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By Jason Andrew Park

Under a row of Chinese paper lanterns hang-
ing from the ceiling, children and their parents 
danced to music, engaged in arts and crafts, 
and participated in various cultural activities 
from around the world. These families were 
attending the 2015 Somerville World’s Fair 
hosted at the Center for Arts at the Armory 
this past Sunday.

The fair, organized by Cultural Care Au Pair, 
aimed to expose young children to the world’s 
many different cultures.

“We are helping families have an experience 
around the world – through language, songs, 
and crafts,” said Kerry Lavin, the Local De-
velopment Director of Cultural Care Au Pair. 
Levin adds, “We hope that people really get 
the chance to embrace a cultural experience in 
something that is outside their circle.”

Cultural Care Au Pair is a national Au Pair 
Agency that pairs young 

Sunday fair provides families an
opportunity to learn about world cultures

Local families enjoyed exploring different cultures from around the world at the 2015 Somerville World’s 
Fair that took place at the Center for Arts at the Armory this past Sunday.     — Photo by Jason Andrew ParkContinued on page 7
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Second snow assault hits the northeast
By Jim Clark

Just as residents and city workers began to make 
noticeable headway in digging out from last 
week’s record setting blizzard, a second front 
blasted through the region on Monday, piling 
on more snow and bringing otherwise routine 
activities to a standstill.

Nearly a foot of additional snow fell on the 
city, adding aggravation and additional toil to all 
those involved in keeping their sidewalks, drive-
ways, and roads clear for safe passage.

A new snow emergency was declared on Mon-
day that remained in effect until Tuesday eve-
ning. While most city offices remained open 
and functional, Somerville public schools were 
closed throughout the duration of the storm.

The additional snowfall left many residents 
feeling overwhelmed with the accumulated 
masses of snow that have been building up 
along curbsides, street corners, and just about 
anywhere it can be temporarily moved to.

Work crews were out in force operating more 
than 100 pieces of snow removal equipment 
throughout the city. Ultimately, many have re-
ported that Somerville’s streets stayed remark-
ably well kept in comparison to neighboring 
municipalities.

The cleanup effort is expected to continue 
throughout the remainder of the week.

The cleanup effort continues as residents and city work crews labor to dig out from the second wave of 
snowfall that hit the the area on Monday.                   — Photo by Bobby Potaris
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The monthly Somerville Chamber of Commerce Business 
After Hours reception will be held Thursday, February 5 at 
Daddy Jones Restaurant & Bar in Magoun Square on Med-
ford Street. FYI we suggest you try out their macaroni and 
cheese. Very nice, and goes very well with any of the exotic 
drinks in the house. RSVP President Stephen Mackey at 
smackey@somervillechamber.org.

***********************
This coming Monday, February 9 6-8 p.m. at one of Assembly 
Row’s newest sports bar and grilles, “Tony’s C” will be hosting a 
fundraiser for Alderman At Large Mary Jo Rossetti, a first term 
Alderman. Mary Jo has, to no one’s surprise, become another 
very popular Alderman who listens to all the constituents here 
in the city. She is going to be a candidate for re-election this 
year. It would be a great time to visit and check out “Tony C” 
and to show your support for Alderman-Lady Rossetti. We are 
lucky to have elected officials like Mary Jo and the Board as a 
whole representing the city.

***********************
Our deepest condolences to the Patrick Sullivan Jr. family of 
Spring Hill. Patrick was a veteran as well as one of Somer-
ville’s finest Firemen for 38 years. A great family man and 
resident here in Somerville.

***********************
We heard about a new job opening here in the city and we 
couldn’t believe it. Has anyone heard of “Director of Constitu-
ents’ Services?” We never did, and we tried to open up the fiscal 
15 budget to see if it was there, and even though it was boring 
we couldn’t find that job description. 

***********************
Our opinion: We traveled around to Arlington/Medford 
and Cambridge and found that overall our city’s DPW crew 
was superior and doing a fantastic job (even though some 
thought they were in a rodeo). One major complaint is that 
some of new, younger Somerville Police officers were rude 
while on duty, especially during the snow clean up. Maybe 
they didn’t complete the “Social Skills” class 101 how to talk 
to residents. We actually had a couple of complaints made to 
us. We referred them to the Police Dept., so hopefully they 
got the same calls and visits as we did here at The Times.

***********************
Continued on page 11
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TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Somerville copes with a blizzard

Gail says:

I read on the Somerville Facebook page that the city was considering an alternative schedule for parking during the 

snowstorm. I am a newby to Somerville and assumed it was an alternate type deal (odd one winter emergency, even 

the next…). It doesn’t seem fair for one side of the street to bear the burden of shoveling those giant snow mountains!

Me2 says:

I live on the odd side of the street and feel like it’s just as bad. In situations like this, nobody wins. On the odd side, 

we have to deal with the reality that there’s nowhere to put the snow. We can’t shovel the sidewalks and toss the snow 

toward the curb without blocking in our fellow neighbors’ cars. Where I live, I have to deal with this reality on both 

sides of the house.

In storms like this one, we all just have to prepare for the worst and help each other out when we can. Simple as that. 

It’s not the City’s fault. It’s not your neighbors’ fault. It’s snow in New England – you should all be used to it by now! 

I’ve got to say, I have friends who live in other nearby cities and from what I’ve seen and heard, Somerville has done an 

exceptional job clearing the streets and sidewalks in short time compared to those other communities.

The grass ain’t always greener, folks.

kane says:

Massachusetts Supreme Court rules property owners liable for all snow and ice accumulations,

So don’t expect any help from our city , laws, lawyers , and money in the politicians pockets as usual . Did the city do 

a good job clearing snow I think they did . Unless they buried your driveway or pushed snow back onto your clean 

sidewalk . What is the city doing about private contractors that push snow back on those clean streets ? Nothing to do 

with snow , but why is my Water Bill so D—n HIGH .

Oliver Seppo says:

Kane, if your water bill is so high, I suggest you store the snow you will be shoveling and then you melt it later in the year. :)

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

TheSomervilleTimes .com poll of the week
In addition to breaking news, sports and opinion, TheSomervilleTimes.com also features a daily poll 
in which you, the reader, tell us where you come down on local issues. Last week’s poll concerned your 
views on whether or not you are satisfied with the job the city did clearing the streets this week after 
the storm. If you don’t agree with the results, simply log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com.

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes
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Alderman Rossetti attends 
MMA Annual Meeting

House repeals 8-year limit on 
serving as Speaker of the House

By Rebecca Danvers

Mary Jo Rossetti, Somerville Al-
derman-At-Large, joined select-
men, mayors, managers, council-
ors a nd finance members from 
across the state at the Massa-
chusetts Municipal Association’s 
2015 Annual Meeting held at 
the Hynes Convention Center 
on January 23.

The lineup of renowned speak-
ers included Gov. Charlie Baker 
who expressed his commitment 
to a partnership with local gov-
ernment. The opening session 
included a keynote address by 
international business consul-
tant Mike Walsh, who delivered 
a powerful message about thriv-
ing in an era of disruptive tech-
nological change.  

Twenty workshops held 
during the Conference focused 
on best practices, management 
tools, actions and issues that 
are essential to running munic-
ipal government efficiently and 
effectively in challenging eco-
nomic times.  “Now, more than 
ever, by participating in this 
important event, local officials 
have shown their commitment 
to effective public service. We 
applaud their dedication and 
hope the conference will help 
them as they provide leader-
ship in communities across 
Massachusetts,” said MMA 
Executive Director Geoffrey 
C. Beckwith.        

Ald. Rossetti additionally 
joined in conversation of the ses-
sion entitled The Community 

Preservation Act: What Makes 
It Great.  This session offered an 
opportunity to learn about ways 
to make the most of this valuable 
resource. “Somerville is now one 
of 158 CPA communities (45%) 
in the state,” reminds Rosset-
ti.  “Among other opportunities 
(historic preservation and recre-
ational / open space planning), 
this Act allows for Local control 
over the creation of new hous-
ing opportunities.”   Rossetti 
also accepted invitation to join 
the WEMO (women elected 

municipal officials) Luncheon, 
where she and others discussed 
with the newly elected Lt. Gov-
ernor, Karen Polito, concerns 
of Local Aid, educational man-
dates with lack of funding, and 
many other concerns relative to 
our community.  

The meeting also featured 
more than 230 exhibitors, of-
fering the latest state-of-the-art 
products and services to mu-
nicipalities. The MMA Annual 
Meeting is the largest statewide 
gathering of local officials.

By Bob Katzen 
Beacon Hill Roll Call

On Thursday, Jan. 29, the 
House 45-109, voted against 
reinstating a rule that prohib-
its any member from serving 
as speaker for more than eight 
consecutive years. The rule 
was originally adopted by the 
House as part of a rules pack-
age that was approved in 2009. 
There was not a specific roll call 
vote on the limit itself in 2009. 

The elimination of the limit 
allows current House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo to run again for 
speaker in the 2017-2018 ses-
sion and beyond. If the term 
limit had remained in place, 
this current 2015-2016 session 
would have been DeLeo’s last.

Speaker DeLeo was a champi-
on of the eight-year limit when it 
was approved

Alderman-At-Large Mary Jo Rossetti represented Somerville at this year’s MMA 
meeting on January 23.

Current House Speaker Robert DeLeo.

Receptionist jobs in MA .
The position requires –
Answering incoming calls, greeting visitors, directing calls to ap-
propriate staff, oversee mail distribution,providing general office 
support, and assist others with a variety  of clerical  activities and 
related tasks. The salary for these positions is between $13.00 and 
$15.00 per hour depending upon experience. Applicant should 
respond by email to APS@consultant.com or Text “Apply” With 
“Name” and “email address” to (267) 888 5244.

Continued on page 5

LEGO® replica Vince 
Lombardi trophy

To celebrate the New England Patriots’ Championship victory, LEGOLAND® 
Discovery Center Boston has created a replica Vince Lombardi trophy made 
entirely of LEGO® bricks. Built by a LEGOLAND® Master Model Builder, 
the trophy took 24.5 hours to create and consists of 2,050 LEGO® bricks. The 
LEGO® replica Vince Lombardi trophy will be on display in the lobby of LE-
GOLAND® Discovery Center Boston (Assembly Row on Grand Union Bou-
levard) for fans to see free of charge beginning Wednesday, February 4 through 
Wednesday, February 11. After that time, the trophy will be displayed until 
the end of February as part of the MINILAND® exhibit within the attraction 
which also features a Gillette Stadium built out of LEGO® bricks.
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By Jim Clark

Arrests:

Steven Cook, of 60 Elm St., 
Quincy, January 27, 1:17 a.m., 
arrested at Broadway on war-
rant charges of larceny from a 
building and utter false check.

Edmond Bradford, of 3780 
Mystic Valley Pkwy., Medford, 
January 27, 9:07 p.m., arrested 
at 15 Hancock St. on a charge 
of disorderly conduct.

Christopher Wigfall, of 15B 
Memorial Rd., February 1, 
2:03 a.m., arrested at 15 Han-
cock St. on warrant charges of 
unregistered motor vehicle and 

number plate violation.
Raoul St. Pierre, of  1366 

Broadway, February 1, 3:07 
p.m., arrested at 10 Bow St. on 
charges of breaking into a de-
pository, possession of burglar-
ious instruments, and felony 
daytime breaking and entering.

Incidents:

Theft:
January 28, 12:16 p.m., po-

lice reported a theft at Farragut 
Ave.

January 28, 2:48 p.m., police 
reported a theft at Grant St.

January 29, 2:32 p.m., police 

reported a theft at Boston Ave.
January 29, 10:27 p.m., police 

reported a theft at 30 Washing-
ton St.

January 30, 11:35 a.m., police 
reported a theft at Connecticut 
Ave.

January 31, 3:36 p.m., police 
reported a theft at Concord 
Ave.

January 31, 4:05 p.m., police 
reported a theft at Broadway.

January 31, 5:03 p.m., police 
reported a theft at 180 Somer-
ville Ave.

February 1, 11:39 a.m., police 

reported a theft at Somerville 
Ave.

Breaking & Entering:
January 31, 4:57 p.m., police 

reported a breaking & entering 
at 24 College Ave.

February 1, 9:50 a.m., police 
reported a breaking & entering 
at Pearl St.

February 1, 3:07 p.m., police 
reported a breaking & entering 
at 10 Bow St.

Assault:
January 27, 2:10 p.m., police 

reported an assault at Edgar 

Terr.

Destruction of Property:
January 28, 5:54 p.m., police 

reported a destruction of prop-
erty at Elm St.

January 29, 8:04 a.m., police 
reported a destruction of prop-
erty at Lowden Ave.

January 31, 7:03 p.m., police 
reported a destruction of prop-
erty at Willow Ave.

Disorderly Conduct:
January 27, 9:07 p.m., police 

reported a disorderly conduct 
at Hancock St.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

Smile, you’re on laundro-camera
Police officers were dispatched 
to the Community Laundry on 
Bow St. Sunday afternoon on 
reports of a breaking and enter-
ing in progress.

Police was advised that an 
intruder into the laundromat’s 
office area was being moni-
tored via security camera and 
that the suspect appeared to 
be attempting to break into the 

office’s safe.
Upon arrival, police report-

edly approached the office 
inside the laundromat and 
opened its door. There they 
discovered a man, identified 
as Raoul St. Pierre, standing 
in front of the office safe, with 
a screwdriver in his hand, ac-
cording to reports.

Officers took the screwdriver 

from St. Pierre, handcuffed him 
and walked him out to the main 
area of the laundromat.

A pat frisk turned up a set of 
keys, clearly labeled as belonging 
to the laundromat, and a sub-
stantial amount of loose change, 
police said.

An examination of the office 
safe showed evidence of an at-
tempt to pry open its door.

St. Pierre was taken into cus-
tody and charged with breaking 
into a depository, possession of 
burglarious instruments, and 
felony daytime breaking and en-
tering before being transported 
for booking.

The laundromat’s owner ar-
rived and reported to the offi-
cers how he had observed St. 
Pierre through the facility’s 

video surveillance apparatus, 
monitoring this remotely at 
his home. When he noticed 
the intrusion he called police 
and reported on the suspect’s 
action as police were en route 
to the laundromat.

In addition to the attempted 
break-in of the safe, the owner 
verified that some change was 
missing from the cash register.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210
Help Keep Somerville Safe!

The Norton Group | APARTMENT RENTALS

Somerville – 2 Bedroom – 1 Bath

Great 2 Bedroom 1 bath second floor unit. Close to Tufts right at Powder house circle. Hardwood floors. Laundry in Basement.

Gas Heat. 2 enclosed porches. Dishwasher, Disposal. Living room, Dining room. Available Now! $1,900

Somerville – 1 Bedroom – 1 Bath

Winter Hill third floor walk up, in residential area, off Broadway.Wood floors, older cabinet kitchen, tiled bath, house is multi and has a bike rack

in the basement for tenants use, nice older building owned by the same family for generations. Available Now! $1,650

Somerville – 2 Bedroom – 1 Bath

Hardwood floors. Living Room, Dining Room. Kitchen and Bath. Front and back porch. 2nd floor. Gas heat, Gas stove.

East Somerville, Close to Orange line and Bus routes. Available Now! $1,600

Somerville – 2 Bedroom – 1 Bath

Recently renovated unit, wood floors, updated kitchen and bath, high ceilings, freshly painted, great residential neighborhood,

easy access to Green line and Orange line. Available Feb.1! $1,700

Medford – 2 Bedrooms – 2 Baths

Condo on the Somerville line. In unit washer/dryer. Electric Heat. 2 Car parking. Hardwood floors. Carpet. Walk score of 68.

Very Walkable. No Pets, No Smoking. Little patio and shared space in backyard.  Available Now! $1,750

The Norton Group | COMMERCIAL RENTALS

Union Square – Ideal commercial space for rent. About 2500sf of space right in the middle of Union Square. Asking $6,000 flat rent. Ask for Donald or John.

Union Square – Commercial space for rent. 900sf ideal coffee shop space. Asking $3,500 month. Ask for Donald or John.

Many others! Visit our website: www.thenortongroupre.com

The Norton Group • 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144 • 617-623-6600
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The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #71

Medals of Honor
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Often, when something small is accomplished and people 
want recognition for it, the humorous reply is, “What do 
you want, a medal? “ A medal should be earned; or other-
wise, its worth is diluted. 

The first medal bestowed by our government was a gold 
medal. It was awarded to a man who spent considerable 
time engaged in Somerville/Charlestown during the most 
crucial year of her history. It was bestowed upon General 
George Washington to commemorate the “Evacuation of 
Boston” by the British in March, 1776.

In early United States history, no recognition was given 
to regular soldiers and sailors; only battle commanders 
were decorated. That was until the Civil war in 1861, when 
Congress established the Medal of Honor for the Army 
and the Navy. 

Sergeant Nathaniel C. Barker, who later became Assis-
tant Somerville Fire Chief, was an early recipient of this 
medal. After six standard-bearers were shot by snipers, 
he retrieved the American flag and his regiment’s flag. 
Although severely wounded, he carried the banners aloft 
through the Battle of Spotsylvania in Virginia.

The last Civil War Medal of Honor was presented six 
months ago, in August, 2014, by President Obama, a for-
mer Somerville resident. The posthumous award came one 
hundred and fifty years after an over-looked soldier’s hero-
ic acts at Gettysburg. 

Marine Private Donald Ruhl, from Montana, posthu-
mously won the Congressional Medal of Honor for saving 
the life of Somerville marine and Iwo Jima flag-raiser, Ser-
geant Henry Hansen. Hansen lived to raise the flag on Mt. 
Suribachi, but was killed on the island ten days later.

Somerville’s “Medal of Honor Square” is situated in Da-
vis Square. It’s at the corner of Cutter Avenue and Summer 
Street in front of the V.F.W. Dilboy Post and the Winter 
Hill Bank’ building. Dedicated in 2007, it honors the three 
Medal of Honor recipients from that post. It celebrates:

• First, World War I U.S. Army veteran, Private George 
Dilboy, America’s first Greek American hero.

• Second, U.S. Navy Commander George L. Street, Sub-
marine Captain during World War II. The book and later 
movie, Run Silent Run Deep starring Clark Gable and Burt 
Lancaster, are said to be based on his crew’s exploits.

• Third, Vietnam veteran, U.S. Navy Captain Thomas G. 
Kelly Retired, Medal awarded by Continued on page 6

Tufts employees give grants 
to Somerville organizations

By Tom Bannister

The Tufts Neighborhood Ser-
vice Fund (TNSF) committee 
recently awarded grants to twelve 
organizations in Somerville. 
TNSF collects donations from 
university employees through-
out the year and then awards 
grants to community-based, 
charitable organizations that 
serve Tufts’ host communities 
(Somerville, Medford, Grafton 
and Boston’s Chinatown) and 
actively engage Tufts volunteers 
in their work.

A committee comprised of 
Tufts administrators, faculty 
and staff meets annually to re-
view proposals and select grant 
recipients.  In 2014, there was 
a total of $18,500 available to 
distribute through TNSF.  The 
committee received 60 proposals 
representing more than $90,000 
in requests and selected 35 pro-
grams and projects for awards. 
Members of the TNSF commit-
tee base their decisions on a de-

sire to address the most pressing 
needs in the communities and 
to encourage expanded involve-
ment of Tufts volunteers. 

The Somerville grant recipi-
ents for 2014 are:

• Arts At The Armory – $300 
towards the Skillshare Monthly 
Workshop Series.

• CASPAR, Inc. – $275 to 
purchase personal-care prod-
ucts for clients staying at their 
shelters.

• Community Action Agency 
of Somerville – $750 for new 
books for their Head Start class-
rooms.

• Community Cooks – $500 
for two dollies to help with food 
deliveries.

• Eagle Eye Institute – $500 to 
help support their youth leader-
ship program.

• Hearty Meals for All – $250 for 
food and supply costs for clients.

• Second Chances – $275 to 
help expand their clothing dona-
tion program.

• Shortstop Somerville Way-

side Youth and Family Services 
– $250 to purchase person-
al-care products for clients.

• Somerville-Cambridge El-
der Services – $300 for their 
evening, weekend, and emer-
gency home-delivered Meal-on-
Wheels Program.

• The Elizabeth Peabody 
House – $400 to help expand 
their Health and Wellness ini-
tiative.

• The Welcome Project – $500 
towards portable transmitters 
for the LIPS program, involving 
bilingual high school students.

• Walnut Street Center – $500 
to purchase materials to begin a 
horticulture program.

 “The range of proposals 
we receive reflects the diver-
sity of the communities that 
Tufts calls home” said Barbara 
Rubel, director of community 
relations at Tufts University. 
“We are proud to support or-
ganizations so deeply commit-
ted to fulfilling unmet needs 
and making a difference.”

in January 2009. He had just 
been elected as speaker follow-
ing the resignation of former 
Speaker Sal DiMasi, who is now 
serving time in a federal prison 
after being convicted of charges 
that he received $57,000 in pay-
ments from Cognos, a Cana-
dian software company that he 
helped land nearly $20 million 
in state contracts.  

At the time, DeLeo told the 
Boston Globe that voters some-
times are concerned about po-
litical figures getting stale and 
argued that term limits for the 
speaker shows there’s opportu-
nity for change. He continued, 
“It’s important in a position 
such as speaker for there to be 
an opportunity for fresh ideas, 
and the only way you can en-
sure that is to put term limits 
on the speaker.”

Earlier on Thursday, DeLeo 
addressed reporters and said 
that his new position against 
term limits has “evolved” during 
his six-year tenure as speaker 
that began in 2009. “I wouldn’t 
say I’m going back on my word 
as much as the fact that over six 
years, rightly or wrongly, I feel 
I have learned in terms of what 
the importance is of doing away 
with the term limits we have in 
the rules,” DeLeo told report-
ers. He highlighted some of 
the House’s accomplishments 
during his reign as speaker. “Oth-
er members have approached me 

about the importance of staying 
on and completing this type of 
work and continuing this roll of 
success.”
DeLeo said that every two years 
he and other House members 
take a look and decide wheth-
er to run for re-election to the 
House. He said the chatter that 
he supported abolishing the lim-
its so he could extend his reign 
is not true. He noted, “To state 
that this [term limit] amend-
ment was due to the fact I have 
some idea in mind that I want 
to be here for a certain period 
of time just isn’t true ... I look 
at it as important relative to the 
institution and probably even 
more importantly for whoever 
the next speaker may be.”

Rep. Garrett Bradley (D-Hing-
ham), a key member of DeLeo’s 
leadership team, said that term 
limits would make a speaker 
serving his final two years a lame 
duck. He noted that this would 
reduce the speaker’s power in 
dealing with Gov. Charlie Bak-
er and Senate President Stan 
Rosenberg.

Rep. Jim Lyons (R-Andover) 
spoke in favor of the limits and 
criticized those who are flip-flop-
ping on the issue. He said, “Re-
form ... is supported by everyone 
until it becomes inconvenient. 
[Term limits] was a good move 
then [in 2009] and it’s just as im-
portant today.” Referring to the 
indictments and convictions of 

the three prior speakers, Charlie 
Flaherty, Tom Finneran and Sal 
DiMasi, Lyons said, “Too much 
power in office, we know from 
history what that has done. So 
now that we understand that ... 
we should not go backwards.”

Pam Wilmot of Common 
Cause said that term limits are 
important “especially for legisla-
tive leaders who are not elected 
statewide but have statewide in-
fluence.” She continued, “Term 
limits restrict the amount of 
power than can be amassed by 
a leader and ensure predictable, 
stable transitions of power. The 
fact that the current team is 
working well is not a reason to 
remove term limits.”

Gov. Chalie Baker tried to stay 
above the fray. “I’m a big believ-
er in letting the House and the 
Senate make their own decisions 
with respect to how they want to 
manage their affairs, and they’ll 
make whatever [decision] they 
think makes sense for them,” 
Baker said.

Here’s how local representa-
tives voted on the eight-year 
term limit.

 (A “Yes” vote is for the eight-
year term limit. A “No” vote is 
against the limit.)

Rep. Christine Barber: No
Rep. Denise Provost: Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey: No

Copyright © 2015 Beacon Hill 
Roll Call. All Rights Reserved.

House repeals 8-year limit on serving as 
Speaker of the House   CONT. FROM PG 3
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Cuisinart Stamps donated to
Somerville Homeless Coalition

By Douglas Yu

The winter storm in New En-
gland hasn’t ended yet. In severe 
weather like this, cooking a fresh 
meal in brand new cookware is a 
blessing for many former home-
less people who were just relo-
cated to new apartments.

The Somerville Homeless Co-
alition (SHC) received 122 pots 
and pans this year, thanks to 
four months of shopping trips 
to Star Market by Marla Wess-
land, a long-time Somerville res-
ident, and her friends. This year, 
they collected 12,320 Cuisinart 
Stamps in total, which earned 
them the pots and pans.

“This all started a year ago,” 
explained Wessland. “When my 
8-year-old daughter, Sara, who 
likes to collect things, learned 
about the Rachael Ray Dinner-
ware promotion at Star Market 
and Shaw’s.”

Since her family didn’t 
need more dishes and bowls, 
Wessland decided to collect-
ed stamps and donate them. 
Through Facebook and word of 
mouth, over 50 people partici-
pated in this program, donating 
122 pots and pans valued at 
$4,828.78 in total.

“All the donors were just so en-
thusiastic when I started orga-
nizing the program on Facebook. 
They just loved the idea of join-
ing a good cause,” Wessland said. 
“This year, we are more orga-
nized, and we started collecting 
stamps at my daughter’s school, 

which is Kennedy School. I also 
made this my cover on Facebook 
for several months, which is a 
public photo, so everybody can 
see it, to promote the program.”

On January 22, just a few days 
before the historic blizzard 
swiped the Northeast, SHC ex-
pressed their gratitude for Wess-
land’s generosity to their clients 
through social media.

Executive Director of SHC, 
Mark Alston-Follansbee men-
tioned that Wessland’s program 
attracted donors from as far as 
Beverly, and he thinks that the 
more people act like Wessland, 
the fewer homeless people there 
will be in Somerville.

“Homelessness is worse now,” 
Alston-Follansbee said. “What 
happened in this country is, 
for many people, income has 
been flat for years, and expens-
es keep going up, and we know 
there are thousands of people 
in Somerville who don’t have 
enough to eat.”

During the past winter storm, 
SHC’s office was closed, and all 
the beds were filled, according 
to Alston-Follansbee. “We put 
two homeless people in our liv-

ing room. We put them on our 
sofas, and they were grateful for 
having a place to stay during 
the storm,” he said. “We, at the 
same time, do a lot of commu-
nications with the community 
through social media and oth-
erwise. We’ve also worked with 
the police for years, and the po-
lice will bring the homeless peo-
ple to our shelters.”

Wessland told The Somer-
ville Times that organizing 
this program wasn’t chal-
lenging at all. In fact, helping 
homeless people is “just a mat-
ter of spreading word.”

According to Wessland, 
“Somerville is such a wonder-
ful community to live in, where 
people really pitch in and care 
for one another.”

Alston-Follansbee thinks that 
the fight against hunger and 
homelessness is summoning all 
the community members. “We 
realize that we all have some part 
in this. We all need to take some 
responsibility for people who are 
having a hard time,” he said. 

Local politicians also make an 
effort to fight homelessness in 
Somerville. Earlier this month, 
Alderman at Large Jack Con-

nolly announced through social 
media that he was proud to de-
liver a donation of $750 to SHC 
on behalf of himself.

As long as Star Market contin-
ues to offer this stamp-collect-
ing program, Wessland hopes 
to continue this donation every 
year and to call upon more peo-
ple to help give to the homeless 
community. “I don’t know what 
we can collect stamps for next 
year,” said Wessland. “But I 
know lots of people are already 
saying ‘just let me know next 
year, whatever it is, we are do-
nating our stamps.’”

Marla Wessland and friends Maren Chiu and Alison Mitchell, with their children, deliver Cuisinart pots and pans from the Star 
Market/Shaw’s promotion, to the Project SOUP food pantry. Over 100 people collected 12,000+ coupons which resulted in 
120 items donated.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

“... people
really pitch

in and care for 
one another”

President Nixon in 1970. Tom Kelly was also Sec-
retary of the Massachusetts Department of Veter-
ans’ Services for twelve years. 

Not all Medals of Honor are Congressional. On 
May 27, 1983, a coincidental incident unfolded 
from this very site. At the time, the then Som-
erset Bank had just been robbed. On arrival, the 
late Somerville police officer John J. Conway im-
mediately pursued the fleeing holdup men by car. 
Working alone, he shortly cornered and captured 
three of the four heavily armed criminals. His cou-
rageous actions during this chase, under peril of 
his life, were above and beyond and won him the 
Somerville Police Department’s highest award, the 

“Medal of Honor.”
In spirit with these others, Somerville police offi-

cer Conway sleeps in good company.

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 5
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Great ideas on how to teach math
By Rebecca Danvers

Many teachers have great ideas on how 
to make their classrooms a better place 
for their students to learn math. The 
teachers’ ideas frequently outrun the 
budget schools have for supplies and 
their own ability to subsidize their class-
room. The Somerville Mathematics 
Fund tries to fill this need through the 
generosity of their donors: John Bullock, 
Jay Landers & Jasper Lawson, and the 
Apple Tree Fund. The following teach-
ers won grants to encourage and support 
mathematics achievement in the class-
rooms of Somerville.

The Math Fund wants to thank John 
Bullock for generously underwriting the 
following teacher grants:

• Julia Allen & Aileene Martinez, East 
Somerville Community School Uni-
dos (1st), Classroom Games and Parent 
Math Day

• Jason Behrens & Basha Gold-
stein-Weiss, Winter Hill Community In-
novation School (K-2, 3-5 afterschool), 
Child Created Math Games

• Sally Birth, Next Wave (teacher/
counselor), Pre-Algebra Curriculum Ma-
terials

• Matthew Burch, West Somerville 
Neighborhood School (5th), Fraction 
and Decimal Manipulatives

• Jayne Campos, Argenziano School 
(1st), Classroom Math Rug

• Frances Carino, Winter Hill Commu-
nity Innovation School (4th), Math Ma-
nipulatives and Think Tank Materials

• Michelle Crawford-Cranford, Healey 
School (4th), Math Games and Activities

• Susanne Douglas, Healey School 
(4th), Math Interactive Software

• Donna Driscoll, Argenziano & East 
Somerville Community School (math 
coach), Family Math Nights

• Sandra Dumas, Brown School (5th), 
IXL Software

• Janice Fahey-Flynn, Argenzino School 
(ESL specialist), Math Manipulatives

• Michael Fitzpatrick, St Catherine’s 
of Genoa School (1st), Problem Solving 
Activities

• Jane Gardner, Argenziano School 
(1st), Classroom Math Rug

• Diana Garity, Argenzino School (4th), 
Math Manipulatives

• Lindsay Garofalo, East Somerville 
Community School (1st integrated 
SEIP), Math Game Breakfast

• Ben Garton, Healey School (3rd & 
4th), Math Games

• Rebecca Grunko, Healey School (ESL 
specialist), Family Game Breakfast & 
Math Games

• Tzu-Ting (Ting-Ting) Han, Win-
ter Hill Community Innovation School 
(1st), Math Games and Think Tank Ma-
terials

• Denise Marie Lavey, East Somerville 
Community School (1st, SEIP), Game 

Night,
• Mary McGivern, Winter Hill Com-

munity Innovation School (inclusion 
teacher), K-2, 3-5 Math Nights

• Maria Medeiros, Winter Hill Com-
munity Innovation School (3rd), Dry 
Erase Boards & Cuisenaire Rods

• Julie Sahlas, Winter Hill Communi-
ty Innovation School (3rd), Dry Erase 
Boards & Cuisenaire Rods

The Math Fund wants to thank Jay 
Landers and Jasper Lawson for gener-
ously underwriting the following teacher 
grants:

• Hannah de Souza Rodrigues, Argen-
ziano School (3rd Sheltered English Im-
mersion), Classroom Math Rug

• Kristen Ryan, West Somerville Neigh-
borhood School (SMILE), Pre-K, K, 3rd 
Grade Construction Project

• Tracy Selig, St. Catherine of Genoa 
School (2nd), Math Manipulatives

The Math Fund wants to thank the Ap-
ple Tree Fund for generously underwrit-
ing the following teacher grants:

• Kathleen Seward, Brown School 
(principal for instructional leadership 
team and PTA), Family Math Night

• Amanda Toro, Winter Hill Commu-
nity Innovation School (SMILE), Math 
Manipulatives

• Linda Wiegenfeld, East Somerville 
Community School (4th), 2-4 Math 
Night

The Somerville 

adults from around the world with fam-
ilies. The young adults, called au pairs, 
provide childcare in exchange for a place 
to live and the opportunity to learn about 
western culture. The agency recruits from 
more than 20 countries and aims to pro-
vide a culturally and educationally en-
riched experience for both the host family 
and the individual au pairs.

According to Lavin, more than 130 peo-
ple, including children and their parents, 
attended Sunday’s event. 

Families were able to “travel the world” 
by visiting different booths run by au 
pairs from Italy, France, Mexico, China, 
and Germany. Each booth featured dif-
ferent hands-on crafts and storytelling 
activities. 

At Shan “Laura” Huang’s booth, chil-
dren learned to make Chinese paper 

lanterns. “We, my host family and I, help 
each other. I wanted to share with peo-
ple what I know about my country and 
I wanted to learn about the western cul-
ture,” Huang explained. 

Huang, a former teacher from China, 
said she became an au pair to travel the 
world and share her experiences with 
others. Sunday’s fair gave her an oppor-
tunity to do so.

The fair, Lavin added, was the compa-
ny’s way of giving back to the Somerville 
community where Cultural Care Au Pair 
have worked for over 25 years. 

“We enforce the cultural aspect. We 
think it’s really important that people 
embrace that and it’s just not about child-
care to us. We really wanted to show what 
we’re doing to help families,” Lavin said.

Sunday fair provides families opportunity to learn about world 
cultures   CONT. FROM PG 1

“We really
wanted to
show what
we’re doing

to help
families”

Continued on page 16
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Our Legislators in the House and Senate for 
Somerville:

Rep. Christine Barber
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Thirty-fourth Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of all precincts in wards 4 and 5, pre-
cinct 1 of ward 7, and precinct 2 of ward 8, of the city of 
Medford, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 4, and all precincts 
of ward 7, of the city of Somerville, both in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Denise Provost
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-seventh Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of precinct 3 of ward 2, all precincts 
of ward 3, precinct 3 of ward 4, and all precincts of 
wards 5 and 6, of the city of Somerville, in the county 
of Middlesex.

Rep. Timothy Toomey
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-sixth Middle-
sex. - Consisting of all precincts of ward 1, precinct 1 
of ward 2, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 3, and precinct 1 
of ward 6, of the city of Cambridge, and all precincts of 
ward 1 and precincts 1 and 2 of ward 2, of the city of 
Somerville, both in the county of Middlesex.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen
DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Second Middlesex. 
- Consisting of the cities of Cambridge, wards 9 to 11, 
inclusive, Medford and Somerville, and the town of 
Winchester, precincts 4 to 7, inclusive, in the county of 
Middlesex.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local representatives votes on roll calls from the 
week of January 26-30. There were no rolls in the Senate 
last week.

HOUSE RULES FOR 2015-2016 SESSION (H 
2015)
House 114-40, approved a set of rules under which the 
House will operate during the 2015-2016 session. 

Changes from the 2013-2014 session include eliminat-
ing the rule that prohibits any member from serving as 
speaker for more than eight consecutive years; requiring 
all House committee votes to be posted within 48 hours 
on the Legislature’s website; and banning the taking of 
photographs and videos in the House chamber while the 
House is in session.

Supporters said that these changes will make the House 
and its operations more transparent.

Opponents objected to several provisions including 
abolishing term limits for the speaker. They said that 
some of the changes are a beginning but they do not go 
nearly far enough to really open up the House.

(A “Yes” vote is for the rules package. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber Yes
 Rep. Denise Provost Yes
 Rep. Timothy Toomey Yes

TERM LIMITS FOR SPEAKER (H 2015)
House 45-110, voted against reinstating a rule that pro-
hibits any member from serving as speaker for more 
than eight consecutive years. The rule was originally ad-
opted by the House as part of a rules package that was 
approved in 2009. There was not a specific roll call vote 
on the limit itself in 2009. 

Elimination of the limit allows current House Speak-
er Robert DeLeo to run again for speaker in the 2017-
2018 session and beyond. If the term limit had remained 
in place, the current 2015-2016 session would have been 
DeLeo’s last.

Speaker DeLeo was a champion of the eight-year limit 
when it was approved in January 2009. Last week he said 
that his position on term limits has “evolved” during his 
six-year tenure as speaker that began in 2009. “I wouldn’t 
say I’m going back on my word as much as the fact that 
over six years, rightly or wrongly, I feel I have learned in 
terms of what the importance is of doing away with the 
term limits we have in the rules.” 

Supporters of term limits said its elimination is a step 
backwards and a complete flip-flop that leads to cyni-
cism and mistrust among voters. They argued that term 
limits prevent anyone from becoming “Speaker for Life.”  
They noted that the indictments and convictions of the 
three prior speakers, Charlie Flaherty, Tom Finneran 
and Sal DiMasi, prove that too much power for too long 
is a problem. 

Opponents of term limits said this restriction would 
make a speaker serving his final two years a lame duck. 
They noted that it would reduce the speaker’s power in 
dealing with Gov. Charlie Baker and Senate President 
Stan Rosenberg.

(A “Yes” vote is for the eight-year term limit. A “No” vote 
is against the limit.)

 Rep. Christine Barber No
 Rep. Denise Provost Yes
 Rep. Timothy Toomey No

LOCAL AID GUARANTEE BY MARCH 15 (H 
2015)
House 38-118, rejected a rule requiring the House to 
annually adopt by March 15 resolutions stating the min-
imum amount of local aid that the Legislature will give 
to cities and towns for that year.

Supporters said that cities and towns often do not know 
how much local aid they will receive until the Legislature 
approves the state budget in July. They noted that most 
communities assemble their local budgets in March and 
can better prepare if they know how much local aid they 
will receive. 

Opponents said the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee has not even crafted a budget proposal by March 15 
and argued that minimum statutory increases in Chap-
ter 70 Education Aid and the governor’s budget, which 
precedes the House version, provide a good estimate to 
cities and towns. They said that being forced to set dollar 
figures for local aid too early can result in conservative 
estimates that are lower than what communities will ac-
tually receive.

(A “Yes” vote is for the March 15 deadline. A “No” vote 
is against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber No
 Rep. Denise Provost No
 Rep. Timothy Toomey No

REQUIRE ROLL CALL VOTE TO APPROVE 
TAX HIKES (H 2015)
House 34-121, rejected a rule prohibiting the House 
from approving any tax hikes without a two-thirds roll 
call vote. The rule also would allow the House to ap-
prove tax hikes only up to 30 days prior to the dead-
line for filing nomination papers to run for a seat in 
the Legislature. The rule could be suspended by a two-
thirds vote.

Supporters said this would ensure voters know how 
their legislators vote on any tax hikes and that taxes are 
hiked only if they have overwhelming support. They not-
ed that it would also prevent what occurred several years 
ago year when the House approved a $1 billion-plus tax 
hike two days after the filing deadline for candidates 
who may have chosen to run for office if they knew an 
incumbent had voted for the tax hike.

Opponents said this goes too far and the two-thirds re-
quirement is unreasonable and would make it very diffi-
cult for the House to approve any tax hikes. They argued 
that the proposed rule is too broad because it applies 
equally to a $10 fine and a $1 billion tax hike.

(A “Yes” vote is for the rule. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber No
 Rep. Denise Provost No
 Rep. Timothy Toomey No

PUT HOUSE COMMITTEE ROLL CALLS ON 
WEBSITE (H 2015)
House 155-0, approved a rule that would require all 
House committee votes to be posted within 48 hours on 
the Legislature’s website. The current rule is vague and 
requires committee votes to be “kept in the offices of the 
committee and be available for public inspection.”

Supporters said this long overdue proposal would give 
the public quick and easy access to the committee votes
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of their legislators. They noted under current rules, a 
person has to come to the Statehouse in Boston during 
regular business hours in order to obtain this informa-
tion.

(A “Yes” vote is for requiring that House committee 
votes be posted on the Legislature’s website.)

 Rep. Christine Barber Yes
 Rep. Denise Provost Yes
 Rep. Timothy Toomey Yes

EQUAL REPRESENTATION ON ETHICS 
COMMITTEE (H 2015)
House 35-120, rejected a rule that would change the cur-
rent 11-member Ethics Committee to an eight-member 
one that would include four Democrats and four Repub-
licans. Current rules provide for seven Democrats and 
only four Republicans on the 11-member committee. 

Supporters said a balanced membership, regardless of 
which party controls the House, would create a truly bi-
partisan committee and ensure that investigations into 
any representative’s or state worker’s conduct are fair and 
nonpartisan. They noted that the U.S. Congress’ Ethics 
Committee has an equal number of members from both 
parties. 

Opponents said no one has challenged the fairness or in-
tegrity of the current Ethics Committee with its Demo-
cratic majority. They noted it is illogical to have an equal 
number of members from each party on the committee 
when the current makeup of the House membership is 
124 Democrats and 34 Republicans. 

(A “Yes” vote is for an equal number of Democrats and 
Republicans. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber No
 Rep. Denise Provost No
 Rep. Timothy Toomey No

MAKE IT HARDER TO SHIP BUDGET 
AMENDMENTS OFF TO STUDY COMMIT-
TEES (H 2015)
House 34-120, rejected a rule requiring a two-thirds 
vote to ship proposed amendments off to a study com-
mittee unless the sponsor of the original amendment 
agrees with conducting a study. 

The rule was designed to stop what Republicans describe 
as successful attempts by Speaker DeLeo and his Demo-
cratic leadership team to prevent Democratic members 
from having to vote directly against many GOP propos-
als including ones to reduce taxes.

Here’s an example of how the GOP says it works: The 
Republicans offer a proposal to reduce the income tax 
from 5.3 percent back to 5 percent. If the Democratic 
leadership does nothing, there would be a roll call vote 
directly on the tax reduction. Most Democrats would 
vote against the reduction and then would be open to 
charges of being against tax relief. 

Instead, a Democratic member offers a “delaying” amend-
ment that would prohibit the tax reduction from taking 
effect until the Department of Revenue studies its eco-
nomic impact.

Under House rules, the amendment to study and delay 
the tax cut is voted upon first. If it passes, which it always 
does, no other amendments can be introduced and the 

original proposal that would simply cut the tax is dead 
without ever having a direct vote on it. Republicans say 
the studies are a sham because they are never done. 

They say this is all pre-planned by the Democratic lead-
ership, that the presiding officer at the podium calls 
upon a representative who is loyal to him and the mem-
ber proposes the delay and study. Even if a Republican 
member is waving his or her hand and shouting to be 
recognized, he or she will not be called upon because he 
or she would not propose the delay and study.

Some Democrats say the study is often a legitimate op-
tion to examine the impact of the tax reduction. Other 
Democrats acknowledge that the study is proposed to 
prevent a direct vote on the tax reduction.

Supporters of the rule said this Democratic ploy is used 
to confuse the voters. They argued that the new rule 
would at least give supporters of tax reduction amend-
ments a better opportunity to successfully force a vote 
directly on the tax cuts. 

Opponents of the rule said the current system has 
worked fine and argued that requiring a two-thirds ma-
jority for further amendments was simply another pro-
cedural delaying tactic by the minority party. They said 
that raising the bar to a two-thirds majority is a slippery 
slope that will lead to proposals to require a two-thirds 
vote for all kinds of legislation. 

(A “Yes” vote is for the rule requiring a two-thirds vote. A 
“No” vote is against the rule.)

 Rep. Christine Barber No
 Rep. Denise Provost No
 Rep. Timothy Toomey No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

NOW AND THEN - During the debate on whether 
to limit members from serving more than eight consecu-
tive years as speaker of the House, a line by Rep. Garrett 
Bradley (D-Hingham) provided some comic relief.

Bradley was only 28 years old when he lost his first cam-
paign for state representative against 24-year incumbent 
Rep. Mary Jeanette Murray in 1998. He is now a 14-
year incumbent and part of Speaker DeLeo’s leadership 
team. During debate in the House last week, Bradley 
joked that his slogan in 1998 was “New Blood” while his 
slogan now is “Experience Counts.”

MORE BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW

Here are some bills that were signed into law in January 
by former Gov. Deval Patrick.

HEADLIGHTS (H 4567) - Requires drivers to turn 
on their headlights when visibility is less than 500 feet 
or when the use of windshield wipers is necessary. These 
requirements are in addition to the existing law that 
mandates the use of headlights during the period from a 
half-hour after sunset to a half-hour before sunrise.

TAX EXEMPTIONS OFFERED BY LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES (H 4553) - Requires all cities and 
towns to submit to the state a list of all the exemptions, 
deferrals or other reductions from locally assessed taxes 
that are available to individuals in that community. The 
state would then compile a complete list of what each 

city and town offers. Prior to passage of this law, the 
state had only tracked these tax exemptions and defer-
rals if they are reimbursed by the state. 

ALLOW CONSUMERS TO USE COUPONS 
AND REBATES TO PURCHASE PRESCRIP-
TIONS (S 2286) - Extends until July 2017 a current 
law allowing consumers to use coupons and rebate offers 
when purchasing brand name prescriptions. The law, ap-
proved in 2012, was set to expire in July 2015.

QUOTABLE QUOTES - By the Numbers Edition

5,333 — The number of bills filed for consideration in the 
2015-2016 session.

64,750 — The initial number of signatures that will have 
to be collected by former gubernatorial candidate Evan Fal-
chuck in order to get a binding statewide referendum on the 
2016 ballot asking voters whether Boston should host the 
2024 Olympic Games.

Between $20 million and $30 million — Gov. Baker’s 
estimate of how much last week’s blizzard will cost the state.

2 percent — The dropout rate for the 2013-2014 school 
year in Massachusetts. Commissioner of Elementary and 
Secondary Education Mitchell Chester says this is the lowest 
rate in more than 30 years.

3.18 per 100,000 people — The gun death rate in the Bay 
State according to an analysis by the Violence Policy Center. 
Massachusetts had the second lowest rate in the nation.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of January 26-30, the House met for a 
total of eight hours and 16 minutes while the Senate met 
for a total of three hours and 57 minutes.

Mon. January 26 House 11:02 a.m. to 11:22 a.m.
 Senate 11:02 a.m. to 11:18 a.m.

Tues. January 27 No House session
 No Senate session
 
Wed. January 28 No House session
 No Senate session
 
Thurs. January 29 House 11:04 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Senate 11:00 a.m. to 2:41 p.m.
 
Fri. January 30 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued

Be sure to visit us online at www .TheSomervilleTimes .com
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COMMENTARY

Super stressful!
Timeline: Sunday 
February 1, 7:25 a.m. 
Superbowl Sunday is 
finally here.

If I hear the word 
“deflate” again I’ll 

freak out! So here’s the deal. We have our 
Chinese food order written down and 
ready to call in. The TV people they sent 
to Arizona ticked me off because while 
they were blabbing, I was in Somerville 
shoveling and shivering. They ran out of 
interesting topics days ago.

First of all, two weeks is way too long 
a time to wait for the Superbowl. Talk 
about milking something. I enjoyed wear-
ing my Patriots shirt to work though, and 
it’s been fun talking about the game with 
my co-workers and friends. My problem 
is that I am now a nervous wreck.

Like many other Boston sports fans 
I take these games way too serious. I 
already see myself moping around for 
three weeks if they lose. So I am going to 
chronicle my emotions here in this article. 
I should be thinking about the big snow-
storm that is barreling toward us but 
instead I am thinking about Tom Brady 
and his ability to bring another Lombardi 
Trophy home.

What does all the hype mean? For me 
it’s just another thing to stress out about. 
I know I’m not alone either. The way this 
story ends is going to determine how my 
next three weeks are going to be. I’m a 
crazy fanatic. I will celebrate like a nut, or 
mourn like an idiot. I know there are a lot 
of people out there who couldn’t care less 
about The Superbowl, and sometimes I 
wish I was one of them.

 I used to have a five foot cardboard cut 
out of Tom Brady (see photo). It had a 
permanent place in my living room. But 
after the last Superbowl loss to the Gi-
ants, I put it out to the trash. To me, it 
was the reason they lost. I felt like I jinxed 
them.

Yes, I am one of those superstitious head 
cases. I used to have a little paper Patriots 
hat that my son made in school. It stayed 
on its perch atop the Bose speaker next 
to my TV until the Pats started losing 
Superbowls. It broke my heart but it’s 
… gone now. If I decide to wear my Pats 
shirt tonight during the game and they 
start to lose, I will remove it promptly.

Timeline: Its now noon on Superbowl 
Sunday and my stomach is topsy-turvey. 
Isn’t this whole rooting for the home 
team thing supposed to be … fun? Well, 

it’s not. It will be fun if and when they 
win, but not yet. 

Timeline: Sunday night, 4th quarter. 
Pats are down 24-14 with 11 minutes 
left in the game and off comes my Patri-
ots shirt. I threw it into my dining room 
in disgust. Yes, I lost hope and started 
thinking about the mourning process. All 
of a sudden the Pats come raging back 
and are up 28-24! But The Seahawks 
make it to the goal line with an apparent 

victory in reach with about 20 seconds 
left. My heart is thumping like mad! I am 
bumming out. But wait! A goal line inter-
ception by a little known rookie named 
Malcom Butler! I am jumping up and 
down screaming over and over, “Are you 
kidding me?” I could not believe what I 
had just witnessed.

Somerville Facebook people are going 
nuts! No one believes what just hap-
pened. The Patriots,

Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Olympics must be a thoughtful, regional effort

By Joseph A. Curtatone

As organizers and community 
leaders work to put together an 
Olympics bid for metro Boston 
we need to cast our thoughts 
to 2124, not 2024. I support 
bringing the Olympics to Bos-
ton—if done right (which does 
not include a velodrome in 
Somerville). With thoughtful 
planning, I believe hosting the 
games could create an opportu-
nity to deliver civic benefits to 
our region and to Somerville. 
We should not be planning to 
host a three-week party. Instead, 
we should be looking to dove-
tail Olympic preparations with 
community-building initiatives. 
We pride ourselves in being na-
tional and international thought 
leaders and a Boston bid should 
advance the Olympic ideal, using 
the Games as a transformative 

event to better the lives of the 
people in the city/region where 
the Games take place.

It should be noted up front 
that a Boston Olympics pos-
es a stern test for regionalism. 
Area-wise, Boston is a small 
city. Certain events will have to 
take place outside the city lim-
its. Many, likely even most, of 
the visitors for the event would 
need to stay outside the city. An 
Olympic Games naturally would 
spill over into municipalities like 
Somerville, Cambridge, Revere, 
Brookline, Newton, and Quin-
cy. We have to work together to 
make the Olympics a successful 
event. Enormous strides have 
been made during the past de-
cade to end our historical frac-
tionalism, but this would mark 
a whole new level of shared re-
gional stakes.

Infrastructure stands out as 
a leading regional issue. The 
MBTA connects many of our 
communities together and it 
would require a forklift upgrade 
in order for Boston to host a 
summer Olympics. Many of 
the necessary improvements 
have been identified. The Green 
Line extension has its funding 

identified and is underway. The 
Blue-Red connector and North-
South connector linger as need-
ed improvements. Modernized 
car stock, upgraded tracks, and 
improved signaling systems all 
would require attention. That 
doesn’t even touch on the Ur-
ban Ring Project, expanding 
existing lines into underserved 
communities, improving service 
to Logan Airport, or developing 
high-speed rail throughout New 
England. An Olympics would 
necessitate — and draw federal 
funding for — a radically differ-
ent MBTA.

However, infrastructure in-
volves more than rail lines. 
Roadways, bridgework, and 
traffic patterns need to be ad-
dressed. Pedestrian and cycling 
infrastructure needs to be add-
ed. For instance, collapsing the 
McGrath Highway overpass in 
Somerville would need to be 
fast-tracked, as would major al-
terations in how you get from 
Boston to Quincy. We have 
older sewer and water lines that 
need to be replaced. Our electric 
and communications grids cry 
out for modernization. Metro 
Boston relies upon too many 

remnants of 20th and 19th cen-
tury infrastructure that need to 
be retired.

Then we come to housing. Ac-
cording to a recent Metropolitan 
Area Planning Council report, 
if we truly wish to address af-
fordability and unmet housing 
demand, the Boston area needs 
more than 435,000 new hous-
ing units by 2040. In Somer-
ville alone, the report calls for 
up to 9,000 housing units in 
that timeframe. Our regional 
housing shortage requires all 
hands on deck. And it can’t just 
be one- and two-bedroom con-
dos for young professionals and 
empty nesters. We need to figure 
out housing for families as well, 
which requires more living space 
and reasonable prices. A Boston 
Olympics done right should em-
brace smart growth principles to 
net us thousands of new housing 
units—and housing units, not a 
hulking velodrome, would be a 
great fit for Somerville. Schools 
need to be part of the mix as 
well. Olympic infrastructure 
could be converted into public 
schools, new school facilities or 
needed additions to our public 
college system.

Also, sustainability should be 
weaved into all of the Olympic 
planning. The event should be 
used to lower our regional car-
bon footprint. If metro Boston 
doesn’t emerge from a massive 
undertaking like this both clean-
er and greener, we did it wrong. 
The Olympics call for the youth 
of the world to assemble every 
four years, but to what end? 
Sport and community are the 
ideals of the Olympics. Yet the 
youth of the world faces a very 
real challenge in terms of climate 
change. The Olympics needs to 
leave each city where it lights 
its flame as a beacon for how 
modern societies can embrace a 
more sustainable future. Boston 
should offer itself up as the first 
of hopefully many to embrace 
that sort of transformation.

Finally, Boston’s Olympics 
should be a model of civic en-
gagement. We should plan via 
community processes that tap 
into the high ideals and innova-
tive thinking of our population, 
modeling how true citizen par-
ticipation yields better results. In 
Somerville, our residents shaped 
the more than 500 goals for 
our 20-year Continued on page 16

Continued on page 20
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COMMENTARY

We guess the Board of Alderman mem-
bers were busy shoveling their sidewalks 
from these past two storms. They can-
celled the Public Hearing on the new 
snow ordinance for Tuesday (yesterday) 
the 3rd because of the snow. No date giv-
en yet for when it will be rescheduled. Is 
there something wrong with that or is it 
just us? We will report the new date as 
soon as they announce it. Look on our 
web site and on Facebook and Twitter 
for the new date. Remember, this new 
ordinance was voted on already by the 
entire Board of Alderman except for 
Ward 6 Rebeckah Gerwitz, who was ab-
sent. Now they see that many are upset 
over the ordinance so they call for a Pub-
lic Hearing after the fact.

***********************
We hear a rumor that Alderman Re-
beckah Gerwitz is not going to seek 
re-election. We also hear if that hap-
pens School Committee member in 
Ward 6, Paul Bockleman, will run for 
office. We also heard that Alderman 
Tony LaFaunte of Ward 4 – a former 
mayoral candidate – might consid-
er running for mayor again with his 
son Andrew running for his seat in 
Ward 4. Wouldn’t that be interest-
ing? There is enough of a divide here 

in Camelot to maybe give long time 
Mayor Joe Curtatone a problem. 
What do you think?

***********************
Happy Birthday this week to some here 
in the city and fans of The Times: Life-
long resident and great lady Ann Dun-
bar is celebrating this week. We wish her 
the very best. Alderman and great guy in 
Ward 3, who is very busy continuing the 
leadership he was elected to conduct, we 
salute Alderman Bob McWatters and 
wish him a very happy birthday. Also, 
a great lady and former Villen, Eleanor 
Pye, who grew up here and worked at 
SCATV for awhile. She now works at 
Endicott College. We wish her a very 
happy birthday. Also, happy birthday to 
an old friend, Tim McGavin, formerly of 
Medford. Another good friend, Mr. Da-
vid Olsen is celebrating this week.

***********************
The new zoning ordinances being pro-
posed go to public hearing, scheduled 
for February 10 at 6 p.m. in the City 
Hall Alderman Chambers. This is 
very important if you want to have a 
say in the new proposal by the mayor 
and his staff.

***********************
The Boston Science Fiction Film Fes-

tival and Marathon (“Boston SciFi”) is 
an 11-day cinematic event held at the 
historic Somerville Theatre from Feb-
ruary 6th to the 16th. The 2015 edition 
marks our 40th anniversary as the oldest 
genre fest in America. The first nine days 
consist of a film festival that emphasizes 
emerging directors with distinct visions 
from around the globe. The Festival con-
cludes with The Marathon (a.k.a., “The 
‘Thon”), a 24-hour orgiastic motion pic-
ture endurance test featuring classic, new 
and schlock films. Think of it as binge 
viewing with 700 close friends. It starts 
at noon on the 15th and ends at noon on 
President’s Day. At the Somerville The-
atre, 55 Davis Square, Somerville, MA 
02144 (617) 625-5700.

***********************
Tickets are on sale for this year’s 
Somerville High School Musical 
production of Aida. Three perfor-
mances of “Aida,” an Elton John/ Tim 
Rice collaboration, are scheduled 
for February 2015 at SHS’s newly 
renovated Centennial Auditorium. 
Adapted from the four-time TONY 
award-winning hit, Elton John and 
Tim Rice’s Aida School Edition is an 
epic tale of love, loyalty and betrayal 
chronicling the love triangle between 

Aida, a Nubian princess stolen from 
her country, Amneris, an Egyptian 
princess, and Radames, the soldier 
they both love. Get your tickets before 
they sell out. For tickets and show in-
formation, please visit www.somer-
ville.k12.ma.us/musical<http://
www.somerville.k12.ma.us/musi-
cal>. All performances will take place 
in the beautiful, refurbished SHS 
Auditorium, 81 Highland Avenue. · 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 at 7:00 
PM · Friday, February 6, 2015 at 7:00 
PM · Saturday, February 7, 2015 at 
2:00 PM Purchase your tickets in 
advance and save! Ticket prices are: 
Adult: $10 advance purchase / $12 
at the door. Students (PK-12 and any 
young child not in school requiring 
their own seat): $8 advance purchase 
/ $10 at the door. Senior Citizens: $8 
advance purchase / $10 at the door. 
Tickets can be purchased in advance 
by mailing a check to Rosemary Sears 
at Somerville High School (81 High-
land Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143) 
or by visiting www.ticketstage.com/
SHS<http://www.ticketstage.com/
SHS> (convenience fee applies to on-
line ticket purchases). Make checks 
payable to SHS Performing Arts.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

The View Of The Times
In what could only be termed a close and 
sometimes enervating match-up, our be-
loved New England Patriots won the big 
win last Sunday. Our heartfelt apprecia-
tion for their stunning achievements this 
past season is indisputable. They played 
great, and we love them for it.

We congratulate the Seattle Seahawks 
for an outstanding season and the tre-

mendous effort that they put into the 
championship final. Their players and 
fans have much to be proud of, and 
their post-season accomplishments are 
duly noted.

In spite of snowstorms and the trials 
and travails that we all must endure at 
this time, New England sports fans are 
walking a little taller this week, and smil-

ing a bit more broadly.
This achievement makes us mindful of 

how much we appreciate the role that 
sport and fitness plays in living healthy, 
happy lives; how important balancing 
physical activity with our often too cere-
bral existence is; and teaching us – and 
especially our children – the value of 
good sportsmanship and the spirit of fair 

competition.
We don’t need a Super Bowl title to re-

mind us of these things, but when our 
team steps up and earns one, this invari-
ably happens.

So, as we collectively celebrate our 
team’s victory and exercise our bragging 
rights for all the world to see, let us also 
be gracious in and humble as we do so.
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Making room 
for progress
By Donald Norton

A new look for Winter Hill is coming, at least on one corner. 
This past weekend the old Blumsack building on the corner of 
Temple & Broadway was torn down to make room for a new 
building.  A condo complex is proposed for the entire corner 
from Langmaid Avenue to Temple along Broadway, with retail 
spaces on the first level. It will be a big change for Winter Hill, 
and hopefully the other eyesore at the old Star Market building 
will soon have something going in.
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Local football athlete represents Team USA
in 2015 International Bowl

By Tom Bannister

As a member of this year’s Un-
der-16 National Team, outside 
linebacker and Somerville res-
ident Joseph Gulla, currently 
attending Everett High School, 
had the opportunity to repre-
sent the United States last night 
in the 2015 International Bowl.

Hosted at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas, Gulla’s skill 
set and athleticism helped Team 
USA in the tough battle against 
Team Canada, losing 34-17.

The 2015 International Bowl 
is a collaboration of the sport’s 
national governing bodies in 
each country –USA Football 
and Football Canada – featuring 
top student-athletes in football’s 
greatest annual international 

competition.
In a back-and-forth game at 

AT&T Stadium in Arlington, 
Texas, the U.S. Under-16 Na-
tional Team fell behind at the 
end and couldn’t counter, falling 
34-17 to its counterpart from 
Canada.

The two sides traded points 
through the first three quarters 
as Nicolas Sciba (Clover, SC) 
gave the U.S. an early 3-0 lead on 
a 26-yard field goal. After a Can-
ada touchdown, Ryan Ellis (Co-
rona, CA) capped a U.S. drive 
with a 1-yard touchdown run. 
Canada scored again to take a 
13-10 lead into halftime, but the 
United States countered soon 
after the break with a 47-yard 
TD pass from Jaylen Mayden 
(Rowlett, TX) to Shannon. Somerville teen Joseph Gulla joined other young athletes from around the U.S.A in playing the 2015 International Bowl.

Ms. Cam’s

#460Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What professional 
USA sports franchise 
has team won the most 
national championships?

2.  Where was the famous 
Molasses Spill in Boston?

3.  What was Revere 
Beach amusements called?

4.  What was referred to 
as the “Disneyland of the 
Northeast”?

5.  What team won the  
first two Super Bowls?

6.  Where was the second 
Dunkin’ Donuts in the 
chain opened?

7.  What is the largest 
religious denomination in 
the USA?

8.  Who is the  Vince 
Lombardi Trophy named 
after?

9.  Which comic actor had 
everyone in the country 
saying “Well excuse me” 
during the 1970s?

10.  Who wrote Broadway 
shows before writing the 
opera Porgy and Bess?

11.  Since the mid–1960s, 
what has been the most–
circulated weekly maga-
zine?

12.  Which Las Vegas 
casino boasts the highest 
observation tower (1,149 
feet) in the U.S.?

Answers on page 23

‘Fan the Fire’ event to liven 
Autism Awareness Day

By Rebecca Danvers

On Saturday, February 7, at 
2:00 p.m., a men’s basketball 
game will be held at Tufts Uni-
versity in Cousens Gym vs. 
Williams, where this year’s an-
nual Fane the Fire event will be 
hosted, in support of national 
Autism Awareness Day.

In the attached basketball 
court (Chase Gym), they are 
partnering up with Tufts’ fra-
ternity, Theta Delta Chi (whose 
philanthropy is Autism Aware-
ness) to provide some entertain-
ment for the kids in case they do 
not want to watch the basketball 
game for the whole time. The 
original ideas for entertainment 
may include face painting, hoola 
hoops, and bean bag toss. 

Many basketball programs 
across the NCAA are partner-

ing up with Autism Awareness 
on this day. But this cause is 
especially pertinent to Tufts be-
cause of the involvement of the 
Tufts University School of Med-
icine (TUSM).

TUSM’s research focused 
around this cause provides a 
unique connection to Tufts. 
During half time, they will be 
recognizing TUSM’s commit-
ment to this cause. They are 
reaching out to the organiza-
tions that TUSM works closely 
with and inviting the families af-

fected closely by autism.
Depending on available time, 

they are also planning on hav-
ing Tufts BEATs perform at 
half time.

The giveaways include the fol-
lowing: Autism Awareness pins, 
water bottles, rally towels, and 
Fan the Fire stickers and patches.

They will also be implement-
ing their new student section, 
the name of which has been 
voted on by the student body 
and will be revealed on the eve 
of the event.
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What’s on Somerville
Neighborhood News

We have some interesting headlines for the latest Somerville Neighborhood 
News show, a community news production brought to you by the dedicated 
staff, volunteers and interns at Somerville Community Access TV. Here is one 
featured headline:

Calls for FRIT to build union at Assembly
By Yuxiao Yuan.

Area unions and labor leaders have decided to wage a campaign against Federal Real-
ty Investment Trust (FRIT) for its recent decision to hire non-union labor to build a 
448-unit apartment at the Assembly Square, and on Jan. 22, the Board of Aldermen 
joined the movement, voting a resolution urging FRIT to reverse its decision.

“We want to make sure that a project of this size scale, it will really benefit our 
community, and one of the ways is to make sure that it does is to make sure that 
the work is done union, and that the work will allow local residents not only to live 
here, but to work here as well,” Rand Wilson, Communications Director for Service 
Employees International Union 888 told Somerville Neighborhood News (SNN). 
The apartment complex will rise on “Block 6” area of the Assembly Square rede-
velopment area. The redevelopment area received more than $80 million in public 
funding for the construction of the Orange Line MBTA station, infrastructure and 
roadways. But because the apartment building is a private, not a public develop-
ment, it is not subject to the same rules as public construction jobs regarding hiring 
at “prevailing wage” which usually results in using union labor. 
“Even though Federal Realty is benefiting from having the Orange Line here, and 
from all of the infrastructure that the city and the state has created here, it’s not a 
prevailing wage job,” Wilson explained. “So when the bidding occurs it’s not a level 
playing field between the good contractor that provides health care and pension 
benefits and training opportunities, and a contractor that’s making as much money 
as they can and is ready to exploit labor by any means necessary.”
Wilson helped a group of unions write and circulate an open letter published in 
the Somerville Journal. One of the workers quoted in the letter is Jaril Gauthier, a 
lifelong Somerville resident and a member of the Sheet Metal Workers union.
“It costs a lot of money to raise family in Somerville,” Gauthier, a father of four, 
told SNN. “If you work for union, at least they pay you good money and you can 
survive here.”
Gauthier said hiring union contractor would also benefit FRIT. 
“Actually, we do good work. So you really get what you pay for,” he added.
Gauthier also said he hoped that City Hall would intervene on the issue. 
But in a written statement sent earlier this month, Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone 
implied that his office was not going to question FRIT’s decision. 
“The city has been and will continue to work to attract new construction jobs 
through community driven development,” the statement read, adding that “as con-
versations between the trades and the contractors arise with each new project, we 
will continue to facilitate those conversations.”
There was no mention of addressing the D-6 construction with FRIT.
But the city’s Board of Aldermen is not sitting still. On January 22, nine members 
of the board submitted a resolution that “strongly urges Federal Realty Investment 
Trust to employ union labor for all aspects of construction at Assembly Square and 
to give preference to qualified Somerville residents when hiring.”
“It’s something like $60 million dollars in bonds we’ve been giving to Assembly 
Square and I think that we have a right to say, ‘We’d like to see some local hire here, 
we’d like to see some union hire,’” Ward 1 Alderman Matt McLaughlin said at the 
Jan. 22 meeting, before the vote.
FRIT was also not available for an interview but did sent a written statement on 
Jan. 21. 
Andrea Simpson, Director of Marketing & Tourism and head of Corporate Com-
munications, said that the developer has “a strong track record of 100 percent union 
labor for our commercial project work at the Assembly Row development,” but that 
using union labor for the apartment building was too expensive.
“At the moment, we have not been able to find an innovative way to bridge the 
construction cost gap and Federal Realty is not willing to pass the excess cost onto 
future renters,” Simpson wrote.

Local is for Lovers
Valentines Day Market

By Rebecca Danvers

Valentine’s Day is almost here and 
nothing says “I love you” more than a 
gift for your beloved and your beloved 
community.

You can find gifts from local artisans 
and crafters at Somerville Local First’s 
Valentine’s Day Local is for Lovers 
Market.

The market takes place Sunday, Febru-
ary 8 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Arts at the 
Armory, 191 Highland Avenue). It is 
free and easily accessible by car or public 
transportation.

Knucklebones will be setting up their 
mobile playspace (for a suggested dona-
tion of $3) so the kids have a place to get 
out some pent up winter energy while 

their parents shop or sip a local brew 
(coffee or beer).

The Local is for Lovers Market will fea-
ture local vendors selling everything from 
jewelry and handmade soap to sweets 
and clothing.

Vendors and shoppers at previous Lo-
cal is for Lovers Market have raved about 
their experience and the next market 
promises to be just as fun. Somerville Lo-
cal First Executive Director says, “We’ve 
always aimed to do something different 
with these markets, creating a shopping 
and community experience that’s fun for 
the whole family.” 

Shoppers have commented on the com-
munity feel of the markets, a place to 
gather and see friends while seeing some 
of the best local vendors around.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our Web site at www .thesomervilletimes .com

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our Web site:

www .TheSomervilleTimes .com

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS IN

THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT CAM TONER 

BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 617.666.4010
FAX: 617.628.0422

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

A joint public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Planning Board and the Board of Aldermen Land Use Committee on Tuesday, 
February 10, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Aldermanic Chambers on the Second Floor of Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA. The 
purpose of the hearing will be to receive public comments concerning the following: 

ADOPTION OF A NEW SOMERVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE 
TO SUPERSEDE THE CURRENT ZONING ORDINANCE AS ORIGINALLY ADOPTED ON MARCH 23, 1990.

Please refer to the full draft ordinance and maps, which may be reviewed through the Zoning Overhaul Website at: www.somervillema.gov/zoning

Copies of the ordinance and maps are also available for review in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located on the 
third floor of City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30 pm; and Fri, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. 

Interested persons may provide comments at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland 
Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda on the City’s website or call before attending. Continued cases will not be 
re-advertised. 

Attest: Kevin Prior, Chairman, Planning Board  / Alderman Dennis Sullivan, Chairman, Board of Alderman Land Use Committee
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key changes in this overhaul include, but are not limited to:

Customer Service
•	 Allows	homeowners	 to	add	common	enhancements	such	as	dormers,	bay	windows,	open	 front	porches,	and	small	 rear	additions	 to	 their	  
 homes.
•	 Implements	new	regulatory	techniques	and	terminology	to	increase	clarity	and	transparency.
•	 Includes	graphics	illustrating	the	code	that	make	the	ordinance	easier	to	read	and	understand.
•	 Simplifies	the	list	of	permitted	uses.

Housing
•	 Increases	inclusionary	zoning	requirements.
•	 Orients	the	production	of	affordable	housing	to	transit	accessibility.
•	 Promotes	a	range	of	building	types	permitted	in	each	district.

Neighborhood Character
•	 Establishes	building	types	for	infill	development	to	fit	into	the	form,	scale,	and	pattern	of	existing	neighborhoods	and	squares.
•	 Simplifies	review	for	small,	local	businesses.
•	 Permits	formula	businesses	and	larger	stores	only	by	special	permit.

Arts & Creative Economy
•	 Calls	attention	to	the	thriving	arts	&	creative	economy	of	Somerville	and	permits	these	activities	to	thrive	across	the	city.
•	 Requires	new	buildings	in	certain	districts	to	set	aside	floor	area	as	leasable	arts	and	creative	use	spaces.
•	 Creates	a	new	districts	zoned	specifically	for	artisan	production,	exhibition,	sales,	service,	education,	shared	workspaces,	and	similar	uses	by	 
 the arts and creative economy.

Transformational Redevelopment
•	 Harnesses	the	demand	for	residential	housing	to	redevelop	underutilized	areas	of	the	city	as	new	neighborhoods.
•	 Implements	standards	for	new,	developer-built	infrastructure	in	transformational	areas.
•	 Requires	a	commercial/residential	development	mix	in	certain	special	districts	as	called	for	by	the	SomerVision	Comprehensive	Plan.

Smart Growth
•	 Establishes	transit-oriented	parking	standards	across	the	entire	city.
•	 Coordinates	zoning	with	the	community-driven	neighborhood	planning	of	Somerville	by	Design.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To be published in the Somerville Times on January 28, 2015 and February 4, 2015

1/28/15, 2/4/15 The Somerville Times 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION

LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals on Wednesday, February 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Aldermanic Chambers, 2nd Floor, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Av-
enue, Somerville, MA. 

290 Highland Ave ZBA #2015-01: Applicant & Owner, 290 Highland 
Ave LLC, seek a Special Permit to alter a nonconforming structure, a 
Special	Permit	with	Site	Review	to	establish	7	units	and	Variances	for	
dimensional	requirements	such	as	lot	area	per	dwelling	unit,	building	
story	height,	and	setbacks.	A	Variance	is	required	for	parking	relief.	
RC	Zone.	Ward	3

Copies of these applications are available for review in the Office of 
Strategic Planning and Community Development, located on the third 
floor of City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 
am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30 pm; and Fri, 8:30 am-12:30 pm; and 
at www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. As cases may be con-
tinued to later dates, please check the agenda on the City’s website 
or call before attending. Continued cases will not be re-advertised. 
Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to 
OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; 
by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to dpereira@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Dawn Pereira, Administrative Assistant

As published in The Somerville Times on 2/4/15 & 2/11/15.

2/4/15 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA. 02141

(617) 768- 5800

CITATION ON PETITION FOR ORDER TO RENDER

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI12P0537EA

Estate of:

Mary M Fontaine

Date of Death:       10/18/2011       

To all interested persons: 

A Petition has been filed by:

Anny, For Joseph Fontaine           of           Oakham      MA

requesting	that	the	Court	enter	an	Order	that	

Christina M Woodman           of           Somerville      MA

be ordered to render an Inventory, render an Account, and for such 
other	relief	as	requested	in	the	Petition.

WITNESS,	Hon.	Edward	F	Donnelly,	Jr.,	First	Justice	of	this	Court.

Tara E. De Cristofaro
Date:  January 16, 2015   Register of Probate

2/4/15 The Somerville Times

You have the right to obtain a copy of the Petition from the Peti-
tioner or at the Court. You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before
10 a.m. on 02/23/2015.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance and objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return date, action may be taken without further notice to you.

PUBLIC NOTICE:

Cellco	Partnership	and	its	controlled	affiliates	doing	business	as	Ver-
izon	Wireless	(Verizon)	are	proposing	a	Non-Tower	Wireless	Antenna	
Collocation	on	a	78-foot	 (overall	height)	Roof-top	at	 289	Elm	Street,	
Medford, Middlesex County, MA 02155; N 42° 26’ 29.63” W 71° 5’ 
40.26”.  Public comments regarding potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30 days from the date of 
this	 publication	 to:	 	 Danna	Allen,	Wireless	 Projects,	 Environmental	
Resources	Management,	200	Wingo	Way,	Suite	101,	Mount	Pleasant,	
SC 29464, email: vzwnepa@erm.com, tele#: 1-843-416-5110.

1/28/15, 2/4/15 The Somerville Times

comprehensive plan Somer-
Vision. Surely the engaged 
citizens of greater Boston 
could unite in a public pro-
cess to pool our best thinking 
on how to leverage the Olym-
pics for needed community 
benefits. This should be an 

Olympics of the people, by 
the people, for the people.

The mere thought of host-
ing an Olympics seems 
daunting to many people, like 
a massive undertaking. Done 
right, it should be a massive 
undertaking, one with goals 

that extend far beyond the 
Games themselves. The mu-
nicipalities that constitute 
Greater Boston share many 
of the same goals that we’re 
trying to tackle in piecemeal 
fashion. The Olympics pres-
ents an opportunity to leap 

forward on some of the most 
pressing issues such as trans-
portation, infrastructure, and 
housing. A true Boston Olym-
pics should be one where we 
go to the International Olym-
pic Committee and say, “ This 
is how you do it better.” We 

should be guided by John 
Winthrop and John F. Ken-
nedy, using the Olympics to 
make Boston a true city upon 
a hill. That’s the Olympics I 
want metro Boston to pursue 
and I remain hopeful we can 
achieve it.

Olympics must be a thoughtful, regional effort   CONT. FROM PG 10

Great ideas on how to teach math   CONT. FROM PG 7

Mathematics Fund, an affil-
iate of the national scholar-
ship organization Dollars for 
Scholars, was chartered in 
2000 to celebrate and encour-

age achievement in mathemat-
ics in the city of Somerville, 
Massachusetts. Over fifteen 
years, the Somerville Math 
Fund has awarded $79,640 in 

teacher grants in the city of 
Somerville.

In early April, the fund will 
be seeking applications from 
students who reside in Somer-

ville for college mathemat-
ics scholarships. Links to the 
scholarship application form 
is available at www.somervil-
lemathematicsfund.org For 

more information, to volunteer 
or to make a tax-deductible 
contribution, please contact 
Erica Voolich (617-666-0666 
or mathfund@gmail.com).
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo. 
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and 
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and 
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation. 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free 
transportation.

All clubs and groups welcome new members.

Holland Street: 167 Holland Street 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300

Cross Street Center: 165 Broadway 
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
(617) 625-6600 Ext. 2335

Ralph and Jenny Center: 9 New Washington Street, 
Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
(617) 666-5223

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Fiore’s Restaurant – Wednesday, February 11th – check 
in time is 10:45 A.M. at our Holland Street Center 
and 11:00 A.M. at our Ralph & Jenny Center with an 
approximate return time of 3:00 P.M.  Join us for a 
delicious lunch – choice of Chicken Parmesan, Salmon 
or Eggplant Parmesan - $25.- fee, this will sell out fast 
so please contact Connie at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 to 
reserve your spot.

Songbirds of the Northeast – Thursday, February 12 – 
10:30 A.M. at our Holland Street Center – 167 Holland 
Street - Learn how to recognize our songbirds by their 
songs and calls and create landscapes that attract these 
birds to our neighborhoods with a 90 minute power 
point presentation featuring both images and record-
ings. This event is free and is offered by naturalist and 
landscaper John Root.  This program is supported in part 
by the Somerville Cultural Council, a local agency which 
is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Janine Lotti at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300. 

Grandparents Day 2015 – Wednesday, February 18th 
from 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at our Cross Street Center 
located at 165 Broadway.  This is a school vacation week 
and we would love it if you brought your grandchildren!  
But you don’t need grandchildren to attend!  This year’s 
theme is “The Roots of Fun.”  Join us and our friends at 
Teen Empowerment for a full day of activities for little 
kids, teenagers and older adults.  Highlights include 
planting seeds together and a viewing of Walt Disney’s 
Fantasia.  RSVP is a must, as a kid-friendly lunch and 
other goodies are included so please contact Janine Lotti 
at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 to reserve your spot or if 
you have any questions.

The award winning Fit-4-Life Program is coming to 
our Cross Street Center – 165 Broadway – Starting in 
March – A unique combination of exercise and nutri-
tional support opportunity under the direct supervision 
of a certified exercise trainer and participate in individual 
and group counseling with a nutritionist.  The cost to 
you is $10.- a month that gives you access to fitness & 
nutritional Fit-4-Life classes each week.  Limited schol-
arships are available – Need more information?  Please 
contact Chris Kowaleski our Health & Wellness Coor-
dinator at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or email him at 
CKowaleski@somervillema.gov  This is for older adults 
55+  Space is limited so sign up early!

Stoneham Theatre – Wednesday, March 11th – De-
parting our Holland Street Center at 11:30 A.M. for 
lunch and a 2:00 P.M. matinee of “That Hopey Changey 
Thing.”  A play written by Richard Nelson exploring 
ideas big & small, personal & political all fashioned into 
a heartfelt, funny & engaging snapshot of contemporary 
life.  The play examines everything from Sarah Palin to 
the best way to de-skunk a dog. A fee of $25.- includes 
theatre admission and SCM transportation.  Lunch at a 
local restaurant is an additional cost.  Approximate re-
turn time is 4:30 P.M. To register or to learn more please 
contact Janine Lotti at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300.

Boston Flower & Garden Show – Thursday, March 
12th – Departing our Holland Street Center at 9:30 A.M. 
with an approximate return time of 3:00 P.M.  A fee 
of $26.- includes tickets and round trip SCM trans-
portation.  Lunch at a waterfront area restaurant is an 
additional cost.  This year’s theme is “Season of En-
chantment.”  Gardening, cooking, floral design demos, 

lectures and so much more.  To reserve your spot or if 
you have any questions please contact Janine Lotti at 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300.

Washington, D.C. Patriotic/Americana Tour – Thurs-
day, April 30 to Sunday, May 3rd – Visit Historic Wash-
ington, D.C., WWII Memorial, Arlington Cemetary, 
Vietnam, Korea, Iwo Jima, FDR, Lincoln and Jefferson 
Memorials.  Illuminated night tour of the monuments 
and many many more stops.  Trip includes:  professional 
tour director, hotal accommodations, transportation, 3 
breakfasts, 1 luncheon, 2 dinners, including dinner the-
atre, admission to Washington touring, including tour 
mobile transportation, tax & gratuity.  $589.- double or 
triple occupancy, $749.- single occupancy, deposit of 
$150.- per person with the final payment due on April 
1st.  Check in time will be 6:00 A.M. at the Ralph & Jen-
ny Center on Thursday, April 30th with an approximate 
return time between 10:00 – 10:30 P.M. on Sunday, 
May 3rd.  Please contact Connie at 617-625-6600, Ext. 
2300.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF THE CITY CALLS A SNOW 
EMERGENCY AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE 
CLOSED THE SCOA WILL ALSO BE CLOSED AND ALL 
PROGRAMS, GROUPS, EXERCISE CLASSES & EVENTS 
SCHEDULED FOR THAT DAY WILL BE CANCELLED.

The SCOA is NO LONGER excepting applications for 
free smoke alarms / carbon monoxide detectors. It is 
the hope of both the Somerville Fire Department and 
the Somerville Council on Aging that we will receive 
the grant again in the future. If you would like your 
name put on a waiting list should this grant be received 
again, please contact Maureen Bastardi at the Somerville 
Council on Aging at 617-625-6600, extension 2316.

The Valentine’s Day Celebration at the WHYC scheduled 
for Monday, February 9 is SOLD OUT.

Super Bingo scheduled for Friday, February 13 is SOLD 
OUT.

Please note that all centers are closed on Monday, Feb-
ruary 16 due to the President’s Day Holiday.

The St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at the WHYC sched-
uled for Thursday, March 19 is SOLD OUT.

Super Bingo scheduled for Thursday, March 19 is SOLD 
OUT.

The trip scheduled to Wildwood, NJ on May 11th – 15th 
is SOLD OUT.

Our Holland Street Center will be serving lunch on Mon-
day, Thursday & Fridays only until further notice.

Back by popular demand are the Holiday Inn Danc-
es. Lunch and dance to music provided by Hank our 
resident DJ. All dances are on Mondays and from 11:00 
A.M. to 2:00 P.M. February 23, March 23, April 13, May 
18, June 29. A $15.00 fee is required along with a RSVP 
so please contact Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to 
make your reservation or if you have any questions.

LGBT EVENTS:

LGBT Advisory Group – Our next Advisory Group 
meeting will be on Monday, February 9th  at 4:30 P.M.  
We are looking for new members and would love to 
have you as part of our group.  This group meets the 
2nd Monday of every month excluding City Holidays 
and snow emergencies. 

LGBT Monthly Lunch – There will be no LGBT Lunch 
scheduled for February.  The next lunch will be sched-
uled for Monday, March 9th – more details to follow.  
This event happens the 2nd Monday of every month 
excluding City Holidays and snow emergencies.  

LGBT Dinner & Movie –There is no LGBT Dinner & 
Movie night in January because the 3rd Monday falls on 
a City Holiday – MLK Day. This event happens the 3rd 
Monday of every month excluding City Holidays and 
snow emergencies.

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness and Nutrition Classes. 
Classes are Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting at 
6 p.m.  $10 a month fee - scholarships available & it 
just might be covered under your insurance.  We have 
available slots and would love to have you.  If you have 
any questions or require additional information, please 
contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kow-
aleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

*If you require additional information or have any 
questions regarding the LGBT Lunch, Dinner & Movie 

or the Advisory Group please contact Maureen Bastardi 
at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2316 or email her at MBastardi@
Somervillema.gov.

IMPORTANT NEWS

The Ralph & Jenny Center will remain closed on Mon-
days and will resume Mondays after the first of the New 
Year.

STAY ACTIVE:

Weekly Exercise Class Schedule

Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (RJ) Cross Street = (C)

Mondays:
Wii Bowling, noon, Free. (H) 
Fit 4 Life* Group C, 1:00 P.M. (H)

Tuesdays: 
Strengthening, 9:15 A.M., $3 per class (H) 
Dalcroze Eurhythmics, $2.00, 1:00 P.M., (H) 
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M., (H)

Wednesdays: 
Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M (H) 
Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. (H) 
Fit 4 Life* Group C, Noon (H) 
Bowling @ Flatbreads, 1:00 P.M., $10/week for shoes 
and dues 
Zumba for All, 5:15 P.M., $3 per class (H)

Thursdays: 
Strengthening, 9:30 A.M., $3 per class (RJ) 
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M. 

Fridays: 
Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M. 
Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. 
Fit 4 Life* Group C 12:00 P.M. 

*Fit 4 Life classes $10/month, pre-registration required.

Upcoming Schedule
Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (RJ) Cross Street = (C)

Wednesday|February 4
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C, H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
1:00 Bowling at Flatbreads

Thursday|February 5
9:00 Yoga (H) 
10:00 Current Events Group (H) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
10:00 Knitting Scarves for Soldiers (RJ) 
11:00 Computer tutorial with Barbara (H) 
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ) 
12:45 Bingo (H, RJ)

Friday|February 6
10:00 Book Club (H)  
11:30 Lunch (H) 
12:45 Bingo (H)

Monday|February 9
10:00 Book Club (H)  
11:30 Lunch (H) 
12:45 Bingo (H)

Tuesday|February 10
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:00 Scarves for Soldiers (RJ) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
10:30 Low Vision Support Group (H) 
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
Culinary Arts 

Wednesday|February 11
10:00 English Conversation (C) 
10:00 Cards (RJ) 
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C, H) 
12:45 Bingo (RJ) 
1:00 Bowling at Flatbreads 
Fiore Trip

DID YOU KNOW?

We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always 
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00 
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or 
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact 
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|February 4
East Branch Library
Preschool: Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library
Middle School Writers’ Den 
Alan Ball-617-636-9033 
6 p.m.-7:15 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Thursday|February 5
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5 
year olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.|79 High-
land Avenue

West Branch Library
Lego Club 
Annamarie Almeida 
617-623-5000 x2977 
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|40 College 
Avenue

Central Library
Lego Club 
Cathy Piantigini 
617-623-5000 x2950 
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 79 Highland 
Avenue

Friday|February 6
Central Library
Preschool: Storytime for 2 year 
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Saturday|February 7
Central Library
Somerville Public School Out-
reach 
Adam Sweeting 
978-697-6639 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Monday|February 9
Central Library
Sing-along with Jeremy Lyons 
11 a.m.-12 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Tuesday|February 10
Central Library

Homeschool Reading Group for 
Ages 11-13 
Tammy McKanan 
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

West Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|40 College 
Avenue

Wednesday|February 11
East Branch Library
Preschool: Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library
Middle School Writers’ Den 
Alan Ball-617-636-9033 
6 p.m.-7:15 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|February 4
Johnny D’s
Boston Comedy Fundraiser for 
Bobby Seibel 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Comedy@10 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok All Stars 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 

623-9910

Arts at the Armory
Wiretap Wednesday Open Stage  
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Thursday|February 5
Johnny D’s    
The Upper Crust PLUS Watts 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004 

Sally O’Brien’s
Farewell Rose|7:30 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Acoustic/Bluegrass|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
Scattershot 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Dub Down Reggae 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Somerville Theatre
Awkward Compliment’s Thursday 
Night Comedy Night 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Square

Arts at the Armory
Singers Open Mic with Bill Duffy 
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Friday|February 6
Johnny D’s
Honk Tonk Masquerade 
We Dig Free Fridays presents: Kat 
Wright & The Indomitable Soul 
Band plus Soulpax 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s
Hashtag Hoedown |6 p.m. 
Preacher Roe CD Release with 
The Modifiers, Devil on Horse-
back   $5 cover|9 p.m. 

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Irish Session|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
Fightin Fridays 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ 
10 p.m.|65 Holland St

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway |617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Pat and The Hats |10 p.m. 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live music 
9 p.m.|608 Somerville Ave|617-
718-9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Davis Square Theatre
Bumps Upon A Grind... 
8 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Arts at the Armory
John Reilly and Friends featuring 
Becky Stark and Tom Brosseau  
8:30 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Andy Newton 
9 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Saturday|February 7
Johnny D’s
Jazz Brunch   
The Fools 
Dirty, Flirty, &  31DerfulaJohn-
nyBlazes BDay featuring Johnny 
Blazes & The Pretty Boys plus 
George Woods 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s
Stan Martin & Wicked Heart  |6 
p.m. 
HNL presents PK & The Mighty 

Seven, Miscellaneous Mischief, 
The Floods   $10 cover|9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Back Room 
Scattershot 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

On the Hill Tavern
Live DJ Music  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s 
Resurrectionists & Chris Monti|10 
p.m. 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
DJ El Sid! 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Arts at the Armory
The Two Ricks 
10:30 a.m.|Café 
Jeremy Lyons 
1 p.m.|Café 
Sexy Fun Time 
7 p.m.|Performance Hall 
Somerville Songwriter Sessions 
8 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Bumps Upon A Grind... 
8 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Sunday|February 8
Johnny D’s
Jazz Brunch   
Open Blues Jam! featuring Dr 
Grant & The Medical Marijuana 
Band 
17 Holland St.|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Dave Foley Band|7 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

• • • • VILLENS ON THE TOWN • • • •

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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The Burren
Front Room 
Sunday Americana with Sean 
Staples, Eric Royer, Tim Gearan, 
Dave Westner and Dan Keller|7 
p.m. 
Back Room 
Burren Acoustic Music Series 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Samba Bar & Grille
Live Band & DJ 
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Arts at the Armory
Local is for Lovers Valentine’s Day 
Market  
10 a.m..|Performance Hall 
An Afternoon with Anthony 
Coleman plus a special guest set 
by Anastasiya Dumma & John 
Lockwood  
4 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Bumps Upon A Grind... 
8 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Monday|February 9
Johnny D’s   
Stump! Pub Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
17 Holland St | 617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Cater’s Cheapshots Com-
edy Jam |7 p.m. 
Marley Mondays with The Duppy 

Conquerors|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Bur-Run 
Helena Delaney, Johnny O’Leary 
& Friends Irish Session|9 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302 

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Stump! Team Trivia 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Tuesday|February 10
Johnny D’s
Open Mic Night w/ Dr. Grant 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
TBA 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swing-
ers|8:30 p.m. 
Back Room 
Open Mic w/ Hugh McGowan 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
Stump Trivia (with prizes)  
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Ghetto People Band 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille

608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Arts at the Armory
Youth Arts Arise: Visual Language 
of Film  
3:30 p.m.|Mezzanine 
Broad Appeal: Not your average 
lady comedy show! 
7:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|February 11
Johnny D’s
Mike Farris 
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room 
Exile on Elm 
Back Room 
Comedy@10 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The Nephrok All Stars 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill
Pub Trivia 
8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617) 
623-9910

Arts at the Armory
Youth Arts Arise: Visual Language 
of Film  
3:30 p.m.|Mezzanine 
Teen Open Mic Night  
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|February 4
Central Library
Board Game Night 
Ellen Jacobs-617-623-5000 
x2914 
7 p.m.-8:45 p.m.| 79 Highland 
Avenue

Third Life Studio
Belly Dance performance prepa-
ration with Nadira Jamal 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|Level 3|33 
Union Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

Thursday| February 5
West Branch Library
Learn English at the Library!  
(Session 1)6 .m.-7 p.m. 
(Session 2)7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
40 College Avenue

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave 
(Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|February 7
Central Library
Somerville Public School Out-
reach 
Adam Sweeting 
978-697-6639 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland 
Avenue

Arts at the Armory
Somerville Winter Farmers’ 
Market 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.|Performance 
Hall|191 Highland Ave

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets 
meet weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.|Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|February 8
Unity Church of God
Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups 
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in 
basement.

Third Life Studio
Discover Belly Dance with Nadira 
Jamal 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.|33 Union 
Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

Monday| February 9
East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library!  
(Session 1)6 .m.-7 p.m. 
(Session 2)7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
115 Broadway

Tuesday|February 3
Central Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.| 79 Highland 
Avenue

Arts at the Armory
Prenatal Yoga  
7 p.m.|Mezzanine|191 Highland 
Ave

Third Life Studio
The Art of Group Singing For 
Women 
with Susan Robbins, www.libana.
com 
7 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.|33 Union Sq

Wednesday|February 4
Third Life Studio
Belly Dance performance prepa-
ration with Nadira Jamal 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|Level 3|33 
Union Sq|www.nadirajamal.com

The
Norton
Group

Buying or Selling?

www.thenortongroupre.com

• • • • VILLENS ON THE TOWN • • • •

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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AUTOS WANTED

Cash For Cars: Any Make, 
Model or Year. We Pay 
MORE! Running or Not, Sell 
your Car or Truck TODAY. 
Free Towing! Instant Offer: 
1-800-871-0654

TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any 
Car/Truck, Running or Not. 
Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! 
Top $$$$$ PAID! Running 
or Not, All Years, Makes, 
Models. Free Towing! We’re 
Local! 7 Days/Week. Call Toll 
Free: 1-888-416-2330

GET CASH TODAY for any 
car/truck. I will buy your car 
today. Any Condition. Call 
1-800-864-5796 or www.
carbuyguy.com

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real 
Estate Agents needed: Very 
busy Somerville based 
office in need of additional 
agents, no fee referrals, 
Sales & Rentals, Part time or 
Full Time. work from home 
online, full office back up 
and highest paid no strings 
commissions. Call for pri-
vate interview 617 623-6600 
ask for Donald.

FINANCIAL

Delete Bad Credit In Just 30-
Days?!   Stop getting turned 
down because of bad credit   
Free to start! A Rated W/BBB 
Call Now! 844-560-7687

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. 
Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA/CIALIS 40 
100mg/20mg Pills for Only 
$99.00! Plus 4 Pills for FREE. 
Discreet Shipping. Save 
$500.00 Now! Call 1-888-
797-9013

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 
20mg. 40 tabs +10 FREE, 
$99 includes FREE SHIP-
PING. 1-888-836-0780 or 
Metro-Meds.net

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 40 Pills + 10 FREE. 
SPECIAL $99.00 100% guar-
anteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 
CALL NOW! 1-888-223-8818

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Duties include; Coordinate 
meetings, luncheons, travel 
plans and engagements, 
Assist as needed with daily 
correspondences, monitor 
expenses,send your resume 
and salary expectations to: 
amlips1@live.com

Patsy’s Pastry Shop, Somer-
ville is seeking a part time 
Baker. Must be experienced. 
Please call 617-625-5466

INSURANCE

Need Car Insurance   Now? 
Lowest Down   Payment - 
Canceled?   State Letter?   
Accidents? Tickets?   DUI? 
Instant Coverage!   INSURE-
DIRECT.COM    1-800-231-
3603 

LOST AND FOUND

Found men’s gold wedding 
band at Prospect Hill on 
January 1 but looks like 
it might have been there 
longer.The ring is engraved 
inside. For more informa-
tion call 617-388-9742 or 
email potarisconstruction@
yahoo.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

T-SHIRTS Custom print-
ed. $5.50 heavyweight. 
“Gildan” Min. order of 36 
pcs. HATS - Embroidered 
$6.00. Free catalog. 1-800-
242-2374 Berg Sportswear 
40.

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
& High Speed Internet start-

ing at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 1-800-615-4064

DirecTV! Act Now- $19.99/
mo. Free 3-Months of HBO, 
Starz,    SHOWTIME & 
CINEMAX FREE GENIE HD/
DVR Upgrade!    2014 NFL 
Sunday Ticket included with 
Select Packages.    New 
Customers Only. IV Support 
Holdings LLC- An authorized    
DirecTV Dealer. Call 1-800-
354-1203  

CASH FOR CARS,   Any 
Make or Model! Free Tow-
ing.   Sell it TODAY. Instant 
offer: 1-800-864-5784  

AIRLINE CAREERS. Get 
FAA approved maintenance 
training at campuses coast 
to coast. Job placement 
assistance. Financial Aid for 
qualifying students. Military 
friendly. Call AIM 866-453-
6204

DISH TV Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) SAVE! 
Regular Price $34.99 Ask 
About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
877-477-9659  

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now!   Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+. 

SUPPORT our service 
members, veterans and 
their families in their time of 
need. For more information 
visit the Fisher House web-
site at www.fisherhouse.org

AVIATION Grads work with 
JetBlue, Boeing, NASA 
and others- start here with 
hands on training for FAA 
certification. Financial aid 
if qualified. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

Bundle & Save on your TV, 
Internet, Phone!!! Call Bun-
dle Deals NOW Compare all 
Companies, Packages and 
Prices! Call 1-855-978-2608 
TODAY! 

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/
Trucks Wanted. Running or 
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We 

Come To You! Any Make/
Model. Call For Instant Of-
fer: 1-800-864-5960

DIVORCE, ETC. $240-$550* 
Covers Children, etc. *Ex-
cludes govt. fees! For a 
Local Office, Call 1-215-717-
8499, Ext. 400 or

1-888-498-7075, Ext. 500 
BAYCOR & ASSOCIATES          
Established 1973

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920’s thru 
1980’s. Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenback-
er, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins/Banjos. 1-800-
401-0440

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little 
or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1- 800-491-6053

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 
18+

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert 
for Seniors. Bathroom falls 
can be fatal. Approved by 
Arthritis Foundation. Thera-
peutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch 
Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. 
Installation Included. Call 
800-980-6076 for $750 Off.

Sell your structured settle-
ment or annuity payments 
for CASH NOW. You don’t 
have to wait for your future 
payments any longer! Call 
1-800-714-4724

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABIL-
ITY BENEFITS. Unable to 
work? Denied benefits?  We 
Can Help!  WIN or Pay Noth-
ing! Contact Bill Gordon 
& Associates at 1-800-290-
8321 to start your applica-
tion today!

REAL ESTATE

Texas Land Sale Near 
El Paso $0 Down 20 
Acres-$128/mo.-$16,900 
Money Back Guarantee 

Beautiful Mountain Views 
No Qualifying-Owner Fi-
nancing Call 1-800-343-9444

TIMESHARES

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE Now! Guaranteed 
Services find more buyers/
renters. NO GIMMICKS 
JUST RESULTS! www.
BuyATimeshare.com 1-888-
879-8612 

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box 
for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201

Cash for unexpired DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! Free 
Shipping, Best Prices & 24 
hr payment! Call 1-855-440-
4001 www.TestStripSearch.
com.

_____________________________

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, 
some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to 
help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should 
you send any money in 
advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company 
does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request 
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not 
reach Canada.

CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

led by three time Superbowl MVP 
Tom Brady and coach Bill Belichick 
had just won their fourth Superbowl. 
I am now very happy. And to make it 
sweeter, no work Monday because of 
the snowstorm. I stayed up very late 
watching the coverage of the fantastic 
Superbowl win.

The Chinese food was great and my 
Patriots shirt is still on the dining room 

floor. I even have some leftover fried 
rice, lobster sauce and a couple of crab 
Rangoons.

Granted, some of us fans in New En-
gland are way too into our sports teams 
but none of that matters now. All the 
seemingly silly game day superstitions 
worked out this year. The New England 
Patriots are Superbowl winners! Af-
ter what Boston went through at The 

Marathon, it will be nice to celebrate a 
sweet victory together.

But not everyone is into football. My 
cousins Freddie and Carol wait for the 
games to start before they go shopping 
at Market Basket because it’s usually 
deserted. However, on this Superbowl 
Sunday, Market Basket was mobbed 
with shoppers stocking up for the 
snowstorm.

My Facebook post summed up how 
it feels … my TV has stayed on all 
night! I have been watching the NFL 
Network while flicking back and forth 
to the local channels to get all the 
Patriot Superbowl coverage I could 
possibly get!!! Thank you Grandpa 
for settling in Somerville so I could 
become a fan of Boston sports!! And 
thank you Patriots!!!

Super stressful!   CONT. FROM PG 10
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

Sell your 
house today!
“We’ll sell your house fast!”

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040

 

To advertise in The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010
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Somerville Community Access TV Ch .3 Programming Guide
Celebrating 30 years of making grassroots community media for Somerville

City Cable TV Schedule for the Week

Want to learn TV production? Final Cut Pro? Soundtrack Pro? Green-screen? Call us today for more info! 617-628-8826
Wednesday, February 4

6:30am Road to Recovery
7:00am Somerville Film Group
7:30am Life Matters
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SCATV Presents Potluck and Lecture Series
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
10:30am Art at SCATV
11:00am Abugida TV
12:00pm The Big Picture with Thom Hartmann Show
1:30pm Henry Parker Presents
2:00pm Physician Focus
2:30pm Race, Community, and Police Relations 
3:30pm What the Fluff Festival
4:00pm Free Speech Television
5:00pm Energy Theater
6:00pm Trance: A Romantic Journey
6:30pm Somerville Housing Authority
7:00pm Mystic Youth Chorus
7:30pm Crossroads: a Search for An American Dream
8:00pm Somerville Pundits
8:30pm The Steve Katsos Show
9:00pm Bay State Biking News 
10:00pm Art at SCATV
10:30pm SCATV Presents Honk Festival
11:00pm Visual Radio
Thursday, February 5

6:00am Atheist Viewpoint
7:00am Creating Cooperative Kids
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Cancer Explained! TV show
9:30am Girls Talk
10:00am Dead Air Live
11:00am Greater Somerville 
11:30am  Ablevision
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Chef’s Table Series
2:00pm Neighborhood Cooking w/ Candy
2:30pm Cooking with Georgia & Dez
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Free Speech Television

5:00pm Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
5:30pm Eat Well Be Happy Cooking Show
6:00pm Tails of the City
6:30pm Health is Wealth
7:00pm Taking Back your Health (Live call-in)
7:30pm Active Aging
8:00pm Fouye Zo Nan Kalalou (Live call-in)
9:30pm The Steve Katsos Show
10:00pm Somerville Film Group: Ways to Live Forever
11:00pm Pearls of Irregular Shape
Friday, February 6

6:00pm Somerville Film Group
7:30am Shrink Rap
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV) 
9:00am SCATV Presents Potluck and Lecture Series
10:00am Pearls of Irregular Shape
11:00am Henry Parker Presents:
12:00pm  Brunch with Sen. Bernie Sanders
1:00pm Race, Community, and Police Relations 
2:00pm SCATV Presents Honk Festival
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Somerville Jazz Festival 2014
5:30pm Mystic Learning Center: Variety Hour
6:00pm Somerville Housing Authority
6:30pm Art at SCATV
7:00pm Somerville Film Group: 
8:00pm Pearls of Irregular Shape
9:00pm Energy Theater 
9:30pm The Steve Katsos Show
10:00pm The Somerville Line 
11:00pm Acronym TV (Free Speech TV)
11:30pm Wikiest link
Saturday, February 7

6:00am Arabic Hour
7:00am The Somerville Line
8:00am Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
8:30am Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
9:00am Festival Kreyol
10:00am Tele Galaxie
11:00am Dead Air Live

12:00pm Honk Festival
12:30pm Taking Back Your Health
1:00pm Evangelico 
1:30pm MAPS Health Connector
2:00pm Henry Parker Presents 
3:00pm Telemagazine
4:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
4:30pm Culture Club
5:00pm Tele Kreyol
6:00pm Pearls of Irregular Shape
7:00pm Somerville Film Group 
7:30pm Fluff Festival
8:00pm David Pakman (Free Speech TV)
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm Open Line News with Davey D
11:00pm Gay News USA (Free Speech TV)
Sunday, February 8

6:00am Program Celebrai
7:00am Rompendo em Fe 
8:00am Effort Pour Christ 
9:00am Heritage Baptist Church
10:00am Evangelico
10:30am Active Aging
11:00am Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer
11:30am Taking Back Your Health
12:00pm Inside Talk
12:30pm Somerville Film Group
1:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm Somerville Times & Journal Reading
2:30pm Life Matters 
3:00pm Rompendo em Fe
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm Race, Community, and Police Relations 
6:00pm Abugida TV
7:00pm African Television Network 
8:00pm Tele Magazine
9:00pm Effort Pour Christ
10:00pm Farrakhan Speaks 
Monday, February 9

6:00am Ablevision
6:30am Creating Cooperative Kids

7:30am Eckankar 
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am The Stephanie Miller Show (Free Speech TV)
10:00am Bay State Biking News
11:00am Pearls of Irregular Shape  
12:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Somerville Film Group: 
2:00pm Exercise with Robyn and Max
2:30pm Esoteric Science
4:00pm Free Speech Television
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm Literati Scene
6:00pm Ville Pirates
6:30pm Youth Programing
7:00pm The Somerville Line
8:00pm Abugida TV
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm  Bate Papo com Shirley
11:00pm The Entertainer’s Show
Tuesday, February 10

7:00am The Struggle
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am The Struggle
10:00am Shrink Wrap
11:00am Wicked Sober
11:30am Ablevision
12:00pm The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm What the Fluff Festival?
2:00pm Art at SCATV
2:30pm Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
3:00pm Tele Galxie
4:00pm Ring of Fire (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer (L) 
5:30pm The Literati Scene
6:00pm Tails of the City
6:30pm Culture Club
7:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
7:30pm Greater Somerville (L)
8:00pm Dead Air Live 
9:00pm Energy Theater
11:00pm The David Pakman Show (Free Speech TV)

CITY TV 13/22

Wednesday, February 4

9:00am: Somerville By Design: Union Sq. Visioning
12:00pm: Highlander Forum
12:30pm: 2015 State of the City/Mid Term Ceremonies
1:45pm: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
2:00pm: Congressional Update
2:30pm: Somerville By Design: Union Sq. Visioning
6:30pm: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
7:30pm School Committee Meeting - LIVE

Thursday, February 5
12:00am: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
12:30am: MLK Day Celebration 
1:00am: Congressional Update
1:30am: Green Line Extension Funding Agreement
2:40am: SomerViva en Espanol
3:00am: Highlander Forum
9:00am: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
12:00pm: Senior Circuit 
12:30pm: Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults 
1:00pm: Somerville By Design: Winter Hill
2:00pm: State of the City/Mid Term Adresses
3:15pm: SomerViva em Portugues
6:30pm: Highlander Forum
7:00pm: School Committee Meeting – REPLAY

Friday, February 6
12:00am: SomerViva em Portugues
12:30am: Voices of Somerville
1:00am: Congressional Update
2:00am: 2015 State of the City/Mid Term Addresses
3:15am: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
9:00am: Highlander Forum 
12:00pm: Somerville By Design: Union Sq. Visioning
1:00pm: Connecting Communities – Recreation
1:30pm: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
2:00pm: Zoning Reform Workshop
3:30pm: Voices of Somerville
6:30pm: 2015 Organizational Meeting of BOA & 
School Committee
7:00pm: Somerville By Design: Winter Hill 
8:00pm: Connecting Communities - Recreation
8:30pm: Congressional Update
9:00pm: Zoning Reform Workshop
10:00pm: Voices of Somerville

Saturday, February 7
12:00am: 2015 Organizational Meeting of BOA
 & School Committee
1:00am: Connecting Communities - Recreation
1:30am: Somerville By Design: Winter Hill
2:30am: Highlander Forum
3:00am: Zoning Reform Workshop
9:00am: MLK Day Celebration
12:00pm: Highlander Forum
12:30pm: Connecting Communities – Recreation 
1:00pm: Somerville By Design: Winter Hill
2:30pm: Zoning Reform Workshop

4:00pm: Voices of Somerville
6:30pm: Zoning Reform Workshop
8:00pm Congressional Update 
8:30pm: Voices of Somerville
9:00pm: 2015 Organizational Meeting of BOA
 & School Committee
9:30pm: State of the City/Mid Term Addresses

Sunday, February 8
12:00am: Congressional Update
12:30am: Somerville By Design: Winter Hill
1:30am: Voices of Somerville
2:00am: 2015 Organizational Meeting of BOA
 & School Committee
2:30am: Zoning Reform Workshop
9:00am: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
12:00pm: Senior Circuit
12:30pm: Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00pm: MLK Day Celebration
3:00pm: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
3:30pm: Highlander Forum
6:30pm: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
7:00pm: Senior Circuit
7:30pm: Congressional Update
8:00pm: Voices of Somerville
8:30pm: School Committee Meeting – REPLAY 

Monday, February 9
12:00am: Senior Circuit
12:30am: Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00am: School Committee Meeting – REPLAY
9:00am: Green Line Extension Funding Agreement
12:00pm: School Committee Meeting – REPLAY
3:00pm: Voices of Somerville
7:00pm: SomerViva em Portugues
7:30pm: Somerville By Design: Union Sq. Visioning
9:00pm: Congressional Update
9:30pm: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
9:45pm: State of the City/Mid Term Addresses

Tuesday, February 10
12:00am: State of the City/ Mid Term Addresses
1:15am: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
1:30am: Congressional Update
2:00am: Green Line Extension Funding Agreement
3:10am: Voices of Somerville
9:00am: Somerville By Design: Winter Hill
12:00pm: Senior Circuit
12:30pm: Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00pm: MLK Day Celebration
3:00pm: SomerViva en Espanol
3:30pm: Voices of Somerville
4:00pm: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
7:00pm: Senior Circuit
7:30pm: Voices of Somerville
8:00pm: Aldermen at Work – Bob McWatters
8:30pm: School Committee Meeting – REPLAY
11:00pm: Highlander Forum
12:00am: Senior Circuit

12:30am: Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00am: Green Line Funding Announcement
2:00am: Voices of Somerville
2:30am: State of the City/Mid Term Ceremonies

EDUCATIONAL CHANNEL 15
Wednesday, February 4

9:00am: Capuano Kindergarten Winter Concert
10:00am: Highlander Forum - College Readiness
11:00am: All City Beginners Concert
12:00pm: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus
2:00pm: Our Schools, Our City -  Kindergarten
3:00pm: SHS Girls Baketball v Malden - 1/30
5:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Everett - 1/23
7:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody -LIVE
10:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody

Thursday, February 5
12:00am: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
2:00am: SHS Boys Basketball v Everett - 1/23
3:30am: SHS Basketball v Belmont @ TD Garden
9:00am: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Everett
10:30am: National Computer Science Week @ ESCS
11:00am: Somerville Recreation Kickoff 2015
11:30am: Connecting Communities - Recreation
12:00pm: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Cambridge 
3:00pm: Our Schools, Our City
3:30pm: Student of the Qtr -WHCS
4:30pm: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Medford - 1/13
6:30pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
8:30pm: Student of the Qtr -WHCS
9:00pm: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Cambridge 
11:00pm: Our Schools, Our City -  Kindergarten

Friday, February 6
12:00am: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
2:00am: SHS Hockey v Latin Academy - 1/24
9:00am: SHS Girls Baketball v Malden - 1/30
11:00am: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus
1:00pm: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Medford - 1/13
3:00pm: Argenziano School MLK Concert
4:00pm: Somerville Recreation Kickoff 2015
4:30pm: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus
6:30pm: Our Schools, Our City
7:00pm: SHS Girls Baketball v Malden - 1/30
9:00pm: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus

Saturday, February 7
12:00am: Argenziano School MLK Concert
1:00am: Somerville Recreation Kickoff 2015
1:30am: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus
3:30am: Our Schools, Our City
9:00am: SHS Boys Basketball v Everett - 1/23
10:30am: SHS Basketball v Belmont @ TD Garden
12:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
2:00pm: All City Beginners Concert
3:00pm: Our Schools, Our City
4:00pm: SHS Hockey v Methuen
6:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Everett - 1/23
7:30pm: SHS Basketball v Belmont @ TD Garden

9:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
11:00pm: All City Beginners Concert

Sunday, February 8

12:00am: SHS Hockey v Methuen
2:00am: Highlander Forum - College Readiness
2:30am: SHS Hockey v Gloucester - 1/19
9:00am: Our Schools, Our City -  Kindergarten
10:00am: SHS Hockey v Latin Academy - 1/24
11:30am: SHS Hockey v Gloucester - 1/19
1:00pm: SHS Hockey v Medford - 1/10
2:30pm: National Computer Science Week @ ESCS
3:00pm: Argenziano School MLK Concert
4:00pm: Connecting Communities - Recreation
4:30pm: Somerville Recreation Kickoff 2015
5:00pm: Our Schools, Our City -  Kindergarten
6:00pm: SHS Hockey v Latin Academy - 1/24
7:30pm: SHS Hockey v Gloucester - 1/19
9:00pm: SHS Hockey v Medford - 1/10
10:30pm: National Computer Science Week @ ESCS
11:00pm: Argenziano School MLK Concert

Monday, February 9

12:00am: Connecting Communities - Recreation
1:30am: SHS Hockey v Gloucester - 1/19
3:00am: SHS Hockey v Medford - 1/10
8:30am: Kindergarten Registration Info
9:00am: SHS Hockey v Cambridge
11:00am: Capuano Kindergarten Winter Concert
12:00pm: All City Beginners Concert
1:00pm: Our Schools, Our City
1:30pm: Connecting Communities - Recreation
2:00pm: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Medford - 1/13
4:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Everett - 1/23
5:30pm: Kindergarten Registration Info
6:00pm: SHS Hockey v Cambridge
7:30pm: Capuano Kindergarten Winter Concert
8:01pm: All City Beginners Concert
9:00pm: Our Schools, Our City
9:31pm: Connecting Communities - Recreation
10:00pm: SHS Girls’ Basketball v Medford - 1/13

Tuesday, February 10

12:00am: SHS Basketball v Belmont @ TD Garden
1:33am: SHS Boys Basketball v Arlington
3:10am: SHS Girls Hoopfest v Fontbonne
9:00am: Argenziano School MLK Concert
10:00am: All City Beginners Concert
11:00am: Our Schools, Our City
12:00pm: Connecting Communities - Recreation
1:00pm: SHS Hockey v Methuen
3:00pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Peabody
5:00pm: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus
7:00pm: SHS Girls Basketball v NDA-LIVE
10:00pm: SHS Girls Basketball v NDA
12:00am: SHS Girls Basketball v NDA
2:00am: SHS Girls Basketball v Saugus
4:00am: SHS Hockey v Latin Academy - 1/24
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I got the news famed Boston street artist Sidewalk Sam 
died. Here is an interview I conducted with him several 
years ago. Sam also talked about another figure who has 
passed away, the poet Jack Powers, found of Stone Soup 
Poets. Both men were great artists in their own regard, and 
great supporters of the arts. They will be sorely missed. 
____________________________________________

Sidewalk Sam is a Boston-based street artist who of-
ten uses sidewalks of the Hub as a canvas for his work. 
Sam believes in bringing art to the people through his 
sidewalk paintings, outreach, and through his organiza-
tion Art Street. So it seemed natural for Sam to be or-
ganizing a 70th birthday party for Boston’s poet of the 
people and founder of the venerable Stone Soup Poets. 
Stone Soup, since it was founded by Jack Powers on the 
foot of Beacon Hill in Boston in 1971, has been a ven-
ue for readings, and publishing. Powers and his band of 
brothers have published poetry books by folks like the 
San-Francisco poet and City Lights bookstore owner, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, and other known and unknown 
poets over the years. A slew of poets like Lyn Lifshin, 
Frannie Lindsay, Gregory Corso have read and passed 
through these poetic portals. And many more have got 
their first reading experience at this supportive venue. 
Currently, Stone Soup is housed at the Out of the Blue 
Gallery, 106 Prospect St., Cambridge, Mass., and meets 
at 8 p.m. I spoke with Sam on my Somerville Commu-
nity Access TV show Poet to Poet: Writer to Writer.

Doug Holder: I am told John Kerry discovered while 
you were painting on the street in Boston, and helped 
you get funding for your organization “Art Street.”

Sidewalk Sam: He said, “I want to connect you with a 
community group you could associate with.” He helped 
with Art Street, which is an association of artists, poets, 
actors, musicians, who go out to the streets of Boston to 
celebrate humankind.

DH: You are organizing a birthday party for Jack 
Powers, the founder of Stone Soup Poets. How does 
his mission does compare to yours?

SS: I am a voice crying in the desert, making straight 
to the way of the Lord. And in a way that “Lord” is 
Jack Powers. Let me explain to you the vital role he 
plays in the 21st century. Society – modern life – has 
been corrupted by commercialism and abstract giant 
powers working their will on we, the little people. A 
gentle giant began to fight out against this some forty 
or fifty years ago. A man named Jack Powers, who 
was born into the projects of Boston and had every 
disadvantage given to him, but yet he emerged as a 
holy man. A visionary, a poet, someone who sees the 
beauty in daily life. And he brought his poetry out so 
that he could celebrate all of us. He has been doing 
this celebration of “you and me” in his poetry for fifty 
years, without once thinking of personal gain, with-
out making it an advantage for him, without caring 
about his own future. He wanted to bring beauty into 
the world and notice and mark the goodness in peo-
ple. He has done this more completely than anyone 
I know in modern day life. He has it done it more 
than priests and nuns, philosophers, more than pol-
iticians. He brings a kind of “love” to “you and me” 
and into all the things he does. It is almost a religious 
experience. What I hope to do is pause on his 70th 
birthday and have all of us appreciate people like 
this. Jack has turned every little gesture of everyday 
life into a prayer.

DH: How did you first meet Jack?
SS: I was doing drawings of old master paintings on 

the sidewalk: Rembrandts, DiVinci and so forth. Jack 
was reading poets like Ferlinghetti, poets of the Beat 
Generation. We were both celebrating little acts of con-
sciousness in daily life, and we were drawn instantly 
to each other. This was some fifty years ago when we 
were both in our late teens. We did not know how to be 
“great”’ or “imposing” or make it into the cultural scene. 
We thought that being good and doing decent things 
was the way to go.

DH: You were the son of a Harvard professor. Jack 
was a son of the projects. Interesting chemistry for a 

friendship, no?
SS: But we noticed a similarity. Both of us were cast-

offs, but both of us were believers. I think of the early 
mystics, knowing their mission, and when they were in 
touch with a good human being.

DH: Can you talk about some of the projects you two 
have been involved with over the years?

SS: Oh, we had lovely projects. There was a dere-
lict entrance way in the North End that passed under 
the elevated expressway, only a few short years ago. 
The Freedom Trail passed under the expressway. It 
seemed to lose itself in the ghoulish land of the un-
derpass. The underpinnings of the expressway were 
dark and gooey, dripping and rusted. It was a scab on 
the city. I didn’t understand why such a place could 
exist in the entrance to the North End, one of the 
glorious parts of Boston. This was in the 80’s. We 
painted the underside of the overpass in bright blue. 
We painted gold stars on the ceiling and had cher-
ubs flying on the walls. We painted pillars as if they 
were important cathedral pillars. We painted the 
sidewalk—we put in flower boxes, we put paintings 
on the wall, we had poetry and music on the street. 
The underpass was turned into a delightful place and 
people in the North End loved it!

DH: Jack moved from Beacon Hill to the North End, 
right?

SS: Jack lived on Beacon Hill at a time when it was 
known as “Beatnik Hill.” He was gorgeous person in 
that area and era. He was a handsome and noble leader. 
Every inch a poet.

DH: Jack was known as a political and poetry activist. 
He established a food bank at Columbia Point, had po-
etry on the Boston Commons, started the Beacon Hill 
Free School, protested the Vietnam War, etc. But he is 
also a fine poet in his own right.

SS: I think he is a very good poet. His poetry has a 
strong sense of spirituality. He makes words special. He 
has the gift of having a large dramatic vision. But he has 
the ability to bring it down to the everyday. As an artist 
using the name “Jacques Debris,” a genius name, he has 
used all kinds of left over things on the street and turns 
them into art. He found a piece of white stone and put 
it on a pouch on a plaque. This is in my opinion is one of 
the most beautiful, insightful pieces of art in the city of 
Boston. Jack has expanded his art into the field of social 
responsibility.

DH: You talk about rampant commercialism in art 
today. Do you think artists are more careerist as op-
posed to the 60’s?

SS: People have always looked out for themselves as 
best they could. I think each “age” of people has people 
looking out for themselves. But what is unique about 
Jack is that he is almost a saint, in the way he doesn’t 
look out for himself. He is a holy fool. He is willing to 
preach to the birds and bees because there is glory in it. 
He has respect for humans on the tiniest level.

DH: I was surprised with all that Jack did over the 
years yet he never had a teaching position in a universi-
ty, etc. Do you think the “academy” didn’t know how to 
take him?

SS: This is the case. Because he wasn’t self-promoting, 
he runs the risk of passing away unknown. I think that 
would be enormous mistake.
____________________________________________

For more info about Jack Powers go to http://jackpowers-
poet.blogspot.com.

Endicott College poet Simrin Tamhane writes of hypocrisy, and 
writes about it with pith and wit.

What She Says.
 
She shares PETA’s posts on Facebook and calls
Herself an activist.
But she’s wearing UGG’s and a vintage leather jacket.
She cries over designers selling fur coats and hats
And then goes on to say “This is a pure Shahtoosh scarf,
That I got for my 16th.”
 
She says she loves animals but,
She forgets to feed her fish and
Instagram’s the guy’s funeral.
Hashtag poor baby I’ll miss you.
Rest in peace.
 
She claims to be vegetarian but
Forks up all my bacon.
She also says she loves my company
But I’m not too sure. 
 

— Simrin Tamhane
Endicott College ‘18

International Studies Major

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

The Pavement Picasso Celebrates 
the People’s Poet: Jack Powers

Interview with Sidewalk Sam

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Boston Celtics with 18

2.  The North End

3.  Paragon Park

4.  Pleasure Island in 
Wakefield

5.  The Green Bay Packers

6.  In Somerville, on Mid-
dlesex Ave.

7.  Baptist

8.  Vince Lombardi,   the 
Green Bay Packers’ coach 
in the 1960’s

9.  Steve Martin

10.  George Gershwin

11.  Sports Illustrated

12.  Stratosphere Casino, 
Hotel & Tower

From on page 14
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