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MO l lN' I ! ‘ 7ERNON Outdoor seating available in our spacious tent.
Limited inside dining available.

RESTAURANT Atradition of fine foods since 1935 Kitchen Hours: Sun-Wed 11:30am to 8:30pm e Thurs-Sat 11:30am to 9:00pm

14 Broadway, Somerville MA 617-666-3830 For delivery, please visit doordash.com
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Urban Design Commission reviews plans
for proposed construction, renovations

Familiar old
wive's tales
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‘The Urban Design Commission is currently considering approval plans for a multi-unit building for 73 Sum- ="
mer Street, which is currently the location of a now closed service station. — Photo by Bobbie Toner dlspensary for three years, Continued on page 4

By Max Eidelman

The city’s Urban Design Commission met on
Y Tuesday, January 26, to approve new rules and
L regulations, as well as listen to presentations re-
garding proposed unit developments.

Among the new rules and regulations, which
were unanimously approved, is a revision con-

cerning the high-rise district that now allows
for 7-story buildings in the affordable-housing
overlay. This is intended to “maximize the build-
out potential of those buildings to maximize
the amount of affordable housing that they pro-
duce.” Other revisions were addressed but the

bulk of the meeting focused on proposed build-

ing developments.

The architect of the medical marijuana facili-
ty on 67 Broadway, Revolutionary Clinics, dis-
cussed proposed changes to the building. The

building has functioned as a medical marijuana

Another reopening
at last
page 6

Cracking down
on Amazon
page 11

Artistic inspiration from Somerville
for Argenziano students

Argenziano School art teacher Diana Taremi
says, “We are spending a lot of time in our
homes, walking on our own blocks and spend-
ing time in our communities right now because
of the pandemic.” Taremi draws on her decades
of teaching experience to engage her students
in exciting projects within the remote learning
environment.

Last fall, Taremi directed students to a vid-
eo about fine artist Romare Bearden. One of
Bearden’s most famous pieces is The Block,
which celebrates his vibrant street in Harlem,
NYC street in 1971 and its African American
residents.

Taremi asked 7th and 8th graders to use The
Block as style and content inspiration to portray
their own neighborhoods. She told students to
get out and take a look at familiar buildings on

their blocks, such as store fronts, restaurants,

garages, and residential buildings. She told

them to think about the people living around

them and to contemplate what Continued on page 14 Diana Taremi.

Layla, from the Argenziano School, contributed this piece of artwork to the project directed by art teacher

Call Bobbie or email to learn
about this advertising special!

Bring business back [ffsGreen & Yellow Cab

Serving Somerville & Surrounding Areas!

- Y
to your business! 617-628-0600  617-625-5000

Reach out to local customers who want to support
local businesses. We can help you do that with our
bring back business ad specials.

Proud to be a Somerville resident

OPEN 24-HOURS
A DAY!
Logan reservations our specialty - Call 3 days in advance to book your trip. Please don’t drink and drive.

T.J.SILLARI, INC. .0
[ | [ | y m Experience
Plumbing e Heating ¢ Gas Fitting ¢ Industrial Work e Water Heater Replacement ¢ Complete Drain Service

bobbie@thesomervilletimes.com Residential - Industrial - Commercial
617-666-4010

24 hour GPS automated
dispatching system

We'll get you home safely.

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106
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P NEWSTALK
Y

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

Mayor Joe Curtatone announced that certain Phase 3 Step 1
businesses, including fitness clubs and gyms, may once again
open in Somerville as of Monday, February 1, the same day
that related rollbacks will end in Boston, and one week after
early closing requirements were lifted statewide by Governor
Baker. Businesses impacted by recent activity rollbacks and
restrictions on operating hours may also revert to Somerville
pre-rollback operating hours, which allow outdoor seating
until 11:30 p.m.

KEAEAXKAAX KA AKX KA AKX KA AX XA AKX KA Ak XKk
It's always good to keep in mind how important it is for us
to keep supporting the city’s economy by shopping local, even
during these difficult times. Although reopening is gradually
unfolding at a measured pace, Somerville still has a lot to of-
fer. So let’s give back to those merchants who have stuck it out
through all this by giving them our business whenever we can.

AXXXXXXEEE AR Ak kkkkkhhhkhkkkkkkk
Vaccination information is changing quickly. The city is go-
ing to keep sending out weekly emails, which will include vac-
cine information, but if you want the latest news, here are two
sites to check frequently: The state’s COVID vaccine website
is updated often with statewide information: https://www.
mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-covid-19-vaccina-
tion-data-and-updates. Visit somervillema.gov/covidvaccine
for general vaccine updates, info sessions, FAQs, and more
localized updates as they become available. To find out when
and where you can get vaccinated, visit mass.gov/covidvac-
cine. Your primary care physician or health provider may also
have guidance for you.

% % 3k 3k ok ok ok Kok ok ok ke ok ke ke ok ke ke ok ke k ok k ke k ok
Happy birthday this week to the following: Happy birthday
to John Arvantis, who is celebrating this week. Also, happy
birthday to a good guy, Jason Ribeiro. We hope he has a great
day this week. Happy birthday to our good friend and a great
guy, Bob McWatters. We wish him the best and hope he

has a great day. Also celebrating this week,  Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of February 3 — February 9 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION  HUMIDITY  WIND
‘;ZZ‘:::::;V Snow 35°/26° 32% 19%  NW 11 mph
;';:::‘;‘}‘/’4 Sunny 36°/22° 5% 8%  WNW 13mph
Friday . /90 0 0

by 5 Rain 42°/32 4% 23% S 9 mph
ISE:;]"'_[’::: ] Rain 38°/25° 37% 21%  WSW 12 mph
Sunday 0n00

February 7 Snow 39°/29 32% 19% W 10 mph
';’:;}':::‘r'y ; Snow 33°/19° 48% 27%  WNW 13mph
Tuesday 0 0no 0 0

February 9 Partly Cloudy 30°/20 16% 9% W 15 mph

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Parking removal plan on College Ave. and
Holland St. disastrous to Davis Sq.

Resident says:

I travel to Davis several times a week to frequent small businesses there — by bus, and then on foot.
The plan is to add both bus and bike lanes. There is actually evidence from other cities that im-
proving the pedestrian experience and adding bike lanes has a positive effect on sales tax receipts.
Why? Because if you can walk or bike easily in a pleasant environment, you're more likely to go
more often. People speed crazily down Holland Avenue as it is — it is wide and has tons of parking.
There are limited pedestrian crossings, and it is already tough to get around Davis on foot without
the amount of car traffic. Making it a more pleasant place to walk around and travel to without

having to find parking will help businesses, not hurt them.

Somerville Residence says:

By no means will improved bicycling facilities bring more business to Davis Sq.

It will sutly destroy the business , If you check statics i am sure that most people entering Davis
sq. for dinner ,shopping or doctors appointments, the movies theater come by car. when was the
last time anyone took there bike to the movie theater?

Most people biking are just passing thru the square! In these tough time small business are going

thru shouldn’t we be encouraging business to the square and not hindering it Enough !

Jeff Byrnes says:

Seriously? Rather than increase safety, and the ability for folks to walk, bike, scooter, bus ride into
Davis, you want to preserve parking? Cars do not buy things. Cars use valuable public space for
private use. Cars are dangerous & polluting. We need to prioritize safety and sustainability, and
plenty of data shows us that removing parking is the best thing to do not only for those goals, but

for businesses, too!

Ted says:

Maybe those intrepid individuals who planned and monitored the construction of the Red Line
T stop and the walkable blocks around it were on to something: transit riders, pedestrians, and
cyclists are the lifeblood of the city.“People and progress” did not come to Davis because it’s a great
place to park a car. The city’s plan builds on what makes Davis successful, and if anything could go
further to make sure space is used economically productive way (mobility improvements to bring

more people to the square) instead of a wasteful way (parking).

TheoNa says:

It's speculation on my part but I can't help wondering if the intent is to make the one to two story
buildings financially unfeasible so that they're sold to developers and razed to make way for larger

buildings.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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Life in the

SThe Spirit of America *

I grew up in Somer-

ville with second

generation  Italian
parents. My friends
were of many differ-
ent ethnicities and

most of our grand-

parents were, as they
said, "Off the boat," a term I never liked.

We were pretty close to our grandpar-
ents both location wise and emotionally.
My mother could speak Italian but my
dad was fluent. Dad was the first one in
the family to be born in America shortly
after the family arrived. I heard a lot of
strange stories about customs, traditions
and superstitions.

Whenever I got a new car my Aunt
Olga would put quarters under the floor
mats. This is one of the traditions or old
wives tales that have been passed down.

Some more Italian beliefs are never put

shoes on a table, never throw away bread

or olive oil, never give an odd amount

by Jimmy Del Ponte

Old wives tales?

of roses, never put hats on the bed, and
always put money in a purse if it's a gift.
Whoever finds a baby's first tooth has to
buy the first pair of walking shoes. And
the Grand No-no of them all, hanging
red peppers on your door to protect the
home, from Malocchio, or the curse and
of the evil eye.

I asked my Somervlle friends with Ital-
ian families to share some old wives tales
that they grew up with. Below is a blend
of those memories.

Never put coats on a bed. Don't ever
have birds as pets, and if a bird comes
through your window it means death.

It's bad luck to change the calendar to
the new month before the first day.

If a fork falls on the kitchen floor, a lady
will come to visit. If a spoon falls it means
a man will visit. Biting your hand shows
disapproval, along with the usual univer-
sal hand signs, and if you spill salt, you
have to toss some over your left shoulder.

Never put the bread on the table good
side down. A friend's aunt would put an
extra pair of comfortable shoes in the cas-
ket for them to change into in Heaven.
Don't pass a baby over the table. Sprin-
kle salt on the doorway before entering a
new home. Never pick up a new car on
a Friday. Yes, can't have pictures of birds
on playing cards or pictures, we call it red
sauce, never gravy, and garlic everywhere!

To wrap it up, this is from a lady I grad-

O'Donovan Law Office
741 Broadway

Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

Specializing in:

e Zoning/Permitting

e Real Estate

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

o Estate ﬁ}anning/Wills
& Trusts

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

uated High school with: "My nonno

hung a horseshoe over the door and hung
a string of garlic to keep away the evil eye.
Thanks to my pisans for chiming in.

Auntie Olga put the quarters under the
mats of our 2003 SUV when we bought
it new. My kids, their friends, my aunts,
and three different bands were all chauf-
feured around in that SUV for 16 years.
We put almost 200,000 miles on it and
thank God we were kept safe.

Since Auntie isn't around anymore, her

mats of my son’s first car.

Do I believe in old wives tales? Some of
them. One piece of folklore I don't mess
with is the aforementioned Malocchio
(mal-bad, occhio-eye), or the evil eye.
It's the most serious of all Italian cus-
toms and curses that can cause physical
pain and misfortune. I have a disturbing
story about a real Italian curse that actu-
ally happened. If I get the guts, I'll share
it another time. Meanwhile, I'm going to
hang some fresh garlic on the front door

daughter, my cousin Carol, will do the because I used what was there for sauce

honors and place the quarters under the last Sunday. Go Bucs!

COVID-19 MOBILE TESTING

Thursday, February 4, 3:00 p.m.

The mobile testing unit will accept patients by appointment at roaming lo-
cations. You must call one of the phone numbers below to make an appoint-
ment during regular City Hall business hours (Monday-Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
- 4:30 p.m.; Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.).

Please leave a message if no one answers.

Administrative Record Available for
the Conway Park Site Removal Action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announces that the
Administrative Record for the removal action at the Conway Park Site,
Somerville, MA, is available for review. EPA seeks to inform the public
of the availability of the Administrative Record and to encourage the
public to review and comment on it. The removal action includes (but
is not limited to) a combination of excavation and disposal, and
capping of soils contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
and lead.

The Administrative Record is the collection of documents that formed
the basis for the selection of a removal action at the site. Documents
in the Administrative Record include the Site Investigation Closure
Memorandum and the Action Memorandum.

The Administrative Record file is available for review at the:
e U.S. EPA Records Center, 5 Post Office Square,

Suite 100, Boston, MA, 02109-3912, (617) 918-1440,
by appointment; or on-line at http:/semspub.epa.gov.

e  Somerville Public Library, 79 Highland Avenue,
Somerville, MA, 02143, (617) 623-5000,
https://www.somervillepubliclibrary.org.

Written comments on the Administrative Record file should be sent
to: On-Scene Coordinator Gary Lipson, at lipson.gary@epa.gov; or at
Mail Code 02-2, U.S. EPA Region |, 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100,
Boston, MA, 02109-3912. Comments should be sent to the On-Scene
Coordinator within 30 days of this announcement.
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By Jim Clark

The gift cards that keep on giving

Somerville Police officers were
dispatched to the Walgreens
Family =~ Company—Pharmacy
Store on McGrath Hwy, last
week on reports of larceny. Po-
lice were informed that the sus-
pect, Terrell Dorest, of Medford,
who was an employee, was in the
office with manager.

Upon arrival, the officers met
with asset protection manager,
the store manager, and Dorest.
The asset protection manag-
er informed them that she had
been assigned to investigate a

series of money shortages that

have taken place at the store
since the beginning of Decem-
ber 2020.

She further explained that
when she looked into the mat-
ter, she observed several trans-
actions where money was taken
out of the cash register and load-
ed into gift cards, which caused
money to be missing from the
cash register at the end of the
business day.

The asset protection manager
also stated that she and the store
manager met with Dorest and
confronted him, at which time

he reportedly confessed to tak-
ing the money.

The asset protection manager
provided the officers with a vol-
untary statement form complet-
ed by Dorest, where he stated in
part, T have took $8,450 from
the store because i am struggling
with rent, my girlfriend is preg-
nant and needs money for abor-
tion." Dorest also wrote that "we
needed to get an abortion which
costs $1,000."

This statement was signed by
Dorest, with the asset protec-
tion manager and store manager

also signing as witnesses.

The asset protection man-
ager also provided the officers
with a copy of an Agreement
to Repay form.

The officers asked the asset
protection manager how she
was able to attach the suspect
to cash shortage, and she stat-
ed that all store employees have
a distinctive and unique store
identification number. She pro-
vided the officers with a docu-
ment that shows all the trans-
actions performed by Dorest
from December 2, 2020 to Jan-

uary 24, 2021. The document
showed a shortage of cash to-
taling $ 8,450.

The

placed Dorest under arrest on a

officers  subsequently
charge of larceny over $1,200.

Per his request, the officers
allowed Dorest to call his gitl-
friend. While on the phone,
the suspect stated, in part, "I
did something stupid. I'm real-
ly sorry. I have to deal with the
consequences”.

Dorest was then transported
to Somerville Police Headquar-
ter for booking.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Help Keep Somerville Safe!

The City of Somerville has launched phone lines that residents can call to listen to recorded
updates on COVID-19 vaccine information. Five lines, each with a different language, are
available. Because vaccination information is changing rapidly, these lines will be updated
frequently and will only provide the latest information. For additional vaccine information,
sign up for City alerts and visit the websites listed below.

-
City of Somerville launches call-in lines for COVID-19 vaccine information

~

Vaccine Info Line numbers:
English Vaccine Info Line: 617-591-3251
Spanish Vaccine Info Line: 617-591-3252

\_

Portuguese Vaccine Info Line: 617-591-3253
Haitian Creole Vaccine Info Line: 617-591-3254
Nepali Vaccine Info Line: 617-591-3255
Useful Covid-19 Vaccine Websites:

Sign up for vaccine and covid alerts:

The State’s www.mass.gov/covidvaccine website is updated often with statewide information. Visit it to find out when and where you can get vaccinated.

Visit www.somervillema.gov/covidvaccine for general vaccine updates, info sessions, FAQs, and more localized updates as they become available.

You can sign up for COVID-19 and general City alerts via phone, text, and email at www.somervillema.gov/alerts; make sure to sign up for each method you can receive.
If you would like to sign up for occasional vaccine updates by phone, visit www.somervillema.gov/covidvaccine.

J

Urban Design Commission reviews plans for proposed construction,

renovations

CONT. FROM PG 1

but the new changes are in-
tended to convert the garage in
the back of the building, which
is essentially unused at the
moment, into an area for adult
recreational use.

The goal is for Revolutionary
Clinics to function as both a
medical facility in the front, and
a recreational facility in the back.
The Commission supports the
general direction of the plan but
offered some recommendations,

one of which is that the new re-
visions need to incorporate some
screening in the back for discre-
tion, considering that the build-
ing borders on a residential area.

As Revolutionary Clinics is one
of the leading medical marijuana
dispensaries in the state, it is an
exciting prospect for the city that
its Somerville location may soon
start to incorporate a responsible
recreational option for adults.
The Commission and architect

spoke about other revisions to
the site plan, which are to be re-
visited at the next meeting.
Another presentation at the
meeting showcased the pro-
posed project for 73 Summer
Street, which is currently host to
an out-of-business gas station.
While almost anything would
be an improvement to the lot’s
current condition, the proposed
building should turn out to be
quite an addition to the Spring

Hill neighborhood.

The plan is to construct a
3-story residential building with
a mixture of studio, 1-person,
2-person and 3-person units. As
mentioned in the presentation, a
work-from-home station is part
of the design plan as well, which
reflects the reality that we can
expect to start seeing the mani-
festation of “new-normalcy”’

The design plan also incorpo-
rates plants and vegetation, a

bike-station, and there is even
potential for solar panels, all
of which lends credence to the
Commission’s remark that the
proposed building “isn’t real-
ly like any other residential
buildings in Somerville” The
Commission seemed quite ex-
cited about the prospects of
this project, and another pre-
sentation with further develop-
ments is expected to be part of
the next meeting.
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Somerville City Council meeting update

By Joe Creason

On Thursday January 28, the
Somerville City Council held a
regular meeting via teleconfer-
ence in accordance with Govern
Baker’s executive order in re-
gards to the Open Meeting Law.

The City Council meeting
began with a series of remem-
brances for recently deceased
residents. After the memorial-
izations, there were several in-
frastructure items on the agenda
to determine the maintenance
of roads, including the installa-
tion of conduit and manholes
at Somerville Avenue, Prospect
Street and Medford Street.

The City Councilors then went

on to discuss complications
around personnel appointments
and hiring confirmations. In
December 2019, the Somerville
Police Department made a re-
quest to increase the number of
vacancies on the Reserve Police
Officer list from 10 to 16 in an-
ticipation of projected SPD re-
tirements as well as withdrawal
of candidates from the reserve
list. The expansion of the reserve
list was approved and many in-
terviews of the candidates have
been conducted.

According to Ward 2 Coun-
cilor Jefferson Thomas Scott,
the City Council had previous-
ly asked that the reserve list be
eliminated, noting that under

Civil Service, the city must state
the number of vacancies to be
filled but that requirement does
not apply to a reserve list. He be-
lieves that using a discretionary
number can lead to manipula-
tion of the reserve list in order to
get to particular individuals on
that list.

The Mayor’s Office made a re-
quest asking for the allocation
of $130,853 from the medical
marijuana stabilization fund for
the purpose of substance use
prevention as well as parent/
student education. The money
would go towards a substance
use prevention counselor for the
youth, overdose prevention/nar-
can training and community ed-

ucation on adult-use marijuana.

A meeting order was brought
forward to address the issue of
fraudulent websites posing as
the online menu for order out
restaurants, The websites direct
potential customers to a pro-
fessional looking copy of the
restaurants online menu. This
fraudulent menu belongs to a
third party who then takes a
cut of the order and charges the
restaurant a significant fee. The
Council stated that they would
get this issue to appropriate
committee for finding solutions
to the problem.

Major expansions to the Ro-
dent Control Assistance pro-
gram will now be implemented

moving forward. The program
was created to combat the
growth in Somerville’s rampant
rodent population. Non-owner
occupied buildings are now be-
ing included as eligible for the
program, leaving less places in
the city for pests to hide. City
Councilors felt it was essential
that the Communications De-
partment inform residents as
part of a social media and PSA
campaign.

“The rodent and pest problem
is at an incredible level, so I ap-
preciate that this expansion is
happening and I want to high-
light for everyone at home that
this is a matter of public health”
Councilor Scott said.

co-morbidities, will be eligible in the near future.

take several weeks to get one. A call center option for vaccine appointments will be launched soon.

( SCES providing rides to vaccination sites for older adults

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services (SCES) is offering free transportation, via one of SCES’ transportation providers, for local older adults to nearby COVID-19
vaccination sites. SCES is encouraging those who are eligible to get vaccinated, and we do not want transportation to be an obstacle for the people we serve. If you are an
older adult (age 60 and up) from Cambridge or Somerville, and you need a ride to your vaccination site, please give us a call!
We ask that you call well ahead of the appointment, so that we can connect you with a transportation option, and you can plan the most convenient travel time for your-
self. Masks will be required during transportation. Currently, individuals 75 and older are eligible. Those who are between 65 and 74 years of age, and those who have

Visit the State’s website at www.mass.gov/coronavirus for the latest information on eligibility and vaccine sites. All locations currently require appointments, and it may

For more information about the SCES vaccination transportation program, or to register for a ride, call SCES at 617-628-2601 or email info@eldercare.org.

Dorothy/s Comer

Truffles

One of the most expensive delica-
cies in the world is the white truf-
fle, at an approximate retail price of
$3,424/1b., that's a whopping $214
per oz. (https://truffle.farm/truf-
fle_prices.html).

The white truffle is smooth and has
a slight yellow tinge and is found in
the Piedmont region of Italy. (https://
untolditaly.com/truffles-in-italy/)
Opverall, the majority of truffles are
found in Italy and France.

One of the most highly sought af-
ter truffles is the black truffle found
in Villefranche-du-Perigord. These
are the most popular, however, these
small delights may be found in other
places, including the United States.
Check out the truffles of Sonoma,
California  (https://www.kj.com/
blog/kendall-jackson-truffle-harvest).

Truflles are expensive because they
are hard to find and are seasonal. To
“sniff” out these subterranean tubers,
pigs were used in the past to dig them
up. But the pigs would eat them be-
fore the hunters could get the truffles.
Now, it is very common to use dogs to
find them.

There is an abundance of infor-
mation out there regarding the dif-
ferent types of truffles, where they

grow, and the times of year they can
be found. Check out these links for
the history of the truffle. (http://
www.trufflespecialty.com/en/truf-
fles.html) and (http://www.nerodi-
cognaro.com/en/truffle-world/his-
tory-of-truffle/)

So, if you never had the pleasure of
trying truffles because of price or the
very short shelf life, there are some
products out there that you can pur-
chase for a fraction of the cost that do
have a longer shelf life.

Truffle butter is a great way to get
that truffle flavor and the leftovers
can be frozen for up to a year if
stored properly. Then there’s truffle
salt, one of my favorite flavorings
for roasted potatoes. The salt will
last long past the expiration date if
stored in the refrigerator.

I'm sure most people have heard
about truffle oil. But when it comes
to truffle oil, you may not be getting a
real truffle infused flavor, but a flavor
produced in a lab. Check out this arti-
cle about what to look for when put-
chasing oil (https://www.eataly.com/
us_en/magazine/culture/truth-truf-
fle-oil-urbani/).

And one last thing I would like to
mention, the first time I had truffle
balsamic vinegar I was in Florence,

Italy. As I was meandering down the
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side streets by the Piazza di Santa
Croce, I came upon a little special-
ty oil and wine shop called Italian
Loves. They had a sign out front of-
fering free wine tastings. Of course,
I just had to check it out. Not only
did I get to try fantastic wines, but
they also offered tastings of other
specialty items including truffle bal-
samic vinegar. What a game chang-
er! This was one of the best things
I have tasted in a while. Needless to
say, I filled a box of items and had it
shipped back home. I used that truf-

fle balsamic vinegar on everything!
Vanilla ice cream with strawberries, a
caprese salad, and with a charcuterie
platter, drizzled over some Pecorino.
Definitely a tasty treat.

And if you decide to purchase whole
truffles, I highly recommend a truffle
slicer. This allows for very thin slices
over your risotto, or scrambled eggs.
But if you have a mandolin, that will
also work well.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-

marzo2002.wix.
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Somerville’s reopening returned to limited Phase 3 Step 1 status

Mayor Joe Curtatone has announced that certain Phase 3 Step 1 businesses, including fitness clubs and
gyms, may once again open in Somerville as of Monday, February 1, the same day that related rollbacks
will end in Boston, and one week after early closing requirements were lifted statewide by Governor
Baker. Businesses impacted by recent activity rollbacks and restrictions on operating hours may also
revert to Somerville pre-rollback operating hours, which allow outdoor seating until 11:30 p.m.

“This statewide and local easing of restrictions is informed by declining case and hospitalization rates
in the Commonwealth and region,” said Doug Kress, Director of Health and Human Services. “The
COVID-19 threat however remains concerning. All community members are still urged to keep stick-
ing with the safety measures. Always wear a face mask, made of two or more layers, when in public over
both your nose and mouth. Stay at least 6 feet away from others. Don't share your air: avoid crowded
indoor spaces, and always wash or sanitize your hands often, don't touch your face, and if you feel unwell,
stay home and ask your healthcare provider if you should be tested for COVID-19.

As noted in the order being issued by the Mayor and the Board of Health, all businesses seeking to open must have a city-compliant health and safety plan and meet strin-
gent COVID-19 safety requirements. The requirements, which are designed to decrease the risk of virus transmission, include all requirements in the State's COVID-19
Order #59 as well as measures that exceed those standards noted in an Appendix to the order. Weather permitting, the city continues to encourage and support outdoor
alternatives as additional safer options for gyms and fitness centers.

The return to Somerville’s Limited Phase 3 Step 1 status will remain in effect until further notice.
Businesses eligible to reopen in Somerville on February 1 include:

+ fitness facilities and health clubs including gyms, yoga studios, and other fitness centers;
+ motion picture and television streaming productions;
+ martial arts and dance facilities;

+ non-athletic instructional classes (such as arts, music, language, etc., classes)

Indoor recreational facilities with city approved health and safety plans, which include business-specific occupancy thresholds and other restrictions, will be allowed to
reopen under those plans. Movie theaters will remain closed until further notice.

Somerville safety requirements and enforcement that exceed State guidelines include:
To ensure capacity limits are not exceeded, businesses must require patrons to register in advance for specific classes or time slots, including for open gym time.

All businesses must submit a health and safety plan to the city, which must meet all minimum requirements for their business category. Plans must be approved by In-
spectional Services, and must be available at all times to patrons and the public. Plan templates and requirements are available at somervillema.gov/phase3reopening. Due
to the risk of aerosol transmission of the virus, all businesses must adhere to COVID-19 safety recommendations for air quality management issued by ASHRAE, the

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers. (See pages 9 and 10 of the linked ASHRAE report.)

Capacity must be limited to 10 or fewer people including staff at any given time for martial arts and dance facilities, non-athletic instructional classes, and motion picture
and television streaming productions.

Inspectional Services will carry out spot checks and respond to complaints. city staff will support businesses in maintaining compliance, but in cases of willful disregard
and endangerment of public safety, individual closures may be ordered.

Stricter local gathering limits remain in place: No more than 10 inside or outside

Somerville also continues to hold the limit on attendance at gatherings to stricter levels than the Commonwealth with no more than 10 persons allowed indoors or out-
doors until further notice. Again, this applies to both indoor and outdoor gatherings of any kind unless otherwise specifically permitted in city activity-specific guidelines.
Additional opening and restriction reminders

Phase 3 Health and Human Services categories opened in Somerville according to statewide plans on July 6. Capacity limits on all noted business sectors are reduced to
25% in Somerville, per Governor Baker’s Order #62, dated January 21, 2021. Regulations currently in place for Somerville youth and adult league sports remain the same.
Businesses seeking COVID-19 related information and resources are encouraged to visit www.somervillema.gov/covidbizhelp.

- J

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or
staff. Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to News@TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway, Somerville,
MA 02144. The Somerville Times Reserves the right to edit letters for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact information. Contact information will not
be shared with the public. We look forward to hearing from you.

Dear Editor,

Jack Connolly’s letter last week highlights
the conflict between the parking and the
bike lobbies, both of which want to use
the streets to their ends. The restaurants
in Davis Square would like to have the
outside dining extended — so would their
customers. The “experiment” of last sum-
mer and fall worked. Trafhic still moved
and pedestrians were safer because the
traffic was calmer. Taking parking spac-

es for outside dining has an impact, but

it serves customers. Taking parking for
bike lanes and peak hour bus lanes makes
cycling easier and safer and is helpful for
bus commuters.

We need a trade-off, it should not be
one or the other, why not both?

I recall some time back there was a
thought of a multistory parking station
in Davis on the Herbert/Day Sts. lot.
We have city parking in the Grove St lot,
in the (old) Rite-Aid/community path
lot and Herbert / Day St. The ward 6

councilor ventured a while back that a

structure on the Herbert / Day Sts. lot
for program use including the Farmer’s
Market would be a good idea. Why not
a 3 story parking lot that could have the
farmer’s market at grade level once a week
and parking the rest of the time? Then
you could have both the bike lanes and
the extended outdoor dining (with calm-
er traffic and better pedestrian safety)
and stimulate business.

Davis serves more than just the local
citizens. People come from all over to

the Somerville Theatre and the special-

ty stores. Davis also is the biggest golden
egg the city has as a tax revenue base, de-
spite its run down condition from lack of
maintenance. The zoning predicates more
commercial (as apart from retail service)
and this is where a parking station could
reap benefits for the city. Daytime use to
accommodate cars for commercial office
expansion and evening and weekend use

for restaurant / bar / theatre use.

Alan Bingham
Somerville

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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COMMENTARY

lllustrated by Jim Clark

To park or not to park.

Our View Of The Times

Arguments both for and against elimi-
nating a certain number of street parking
spaces in the Davis Sq. area to make way
for bike lanes have been heating up lately.
Many of the points being made on each
side make sense, and it is clear that some
kind of a compromise would be ideal, if
such a thing is possible.

On the one hand, those opposed to
the plan cite the fact that businesses in

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

the area already hard hit by restrictions
imposed due to COVID-19 mitigation
measures would take an even harder hit
if the parking spaces in question were
eliminated. They posit that the decrease
in motorist accessibility and the increase
in cycling traffic would impact their reve-
nues negatively, that many of those biking
through won't be stopping to buy.

On the other hand, proponents of the

plan dispute this, saying that a customer
arriving on a bicycle is still a customer,
no matter what the means of conveyance.
That in fact, a cyclist rolling through the
square at a slower pace than a motorist
might be even more motivated to stop
off at a store or eatery because they are
actively taking in the immediate environ-
ment a bit more attentively.

Many other arguments going both ways

have been mentioned, but a final decision
needs to be made, one that will be regard-
ed as fair and beneficial to all concerned.

One of the better ideas put forward
would be the installation of a multi-lev-
el parking facility near the square, along
with going ahead with the new bike lanes.
This seems reasonable, but will the city
have the will and the funds to pursue it?
Only time will tell.

Steve DeCarlo, who serves the city so
well as its Director of City Cable Op-
erations. Happy birthday to a young
lady who grew up here and works at
Endicott College, Eleanor Pye. We
hope she has a great day as well. We
wish all of our Facebook friends, such
as Sarah Martino, Alan Carvalho,
Carolyn Dacey Corbett, Amy Ferrei-
ra, Jill Koerber and Joan Marshall, a
very happy birthday. We hope everyone
has a great day. To all the others we may
have missed, we sincerely wish them the
very best of birthdays.

ER R R R R R R R S PP EEE R R R R R R R R R R
Our deepest condolences go out to the
Moccia family. The matriarch of the
family, Rosa Moccia, passed away on
Monday, February 1. She was a won-
derful person, always had a smile on her
face and people would line up to enjoy
her home cooked meals at Victor's Deli.
She will be greatly missed by many.

ER R R R R R R R S P TR R R R R R R R R R R
There is a job opening for a Culinary Co-
ordinator for the Nibble Program. The
deadline to apply is February 8. This is
an exciting career opportunity for some-
body passionate about food, culture, and
community. Nibble is a unique program
highlighting Somerville's vibrant immi-

grant communities through food. The
Nibble Program and Nibble Kitchen
have been locally and nationally recog-
nized. To apply go to the city's website:
https://www.somervillema.gov/depart-
ments/personnel.
KhkkAkkAkkhhkkhhkhkhhkhhkhkbhkhhhhkhhhkk
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone’s midterm
address, originally scheduled for Febru-
ary 3, has been postponed. A new date
for when residents can tune in to see the
speech will be announced soon.
KhkkAkkAkkhhkkhhkhkhhkhhkhkbhkhhhhkhhhkk
With support from Somerville Health
Foundation, Mystic Learning Cen-
ter, Somerville Education Fund and
Media Center, Youth-
Stream will host a youth-led, peer-or-

Somerville

ganized Among Us Tournament from
February 16 to 19. This tournament is
free to enter for young people ages 13-19
in the Greater Somerville area, and will
offer cash prizes in several categories, in-
cluding several that do not require skill
or prior game experience in order to win.
Participant Registration Form - Among
Us Tournament Winter 2021: hetps://
forms.gle/YNavmTFpCLwKm9sZ7.
YouthStream is also recruiting youth
Moderators who want to earn paid sti-
pends for completing projects such as

organizing virtual events and producing
live streams. YouthStream Moderator
Application Form - Peer Leader Pro-
gram 2021: https://forms.gle/BcX-
juE9QEjj2aTve8. Finally, if you have
not already joined YouthStream's Dis-
cord Server, click this link to check out
what's going on at the Villeside Digital
Cultural Center and get connected for
all future events: https://discord.gg/
AxUnJdU3NE.

ER R R R R R R S P TR R R R R R R R R R R R
There are still several opportunities to
attend virtual open house events before
enrolling your student in Somerville
Public Schools. #ICYMI there are new
materials from events held earlier and
you can read through for more infor-
mation about schools. Visit the Open
Houses webpage to learn more: https://
somerville.k12.ma.us/openhouses.

kEhkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhhkkkhkrhhhkhkhkkhhkkk
New Winter Learn-To-Skate classes
for children, ages 4 to 18 at the local ice
rink in Somerville, Classes at the Found-
ers Memorial Rink, 581 Somerville Av-
enue in Somerville, start February 14,
at 2:00pm for 5 weeks. Use figure, rec-
reational or hockey skates. Beginner, in-
termediate and advanced classes taught.
For information and to register, call Bay

State Skating School at 781-890-8480
or visit online at www.BayStateSkating-
School.org. Bay State Skating School is
compliant with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Covid-19 guidelines. The
number of students allowed on the ice
will be limited.
AXXXXXXA AL LA A A AR AR AR AR A XXX XX XXX
Somerville's Winter Farmer’s Mar-
ket takes place Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.
— 1:00 p.m., through April 10, at 191
Highland Ave. Offering the best locally
grown and produced agricultural items
and more. Online pre-order market
with a small outdoor "live" shopping
market. They offer a diverse range of
local and New England produce, as well
as cheese, eggs, meats, fish, breads, pas-
tries, chocolate, and wine. They feature
rotating guest vendors each week, as
well as live entertainment and activi-
ties. Check out the schedule and map
here:  http://maps.managemymarket.
com/1610. They accept SNAP/EBT,
CREDIT and DEBIT cards. $10
SNAP match for EBT customers. For
market information visit: http://www.
somwintermarket.org.
AXXXXXXA AL LA LA AR AR AR ARk XXX XXX XXX

Apply for small business relief funds.
The Clty of Somerville Continued on page 11
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Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

(noun) A miscellaneous

”| The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. In Kentucky; it is illegal to carry ice-cream in your back pocket.

lio

#7660

1. What was the
highest-scoring Super

Bowl?

2. What teams are
tied for the most
Super Bowl Champi-

onships?

3. What was the top
ticket price for the
first Super Bowl?

4, Who was the
MVP of the first
Super Bowl?

5. Who kicked the
longest field goal in a
Super Bowl?

6. Who has the most
Super Bowl appear-
ances as either a

player or coach?

7. What is Canadian
singer The Weeknd's

real name?

8. Which city was
formerly called New

Amsterdam?

9. Where would you
find an ISBN num-

ber?

10. Which one of
Shakespeare’s plays is
the longest?

11. Which part of
Berlin was enclosed

by the wall?

12. In what year did
the Titanic sink?

Answers on page 1

1

¥ FREE!

Savings Include an American

Standard Right Height Toilet
FREE! (§500 Value)

A
Bisseenon

SUDOKU
Fmerican Stardad

Walk-In Tubs

experience

v Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
v Patented Quick Drain® Technology
v Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation,

w

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

v Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of

INCLUDING lahor backed by American Standard

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

=== 866-612-7490

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/spm

5

v 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

=]
p--

SATED

4

2. In the Arctic, the sun sometimes appears to be square.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
U.S. PRESIDENTS

ACROSS

1. Newton's first name

6. Part of smog

9. Hissy fit

13. Human trunk

14. Form of "to be"

15. Illegal booze

16. Editorial changes

17. Crematorium jar

18. #56 Down, alt. sp.

19. One of six Presidents named James
21. First President previously divorced
23. Civil War's Johnny

24. Manage without help

25. Military procedures

28. Cone-shaped quarters

30. MLB bench

35. Cowboy's necktie

37. A whole lot

39. Whig, e.g.

40. Resembling wings

41. Nightly necessity

43. Experience emotion

44. Large ray

46. Glacier's deposit

47."Watch out!" on a golf course

48. Traditional sock pattern

50. Reduced Instruction Set Computer
52. Knight's title

53. Bypass

55. Foot digit

57.President Chester

60. He signed legislation to create
Medicare

64. Fauna, Merryweather and ___,
fairy godmothers

65. Expert

67. Convex molding

68. Bumpkins

69. CafE alternative

70. Car ways

71. Trans-Siberian Railroad city

72. Piercing part

73. Slightly drunk

DOWN
1. Any thing
2. Trump had button on desk to order

his favorite one

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle:

CROSSWORD

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADD m YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

198

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

2-YEARTV PRICE
GUARANTEE

559 190 CHANNELS

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo Gode:Disk100

1 '888'41 6‘71 03 Offer ends 1/31/21.

s Including Local Channels!

dish A&

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

© StatePoint Media

3. Desertlike

4. Up and about

5. Coddle

6. Half-man, half-goat

7. Legendary NHLer

8. Tragedy, or comedy, or satire
9. Cheap form of payment?
10. Before Scotia

11. Clickable picture

12. Olden day "your"

15. Be in charge, two words
20. Newspaper notices

22. What all of #70 Across do
24, Painting or poetry

25. He beat McCain and Romney

26. Kind of cap

27. Colloquialisms
29. First "dark horse"
31. Gamecock's spur

32. Dessert sandwiches

o
= 1OWjoo |~

N
N
~
(00)
N

(@)
(@)

33. Wombs

34. #29 Down predecessor

36. Creative

38. 18-wheeler

42. Green pasta sauce

45. Big Island greetings

49. Australian flightless bird

51. Group of people, often in research
54. Extremely angry

56. Concluding stanza in poetry
57.G. W. Bush to Yale, e.g.

58. Schneider and Lowe, e.g.

59. Major bike maker

60. Audience's rejection

61. Sold in bars

62. Auto pioneer

63. Like a busybody

64. Back, to a pendulum

66. Latin dance three-step move, once

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

D=0 |W

3

5

119

3

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s
most widely read newspaper!

-CENTURY 21

" North East
" Len Ferrari

= Sales Associate
Cell: 781.608.5008
Office: 617.623.6600
lenferrari@c21ne.com

Steve Dervishian __=

78 Plymouth Road R
Malden MA 02148

centraldisposal@comcast.net &
617-967-5792
Est. 1984

Cbmn';;:ré:iaiiResideﬁtial
Fully Insured

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
Michael LaRosa
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200

FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net
424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Retige Lomen (14

Moénica Calvo, Realtor #
(617)605-3308

monicacalvoprestige@gmail.com

=

Qb

Jusceha LoRusso

617.686.8095

s

@

Cabes, for att occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes

facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

CENTURY 21

North East

Clifton Verdieu

Sales Associate
Cell:617-230-7013
Office: 617-623-6600
699 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02144
cverideu@c21ne.com
www.c21ne.com

2 B

The official real estate company of the Boston Bruins

HOMES
N

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHillHomes.com
www.WinterHill[Homes.com

Sell your
house today!

==

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE
REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040

“We’ll sell your house fast!”

e} CENTURY 21
PP North East
Denise Cosby
' Gales Associate
Cell: 857.928.4282

Office: 617.623.6600
dcosby@c21ne.com

The Official Real Estate Company of the Boston Bruins

% Closed Wednesday
/‘ Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
4 Men & Boys Haircuts

_é

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

“Best Somerville Barber”

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

Telephone:
(617) 625-2244
(617) 625-4344

Fax:
(617) 625-4350

EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010

Martin B. Dropkin

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR
GEORGE J. PROAKIS, AICP
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold
a public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, February 16, 2021
at 6:45pm on the following applications, in accordance with the His-
toric Districts Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws,
as amended, and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. II,
Chap. 7, Sections 7-16 — 7-28.

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order suspending cer-
tain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A, §18, and
the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the
number of people that may gather in one place, as well as Mayor Cur-
tatone’s Declaration of Emergency, dated March 15, 2020, this public
meeting and hearings will be conducted via remote participation.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2323442204762921743

Webinar ID: 686-865-555

TOCALLIN
Phone Number: 1(213) 929-4212
Access Code: 126-680-405

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING
COMPONENT

COURT REMAND

HPC 2013.085 — 9-11 Aldersey Street

Applicant: Gerard Meehan, Trustee for G&T Realty Trust

Owner: same as applicant

Alter plan for “Building A” that was approved by the HPC on Novem-
ber 4, 2020. Applicant seeks HPC approval to eliminate from proposal
the open porch on the left elevation ground story of “Building A”.

DETERMINATIONS OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE (STEP 1 IN THE

DEMOLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HPC.DMO 2020.27 — 129 Boston Avenue
Applicant: Eamon Fee

Owner: David Galvin

Demolish principal structure.

HPC.DMO 2021.01 — 13Allen Street
Applicant: K & K Development
Owner: same as applicant
Demolish principal structure.

HPC.DMO 2021.02 — 21-23 Allen Street
Applicant; 19-27 Allen St., LLC

Owner: Jean Martelli

Demolish all structures

HPC.DMO 2021.03 — 27 Allen Street
Applicant: 19-27 Allen St., LLC
Owner: Jean Martelli

Demolish all structures

HPC.DMO 2021.04 — 373 Washington Street
Applicant: Thomas Lichoulas

Owner: Washington TN, LLC

Demolish all structures

HPC.DMO 2021.05 — 377 Washington Street
Applicant: Thomas Lichoulas

Owner: Washington TN, LLC

Demolish all structures

While City Hall continues to be closed in response to the COVID19
pandemic, case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the
City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation .
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda
(posted 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or
email historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be
heard. Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written com-
ments due to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one
week prior to the meeting date. Email historic@somervillema.gov with
inquiries.

1/27/21, 2/3/21 The Somerville Times

ADVERTISEMENT
Fire Alarm Systems Inspection, Testing and Maintenance

The Somerville Housing Authority invites sealed bids for the Inspec-
tion, Testing, and Maintenance of Fire Alarm Systems and related
equipment in various State and Federally Funded housing devel-
opments in Somerville, Massachusetts. SHA Job No. PFA-32021, in
accordance with the specifications prepared by the SHA Purchasing
Department.

The work consists of a Three year "full service" Inspections, preven-
tative maintenance, repairing or replacing Fire Alarm Systems and
Equipment. Contractor must be able to provide twenty four (24) hour
service 7 days a week.

The work is estimated to cost $190,000.00

Bids are subject to provisions of M.G.L. ¢.30B, and to the minimum
wage rates required by M.G.L.c. 149826 27H inclusive.

General Bids will be received until 11:00 A.M., February 18, 2021, and
publicly opened forthwith, at the Offices of the Somerville Housing
Authority, Modernization Bldg., 30-Rear Memorial Road, Somerville,
MA 01245. A “Go to meeting” will be arranged for bid opening. View-
ing information will be posted on SHA website. www.sha-web.org
under our opportunities tab.

General Bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit or bid bond that
is not less than 5% of the greatest possible bid amount (considering
any alternates) and made payable to the Somerville Housing Authority
in the form of a bid bond; cash; or a check certified by, or a treasur-
er's or cashier's check issued by, a responsible bank or trust compa-
ny, payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Any hid bond
shall be (a) in a form satisfactory to the Awarding Authority, (b) with
a surety company qualified to do business in the Commonwealth and
(c) conditioned upon the faithful performance by the principal of the
agreements contained in the Bid.

Bid and Contract Documents will be available for download on
Somerville Housing Authority web site www.sha-web.org, un-
der our opportunities tab. There will be no charge for these docu-
ments. If downloaded, you must contact Anthony Crespo by email at
Tonyc@sha-web.org and leave contact information including an
email to receive changes, or updates. You will receive a reply that
your email has been received. Bidders\Contractors are responsible
for insuring that their email and bids are received.

A site visit is scheduled for February 9, 2021 10:00 a.m. You are not re-
quired to attend. Attendees must wear a PPE facemask, which covers
the nose and mouth, and maintain social distancing, failure to do so
may result in rejection of your bid. Attendees are required to provide
notification that they will attend. Please notify Anthony Crespo by
email at Tonyc@sha-web.org or at 617-625-1152 extension 336 if you
are attending. All interested parties will meet at outdoors of Somer-
ville Housing Authority, Modernization Building, 30R Memorial Road,
Somerville, MA 02145,

2/3/21 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a public hearing on
Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 6:00pm. Pursuant to Governor Bak-
er's March 12, 2020 Order suspending certain provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A, §18, and the Governor's March 15,
2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that
may gather in one place, as well as Mayor Curtatone’s Declaration of
Emergency, dated March 15, 2020, this public hearing will be conduct-
ed via remote participation.

The meeting will be held using GoToWebinar.

TO USE A COMPUTER
Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1932307436165055503
Webinar ID: 545-752-003
TO CALLIN

Phone number: 1(562) 247-8422
Access code: 446-504-756

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

3 Hawkins Street Hawkins St Union Square LLC proposes to
construct a 5-story net zero ready apartment
building and establish a Household Living
principal use for fifty-nine (59) dwelling units
in the MR5 zoning district. The proposal

requires Site Plan Approval and a Special Permit.

152-158 Broadway = Broadway Investments Realty, LLC proposes to
construct a 5-story net zero ready general
building and establish a Household Living
principle use for forty-five (45) dwelling units in
the MR5 zoning district with no parking
provided on site. This proposal requires Site
Plan Approval and two Special Permits.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at
the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning &
Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville,
MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

2/3/21 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 617.666.4010
FAX: 617.628.0422

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
30 Memorial Road
Somerville, Massachusetts 02145
Telephone (617) 625-1152

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
Web: www.sha-web.org
ADVERTISEMENT

Project Manager: Travis Panzini

The Somerville Housing Authority is requesting quotes from qualified
Plumbing Contractors to perform plumbing work including installa-
tions and repairs on an as needed basis. Proposals should include an
hourly rate for plumbing services.

Term: 6 — 12 months
Not to exceed $49,000.00

Quotes are subject to M.G.L c.149 sec.44A (2)(A) and to minimum
wage rates as required by M.G.L ¢.149 §826 to 27H inclusive.

Scope of work: The Contractor shall provide all labor and tools to pro-
vide the necessary work as directed for the completion of the plumb-
ing services at the SHA's various developments. The Contractor shall
apply for and obtain permits and regulatory approvals as may be re-
quired. The SHA shall reimburse the contractor the amount paid. The
cost shall be identified and included in the monthly invoice.

The Contractor shall be required on site within one week as sched-
uled by SHA.

Stock and Materials: The Contractor shall use SHA furbished fixtures
and finishes unless otherwise authorized. Items purchased by the
Contractor at the SHA's request shall be billed at no more than cost
plus 15%. The Contractor will be required to present the original item-
ized invoice to the SHA. The cost shall be identified and included in
the monthly invoice.

Payment Invoicing: Contractor’s invoicing must be itemized to reflect
contract pricing for each item.

Contractors who intend on bidding shall email Travis Panzini at
travisp@sha-web.org after 11:00AM on Thursday, February 4th, 2021
to request a bid package.

Proposals must be received by 2:00PM on Thursday, February 18th,
2021. Proposals can be emailed to travisp@sha-web.org. Please con-
tact Travis Panzini at travisp@sha-web.org with any questions.

1/27/21, 2/3/21 The Somerville Times

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
30 Memorial Road
Somerville, Massachusetts 02145
Telephone (617) 625-1152

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
Web: www.sha-web.org
ADVERTISEMENT

Project Manager: Travis Panzini

The Somerville Housing Authority is requesting quotes from qualified
Electrical Contractors to perform electrical work including installa-
tions and repairs on an as needed basis. Proposals should include an
hourly rate for electrical services.

Term: 6 — 12 months
Not to exceed $49,000.00

Quotes are subject to M.G.L c.149 sec.44A (2)(A) and to minimum
wage rates as required by M.G.L c.149 §826 to 27H inclusive.

Scope of work: The Contractor shall provide all labor and tools to pro-
vide the necessary work as directed for the completion of the electri-
cal services at the SHA's various developments. The Contractor shall
apply for and obtain permits and regulatory approvals as may be re-
quired. The SHA shall reimburse the contractor the amount paid. The
cost shall be identified and included in the monthly invoice.

The Contractor shall be required on site within one week as sched-
uled by SHA.

Stock and Materials: The Contractor shall use SHA furbished fixtures
and finishes unless otherwise authorized. Items purchased by the
Contractor at the SHA's request shall be billed at no more than cost
plus 15%. The Contractor will be required to present the original item-
ized invoice to the SHA. The cost shall be identified and included in
the monthly invoice.

Payment Invoicing: Contractor’s invoicing must be itemized to reflect
contract pricing for each item.

Contractors who intend on bidding shall email Travis Panzini at

travisp@sha-web.org after 11:00AM on Thursday, February 4th, 2021
to request a bid package.

Proposals must be received by 2:00PM on Thursday, February 18th,
2021. Proposals can be emailed to travisp@sha-web.org. Please con-
tact Travis Panzini at travisp@sha-web.org with any questions.

1/27/21, 2/3/21 The Somerville Times

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our
website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

/Amazon to meet standards for\
wages, benefits and safety

&2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
SECTION 8 PROJECT-BASED VOUCHER PROGRAM (PBV)

January 27, 2021

The Somerville Housing Authority is soliciting proposals from local
developers planning to build newly constructed units to participate
in the Section 8 Project Based Voucher program.

Interested parties may obtain a copy of the Request for Proposals
(RFP) by contacting the following:

Samantha Heggarty
Somerville Housing Authority
30 Memorial Road
Somerville MA 02145
Office: 617-625-1152

Proposals are due February 17, 2021

Somerville Housing Authority
Contact Person: Samantha Heggarty Samanthah@sha-web.org

1/27/21, 2/3/21 The Somerville Times

OPIOID MISUSE AND ABUSE - FAMILY
AND FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP

Tuesday, February 9, 5:30 p.m. A Support Group

Teamsters Local 25 applauds the Somerville City Council for unanimously passing a resolution aimed at
the questionable safety record and unacceptable poor treatment of workers by shipping giant Amazon. The
for Individuals who love someone involved with “Resolution for Fair and Full Employment Opportunities at Amazon” was introduced by City Council Pres-

opioids. The group is designed to provide not only ident and Ward 1 Councilor Matthew McLaughlin in response to public safety and economic concerns

an understanding of Opioid Misuse and Abuse, during the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic and approved by an 11-0 vote.
but also the impact of substance abuse/addiction The non-binding resolution urges that prior to any expansion into Somerville, Amazon must conform to

on families as well as prevention strategies. This area standards for wages, benefits and safe working conditions, and to confer with the Somerville com-

From on page 8 ﬂi

lio

Answers

program is free. munity, including the International Brotherhood of Teamsters Local 25, neighborhood groups and other

W?IM

s. Cams

O

1. Super Bowl XXIX in
1995, 49ers defeated San
Diego Chargers 49-26

for a combined 75 points

interested parties.

“Somerville is a union town. It’s also a town that uses Amazon a lot,” said Somerville City Council President
and Ward 1 Councilor Matthew McLaughlin.“We need to ensure that Amazon fits our community stan-
dards and appreciates our patronage not only with the products they deliver, but by ensuring the people who
deliver those products are treated fairly.”

“Amazon is among the world’s richest corporations but refuses to meet the high standards we have for work-
ers in Somerville,” said Teamsters Local 25 President Sean M. O'Brien. “Drivers are true heroes of the pan-
demic, putting themselves and their families at risk for all of us. Teamsters delivery drivers are highly-skilled,
well-trained professionals who are paid well and have quality healthcare and retirement benefits. These
proud drivers contribute to the fabric of this great city. Amazon prefers to pay low wages and provide no

6. Bill Belichick, 12 benefits to untrained independent contractors who are not subjected to proper criminal background checks.

The Somerville City Council deserves the highest praise for making it clear to Amazon that any delivery
7. Abel Makkonen Tes-

! work in this city is to be performed by safe, professional drivers who are full-time employees with benefits.”
aye

The Somerville City Council resolution makes clear that any plans by Amazon to expand delivery opera-
2. he New England Pa-

triots and the Pittsburgh
Steelers, 6 wins each

8. New York Cit . . . . . .
Y tions, warehouses and fulfillment centers must be done in a manner beneficial to the City and its residents

9. On a book while guaranteeing sustainable growth and helping to ensure that fair and equitable employment standards

are maintained for all ecommerce delivery networks. Councilors are also calling on Amazon to present sufhi-

3, $12 10. Hamlet

cient evidence that its operations meet or exceed current Community Standards established by existing de-
4. Bart Starr, Green Bay livery networks, including that all delivery drivers will be direct employees of Amazon and not independent

Packers

11. The entire perimeter

of West Berlin contractors. The Boston City Council approved a similar resolution late last year, supported by Teamsters

Local 25, that urges Amazon to improve worker treatment and safety conditions.
5. Steve Christie, 54 yards

in Super Bowl XXVIII

12. 1912

Teamsters Local 25 is the largest Teamsters union in New England with 12,000 members. For more infor-

ﬂ| N mation, please visit www.teamsterslocal25.com.

J

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 7

has made $5 million available to small

businesses in its third round of the Small
Business COVID-19 Relief Fund. Eli-
gible businesses can apply for grants of
up to $25,000. Applications are now
available and will be reviewed on a roll-
ing basis. Learn more about the funding,
including eligibility requirements, or ap-
ply for funds online.

% 3k 3k ok % ok 3k ok ok ok 3k ok ok ok Sk ke ke ok ok ke ke ok b ke ok b ko ok ok

The Pandemic — Electronic Transfer
(P-EBT) Program created spring 2020
to provide eligible families funds to pur-
chase food while schools were closed
during the COVID-19 pandemic has
been extended through the end of the

2020-21 school year. Visit https://www.
map-ebt.org/home/#ihdtab for addi-
tional information.
khkkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkhkhkhkrkhkkhhkhkhkhkhkhhkkkk

The city is still accepting homemade
face masks as part of their 10,000
Mask Drive. They have passed the 5,000
mask milestone. Can you help get it to
10,0002 If youre a crafty Somerville
resident who has been sewing reusable
face masks, please consider donating
some to our 10,000 Mask Drive. After
being laundered, masks are distributed
to seniors and other vulnerable popula-
tions. If you would like to donate masks,
put them in a sealed bag and bring them

to the drop box at either the Central
Library, 79 Highland Ave., or the East
Branch Library, 115 Broadway.
KAk AkkAkkhhkkhhkkkhhhkhkbhhhhhkhhkkk

If you need assistance accessing food,
there are several resources available to
you locally. Visit the COVID-19 Help
page at https://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/covid-19-help-food-hous-
ing-and-financial-assistance to learn
more. There you will find a chart that
includes local food pantry schedules,
contact information, languages spoken
at the food pantry, and whether or not
you need to bring ID.

% 3k 3k ok % ok 3k ok ok ok 3k ok ok ok ok ke ke ok ok ke ok b ke ok b ko ok ok

Hate incidents impact victims as well
as the community. In an effort to make
reporting hate incidents easier for the
residents of Somerville, you may now
report them using an online form. Visit
the Somerville Police website under the
Home tab and submit your Hate Incident
report: www.somervillepd.com/home/.
ER R R R R R R R S P PR R R R R R R R R R R R

Reminder: city buildings are still closed
to the public. Although city buildings
remain closed to the public, a number
of city services are still available online
or by calling 311. Check the “City Ser-
vice Status” tab on the city's COVID-19

page for more information.
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SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS:

EVENTS

Mental Health Awareness — Tuesday, February

9. 11:30 a.m. The Somerville Council on Aging,

in partnership with Roberta Robinson from Cam-
bridge Health Alliance, is continuing our Mental
Health Awareness series. Every month Roberta
discusses new and interesting topics in regards

to mental health. To RSVP, call Natasha Naim at
617-625-6600, ext. 2317 or e-mail her at NNaim@
Somervillema.gov to obtain the Zoom link.

Music & Munch - Wednesday, February 10 and
February 24 at noontime. Why not pair your

lunch with a celebration of music? This 45-min-
ute session via Zoom will treat you to a playlist of
diverse musical offerings: a little jazz, some "oldies
but goodies," a smidgen of classical, a dip into
barbershop, a trip to Broadway. The music is taped
but the experience is live. Your guide is Somerville
Resident, Laura Zoll, trained as a medieval musicol-
ogist and with a life-long love of all things musical.
Your preferences will help shape the session. Learn
a little, sing-along, relax and enjoy some Music
while you Munch. Please RSVP to Debby Higgins,
Outreach Coordinator at dhiggins@somervillema.
gov or 617-625-6600 ext. 2321. You will then
receive your email invitation to join the program
via ZOOM.

Senior Lunch Box Pick Up - Friday, February 12
beginning at 10:30 a.m. At the Ralph & Jenny
Senior Center, 9 New Washington Street. While
we aren’t able to share lunch together we hope
you can stop by for this fun treat! RSVP is a must.
Masks required. To enjoy a box lunch, please call
Connie at 617-625-6600 ext. 2319.

Virtual Bingo Day — Tuesday, February 16, 10:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Join us online or via phone to
play BINGO. If you would like to participate please
contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600 ext. 2321
or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov. We will
supply you with the bingo cards and instructions.
Space is limited, RSVP a must.

Mask Pick Up — Wednesday, February 17, 10:30
a.m. to Noon. At the Holland Street Center, 167
Holland Street. The COA has masks available for
Somerville residents who are 60 and over. If you
are in need of a mask or may know of a friend or
neighbor who may need a new mask, you can pick
one up at our drive-thru location. If you have any
questions, please call 617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

Music & Movement — Thursday, February 18 at
10:30 a.m. Join Steve as he plays guitar, sings
and leads gentle movements. Just tapping your
toe or singing along can help move your body in
new ways. Being physically active is not just good
for our bodies, but it is also one of Mental Health

BORBY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

America’s 10 tools to building resiliency; or the
ability to overcome obstacles and manage through
tough times. Physical activity can improve sleep,
increase energy, decrease some kinds of pain,
boast our immune systems and lower the risk for
stroke and some cancers. It also helps to reduce
our anxiety, depression, stress and tension. Join
Steve as he shows us that exercise can come in all
different forms and movements. Please RSVP to
Debby Higgins, Outreach Coordinator at dhig-
gins@somervillema.gov or 617-625-6600 ext.
2321. You will then receive your email invitation to
join the program via ZOOM. Zoom.

Jeopardy Game Night — Thursday, February 18,
5:00 p.m. Our Health and Wellness Coordinator
Chris will be hosting an hour long Jeopardy game
over Zoom with questions that will cover such
topics as: Health and Wellness, TV Shows, History,
Sports, Music and Movies. For more information
or to RSVP please contact Chris at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2315 or email at CKowaleski@Somervillama.
gov. Other dates include March 18 and April 15.

Caregiver Check-In — Tuesday, February 23, 11:30
a.m. Are you a caregiver for a loved one and want
to connect with other caregivers? Would you like
to discuss the joys and challenges of caregiving?
The Somerville Council on Aging is hosting a
monthly check-in via Zoom for caregivers. Please
contact Natasha by either called 617-625-6600
ext. 2317 or e-mail Natasha at NNaim@Somervil-
lema.gov.

Zoom Book Club - Friday, February 29, 10:00
a.m. Do you love books and want to discuss your
love of reading with others? Consider joining
book club. Book club's next meeting is on Friday,
February 19 from 10:00 to 11a.m. The book that
will be discussed is In Praise of Difficult Woman

by Karen Karbo. Please contact Natasha at either
617-625-6600 ext. 2317 or e-mail her at NNaim@
Somervillema.gov for the Zoom link or to ask any
questions.

ONGOING EVENTS

Taxi Rides - Do you need a ride? The COA has a
program just for you. Taxi Rides for Somerville Res-
idents 60 and Over Rides can be used for Grocery
Shopping in Somerville, Pharmacy Prescription
pick up in Somerville, and Routine Medical Ap-
pointments in the follow areas: Somerville, Cam-
bridge, Medford, Boston or the V.A. in Jamaica
Plain or West Roxbury. Two Days Advanced Notice
Required. For more information, please call Connie
Lorenti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Friendly Caller Program - Looking for a way to
practice social distancing but still remain con-
nected to other people? Look no further than

/1
N\

What do you call bears with no ears?
B.

Bay Colony.

The "Original"
All Types Vent Gleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning

Power Washing Somerville
Licensed and Insured e
in Massachusetts Times
We travel all over caII

Massachusetts

Call today to find out
our weekly specials!

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761

To advertise in

Bobbie Toner
617-666-4010

The

EDB for grain products.

On ;ﬂw @@ o

the Somerville Council on Aging's Friendly Phone
Caller program. We have many wonderful volun-
teers who are waiting to give you a call. Whether
you are looking to make a new friend or would
just like a friendly chat to look forward to every
week, this program has you covered. Call Natasha
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn more about
the program and to sign up.

EXERCISE
Exercise Schedule
Mondays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

Thursdays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. = LBT Fit-4-Life Zoom Exer-
cise

Somerville City Cable

RCN = 13/Comcast = 22

The Fit-4-Life Exercise Show = Daily at 11:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m.

Fit-4-Life YouTube

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video # 1: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4hd26HjpwBI&t=68s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #2: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=QwHfyoEZaws&t=247s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Fcl2eBSS024 &t=158s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #4: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7EDtaldYSz0

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #5: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AAnwfwGybTI

Yoga YouTube

Yoga with Janine video #1: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=vDGF_EEbqF0&t=130s

Yoga with Janine video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6Zezcj9XXBU

For questions or to register for a Fit-4-Life Zoom
exercise class, please contact Chris at CKowaleski@
somervillema.gov or call 617-625-6600, ext. 2315.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page - often
updated by Debby or Maureen. Informative, enter-
taining, lots of photos and updates. Visit our page
at https://www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our
monthly newsletter and daily tips please contact
Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or
email Maureen at MBastardi@Somervillema.gov
If you would like to become part of our Google
Group please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at DHiggins@
Somervillema.gov.

February 3

1238 — The Mongols take over Vladimir, Russia.

1690 — The first paper money in America is issued in the Massachusetts

1783 — Spain recognizes United States' independence.
1904 — Colombian troops clash with U.S. Marines in Panama.
1927 — President Calvin Coolidge signs a bill creating the Federal Radio Com-

mission to regulate the airwaves.

1945 — The Allies drop 3,000 tons of bombs on Betlin.

1962 — President John F. Kennedy bans all trade with Cuba.
1966 — Soviet Luna 9 achieves soft landing on the moon.

1971 — OPEC decides to set oil prices without consulting buyers.

1984 — The Environmental Protection Agency orders a ban on the pesticide
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy

all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled-it doesn't matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 844-813-0213

Get cash for your used or
junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free
pick up. Call. 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing!
We're Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-416-2330.

Get cash for your used or
junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free
pick up. Call. 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing!
We're Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional at CTI! Get
trained & certified to work in
months! 888-572-6790. (M-F
8-6 ET)

Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional at CTI! Get
trained & certified to work in
months! 888-572-6790. (M-F
8-6 ET)

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear Round
In Aruba. The water is safe,
and the dining is fantastic.
Walk out to the beach. 3-Bed-
room weeks available. Sleeps
8. Email: carolaction@aol.
com for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you
have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace
at little to no cost. Get yours
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
Call 1-855-917-4693

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-

5515

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As low
as $109.99/mo! 1-888-674-
1423

DEALING WITH WATER DAM-
AGE requires immediate ac-
tion. Local professionals that
respond immediately. Nation-
wide and 24/7. No Mold Calls.
1-800-506-3367

DISHTV - $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo
Expires 7/21/21. Call 1-877-
925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-964-
1491

GENERAC STANDBY GENER-
ATORS provide backup power
during utility power outages
so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Pre-
pare now. Free 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! Call Today for
speeds up to 25mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card,
terms apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea developed
affordably by the Research &
Development pros and pre-
sented to manufacturers. Call
1-855-380-5976 for a Free ldea
Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether
you're Home or Away. For
Safety and Peace of Mind. No
LongTerm Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-
892-1017

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-866-945-3783 or
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/pennysaver

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002
and Newer. Nationwide Free
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-
5960.

Hearing aids! Bogo free!

High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90%
less than competitors. Nearly
invisible! 45-day money back
guarantee! 833-669-5806

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages
& power your home. Full
installation services. $0 down
financing option. Request
free no obligation quote.
1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a
new shower? American Stan-
dard makes it easy. Free de-
sign consult.1-888-674-3005
today to see how to save
$1,000 on installation or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/
display

HughesNet Satellite Internet
— Finally, no hard data limits!
CallToday for speeds up to
25mbps as low as $59.99/mo!
$75 gift card, terms apply.
1-844-863-4478

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. Be
prepared for power outages.
FREE 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule
FREE in-home assessment.
1-844-334-8353 special financ-
ing if qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, most
advanced debris-blocking
protection. Schedule free esti-
mate. 15% off Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

Stay in your home longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/news

Directv Now. No Satellite.
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream
news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

DISHTV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires
7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page
Publishing will help self-pub-
lish your book. Free author
submission kit! Limited offer!
866-951-7214

ASIAN WOMEN! Penpals,
friendship! Free brochure.
Send S.A.S.E.: Box 4601NN,
Thousand Oaks CA 91362.
805-492-8040 www.pacisl.
com Since 1991.

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-796-
8850

Protect your home w/home
security monitored by ADT.
Starting at $27.99/mo. Get
free equipment bundle in-
cluding keypad, motion sen-
sor, wireless door & windows
sensors. 833-719-1073

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators.The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. Be
prepared for power outages.
FREE 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule
FREE in-home assessment.
1-844-334-8353 special financ-
ing if qualified.

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-796-
8850

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, most
advanced debris-blocking
protection. Schedule free esti-
mate. 15% off Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Stay in your home longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/news

Protect your home w/home
security monitored by ADT.
Starting at $27.99/mo. Get
free equipment bundle in-
cluding keypad, motion sen-
sor, wireless door & windows
sensors. 833-719-1073

Directv Now. No Satellite.
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream
news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

DISHTV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires
7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page
Publishing will help self-pub-
lish your book. Free author
submission kit! Limited offer!
866-951-7214

Hearing aids! Bogo free!
High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90%
less than competitors. Nearly
invisible! 45-day money back
guarantee! 833-669-5806

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages
& power your home. Full
installation services. $0 down
financing option. Request
free no obligation quote.
1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a
new shower? American Stan-
dard makes it easy. Free de-
sign consult.1-888-674-3005
today to see how to save
$1,000 on installation or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/
display

HughesNet Satellite Internet
— Finally, no hard data limits!
CallToday for speeds up to
25mbps as low as $59.99/mo!
$75 gift card, terms apply.
1-844-863-4478

ASIAN WOMEN! Penpals,
friendship! Free brochure.
Send S.A.S.E.: Box 4601NN,
Thousand Oaks CA 91362.
805-492-8040 www.pacisl.
com Since 1991.

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002
and Newer. Nationwide Free
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-
5960.

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to PO. Box
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to P.O. Box
13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by this
publication. In order to avoid
misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply
the readers with manuals,
directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their
clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses
at home. Under NO circum-
stance should you send any
money in advance or give the
client your checking, license
ID, or credit card numbers.
Also beware of ads that claim
to guarantee loans regardless
of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does
business only over the phone
it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its
service. All funds are based
in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach
Canada.
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Artistic inspiration from Somerville for Argenziano students conr.tromec:

makes their block unique. Students integrated the Elements of Art,
creating a relationship between the use of Line, Shape, Colors, and
Texture in their own works and in Mr. Bearden’s work.
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(Launch of Feed Kids Campaign in support of School Meals for All

Right now, 1 in 5 Massachusetts families with kids is hungry, and 27 percent of children experiencing food insecurity in Massachusetts are not eligible for free or re-
duced-price school meals. The need for bold solutions has never been more urgent. That is why the Feed Kids Coalition, led by Project Bread, and bill sponsors Senator

Sal DiDomenico and Representative Andy Vargas have filed legislation this week to make School Meals for All, or universal school meals, a reality in Massachusetts.

With SD519/HD1161 School Meals for All, we have an opportunity to take a critical step toward ending childhood hunger in our state by ensuring that every student
receives the nutrition they need while they are in school. This would allow every student who wants or needs a school breakfast or lunch to receive it—at no cost to their
family and with no requirement to sign up or provide income or other information. Just as no student is required to pay fees at public schools when they enter the class-

room, there will be no financial barrier in the school cafeteria.

urrently, as a result of flexibilities granted in response to the pandemic, every student in Massachusetts has access to free school meals. The barrier presented by cost an
C tl It of flexibilit ted to th d tudent in M husetts h to fi hool Is. The b ted b tand
paperwork was temporarily removed at the federal level because this crisis put a spotlight on the need to ensure the right to the most basic of necessities—food—for all

kids. As we work toward recovery from this crisis and beyond, we cannot let this barrier go back up.

Our diverse coalition is comprised of anti-hunger partners, health care advocates, school and municipal officials, food systems experts, faith communities, children’s advo-
p ger p p Yy p

cates and more. You can learn more and join us at www.feedkidsma.org.
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SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

This poem by Somerville Bagel Bard

‘WHAT I GOT FOR A DOLLAR

Wendell Smith is a response to Somerville
poet Bert Stern's poetry collection, What I
got for a Dollar.

Change for a Dollar
after Bert Stern
Following Bert’s instruction

I notice the sunlight

leaking through the Maples

in my neighbor’s yard,

and find I'm unprepared
it takes me three trips
from patio to the kitchen

for a beer and pencil

A few sips and a slug later
I forget what I was going to say
to hold onto the leak while

the afternoon oozes into relaxation.

It's so simple if you let it be
although hops are bitter in beer
they are refreshing.

The news is bitter too

that bitter news can wait
forever 'til tomorrow, right?
now I have a new leak that

needs all of my attention

What Bert got for a dollar
tells me not to be bashful
nor try to be cool but be joyful

and attend to my leak.

Embrace being hot
and call it all beautiful
let the breeze be cool

that’s what the breeze is for.

— Wendell Smith

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

The Parma Chai 'Out of the Blue

by Doug Holder

Gallery' has moved to Somerville

By Off the Shelf correspondent Parma Chai

My friend Parma Chai notified me that the famed
"Out of the Blue Gallery" has moved to Somer-
ville-housed in the Arts Armory. The Out of the Blue
has a long bistory, and I have had a long history there
as well, like many local artists in our community. Al-
though I haven't attended an event for a while, I have
rich memories of the poetry readings, barbecues, and
all the poets and writers I met over the years there.
Probably 15 years ago the gallery put out an antholo-
gy The Out of the Blue Writers Unite, edited by Tim-
othy Gager and Deborah Priestly, which I was proud
to be part of. I am so glad they have found a new home
— Doug Holder

Out of the Blue Art Gallery & More has exist-
ed in Cambridge, Allston, Everett, Medford, and
Somerville in various spaces for about 30 years.
First founded in Chinatown in the form of house
art parties curated by its founders, Sue Carlin,
Tom Tipton, and Deborah Priestly, it then op-
erated for many years solely in Cambridge, on
Prospect Street and then on Mass Ave. at Central
Square. Tom Tipton spearheaded this beloved
gallery for many years before I came on to help
with its development and expansion throughout
the Greater Boston Area.

About 6 years ago, the Out of the Blue Art Gal-
lery moved from Prospect Street to Mass Ave.
Our landlord at that time was kind enough to let
us build up financial infrastructure on a month-
to-month basis. Working alongside founder
Tom Tipton as his volunteer business manager,
I helped to make sure rental spaces were paid for,
artists switched up their works, and generated
a working rental agreement with the landlord.
Long term, a small business like the Gallery had
its difficulties keeping up with increasing rents
right on Mass Ave,, so it eventually was gentrified
out of Central Square.

This is when I brought the Gallery into my own
home in Medford, MA. We returned to the early
days of the Gallery with home art parties in China-
town, and continued to deliver smaller shows, art
parties, and paint nights. I discarded many of my
personal items, including personal furniture, and
began accumulating large folding tables, speakers,
mikes, turntables and other essentials to keep lo-
cal art alive. My vision manifested and folks across
Boston came to attend these creative gatherings
and listen to art talks. Food, drink, and entertain-
ment were provided for each of these gatherings.

Eventually, the fruit of Tom and my labor caught
the attention of Allston Village Main Streets, the
Middle East Restaurant in Cambridge, Everett
Chicken & Rice Guys, and the Center for Arts at
the Armory in Somerville. We began to work with
various agencies to fulfill insurance policies for
shows, expanded our name with the general public
and began to flood the place with shows and arts
and crafts for 2 years at a new, primary location at
14 Harvard Ave, the Firehouse in Allston.

We also began curating art shows at the Middle
East where we rotated artwork monthly. We re-
ceived several awards for being an inclusive small
business and were able to reach a point where
rent was tenable with a little bit left to survive on.
Still, I had to keep up with my other position as a
full-time math and science teacher to ensure that
I could maintain the costs of performers, technol-
ogy, interns, and myself. But I was happy to do so,

as local art and its expression have always been an

essential aspect of my life.

Without shows and in light of the COVID-19
pandemic, Tom and I strained to keep the main
Gallery location alive in Allston at the Firehouse.
However, I was able to move much of the art into
an Allston Village Main Streets exhibit. With the
additional support of the Center for Arts at the Ar-
mory in Somerville, I was also able to curate 4 floors
of art in a living work space. This allowed me to
concentrate on promoting artists and maintain the
works of the longest-term artists of the collective.

The current Parma Chai Out of the Blue Art
Gallery at the Somerville Center for Arts at the Ar-
mory houses 30 artists, hosts virtual performances
by musicians, and supports the arts community in
other ways. It also features artists and their works
at Allston Village Main Streets and indoor murals
at the Chicken & Rice Guys warehouse in Everett.
You can view a beautiful 3D virtual exhibit of the
Gallery on our website.

Though we had to close the doors to our Fire-
house location in July, we feel fortunate to help lo-
cal art stay alive. We are extremely thankful to the
Center for Arts at the Armory for helping to keep
our mission alive and are very grateful as well for the
businesses that operate here that enjoy the art and
want to help sustain it! Like the Out of the Blue Art
Gallery, the Arts at the Armory has faced unique
challenges during the pandemic, but the Board and
Executive Director are working to preserve art, mu-
sic, and theatre in the Greater Boston Community.
am humbled to be a part of this incredible space and
the many other nonprofits it serves.

We continue to sell art, have masked art inter-
views with the artists, and explore other innovative
ways to promote the arts and artists. I would like
Boston residents and beyond to know the Gallery
as a vibrant place for both artists and academics.
As a destination for folks to create magic in a space
of comfort, beauty, and collaboration.

Because of the pandemic and a desire to build fi-
nancial infrastructure for long-term sustenance, I
am no longer taking in new artists to promote but
I am, instead, working on booking small rehears-
al and recording events at the Armory. Please
contact me if you are seeking to rent space here
for any of your small performance needs. Part of
those funds will go to the Gallery and the oth-
er part will go to the Armory. I am always avail-
able to provide 2-3 person masked tours of the 4
floors of art free of charge. Please contact me with
any requests to see the art in person at parama@
outoftheblueartgallery.com.

The Gallery is incredibly thankful it could con-
tinue its mission to preserve local art through the
pandemic. It would never have been possible with-
out the generosity of our art-loving community,
the artists and their works, and the foundational
passion of its founder, Tom Tipton.
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You and Winter Hill Bank

Rich Vernet makes

MORTGAGES EASY

¢ Most Options and Best Advice

e [ree Preapproval

e Best Fixed and Adjustable Rates
- 1st Time Homebuyer Programs
S e Jumbo Mortgages

ST e Fast Approval

Richard Vernet, VP/Loan Origination
Apply online at winterhillbank.com or
l 1 A8 call Rich directly at 978-500-4746
BE NMLS 486312

WINTER HILINBANK®
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617-666-8600 | 800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com
A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
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