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Sweet City: Highlights from
the latest ‘Bittersweet’ event

Somerville Public Schools
to maintain mask mandate

By Fernando Cervantes Jr.

Last week the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) Commissioner 
Jeffrey C. Riley, announced updates to mask 
mandates in schools across the Commonwealth.

In a statement released by DESE on February 
9, the department announced that mask man-
dates in K-12 schools would be lifted after Feb-
ruary 28. The mandate was first implemented 
back in August 2021.

According to vaccination statistics from the 
CDC, about 78 percent of all Massachusetts 
residents are fully vaccinated, this rate makes 
the Commonwealth one of the most vaccinated 
populations in the United States.

Governor Baker echoed these sentiments 
in his reasoning for lifting mask mandates in 
schools. “With Massachusetts a national leader 
in vaccinating kids, combined Continued on page 4

The virtual “Bittersweet” event hosted by the Somerville Museum explores the rich history of candy produc-
tion and consumption in Somerville and its environs.  — Photos courtesy of the Somerville Museum

By Ryan DiLello

The Somerville Museum released a recording 
of the latest event for its ongoing Bittersweet 
exhibit. The virtual event, which examined the 
modern history of candy manufacturers in the 
greater Boston metro area, centered around a 
presentation from Jeremy Spindler, co-founder 
of Spindler Confections in North Cambridge. 
In addition to churning out an impressive assort-
ment of sugary goods, Spindler and his partner 
Jeremy Meyers take pride in owning more than 
300 artifacts linked to the candy industry.

The meeting kicked off with an introduction 
from Bittersweet curator, Santiago Montoya. 
Co-curator, Jose Falconi, was unable to attend 
the evening’s event. Montoya provided a brief 
overview of the exhibit before Jeremy Spin-
dler launched into his presentation. Readers 
can learn more about the Bittersweet project 
at: http://www.thesomervilletimes.com/ar-
chives/114638.

Although mask mandates in schools across the Commonwealth will be eased at the end of the month, 
Somerville public schools will continue its masking protocols for the near future.

Continued on page 4



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of February 16 – February 22 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Partly Cloudy 65°/26° 11% 8%  WSW 15 mph

 February 23

 Thursday 
Partly Cloudy 34°/29° 0% 0%  NW 8 mph

 February 24

 Friday 
Snow 36°/15° 82% 73%  ENE 14 mph

 February 25

 Saturday 
Sunny 32°/16° 10% 6%  WNW 9 mph

 February 26

 Sunday 
Sunny 40°/26° 13% 9%  WSW 12 mph

 February 27

 Monday 
Partly Cloudy 30°/11° 25% 16%  WNW 15 mph

 February 28

 Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 27°/20° 5% 2%  W 12 mph

 March 1

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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Four Somerville High School seniors have set an impres-
sive tone early in the 2022 college scholarship season, each 
earning multi-year awards to continue their education. Edrick 
Pacheco earned the prestigious full four-year QuestBridge 
Scholarship to attend Tufts University starting this fall. Na-
thalya Castillo is the recipient of a full-tuition Posse Lead-
ership Scholarship and will attend Bryn Mawr College in 
Pennsylvania. JC Welch was awarded a $27,000 Presidential 
Scholarship at Pace University’s New York City Campus 
that is renewable for four years, for a potential total award of 
$108,000. And Aidan O’Donovan, a 3-time Greater Boston 
League MVP in golf and a five-time League All-Star received 
a full golf scholarship to the University of Rhode Island. 
Aidan won the 2021 GBL Golf Championship in November 
to wrap up an impressive senior season, and was also named to 
the Boston Herald HS All-Scholarship Golf Team. 

****************************
The Somerville Arts Council and Nave Somerville present 
From the Inside Out Exhibition at Nave Gallery, 155 Powder 
House Blvd. through February 27. Our world shrunk during 
COVID. Like others whose work or schooling moved to their 
living spaces, many artists turned their focus inward. Some, 
fearing possible contamination of shared studio spaces or 
public transportation, moved their creative practice into their 
homes as well. It was a time of reflection. Relationships be-
tween interior and exterior shifted. New perspectives affected 
artist's work and lifestyle. For more information visit https://
somervilleartscouncil.org.

****************************
Happy birthday this week to the following: Happy birthday to 
Sean Fitzgerald, who is celebrating this week. We wish Sean a 
great day. Happy birthday to Nancy Trane, a great person. We 
hope she has a great day for herself as well. Happy birthday 
to City Councilor Kristen Strezo, we wish her a very happy 
birthday. Happy birthday to Christine Resmini. We hope she 
has a great day as well. Happy birthday to Continued on page 7
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Somerville writer Steven Beeber: Finding the 
bagels, knishes and schmaltz in Punk Rock

Thelma says:

Thanks Steve.
Wasn’t it the youngest child , not the Wicked Son, who asks the 4 Questions?

Response to: Mayor Ballantyne announces plan to make 
city boards and commissions more inclusive

TheoNa says:

Perhaps we can get a motorist on the Traffic Commission.

Sean Cryts says:

I agree

Response to: Somerville School Committee discusses Brown 
School renovations

Tom says:

The infrastructure of this City is deplorable, knock this school to the ground. Look at city hall, 
DPW, And fire stations. They should all be condemned

Response to: City creates liaison and subcommittee for
seniors

Claude Grant says:

Are there any new developments coming available in Union Square? If so, are there any which are 
affordable for senior citizens?

Response to: Phone home

Joe says:

enjoyed this very much
Joe

Response to: Tying up some loose ends

harry w says:

Great analysis as always Ken. Keep it going.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.



I just had a very nice 
visit with my moth-
er and father … in 
a dream. They have 
both been gone for 
way over 20 years 
and I'm just trying 
to figure out what 

they were trying to tell me.
I asked my father if he wanted to be 

buried with his Yankees hat and he said 
yes. Well, that didn't happen because I 
still have the hat.

Dad was in the kitchen making some 
eggs and toast then all of a sudden, he 
came and sat in the living room and I said 
what happened to your breakfast? And he 
said he didn't like the way the toast tast-
ed with the butter that was in the fridge. 
So, I went to the fridge and got him the 
"I Can't Believe It's Not Butter!" and told 
him it tasted better than the whipped 
butter that he used.

My mother really didn't say much. 
There was a puddle near the sink and she 
got a cloth and sopped it up. Dad found 

an old note that had fallen behind some-
thing and it said, "Call Louise Scott." 
Louise was the landlady and our good 
friend when we lived on Pearson Ave. up 
until 1961, when we bought the Hall Ave. 
house. I had spoken to Louise 's daughter 
Paula yesterday.

Then my father came and  sat in the 
chair that I'm looking at right now. I re-
member touching his cheek. And that's 
when I asked if he wanted to be buried in 
his Yankees hat. He suggested changing 
the subject.

It's only the second time I had a dream 
about my father and mother since they 
passed away in 1987 and 1994. It was 
really nice to see him and mom. I really 
miss them.

Since then, I haven’t dreamed of my par-
ents. I have an annoying recurring night-
mare involving one of my old bosses. He’s 
been renting space in my subconscious 
since the first day he fired me. I wish they 
would stop. He annoyed me enough in real 
life and now he’s annoying me in my sleep!

Once a while back I had a dream. I 
was in Davis Square back working at 
Woolworths, where I worked in 1969. 
I was behind the luncheonette counter 
again making grilled cheese sandwich-
es, hot dogs and frappes, and all the 
other goodies. That was a great dream. 
I woke up craving a grilled frankfurter, 
free of course.

Wouldn’t it be great if you could actu-
ally go back in time to the place is that 
we loved? That would certainly be a 
dream come true. Two-way traffic in Da-
vis Square, tons of bars, two five and ten 
stores and all the other stores we loved, 
like Gorin’s and Parke Snows. 

The photos are my mom in front of 
Gorin’s after the Blizzard of 78, and dad 
in our kitchen. I miss all the old stores 
but I miss mom and dad more. Thank 
goodness for precious photos and price-
less memories. What I wouldn’t give to 
join my mother and father for a nice 
lunch at the Waldorf. Maybe that will be 
my next dream!
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Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

Dream team

Safe Routes to School, Student 
Pedestrian Safety Trainings

Looking for a fun and valuable way 
to serve students outdoors? Come 
help bring walking safety strategies 
to Somerville second graders.

The City of Somerville and Somer-
ville Public Schools welcomes vol-
unteers to help lead district-wide 
pedestrian safety trainings. Trained 
volunteers lead or assist students 
outside as they practice Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Guide lessons, such as: 
how to use a crosswalk, how to navigate a parking lot and how to be more obser-
vant when navigating streets.

Trainings to be held in March, for more information volunteers should contact 
Lisa Robinson lrobinson@somervillema.gov or 781-747-8502. 
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with our robust testing pro-
grams, it is time to lift the mask 
mandate in schools and give stu-
dents and staff a sense of nor-
malcy after dealing with enor-
mous challenges over the past 
two years.” Governor Baker said.

Although the mask mandate 
in schools is to be lifted, a new 
testing program is slated to re-
main in place. “Massachusetts 
also has nation-leading school 
testing programs, including a 
newly launched at-home testing 
program for students and ed-
ucators. These testing options 
will remain in place,” according 
to the statement.

Currently in the Common-
wealth there are three different 
ways for K-12 students to be 
tested for COVID. With At-
Home Rapid Antigen Testing, 
Diagnostic Testing and Pool 
testing being these options.

Although this update was re-
leased by a state agency, individ-
ual school districts can continue 
to require masks in schools. One 
of the school districts that will 
continue to require masks in 
schools is in Somerville.

In an email, Somerville Pub-
lic Schools (SPS) stated their 

intention to maintain mask 
mandates in schools. “Current-
ly, Somerville Public School’s 
COVID-19 mitigations remain 
unchanged, including mask re-
quirements,” the email stated. 
“We’ll continue to evaluate local, 
state, and national guidance, and 
modify our safety measures ac-
cording to community data and 
expert recommendations.”

In another email sent to SPS 
staff, the district expressed cau-
tious optimism at the current 
state of COVID across the dis-
trict. “We are fortunately seeing 
a rapid decline in COVID cases 
across SPS and Somerville. SPS 
is now back to pre-Thanksgiving 
levels in terms of weekly cases,” 
the email said. “While the dis-
trict will continue multi-layered 
mitigation, we will be adjusting 
some protocols to align with 
lower transmission rates.”

According to the City of 
Somerville, in the previous 10 
days, there have been 275 con-
firmed cases across the city. 
Also, according to the same 
statistics, about 61,000 people 
in the city are fully vaccinated 
with all three doses.

In the same email sent to staff, 

the district outlined mask re-
quirements for sporting events 
in the future. “In that spirit, SPS 
is reopening athletic events to 
spectators next week and we 
have updated our testing proto-
cols to align with DESE’s updat-
ed testing program. The indoor 
mask requirement at athletic 
and school events will remain 
for now,” according to the email.

COVID testing in the dis-
trict is slated to be mostly 

done though at-home antigen 
tests, these test kits are named 
iHealth kits. The district is ex-
pecting for students to receive 
these kits late this week.

According to protocols, stu-
dents and staff are asked to 
use these kits every Sunday 
before the beginning of the 
school week.

Looking towards the future, 
the City of Somerville and 
Somerville Public Schools will 

keep adjusting mask mandates 
in schools. “The School Com-
mittee and Board of Health 
will have to vote on changing 
their respective mask policies. 
We will be working with the 
School Committee to address 
this important issue, but do 
not anticipate a change in 
school masking requirements 
on February 28 directly after 
February break,” according to 
the staff email.

Somerville Public Schools to maintain mask mandate   CONT. FROM PG 1

“When you walk around Bos-
ton today, unless you know the 
history and you know what to 
look for, you would have no idea 
the [candy] industry existed 
here,” Spindler began.

According to Spindler, the Bos-
ton area was home to 140 candy 
factories. “These were not cute 
mom and pop shops,” Spindler 
clarified, “these were multi-level 
factories.” 

Data from the New England 
Manufacturing Confectioners 
Association provided a break-
down of candy production sales 
on a yearly basis. As Spindler 
noted, differences in currency 
conversions from then to today 
vary due to inflation. 

• 1889: $5,800,000.00 (ca. 196 
million today)

• 1913: $20,000,000.00 (ca. 
550 million today)

• 1926: $50,000,000.00 (760 
million today)

• 1965: $188,00,00.00 (ca. 1.6 
billion today)

Spindler said the candy indus-
try in the greater Boston area 
peaked around 1965, with over 
360 million pounds of products. 
Around that time, the largest 
factories could push out up to 
300,00 pounds of product a day, 
or 90,000,000 pounds per year 
at capacity (such as around the 
holiday season).

But why was candy such a pop-
ular product in Boston and its 

neighboring cities? Spindler pro-
vided several reasons. The first 
“Puritans had a sweet tooth.” 
When they came over to the 
States, they were determined to 
keep satisfying it. Perhaps more 
pragmatically speaking, the Bos-
ton area was a central port for 
imported goods, making it a hot-
bed for industrial development. 
And interestingly, climate played 
an important role as chocolate 
production necessitated cold 
weather. In New England, candy 
manufacturers could produce 10 
months a year – that wasn’t pos-
sible in the South. 

Thus, in 1764, the first choco-
late mill in the country opened 
in Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
followed by the first refinery 
in 1834 in East Boston. Then 
1847 the first candy making ma-
chine was invented in Boston, 
then that same inventor started 
Chase & Co. in 1847, the first 
confectionery company in the 
country. By 1878, according to 
the Boston Business Directory 
List, there were 39 confection-
ery manufacturers, 2 chocolate 
manufacturers, and 80 confec-
tionery shops. 

Spindler discussed the history 
of a few prominent shops begin-
ning with those in Cambridge, 
followed by Boston and then 
Somerville.

Cambridge boasted “Confec-
tioner’s Row,” a stretch about 

three quarters of a mile from 
Central to Kendall, teaming 
with candy manufacturers, 
wholesalers, shops, and pack-
aging centers. 

Between 1953-1954, Cam-
bridge had 38 manufacturers, 8 
wholesalers, and 37 chocolate 
shops and ice cream parlors. To-
day, the city has only one man-
ufacturer (which makes Junior 
Mints), and 8 chocolate shops. “I 
think we’ve had a shift in culture,” 
Spindler said, and noted coffee 
has taken over with 33 coffee 

shops in Cambridge alone. Just 
short of half are Dunkin' Donuts.

Cambridge was home to many 
candy establishments, but Page 
and Shaw was a major one. 
Founded in 1888 as a small shop 
in Boston, the company moved 
to a larger factory in 1911, locat-
ed on Ames Street, right off of 
Main Street.

In 1920, an investor named 
Otis Emerson acquired control 
of the company and grew it into 
one of the largest in the world 
with locations in the bustling city 

centers of London, Paris, Mon-
treal, and New York. Sales peak-
ed in 1924 then suffered a steep 
decline as demand for chocolate 
fell during the depression.

In 1930, the U.S. Federal Gov-
ernment found Otis Emerson 
and two fellow stock brokers 
guilty of fraud. They were issu-
ing legitimate stock at two dol-
lars a share, then pocketing the 
money. A year later, Dagget, a 
candy manufacturer who hap-
pened to be next-door neighbors 
with Page and

Sweet City: Highlights from the latest ‘Bittersweet’ event   CONT. FROM PG 1

Continued on page 9

Confectioner’s Row in Cambridge.
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Cheddar Mashed
Potato Waffles
This past New Years Eve, I made a 
prime rib along with a few sides, in-
cluding haricot verts, roasted brussel 
sprouts, corn casserole and a copious 
amount of mashed potatoes. Leftover 
mashed potatoes can be used in many 
different ways. For example, a Shep-
herd’s Pie, potato croquettes, creamy 
potato soup, potato pancakes, potato 
gnocchi, and even potato waffles. This 
time around, I chose to make waffles. 
The waffles came out slightly crispy 
on the outside and had a creamy tex-
ture in the middle. They were a huge 
hit in my house!

Waffles

2 cups of leftover mashed potatoes
1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese
2 eggs
1/4 cup flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper

In a medium bowl, mix all the above 
ingredients until well blended. Pre-

pare your waffle iron according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions. Once the 
iron is ready, place 1/2 cup plus 1ta-
blespoon of the mixture onto the cen-
ter of the iron. The waffles will take 
between 2-1/2 -3 minutes to cook. 
Serve each waffle with a couple of 
poached or fried eggs, a dollop of sour 
cream, garnished with chives or fresh 
parsley. These waffles are not just lim-
ited to breakfast. You can add sliced 
beef with gravy, chicken cutlets, or 
anything you like to accompany your 
potato waffle. Serves 4 people. 

Mashed Potatoes

5 lbs. Yukon Gold potatoes (peeled 
and cubed into uniform size, 1”X1”)
1 stick of unsalted butter, cubed
1/2 cup sour cream
1/4 - 1/2 cup milk
1 head roasted garlic, mashed into a 
paste *see note below
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon black pepper 
1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley

In a 6-8 quart pot, add the peeled, 
cubed potatoes and cover with cold 
water by about 3 inches. Bring to a 

boil and cook the potatoes until they 
are fork tender, about 20-25 minutes. 
Drain the water, return the potatoes 
to the same pot, add the butter, sour 
cream, 1/4 cup milk (add additional 
1/4 cup milk if the potatoes are too 
thick), roasted garlic, salt and pepper. 
Use a masher or hand mixer to blend 
the ingredients. Stir in the parsley. 
Serve immediately. 

*Roasted garlic - cut a whole head of 

garlic in half and place the two halves 
in a piece of aluminum foil and driz-
zle with about a teaspoon of olive oil. 
Wrap it tightly and place in a 350 de-
gree oven for about 30 minutes, un-
til the garlic is tender. Once cooled, 
squeeze out the cloves and mash with 
a fork, making it into a paste.
_____________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.com/thymethief.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

City to test SMART system to
help control rodent infestation

By Kyle Dante

Pest control is an issue faced by 
many communities. Somerville 
is no exception, having experi-
enced a significant rodent prob-
lem for years.

Last year parallels the spike of 
2019: 28.07% of the 2021 ro-
dent infestation occurred during 
the summer, with nearly 41% 
representing the 2019 spike. De-
spite the percentage difference, 
both indicate a large number 
of rodents. As evidenced by the 
data, the infestation is bad. 

Thankfully, there is a plan 
in motion. Somerville resi-
dents made 1,172 phone calls 
via 311 in 2021. In total, 335 
properties received monitor-
ing information in addition to 
bait over a three-week period. 
Most of the rodent concentra-
tion calls came from MacAr-
thur St. and Broadway.

On February 15, the Somer-
ville City Council met regard-
ing the SMART Pilot Pro-
gram. SMART is a data-driven 
method for rodent control. It 
uses GPS devices above and 
underground for collecting 
data. SMART collects the 

following data: rodent move-
ment, hitting the rodents, and 
capturing them. Two specific 
methods were covered: ham-
mer strikes in the sewer system 
and rodent boxes that give off 
an electrical charge.

Both methods will aid in 
studying rodent movements 
and their subsequent decline. 
The hammer strikes, for ex-
ample, provide a tech hit when 
a rodent gets attacked by the 
hammer. A heat signature emits 
from the hammer strike before 
the rodent is captured. It will 
pinpoint the location in aiding 
the pest control.

On the other hand, the box 
capture is an update to baiting. 
The rodent will eat the bait, set-
ting off an electrical charge. As a 
result, it will catch the rodents in 
a box equivalent to the size of a 
paper shredder. 

For the pilot run of SMART, 
there are four Somerville res-
idences as targets. The select-
ed areas are Davis Square, 
MacArthur St., Lexington 
Ave., and Guillemette St. Ac-
cording to the program presen-
tation, these areas are among 
the most frequented.

A new plan is in place for 
2022. Residents will contin-
ue to receive information and 
make phone calls for any pest 
sightings. In addition, there will 
be a press release, flyer, social 
media post, and installation 
video forthcoming. These will 

inform Somerville about how 
SMART operates in order to 
keep them safe. Residential 
postcards, which played an ac-
tive role in informing the public 
of pest infestations, will be in-
creased in March.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 

has requested that a Rodent 
Control Inspector position be 
created for the team. Ballantyne 
sent a funding request with a 
decision for late February or 
March in mind. This will assist 
in creating a dedicated body to 
regulate pest control.

Seasonal comparison by year.



6••FEBRUARY 23, 2022

Beacon Hill Roll Call
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THE HOUSE AND SENATE. Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records local representatives’ votes on roll calls from the 
week of February 14-18. There were no roll calls in the 
Senate last week.

DRIVER’S LICENSES FOR UNDOCUMENTED 
IMMIGRANTS (H 4461)
House 120-36, approved and sent to the Senate a bill 
that would allow people who are unable to prove lawful 
presence in the United States to apply for a Massachu-
setts driver’s license by providing two documents. The 
first document is a valid unexpired foreign passport 
or valid unexpired consular ID. The second is a valid 
non-Massachusetts U.S. driver's license, birth certifi-
cate, valid foreign national ID card, valid foreign driver’s 
license or a marriage certificate or divorce decree. The 
measure also provides that when processing an appli-
cation for a Massachusetts license, the registry is pro-
hibited from inquiring about or creating a record of an 
applicant’s citizenship or immigration status.

“In line with the 16 other states that have passed laws of-
fering standard licenses to those providing secure iden-
tification documents, this carefully crafted public safe-
ty legislation will mean that all drivers using our roads 
are identifiable, competent and insured,” said Rep. Bill 
Straus (D-Mattapoisett), House Chair of the Commit-
tee on Transportation.

“I oppose this legislation as it creates an incentive and 
encourages more illegal immigration to Massachu-
setts by allowing those who are undocumented and 
here illegally to get a driver’s license,” said Rep. Paul 
Frost (R-Auburn). “The federal government must ad-
dress the matter of those who are here illegally and 
tackle the flow of illegal immigration into the country 
before we start giving out government issued IDs to 
undocumented individuals here illegally in Massa-
chusetts. It sends a wrong message to those who are 
going through the intended process of legally immi-
grating to the country.”

“The [bill] will make Massachusetts roads safer and 
more accessible for all, ensuring all drivers have the same 
safety training, standardized identification and insur-
ance,” said Rep. Tricia Farley-Bouvier (D-Pittsfield), 
sponsor of the original version of the measure.

“I could not support the bill because I have serious 
concerns about the message it sends, how it will be 
enforced and whether it will truly improve road safety 
as its proponents have claimed,” said GOP Minority 
Leader Brad Jones (R-North Reading). “Making driv-
er’s licenses available to undocumented immigrants is 
unfair to those individuals who have followed the law 
to secure lawful presence status or citizenship. I’m also 
concerned that many individuals who will now be eligi-
ble for a license will instead continue to drive without a 
license and without insurance, either because they dis-
trust the government and won’t come forward to apply 
or because they don’t want to pay the added costs of 
carrying insurance.” 

“I filed this bill to enable all residents, regardless of 
immigration status, to apply for a driver’s license so 
they can get to work, take their children to school and 
doctor appointments and buy groceries,” said Rep. 
Christine Barber (D-Somerville), another sponsor of 
the original bill.

“The idea that individuals can cut in line and illegally 
enter the United States of America, then be rewarded 

with the privilege of obtaining a Massachusetts driver's 
license, shows yet again just how far left the state Legis-
lature has become,” said Massachusetts Republican Par-
ty Chairman Jim Lyons. "This new law will only serve to 
encourage more illegal immigration and make the prob-
lem much worse."

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber Yes
 Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
 Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

REQUIRE REGISTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO CITIES 
AND TOWNS (H 4441)
House 31-125, rejected an amendment to a section of 
the bill that prohibits the Registry of Motor Vehicles 
from disclosing personally identifying information and 
communications regarding any applicant for a Massa-
chusetts driver’s license or learner’s permit, “including 
failure to provide proof of lawful presence in the United 
States,” unless specifically authorized to do so under reg-
ulations that are to be drafted by the attorney general’s 
office. 

The amendment would make this information automat-
ically available to municipal clerks attempting to verify 
the identity and eligibility of someone using a Massa-
chusetts license to vote or to register to vote.

“I think it’s perfectly reasonable for these regulations 
to include, at a minimum, language that will ensure 
the sharing of information with municipal clerks 
seeking to verify a voter’s identity and eligibility, and 
with law enforcement officials conducting an inves-
tigation,” said amendment sponsor Rep. Brad Jones 
(R-North Reading.)

Rep. Patricia Farley-Bouvier (D-Pittsfield) said she 
opposed the amendment due to the violation of pri-
vacy that would occur had it been adopted not just for 
immigrants without legal status who would newly be 
applying for standard driver’s licenses, but also for all 
license applicants. “[The bill]  was carefully drafted to 
protect the privacy of all who are applying for licens-
es in Massachusetts and ensure immigrants without 
status would trust that their legal status would not be 
disclosed beyond the standards for all current license 
holders i.e. for law enforcement investigations or insur-
ance purposes,” said Bouvier.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

 Rep. Christine Barber No
 Rep. Mike Connolly No
 Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

THE 2022 STATE ELECTION BEGINS - Secre-
tary of State Bill Galvin announced that nomination 
papers can now be picked up by candidates who are 
planning to run for office in the September 6th prima-
ries and the November 8th general election. Offices on 
the 2022 ballot this year include Congress, state sena-
tor, state representative, governor, lt. governor, attorney 
general, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, governor’s 
councilor, district attorney and sheriff. 

Nomination papers are available at Galvin’s Elections 

Division at One Ashburton Place in Boston, at his re-
gional offices in Springfield and Fall River and select city 
and town election offices across the state. Candidates 
who are unable to pick their papers up in person may call 
617-727-2828 or  1-800-462-VOTE (8683) to request 
to receive their nomination papers by mail.

Depending on the office sought, candidates must collect 
between 150 signatures (for state representative) and 
10,000 signatures (for governor and lt. governor) from 
registered voters to be eligible for their names to be put 
on the ballot.

The deadlines for filing the signatures also vary depend-
ing on the office being sought.  More information is 
available by calling 617-727-2828 or 1-800-462-VOTE 
(8683) or by visiting www.sec.state.ma.us/ele.

$101 MILLION FOR COVID-19 RESPONSE 
(H 4430) – Gov. Baker signed into law a $101 mil-
lion COVID-19 response bill. Key provisions include 
increasing the number of COVID-19 testing sites and 
COVID-19 tests; the acquisition and distribution of 
high-quality personal protective masks, including N95s 
and KN95s, to be distributed to health care workers and 
children and faculty in elementary and secondary pub-
lic-school districts; increasing vaccination rates among 
kids ages five to 11 whose vaccination rates remain low 
in comparison to older residents; and recapitalizing the 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Program. The measure 
also mandates that the Baker administration pursue the 
highest allowable rate of federal reimbursement for the 
$101 million package.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of February 14-18, the House met for 
a total of six hours and 33 minutes and the Senate met 
for a total of 50 minutes.

Mon. Feb. 14 House 11:00 a.m. to 11:16 a.m.
 Senate 11:10 a.m. to 11:19 a.m.

Tues. Feb. 15 House 11:20 a.m. to 11:31 a.m.
 No Senate session

Wed. Feb. 16 House 11:02 a.m. to 4:57 p.m,
 No Senate session
  
Thurs. Feb. 17 House 11:02 a.m. to 11;13 a.m.
 Senate 11:13 a.m. to 11:54 a.m.
 
Fri. Feb. 18 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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COMMENTARY

Steven Buckley of East Somerville. 
We hope Steve has a great day. Happy 
birthday to great guy, Eamon Fee, who 
celebrates this week. We hope he has a 
great birthday. Happy birthday to an-
other good guy, Rod Kreimeyer. We 
hope Rod has a great day. Happy birth-
day to David Mangan. We hope David 
has a great day for himself as well. We 
wish all of our Facebook friends, such 
as Celia Taylor, David Tiger Williams, 
Lauren Daddio, Las Carolinas, Wayne 
A. Fournier, Ann Bourque, David 
Mangan, Sarah Marcone, and Lu Alves 
a very happy birthday. To all those that 
are also celebrating this week, we wish a 
happy birthday.

****************************
We want to congratulate Tommy Barry 
on is retirement from the DPW. Tom-
my retired 2 weeks ago after being a loyal 
DPW employee for 40 years. He worked 
under five different mayors going back to 
Mayor August, Mayor Brune, Mayor 
Capuano, Mayor Roche and Mayor 
Curtatone. Tommy had a long, distin-
guished career for over 40 years in the 
DPW for the City of Somerville, in 
which he worked tirelessly and effort-
lessly to help as many residents and con-
stituents as possible. We wish him the 

best on a well-deserved retirement.
****************************

The CHA Somerville Vaccine Center 
is now accepting walk-ins, as supply al-
lows. The center is open to all, five days 
a week and some Saturdays. You can 
get booster shots for ages 12+ and ini-
tial vaccines for ages 5+. The vaccines are 
free, regardless of immigration or health 
insurance status, and you don't need to 
show ID. Full hours and details are here: 
challiance.org/vaccine. You can still 
make an appointment at tinyurl.com/
metronorthvaccine. If you're a CHA 
patient you can also make an appoint-
ment through MyChart: challiance.org/
mychart. If you need assistance finding a 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster, you can 
call 3-1-1 (617-666-3311).

****************************
Massachusetts has established a tem-
porary program requiring employers 
make paid leave time available for em-
ployees impacted by COVID or who 
have side effects from vaccination. 
Learn more: https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/covid-19-temporary-emer-
gency-paid-sick-leave-program.

****************************
MassDOT will be holding a public 
hearing on Wednesday, March 2, at 

6:00 p.m. regarding the Superstructure 
Replacement of Maffa Way and Mys-
tic Avenue over the Orange Line and 
MBTA/BMRR project. More infor-
mation can be found here: https://www.
mass.gov/event/bostonsomerville-su-
perstructure-replacement-of-maf-
fa-way-and-mystic-avenue-over-or-
ange-line-and-mbtabmrr-project-20
22-03-02t180000-0500-2022-03-0-
2t200000-0500

****************************
Somerville Prevention (@somervil-
leprevention) will be hosting two focus 
group opportunities for Somerville 
adult/caregiver community members 
to give feedback about youth substance 
misuse prevention efforts via Zoom. The 
focus groups are scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 24, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. and 
Thursday, March 3, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Participants will receive a $25 Target gift 
card for participation in the one-hour 
discussion. For more information and to 
sign up, visit https://bit.ly/3qBYfMW.

****************************
If your child or teen is struggling 
with stress or anxiety, you can help by 
reaching out, listening, understanding, 
offering support, and connecting the 
student with key staff at school. Learn 

more about the #SomervilleTogether 
campaign for youth mental health at 
http://bit.ly/3s5uMfu.

****************************
Looking for a way to practice social 
distancing but still remain connected 
to other people? Look no further than 
the Somerville Council on Aging's 
Friendly Phone Caller program. They 
have many wonderful volunteers who 
are waiting to give you a call. Whether 
you are looking to make a new friend or 
would just like a friendly chat to look 
forward to every week, this program has 
you covered. Call Natasha at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2317 to learn more about the 
program and to sign up.

****************************
Live music is back at Sally O’Brien’s, 
335 Somerville Ave., Somerville. Visit 
www.sallyobriensbar.com for a full list 
of future shows.

****************************
Two volunteers are being sought to 
help supervise indoor basketball for 
grades 7 and 8 students as part of the 
Becoming a Man Program. Basketball 
and/or coaching skills nice but not nec-
essary. Wednesdays, 2:45 – 4:00 p.m. 
at Healey School, 5 Meacham St. Con-
tact Alex Bermejo if

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
When so many people start complaining 
and raising the alarms about how bad-
ly our beloved Davis Square is doing in 
terms of upkeep and infrastructure, we all 
need to wake up and pay attention.

While the city has invested heavily in 
the development and promotion of var-
ious areas such as Assembly Row and 
Union Square – and justifiably so – the 
very heart of the downtown community, 

Davis, has quietly been suffering a slow 
death of a thousand cuts.

Broken up walkways, damaged lamp 
posts, peeling paint, etc. It's enough to 
make a lifelong resident wonder how 
things have gone so far.

It seems to be a matter of setting prior-
ities and following through on plans and 
promises. Citizen action groups like Da-
visNow have been shedding light on the 

issues while urging city government to 
take notice and act accordingly for some 
three years now.

However, their efforts seem to be yield-
ing few results. City officials and staff 
have heard the message and have prom-
ised to do more to restore the Square to 
its former glory, but little to nothing has 
actually been done so far.

The city often cites a failure to secure 

bids from contractors that meet their 
budgetary limits as the main contributor 
to the delays.

As host to many traditional events, as 
well as casual days and exciting nights on 
the town, the Square deserves to shine like 
the jewel it once was. It stands to reason 
that any further delays in its renovation 
will be a grave disappointment to many 
who long for its long-awaited revival.

Continued on page 11
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

THE 1940s

ACROSS

1. Decree

6. U.S./U.S.S.R.'s cold one

9. Harry Potter's mark

13. Syrup flavor

14. ____ Khan

15. Bird of prey's nest

16. Lieu

17. H+, e.g.

18. Bashful or Happy

19. "1984" author George

21. Best-selling pop artist Bing

23. Writer ____ Monk Kidd

24. Genghis or Kubla

25. Cranberry habitat

28. Not nice

30. Saddle holders

35. Boris Karloff 's movie "The ____," 

pl.

37. Actress Barrymore

39. Asian goat antelope

40. Supernatural life force

41. Seethes

43. South African antelope

44. Cook from above

46. Rotisserie part

47. Not odd

48. Italy in Italian

50. What snob puts on

52. .0000001 joule

53. Sound of a dropped tome

55. Beer acronym

57. ____ Doctrine, U.S. foreign policy

60. "How Green Was My ____"

63. Another word for nutria

64. Ciao in the U.S.

66. Trip guide

68. Surveyor's maps

69. Afflict

70. Will alternative

71. Additionally

72. Nucleic acid

73. Term of endearment

DOWN

1. Emergency acronym

2. 1949 international org.

3. Copycat

4. Chicken feet

5. Christian hymn (2 words)

6. Graveside sound

7. Gone by

8. TV's Yellowstone, e.g.

9. Uses a Singer

10. Underwater hermit

11. Ethereal

12. Gridiron official, for short

15. Apollo Creed's son

20. City in northern England

22. Old towel, e.g.

24. Rollerskater's protector (2 words)

25. Disney's 1942 orphan

26. Abstractionism using optical illu-

sion

27. Kind of salami

29. Crafts' companion

31. Network of nerves

32. Treasure collection

33. Dreamer?

34. *Popular music style

36. Ship canvas

38. 1939-1945

42. Parallel grooves

45. Acid turns it red

49. "Bingo!"

51. Daryl Hannah's 1984 movie

54. Open up

56. In spite of the fact, arch.

57. Church sound

58. Swedish shag rugs

59. Plotting

60. Velum, pl.

61. Zeal

62. New Haven University

63. IRS employee?

65. Yang's opposite

67. Canny

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

FUN & GAMES

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week
1. Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated.
2. Women blink nearly twice as much as men.

Ms. Cam’s

#815Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What are the colors 
associated with Mardi 
Gras?

2.  What is the most 
famous slogan of Mardi 
Gras?

3.  When is Fat Tuesday 
celebrated?

4.  What are the groups 
that organize New 
Orleans Mardi Gras 
parades called?

5.  In what year was 
Jackie Gleason in the 
Krewe of the Bacchus 
Mardi Gras parade?

6.  What famous father 
and son were each 
crowned King Bacchus 
at New Orleans Mardi 
Gras?

7.  What was the first 
all-female New Orleans 
Mardi Gras krewe?

8.  What is the sig-
nature Mardi Gras 
dessert?

9.  What is traditionally 
hidden inside a king 
cake?

10.  What time does 
New Orleans law 
require masks to be re-
moved on Mardi Gras?

11.  When the 2021 
Mardi Gras parade was 
cancelled because of 
COVID-19 what was 
decorated instead of 
floats?

12.  What states recog-
nize Fat Tuesday as a 
holiday?

Answers on page 11

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle: Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:
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Envisioning 90 Washington Street
'Continuing the Conversation'

By Jim Clark

The second virtual meeting to 
envision a new 90 Washington 
Street, the future home of the 
Public Safety Building (PSB) 
and the Washington Street Re-
development Parcels, took place 
on Wednesday, February 16.

The project team provided 
updates on the PSB project 
and showed options for fu-
ture development based on the 
feedback received at the De-
cember meeting.

Ted Fields, Senior Planner 
in the Economic Development 
Division of the Office of Stra-
tegic Planning and Community 
Development (OSPCD), led 
off the meeting by introducing 
team members and describing 
their various functions within 
the project. He then explained 
that the main purpose of the 
meeting was to follow-up on the 
first meeting held in Decem-
ber of 2021, when participants 
stated what they wanted to see 
on the Washington Street site, 
what sort of new land uses like 
stores, affordable housing, etc., 
were desired, along with the 
proposed safety building. The 
follow-up was intended to ask 

participants specifically where 
they wanted these uses located 
on the site, including the new 
Public Safety Building.

OSPCD Director of Capital 
Projects Melissa Woods pro-
vided background information 
on the acquisition of the site 
and thanked those who offered 
input on the results of the De-
cember 13, 2021, meeting. "I 
spent a lot of time over the past 
six weeks thinking about how 
to best summarize what this is 
about," said Woods. "And I've 
really settled on the analogy of 
being in a horse race. Now, you 
may have heard the Kentucky 
Derby called the most exciting 
two minutes in sports, or some-
thing like that. Our racetrack 
is a little bit bigger than that. 
It's going to take us a few years 
to circle this racetrack. But for 
any true fans of horse racing 
the most important thing is 
that all horses finish the race. 
And that is the most important 
thing about the 90 Washington 
Street project."

Woods continued by remind-
ing participants of the meeting 
that the City Council and the 
Somerville Redevelopment Au-
thority took the property be-

cause they saw value in having 
a site that could not only host 
the Public Safety Building, but 
also include a community vision. 
"There's enough opportunity 
on this site for the Public Safe-
ty Building and the implemen-
tation of a community vision," 
Woods said.

Director of Racial and Social 
Justice Department (RSJ) De-
nise Molina Capers, Esq., also 
a member of the Public Safety 
Building Committee, offered 
her views on the project saying, 
"Part of the work that the RSJ 
Department is doing is making 

sure that we are closely con-
nected with the different steps 
and details of the Public Safety 
Building as far as Capital Proj-
ects is concerned. And so, a 
critical component that the RSJ 
Department is partaking in is 
with the staffing and operations 
analysis of the Somerville Police 
Department, which includes the 
fleet concerns that were men-
tioned in December and doing a 
study that will inform that."

Molina Capers emphasized 
that those interested in learn-
ing how the Police Department 
operates should reach out to the 

RSJ Department.
A number of sketches and 

design concepts for the Public 
Safety Building, adjacent fa-
cilities and public spaces were 
shown to and discussed by par-
ticipants of the meeting.

Following the main virtual 
meeting, several breakout rooms 
were set up for participants to 
use for general discussion and 
asking questions of the various 
team members.

The meeting video can be 
viewed at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=YOCemPX-
tzAQ&t=6s.

The second virtual meeting on the 90 Washington Street project drew together project team members, associated project stake-
holders and the general public to review and look forward to the future of the project as it develops.

Shaw, bought the company out 
but continued making their 
products. 30 years later, in 1960, 
Necco purchased Dagget and 
discontinued the Page and Shaw 
product line. Page and Shaw 
were just one of many compa-
nies Necco purchased, revived, 
then took down with them. In 
2018, Necco shut down its own 
production and sold off its intel-
lectual property.

Squirrel Nut Company was 
another iconic manufacturer 
which made nut-based sweets. 
“If you grew up in the [Cam-
bridge] area, I guarantee you 
knew the Squirrel nut brand,” 
Spindler said.

The building still exists today, 
now serving as a condominium 
residence, but developers pre-
served the original signage. 

Founded in 1888 as the Aus-
tin T. Merrill Company, Squir-
rel Nut Company rebranded 
in 1899. In 1903, the company 
relocated to Cambridge and 
thrived for nearly 100 years. In 
1999, Southern Style Nuts, a 
company based in Texas, bought 
out the Squirrel brand. Only 4 
years later, Necco purchased the 
company. Then, in 2018, John B. 

Sanflippo & Sons purchased the 
intellectual property at auction 
and still make Squirrel Brand 
nuts today.

Boston-based Schrafft’s was 
the largest candy factory in 
the world at 1,600 employees. 
Founded by William Schrafft in 
1861, the company made can-
dies, chocolates, and cakes – op-
erating through stores, ice cream 
parlors and even restaurants. The 
company evolved into a social 
establishment, complete with a 
club, frequent exclusive parties, 
and events featuring original mu-
sicals. Schrafft’s also outsourced 
marketing initiatives to journal-
ists that compiled 30-35-page 
long news briefs that featured 
updates from the company. 

The company went through 
several owners before closing 
in March of 1981 due to a re-
cession. Over 800 workers lost 
their jobs. 

Other honorable mentions in-
cluded Lovell and Covel, originally 
located on 122-140 Fulton Street 
in Boston in 1922 before mov-
ing to 254 Massachusetts Ave in 
Cambridge in 1954. F.H. Roberts, 
which made Apollo Chocolates, 
was located on 128 Cross Street 

in Boston. Necco eventually pur-
chased both companies. 

As for confectioneries in 
Somerville, “There were not very 
many,” Spindler said. “We know 
of two.” Those are the New 
England Maple Syrup Compa-
ny and a bigger manufacturer, 
Kemps, which was located on 19 
Walnut Street in Somerville and 
founded in 1912. That building 
still remains.

Somerville does, however, have 
a considerable claim to fame: 
Archibalt Query invented Fluff 

in the city in 1917.
By the 1940s, Daggett and 

Necco owned all the companies 
in Cambridge (where the major-
ity of candy manufacturers were 
based) and manufacturing in 
New England was declining. Air 
conditioning and growing in-
ternational trade allowed man-
ufacturing to expand across the 
globe, and history saw the rise 
of mega producers like M&M/
Mars, Hersheys, Nestle, Cad-
bury, and others. 

Today, the charm of candies 

exists within smaller brick-and-
mortar shops like Spindler’s 
own. Spindler and his coworkers 
churn out sweets made by hand, 
and are eager to discuss and 
share their accumulated artifacts 
with customers. Spindler wel-
comes you to stop by the shop, 
located at 2257 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Cambridge.

For more information and to 
see additional photos, watch 
Spindler’s presentation here: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=HbPgBFE4r1g.

Sweet City: Highlights from the latest ‘Bittersweet’ event   CONT. FROM PG 4

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Notice is hereby given that a Community Outreach Meeting for a pro-
posed Marijuana Establishment is scheduled for March 10th 2022 at 
7PM at
https://zoom.us/j/91216919984?pwd=aXR4OEFMVHlianhBNW11d3FZMUJDUT09
The proposed Adult Use Retail Marijuana Establishment is anticipated 
to be located at 620 Broadway Somerville MA 02144. There will be an 
opportunity for the public to ask questions

2/23/22 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, March 02, 2022, at 6:00pm through Got-
oWebinar. 

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4273468966157869070
Webinar ID: 865-909-323

TO CALL IN

Phone number: 1 (562) 247-8422
Access code:  981-822-994

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

26 Clyde St #2  Jeff Byrnes seeks approval to exceed the maximum 
 width of a dormer for a project in the Neighborhood 
 Residence (NR) district, which requires a Hardship 
 Variance.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to 
Planning & Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

2/16/22, 2/23/22 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP# 22-36

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services 
Department invites proposals for:

Fire Chief Assessment Center Services

The bid package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement
or from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress page at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
February 23rd, 2022. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS 
Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 
02143 or via Bid Express until: 2:00 pm, Wednesday, March 16th, 2022. 

The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive 
any minor informality in the IFB process, and accept the proposal(s) 
deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.  

Please email purchasing@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3400

2/23/22 The Somerville Times

S.H.A. Job No. P-R-22022

The Somerville Housing Authority invites sealed bids from Vendors 
to supply and delivery of New Refrigerators and New Stoves to our 
Somerville, Massachusetts location/s, in accordance with the doc-
uments prepared by the Somerville Housing Authority Purchasing 
Department Job No. P-R-22022.

Description of Work:

Supply and deliver New Refrigerators and New Stoves to Somerville, 
MA address. Delivery price shall be included in the cost.

Term of contract is 1095 or 365 days from receipt of notice to proceed.

The work is estimated to cost $240,000.00 for 3 years $80,000.00 for 1 
-year alternate

Sealed Bids will be received until 11:00 A.M., on March 9, 2022, 
opened forthwith.

If mailed, bids should be sent to Somerville Housing Authority, Pur-
chasing Department, Attention Anthony Crespo, 30 Memorial Road, 
Somerville, MA  02145 no later than the time specified.

Bid Forms and Specification Documents will be available for download 
on the Somerville Housing Authority’s, web site www.sha-web.org 
under our opportunities tab after 11:00 A.M., on February 23, 2022  If 
bidding you must register with Anthony Crespo at Tonyc@sha-web.org 
and leave a contact email to receive change notices , or updates. If an 
email is received you will receive confirmation of reception via reply to 
your email. The SHA, any of its employees or officers will not be held 
responsible for bids not received or received late.

All inquiries regarding this bid shall be directed to the Purchasing De-
partment by email to Tonyc@sha-web.org within 7 days of bid opening 
date.

2/23/22 The Somerville Times

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA. 01801

Docket No. MI22P0614GD

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

In the matter of: Manuel J Goncalves RESPONDENT
    (Alleged Incapacitated Person)
Of: Somerville, MA.

To the named Respondent and all other interested persons, a petition 
has been filed by

Maria D Goncalves  of Somerville, MA

Susana M Jacobsen of Whitman, MA

in the above captioned matter alleging that Manuel J Goncalves is in 
need of a Guardian and requesting that

Maria D Goncalves  of Somerville, MA

Susana M Jacobsen of Whitman, MA

(or some other suitable person) be appointed as Guardian to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to determine that the Respondent is inca-
pacitated, that the appointment of a Guardian is necessary, and that 
the proposed Guardian is appropriate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for certain specific authority.
_____________________________________________________________

You have a right to object to this proceeding. If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a written appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return day 03/10/2022. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition. If you fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a written affidavit  stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your objection within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to make decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or both. The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the above- named person cannot afford a 
lawyer, one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness: WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H Monks, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:     February 10, 2022    

Tara E. Di Cristofaro
Register of Probate

_____________________________________________________________

ORDER OF NOTICE
It is ORDERED that a copy of this citation be:
Served, with a copy of the Petition, in hand to Manuel J Goncalves by 
a disinterested person at least Fourteen (14) prior to the return date; 
and

Served on the Department of Developmental Services and/or the Unit-
ed States Department of Veterans' Affairs, if interested, and served 
on all other interested persons as defined in G.L. c. 190B, §5-304, at 
least Fourteen (14) days prior to the return date by delivering in hand 
or by mailing by certified, registered, or first-class mail as described 
in G.L. c. 190B, §1-401; or

by publishing a copy of the citation once in    The Somerville Times    , 
publication to be at least Seven (7) days prior to the return date.

See Standing Order 03-09: Notice in Guardianship of Incapacitated 
Persons and Conservatorship Matters

WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H Monks, First Justice of this Court

Date:    February 10, 2022    
Tara E. Di Cristofaro
Register of Probate
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA. 01801

Docket No. MI22P0615PM

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT  OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER  PROTECTED ORDER PURSUANT TO

G. L c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405

In the matter of: Manuel J Goncalves RESPONDENT
    (Person to be Protected/Minor)
Of: Somerville, MA.

To the named Respondent and all other interested persons, a petition 
has been filed by

Maria D Goncalves  of Somerville, MA

Susana M Jacobsen of Whitman, MA

in the above captioned matter alleging that Manuel J Goncalves is in 
need of a Conservator or other protective order and requesting that

Maria D Goncalves  of Somerville, MA

Susana M Jacobsen of Whitman, MA

(or some other suitable person) be appointed as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition ask the court to determine that the Respondent is dis-
abled, that a protective order or appointment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed conservator is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court.
_____________________________________________________________

You have a right to object to this proceeding. If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a written appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return day 03/10/2022. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition. If you fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a written affidavit  stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your objection within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to make decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or both. The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the above- named person cannot afford a 
lawyer, one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness: WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H Monks, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:     February 10, 2022    

Tara E. Di Cristofaro
Register of Probate

_____________________________________________________________

ORDER OF NOTICE
It is ORDERED that a copy of this citation be:
Served, with a copy of the Petition, in hand to Manuel J Goncalves by 
a disinterested person at least Fourteen (14) prior to the return date; 
or if applicable, pursuant to G.L. c. 190B, §5-405, by leaving a copy of 
the petition and citation at the Respondent's last and usual place of 
abode; and

Served on the Department of Developmental Services and/or the Unit-
ed States Department of Veterans' Affairs, if interested, and served 
on all other interested persons as defined in G.L. c. 190B, §5-304(a) 
and §5-206(b), at least Fourteen (14) days prior to the return date by 
delivering in hand or by mailing by certified, registered, or first-class 
mail as described in G.L. c. 190B, §1-401; or

by publishing a copy of the citation once in    The Somerville Times    , 
publication to be at least Seven (7) days prior to the return date.

WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H Monks, First Justice of this Court

Date:    February 10, 2022    
Tara E. Di Cristofaro
Register of Probate
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Norfolk Division Docket No.  21D1296DR

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

FATIMA AL-REKABI, Plaintiff
V.

AHMED AL-ZEYADI, Defendant

To the above names Defendant:

A Complaint for separate support has been presented to the Court by 
the Plaintiff

FATIMA AL-REKABI

You are required to serve upon FATIMA AL-REKABI whose address 
is 100 Copeland Street Quincy, MA 02169 your answer on or before 
4/21/2022. If you fail to do so, the Court will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action, You are also required to file a copy of your 
answer in the office of the Register of this Court at CANTON.

Witness, Patricia Gorman, Esquire, First Justice of said Court at CAN-
TON, this 22nd day of February 2022.

Colleen M. Brierley
Register of Probate

2/23/22 The Somerville Times
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LEGAL NOTICES

Traffic Board Public Hearing on Central Hill Parking Changes, 
February 24

The City of Somerville Traffic Board will hold a virtual public hearing 
on Thursday, February 24, 2022, regarding the Somerville Traffic Com-
mission November 18, 2021, actions making regulatory changes, for a 
period of one year, relative to parking regulations for City and school 
staff on Central Hill, near City Hall, Somerville High School, and the 
Central Library (Agenda Items 5 a – d, and 6).
The public hearing will begin promptly at 6 p.m. The public hearing will 
open with a brief presentation by City staff on the project history and 
objectives. Following the presentation, members of the public will be 
invited to speak. The typical two-minute time limit will be enforced.
The hearing will be hosted on Zoom. To join online, copy and paste the 
following URL and enter passcode 651411.
https://bit.ly/350W11w
To join by phone, dial 646-558-8656 and enter Meeting ID 895 8360 
5004. The public hearing will be recorded and rebroadcast on GovTV 
(channel 13 on RCN, channel 22 on Comcast) and on the City’s You-
Tube channel, youtube.com/SomervilleCityTV.
Written testimony will also be accepted until 4 p.m. on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2022. Written testimony can be emailed to 
transportation@somervillema.gov or mailed to: Mobility Division, 
ATTN: Hearing, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143.
Interpretation into Spanish, Portuguese, Haitian Kreyol, or Nepali may 
be available upon advance request by contacting the SomerViva Of-
fice of Immigrant Affairs at somerviva@somervillema.gov or calling 
311 at 617-666-3311.
Persons with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and services for ef-
fective communication (i.e., CART, ASL), written materials in alterna-
tive formats, or reasonable modifications in policies and procedures 
in order to access the programs, activities, and meetings of the City of 
Somerville should please contact Adrienne Pomeroy at 617-625-6600 
x 2059 or ADA@somervillema.gov.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE

MAYOR
GEORGE J. PROAKIS, AICP
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a 
public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 
6:45pm on the following applications, in accordance with the His-
toric Districts Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
as amended, and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. II, 
Chap. 7, Sections 7-16 – 7-28.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this meeting of the Historic 
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation. 
An audio recording of these proceedings will be available upon re-
quest to historic@somervillema.gov. 

TO USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2550438588061412877

Webinar ID: 505-264-163

TO CALL IN

Phone Number: 1 (914) 614-3221

Access Code: 564-994-559

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING 
COMPONENT 

Alterations to Local Historic District (LHD) Properties

HPC.ALT 2022.03 – 15 Campbell Park
Applicant: Mike Tokatlyan
Owner: Victor Del Porto
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter an 
LHD property by replacing the existing driveway material with brick 
pavers.

HPC.ALT 2022.09 – 17-19 Aldersey Street
Applicant: Paul Morgan
Owner: ZD Aldersey, LLC (Paul Morgan & Carrie Endries)
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter an LHD 
property by altering the masonry of the front façade, replacing the 
garage doors, and adding a roof deck to an existing detached garage.

HPC.ALT 2022.11 – 145 Central Street
Applicant: Josh Safdie
Owner: Same as applicant
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter an LHD 
property by installing two new windows on the left elevation.

HPC.ALT 2022.14 – 74 Mount Vernon Street
Applicant: Eddie & Melody Giron
Owner: Eddie Giron
The Applicant seeks to alter an LHD property by replacing extant 
windows with vinyl windows and to unify the style of window trim 
throughout the building.

Determinations of Historic Significance (STEP 1 IN THE DEMOLITION 
REVIEW PROCESS)

HPC.DMO 2022.04 – 9 Taylor Street
Applicant: 9 Taylor Street, LLC
Owner: Same as Applicant
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

HPC.DMO 2022.05 – 15 Taylor Street
Applicant: Taylor Mystic, LLC
Owner: Same as Applicant
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

Determinations of Preferably Preserved (STEP 2 IN THE DEMOLITION 
REVIEW PROCESS)

HPC.DMO 2021.29 – 722 Broadway
Applicant: Di Camillo Associates, LLC
Owner: Same as Applicant
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

HPC.DMO 2022.01 – 51 Broadway
Applicant: Ben Rogan
Owner: CDA Realty, LLC
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

HPC.DMO 2022.02 – 53 Broadway
Applicant: Ben Rogan
Owner: CDA Realty, LLC
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

HPC.DMO 2022.03 – 11 Benedict Avenue
Applicant: Ben Rogan
Owner: Christopher & Loren Galvin
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

While City Hall continues to be closed in response to the COVID19 
pandemic, case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the 
City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases.
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda 
(posted 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or 
email historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be 
heard. Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written com-
ments due to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one 
week prior to the meeting date. Email historic@somervillema.gov with 
inquiries. 
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interested: abermejo@youth-guid-
ance.org. For all in-person volun-
teering, volunteer must have an 
approved CORI (background 
check) and provide proof of full 
vaccination for COVID-19. Please 
contact SPS Volunteer Coordi-
nator Jcapuano@k12.Somerville.
ma.us if interested.

****************************
Rent a space at the Arts at the 
Armory’s unique spaces. Are you 
looking for a unique and memora-
ble venue for an event? Their his-
toric and spacious Performance 
Hall, intimate and charming Café, 
and comfortable and functional B5 
meeting/classroom/rehearsal space 
are all available to rent. Learn more 
about our spaces here. For more in-
formation, please contact events@
artsatthearmory.org.

****************************
If you are experiencing symptoms 
of COVID-19 or were exposed 
to someone with COVID-19, you 
should get tested. Find a testing 
site near you or where to get an at-
home test kit at somervillema.gov/
covidtesting. If you test positive: 
The CDC advises to isolate for at 
least five days. 

****************************
Prepare for the 2021/2022 snow 
season by reviewing parking rules 
and signing up for alerts. Because 
this winter begins in an odd-num-
bered year, snow emergency park-
ing will be on the odd side of the 
street all winter, unless posted sig-
nage says differently. Check streets 
signs in your neighborhood so you 
know where you can park ahead of 

winter weather. You can also learn 
more about the city’s snow policies 
at somervillema.gov/snow.

****************************
Somerville’s Winter Farmers Mar-
ket takes place Saturdays, 9:30 
– 1:30 p.m., through April 16, at 
Arts at the Armory, 191 High-
land Ave. Offering the best locally 
grown and produced agricultural 
items and more. They offer a di-
verse range of local and New En-
gland produce, as well as cheese, 
eggs, meats, fish, breads, pastries, 
chocolate, and wine. They feature 
rotating guest vendors each week, 
as well as live entertainment and ac-
tivities. Check out the schedule and 
map at www.somwintermarket.org. 
They accept SNAP/EBT & HIP, 
CREDIT and DEBIT cards. $15 
SNAP match for EBT customers.

****************************
After a long three-year hiatus, the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition 
is very excited to announce that 
its Spring into Action event is 
returning the evening of Thurs-
day, March 24. This year they are 
bringing the fun and energy to the 
Somerville Theatre's newly re-
furbished Crystal Ballroom. Join 
them for an evening of cocktails, 
live jazz, passed apps, local bites 
and live music. All proceeds from 
this event will benefit Somerville 
Homeless Coalition clients facing 
homelessness, eviction and food in-
security. They look forward to shar-
ing news about their work in the 
community and how you help them 
to continue advancing their mission 
of finding everyone a home. Single 

ticket price: $125. Discounts are 
available for bulk ticket orders. For 
more information, visit their event 
page https://igfn.us/e/TRWwTw.

****************************
If you are unable to access a 
COVID-19 vaccine due to trans-
portation challenges, but other-
wise are able to leave your home, 
please call 3-1-1 to get connected 
to transportation assistance.

****************************
Individuals who are homebound 
are encouraged to schedule an 
in-home COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment through the state's 
COVID-19 In-Home Vacci-
nation Program. The program 
is open to all individuals who 
are homebound, including 5- to 
11-year-olds, and individuals seek-
ing both initial or booster doses. 
To schedule an appointment, call 
the In-Home Vaccination Cen-
tral In-take Line at (833) 983-
0485. The Intake Line is open 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Representatives 
are available in both English and 
Spanish, and also have access to 
translators for over 100 languages. 
Due to high demand, the current 
estimated wait time for an in-
home vaccination appointment is 
4-6 weeks.

****************************
Don’t forget, if you would like 
to subscribe to receive a digital 
edition of our paper, go directly 
online to our website over to the 
right side and fill out your email 
address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Green represents 
faith, gold symbol-
izes power, purple is 
justice

2.  Laissez les bons 
temps rouler

3.  The day before 
Ash Wednesday

4.  Krewes

5.  1975

6.  Alan Thicke and 
Robin Thicke

7.  Krewe of Muses

8.  King cake

9.  A plastic baby

10.  6:00 p.m.

11.  Houses

12.  Alabama, Flori-
da, and Louisiana

From on page 8
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Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

How do you make 7 even?
Take away the "s"

On This Day in History
February 23

1778 – Baron von Steuben joins the Continental Army at Valley Forge.

1836 – The Alamo is besieged by Santa Anna.

1846 – The Liberty Bell tolls for the last time, to mark George Washington's 
birthday.

1861 – Texas becomes the seventh state to secede from the Union.

1921 – An airmail plane sets a record of 33 hours and 20 minutes from San 
Francisco to New York.

1926 – President Calvin Coolidge opposes a large air force, believing it would 
be a menace to world peace.

1945 – U.S. Marines plant an American flag atop Mount Suribachi on Iwo 
Jima.

1954 – Mass innoculation begins as Salk's polio vaccine is given to children 
for first time.

1972 – Black activist Angela Davis is released from jail where she was held for 
kidnapping , conspiracy and murder.

Representative Barber’s driver’s license
bill passes in landmark House vote 

On February 16, 2022 the Mas-
sachusetts House of Represen-
tatives voted to pass bill H.4461 
the Work and Family Mobility 
Act, filed by Representative 
Christine Barber of Somerville 
and Medford and Represen-
tative Tricia Farley-Bouvier of 
Pittsfield, enabling all state res-
idents to apply for a standard 
MA driver’s license or identifi-
cation card regardless of immi-
gration status.

The historic vote comes after 
a 17 year-long fight from ad-
vocates, bill sponsors, and the 
Driving Families Forward Coa-
lition to get this commonsense 
bill across the finish line. If 
enacted, Massachusetts would 
join 16 other states who have 
expanded access to driver’s li-
censes to immigrants without 

status, including Connecticut 
and Vermont.

“I am incredibly proud and 
grateful for the tremendous and 
persistent work of bill spon-
sors, advocates, and the Driving 
Families Forward Coalition, 
along with leadership from 
Speaker Mariano and Chair-
man Straus who were instru-
mental in the passage of this 
bill,” said Representative Chris-
tine Barber. “This has been a 
multi-year long fight for immi-
grant justice. All parents should 
be able to take their children 
to the doctor, safely and with-
out fear of being pulled over for 
driving without a license.”

H.4461 would allow all quali-
fied Massachusetts residents, re-
gardless of immigration status, 
to apply for standard Massachu-

setts driver's licenses using valid 
documents. Driving is a key tool 
of economic mobility, and hav-
ing a driver’s license allows peo-
ple to safely get to work, drive 
their kids to school, and partic-
ipate in their community.

“Passing the Work and Fam-
ily Mobility Act is one of the 
most important steps the state 
can take to improve road safe-
ty and ensure all residents feel 
safe and can access necessary 
services and health care,” said 
Representative Christine Bar-
ber. “This bill will have an 
immediate impact on the lives 
and success of immigrant fam-
ilies in our state.” 

This bill will benefit public 
safety in the Commonwealth 
by ensuring more drivers on 
the roads are properly trained, 

tested, and insured. With 
more drivers on the road 
with insurance, this will bring 
down the cost of auto insur-
ance for all drivers.

COVID-19 increases the ur-
gency for passing this legisla-
tion. Without access to driver’s 
licenses, immigrants without 
status are at increased risk of 
contracting the virus while tak-
ing public transit or carpool-
ing with others while going to 
work. A driver’s license would 
provide all residents, regardless 
of immigration status, more 
reliable access to healthcare 
and health services, including 
COVID-19 vaccinations and 
testing. With the health of our 
whole community at risk, it is 
essential that everyone has ac-
cess to medical care. 

Being able to navigate your 
home safely is crucial for well-
being. This legislation enables all 
state residents to get from home 
to work safely and without un-
necessary risk or fear. 

The bill passed the House of 
Representatives with a 120–36 
vote. It now goes to the Senate.

34th Middlesex District State Repre-
sentative Christine Barber.

Retirement sendoff for Rudy Revilla

Somerville Firefighter Rudy Revilla retired last month after working 
30 years with the Somerville Fire Department.

Friends gave him send off with a cake at the Medford Sons of Italy 
on Wednesday, February 16.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled-it doesn't mat-
ter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 844-
813-0213

EDUCATION

Train online to do med-
ical billing! Become a 
Medical Office Profes-
sional at CTI! Get trained 
& certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. 
The Mission, Program 
Information and Tuition is 
lo-cated at CareerTechni-
cal.edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8-6 ET)

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! 
Free Consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The wa-
ter is safe, and the dining 
is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-Bedroom 
weeks available. Sleeps 
8. Email: carolaction@
aol.com for more infor-
mation.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC 
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? 
If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! 
Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. Only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-
917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physi-

cians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 
procedures. Real in-sur-
ance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.
com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 ox-
ygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTER-
NET Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your 
service with you when 
you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-888-674-
1423

DEALING WITH WATER 
DAMAGE requires imme-
diate action. Local pro-
fessionals that respond 
immediately. Nationwide 
and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE 
$100. Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-833-800-0411

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some Restrictions 
Apply. Promo Expires 
01/2023. 1-877-925-7371 

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY 
GENERATORS provide 
backup power during 
utility power outages so 
your home and family 
stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 

free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and con-
ditions. 1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATEL-
LITE INTERNET Finally, 
no hard data limits! Call 
Today for speeds up to 
25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! $75 gift card, terms 
apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE IN-
FORMATION PACKAGE 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by 
the Research & Develop-
ment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 
1-855-380-5976 for a Free 
Idea Starter Guide. Sub-
mit your idea for a free 
consultation.

STAY IN YOUR HOME 
longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and instal-
lation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/pen-
nysaver

The Generac PWRcell 
solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, 
reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & 
power your home. Full 
installation services. $0 
down financing option. 
Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-855-270-
3785

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 
backup power during 
power outages, so your 
home & family stay safe 
& comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-yr extended 
warranty $695 value! Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for terms & condi-
tions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-
2490

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand ti-

tles. No contract/commit-
ment. 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. 
Ask how to bundle & 
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-
8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

Update your home with 
beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home 
estimates make it con-ve-
nient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. 
Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Free con-sultation: 
877-212-7578. Ask about 
our specials!

HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV 
& Internet. Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted 
living, memory care, or 
independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies 
the process of finding 
senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Become a published 
author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribu-
tion. Call for free author’s 
guide 833-719-3029 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/
acp

Paying top cash for men's 
sportwatches! Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Day-to-
na, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 833-
603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & 
hear TV w/unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original - 
originally $129.95 - now 
w/this special offer  only 
$59.95 w/code MCB59! 
1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health med-
ical alert system. Most 
advanced medical alert 
product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi 
needed! Special offer w/
code CARE20 for $20 
off Mobile Companion. 
1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of 
managing medications. 
Hero sorts & dispenses 
meds, sends alerts at 
dose times & handles 
prescription refill & 
delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No 
initi-ation fee. 90-day risk-
free trial!  1-888-684-0280

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
CO 80201

__________________________

Reader Advisory: The 
National Trade Associ-
ation we belong to has 
purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining 
the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but 
rather sup-ply the read-
ers with manuals, direc-
tories and other materials 
designed to help their cli-
ents es-tablish mail order 
selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should 
you send any money in 
advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, 
or credit card num-bers. 
Also beware of ads that 
claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair 
company does business 
only over the phone it 
is illegal to request any 
money before delivering 
its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll 
free numbers may or 
may not reach Canada

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, February 23
12:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Community Bulletin Board
7:30am DW In Good Shape
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Global 3000
9:30am Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am SNN Neighborhood Update
11:30am  From My Heart to Yours
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
2:00pm Colores Latinos
3:00pm         Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  DW Conflict Zone
4:30pm Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library
5:00pm Hello Neighbor
5:30pm  From My Heart to Yours
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
7:00pm "The Cask of Amontillado" at VOX POP
7:30pm  Sidewalks Entertainment
8:00pm LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm          DW Euromaxx
9:00pm         Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
10:00pm LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Flotilla
Thursday, 24
12:30am SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am Free Speech TV
1:30am  Free Speech TV
2:00am  Free Speech TV
3:00am  Free Speech TV
6:00am Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am DW Conflict Zone
7:30am          DW Euromaxx
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am          Hello Neighbor
10:00am The Chef's Table Series
10:30am        The Chef's Table Series
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
11:30am        Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm The Somerville Line
1:30pm The Somerville Line

3:00pm  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
4:30pm The Struggle
5:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm #AFAD
6:30pm #AFAD
7:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
8:00pm LIVE - Our View
9:00pm PABFONE Closing Day Ceremony
10:00pm Community Bulletin Board
10:30pm       The World Fusion Show
11:00pm      VOX POP Comedy Night
Friday, February 25
12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am  Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Euromaxx
9:30am Strata
10:00am NASA TV
11:00am SOM ARTS
11:30am Cambridge Calendar
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Community Benefits Agreement
2:00pm Somerville Pundits
2:30pm  Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Gay USA
5:00pm DW Global 3000
5:30pm What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Grandstanders
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
7:30pm         The Somerville Labor Show
8:00pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:30pm       Greater Somerville
9:00pm        Fur, Fins and Feathers
10:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Heavy Leather Music Video Show
Saturday, February 26
12:00am VOX POP Comedy Night
1:00am Free Speech TV
2:00am Free Speech TV
3:00am  Free Speech TV
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am DW Focus on Europe
7:00am Effort Pour Christ

8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SMC Youth Media
9:30am Science 360
10:00am Dead Air Live  
11:00am       TeleGalaxie 
12:00pm  Somerville Storytellers
1:00pm       Tele Magazine
2:00pm Reeling Review
3:00pm MA House of Representatives Formal Session
4:00pm Tele Kreyol
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm         Henry Parker Presents
6:00pm       Somerville Pundits
6:30pm         The Somerville Labor Show
7:00pm        BLOWW Show a Go Go
7:30pm       Somerville Neighborhood News
8:00pm     #AFAD
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm        Heavy Leather Music Video Show
11:00pm        SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm        Queer Cats
Sunday, February 27
12:00am       Flotilla
1:00am        NASA TV
1:30am NASA TV
2:00am        NASA TV
3:00am          Free Speech TV
6:00am         Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am Effort Pour Christ
9:00am NASA TV
10:00am Tele Kreyol
11:00am House of Representatives Formal Session
12:00pm Sidewalks Entertainment
1:00pm          SOM ARTS
1:30pm SNN Neighborhood Update
2:00pm Chico and B-Man
3:00pm African Television Network
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm Gay USA
6:00pm  VOX POP: Somerville Connects
6:30pm  DW Tomorrow Today
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
8:00pm          Dead Air Live
9:00pm         Tele Magazine
10:00pm        Community Lens: Somerville 5K Detour
11:00pm TUTV
11:30pm        SCATV Secret Stash
Monday, February 28

12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Somerville Storytellers
7:30am Going Postal
8:00am  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Science 360
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am Our View
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm SOM ARTS
1:30pm Somerville Storytellers
2:00pm NASA TV 
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm African Television Network
5:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
6:00pm LIVE from VOX POP
6:30pm Fur, Fins and Feathers
7:00pm Tele Galaxie
8:00pm LIVE -Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm Colores Latinos
11:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
Tuesday, March 1
12:00am Public Safety/Homeland Security Hearing
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am NASA TV
8:00am Democracy Now!
9:00am The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am Strata
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
2:00pm Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm Democracy Now!
4:00pm SMC Youth Media
4:30pm Going Postal
5:00pm LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm From My Heart to Yours
7:00pm The Somerville Labor Show
7:30pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm The World Fusion Show
10:00pm Totally Working Out
11:00pm  Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm SCATV Secret Stash

GovTV – Comcast 22/RCN 13/613

EdTV - Comcast 15/RCN 15/ 614

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 

Wednesday, February 23

6:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
7:00am Chair Yoga w Chris
7:30am West Branch Library Ribbon Cutting
8:00am City Council Spotlight - Judy Pineda Neufield
8:30am Conway Park Ribbon Cutting 12-9-21
8:51am Mental Health Resources
9:00am Congressional Update
10:00am Mayor's Farewell Address
11:00am Fit 4 Life Home Workout #7
11:30am City Council Meeting 2-10-22
3:30pm Congressional Update
4:00pm Fit-4-Life Video #4
4:30pm Town Hall with COVID-19 Response Team
5:30pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
6:00pm Bittersweet Curator Tour
6:35pm Transgender Day of Remembrance 2021
7:00pm Museum of Bad Art Tour
8:00pm Congressional Update
8:30pm 2022 Mayoral Inauguration
9:45pm SPD Ride Along
10:00pm School Committee Meeting 2-7-22
11:34pm SPL Cooking - Simple Chocolate Cake
11:47pm SPL Cooking - Orange Cornmeal Cake

Thursday, February 24
12:00am Congressional Update
12:30am City Council Meeting 2-10-22
6:00am Let's Talk About a Poem - Herbert "Flowers"
7:30am Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
8:00am Mayor's Farewell Address
8:45am SPL Cooking - Simple Chocolate Cake
9:00am 2022 Mayoral Inauguration
10:13am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
11:00am Fit-4-Life Video #4
11:30am Congressional Update
12:00pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:30pm Bittersweet Curator Tour
1:05pm 2022 Mayoral Inauguration

2:30pm The Bilingual Brain Benefits of Bilingualism
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
7:00pm City Council Meeting- LIVE

Friday, February 25
12:30am Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:55am Mabel And Jerry - Senior Story
1:30am Bittersweet Curator Tour
2:05am Museum of Bad Art Tour
6:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice II
7:00am Museum of Bad Art Tour
8:00am Town Hall with COVID-19 Response Team
9:00am Bittersweet Curator Tour
10:00am Chair Yoga w Chris
10:30am Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
11:00am Fit 4 Life Home Workout #7
11:30am City Council Spotlight -  Judy Pineda Neufield
12:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 2-22-22
3:00pm COVID Vaccine Portuguese Dr Kris CHA
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
4:30pm Museum of Bad Art Tour
5:30pm Raising Families- Vaping
6:00pm School Committee Meeting 2-7-22
7:35pm Transgender Day of Remembrance 2021
8:00pm Congressional Update
8:30pm Bittersweet Curator Tour
9:05pm Finance Committee Meeting 2-22-22

Saturday, February 26
12:00am First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2022
1:05am Roundhouse and the Architecture of Hope
2:00am Museum of Bad Art Tour
6:30am Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
7:00am 2022 Mayoral Inauguration
8:15am SPL Cooking - Simple Chocolate Cake
8:30am Congressional Update
9:00am Roundhouse and the Architecture of Hope
10:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
11:00am Chair Yoga w Chris
11:30am Transgender Day of Remembrance 2021

12:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 2-22-22
3:00pm Town Hall with COVID-19 Response Team
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
4:30pm Connecting Communities
5:00pm SHS Ribbon Cutting
6:15pm Let's Talk About a Poem - Herbert "Flowers"
7:45pm SPD Ride Along
8:00pm West Branch Library Ribbon Cutting
8:30pm Connecting Communities
9:01pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
9:30pm 2022 Mayoral Inauguration
11:00pm Bittersweet Curator Tour
11:34pm Conway Park Ribbon Cutting 12-9-21

Sunday, February 27
12:00am Connecting Communities
12:30am Museum of Bad Art Tour
1:30am Finance Committee Meeting 2-22-22
6:30am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice II
7:30am Let's Talk About a Poem - Herbert "Flowers"
9:00am Congressional Update
9:30am City Council Spotlight - Judy Pineda Neufield
10:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice I
11:00am Fit 4 Life Home Workout #7
11:30am West Branch Library Ribbon Cutting
12:00pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:30pm Bittersweet Curator Tour
1:05pm 2022 Organizational Meeting
2:00pm Let's Talk About a Poem - Herbert "Flowers"
4:00pm Fit-4-Life Video #4
4:30pm Roundhouse and the Architecture of Hope
5:30pm SPL Cooking - Simple Chocolate Cake
6:00pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
6:30pm Congressional Update
7:00pm City Council Spotlight - Judy Pineda Neufield
7:30pm City Council Meeting 2-24-22

Monday, February 28
12:00am Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:30am City Council Spotlight -  Judy Pineda Neufield

1:00am Finance Committee Meeting 2-8-22
6:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice III
7:00am Chair Yoga w Chris
7:30am West Branch Library Ribbon Cutting
8:00am Museum of Bad Art Tour
9:00am City Council Spotlight -  Judy Pineda Neufield
9:30am Congressional Update
10:00am Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
11:00am Fit 4 Life Home Workout #7
11:30am Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:00pm City Council Meeting 2-24-22
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
4:30pm Let's Talk About a Poem - Herbert "Flowers"
6:00pm Conway Park Ribbon Cutting 12-9-21
7:00pm School Committee Meeting - LIVE
11:00pm Museum of Bad Art Tour

Tuesday, March 1
12:00am City Council Meeting 2-24-22
6:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
7:00am Let's Talk About a Poem - Herbert "Flowers"
8:30am Congressional Update
9:00am Connecting Communities
9:30am Roundhouse and the Architecture of Hope
10:30am Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
11:30am City Council Spotlight - Judy Pineda Neufield
12:00pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:30pm Finance Committee Meeting 2-22-22
3:30pm Congressional Update
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #2
4:30pm Finance Committee Meeting 2-22-22
7:00pm Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
7:30pm Museum of Bad Art Tour
8:30pm School Committee Meeting 2-28-22
11:30pm City Council Spotlight - Judy Pineda Neufield

Wednesday, March 2
12:00am Senior Circuit: Veterans' Services
12:30am Traffic & Parking Committee 2-28-22

Wednesday, February 23

6:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
7:00am Highlander History: Ruari & Felix
7:30am Student of the Qtr - Healey 2-13-20
8:00am SHS Hockey vs Medford
9:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Malden
11:00am SFLC Friday Family Fun Night 2-5-21
12:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn English
2:00pm SHS Girls Soccer vs N Attleboro 11-4-21
3:30pm SPL Gardening - Garlic-Scapes
4:00pm Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
5:00pm Highlander History: Ruari & Felix
5:30pm Student of the Qtr - Healey 2-13-20
6:00pm SHS Hockey vs Medford
7:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Malden
9:00pm SFLC Friday Family Fun Night 2-5-21
10:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn English

Thursday, February 24
12:00am SHS Girls Soccer vs N Attleboro 11-4-21
1:30am SPL Gardening - Garlic-Scapes
6:00am SHS Hockey vs Winthrop
7:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Revere
9:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Reading
11:00am WSNS Pre-K-8 Winter Concert 2022
12:30pm SHS Girls' LAX vs Malden 6-2-21
2:00pm SHS Hockey vs N. Andover
3:30pm WHCS Winter Concerts 2021

4:00pm SHS Hockey vs Winthrop
5:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Revere
7:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Reading
9:00pm WSNS Pre-K-8 Winter Concert 2022
10:30pm SHS Girls' LAX vs Malden 6-2-21

Friday, February 25
12:00am SHS Hockey vs N. Andover
1:30am WHCS Winter Concerts 2021
6:00am West Branch Library Ribbon Cutting
7:00am Argenziano School Winter Concert
8:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs Holliston
10:30am SHS Hockey vs Bedford
12:00pm SHS Volleyball vs Malden 10-6-21
2:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Chelsea
3:30pm Highlander History - ORourke and Dickerson
4:00pm West Branch Library Ribbon Cutting
5:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert
6:30pm SHS Football @ N Quincy 9-10-21
8:30pm SHS Hockey vs Bedford
10:00pm SHS Volleyball vs Malden 10-6-21

Saturday, February 26
12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Chelsea
1:30am Highlander History - ORourke and Dickerson
6:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Lynn Classical
7:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn English
9:00am ESCS Winter Concert 2019
10:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Holliston

12:00pm SHS Girls Soccer vs Chelsea 10-8-21
1:30pm SHS Volleyball vs Medford 10-12-21
3:00pm SHS Hockey vs Medford
4:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Lynn Classical
6:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn English
7:30pm ESCS Winter Concert 2019
8:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Greater Lowell Tech
10:30pm SHS Girls Soccer vs Chelsea 10-8-21

Sunday, February 27
12:00am SHS Volleyball vs Medford 10-12-21
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Medford
6:00am Week of the Young Child 2021
6:30am SHS Fall Sports Rally 11-24-21
7:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs KIPP
8:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Malden
10:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Lynn Classical
11:30am SHS Hockey vs Everett
1:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett 2-8-22
2:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Holliston
4:00pm Week of the Young Child 2021
4:30pm SHS Fall Sports Rally 11-24-21
5:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs KIPP
6:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Malden
8:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Lynn Classical
9:30pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
11:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett 2-8-22

Monday, February 28

12:30am SHS Hockey vs N. Andover
6:00am SHS Hockey vs Latin Academy
7:30am Week of the Young Child 2021
8:00am SHS Fall Sports Rally 11-24-21
8:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs KIPP
10:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Malden
11:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Lynn Classical
1:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
2:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett 2-8-22
4:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Holliston
5:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs KIPP
7:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Malden
8:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Lynn Classical
10:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
11:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett 2-8-22

Tuesday, March 1
1:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Holliston
6:00am SHS Hockey vs Winthrop
8:00am SHS Winter Concert '21
9:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Chelsea
11:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Reading
1:00pm SHS Girls Soccer vs LC 10-29-21
2:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Holliston
4:00pm SHS Hockey vs Winthrop
6:00pm SHS Winter Concert '21
7:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Chelsea
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Reading
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

LLyricalyrical
SOMERVILLESOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

Poetry Review by Off the Shelf Correspondent Ed Meek

Coupling by Carolynn Kingyens
Kelsay Books, 68 pages, $16.50.

In this collection, Carolynn Kingyens discloses 
what lies behind the veneer of our relationships. 

Art is a survival tool. It helps us make meaning of 
our lives by providing us with aesthetic pleasure, 
much as the beauty of nature does. The main-
stream media titillates us with disconnected, most-
ly fragmented negative narratives.

The language of art peels back the curtain of 
confusion and shows us the wizard, for better or 
worse. Coupling, Carolynn Kingyens’ second book 
of poems, goes about disclosing what lies behind 
the veneer of our relationships. She draws from 
her past and invites us to share revelations that are 
both humorous and troubling.

Kingyens is particularly good at dramatizing par-
adoxes we cling to in everyday life. We are influ-
enced by the beliefs we grew up with – even when 
we no longer entirely believe them.

“Each chore/ around your house–/a station of 
the cross:/that’s how far gone I was/that’s how 
good you were/in bed.” Like Lena Dunham in the 
series Girls, the narrator of Kingyens’ poems finds 
herself stuck in relationships that she’s both sur-
prised and appalled by.

In Alone Now, Kingyens invites us to Imagine for 
a moment being trapped on a long flight to Tibet; 

a kind stranger in the seat beside you– who nev-
er shuts up.
By the fifth hour, your neck begins to hurt from 
all the nodding.

Readers will no doubt nod along in amused 
agreement, while having to acknowledge at the 
same time that its true – these situations drive us 
crazy. And the weird part is they happen to all of 
us all the time.

A few stanzas later she says:

Imagine, for a moment, your head in your hands.
The serious turn in the poem is so emotional-
ly effective because the horror was prefaced by 
humor. She suggests that we live lives filled with 
tragicomedy.

Kingyens' comment on marriage partakes of that 
clear-eyed vision:

No one warns you about the movement in mar-
riage, that slow-motion drift toward indifference
“Write about the things that bother you. The 
experiences that don’t go away,” poet Richard 
Hugo once said. Kingyens tells us about a friend 
who remains in her thoughts.

Jimmy Russo told me six months before he 
jumped off the George Washington Bridge that 
my problem was I didn’t know myself; that…
and I talked too much.

Kingyens taps into how we remember odd de-
tails about friends who are no longer with us.

In the title poem, Coupling, Kingyens contrasts 
the story her husband tells others about how they 

met with the real story. She hones in on how we 
present better versions of ourselves and our rela-
tionships to others. We hide the self that exists be-
neath the reassuring social façade. You need to do 
no more than check out all the testifying that takes 
place on Facebook around anniversaries.

Your version of events were tidy and clean, When 
you said you knew I was the woman you were 
destined to marry the moment you saw me…
But the truth was:

you had no interest in wanting to marry me the 
day I showed up in your messy doorway…
I was ripe, hot, willing to please— not the bitch 
you would later marry.

One of Kingyens’ strengths is her ability to view, 
with skepticism, her religious upbringing. Here is 
her experience of Vacation Bible School:

We sang songs at Vacation Bible School about 
how Jesus loved the little children of the world…
All of us, soldiers for Christ.
We drank Jim Jones-colored punch and ate no 
frills butter cookies…

The Jim Jones reference emphasizes the cult like 
atmosphere. As children, many of us believed these 
myths. Kingyens then shocks us with how some of 
her bible schoolmates turned out:

Years later, Timmy Ainsley would shoot 
himself in the mouth after he came out to his 
parents…
And I heard little Regina Hopely, Bethel’s Christ-
mas Pageant Mary, became a meth addict…

Taking a poetic approach similar to that of Hugo, 
Joseph Lawrence, and Doug Holder, Kingyens ze-
roes in on stories and experiences that stick with 
her. She shares them with us, prompting us to take 
a closer – perhaps braver – look at our own lives 
and relationships. Her poems are rife with the con-
tradictions we all live with; she reminds us that we 
need good poetry to make sense of our lives.

Michael Todd Steffen is the recipient of a 
Massachusetts Cultural Council Fellow-
ship. His poetry has appeared in journals 
including The Boston Globe, E-verse Radio, 
The Lyric, The Dark Horse, Ibbetson Street, 
The Concord Saunterer, and POEM. Of 
his second book, On Earth As It Is, now 
available from Cervena Barva Press. Joan 
Houlihan has noted Steffen’s intimate portraits, sense of histo-
ry, surprising wit and the play of dark and light…the striking 
combination of the everyday and the transcendent.

Dear Friend

This morning couldn’t help thinking of you

and your Romaine salads, the scallion roots

you’d start to grow in the tall glasses of water

giving yourself over to the honest labor

of transplanting the long translucent “fingers”

as you called them into the peat and perlite

of the window planter. There are all sorts of these things

by habit we throw away we can recycle

gardening our garbage, our treasures—the hours

I might have composted sleeping in this morning.

Thoreau, remember? How to kill a little time

without injuring eternity? I stand on the shore

of that ocean of time which your recent move

has placed between us, shipwrecked as I feel

looking for your reflection in the kitchen window

with a glimpse of the city’s rooftops leafing into light.

I have some bread left I’ve put in the oven for croutons.

There’s vinegar. Oil, garlic, the peppery mustard

and sour cream for the dressing with its mixture

of tang and spice like differences in friendship

to waken the tongue, blanketed in the pearl

of whatever it is, a little mute, wholly mutual

that sends you this good morning and its pathway

hunger to share with you, all with a noon’s menu.

— Michael Todd Steffen

Carolynn Kingyens’ 'Coupling'
Art as a Means of Survival

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu



BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.

Let your customers find you in 

Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010

16••FEBRUARY 23, 2022


