health 
Career Lady Huskies 47-43 
in the semi-finals on Satur-
day.  Pioneer Charter finished 

the 2016-2017 campaign with 
an overall record of 12-6 and 
EMK wrapped up the season 
17-3 overall. PHA’s oppo-
nent will be the Community 
Charter School of Cambridge 
Lady Cougars who steamrolled 
through Dorchester’s Boston 
Collegiate Charter 69-20 in 
its quarter-finals, and followed 
this up with a 31-22 win over 
KIPP Academy Lynn Colle-
giate in the semi-finals. 

The Lady Wizards appearance 
in next Friday’s title tilt will be 
the fourth time in the past four 
years that PHA has participated 
in the championship game. On 
the first two occasions, Pros-
pect Hill walked away with the 
runner-up trophy. Last season, 
PHA took home the champion’s 
hardware. The Lady Wizards 
will enter Friday’s game with a 

16-0 overall record. The Lady 
Cougars boasts an overall mark 
of 27-1. Both teams finished in 
their respective divisions 12-0. 
The Lady Wizards were the 
MCSAO Division I undefeat-
ed champion and CCSC was 
the undefeated champion of 
MCSAO Division II. In early 
February, PHA gave CCSC 
its only loss of the season in a 
non-league affair. CCSC has 
won 10 straight games since 
then and is now looking to 
avenge the loss and give PHA 
its only blemish on the court 
in the last two seasons and 
post-seasons of play. 

The Lady Cougars have 
been averaging 51 points per 

game on offense while hold-
ing opponents to an average 
of 22 points per game. CCSC 
is led in scoring by a trio of 
Juniors—Shaheedah Cesar, 
Sheba Austin and Dora Du-
guay—who combine for about 
28 points per game. Prospect 
Hill has averaged 59 points 
per game and while holding 
their opposition to 24 points 
per contest. PHA has relied 
on balance scoring from Se-
nior guard Agar Felix, Sopho-
more guard Ashley Cadet and 
Sophomore forward Kaleesha 
Joseph who during the season 
united for just over 35 points 
per game. In the quarter-final 
game the three players scored 

41 points, and in the semi-fi-
nals they combined for 43. 

Three months ago, twenty 
teams kicked off the 2016-
2017 Massachusetts Charter 
School Athletic Organization 
girls’ basketball season. Eight 
of these teams qualified for last 
Friday’s quarter-final round 
in the MCSAO post-season 
tournament. After last Sat-
urday’s semi-finals, only two 
teams remained with a chance 
to be anointed tournament 
champion—the Prospect 
Hill Academy Lady Wizards 
and the Community Charter 
School of Cambridge Lady 
Cougars. Who will be the last 
team standing?

The Prospect Hill Academy Lady Wizards tangle with the Community Charter School of Cambridge Lady Cougars in the Mas-
sachusetts Charter School Athletic Organization’s championship game this Friday.       — Photos by Correen Demers
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SPORTS

Ms. Cam’s

#568Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What is the only 
english word that ends in 
“mt”?

2.  What is the meaning 
of semidiurnal?

3.  Does the American flag 
have more red or white 
strips?

4.  What product used 
“I can’t believe I ate the 
whole thing” in their 
commercial?

5.  Who obtained a patent 
for roller coasters in 
1885?

6.  What is a pulsar?

7.  Which planet has a 

great dark spot?

8.  How many heart 
chambers does a human 
have?

9.  At resting, the heart 
beats close to how many 
beats per minute?

10.  In which city was the 
peace treaty ending the 
Vietnam war signed?

11.  Which auto company 
manufactured the first car 
to run on diesel?

12.  What is the distance 
between bases on a little 
league baseball field?

Answers on page 16

 Follow us on Twitter at @somervilletimes
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What’s on Somerville
Neighborhood News

Please check out the latest Somerville Neighborhood News headlines and video 
segments. Somerville Neighborhood News is a production of Somerville Com-
munity Access Television, made by professional journalists, volunteers and 
staff. We also invite you to become more involved with SNN! You can join as a 
community reporter, researcher, contributor or in some other volunteer capac-
ity. You can reach out to us at news@scatvsomerville.org. Below are the latest 
SNN story headlines and you can watch the full news segments online at www.
somervillenighborhoodnews.org!

Bfresh Market Opens in Davis Square
Davis Square rejoices over the grand opening of the new organic grocery store 
bfresh. The stores main goal is to provide local and healthy options to urban 
communities.

Video Essay: Development and Displacement
Somerville residents and business owners continue to fear displacement as a 
result of ongoing citywide zoning reformations. Changes proposed in the com-
munity include conserving residential areas, improving Davis Square, and fully 
renovating Union Square.

and chemist. After the Wells embarrass-
ment, his friend William Morton picked 
up the torch and ran with it. He told his 
story and shared information with Dr. 
Jackson, developing a mask for ether 
delivery. Next, they received permission 
from MGH for a demonstration, which 
was successful. 

One would think that would be all, but 
the story did not end there. How could 
the miracle discovery of ether, the vapor 
that eliminated human pain, cause so 
much agony to its creators? The answer 
was in who received the credit for the dis-
covery. All three men battled each other 
for the rest of their lives for fame, glory, 
honor, and homage for themselves. In the 
end, their lives were broken.

Morton, who held the central role in 
the ether controversy, collapsed and died 
in New York City’s Central Park having 
attained no financial award or profit. He 
was only 49 years old. Lastly in 1873, 
Dr. Jackson was committed to the sec-
tion of Somerville’s McLean Hospital 
known as the double domes, where he 
died seven years later. There were still 
other claimants. One was Dr. Crawford 
Long of Athens, Georgia, who asserted 
that he had used ether in surgery as early 
as 1842, the year of Somerville’s division 

from Charlestown.
 In 2018, Massachusetts will celebrate 

the 150th anniversary of the first statue 
built in the Boston Public Garden, the 
Ether Monument, commonly called the 
Good Samaritan Statue. The memo-
rial doesn’t mention the first men who 
practiced with the mysterious vapor … 
it simply praises ether and its wondrous 
contribution to mankind.

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 8

SHS Science & Engineering Fair – March 9
The Somerville High School Science Department hosts its annual Science and 
Engineering Fair on Thursday, March 9. Students in grades 9-12 spend sev-
eral weeks researching one topic and following the scientific method and/or 
engineering design process to investigate one question deeply. Projects will be 
judged from 8:30-11:30am by scientists and engineers from Biogen, Brammer 
Bio, Wolfe Labs, Tufts University, Harvard University, and more. Projects will 
be set up in room 420 (Life Science Projects), room 423 (Chemical and Phys-
ical Science Projects), and room 425 (Physics and Engineering Projects). Proj-
ects will be available for public viewing during the Science Fair Exhibition from 
4:30-5:30pm in classrooms 420, 423 and 425. An Awards Ceremony, open to 
the public, will take place in the SHS Auditorium from 5:30-6:00pm.
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TO PLACE LEGAL
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CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010

FAX: 617.628.0422

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

A hearing to all persons interested will be given by the Somerville Li-
censing Commission on Monday February 13, 2017 at the Senior Cen-
ter, Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA at 
6:00PM on the application of Somerville Café Inc. for an Entertainment 
License by Devices at 376 Mystic Ave., Somerville, MA 

For the Commission
Andrew Upton

John J. McKenna

Attest: Lori Jean Batzek
Administrative Assistant

3/1/17, 3/8/17 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION

LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals on Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at City 
Hall, Aldermanic Chambers, 2nd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somer-
ville, MA. 

28 Hawthorne Street: (Case #ZBA 2016-142) Applicant/Owner, Haw-
thorne Development Ventures, LLC, seeks a Special Permit under SZO 
§4.4.1 to alter a nonconforming structure, §9.13 for parking relief, and 
a Special Permit with Site Plan Review under §7.2 to locate more than 
one principal structure on the lot by constructing a new single family 
dwelling on the locus. RB zone. Ward 6.

10 Miner Street: (Case #ZBA 2017-12) Applicants and Owners, Carolyn 
Hayes and Matthew Daniels, seek a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 
to perform an alteration within the required left side yard of a noncon-
forming structure. RA zone. Ward 5.

91-93 Rogers Avenue: (Case # ZBA 2017-13) Applicants and Owners, 
Arthur and Maria O’Callaghan, seek a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 
to increase the FAR of a nonconforming structure by finishing the 
basement. RA Zone. Ward 6.

8 Hamilton Road: (Case # ZBA 2017-09) Applicants and Owners, 8 
Hamilton, LLC, seek a Special Permit under SZO §4.4.1 to increase the 
FAR by finishing the basement and attic, and a Special Permit under 
Article 9 of the SZO for parking relief. RA Zone. Ward 7.

Applications are not posted online. Copies of these applications are 
available for review in the Office of Strategic Planning and Commu-
nity Development (OSPCD), located on the third floor of City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 
8:30 am-7:30 pm; and Fri, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. Reports, plans and de-
cisions, when completed, are posted online at www.somervillema.
gov/planningandzoning. As cases may be continued to later dates, 
please check the agenda on the City’s website or call before attend-
ing a meeting. Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Interested 
persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the 
hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to OSPCD, Plan-
ning Division, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 
617-625-0722; or by email to dpereira@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Dawn Pereira, Administrative Assistant

As published in The Somerville Times on 3/1/17 & 3/8/17.

3/1/17, 3/8/17 The Somerville Times

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids from General Contractors for the Stair & Bridge Replace-
ment, DHCD #274106 in Somerville, Massachusetts, in accordance 
with the documents prepared by Allen & Major Associates, Inc.

The Project consists of: replacement of exterior concrete stairs and 
railing. Patch repair of the existing concrete retaining wall cap.

The work is estimated to cost $37,633.

Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J & to minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELECTRONICALLY BID AND HARD COPY 
BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Please review the instructions in the 
bid documents on how to register as an electronic bidder. The bids 
are to be prepared and submitted at www.biddocsonline.com . Tutori-
als and instructions on how to complete the electronic bid documents 
are available online (click on the “Tutorial” tab at the bottom footer).

General Bids will be received until 2:00 PM on Wednesday, 29 March 
2017 and publicly opened online, forthwith.

All Bids should be submitted online at www.biddocsonline.com and 
received no later than the date and time specified above.

General bids and sub-bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit that 
is not less than five (5%) of the greatest possible bid amount (con-
sidering all alternates), and made payable to the Somerville Housing 
Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract Documents will be available for pick-up at  
www.biddocsonline.com (may be viewed electronically and hardcopy 
requested) or at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433 Main Street, Hudson, MA 
01749 (978-568-1167).

There is a plan deposit of $50.00 per set (maximum of 2 sets) payable 
to BidDocs  ONLINE Inc.

Plan deposits may be electronically paid or by check.  This deposit 
will be refunded for up to two sets for general bidders and for one set 
for sub-bidders upon return of the sets in good condition within thirty 
(30) days of receipt of general bids. Otherwise the deposit shall be the 
property of the Awarding Authority.

Additional sets may be purchased for $50.00

Bidders requesting Contract Documents to be mailed to them shall 
include a separate check for $40.00 per set for UPS Ground (or $65.00 
per set for UPS overnight), non- refundable, payable to the BidDocs 
ONLINE Inc., to cover mail handling costs. 

PRE-BID CONFERENCE / SITE VISIT:
Date and Time: Wednesday, 15 March 2017 at 10:00 AM
Address: 32 & 125 Jacques Street, Somerville
Instructions:

SITE VISIT BY APPOINTMENT: NONE

The Contract Documents may be seen, but not removed at:

Somerville Housing Authority Nashoba Blue Inc. 
30 Memorial Road 433 Main Street
Somerville, MA 02145 Hudson, MA 01749
617-625-1152 978-568-1167

3/8/17 The Somerville Times

best. Get a nice hot one out of the kitchen with some 
butter, you’ll be asking for more.

***********************
The Somerville Redevelopment Authority (SRA) 
invites the public to comment on the Master Land 
Disposition Agreement (MLDA) with Union 
Square Station Associates (US2) at a special SRA 
meeting and public hearing tonight, Wednesday, 
March 8 at 5:30 p.m. The MLDA between the 
Somerville Redevelopment Authority and Union 
Square Master Developer US2 was submitted to 
the SRA for review at their meeting on February 
16. The SRA will hear comments at the meeting, 
and comments are also currently being accepted via 
email. All email comments must be submitted via 
email to Emily Hedeman at ehedeman@somer-
villema.gov by 3 p.m. on Wednesday March 8. The 
meeting will be held at Somerville City Hall, in the 
Aldermanic Chambers, 2nd Floor, 93 Highland 
Avenue. To view the MLDA, please visit somerville-
ma.gov/US2MLDA. For more information, please 
visit somervillema.gov/unionsquare or contact Em-
ily Hedeman at ehedeman@somervillema.gov or 
(617) 625-6600 x25.

***********************
The 2017 Somerville Parks & Recreation Fair 
takes place on Saturday, March 11, 1:00 p.m. at 
the Somerville High School Gymnasium, 81 
Highland Ave. Join in for a fun-filled day of activi-
ties for all ages. Come learn about all that Parks & 
Recreation has to offer. For more information visit 
www.somervillerec.com.

***********************
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day week with the hit Irish 
play Jimmy Titanic at The Rockwell. Winning the 
2014 IRNE award for best solo performance, Jim-
my Titanic is a hit Irish play produced by Tir na 
Theatre. A century after the sinking of the Titanic, 
after fictional accounts and conjecture, documenta-
ries, and journalism, Jimmy Titanic is a remarkable 
piece of pared down theater that manages to enter-
tain, inform, move, and comment from a completely 
original point of view. Wednesday, March 15 and 
Sunday, March 19 at The Rockwell, 255 Elm Street 
Somerville. Info: https://therockwell.org/shows/
jimmy-titanic/.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 11

challenge may be the greatest obsta-
cle, which in turn, can be aggravated 
by delayed permit approval.

Finally, while Union Square’s and 
Boynton Yards’ “frontier” status 
may pose no problem for potential 
tech tenants, it does for some de-
velopers, and even more so for their 
investors. We need pioneer de-
velopments that will demonstrate 
those neighborhoods’ viability as 
tech-company locations.

Competition with other regional 

locations for first mover advantages 
increases this imperative’s urgency. 
As do increasing interest rates and 
building materials costs. 

But while the Union Square Zon-
ing now before the Board of Al-
derman specifies a 60%/40% ratio 
between new commercial and resi-
dential development, it contains no 
mechanisms to effectively enforce 
this split. 

And the draft contract between the 
Somerville Redevelopment Authori-

ty and US2, the Union Square Mas-
ter Developer, allows US2 to delay 
commencement of office/lab space 
construction until two years after 
Green Line station construction 
begins, which itself is at least three 
additional years out.

In the meantime, MassBio Pres-
ident Bob Coughlin says, “Today I 
drive through Somerville on the way 
to other towns. That shouldn’t be 
the case.”

No, it shouldn’t.

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Dreamt

2.  Occurs twice a day

3.  Red (7)

4.  Alka Seltzer

5.  LaMarcus Adna 
Thompson

6.  A rapidly rotating 
neutron star

7.  Neptune

8.  4

9.  72

10.  Paris

11.  Mercedes Benz

12.  60 feet

From on page 14

Can Somerville be the next innovation 
center?  Maybe   CONT. FROM PG 10
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Kate’s Café celebrates first annual
Kate Thomas Award

Expanded access and support leads to impressive increase 
in Somerville Public Schools AP enrollment and success

By Nathan Lamb

Six years ago, Somerville-Cam-
bridge Elder Services (SCES) 
Elder Care Advisor Kate Thom-
as organized a monthly dinner 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) older 
adults and friends. At a recent 
event, SCES and the LGBT Ag-
ing Project honored her memory 
with the inaugural Kate Thomas 
Spirit Award. 

Before her untimely passing 
in 2014, Thomas followed her 
passion for working with LGBT 
older adults through her role 
at SCES. She founded SCES’ 
LGBT Aging Task Force and the 
monthly dinner, now known as 
Kate’s Café. Thomas partnered 
with Ryles Jazz Club in Inman 
Square to provide food and ven-
ue, and also fostered an ongoing 
relationship with Harvard Col-
lege to provide intergenerational 
programming for LGBT older 
adults and students. 

“Her legacy is reflective of 
the kindness and creativity she 
brought to her work,” said cur-
rent LGBT Aging Task Force 
Chair Melissa Bryant. 

Those qualities also inspired 
the LGBT Aging Project-- a 
non-profit focused on the 
rights and needs of LGBT old-

er adults-- to create an award in 
her name, said organization di-
rector Lisa Krinsky.  

“We thought the best way for 
the Aging Project to remem-
ber Kate would be an award, 
to help us keep that legacy of 
her energy, her spirit, her love 
for LGBT aging,” said Krinsky. 
“We wanted to give it to a per-
son who inspires the same feel-
ings and enthusiasm.” 

The inaugural award was pre-
sented at the February Kate’s 
Café to Jayne Davis, who is 
currently the Nutrition Di-
rector at HESSCO, the Aging 
Services Access Point (ASAP) 
in Sharon.

Davis was previous Nutrition 
Director at Ethos-- the ASAP 
in Jamaica Plain—and while 
there created Boston’s Café Em-
manuel and Out2Brunch meal-
sites for LGBT older adults, 
which were among the first in 
the state. When she moved to 
HESSCO, Davis started plan-
ning a new community there. 
With the help of the LGBT 
Aging Project, she established 
the Lakeside Café at the Sharon 
Council on Aging. Davis said 
the best part of the work has 
been getting to know the older 
adults who attend the meals.  

 “My work with the LGBT 

older community began 20 years 
ago, and my greatest gift has 
been the many friends I have 
met along the way, who have 
inspired me to become a better 
person,” said Davis as she accept-
ed the award. 

“I’m so grateful to have had the 
opportunity to work with and 
become friends with so many 
who are here tonight,” she added. 

Roughly 90 people attend-
ed the dinner, including SCES 
staff members and friends who 

came to honor Thomas’ memo-
ry. Thomas’ former spouse, Tina 
Cincotti, spoke about the mean-
ing of the award. 

“The best thing that I try to 
do is keep Kate’s memory alive, 
and this is a wonderful way to do 
that. It’s really beautiful to see so 
many people here, remembering 
her,” said Cincotti. 

The Kate Thomas Spirit 
Award will be presented annu-
ally at the Kate’s Café dinner. 
Nominations can be submitted 

to Lisa Krinsky at lkrinsky@
fenwayhealth.org.
_________________________

Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services is, a non-profit agency 
that supports the independence 
and well-being of older people 
in Somerville and Cambridge. 
For more information, contact 
the SCES Aging Information 
Center at 617-628-2601 for 
free advice and guidance, vis-
it eldercare.org or follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter.

By Louise Carpenter

After implementing a cam-
paign encouraging students 
to meet with their counsel-
ors to consider taking an Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) course, 
Somerville Public Schools saw 
the number of its students en-
rolled in AP classes increase by 
more than 50% in just one year. 
With nearly three-quarters of 
the district’s students qualify-
ing for free and reduced-price 
meals, Somerville also commit-
ted to covering 85-95% of the 
cost of AP Exams, with help 
from the national nonprofit 
Mass Insight Education (MIE). 
Now in their second year of 
partnering to increase student 
participation in AP science, 
math, and English classes, MIE 
and Somerville High School 
are expanding access and op-
portunities for success. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Mary Skipper attributes the 
success to a simple formula 
of student empowerment and 
consistent support. “The se-
cret to our growth is that we 

encouraged students to push 
themselves and also helped 
them determine which courses 
were right for them,” she stated. 
“But our success just wouldn’t 
be possible without our coun-
selors and dedicated AP teach-
ers, who work so hard to help 
all students in Somerville reach 
their potential.”

“By expanding access to all 
Somerville High School stu-
dents, more are enjoying the 
benefits of AP classes, including 
the confidence to embrace the 
AP challenge and the resulting 
greater understanding of the ex-
pectations of college,” comment-
ed School Committee Chair, 
Laura Pitone. “This is one of the 
targeted ways SPS is striving to 
increase future opportunities for 
all our students.”

“It is a testament to the 
Somerville Public School Dis-
trict, its staff, and in particular 
its teachers that with one small 
change, they have positively im-
pacted the lives and enriched 
the futures of so many of our 
students,” said Mayor Joseph A. 
Curtatone. “Somerville has been 

a leader among urban districts 
in MCAS growth, and that AP 
class enrollment grew by 50% 
in just one school year clearly 
indicates how committed our 
District and teachers are to en-
suring that Somerville’s students 
have every tool possible in order 
to succeed.”

Since 2012, both the total 
number of Somerville High 
School students taking an 
AP course and the number of 
AP courses in which students 
are enrolled have steadily in-
creased. In 2016, 225 stu-
dents – about 15% of the SHS 
student population – were 
enrolled in a total of 597 AP 
courses, an increase of more 
than double in two years. Also 
on the rise is the percentage 
of AP exams that SHS stu-

dents are taking. Of the 597 
exams that could have been 
taken in 2016, 589 were tak-
en (99%). From 2012 to 2016, 
the number of AP exams taken 
by Somerville High students 
more than tripled, providing 
greater opportunities for stu-
dents to gain college credit, 
take more advanced courses 
in college, and have the expe-
rience of a college-level exam. 
While the percentage of SHS 
students scoring 3.0 or higher 
on an AP exam has decreased 
in the last two years as the 
number of AP exams taken has 
more than doubled, it remains 
consistent with the global per-
centage (58.2 vs. 60.2). The 
number of SHS students with 
scores of 3.0 or higher on an 
AP exam has increased each 
year and nearly doubled since 
2012. The SHS mean scores 
for several subjects remain 
above the national mean.

Among the benefits of AP 
courses noted in a recent news 
release by the College Board, 
are the development of skills 
that students will need for col-

lege and the potential cost- and 
time-savings gained by earn-
ing college credit. They also 
cite research which shows that 
students who succeed on AP 
Exams are more likely to earn 
higher GPAs in college, take 
more classes in their discipline, 
and graduate college on time.

Somerville High School stu-
dents will have more opportuni-
ties to participate in AP courses 
as the SHS AP menu and stu-
dent supports continue to ex-
pand. This year, SHS students 
had 16 AP courses from which 
to choose, including AP Italian 
Language and Culture, which 
was offered for the first time in 
2016-2017. A potential new AP 
course in the coming year is AP 
French Language and Culture. 
Somerville High School will 
continue to partner with MIE 
with the goal of providing access 
to rigorous AP courses for all 
students, and will look for ways 
to mirror services for Social 
Studies and World Language 
AP courses that MIE provides 
for English, math and science 
AP courses.

Jayne Davis (second from left) was recently presented the inaugural Kate Thomas Spirit Award, for her work in establishing 
LGBT meal sites for older adults. The new award was launched by the LGBT Aging Project, in part to honor the contributions 
of SCES case manager Kate Thomas, who passed in 2014.

“... Somerville’s
students have every 
tool possible in order 

to succeed”
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|March 8
East Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Somerville Positive Force 
1 p.m.-3 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|March 9
Central Library 
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.- 11:15 a.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

West Branch Library
Lego Club 
3:30 p.m.- 4:45 p.m.|40 College Ave

Central Library
Teen Advisory Board Meeting 
3 p.m.-4  p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Friday|March 10
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland Ave

Central Library
TELL (Teen Library Leaders) Meeting 
3 p.m.- 5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Sunday|March 12
Central Library
Peer Critique Meeting 
2 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Monday|March 13
Central Library
Sing Along 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|79 Highland Ave

Central Library
Creative Drama Workshop 
4 p.m.-5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Tuesday|March 14
West Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.|40 College Ave

Central Library
Homeschool Reading Group for Ages 
13-15 
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Central Library
Somerville High School Anime Club 
2:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Wednesday|March 15
East Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|March 8
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Backroom Series: Teada with Seamus 
Begley|7 p.m. 
Comedy Night With Jordan Han-
dren-Seavey|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

P.A.’s Lounge 
The Spots 
Kat Kennedy 
Tory Silver 
Victoria Rios 
8 p.m.|345 Somerville Ave    

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez – Funk & Soul 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency  
8 p.m.| 379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 623-
9910

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Simpsons Trivia  
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
Laugh, Drink, and Fundraise!  

7:30 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Arts at the Armory
Been Out Here Teen Open Mic  
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Thursday|March 9
Sally O’Brien’s
Asa Brebner, Randy Black & The 
Heathcroppers, Tony Savarino & The 
Savtones |8 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Lunchtime Concert Series|1-2pm 
Matt Borrello, Mike Verge & Compa-
ny|9:30 pm  
Backroom Series: Aaron Shadwell and 
Jamie Kallestad|7 p.m. 
Scattershots|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

P.A.’s Lounge 
Early Show ft.  
Coffin Salesman 
Slow Coyote 
Dancehall Lounge 
345 Somerville Ave

On The Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Somerville Theatre
Awkward Compliment’s Thursday 
Night Comedy Night 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Square

Thunder Road
Steve Morse & Patty Colley Moore 
Present:A Benefit For Outside The 
Lines Arts Studio Featuring: Jesse Dee, 
Barrence Whitfield, Sister Kate Taylor, 
Dennis Brennan & Danielle Miraglia  
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Mass Hysteria: A Local Beer and Taco 
Fiesta  
7 p.m.|56 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
The Mystical Misfits 
8:30  p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Something Big with John Conroy  
8 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Arts at the Armory
Pub Sing at The Armory  
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Friday|March 10
Sally O’Brien’s
David Johnston Band |6 p.m. 
HearNowLive presents Water |9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Backroom Series  Christine Fawson|7 
p.m. 
Jimmy’s Down|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

P.A.’s Lounge 
Tim Gibson 
The House on Cliff 
Cosmonaut Radio  
Matt Heaton & the Electric Heaters  
345 Somerville Ave

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway |617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
TBA 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live music 
9 p.m.|608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
SYM (Rock n’ Roll) 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Agent Orange 
Guttermouth, The Queers, 
The Atom Age  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Boycott! 
6:30  p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Shit-Faced Shakespeare: Romeo & 
Juliet|7 p.m. 
B.U.M.P|9:30 p.m. 
Dirty Disney|11 p.m. 
255 Elm Street

Arts at the Armory
Symphony Nova and Kieran Jordan 
Dance present: Dance at the Armory 
7:30 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Broad Appeal Comedy Night 
8 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Saturday|March 11
Sally O’Brien’s
Tom Hagerty Band |6 p.m. 
Clippertones Peter birthday jam, 
Damian Quinones & friends, Eleanor 
& the Tasties|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

P.A.’s Lounge 
Private event 
345 Somerville Ave   

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

On the Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s 
TBA 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ El Sid! 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
BRYAC Funk Allstars Featuring 
Members of Kung Fu & Deep Banana 
Blackout 8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
DJ J Wall 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Secondhand Serenade 
Hawthorne Heights (Acoustic), 
Ronnie Winter Of The Red Jumpsuit 
Apparatus, Kenny Holland  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
KERPLUNK!|11 a.m. 
Shit-Faced Shakespeare: Romeo & 
Juliet|7 p.m. 
Comic Con Vixens: Nerdy Bur-
lesque|11 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Arts at the Armory
Laughing Liberally Boston  
8 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Sunday|March 12
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Bucky Bear & The Titanium Hipsters|6 
p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA’S Lounge
345 Somerville Ave   

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Thunder Road
Americana Sundays w/ Greg Klyma 
7 p.m.| 379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Paul Yu 
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
I-Opener  
10 a.m.|Performance Hall 
Pitnacree and Friends 

7 p.m.| Cafel|191 Highland Ave

Monday|March 13
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter’s Cheapshots Come-
dy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Bur-Run 
Helena Delaney, Johnny O’Leary & 
Friends Irish Session|9 p.m. 
Back Room: Science by the Pint|8 
p.m. 
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

P.A.’s Lounge
Slimey Mondays w/ Yoshi Walsh 
Old School Mondays 
345 Somerville Ave

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302 

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Stump! Team Trivia 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
The Murdock Manor Stripped Sets 
Monday Night Series 
7:30 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
New Music Night with DJ Bad Squir-
rel|6 p.m. 
Chandler Travis Three-O  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Arts at the Armory
Queer Tango Boston 
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|March 14
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
TBA 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swingers Swing/
Jazz|8:30 p.m. 
Back Room:  
Open Mic w/ Hugh McGowan|10 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA’s Lounge
Open Mic Night 
345 Somerville Ave

On The Hill Tavern
Stump Trivia (with prizes)  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Ghetto People Band 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spelling 
Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-625-
8200

Thunder Road
Thunder & Lightning Sessions Featur-
ing Erica Leigh 
7:30 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
Wacken Metal Battle USA - Boston 
Round 2 
Upheaval, Leather Lung, Birnam 
Wood  
9 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Wednesday|March 15
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

P.A.’s Lounge 
Jiblantos 
Keith Pierce 
Wet Guests 
Ten Dollar Mistake  
8 p.m.|345 Somerville Ave    

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez – Funk & Soul 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road

Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency  
8 p.m.| 379 Somerville Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 623-
9910

ONCE Lounge & Ballroom
The Moth: True Stories Told Live  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Union Square Playlist presents: Shep-
herdess 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Jimmy Titanic  
7:30 p.m.|255 Elm Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|March 8
Central Library
Board of Library Trustees Meeting 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Central Library
Cinema’s at Central 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|March 9
West Branch Library
Learn English at the Library!  
(Session 1) 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
(Session 2)7:15 p.m.-8:15 p.m. 
40 College Ave

East Branch Library
Drop in Knitting at the East Branch 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
FREE Yoga at the Library 
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with problems 
with money and debt. 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.|89 College Ave (Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Friday|March 10
Central Library
Weekday working group meeting 
10 a.m.-12 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Saturday|March 11
Central Library
Lacan Reading Group 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Somerville Winters Farmer Market
9:30 a.m.|Performance Hall|191 
Highland Ave

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets meet 
weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-48 
Holland St

Sunday|March 12
Central Library
Christine Briggs 
2 p.m.-4:15 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in base-
ment.

Monday|March 13
East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library!  
(Session 1)6 p.m.-7 p.m. 
(Session 2) 7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.
115 Broadway

West Branch Library
Drop in Knitting at West Branch
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|40 College Ave

Central Library
FSPL March Board Meeting
7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Tuesday|March 14
Central Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Wednesday|March 15
Central Library
Death Cafe 
7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Central Library
Stronger Together 
7 p.m.-8:45 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

• • • • VILLENS ON THE TOWN • • • •

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation.

All clubs and groups welcome new members.

Holland Street: 167 Holland Street 
*Monday through Friday 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300  
*Our Holland Street Center will be serving lunch on 
Monday, Thursday & Fridays only until further notice.

Cross Street Center: 165 Broadway 
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.  
Wednesday – 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. (Please note time 
change) (617) 625-6600 Ext. 2335.

Ralph and Jenny Center: 9 New Washington Street, 
Tuesday through Thursday 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. (Please 
note time change) (617) 666-5223.

Join the SCOA’s email group – The email group is 
for Somerville Council on Aging Seniors and/or Care-
givers who are interested in the latest information on 
resources, events, programming, etc., in and around 
the Somerville area. Use the link https://groups.google.
com/group/somerville-council-on-aging - If you have 
any questions or need help joining please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
DHiggins@Somervillema.gov

Ageless Grace – Ageless Grace, the Council on Ag-
ing’s new Fitness class for the body and mind. Held on 
Mondays at 4:00 p.m. at the Holland St. Center, the 
Ageless Grace program is an innovative wellness and 
fitness program done seated in a chair to upbeat music. 
Classes are playful, imaginative and different every time. 
All the movements are designed to focus on the healthy 
longevity of the body and the brain. Contact Chris at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2315 for more information and to 
sign up. Cost is $20.00 for 5 classes.

Yoga - Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  A 
5-week Yoga series is a low-impact and easy-to-follow 
paced program that lets you stretch and relax to help 
start your day. Contact Chris at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315 
for more information and to sign up. Cost is $20.00 for 
5 classes!

Silver Alert Program – The Somerville Council on Aging 
with the Somerville Police Department have implement-
ed a program to take a proactive approach towards 
protecting some of Somerville’s most vulnerable citizens 
who suffer with serious cognitive impairments that put 
them at risk for wandering and getting lost.  The Silver 
Alert Program is designed to collect specific information 
about a potential missing person, along with photo 
identification.  This confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event a loved one is 
reported missing.  Please contact the SCOA at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 for additional information or to register.  

Free Groceries Every Month? – You may be eligible for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program!  CSFP is a 
once a month food distribution for individuals 60 years 
of age or older.  You may be eligible to receive two free 
bags of food once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products.  Proof of identity and age are all that 
is required to apply.  For more information or to apply 
please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 – applications are 
available at the front desk of our Holland Street Center.

Death Café – Wednesday, March 15 - Gather to eat 
cake, drink tea and discuss death at the Somerville 
Public Library located at 79 Highland Avenue starting 
at 7:00 p.m. Co-sponsored by the SCOA and the SPL - 
Please contact the SPL at 617-623-5000 or visit www.
somervillepubliclibrary.org for additional information.

St. Patrick’s Day Super Bingo – Thursday, March 16 – 
at our Holland Street Center from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. - $10 fee – limited seating and transportation – 
contact Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration – Friday, March 17 – at 
the WHYC – 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. – limited seating 
and transportation – contact Connie at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300 to reserve your spot

Twin River Casino – Monday, March 27 – Lincoln, RI - 
$20 fee includes motor coach transportation and a yet 
to be determined package – contact Connie at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300

Fiore’s Restaurant – Wednesday, March 29 – check in 
at Holland Street at 10:45 a.m. and Ralph & Jenny at 
11:00 a.m. – approximate return time of 3:00 p.m. - 
$25 – meal choice, chicken parm., salmon, ricotta & 
spinach manicotti, lasagna or vegetable lasagna – To 
reserve your spot please call Connie at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300

The Johnny Come Latelies – Thursday, March 30 at 
10:30 a.m. at our Holland Street Center.  Join us for a 
great morning of All-Acoustic Irish Music.  Please RSVP 
by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Live Your Life Well – Tuesday, April 4th at the High-
lander Café from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Join us for 
breakfast and discussions on a wide range of topics to 
help you live your life well.  For more information or to 
reserve your spot please call Chris at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300.

Multicultural Day – Thursday, April 6 – at our Cross 
Street Center located at 165 Broadway – 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. – lunch will be served at noontime – come 
learn about the music, languages, foods and cultures 
of Somerville’s older adults.  This is a free event – must 
RSVP to Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 
by Monday, April 3rd. 

Author Daphne Kalotay – Thursday, April 13th -  10:30 
at our Holland Street Center.  Join us for a reading and a 
behind the scenes look at a writer’s life.  Lunch & bingo 
will be served following the discussion.  Please RSVP by 
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Diabetes Shoe Clinic – Tuesday, April 18 - at our Hol-
land Street Center from 9:00 a.m. to noontime.  If you 
have Medicare and diabetes you should be eligible for a 
free pair of diabetes shoes every year.  An appointment 
is a must so please call Natasha at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2317 to schedule yours.

Howie Newman – Thursday, April 20  - 10:30 a.m. 
at our Holland Street Center.  Join us for a morning of 
baseball songs and trivia.  Lunch & bingo will be held 
following the performance.  Please RSVP by calling 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300.

Happy Wedding Anniversary – Monday, April 24 - 
11:30 a.m. at the Somerville Holiday Inn located on 30 
Washington Street.  Are you a married couple celebrat-
ing 50 years or more of marriage?  The SCOA is looking 
for couples to come celebrate this joyous occasion.  We 
will be hosting an Anniversary Luncheon.  Please call 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 to get on the list to join the 
festivities.

Older American’s Month Celebration – Monday, May 
1 – at the WHYC from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - $10 fee 
– limited seating and transportation – contact Connie at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 to reserve your spot

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

Friendly Caller Program - Do you know someone 
who could benefit from a friendly call?  Maybe you are 
feeling isolated and want someone to talk to – or you 
just want someone to listen.  Please call Natasha at 617-
625-6600 ext. 2300 to sign up for our “Friendly Caller” 
Program.

The trip to the Kentucky Derby is sold out. There is a 
waiting list if you would like your name placed on the 
waiting list please call Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300

The St. Patrick’s Day Super Bingo scheduled for 3-16-17 
is SOLD OUT.

The day trip to Twin River scheduled for Monday, March 
27 is SOLD OUT.

LGBTQ EVENTS:

LGBTQ Advisory Group – This group meets quarterly 
in the conference room of our Holland Street Center at 
4:30 p.m. and run for one hour.  We are always look-
ing for new members who would like to serve on the 
Advisory Group.  Please call Debby Higgins, Outreach 
Coordinator at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email  dhig-
gins@Somervillema.gov if you have any questions or if 
you should need additional information.

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness and Nutrition Classes.  
Classes are Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting at 
6:00 P.M.  $10 a month fee - scholarships available & it 
just might be covered under your insurance.  We have 
available slots and would love to have you.  If you have 
any questions or require additional information, please 
contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kow-
aleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

2017 Advisory Dates 4:30-5:30 p.m. at Holland St. 
March 13, July 10, October 16.

2017 Event Dates  
April 27 – Health Fair @ Holland St. Center 4:30-6 p.m. 
June 2 – Dance @ The Holiday Inn 6:00 p.m.

STAY ACTIVE:

Walking & Talking Group – Starting on Monday, May 
4th at 8:30 A.M. – out of our Holland Street Center. 
We’ll take a gentle 30 minute walk around the commu-
nity every Monday – meeting in the downstairs lobby 
of the Holland Street Center. For more information or 
to sign up please contact Chris Kowaleski our Health & 
Wellness Coordinator at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315.

Weekly Exercise Class Schedule

Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (RJ) Cross Street = (C)

Mondays:
1:00 Fit-4-Life Group C (H)

Tuesdays:
9:15 Strengthening - $3 per class (H) 
11:15 Fit-4-Life (C) 
1:00 Dalcroze Eurhythmics*** 
6:00 LBT Fit-4-Life* (H)

Wednesdays:
8:45 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) – Exercise 
9:00 Fit-4-Life Group B (H) - Nutrition 
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group B (H) – Exercise 
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) – Nutrition 
12:00 Fit-4-Life Group C (H) - Nutrition 
1:00 Fit-4-Life Group C (H) - Exercise 
5:15 Zumba for All - $3 per class (H)

Thursdays:
9:00 Yoga (H) (5 week series) – On hiatus till January 
9:30 Strengthening - $3 per class (RJ) 
11:15 Fit-4-Life (C) 
6:00 LBT Fit-4-Life*(H)

Fridays:
8:45 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) - Exercise 
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group B (H) – Exercise

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration 
One-on-one nutrition is on hiatus til further notice.

Wednesday, March 8

9:00 Bowling at Flatbreads 
10:00 – 3:00 Wacky Wednesday (RJ)

Thursday, March 9

10:00 Current Events (H) 
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
11:00 Computer tutorial with Barbara (by appointment 
only) (H) 
11:30 Lunch (C, H, RJ) 
12:45 Bingo (H, RJ) 
1:00 Arts & Crafts (C)

Friday, March 10

11:30 Lunch (H) 
11:45 Bingo (H)

Monday, March 13

9:00 Gardening Club (H) 
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
11:30 Lunch (C) 
1:00 Bereavement Group (H) 
4:30 LGBTQ Advisory (H)

Tuesday, March 14

10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:30 Low Vision (H) 
11:30 Lunch (C, RJ) 
12:00 Computer tutorial with Norbert (by appointment 
only) (H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ)

Wednesday, March 15

9:00 Bowling at Flatbreads 
10:00 – 3:00 Wacky Wednesday (RJ)

DID YOU KNOW?

We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always 
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00 
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or 
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTO DONATION

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast 
- FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-
0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!!    All Makes/Models 
2000-2016! Any Condition.    
Running or Not. Top $$$ 
Paid! Free Towing!    We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Make/Models 2000-
2015! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive 
Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

DRIVER TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Learn to drive for 
Stevens Transport! NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
New drivers earn $900+ 
per week! PAID CDL 
TRAINING! Stevens covers 
all costs! 1-888-734-6714 
drive4stevens.com

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
TRAINING - Get FAA certi-
fication. Approved for mili-
tary benefits. Financial Aid 
if qualified. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real 
Estate Agents needed: Very 
busy Somerville based 
office in need of additional 
agents, no fee referrals, 
Sales & Rentals, Part time 
or Full Time. work from 
home online, full office 
back up and highest paid 
no strings commissions. 
Call for private interview 
617 623-6600 ask for Don-
ald.

Drive with Uber. You’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s 
fun and easy. For more 
information, call: 1-844-
700-8936

MAKE MONEY MAILING 
POSTCARDS! Guaranteed 
Legitimate Opportunity! 
www.PostcardsToWealth.
com Earn Multiple $250 
Payments Daily! ww-
w.250PerDaySystem.com 
Home Workers Urgently 
Needed! www.LegitOn-
lineWork.com

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make 
$1000 A Week Mailing Bro-

chures From Home! NO 
Experience Required. Help-
ing home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportu-
nity. Start Immediately! 
www.WorkingOpp.com

FINANCIAL

SELL YOUR STRUCTURED 
SETTLEMENT or annuity 
payments for CASH NOW. 
You don’t have to wait for 
your future payments any 
longer! Call 1-800-938-
8092

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. 
Email: carolaction@aol.
com for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

48 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 
100MG/CIALIS 20MG FREE 
PILLS! No hassle, Discreet 
Shipping. Save Now. Call 
today 1-877-560-0675 

GOT KNEE PAIN? Back 
Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 
a pain-relieving brace at 
little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients, Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
279-6038

VIAGRA 100MG and CIA-
LIS 20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 
1-866-312-6061 Hablamos 
Espanol

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 
PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 
100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free 
Pills! No hassle, Discreet 
Shipping. Save Now. Call 
Today 1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA 100MG and 
CIALIS 20mg! 40 Pills + 
10 FREE. SPECIAL $99.00 
100% guaranteed. FREE 
Shipping! 24/7 CALL: 
1-888-223-8818 Hablamos 
Espanol.

MEDICAL

Got Knee Pain? Back 
Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 
a pain-relieving brace at 
little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1- 
844-502-1809

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills 
for $95. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. NO pre-
scriptions needed. Money 
back guaranteed! 1-877-
743-5419

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere.  No tanks to 
refill.  No deliveries.  The  
All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 
844-558-7482

Diagnosed with Mesothe-
lioma or Asbestos Lung 
Cancer? If so, you and 
your family may be enti-
tled to a substantial finan-
cial award. We can help 
you get cash quick! Call 
24/7: 844-865-4336

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service 
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-417-0524

FUNERALS CAN BE VERY 
EXPENSIVE. Can your 
loved ones afford it? 
Protect them with Final 
Expense Insurance. Call 
today to learn more. 800-
758-0417

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One 
press of a button sends 
help FAST! Medical, Fire, 
Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! FREE bro-
chure. CALL 800-457-1917

LUNG CANCER? And 60 
Years Old? If so, you and 
your family may be enti-
tled to a significant cash 
award. Call 800-364-0517 
to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket.

SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-
ABILITY BENEFITS. Unable 
to work? Denied benefits? 
We Can Help! WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill Gor-
don & Associates at 1-800-
586-7449 to start your 
application today!

STOP PAYING FOR EXPEN-
SIVE AUTO REPAIRS! Get 
discounted warranty cov-
erage from the wholesale 
source, and don’t pay for 
expensive covered repairs! 
Start saving now! 800-955-
5339

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now!   Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Lung Cancer?  And Age 
60+?  You And Your Family 
May Be Entitled To Signifi-
cant Cash Award.  Call 866-
428-1639  for Information.  
No Risk.  No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-

ABILITY BENEFITS. Unable 
to work? Denied bene-
fits?  We Can Help!  WIN 
or Pay Nothing! Contact 
Bill Gordon & Associates 
at 1-855-498-6323 to start 
your application today!

Spectrum Triple Play TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second 
speed   No contract or 
commitment. We buy your 
existing contract up to 
$500! 1-855-652-9304

HERO MILES - to find out 
more about how you can 
help our service members, 
veterans and their families 
in their time of need, visit 
the Fisher House website 
at www.fisherhouse.org

DONATE TIMESHARES 
Cars or Real Estate. Fast 
and Easy. Tax Deductible. 
Call Today! 1-800-363-6319 
DonateTS.COM

Call Canada Drug Center to 
find Affordable Internation-
al Medications! Safe, re-
liable & affordable!  Plus, 
get a FREE 2017 Calendar! 
Call 855-389-3862 Now!

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 
2000 and Newer. Nation’s 
Top Car Buyer! Free Tow-
ing From Anywhere! Call 
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT 
& PREPAID shipping. 
HIGHEST PRICES! Call 
1-888-776-7771. www.
Cash4DiabeticSupplies.
com

Cell phone bill too high? 
Call now and see how 
you can save. National 4G 
coverage for less! 855-663-
0120

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 
18+

VIAGRA 52  PILLS + 4 
FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ 
CIALIS 20mg Free Pills! No 
hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. $99.00 Call 
Today 1-800-213-6202

MOTORCYCLES

WANTED OLD JAPANESE 
MOTORCYCLES KAWASA-
KI Z1-900 (1972-75), KZ900, 
KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, 
KZ 1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-
650, H1-500 (1969-72), H2-
750 (1972-1975), S1-250, 
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, 

KH400, SUZUKI-GS400, 
GT380, HONDA-CB750K 
(1969-1976), CBX1000 
(1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-
772-1142 1-310-721-0726 
usa@classicrunners.com

TRAVEL

ALL INCLUSIVE RESORT 
packages at Sandals, 
Dreams, Secrets, Riu, Bar-
celo, Occidental and many 
more. Punta Cana, Mexico, 
Jamaica and many of the 
Caribbean islands. Search 
available options for 
2017 and SAVE at www.
NCPtravel.com

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201

CASH PAID- up to $25/
Box for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

Cash for unexpired DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! Free 
Shipping, Best Prices & 
24 hr payment! Call 1-855-
440-4001 www.TestStrip-
Search.com. Habla Es-
panol.

____________________________

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased 
the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of 
their service or product 
is advised by this publi-
cation. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed 
to help their clients estab-
lish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance 
should you send any 
money in advance or give 
the client your checking, 
license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guar-
antee loans regardless 
of credit and note that if 
a credit repair company 
does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.
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Somerville Community Access TV Ch.3 Programming Guide
Celebrating 30 years of making grassroots community media for Somerville

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Want to learn TV production? Final Cut Pro? Soundtrack Pro? Green-screen? Call us today for more info! 617-628-8826
Wednesday, March 8

6:00am SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:30am Somerville Storytellers
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Science 360
10:00am Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer
10:30am Cyberspace Talk with Berkman Klein Center
11:00am DW Global 3000
11:30am Hello Neighbor!
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Let’s Talk Somerville Real Estate
1:30pm Fallon’s Daily Toast
2:00pm StartUp TV Boston
2:30pm Road To Recovery
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Pirate Television (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Art at SCATV
5:30pm Justicia Migrante
6:00pm Rising Up! with Sonali (Free Speech TV)
7:00pm The Beantown Beatdown
8:00pm LIVE: Somerville Pundits
8:30pm LIVE: Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
9:30pm Beyond Boston
10:00pm SCATV Presents: Duck Village Stage Series
11:00pm Flotilla 

Thursday, March 9
6:00am SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:30am Esoteric Science
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SCATV Throwback Thursday
9:30am Somerville Pundits
10:00am Dead Air Live
11:00am Greater Somerville
11:30am What’s Left
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm The Somerville Line
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer
4:30pm Off the Shelf
5:00pm DW Global 3000
5:30pm Legacies
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News Digest

7:00pm (LIVE) Taking Back Your Health
7:30pm SCATV Throwback Thursday
8:00pm (LIVE) Fouye No Nan Kalalou
9:30pm Henry Parker Presents
10:00pm The Beantown Beatdown
11:00pm Public Access Boyz
11:30pm SCATV Throwback Thursday

Friday, March 10
6:00am SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:30am What’s Left
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Caring for Others: Caring for Ourselves
10:00am Greater Somerville
10:30am NASA X
11:00am The Story of Stuff
11:30am DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Aging Well
1:30pm Health is Wealth
2:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
2:30pm SCOUTV
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Gay USA
5:00pm Reeling Review
5:30pm What’s New Massachusetts
6:00pm Real Estate Answers
6:30pm The Language of Business
7:00pm StartUp TV Boston
7:30pm (LIVE) Fallon’s Daily Toast
8:00pm (LIVE) The Somerville Line
10:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Simply Hanging with Pete and Nate
11:00pm Ojo Rojo

Saturday, March 11
6:00am SCATV Community Bulletin Board
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
9:30am Henry Parker Presents
10:00am TeleGalaxie
11:00am Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
12:00pm Tufts University Jumbo Sports
2:00pm SCATV Presents: Duck Village Stage Series
2:30pm Hello Neighbor!

3:00pm Telemagazine
4:00pm Words on Film
5:00pm Tele Kreyol
6:00pm Effort Pour Christ
7:00pm SCOUTV
7:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
8:00pm Visual Radio
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm The Folklorist
10:30pm Act Out! (Free Speech TV)
11:00pm Flotilla

Sunday, March 12
6:00am Hello Neighbor!
6:30am Eckankar
7:00am Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am Effort Pour Christ 
9:00am Heritage Baptist Church
10:00am Aging Well
10:30am International Church of God
11:00am Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm Let’s Talk Somerville Real Estate
12:30pm Health is Wealth
1:00pm Tufts University Jumbo Sports
3:00pm Somerville Overcoming Addiction
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm Bate Papo com Shirley
6:00pm DW In Good Shape
6:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News Digest
7:00pm African Television Network 
8:00pm Telemagazine
9:00pm Public Domain Film Festival
11:00pm Simply Hanging with Pete and Nate
11:30pm Ojo Rojo

Monday, March 13
6:00am SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:30am Health is Wealth
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SCATV presents Duck Village Stage Sessions
10:00am Perils for Pedestrians
11:00am Art at SCATV
11:30am Somerville Neighborhood News
12:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show
1:00pm Science 360

2:00pm Esoteric Science
2:30pm Cyberspace Talk with Berkman Klein Center
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Meet the Renegades (Free Speech TV)
4:30pm The Laura Flanders Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Tele Galaxie
6:00pm The Struggle
6:30pm Fallon’s Daily Toast
7:00pm Start Up TV Boston
7:30pm (LIVE) The Yellow Jacket Lady
8:00pm (LIVE) Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm DW Tomorrow Today
10:30pm NASA X
11:00pm The Folklorist
11:00pm Rare Groove Revolution

Tuesday, March 14
6:00am SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:30am Art at SCAT
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am Estoy Sano!
10:30am Fallon’s Daily Toast
11:00am What’s Left
11:30am Legacies
12:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show
1:00pm (LIVE) Words on Film
2:00pm Somerville Pundits
2:30pm Taking Back Your Health
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)    
4:00pm Aging Well
4:30pm The Struggle
5:00pm (LIVE) Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer 
5:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm What’s New Massachusetts?
6:30pm Beyond Boston
7:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News Digest
7:30pm (LIVE) Greater Somerville
8:00pm (LIVE) Dead Air Live 
9:00pm Public Access Boyz
9:30pm The Yellow Jacket Lady
10:00pm Real Estate Answers
10:30pm SCOUTV
11:30pm Sexy as Folk

Wednesday, March 8

8:00am Fit-4-Life #4 2017
9:00am SomerViva en Español
9:30am The Mayor’s Report
12:00pm School Committee Meeting - 3.6.17
3:00pm Charles Bulfinch & the Barrell Mansion
6:30pm Aldermen at Work - Bill White
7:00pm Somerville: The New Innovation Center
8:30pm SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
9:34pm The Mayor’s Report
9:51pm I Feira de Educacão
10:00pm Somerville by Design

Thursday, March 9
12:00am Charles Bulfinch & the Barrell Mansion
1:10am Congressional Update
1:41am The Mayor’s Report
2:00am SomerViva em Português
8:00am Fit-4-Life #4 2017
9:00am Somerville: The New Innovation Center
12:00pm Senior Circuit
12:30pm SomerViva em Português
1:00pm SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
2:04pm The Mayor’s Report
2:16pm Somerville: The New Innovation Center
4:00pm Upcoming Meeting Agenda
7:00pm Board of Aldermen Meeting - LIVE

Friday, March 10

12:00am Connecting Communities
12:30am Raising Families “Special Needs Education”
1:00am Somerville’s Sanctuary City Rally
9:00am Somerville by Design
12:00pm Somerville’s Sanctuary City Rally
1:30pm Nunziato Stormwater & Park Meeting
4:00pm Fit-4-Life #4 2017
6:30pm Raising Families “Special Needs Education”
7:00pm Somerville by Design
8:00pm SomerViva en Español
8:30pm The Mayor’s Report
8:42pm Mayor’s Discussion on Sanctuary Cities
9:00pm Nunziato Stormwater & Park Meeting
10:38pm Aldermen at Work - Bill White

Saturday, March 11
12:00am SomerViva em Português
12:30am SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
1:34am Charles Bulfinch & the Barrell Mansion
9:00am Charles Bulfinch & the Barrell Mansion
12:00pm Somerville: The New Innovation Center
1:30pm The Mayor’s Report
1:42pm Talking Business “Chill Ville”
2:01pm Raising Families “Special Needs Education”
2:30pm SomerViva en Español
6:30pm Charles Bulfinch & the Barrell Mansion
7:40pm Talking Business “Chill Ville”
8:00pm Congressional Update
8:31pm Nunziato Stormwater & Park Meeting

10:22pm The Mayor’s Report
10:35pm SomerViva em Português

Sunday, March 12
12:00am Aldermen at Work - Bill White
12:30am Somerville’s Sanctuary City Rally
2:00am SomerViva en Español
2:30am The Mayor’s Report
9:00am Somerville: The New Innovation Center
12:00pm Senior Circuit
12:30pm Somerville: The New Innovation Center
2:00pm Aldermen at Work - Bill White
2:30pm The Mayor’s Report
4:00pm Fit-4-Life #5 2017
6:30pm Aldermen at Work - Bill White
7:00pm Senior Circuit
7:30pm SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
8:34pm Board of Aldermen Meeting - 3.9.17

Monday, March 13
12:00am Senior Circuit
12:30am History of Africanamericans in Somerville
1:23am I Feira de Educacão
1:31am Talking Business “Chill Ville”
2:00am SomerViva en Español
9:00am SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
10:04am Raising Families “Special Needs Education”
12:00pm Board of Aldermen Meeting -  3.9.17
3:00pm Aldermen at Work - Bill White

6:30pm SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
7:34pm Somerville: The New Innovation Center
9:03pm SomerViva em Português
9:33pm Connecting Communities
10:03pm Nunziato Stormwater & Park Meeting

Tuesday, March 14
12:00am Board of Aldermen Meeting - 3.9.17
3:00am Rally Point
8:00am Fit-4-Life #5 2017
9:00am Congressional Update
9:30am Somerville’s Sanctuary City Rally
12:00pm Senior Circuit
12:30pm Connecting Communities
1:00pm SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness
2:04pm Somerville: The New Innovation Center
6:30pm Congressional Update
7:00pm Senior Circuit
7:30pm Somerville’s Sanctuary City Rally
9:00pm Somerville by Design
10:00pm SomerSafe Sports Concussion Awareness

Wednesday, March 15
12:00am Senior Circuit
12:30am Congressional Update
1:00am Somerville by Design
2:00am SomerViva em Português

Wednesday, March 8

9:00am SomerSafe: Sports Concussion Awareness
11:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
1:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
2:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
5:00pm SomerSafe: Sports Concussion Awareness
7:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School

Thursday, March 9
12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
1:30am SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17
9:00am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
9:30am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Kennedy School
10:00am Student of the Qtr Awards-WHCS-2/17/17
10:30am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Argenziano
11:00am Student of the Qtr. Awards - ESCS
11:30am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Brown
12:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - WSNS
12:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
2:15pm Our Schools, Our City
3:00pm Our Schools, Our City
3:55pm SomerSafe: Sports Concussion Awareness
5:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
5:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Kennedy School
6:00pm Student of the Qtr Awards-WHCS-2/17/17
6:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Argenziano
7:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - ESCS
7:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Brown
8:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - WSNS
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett - MIAA Qtrfinal

11:00pm Our Schools, Our City

Friday, March 10
12:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden - 1st Rd Playoff
2:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett - MIAA Qtrfinal
6:00am Public Domain Theater
10:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Medford @ Tufts
11:30am Student of the Qtr Awards-WHCS-2/17/17
12:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v S. Boston
1:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
2:00pm SHS Girls Basketball v Georgetown
4:00pm Our Schools, Our City
5:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett - MIAA Qtrfinal
6:30pm Our Schools, Our City
7:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Medford @ Tufts
8:30pm Student of the Qtr Awards-WHCS-2/17/17
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v S. Boston
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
11:00pm SHS Girls Basketball v Georgetown

Saturday, March 11
12:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
2:00am SHS Hockey v Methuen
3:30am Public Domain Theater
6:00am Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
9:00am SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17
10:00am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Argenziano
11:00am SHS Boys Basketball v S. Boston
12:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
1:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
3:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Kennedy School
3:30pm SHS Hockey v Methuen
5:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett - MIAA Qtrfinal
7:00pm SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17

8:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Argenziano
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v S. Boston
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
11:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden

Sunday, March 12
12:45am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Kennedy School
1:10am SHS Hockey v Methuen
2:30am Chris Herren Speaks to SHS
3:20am SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
9:00am SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17
10:00am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Argenziano
10:30am Our Schools, Our City
11:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
12:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
1:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
3:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Kennedy School
3:30pm SHS Hockey v Methuen
5:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
7:00pm SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17
8:00pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Argenziano
8:30pm Our Schools, Our City
9:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
11:00pm Argenziano School MLK Concert

Monday, March 13
12:00am Our Schools, Our City
12:30am Student of the Qtr. Awards - Kennedy School
1:00am SHS Hockey v Methuen
2:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett - MIAA Qtrfinal
9:00am Beginners Instrumental Concert
10:00am SHS Hockey v Revere
11:30am Student of the Qtr. Awards - WSNS

12:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Medford @ Tufts
1:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - ESCS
2:00pm SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17
3:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Malden
4:30pm Argenziano School MLK Concert
6:00pm Beginners Instrumental Concert
7:00pm SHS Hockey v Revere
8:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - WSNS
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Medford @ Tufts
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - ESCS
11:00pm SHS Varsity Swim Meet - 2/6/17

Tuesday, March 14
12:00am SHS Boys Basketball v S. Boston
1:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
3:00am SHS Hockey v Methuen
9:00am SomerSafe: Sports Concussion Awareness
10:30am Our Schools, Our City
11:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
1:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everett
2:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs NDA Hingham
 5:00pm SomerSafe: Sports Concussion Awareness
 7:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Malden
 9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Everettl
10:30pm Student of the Qtr. Awards - Healey School
11:00pm Our Schools, Our City

Wednesday, March 15
12:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Medford @ Tufts
1:30am SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
3:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Danvers
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Martha Collins is the author, most recently, of 
Admit One: An American Scrapbook (Pittsburgh, 
2016), Day Unto Day (Milkweed, 2014), White 
Papers (Pitt Poetry Series, 2012), and Blue 
Front (Graywolf, 2006), a book-length poem 
based on a lynching her father witnessed when 
he was five years old. Collins has also published 
four earlier collections of poems, three books of 
co-translations from the Vietnamese, and two 
chapbooks. I spoke with Martha Collins on my 
Somerville Community Access TV show Poet 
to Poet/Writer to Writer about her new poet-
ry collection Admit One... that deals with the 
scientific racism of the early twentieth century, 
including the Eugenics Movement.

Doug Holder: You use as your starting point the 
St. Louis World’s Fair of 1904. Why?

Martha Collins: Because it was the starting 
point. (Laugh) I was thinking of it because it was a 
family story. My mother’s mother went to it when 
she was pregnant with my mother. My mom talk-
ed about it, although not from direct experience. I 
knew about the story for years. I heard about how 
the fair illuminated for its audience the wonderful 
scientific progress that was made at that time – the 
fake marble palaces, the splendor of it – but I also 
heard about the human exhibits. There were over 
3,000 humans who were exhibited: Native Ameri-
cans, Filipinos, Japanese, backwater African tribes, 
on display in their natural habitat. The “civilized” 
people could view them at a safe remove.

DH: Define scientific racism.
MC: It is a distortion of Darwinism. It became 

an even greater distortion as things moved to the 
Eugenics Movement. It is the belief that we (“civ-
ilized people”) evolved, and we are quite different  
(or superior) to primitive people, and it was “our” 
responsibility to foster the most “fit” human be-
ings, and let the others not survive.

DH: This sounds like Nazi Germany.
MC: The interactions of Nazis and Eugenicist 

were many. Madison Grant was a major figure in 
this movement, with his book The Passing of the 
Great Race. Hitler owned the book and claimed it 
was his bible. The Eugenics Movement was very 
popular at the time of the World’s Fair. Eugenics 
courses were taught at over 300 colleges. People 
from the North– Nordic countries were consid-
ered the best of the white race, all others were infe-
rior. There was a huge amount of anti-immigration 
sentiment, advocacy for the sterilization of “unfit” 
people, etc.

DH: Poet Kevin Gallagher, the author of the po-
etry collection Loom, wrote about how the Boston 
elite empowered slavery for their piece of the cot-
ton trade. He told me he did a lot of research. A lot 
was from primary sources. Your poetry collection 
Blue Front dealt with the plight of the black man. 
How much research did you do?

MC: In Blue Front research became essential. 
This book was spurred on by my late father who 
witnessed a lynching. I had to do a lot of docu-
mentary work. I used the internet, and many other 
sources.

DH: Do you feel that Admit One... is even more 
important in the context of our times?

MC: I believe we have to understand our history, 
so we won’t repeat it. We need to remember.

Alien, Part Three

Then Madison Grant met with Congressman  
Albert Johnson
again to devise a formula for the 1924 
Immigration Act,

which was based on the earlier census of 1890 
(when there
were fewer immigrants from eastern and southern 
Europe),

thus reducing to 12% the influx of Jews, Italians, 
etc., from
a pre-World War annual million to (as it turned 
out) 20,000.

Seven eugenicists testified, including Harry 
Laughlin,
who in 200 pages of testimony cited analyzed 
Army IQ tests

with Nordics on top, Jews on the bottom, and said 
the formula
would favor Nordics over non-essential members of 
the community.
 
Grant, too ill to testify, wrote that the scientific and 
just formula
would keep out lower types who could displace na-
tive Americans
 
and wrote an article targeting immigrants as crim-
inal     insane
while the Saturday Evening Post and NY Times  
argued for passage.

Suddenly, said an opposing congressman, a new 
word made its way
into the English language—Nordic, Nordic—every-
where you turned.

But the Eugenicists lobbied congress members, 
bombarding
them with letters    telegrams    telephone calls    —
and after a long

debate on a clause excluding the Japanese (which 
led a Japanese
publicist to predict eventual collision on the Pacific), 
the bill passed. 

— From Admit One.../Martha Collins

I use a laundromat on Bow St. in Union 
Square religiously. A lot can go down in 
said establishments. One might – par-
don the pun – air his or her dirty laun-
dry. Local poet Linda Larson gives us 
her take on it...

At the Laundromat
 
There were just the two of us with time to kill.  It was natural 
that we would fall into conversation.  He was young: I was not.
 
“I’m an Aries,” he said, “Maybe too much like my Dad. He was 
an Aries. He cheated on my mother in front of me.  I was nine. 

He never stayed at one job, never grew up.
 
But then I’m on the cusp of Taurus. Maybe I am bulling my way 
through life,

never knowing or caring who I hurt.  Do you mind if I ask you?”
 
“I’m a Cancer,” I reply.
 
“No wonder I am telling you this.  Cancers are so motherly, do-
mestic, caretakers.

My moon is in Cancer.
 
I had to quit on my best friend, my roommate. I made him move 
out.

He never did his laundry or cleaned his room.  He is a Pisces, 
so talented. 

He is in his last incarnation; he has everything.  I gave him a 
choice.  It was either me or the bottle.”
 
I steal a glance at my New Yorker, then start to read it in earnest. 
Realizing I was guilty of being ill-mannered, I said to him,

“It’s not you, it’s me. I have this terrible habit.  I am always read-
ing, putting reading before chores, before human kind.”
 
“I want to be a doctor,” he said, finished folding his clothes,

and gently touched my shoulder in farewell.

— Linda Larson

Interview with Poet Martha Collins:
Author of “Admit One...”

a lyrical exploration of scientific racism

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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