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City government roars back into
action for 2019 and beyond

By Jim Clark

While the federal government remains deep 
in the throes of a (hopefully) temporary "shut-
down," the same cannot be said for local munici-
palities such as ours. And so, the City of Somer-
ville emerged from its deep winter holiday break 
this week to forge ahead with the business of 
the people and its environs.

Public officials gathered for an "organizational 
meeting" on Monday night in the city's Alder-
manic Chambers to elect officers, adopt rules, 
and deliver addresses, all in the spirit of begin-
ning the year anew.

The Board of Aldermen – soon to be known 
as the City Council – re-elected Ward 7 Alder-
man Katjana Ballantyne to her second consec-
utive term as Board President, an accomplish-
ment never before achieved by a woman in the 
city's history.

Ward 1 Alderman Matthew 

The Co-Incidence Festival is a gathering of ex-
perimental composer-performers for ten days 
hosted by Non-Event at Washington St. Gal-
lery in Somerville.

The project is based on an expanded view of 
what constitutes art, music, and the traditional 
concert. Following the example of the revolu-
tionary arts community Black Mountain Col-
lege, it will bring together a group of radical 
artists operating in the boundary-zones of their 
practice to take part in a residency curated as 
"social sculpture."

Reflecting the values of experimental music, 
Co-Incidence will be allowed to grow organical-
ly, strongly influenced by the artists who attend: 
the directors simply provide a time, space, and 
loose framework.

This year, the festival will follow a set of maps 
that score the flow of concepts and events, by 
way of nomadic movement through the struc-
ture of the Residency. Only certain major meet-
ing points (arrival, departure,

Welcoming the Co-Incidence Festival
An experimental music gathering in Somerville

Continued on page 4

The Co-Incidence Festival runs from January 11–19 at the Washington Street Art Center, 321 Washington 
St., Somerville.Continued on page 14

Mayor Curtatone offered his views on the state of the city and how public policy should be shaped in the year 
to come at Monday night's organizational meeting.
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Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday 
to a well-known sort of historian and good guy, Matt Hoey. 
We wish him the very best on this his birthday week. Happy 
birthday to former East Somerville, now Magoun Sq., sign guy, 
Dominick Silvestri Jr. We wish him the very best. Happy birth-
day to Theresa Rodriques, who is celebrating this week. Happy 
birthday to one of nicest ladies, Bonnie Raboin Carriger, who 
is also celebrating this week. Happy birthday as well to a good 
guy, Ken Sprague. Finally, to one of Somerville's finest first re-
sponders and all around nice guy, Kevin O’Donovan, who is 
one of our best firemen. We wish him a great birthday. Happy 
birthday to everyone here and from the city who is celebrating 
this week. We wish every one of them a very happy birthday. 

**************************
A third East Somerville Reunion is set for this year. Dan Ro-
govich has let us know he is once again planning for it. Lots of 
people who grew up in East Somerville have missed the last 
two but wanted to be there for the third. Dan, who is an East 
Somerville lover, managed to get the Somerville City Club 
booked on Saturday, June 15. He and his assistants worked 
hard on the previous two reunions and they will do the same 
this year to make this one a success. We here at The Times are 
from East Somerville and we will be there, and we have already 
reached out to others. A small group of “down backers” behind 
the Bucket who grew up there in the 60’s will all be there. They 
meet every four or so months nowadays to talk about old times 
and the great times. Help make this a success. Go online to 
Facebook and check it out. Ask Dan what you can do to help. 
He is looking for the food, entertainment and just plain East 
Somerville fun. Charlestown line to McGrath Hwy. is con-
sidered East Somerville, which includes Glen Park, Florence 
St. park, Prescott School, Seven Son’s Restaurant, Trina’s on 
Washington, Steve’s, Tip Top, S&S Subs on Cross St., Ave-
nue’s, Broadway show, lower Broadway, Tufts St. 

**************************
What’s this? According to the Boston Continued on page 11
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Countdown to yesteryear

Leo connerty says:

Forgot some of those places Jimmy…so I’d like to forget…or some a foggy memory!!!
Great column ….keep them coming

Dolly says:

Those were the days. Great piece of nostalgia for me. Thank you

Jo-Ann says:

Thanks for the memories! I didn’t go out on New Yera’s Eve back then..I was home raising two 
young children. But I do remember the Sherlock Holmes Pub, my former husband used to go 
there all the time. i was just recently told that there was no such place! But now you made it pub-
lic, so it was! My sister worked at The Embassy. So there were a lot of memories remembered. 
Thanks!

Response to: Somerville’s Board of Aldermen to become 
City Council

Noel Efturn says:

Congratulations to all the new Councilmen!

Caitlin says:

They said they were going to make housing more affordable? My rent went up another $100 in 
September!

Response to: Somerville seeking Somervision 2040 
committee members

Highlander says:

Feels like we just finished the last one. Who asked for an update? Developers? The mayor’s got 
some explaining to do. This feels like another snow job from City Hall planners.

DatGruntled says:

The Aldermen are still dragging their feet on most of the last Somervision.
How many more thousands of hours of hours of our time are going to be wasted?

Somerville lifer says:

Since the village idiots voted to raise our taxes for “open space and affordable housing” has anyone 
seen any increase in Somerville. I have seen the enemy and it is us.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

Healey Schoolyard community meeting
Please join the Somerville Office of Strategic Planning 
and Community Development and Ward 4 Alderman 
Jesse Clingan for a community meeting on Thursday, 
January 10 to discuss design plans for the Healey 
Schoolyard.

The meeting is scheduled for 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Healey School cafeteria, 5 Meacham St. For more info 
or with any questions about the project, please contact 
Arn Franzen at AFranzen@somervillema.gov.



The Somerville Theatre Festival
invites calls for short plays

Boston’s own Performing Fusion Theatre 
invites submissions for the Somerville The-
atre Festival. The Rockwell (formerly The 

Davis Square Theatre) will host the Fes-
tival on April 18, 21, 26 and 27. They are 
looking for short plays, 10 minutes or less, 

to showcase at the Festival for a four day 
run. Five finalists will be chosen and the 
winning playwrights will have their work 
cast, produced and staged by Performing 
Fusion Theatre at the Rockwell. The dead-
line for submissions is February 15.
What they are looking for:
The theme for the 2019 Somerville The-
atre Festival is “human rights” and we en-
vision broad interpretations of these vital 
rights. This time of political turmoil and 
atrocity in U.S. history is not a question 
of democrat vs republican. Human Rights 
are rights inherent to all human beings.

Learn more about human rights here: 
http://www.un.org/en/sections/is-
sues-depth/human-rights/

Submit a story about gender, racial, sex-

ual, religious, national, or even transna-
tional human rights or lack thereof. Make 
it a comedy, a drama, a romance, or all of 
the above – just make it grab them.  Make 
it unforgettable, let the dialogue pop off 
the page and send a message. They want 
work that pinches or tickles them.  They 
want work that marks them and comes to 
mind when they are lying in bed at night 
because they can see and feel the narra-
tive. They have a strong interest in mul-
ticulturalism and the fusion of other art 
forms.  So take artistic leverage, take risks, 
they are not a company to shy away from 
displaying provocative and thought-pro-
voking work. Plays should be no longer 
than 10 minutes and much shorter work 
is equally encouraged. 
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Heinekens and home fries

To quote The Tool’s 1978 single Spark 
’Em Up, “When we party, we party hearty, 
and when we boogie, we boogie woogie.” 
And when we’re hungry, watch out!

Somerville was always a big party city, 
especially over the past few decades. Lots 
of bars, clubs and posts kept us very busy 
on the weekends. We put on our best 
clothes and hit the night spots. We drank, 
inhaled second hand smoke, and partied 
the night away.

After a few hours of loud music, cock-
tails and free styling on the dance floor, 
we heard that familiar sound ... last call! 
Then we would hear, “Drink 'em up! Let's 
go! Let’s go, Let’s go! Hotel, Motel time! 
You can’t sleep here!”

The Buds, Millers, Bacardi's, and Sloe 
Gin Fizzes along with The Hustle, The 

Electric Slide and The Bump, made us 
very hungry. Ravenously hungry. Thank-
fully, most groups of bar hoppers had 
their designated drivers when It was time 
to hit the late night/early morning break-
fast joints.

We took our smoke saturated, somewhat 
inebriated bodies on a serious quest for 
food. We became zombies. “We need cof-
fee, we need eggs! Sausage! Home fries!”

Three places automatically come to 
mind. The Trifecta of late night noshing. 
The Bermuda Triangle of early morning 
munchies. They were Howard Johnsons’ 
in Wellington Circle, The Golden Egg on 
Mystic Ave and Kay and Chips in Davis 
Square. They were the breakfast Meccas.

If you were there, you are smiling right 
now because you remember the craziness 
of those early morning escapades. Eggs go 
with just about everything but mix them 
with half soused rowdies and you have a 
true life reality show. 

The cast of characters included the 
waitresses and staff, but featured the 

loud, boorish, half in the bag buffoons 
and their friends. He, she or they usually 
used offensive, vulgar language and ended 
up picking fights. Then for act two, the 
cops showed up and escorted the unruly 
patrons away.

Breakfast and a show! If you spent the 
evening at The Surrey Room or any of 
the other Davis Square night spots, you 
just had a small distance to go to reach 
the delicious doors of Kay and Chips. It 
was known as being "within stumbling 
distance." Kay and Chips, formerly at the 
corner of Highland and Cutter, was my 
favorite. My DD. My designated diner.

They squeezed a lot of inebriated late 
night action into a small space, and we 
loved it!

I saw my first flying metal napkin dis-
penser at The Golden Egg.

No matter where you went, Kay and 
Chips, HoJos’ or The Egg, you were sure 
to find people you knew. Some were noto-
rious. You’d usually find drama too. I was 
always amazed how fast the staff could 

clean up broken glass, spilled syrup, and 
stained tablecloths. There always seemed 
to be a couple of tables of people that 
were drunker and louder than the rest. 
The Perfect Storm of a night of drinking, 
followed by serious hunger pangs fueled 
true life situation comedy. I’m glad that 
I experienced memorable breakfasts at 
all three of the aforementioned spots. 
Howard Johnsons in Medford was right 
across from The MDC Police Station, so 
when an altercation occurred the MDC 
showed up PDQ.

Today, there are around 30 or so restau-
rants in Davis Square and vicinity but 
none are packed at three in the morning 
like those breakfast spots of old.

The crazy weekend food fests seem to 
have been replaced with calmer brunches 
and conventional breakfasts. Our mem-
orable late night/early morning romps 
were replaced by raising kids and giving 
our livers a well-deserved break.

And. just for the record, man buns are 
out and cinnamon buns are in.

Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

Continued on page 9
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By Jim Clark

Unwelcome customer unwilling to be identified
Police officers were dispatched 
to the bfresh Market on Elm 
St. Sunday morning on re-
ports of an unwanted person 
on the premises.

Upon arrival, the officers met 
with the reporting party, the 
manager of the market, who 
stated there was person who was 
sleeping while seated at a table 
on the Dunkin' Donuts side of 
the store, and that he was to be 
trespassed.

A previous manager had re-

portedly asked the man, later 
identified as Shawn Moore, of 
Dorchester, to leave multiple 
times, but he refused to do so.

The officer approached Moore 
and asked him to identify him-
self. He reportedly stated that 
he was leaving and therefore did 
not have to identify himself.

Moore was asked if he had any 
form of identification on his per-
son, and he said that he did not. 
When asked for his name and 
date of birth and he supplied 

false information, according to 
police. The officers reportedly 
provided multiple opportunities 
for Moore to give his real name 
and date of birth.

According to reports, cus-
tomers began gathering and be-
coming spectators, as Moore's 
behavior became boisterous. He 
was subsequently informed by 
the officers that he was inter-
fering with an investigation and 
that they needed to identify him 
in order to trespass him from 

the property.
After once again refusing to 

identify himself, Moore was in-
formed that he was being placed 
under arrest for interfering with 
a police investigation and disor-
derly conduct.

Upon conducting an inventory 
search of the outermost com-
partment of Moore's backpack, 
there was what seemed to be a 
pill bottle. When asked what the 
pill bottle contained, he report-
edly stated that it was someone's 

medication. He also stated that 
he had another bottle of pills. 

Both these bottles were labeled 
as belonging to someone with a 
female name. Moore reportedly 
said it was his mother's name, 
that he does not have medical 
insurance, and that his mother 
gets the prescription for him.

The officers were reportedly 
unable to identify the pills. 

Moore was placed under arrest 
and charged with disturbing the 
peace and witness intimidation.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG
Arrests:

Angelo Devito, of 9 Gilmore 
Rd., Framingham, January 2, 
11:57 a.m., arrested at Pauli-
na St. on a charge of receiving 
a stolen motor vehicle and on 
warrant charges of receiving a 
stolen motor vehicle, larceny 
by check over $1200, forgery of 
check, and utter false check.

Glens Stocki, of 16 Web-
ster Rd., Lexington, January 2, 
11:57 a.m., arrested at Paulina 
St. on warrant charges of oper-
ation of a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license, motor vehi-
cle lights violation, operation of 
a motor vehicle under the in-
fluence of liquor, negligent op-
eration of a motor vehicle, and 

marked lanes violation.
Delia Andrade, of 100 heard 

St., Chelsea, January 3, 5:44 
p.m., arrested at Myrtle St. on a 
warrant charge of operation of 
a motor vehicle with a suspend-
ed license.

Carlos Ramos, of 11 Con-
gress Ave., Chelsea, Janu-
ary 4, 12:32 a.m., arrested 

at Blakely Ave. on warrant 
charges of speeding, opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license, reckless 
operation of a motor vehicle, 
failure to stop for police, and 
resisting arrest.

Tyrique Jean-Louis, of 26 
Nelson St., Dorchester, Janu-
ary 5, 10:34 p.m., arrested at 

River Rd. on charges of disor-
derly conduct and violation of 
city ordinance possession of a 
dangerous weapon.

Shawn Moore, of 26 Nel-
son St., Dorchester, January 5, 
10:34 p.m., arrested at River 
Rd. on charges of disturbing 
the peace and witness intimi-
dation.

McLaughlin was likewise re-
elected to serve as Vice-Presi-
dent of the Board.

For School Committee, both 
Chair Carrie Normand and 
Vice-Chair Emily Ackman were 
re-elected to their positions.

Following addresses by Bal-
lantyne and Normand, Mayor 
Joseph A. Curtatone offered his 
thoughts on where the city and 
its leaders are headed as they 
face the challenges that lie ahead 
in the year to come.

The mayor led off by thanking 
the members of the Board and 
other officials for making 2018 a 
productive year for the city.

"2018 was a tumultuous year 
nationally, but a very productive 
one here locally. So I want to 
first thank the Board, our com-
munity leaders, our involved res-
idents, our student leaders, and 
the city’s incredibly hard-work-
ing staff for the extraordinary 
efforts and progress we made 
on city goals together," said the 
mayor. "I also want to thank you 
for the many ways we held to 
and stood up for our commu-
nity values in the last year. The 
mid-term is a time when we take 
stock of the past year and look 
forward to everything we will do 
in the next. This year, I’m also 
going to focus on something just 

as important as what we do—I 
want to emphasize why we need 
to do the work we do."

The mayor went on to discuss 
his own recent personal health 
issues and relate them to a city 
government's responsibility to 
care for its constituents in their 
times of need.

"What I want to stress tonight 
is that city government is also an 
institution that needs to be there 
for people at their most vulner-
able moments. As we strive to 
run our city, deliver services, and 
maintain our infrastructure, we 
have residents in need of hous-
ing, food, jobs and dependable 
ways to move around," Curta-
tone said.

The mayor touched upon is-
sues such as the need for more 
affordable housing and a mean-
ingful zoning overhaul.

"Through zoning, we can 
choose right now to move 
away from the NIMBY model 
that constrains housing sup-
ply and drives up prices," the 
mayor said. "Through our pro-
posed zoning, we can increase 
and incentivize a more diverse 
housing stock in our city. And 
through our zoning, we can 
provide our families, our se-
niors, our makers and artists, 
our younger households, and 

our most vulnerable all an au-
thentic chance to remain here."

The mayor also reaffirmed his 
commitment to support educa-
tion and immigration rights.

"At every level and in every 
school, we are striving for equity 
and building the necessary sup-
ports," said the mayor. "We are 
constantly refining what a true 
student-centered education 
means. Much of this focuses on 
early childhood development. 
Before- and after-school time is 
also key. We recognize that be-
ing truly ready to learn requires 
a holistic view of each and ev-
ery child – and the community 
they live in."

The mayor also spoke of 
the need to focus on climate 
change and how best to coun-
teract the damage that has 
been done thus far.

"Anyone who pays attention 
to the news knows we contin-
ue to receive dire reports about 
the vulnerability of our cli-
mate. We recently unveiled our 
community-driven Climate 
Forward plan, which commits 
us to stripping greenhouse gas 
emissions out of our city," said 
Curtatone. "We are pooling so-
lar energy, setting up programs 
to convert heating and cooling 
systems in rental buildings, 

and looking to distribute elec-
tric vehicle charging stations 
throughout the city. And we 
are keeping in mind that cli-
mate change will affect every-
one, but it will not affect every-
one equally."

The mayor emphasized the 
need to improve the city's tree 
canopy and open spaces. "To-
gether with the Board of Alder-
men we are gearing up to grow 
and protect our tree canopy 
through every part of Somer-
ville. Their approval of another 
urban forestry position means 
that in 2019 we will double our 
capacity to keep our tree canopy 
growing and our existing trees 

healthy."
Mayor Curtatone also touched 

on the improvements being 
made in transportation and safe-
ty in the city.

"Great public transit connects 
workers to better jobs, and it 
also keeps the air cleaner for all 
of us. 35% of our city’s carbon 
footprint comes from motor 
vehicles. The GLX will change 
that radically when it comes on-
line, but we can do more," the 
mayor said.

To read a full transcript of the 
mayor's speech, go online to our 
website at www.thesomerville-
times.com or visit the city's web-
site at www.somervillema.gov.

City government roars back into action for 2019 and beyond  CONT. FROM PG 1

Ward 7 Alderman Katjana Ballantyne was sworn in Monday for an unprecedented 
second term as Board president.



Moving forward on calming and reducing traffic
By Alderman-At-Large Stephanie 
Hirsch and Ward 5 Alderman 
Mark Niedergang

Residents reach out to us constantly 
about their frustrations and fear regard-
ing traffic. Different people are aggravat-
ed by different aspects of traffic. Here’s 
some of what we hear: 

• I can’t get out of my driveway and have 
started making doctors’ appointments 
only for the middle of the day…. It took 
me 20 minutes to get through Union 
Square…. It took me a half-hour to drive 
from Porter to Sullivan.

• My kids can’t get to a class nearby 
because I think it’s too dangerous for 
them to walk through Union or Davis 
on their own.

• The traffic light signaling changes are 
supposed to make things better… but my 
impression is they make things worse.

• I’m afraid that people who drive are 
not paying attention… I’m afraid that 
people who bicycle are not paying atten-
tion... I’m afraid that pedestrians are not 
paying attention… When I’m driving, 
there are too many things to pay atten-
tion to on the streets.

• The commuter traffic on my block 
backs up so far that the air gets hazy from 
exhaust.

• I’d love to bicycle around, but I’m 
scared, it doesn’t feel safe.

Traffic tops the list of quality-of-life 
concerns in Somerville (except, perhaps, 
for frustration with rats in some neigh-

borhoods). Traffic problems appear to 
be overwhelming. But changes are hap-
pening that make us optimistic that a lot 
more progress will be made in the next 
five years than in the past five.

What’s causing our traffic problems? 
One cause is the sheer volume of cars 
on our streets. A majority of cars being 
driven on our streets come from and go 
to somewhere outside of Somerville. 
That includes about 20,000 cut-through 
vehicles that pass through Union 
Square, 130,000 on I-93, and approxi-
mately 80 percent of all drivers at busy 
times and locations. The volume has in-
creased along with the increase in traf-
fic in greater Boston. More drivers are 
trying to find a way through Somerville 
around the traffic jams on I-93. Somer-
ville Police Traffic Officers report that, 
at least anecdotally, the non-local com-
muters are more distracted and more 
likely to speed or skirt laws. 

Another issue that’s aggravating traf-
fic is construction. This cause, we hope, 
will be temporary. Detours, road closures, 
dirt and gravel-covered streets … they are 
driving all types of travelers crazy. But at 
least they come with an eventual reward. 
(Note: If you have a construction-related 
issue or travel question you can email: 
construction@somervillema.gov)

How can we make a dent in the traffic 
problems?
We have been meeting monthly since 

January 2018 with a group of residents 
who care deeply about making streets 
and sidewalks safer for all, and about re-
lieving the traffic congestion that hurts 
our quality of life. We are so grateful for 
these residents who spend significant 
time working on traffic issues, including 
members of a group called Staying Put, 
who are trying to make sure that seniors 
and others with mobility issues can safely 
navigate our sidewalks and streets.

In addition to this effort, Mark chairs 
the Board of Aldermen (BOA) Traf-
fic and Parking Committee. (Mark also 
represents the BOA on the City’s Traffic 
Commission, a little-known five-member 
Board that makes many of the important 
decisions about specific traffic and park-
ing details in Somerville.) Mark has tried 
to focus on not just the very long laun-
dry list of traffic problems, but on the 
big picture challenges, like staffing and 
infrastructure investment, that affect how 
much progress we can make.

The Administration and the BOA made 
a significant investment in 2018, almost 
doubling the traffic planning staff, thanks 
in large part to the advocacy and support 
of members of the public. The Mayor has 
also given the Office of Strategic Planning 
and Community Development transpor-
tation planning team both more resources 
and more responsibilities to tackle traffic 
planning issues. These extra resources 
have brought a much more flexible, cre-
ative, contemporary, and problem-solving 
approach to solving traffic issues.

We and the Administration share a 
focus on reducing traffic-related deaths, 
and the City’s new Vision Zero initiative 
addresses this objective. In particular, the 
planning process looks to increase the 
safety of pedestrians and bicyclists, who 
are most likely to experience traffic-re-

lated injuries and deaths in Somerville. 
However, we know that the entire system 
of streets and traffic requires study to im-
prove life for people who travel by foot, 
bicycle, car, or bus/subway … and in most 
cases a mix of these methods.

We are working with the Administra-
tion on the following approaches: 

• A staffed Pedestrian and Transit 
Committee: Our top request, along with 
the residents we’ve been working with, 
is to have a resident advisory committee 
that focuses on traffic and transit issues. 
It should be modeled after the hugely 
effective Somerville Bicycle Committee 
that has helped the Administration make 
enormous progress on bike infrastructure.

• Real-time traffic engineering with 
experimentation: In response to input 
from residents, a fully-staffed Traffic and 
Infrastructure Division can collect data, 
test out different traffic-calming strat-
egies, monitor how those experiments 
worked, and report back to the communi-
ty. This will be, we hope, a virtuous cycle.

• More enforcement: In a recent East 
Somerville traffic enforcement effort, 
a Somerville Police Department traffic 
control officer said, “The officers report-
ed that the area is literally ‘out of control’ 
with violations which occurred directly in 
front of them even though they were there 
with blue lights activated as a warning to 
motorists not to commit a violation.” This 
feedback shows how much more we could 
do in the enforcement of traffic laws. Key 
violations to enforce include speeding 
and distracted driving, which cause many 
fatal or serious accidents nationwide. The 
Administration should add more Police 
resources for enforcement, including en-
forcement of bicycle laws, in particular 
when they impact pedestrians.

• More investment: 

JANUARY 9, 2019••5

Continued on page 9



6••JANUARY 9, 2019

Beacon Hill Roll Call
Volume 44-Report No. 1  •  December 31, 2018 - January 4, 2019 • Copyright © 2018 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

With today's edition, The Somerville Times begins cover-
age of the 2019-2020 Massachusetts legislative session 
with our weekly Beacon Hill Roll Call report. This feature 
is a clear and concise compilation of the voting records 
of local state representatives and senators.

Beacon Hill Roll Call provides an unbiased summary of 
bills and amendments, arguments from floor debate on 
both sides of the issue and each legislator's vote or lack 
of vote on the matter. This information gives readers an 
opportunity to monitor their elected officials' actions on 
Beacon Hill. Many bills are reported on in their early 
stages, giving readers the opportunity to contact their 
legislators and express an opinion prior to the measure 
being brought up for final action.

The feature "Also Up on Beacon Hill" informs readers of 
other important matters at the Statehouse. 

Beacon Hill Roll Call is written and provided by Bob Kat-
zen, a former Boston radio talk show host at WRKO, 
WITS and WMRE. Bob has been providing this fea-
ture to hundreds of newspapers across the Bay State for 
43 years since 1975.

Bob invented the “Bagel Route” when he was 10 years 
old. It’s like a paper route but Bob took pre-orders from 
neighbors and delivered bagels every Sunday morning.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Last week was full of 
activity on Beacon Hill. The Legislature approved and 
sent to Gov. Charlie Baker several bills passed on voice 
votes, without roll calls, prior to the end of the 2017-
2018 session on Tuesday, January 1. 

The Legislature convened the 2019-2020 session on 
Wednesday, January 2. Most of the day’s activity was cer-
emonial with the exception of the election of a speaker 
of the House and Senate president.

Gov. Baker also delivered his annual State of the State 
address.

HOUSE RE-ELECTS DELEO AS SPEAKER
House 120-31, re-elected Rep. Bob DeLeo (D-Win-
throp) to a sixth term as speaker of the House. Rep. 
Bradley Jones (R-North Reading) received the votes 
of 31 of the 32 Republicans and was re-elected GOP 
minority leader. Rep. Shaunna O’Connell (R-Taunton) 
was absent.

DeLeo received the votes of 119 of the 128 Democrats. 
One Democratic representative was absent and eight 
opted not to cast a vote for speaker and voted “present.”  
That list included returning Reps. Jonathan Hecht, Rus-
sell Holmes (D-Boston), John Rogers D-Norwood) and 
Angelo Scaccia (D-Boston); along with freshmen Reps. 
Tami Gouvieia (D-Acton), Nik Elugardo (D-Boston), 
Patrick Kearney (D-Scituate) and Maria Robinson 
(D-Framingham).

Earlier in the day at a Democratic caucus, Robinson 
proposed an amendment that the speaker be elected by 
secret ballot rather than the current system of a record-
ed roll call vote. Ironically, the proposal was defeated on 
an unredorded voice vote. Holmes, Hecht, Elugardo and 
Kearney of spoke in favor of Robinson's amendment.

Supporters of the secret ballot said members should 
be able to cast a vote without worrying about the next 
speaker knowing that he or she voted against the him or 
her. They noted that they were all elected by their local 

voters who voted in secret. 

Robinson said she wanted to ensure that House law-
makers would be independent. “And it is difficult to have 
independence when you do not have a private ballot for 
one of the most important roles," she said.

Opponents said an open ballot makes the House more 
transparent. They said voters deserve to hear where their 
elected representative voted on every matter, including 
the election of the most powerful man in the House.

To go to a secret ballot defies a republic," said Rep. Tack-
ey Chan (D-Boston).

Beacon Hill Roll Call made repeated attempts to get a 
comment from all eight members who voted "present." 
Only Reps. Holmes, Elugardo, John Rogers, Gouvieia, 
Kearney and Hecht responded.

We did not get a response from Reps.Scaccia and Rob-
inson. 

“My constituents, many of whom are people of color, 
have made it clear that I should not continue to prop up 
an institution that does not listen to it or show it the re-
spect that our voting records deserve,” said Rep. Holmes. 
“The House of Representatives is run by Democrats. 
However, the leadership and its goals does not have as 
its highest priority the desires of its most reliable voting 
constituency. We should be focused on eliminating the 
gaps between unemployment rates and income of people 
of color and whites, passing foundation budget and im-
migration reform, and pushing forward with eliminating 
violence in our community by solving unsolved murders. 
This is why I hear over and over again in my district that 
folks supported Gov. Baker at unexpected levels. He has 
been in the district many times and listens, values and 
respects our perspective as reforms are rolled out from 
his administration."

"I voted present because I believe we need a new direc-
tion in the House," said Rep. Hecht. "We need to make 
the House truly democratic by opening up the lawmak-
ing process and giving an equal voice to all members and 
the communities they represent."

“I would only vote for a candidate who would make a 
public statement about their vision for reforming House 
culture and House Rules, and in the absence of such a 
statement by any candidate I would have to vote 'pres-
ent,’” said Rep. Elugardo. “Any statement acknowledging 
the need to assess and address a culture of fear that is 
choking, for some reps, their ability to ask for roll calls 
and to call for reforms that increase transparency and ro-
bust debate would have sufficed. But to my knowledge at 
the time of voting none was presented to the members.”

I voted “present” today to be consistent with my long 
held belief in term limits for the office of speaker of the 
House,' said John Rogers. "Indeed, the gentleman from 
Winthrop [Speaker Bob DeLeo] and I years ago both 
ran for speaker advocating for term limits forsSpeaker.
Although I support his right to change his mind, I re-
main resolute in the fundamental belief in this necessary 
limit on the powers of the office of speaker.”

Here's how local representatives voted:

 Rep. Christine Barber Voted for DeLeo
 Rep. Mike Connolly Voted for DeLeo
 Rep. Denise Provost Didn't Vote

SENATE RE-ELECTS SPILKA AS SENATE 
PRESIDENT
Senate 34-6, re-elected Sen. Karen Spilka (D-Ash-
land) as Senate President. Spilka received the votes of 
33 of the chamber's 34 Democrats. Sen. John Keenan 
(D-Quincy) was absent.

Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester) received the votes of all 
six Republicans and became the GOP Minority Leader.

Here's how local senators voted:

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Voted for Spilka

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

CREDIT REPORTS (H 4806) - The House and 
Senate approved and sent to Gov. Baker legislation that 
would prohibit consumer reporting agencies, like Equi-
fax, Experian and TransUnion from charging fees for 
freezing and unfreezing a person’s credit information. 
Under current law, companies can and have charged up 
to $5 per freeze or unfreeze. 

A freeze makes the report inaccessible until the consum-
er unfreezes it. Since banks and other lenders require ac-
cess to the borrower's credit report before giving a loan, 
this greatly reduces identity thieves from getting a loan 
or credit in another individual’s name.

The proposal gained momentum following the 2017 
crisis when, from May to July, the personal information 
including names, social security numbers, addresses, 
driver’s licenses, and credit card numbers of 145 million 
Americans was stolen from Equifax’s systems. Equifax 
didn’t reveal the breach until September and consumers 
lost valuable time to act.

Other provisions of the bill prohibit businesses from 
obtaining a consumer’s credit report without obtaining 
written, verbal or electronic consent from the consumer; 
require credit monitoring services to be available for 3.5 
years for some consumers affected by a breach; and im-
prove notices and consumer information the companies 
are required to give.

“While these new tools will help consumers protect 
themselves from identity theft, it is clear that big busi-
nesses have to do a much better job at safeguarding 
consumers’ personal information and must be held ac-
countable for their failures,” said Deirdre Cummings, 
legislative director for MASSPIRG. “Identity thieves 
stole more than $17 billion dollars from American con-
sumers last year – and that number is growing.”

BAN TOXIC FLAME RETARDANTS (H 5024) 
- The House and Senate approved and sent to the gov-
ernor legislation that would ban 11 toxic flame retar-
dants from children’s products, bedding, carpeting and 
residential upholstered furniture sold or manufactured 
in Massachusetts, except for inventory already man-
ufactured prior to January 1, 2019. Another provision 
requires the Department of Environmental Protection 
to review, at least every three years, chemical flame re-
tardants used in these products and include them on the 
list of prohibited chemical flame retardants that are doc-
umented to pose a health risk. 

Vehicles, watercraft and aircraft are exempt from this 
law as are any previously-owned product that contains 
a retardant. Violators would be fined up to $5,000 for a 
first offense and up to $50,000 for subsequent offenses.
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Supporters explained that since 1975, manufacturers 
have added chemical flame retardants to a wide array of 
household items including products with polyurethane 
foam, such as sofas, car seats, strollers and nap mats. 
They are also incorporated into electronic products and 
building insulation. 

They argued that the retardants, while well-intentioned, 
do more harm than good and have been linked to an 
increased risk of cancer, fertility problems, neurological 
disorders and other major health concerns.

“This law will protect the health of children and fire-
fighters,” said bill co-sponsor Rep. Marjorie Decker 
(D-Cambridge). “Working with Speaker DeLeo, my 
partners in the Senate, firefighters and so many ad-
vocates is exactly what democracy looks like--crafting 
laws that value people’s lives and highlighting the con-
nection to our well-being and how we choose to use 
chemicals that can lead to our deaths instead of pro-
tecting us. I am honored to have been the voice of many 
as the House sponsor.”

“I am so proud that this important bill will reach the 
governor’s desk, and we can make 2019 the year we 
stop allowing the sale of products with unnecessary and 
harmful flame-retardant chemicals,” said Sen. Cynthia 
Creem (D-Newton).  “Working with Clean Water Ac-
tion, the Professional Fire Fighters of Massachusetts, 
and many other advocates helped increase public aware-
ness and get the bill passed.” 

GAS SAFETY (H 5005) – The House and Senate ap-
proved and Gov. Baker signed into law a bill that would 
require that all-natural gas work that might pose a mate-
rial risk to the public be reviewed and approved by a cer-

tified professional engineer to ensure the safe construc-
tion, operation and maintenance of gas infrastructure.  
The bill is based on a recommendation made by the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board after investigating 
the series of fires and explosions on September 13 that 
killed one person and damaged homes and businesses 
throughout Andover, North Andover and Lawrence.

PROTECTION FOR WORKERS  (H 4988) - The 
House and Senate approved and Gov. Baker signed into 
law a bill requiring the state to set up a system to ad-
dress the ongoing lockout of National Grid gas workers. 
The utility locked out more than 1,200 workers in June 
during a contract dispute and their unemployment ben-
efits are scheduled to run out in January.

Under the program, locked out workers would receive 
the same weekly amount they are now receiving under 
the state’s current unemployment system until the lock-
out is resolved. All costs of the program would be paid 
by the existing unemployment insurance system. 

COUNTERFEIT AIRBAGS (H 4051) - The House 
and Senate approved and sent to Gov. Baker legislation 
that would impose a 2.5-year prison sentence and/or up 
to $5,000 fine on anyone who imports or sells counter-
feit airbags in Massachusetts. Over the past few years, 
thousands of counterfeit airbags have made their way 
into the Bay State through purchases and sales on the 
Internet.

"I filed this bill to protect Massachusetts drivers from be-
ing injured and killed when counterfeit airbags fail to de-
ploy properly," said Rep. Jennifer Benson (D-Lunenburg).

JURY DUTY NOTICE (S 771) – The House and 

Senate approved and Gov. Baker signed into law a bill 
that allows the Office of the Jury Commissioner to 
communicate with jurors through e-mail, texting, other 
electronic and telephonic ways and in-person exchanges. 
Current law requires the communication to be via the 
post office and was adopted many years ago when these 
other forms of communication did not exist.

“I was pleased to file this legislation at the suggestion of 
the Office of Jury Commissioner,” said the bill’s sponsor 
Sen. Will Brownsberger (D-Belmont). “This legislation 
will allow the Office of Jury Commissioner to embrace 
technological improvements, reduce costs and improve 
juror convenience.”

THE AGE FOR PURCHASING TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS IS NOW 21 – A new law raising from 18 
to 21 the age to legally purchase cigarettes and electronic 
cigarettes in the Bay State took effect last week. Other 
provisions ban e-cigarettes and other vape devices from 
the workplace and private and public school grounds 
and prohibit pharmacies and healthcare facilities from 
selling any tobacco or vape products. The new law does 
not make it a crime for minors to smoke but does impose 
penalties on retailers who sell tobacco to underage cus-
tomers. It also exempts from the hike youths who turned 
18 by Dec. 31, the day the law took effect.

Prior to the hike going into effect, some 50 percent of 
the state’s cities and towns, including Boston, had al-
ready raised the legal age up from 18 to 21. 

"Raising the minimum legal sales age for tobacco prod-
ucts, including e-cigarettes, to 21 aims to reduce tobacco 
use and nicotine addiction by decreasing access and ex-
posure to these products,” said

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued

Continued on page 17
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Pan Roasted Chicken 
Thighs
This is a time saver for a weeknight 
meal. The results, crispy skin and suc-
culent meat. It’s all ready in 45 min-
utes! Serve with mashed potatoes and 
roasted carrots or asparagus or any 
other vegetable you like.

6 Bone-in, Skin-on Chicken Thighs
Salt
Pepper
1 Lemon, Juiced (optional, see below)
1 Tablespoon Honey (optional, see 
below)

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. 
Season the skin side of the thighs 
with the salt and pepper and place 
them in a cold 12” oven safe sauté pan. 
It’s much easier to place the thighs in 
a cold pan because they won’t stick on 
contact. I highly recommend using a 
splatter screen to help keep your stove 

top clean. 
Once all the thighs are placed in the 

pan, season the other side. Place the 
pan over medium heat for 2 minutes, 
then turn up to high for approximate-
ly 8 minutes or until the skin has 
browned. 

Once browned, turn over the thighs, 
skin side up and place in the oven 
for 35 minutes. Once done, place the 
thighs on a platter. 

You can serve them as is, or you can 
add a little more flavor to the dish 
by removing all but 2 tablespoons of 
fat from the sauté pan. Place on the 
stove top and squeeze the juice of 
one lemon into the pan along with a 
tablespoon of honey and blend well. 
Cook down for a minute or two, re-
ducing the lemon juice. Drizzle over 
the thighs and serve. 

Serves 3 really hungry people.
______________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

SCES Elder Protective Services
adopts new assessment tool

By Nathan Lamb

Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services (SCES) is an early 
adopter of a new tool designed 
to help Elder Protective Services 
evaluate reports of elder abuse 
and neglect. 

Massachusetts is the second 
state to adopt the Interview for 
Decisional Abilities. It’s a struc-
tured discussion that helps Pro-
tective Services social workers 
assess an elder’s ability to make 
decisions about safety concerns 
and possible interventions, ex-
plained SCES Protective Ser-
vices Director Stephanie Becker.

“One of the challenges of El-
der Protective Services is gaug-
ing how much insight an elder 
has into whatever risks they 
are running,” said Becker. “This 
tool helps us get a better under-
standing of that, which in turn 
helps us respect their right to 
self-determination.”

Elder Protective Services in-
vestigates reports of abuse and 

neglect, and works with older 
adults to mitigate risk factors.

Self-determination is an im-
portant component of Adult 
Protective Services; older adults 
can refuse assistance, provided 
they demonstrate they under-
stand the risks. Becker said the 
interview can be very helpful 
when dealing with scenarios of 
self-neglect, where the capacity 
of an elder to make reasoned de-
cisions is key. 

“If somebody is able to exhibit 
insight into the risk of a given be-
havior and articulate reasoning 
about whether or not to accept 
an intervention, that provides us 
with valuable information about 
their ability to make that choice,” 
said Becker. 

In practice, the interview fo-
cuses on three primary areas: 
general appreciation of an 
identified risk, appreciation of 
how the elder is personally at 
risk, and the ability to weigh 
pros and cons of a potential 
intervention.

The interview was originally 
developed through a partnership 
between the NYC Elder Abuse 
Center, the Brookdale Center 
for Healthy Aging, and Weill 
Cornell Medicine, to assist the 
New York City Adult Protective 
Services program. The program 
was piloted in New York City, 
and Becker said both Califor-
nia and Vermont are looking at 
adopting it. 

Becker is one of 10 master 
trainers statewide, who helped 
bring the program to the Bos-
ton area earlier this year. She’s 
currently working to bring the 
program to other agencies across 
the region, with the goal of mak-
ing it available statewide.

The Protective Services Pro-
gram at SCES served 272 clients 
over the past year.
_________________________

Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services (SCES) is a non-profit 
agency that supports the inde-
pendence and well-being of older 
people in Somerville and Cam-

bridge. For more information, 
visit eldercare.org, follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter, or contact 

the SCES Aging Information 
Center at 617-628-2601 for free 
advice and guidance.

SCES Adult Protective Services Director Stephanie Becker is a master trainer for a 
new protective services tool in Massachusetts.

'Sharing Our Stories' support group
Sharing our Stories is a support group for families with young children who have special needs.

Join in on Thursday, January 10, 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the Cummings School building, 42 Prescott St., for the next gathering.

Raising a child who does not always fit in can be challenging. This free, open-ended group will offer adults the opportunity to share 
joys, concerns, frustrations, questions, and resources about their experiences.

Facilitated by Amy Bamforth, LICSW. Conversation in English; interpretation available upon request.



To make a big impact on this 
big problem will require more 
staff which will take more 
funding. 

• Neighborhood advoca-
cy: You understand your own 
neighborhood best. We want 
to empower neighbors to work 
with City traffic planners to im-
plement effective solutions to 
calm traffic and/or reduce traffic 

flow through small residential 
side streets.

• Coordination with the 
MBTA: Our public transporta-
tion system could be much more 
effective, but it is controlled by 
the MBTA, a state agency. For 
example, there is virtually no 
North-South public transporta-
tion route in the City. With five 
new Green Line stations open-

ing in 2021 in Somerville, there 
will need to be some changes 
in bus routes. The City needs 
both to advocate for more and 
better MBTA bus service and 
also to be a good partner for 
the MBTA, such as by piloting 
bus-only lanes.

• Last, but certainly not 
least – parking: With a grow-
ing population of residents, 

shrinking space on our streets, 
and outdated regulations, the 
Administration must begin a 
community discussion about 
major changes in our parking 
policies. Many parking regu-
lations need to change to im-
prove the parking experience 
for thousands of residents.

We look forward to working 
with the Administration and 

with all of you on these im-
portant public health and qual-
ity-of-life traffic challenges in 
2019. With the tools that are 
available, the expertise of our 
growing City staff, additional in-
vestment, and your relentless ad-
vocacy, we can chip away at the 
mountain of issues and begin to 
see some relief.

Somerville’s Board of Aldermen
to become City Council

The City of Somerville’s legislative 
body will officially become the Somer-
ville City Council (formerly the Board 
of Alderman) on January 31, 2019. The 
name change was approved when Gov. 
Charlie Baker signed a home rule peti-
tion on January 1 requesting the switch 
to City Council.

“I am very happy not to be called an 
elder man anymore,” said City Council 
President Katjana Ballantyne.

The process to switch from Board of 
Aldermen to City Council began in ear-
ly 2018 when Councilor-at-Large Bill 
White submitted a request that the City 
get permission (through a home rule pe-
tition) from the state to change the name 

of the legislative body in the City charter.
“I am glad that the state approved the 

home rule petition that I had introduced 
last year and that on February 1, I will be 
a City Councilor-at-Large,” said White. 
“Our work certainly won’t change, but I 
thought it was important that we adopt a 
modern and inclusive name for the legis-
lative body of our city.” 
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“I am very happy
not to be called an

elder man anymore”

Moving forward on calming and reducing traffic   CONT. FROM PG 5

The Somerville Theatre Festival invites calls for short 
plays   CONT. FROM PG 3

Plays should be designed for 
minimal props and have no 
more than four characters (two 
to three is preferred).
Details for Submissions:
Early submissions are encour-
aged. The reading fee is $25 
for a manuscript of one or two 
short plays and must be sub-
mitted via PayPal: https://
www.paypa l . com/cg i -b i n/

webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&host-
ed_button_id=WZTZD3X-
BRMSHQ

Send your best work in a 
word or PDF file to: Perform-
ingFusionTheatre@gmail.com.  
In the subject of your email 
put: Your Last Name_PayPal 
Transaction Number (Thomp-
son_1RN29583PK075333F). 
Include a cover page with the 

playwright’s contact informa-
tion, title(s) of the play(s), and a 
one sentence synopsis (for each 
play). The playwright’s name 
should only appear on the cover 
page. All submission proceeds 
go to PFT’s “Touching Myself: 
An Ode to Audre Lorde” 2019 
South Africa Fund.

Questions or concerns should 
be addressed to Ayshia Stephen-

son, Executive Director, or Brian 
Moore-Ward, Artistic Director, 
at PerformingFusionTheatre@
gmail.com

Learn more here: https://
www.performingfusiontheatre.
com

FB: https://www.facebook.
com/PerformingFusionTheatre

Twitter: @PfusionTheatre
— Performing Fusion Theatre

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebrations
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, the Health and Human Services Department and the Somerville Public Schools announce the annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration event, to be held on Monday, January 21.

The annual event will be held at the East Somerville Community School, 50 Cross St., beginning at 10:00 a.m. The celebration will 
be emceed by Marcus Santos, and will feature musical performances by El Sistema Somerville and the Somerville High School World 
Percussion Ensemble, as well as readings by the winners of the student essay contest. A keynote address will be given by Aba Taylor, a 
social justice educator, facilitator and organizer.

This year the Somerville Human Rights Commission will hold a Winter Clothing Drive during the event. Attendees are invited to 
bring gently used or new winter clothes for school aged children.  Donations will be distributed to the Somerville Family Learning 
Collaborative’s Clothing Closet.

The event is organized in cooperation with the City of Somerville’s Health and Human Services Department, Somerville Public 
Schools, and the Somerville Human Rights Commission.
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Somerville’s work on affordable housing
won’t be slowing down in 2019

By Joseph A. Curtatone

During Mayor Joseph Curtatone’s 
mid-term address on January 7, 
2019, he discussed some of the 
successes and challenges Somerville 
has faced in battling the regional 
housing crisis. The excerpt below 
touches on some of the work done 
in 2018 and a look ahead at the 
work the City will be taking on. To 
read or watch the entirety of May-
or Curtatone’s speech, which in-
cludes information about other up-
coming and ongoing initiatives like 
open space acquisition, support for 
Somerville’s youth, and improving 
transportation options, visit www.
somervillema.gov/2019midterm.

In 2018 Somerville took signif-
icant strides toward addressing 
the affordable housing crisis we 
face along with the rest of the 
Greater Boston region. Yet we 
still have a lot more that remains 
to be done in 2019, and this 
could become a watershed year 
in terms of local action on the 
housing issue.

During my Inaugural Address 
last year I unveiled 10 strategic 
steps that would set Somerville 
far ahead of the rest of the re-
gion in dealing with housing eq-
uity. We already sit at the front 
of the pack in terms of the per-

centage of affordable housing we 
require as part of major projects 
and we are one of only a handful 
of communities in the state get-
ting linkage fees for affordable 
housing from commercial de-
velopment. Since 2012 we have 
added 387 new affordable hous-
ing units in our city.

Yet we recognized we needed 
something far more aggressive 
to get at the roots of the prob-
lem. That’s where the 10 action 
steps come in, and we’re already 
making progress.  In fact, you 
can track that progress yourself 
at somervillema.gov/aha. 

In the last 12 months we have 
created an Office of Housing 
Stability, re-launched our lead 
paint removal program, and 
reached the halfway mark on our 
100 Homes goal. We’re setting 
up free legal support for tenants 
facing eviction, and we are es-
tablishing a universal waitlist for 
affordable units that gives prior-
ity to those in greatest danger of 
displacement. 

We are also in the process of 
establishing an Advisory Board 
for the Office of Housing Sta-
bility to guarantee strong com-
munity input into the Office’s 
efforts to prevent displacement. 
In 2019, we will establish an 
anti-displacement brain trust. 
Smart, committed people mak-
ing sure we’ve got each other’s 
backs. I can’t think of anything 
more Somerville.

Production alone will not solve 
the housing crisis, but we can-
not solve it without producing 
substantially more housing as a 
region. That’s why I’m proud to 
say that as the co-chair of the 

Metro Mayors Regional Hous-
ing Task Force, I took a leader-
ship role in bringing together 15 
Greater Boston communities to 
commit to 185,000 new units of 
housing over the next decade. 

That is a mammoth step in 
terms of regional coopera-
tion, and a testament to how 
much everyone is feeling the 
pain of this housing crisis. In 
every single city and town in 
the group we’re hearing about 
how people are being crushed 
beneath the weight of runaway 
housing prices.

It’s not just us, and we’re no 
longer in this alone. But if we 
want to keep people in Somer-
ville, we must increase housing 
locally.

Last year, we added 707 total 
new housing units, including 
98 affordable housing units. 
We also approved two new 
large-scale projects in Assem-
bly Square that will bring us 
more than 500 new units in-
cluding more than 100 new 
affordable units thanks to our 
20% inclusionary ordinance. In 
many other cities that would 
be a decade’s worth of work. In 
Somerville, we will treat it sim-
ply as a start toward address-
ing a gargantuan problem.

That brings me to the legis-
lative end of things. With the 
Board of Aldermen – soon-
to-be City Council - and the 
community, we spent many 
late hours working to develop 
a real estate transfer fee to fund 
affordable housing. Once ap-
proved by the state, the transfer 
fee will protect owner occu-
pants and target people looking 

to make a business out of hous-
ing in Somerville.

I am confident that, working 
together, we can also deliver a 
modernized condo conversion 
ordinance in the first half of 
2019 that both respects the 
needs of owners and the rights 
of tenants. Without a new or-
dinance, we’ll see more land-
lords forcing out tenants. We 
must add protections, partic-
ularly for those most at risk, 
such as the elderly, people with 
disabilities and those with low-
er and moderate incomes.

Likewise, we must regulate 
short-term rentals, which drive 
up overall rental prices. The 
state just passed a law on this 
and we have already submitted a 
local ordinance to work in con-
junction with it. I look forward 
to working with the Board to 
pass this in 2019.

That’s three key steps within 
our grasp that can have imme-
diate and sweeping impact. We 
also need to move forward with 
the Housing Land Trust, which 
would be able to buy property 
and designate it for permanent 
housing affordability. We have 
a working group that’s spent 
the past year hammering out 
the nuts and bolts of how to es-
tablish and operate a communi-
ty-based housing trust. I want to 
thank them. That report is due 
any day now, and we need to be 
ready to act on it.

Simply put, if we are to protect 
housing in Somerville, we need 
to see it not as a commodity but 
rather as a human right—and 
we need the rules and regula-
tions that back that up. That 

brings me to zoning. Passing the 
proposed zoning overhaul is the 
backbone of everything we’re 
doing to impact housing.

Through zoning, we can 
choose right now to move away 
from the NIMBY model that 
constrains housing supply and 
drives up prices. Through our 
proposed zoning, we can in-
crease and incentivize a more 
diverse housing stock in our 
city. And through our zoning 
we can provide our families, our 
seniors, our makers and artists, 
our younger households, and 
our most vulnerable all an au-
thentic chance to remain here.

Our proposed zoning lays out 
ground rules for building a com-
munity for people, not cars, not 
sprawl. It is designed to enhance 
our quality of life, alleviate con-
gestion, and promote healthy 
living. It reflects our values. This 
zoning achieves more than 100 
of the nearly 600 goals set forth 
in SomerVision.

We can no longer afford to 
leave one of our best housing 
tools on the table. It is time to 
pass the zoning overhaul. Let’s 
get it done in 2019. Let’s commit 
that next year at this time, we’ll 
be celebrating that we passed it.

There’s no one magic solu-
tion to the housing crisis. Yet 
when you combine the Office 
of Housing Stability, the trans-
fer fee, new zoning, an updated 
condo conversion ordinance, 
the brain trust and the housing 
land trust, we will be able to 
help some of the most vulner-
able people in our community 
in ways no other city in Massa-
chusetts can match.

Decreasing skyrocketing residential taxes
By Marshall Collins

Recently, the Board of Alderman 
shared their tax classification re-
port for the upcoming fiscal year, 
and one thing is clear: we sorely 
need more commercial business-
es in Somerville to help reduce 
the tax burden on residents. 

Somerville resident proper-
ty owners will pay 76 percent 
of the city’s taxes, which is up 
from 75 percent this year. By 
comparison, businesses prop-
erty taxes make up less than 17 

percent of the total. Residential 
assessments increased across the 
board this past year, and in the 
case of triple-deckers, assessed 
value increased by more than 
20 percent. In the words of City 
Assessor Francis Golden: “In all 
my years ... I haven’t seen ... a 
jump [like this]."

Business properties pay a much 
higher rate of taxes than residents 
do, so why the difference? The 
problem in Somerville is a lack 
of businesses currently contrib-
uting. Just a block or two away, 

there is a vastly different dynam-
ic. In Cambridge, businesses pay 
more than 60 percent of the total 
tax burden. Why? Because there 
are many more commercial prop-
erties in Cambridge.

City Hall has been working to 
encourage commercial develop-
ment. The Green Line Exten-
sion will help spur development 
along the line, and overhauling 
zoning to include a commer-
cial-only zoning district will also 
help facilitate development. But 
relief from these initiatives is 

years down road.
Fortunately, there are options 

on the table that could jump-
start the commercial market in 
Somerville. USQ, the revitaliza-
tion planned for Union Square, 
includes a 175,000 square foot 
commercial building in its first 
phase. If the city moves forward 
with this project, a ground-
breaking would take place next 
year and residents would feel the 
impact almost immediately, as 
payments for the land and per-
mits would start pouring in. In 

the long term, the first commer-
cial building would start to shift 
the tax burden from Somerville 
residents almost exclusively, to 
something far more equitable.

As he stated at the Board of 
Aldermen’s most recent hearing 
on property taxes, “The only way 
we can help our constituents, or 
the honorable board can help 
your constituents, is if the CIP% 
(commercial industrial and 
personal property) of the levy 
grows. It’s the only way .... you 
can pass more value onto them."

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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COMMENTARY

Herald an Essex County Judge ruled 
that the mayor of Methuen may move 
ahead with his defamation law suit 
against a local newspaper. Apparently, 
according to the mayor a local paper 
was spreading lies about him in the pa-
per, making “false and outrageous state-
ments about him being a drug addict, 
a corrupt cop and a crooked politician.” 
This could be interesting to stay ahead 
of. Who knows who might or might 
not do the same. Very sad that a paper 
can’t just be there to tell a story instead 
of being the story. Yes, our paper has a 
rumor column and it is clearly stated 
that it is a rumor column. If we make 
up outlandish lies about someone then 
we should be taken to task. We will 
watch to see what happens down the 
road with Mayor James Jajuga and his 
lawsuit. For those that would like to 
check it out, Google and read about the 
suit and what the judge has to say. All 
we can say is good luck to many others 
who find themselves in a situation like 
this. DO IT!

**************************
Already in the first week of the new year 
there are election rumors. It's that time 
again this year here in the city, and we 
are hearing of several opponents will 
be considering challenging incumbents 

on the School Committee. Two candi-
dates, we hear, are seriously consider-
ing running for Alderman (Councilor) 
At-Large. We hear the mayor made a 
deal for one more term with the Coun-
cilor from Ward 7, who appears to be 
moving towards being a candidate for 
mayor in the future. We also hear that 
since Councilor Bill White didn’t get 
the job in Stoneham (how unfortunate 
for Stoneham, they lost out big time) 
that he might think about running for 
mayor again, not this time but next. IF 
Mayor Joe leaves office there will be a 
handful trying to grab the ring. Let’s see 
who throws their names in around the 
city this year for other offices. Oh yeah, 
we heard that the mayor and his people 
are working on someone in Assembly 
Square to run for councilor. So far, some 
say they will run and then when it comes 
to the actual doing, it might not be the 
same. Some of the races were called in to 
us or told to us in confidence.

**************************
Thank you to all those that sent best 
wishes to Donald Norton, who re-
cently was diagnosed with lung and 
head cancer. Treatment is going well 
at MGH and he is doing well so far, 
but he can tell you the steroids are way 
out there. Also in the hospital again 

was Charlie Chisholm, still having 
problem with his hip. We wish him a 
speedy recovery. Stan Koty, the DPW 
Commissioner, has been in and out 
of the hospital and we wish him well 
and hope things go better for him. He’s 
been having heart problems 

**************************
The merger of two real estate compa-
nies that are joining together, Century 
21 North East and The Norton Group 
RE, to be called Century 21 North 
East – Norton Group RE is now of-
ficial. Jimmy D’Amico of Century 21 
North East, currently owns over 40 of-
fices and has over 750 agents associated 
with him, with offices in MA, NH and 
ME, as well as down in the cape. The 
Nortons have been around since 1977 
with Patricia and Donald Norton as 
brokers, as well as 15 agents. Same lo-
cation at 699 Broadway in Ball Square. 
The Nortons are excited to join with 
James D’Amico, together to continue 
giving great service to our clients and 
customers, now for 41 years here. A 
major facelift and publicity campaign 
will begin shortly.

**************************
The Annual Meeting of the Somerville 
High School Scholarship Foundation 
will be held at the East Somerville 

Community School in Room 165, at 
the Glen Street side of the building at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 14. We 
will elect Directors to three year terms. 
The meeting is for current officers, di-
rectors, and members. New members 
are welcome. For information, contact  
Noreen Santucci at 617-448-0145.

**************************
Don’t forget to park on the EVEN side 
of the street once they call a snow emer-
gency. And no, you can’t park in the 
school yards anymore, they put gates on 
them. Let’s hope the city doesn’t call for 
snow emergencies unless it’s a real emer-
gency like a blizzard.

**************************
The Somerville City Club's manager, 
Donny Johnson, is looking all the time 
for new members to join the club. If you 
think you’d be interested give him a call 
617-623-9340. It's a great local club for 
the residents of Somerville. It's been 
around now for over 40 years at their 
location on Innerbelt Road, across from 
the Holiday Inn. It has plenty of parking 
and has a very nice hall for rent. Some 
say the best deal in Somerville. Call the 
hall and ask for details: 617-623-9340. 
The Somerville City Club supports a lot 
of local charitable groups and organiza-
tions here in Somerville.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
Sometimes the wheels of bureaucracy 
grind along at an agonizingly unhurried 
pace, leaving much needed change far 
behind in its timeliness and degree of 
import. In one such case, the matter of 
renaming one of our city's primary gov-
erning bodies in a manner more fitting 
and acceptable to contemporary sensi-
bilities, the update appears to have been 

put off far too long – by a measure of 100 
years or more.

The change from Board of Aldermen to 
City Council is long overdue and a wel-
come sign of progress in our perception 
of the relevance of both gender and age 
equity in our future civic discourse.

It is hardly necessary to point out how 
antiquated and inappropriate the cur-

rent appellation has been, considering 
the fact that women have been mem-
bers of the Board for decades. And let 
us not overlook the fact that "alder" (i.e., 
"elder") individuals are also no longer ex-
clusively entitled to membership in that 
august body, with a wide range of ages 
having been represented for many years, 
right up to the present time.

Special thanks should be extended to 
Alderman (soon to be Councilor) At-
Large William A. White Jr., who initiat-
ed the home rule petition that made this 
change possible. He deserves the credit.

It's a new day and age, in comparison to 
when that ... other name ... was adopted. 
So let's ring in the new in the spirit of re-
newal and progress. Just in time for 2019!
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A day at the 
Somerville Winter 
Farmers Market

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos Photos by Bobbie Toner

The weekly market, held at the Center for Arts at the Armory, 191 Highland Ave. 
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., from December to mid-April, offers the best lo-
cally grown and regionally produced agricultural items including vegetable produce, 
cheese, eggs, meats, fish, breads, pastries, chocolate, and wine. They feature rotating 
guest vendors each week, as well as live entertainment.

The Somerville Winter Farmers Market is managed by Groundwork Somerville in 
partnership with Arts at the Armory.

Go to https://www.somwintermarket.org for more information.
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www.somervillema.com
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Somerville seeking Somervision 2040
committee members

‘The Path Since 2010,’ which 
tracks SomerVision progress to 
date, is also being released ahead 
of SomerVision 2040 kickoff

If you’re interested in big issues 
like housing, development, job 
creation, and open space we 
need your help in planning for 
the future of Somerville. As part 
of the launch of SomerVision 
2040, the City of Somerville is 
seeking members for a steering 
committee that will help shape 
the community process and im-
mediate goals.

During the creation of Somer-
Vision 2030, a community-driv-
en 20-year comprehensive plan 
for the city, there was a 60-per-
son steering committee that 
helped guide the process. This 
committee is being reconstituted 
as the SomerVision Committee 

(SVC) for SomerVision 2040. 
Committee members will be a 
part of the SomerVision 2040 
process in many ways, including 
getting the word out about the 
planning process, connecting 
groups or organizations they 
belong to to the SomerVision 
2040 process, and helping staff 
select 5-year implementation 
priorities.

To get a wide range of perspec-
tives and ideas, Mayor Joseph 
A. Curtatone and the Office of 
Strategic Planning and Commu-
nity Development invite individ-
uals and community organiza-
tions to apply to be on the SVC. 
Applications can found at www.
SomerVision2040.com/getin-
volved and the deadline to apply 
is January 25. Those selected for 
the SVC will be notified shortly 
thereafter.

In addition, city staff have pre-
pared “The Path Since 2010,” 
which summarizes the progress 
on SomerVision goals we’ve 
achieved together since 2010 
including the Green Line Ex-
tension beginning construction, 
adding 7,000 new jobs in Somer-
ville, the addition of 387 perma-
nently affordable housing units, 
and 15 new acres of open space.

“The Path Since 2010” 
is available online www.
SomerVision2040.com/the-
pathsince2010/, and an even 
more complete list of accom-
plishments is available at www.
SomerVision2040.com.

There will be plenty of op-

portunities to participate in the 
SomerVision 2040 process be-
yond joining the SVC, including 
the official kickoff on Tuesday, 
January 15, at 6 p.m. at The Ar-
mory, 191 Highland Ave. All 
are also encouraged to attend 
this event to learn more about 
SomerVision 2030 and the pro-
cess for creating SomerVision 
2040, or to review the video 
recording, which will be posted 
at www.SomerVision2040.com. 
An RSVP is not required, but 
an RSVP at EventBrite is en-
couraged.

To view The Path Since 2010 
and apply to the SVC visit www.
SomerVision2040.com. The 

best way to stay informed about 
additional SomerVision 2040 
activities is to sign up for the 
newsletter on the website.

Individuals with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective communi-
cation, written materials in al-
ternative formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies and 
procedures, in order to access 
the programs and activities of 
the City of Somerville or to at-
tend meetings, should contact 
the City’s ADA Coordinator, 
Nency Salamoun, at 617-625-
6600 x2323 or NSalamoun@
somervillema.gov.

— City of Somerville

Ms. Cam’s

#660Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  Who directed the mov-
ie Reservoir Dogs?

2.  What plant is tequila 
made from?

3.  Which Italian art-
ist painted The Birth of 
Venus?

4.  What nurse was 
known as the "The Lady 
with the Lamp"?

5.  How old was Martin 
Luther King Jr. when he 
was assassinated?

6.  What is the chemical 
formula of table salt?

7.  What shade of hair dye 
is the rhubarb root used 
in?

8.  How many table-
spoons are in a cup?

9.  In what year did the 
volcanic eruption of 
Mount St. Helen take 
place?

10.  What disease is called 
the Christmas disease?

11.  What is the main 
flavor of aioli?

12.  In what country is 
Prague located?

Answers on page 16

Register now to receive a free 
digital copy of The Somerville 
Times each week via email –

go to www.thesomervilletimes.
com and look for the registration 

area on the right

a couple pre-scheduled con-
certs) will be predetermined. 
the structure of the festival will 
be centered on daily conversa-
tions led by Sarah, and other 
impromptu events as they are 
determined collectively.

The "official" concerts this year, 
all at Washington Street Art 
Center, are scheduled as follows:

Welcome Concert: Friday, 
January 11, 8:00 – 10:00 p.m. 

Featuring pieces by Sarah Pi-
tan, Jennie Gottschalk, Chris 
Strunk, and Nilo Goldfarb. This 
one has 4 pieces happening con-
currently in WSAC and outside 
around the Center. This will be a 
big event and, hopefully, a great 

kick-off to the Festival.
(https://www.facebook.com/

events/2249434621976221/)
Guest Artist Showcase #1: 

Saturday, January 12, 8:00 – 
10:00 p.m.

Featuring 10-min pieces by 5 
of the Co-Incidence Artists. A 
straight-up show that should 
be fun featuring John Eagle, 
Joachim Eckl, Jordan Dykstra, 
Clara Allison, and Tim Tsang.

(https://www.facebook.com/
events/210640833219347/)

Guest Artist Showcase #2: 
Sunday, January 13, 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m.

Same deal, but the other 5 art-
ists (of 10 total): Michael Pisa-

ro, Aaron Foster Breilyn, Derek 
Baron, Angeles Rojas, and Luke 
Martin.

(https://www.facebook.com/
events/322452958599560/)

Final Concert: Saturday, Janu-
ary 19, 8:00 – 10:00 p.m.

This one is in progress of "com-
ing together." It will feature doc-
umentations from throughout 
the week and a collaborative 
piece cooked up by all of the art-
ists throughout the week.

(https://www.facebook.com/
events/386601742094981/)

For more information about 
the festival visit the website at 
http://www.coincidencefestival.
com.

Welcoming the Co-Incidence Festival 
CONT. FROM PG 1

Medford and Somerville H.S. 
basketball 2019 Tufts Classic
The Medford High School Mustangs and 
Somerville High School Highlanders girls 
and boys basketball teams will continue their 
rivalry at the 3rd Annual Tufts Classic on 
Sunday, January 20, at the Cousens Gymna-
sium on Tufts' Medford/Somerville campus. 
The girls' game will tip off at 12:30 p.m., and 
the boys' game will tip off at 2:00 p.m.

This is the only time Medford and Somer-
ville will meet all season.

For the first time, the winners of each game will receive a "Tufts Classic" trophy, which will stay 
in their possession until the next Tufts Classic.

Players from all four teams will receive specially-branded Tufts Classic t-shirts to commemorate 
their participation in the doubleheader.

Admission to the Tufts Classic doubleheader is free. Event staff will be accepting donations for 
food pantries in Medford and Somerville. Fans are asked to bring nonperishable food items to 
support those in need in both cities.
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

GEORGE J. PROAKIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION

LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals on Wednesday, January 23, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Aldermanic Chambers, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.

*** Cases are sometimes postponed to later dates. To sign up for 
emails to inform you of a change of hearing date for a project near 
you, please use the URL associated with your address of interest that 
appears at the end of this legal notification.***

*****

68 Dimick Street (ZBA 2018-151) (re-advertisement): Applicant/Own-
er, David Shepherd, seeks a special permit per SZO §4.4.1 to alter a 
nonconforming three-family structure by reconfiguring the layout of 
the three units. RB Zone. Ward 2.

17 Elmwood Street (ZBA 2018-125): Applicant and Owner, Elmwood 
Street, LLC, seeks a special permit under SZO §4.4.1 to alter a noncon-
forming structure and a special permit under SZO §9.13 for parking 
relief to demolish portions of the building, construct two additional 
stories, and change the use from a mix of uses that include two resi-
dential units and an office to three residential units. RB Zone. Ward 7.

1244 Broadway (ZBA 2018-135): Applicant, Patricia Birchem, and 
Owner, 1244 Broadway Real Estate Partners LLC, seeks a special per-
mit under SZO §4.4.1 to alter a nonconforming structure and a special 
permit under SZO §9.13 for parking relief to demolish a portion of the 
building, construct two additional stories, and change the use from a 
laundromat/dry cleaning drop-off to a mix of uses including retail and 
three residential units. RC Zone. Ward 7.

52-54 Craigie Street (ZBA 2018-177): Applicants and Owners, Clare 
O’Brien and Nancy Walsh, seek a special permit under SZO §4.4.1 to 
alter a nonconforming structure and a special permit under SZO §9.13 
for parking relief to increase the height of the roof ridge and construct 
dormers to create a master suite on the 3rd floor. RB Zone. Ward 3.

*** 
68 Dimick St: http://eepurl.com/dM5qnQ 
17 Elmwood St: http://eepurl.com/gdqse1 
1244 Broadway: http://eepurl.com/gdqsSb 
52-54 Craigie St: http://eepurl.com/gdqtjn 

Submittals may be viewed in-person in the Office of Strategic Plan-
ning and Community Development, located on the third floor of City 
Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; 
Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30pm www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning. 

As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda 
on the City’s website or call before attending a meeting. Continued 
cases will not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide com-
ments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting 
written comments by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland 
Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to 
planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Sarah Lewis, Planning Director
As published in The Somerville Times on 1/9/19 & 1/16/19

1/9/19 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

GEORGE PROAKIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PLANNING DIVISION

LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

A joint public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the 
Planning Board and the Somerville City Council’s Land Use Committee 
on Tuesday, January 29, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Cham-
bers, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA. The purpose of this hear-
ing will be to receive public comments concerning the following: 

A proposed amendment to the Somerville Zoning Ordinance regard-
ing Useable Open Space in the ASMD and TOD districts. 

*****
Submittals may be viewed in-person in the Office of Strategic Plan-
ning and Community Development, located on the third floor of City 
Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; 
Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30 pm; and Fri, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. 

As items may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda 
on the City’s website or call before attending. Continued items will 
not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide comments to 
the Planning Board and the Land Use Committee at the hearing or by 
submitting written comments by mail to OSPCD, Planning Division, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by 
email to planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Michael A. Capuano, Chair, Somerville Planning Board
Attest: Councilor Katjana Ballantyne, President, City Council
To be published in the Somerville Times on 01/09/2019 and 01/16/2019

1/9/19 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP 19-51
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 

sealed proposals for:

Real Estate Advisory Services

A request for proposals (RFP) may be obtained online at http://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or from the Pur-
chasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA, 02143 on or after January 9th, 2019. Sealed proposals will 
be received at the above office until: January 23rd, 2019 at 2:00pm ET.  
The Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all propos-
als if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville 
would be served by so doing.

Please contact Thupten Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@somerville-
ma.gov for more information. 

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

1/9/19 The Somerville Times
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court Department

208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI 18W1731WD

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

Elvia l. Ramirez Garcia, Plaintiff
v.

Jorge H. Santos Marin, Defendant

To the above named Defendant: 

A Complaint has been presented to this Court by the Plaintiff, 
________ seeking Custody/Support/Parenting Time______________

You are required to serve upon Elvia L. Ramirez Garcia          

-plantiff - whose address is 5 River Rd #502, Somerville, MA, 02145

your answer on or before February 13, 2019. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this action. You 
are also required to file a copy of your answer in the office of the 
Register of this Court at Cambridge.

Witness, Hon. Edward F Donnelly, Jr., Esquire, First Justice of said 
Court at Cambridge, this 2nd day of January, 2019

Tara E. De Christofaro
Register of Probate

1/9/19 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

DOUGLAS KRESS
HEALTH & HUMAN 
SERVICES DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE’S

BOARD OF HEALTH 
“RESTRICTING THE SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS”

On Thursday, December 13, 2018, the Somerville Board of Health vot-
ed to amend the regulations entitled “Restricting the Sale of Tobacco 
Products.” The amendments included, but are not limited to, expand-
ing the definition of a Characterizing Flavor to include menthol, mint 
and wintergreen; adding “Tobacco” as a Characterizing Flavor for any 
product that relies on vaporization or aerosolization; restricting the 
sale of e-cigarettes, as no person shall sell or distribute or cause to 
be sold or distributed any e-cigarette, except in Smoking Bars and 
Retail Tobacco Stores; and clarifying the definitions of Retail Store 
and Retail Tobacco Store.

For a copy of these regulations, please call (617) 625-6600, ext. 4300 
or access online at www.somervillema.gov/departments/programs/

six-city-tobacco-initiative.

The regulations will go into effect on Monday, April 1, 2019.

Attest: Kathy Henkle, Administrative Assistant
As published in The Somerville Times on 01/09/19

1/9/19 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI18D2316DR

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION AND MAILING

Silsa C Betancur     vs.     Edwin A Betancur
.

To Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown of the Marriage 1B

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has been entered in this matter pre-
venting you from taking any action which would negatively impact the 
current financial status of either party .SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411

You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon:
Gregory R. Barison, Esq.
Barison Law Boston
100 Cambridge St
Suite 1400
Boston, MA 02114

your answer, if any on or before 02/07/2019. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this action. You 
are also required to file a copy of your answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.

Witness, Hon. Edward F Donnelly, Jr., First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 27, 2018.
Tara E. De Christofaro

Register of Probate

1/9/19 The Somerville Times

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Quentin Taranti-
no

2.  Blue agave plant

3.  Sandro Botticelli

4.  Florence Nightin-
gale

5.  39

6.  NaCl

7.  Blonde

8.  16

9.  1980, May 18

10.  Hemophilia B

11.  Garlic

12.  The Czech Re-
public

From on page 14

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS

IN THE
SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010
FAX: 617.628.0422
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Massachusetts Public Health Commissioner Monica 
Bharel. “Nearly nine out of ten cigarette smokers started 
before they were 18 years old, and 98 percent first tried 
smoking by age 26.”

Bharel continued, “Because the brain is not fully de-
veloped until the mid-20s, youth and young adults are 
uniquely at risk for long-term, long-lasting effects of 
exposure to nicotine.  By delaying the age when young 
people may first begin using tobacco, we can reduce the 
risk that they will become lifelong tobacco users.”

“As I have consistently said, if society entrusts an 
18-year-old with something as important as the right to 
vote for their elected officials, or the ability to fight for 
their country in war, they should be allowed the respon-
sibility to choose whether or not they want to use tobac-
co,” said Sen. Don Humason (R-Westfield). “I become 
concerned when the Legislature tries to tell people who 
would otherwise be considered adults what they can and 
cannot do.”

SALARY HIKE FOR CABINET MEMBERS AND 
OTHERS - The nine cabinet secretaries under the gov-
ernor have received a 5.5 percent pay hike. The increase 
of $8,883 will raise their pay from $161,522 to 170,405. 
Executive agency heads and commissioners and employ-
ees of the governor's office will also receive the 5.5 per-
cent hike.

This hike comes only days after a total of $1.2 million in 
salary hikes per year was given last week to the governor, 
the other five constitutional statewide officers, 40 sena-
tors and 160 representatives. These hikes ranged from a 
low of $3,709 to a high of $80,000.

Supporters say that this raise is a fair and reasonable 
one for the people who hold these important positions. 
They note the governor’s staff did not receive merit pay 
increases that executive branch managers have received 
over the past four years. 

"'Trickle-down economics’ Bay State style,” said Chip 
Ford, executive director of Citizens for Limited Taxa-
tion.  “Legislators grabbed a 5.83 percent pay raise and 
another illicit hike in their ‘expenses’ of 8 percent. Then 
the governor and other constitutional officers got theirs.  
Like water flowing downhill, cabinet secretaries and the 
well-connected schooling downstream catch the scraps 
from the feeding frenzy,” continued Ford. “Meanwhile, 
taxpayers got trickled on:  A paltry .05 percent pay raise 
from the minuscule reduction of the long-past-due roll-
back of the 3-decades old ‘temporary’ income tax hike.  
On Beacon Hill this passes for ‘pay equity.’  Marie-An-
toinette called it ‘Let them eat cake.’”

HONOR ROSA PARKS (S 2410) – The House and 
Senate approved and sent to Gov. Baker a bill requiring 
the MBTA, during the month of February, to have an 
LED display or decal on each bus to recognize the ac-
complishments of Rosa Parks to the Civil Rights Move-
ment. By refusing in 1955 to give up her seat to a white 
man on a Montgomery, Alabama, city bus,  Parks even-
tually became known as "the first lady of civil rights" and 
"the mother of the freedom movement."

Parks was arrested and convicted of disorderly conduct. 
What followed was a 381-day boycott of the bus system 
by blacks that was organized by the then 26-year old 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. The incident led to a Su-
preme Court ruling that desegregated public transpor-
tation in Montgomery.  This eventually led to the 1964 
Civil Rights Act that desegregated all public accommo-
dations nationwide.

“It was an honor and a privilege to both sponsor and 
advocate for this legislative bill which will honor an 
American heroine, said Sen James Timilty (D-Milton).  
“The sole purpose of this legislation is to commemorate 
the incredible courage and sacrifices exemplified by Ms. 
Rosa Parks. I am proud that this piece of legislation was 
enacted by both bodies of the Legislature.”   

QUOTABLE QUOTES – Unity Edition – Remarks 
from speeches as the 2019-2020 Legislature begins.

“This state is bursting with talent, humor and decency. 
Boldness and common sense. Our abiding sense of pa-
triotism, belonging and community has made us strong 
and has carried us forward for almost 400 years. Let 
others engage in cheap shots and low blows. Let’s make 
our brand of politics positive and optimistic, instead of 
cruel and dark. And instead of the bickering and name 
calling that dominates much of today’s public debate, 
let’s build on the work of those who came before us.” — 
Republican Gov. Baker

“We’ve chosen partnership over partisanship and 
worked to find common ground … We’ve focused on 
doing the work we were elected to do rather than get-
ting bogged down in political gamesmanship … We will 
resist the temptations to react to the headlines coming 
from Washington D.C. and won't regress to partisan 
bickering.” — Republican Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito

“Amid the clamor and discontent of our national dis-
course, we have a lot to be grateful for in Massachu-
setts.  Still, we have many challenges facing us. And 
the needs of our commonwealth are varied and com-
plex. So now it’s now time to get to work.” — Democrat 
House Speaker Bob DeLeo

“As I contemplate how the Massachusetts State Senate 
will address the complex challenges before us, I am re-
minded of another Frederick Douglass quote: ‘I would 
unite with anybody to do right and with nobody to do 
wrong.’ As your Senate president, I am committed to 
making sure we invite all voices to the table, and if we 
find that the table just isn’t big enough, we will build a 
bigger table.” — Democrat Senate President Karen Spilka

“Our democracy is confrontational by design and it is all 
but certain that when considering legislation and crafting 
laws, diverse, strong-willed people of talent, experience 
and divergent beliefs will have differences, some of which 
are irreconcilable. We should always work towards achiev-
ing common ground even when that effort takes valuable 
time.” — House Republican Minority Leader Brad Jones

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of December 31-January 4. the House 
met for a total of 19 hours and one minute while the 
Senate met for a total of 26 hours and 17 minutes.

Mon. December 31 House 11:02 a.m. to 9:50 p.m.
 Senate 11:20 a.m. to 10:17 p.m.

Tues. January 1 House 11:04 a.m. to 1:06 p.m.
 Senate 11:14 a.m. to 11:12 p.m.

Wed. January 2 House 11:08 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.
 Senate 11:09 a.m. to 2:07 p.m.

Thurs. January 3 House 11:00 a.m. to 1:54 p.m.
 Senate 11:27 a.m. to 11:51 a.m.

Fri. January 4 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued from page 7

Urban Gardening: A Talk with Lindsay Allen
The Somerville Public Library, 79 Highland Ave., welcomes Lindsay Allen, the Rooftop Farmer at 
Boston Medical Center and Operations Director at Higher Ground Farm, for a discussion of urban 
gardening on Thursday, January 24, at 6:00 p.m. Attendees will learn about the history of urban gar-
dening, food justice, and innovative ways to grow food at their homes.

This is the first event in the Food for Thought: Community Gardening and Cooking Initiative. The 
initiative will continue with the installation of a teaching garden at the Central Library in the spring 
of 2019.

Additional events will include hands-on educational workshops, as well as the addition of several gar-
dening kits to the library’s circulating collection. Participants of all ages will acquire the skills and 
knowledge necessary to create and maintain gardens in an urban environment and learn techniques for 
cooking and preserving fresh produce. All programs are free and open to the public.

Food for Thought is funded in large part by a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant.

Please contact Lilly Sundell-Thomas at (617) 623-5000 x2961 or lsundell-thomas@minlib.net for more information.



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|January 9
East Branch Library
Preschool Story Time 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library
Somerville High School Anime 
Club 
2:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Thursday|January 10
Central Library
Preschool Storytime for 3 to 
5-year-olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 
TELL (Teen Library Leaders) 
Meeting 
3:45 p.m.-5:45 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Friday|January 11
Central Library
Preschool Storytime for 2-year-
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Monday|January 14
Central Library
Sing Along with Fred & Friends! 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|79 High-
land Ave

East Branch Library
Pop Up Play Group! 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 
Broadway

Tuesday|January 15
Central Library
Girls Who Code 
6:15 p.m.-7:45 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Wednesday|January 16
East Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library
Somerville Positive Forces 
1 p.m.-3 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

MUSIC/ARTS
Wednesday|January 9
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian 
O’Donovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" 
on WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
Elizabeth and Ben Anderson|7:30 
p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Residency 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Evan & Danny 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Been Out Here Teen Open Mic 
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Thursday|January 10
Sally O’Brien’s
Ways & Means Committee, Rust-

ed Bucket Band 
7:30 p.m.|335 Somerville 
Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Jen Kearney|7 p.m. 
Scattershots|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
Crooked Coast with special 
guests The Quins, Over The 
Bridge, and Alright, Thanks 
 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Helefest 
MeetVoutside, Everything But 
Nothing, Tre Michaels, Mozado, 
The Sunset Kings, Clutch Cabin 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Le Prestige 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Pub Sing 
6 p.m.|191 Highland Ave

Friday|January 11
Sally O’Brien’s
David Johnston Band |6 p.m.  
HearNow Live presents The Oth-
ership   $10 cover|9:30  p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Backroom Series with Tom 
Bianchi 
Insight Music & Prospect Par-
adigm Live Featuring Sawyer 
Thomas and Forte |7 p.m. 
Pop Disaster|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Once Somerville
Pop Punk Pizza Party 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Brother Guy, blindspot, Lockette, 
Erika Hansen, Kate Girardi 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Second Line Brass Band|6:30 
p.m. 
Yogibogeybox Brass Band|7:30 
p.m. 
14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
B.U.M.P.|9:15 p.m. 
Dirty Disney|10:30 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Saturday|January 12
Sally O’Brien’s
Tom Hagerty Band |6 p.m. 
Speed Fossil, Ghost Truckers, 
Haymakers   $10 cover|9:30 p.m 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Jeff Jam Family Dance Party!|4 
p.m. 
Seth Rosenbloom CD Release 
Show with Special Guests: Sonya 
Rae Taylor & Ryan Taylor|7 p.m. 
Brick Park |10 p.m. 

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Weird Phishes – Performing 
Radiohead’s ‘OK Computer’ in its’ 
entirety. 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Punk Rock Aerobics - A benefit for 
Girls Rock Campaign Boston!|12 
p.m. 
Gene Dante And The Future 
Starlets|8 p.m. 
The Gala 
Tiger Bomb, Smitt E. Smitty 
156 Highland Ave 

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Honey Talk 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
KERPLUNK! 
11 a.m.|255 Elm St

Arts at the Armory
Irish Session  
2 p.m.|Café 
Vira & Friends, 02143 
5 p.m.|Café 
Laughing Liberally 
8 p.m.|Cafe |191 Highland Ave

Sunday|January 13
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
The Natural Wonders|4:30 p.m. 
African Night, SambaLolo 
hosts|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Beatles Brunch 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Backroom series with Tom Bian-
chi|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Americana Sundays with the 
Greg Klyma Band featuring Andy 
Santospago 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
BYOP: Amy Kucharik & Friends 
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Adult Folktale Telling Series 
6:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Monday|January 14
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Com-
edy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Back Room:  
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Queer Tango 
6:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|January 15
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
industry night featuring DJ Wall 
9 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren
Jason Anick& The Swingers 
Swing/Jazz 
8:30 p.m.|247 Elm 
Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Ghetto People Band 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville 
Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Thunder Road
SnugHouse with special guests 
Xander Nelson, Visiting Wine, 
and Strawberry Machine 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Future Teens 
Barely Civil 
The Sonder Bombs 
Raavi & The Houseplants 
7:30 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
First and Last Word Poetry  
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|January 16
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian 
O’Donovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" 
on WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 
p.m. 
Amanda Anne Platt & The Hon-
eycutters|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Residency 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Tiki Holiday 
Tsunami of Sound, DJ Easy Ed 
7:30 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Late Night Thoughts 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Red Cross Blood Drive  
2 p.m.|Performance Hall|191 
Highland Ave

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|January 9
Central Library
Drop-in Knitting/Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Poetry Reading with Bert Stern, 
Gloria Mindock, and David Blair 
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary City Meeting 
11 a.m.- 1 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|January 10
Central Library
Yoga at the Library 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Ciampa Manor 
Learn English with the Library! 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|27 College Avenue

East Branch Library
Death Cafe 
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave 
(Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Friday|January 11
East Branch Library
Introduction to Zentangle 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 a.m.|115 
Broadway

Central Library
Creative Computing 
4 p.m.-5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Saturday|January 12
Central Library
Gallery @ SPL Reception: Dylan 
Kaufman, The Boston and Maine 
11 a.m.-1 p.m|79 Highland Ave

Winters Farmers Market
9 a.m.-1 p.m.|Arts at the Ar-
mory|191 Highland Ave

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets 
meet weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|January 13
Central Library
Picture Book Author/Illustrators 
Critique Group 
2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Boston New Music Initiative 
3 p.m.-4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-
Anon Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in 
basement

Monday|January 14
Central Library
Somerville Stands Together 
4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Somerville Commission for 
Women 
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 
Club 
7 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|115 Broadway

Tuesday|January 15
Central Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m.-7 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Company
Books & Brews Book Club 
6:15 p.m.-7:15 p.m.|14 Tyler St

Wednesday|January 16
Central Library
Drop-in Knitting/Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland Ave
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES

Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 

Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway 
(East Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2335 Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
617- 666-5223

Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street 
(between Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851

ONGOING PROGRAMS

Free Smoke Alarm/Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Very 
limited amount available This program is a first come 
first serve basis. This is funded through the Senior Safe 
Program and services will be provided until the grant 
is exhausted. - If you have any questions or need an 
application please call Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2321.

Join the SCOA’s email group: The email group is for 
Somerville Council on Aging Seniors and / or Care-
givers who are interested in the latest information on 
resources, events, programming, etc…in and around 
the Somerville area. Use the link https://groups.google.
com/group/somerville-council-on-aging - If you have 
any questions or need help joining please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov 

Silver Alert Program: The Somerville Council on Aging 
with the Somerville Police Department have implement-
ed a program to take a proactive approach towards 
protecting some of Somerville’s most vulnerable citizens 
who suffer with serious cognitive impairments that put 
them at risk for wandering and getting lost. The Silver 
Alert Program is designed to collect specific information 
about a potential missing person, along with photo 
identification. This confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event a loved one is 
reported missing. Please contact the SCOA at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 for additional information or to register. 

Free Groceries Every Month?: You may be eligible for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program! CSFP is a 
once a month food distribution for individuals 60 years 
of age or older. You may be eligible to receive two free 
bags of food once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products. Proof of identity and age are all that is 
required to apply. Must apply beforehand. Pick up at the 
Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 New Washington Street on the 
4th Thursday of every month unless otherwise specified. 
For more information or to apply please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 – applications are available at the front 
desk of our Holland Street Center.

Friendly Caller Program: Do you know someone who 
could benefit from a friendly call? Maybe you are feeling 
isolated and want someone to talk to – or you just want 
someone to listen. Please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 
ext. 2317 to sign up for our “Friendly Caller” Program.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Country Western Line Dancing – The 1st & 3rd 
Thursday of each month at our Holland Street Center. 
$3 per class – no experience needed. For additional in-
formation, questions or to reserve your spot call Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Healthy Steps – Thursdays starting from 12:45 p.m. 
to 1:45 p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9 
New Washington Street. Healthy Steps is a therapeutic, 
gentle, movement class for anyone who needs to get 
moving, particularly anyone recovering from surgery, 
frail elders or those living with chronic fatigue or arthri-
tis. Class is free. For additional information or questions 
to call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Blood Pressure Screening – Holland Street Center 
located at 167 Holland Street. January 10 at 10:30 am. 

For info please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Dollar Days at the Movies – Tuesday, January 15 - 
doors open at 11:30 a.m. movie starts at noontime. $1 
per person – Chappaquiddick - For additional informa-
tion, questions or to reserve your spot please call Josie at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Diabetic Shoe Clinic – Thursday, January 17 from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at our Holland Street Center. Did you 
know that you may be eligible for a new pair of diabetic 
shoes? Must have appointment.If you require additional 
info, have any questions or want to reserve your spot 
please contact Natasha at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317.

Blood Pressure Screening – Cross Street Center located 
at 165 Broadway. Upcoming Dates: January 17 at 10:30 
am. If you require additional information please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Blood Pressure Screening – Ralph & Jenny Center 
located at 9 New Washington Street. Upcoming Dates: 
January 24 at 10:30 am. If you require additional infor-
mation please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

St. Valentine’s Day Celebration – Thursday, February 
14 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Dilboy Post located 
on Summer Street. Limited seating and transportation. 
This event is made possible through the Somerville 
Police and Fire Departments. If you require additional 
information, have any questions or want to reserve your 
spot please contact Josie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

LGBTQ EVENTS

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness Class is Thursday eve-
nings starting at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - scholar-
ships available & it just might be covered under your 
insurance. We have available slots and would love to 
have you. If you have any questions or require addi-
tional info, please contact our Health & Wellness Coor-
dinator, Chris Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHEDULE 
(Please cut out and save)

Monday:

Keep Moving Walking Club** - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Tai Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Tuesday: 

Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. (H) 
$3 per class (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)  
Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 

Wednesdays: 

Fit-4-Life Group A (exercise) - 9:00 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B (nutrition) - 9 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B (exercise) - 10:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C (nutrition) - noon (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H)  
Zumba 4 All - 5:15 p.m. - $3/class (H)

Thursdays: 

Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:15 a.m. (C)  
LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays:

Fit-4-Life Group A - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group A (nutrition) 10:00 a.m. (H)

Adventure Group – Please call for details

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group self-facili-
tates. Group members choose both fiction and non-fic-
tion titles on a quarterly basis. Books are available on 
reserve at the Central Branch of the Somerville Library. 
If you are interested in joining, or require additional 
information please call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 

If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call Ashley at 
617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

Conversations of the Heart – Meets bi-monthly 
on Mondays from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. at our Holland 
Street Center. Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates 
this group. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Current Events Group – Meets every Thursday at 9:30 
a.m. Our Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group. Join a group of your peers to discuss current 
events. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group - If you have concerns 
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This 
closed group meets both in spring and fall for 6-8 
weeks. This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim 
and Marina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, 
have any questions or require additional information 
please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Low Vision Support Group – Meets the second Tues-
day of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Our 
Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Do 
you know someone who has trouble seeing? Do you 
have low vision? Join our Low Vision Support Group for 
educational and informative information and peer sup-
port in a confidential environment. Lunch and transpor-
tation may be available on request. If you are interested 
in joining, have any questions or require additional in-
formation please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

Memory Café – Meets the second Thursday of every 
month from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Mt. Vernon. 
Our Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group.  
A welcoming place for people with forgetfulness and 
their family and friends to share a meal and create new 
memories. If you are interested in joining, have any  
questions or require additional information please call 
Ashley at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

Mens Group – Meets the first Tuesday of each month 
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group is facilitated 
by our volunteer, Norbert DeAmato. Are you recently 
retired? Looking to connect with other men in the com-
munity? Join our men’s group where you can connect 
with old friends and make new ones.  All men 55 and 
over are welcome. If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional information please 
call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Coffee & Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Maureen 
Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy Francis, Cross 
Street Center Volunteer, work together to facilitate this 
group. Come meet people from all over the world and 
join in the discussion of a different topic every day. Con-
versation is followed by the Fit-4-Life exercise program 
and then lunch. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Arts & Crafts – Meets the second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month starting January 11th - from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Join us in a relaxing atmosphere 
as we learn about a wide range of arts & crafts from 
weaving to watercolor pencils. Maureen Bastardi, 
Program Coordinator facilitates this group. Must call a 
week in advance if you plan on attending. This is nec-
essary to ensure we have enough material for every-
one. If you are interested in joining, have any questions 
or require additional information please call Maureen 
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Social Service Drop In – The third Thursday of every 
month Social Workers, Ashley Speliotis and Natasha 
Naim will be taking turns and having a Drop-in Social 
Service hour from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Cross 
Street Center. They will be available to address any of 
your Social Service needs. If you need additional info 
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

RALPH & JENNY GROUP INFORMATION

Knitting Blankets – Every Tuesday & Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Join us as we knit blankets for 
babies. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Judy at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300
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617-666-4010

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

I'm not addicted to brake fluid.
I can stop whenever I want.

'Understanding Google 
Suites & Apps'

The Somerville Public Library and Somerville Media Center are excited to an-
nounce our 2019 workshops as part of our collaborative training program for 
improving people’s digital and technology skills called, Lunch & Learn Digital 
Literacy Series.

The next Lunch & Learn workshop is Tuesday, January 15 from 12:00 to 2:00 
p.m. at Somerville Media Center, 90 Union Square.

During this two-hour workshop on Understanding Google Suites & Apps, 
instructors will go over using google drive, its most popular apps (google docs, 
google sheets, google slides) and answer any questions from the students.

REGISTRATION: Please submit the form online at https://www.somervil-
lemedia.org/lunchandlearn/ to sign up for any of our upcoming workshops! If 
not comfortable submitting the form, no worries, just call us at 617-628-8826 
or send us an email at ejones@somervillemedia.org.

OTHER UPCOMING DIGITAL LITERACY WORKSHOPS: Somer-
ville Media Center is expanding their digital literacy workshops to the com-
munity beyond the Lunch & Learn Series with the Somerville Public Library. 
SMC is happy to be a recipient of the SkillUp Somerville, a grant funded pro-
gram of the City of Somerville.

With these funds, SMC is offering even more digital literacy workshops geared 
toward audiences who want to improve their ability to navigate and partici-
pate in the digital media sphere and greater social economy. This SMC Digital 
Literacy program will address a wider spectrum of digital inclusion factors 
like taking full advantage of utilizing smartphones, researching the internet, 
learning media production, graphic design, building user friendly websites, be-
coming a community journalist, deepening media literacy knowledge and in 
general creating media savvy consumers.

Read more about these offerings at https://www.somervillemedia.
org/2019digitalliteracy/.

'Let’s Talk About Race'
symposium and panel discussion

Let's Talk About Race is a podcast and radio show hosted by Diane Wong 
which invites people from all backgrounds to engage in courageous conversations 
around issues related to race. Join host Diane Wong and Somerville Media Cen-
ter by welcoming back a panel of the past years' guests who will share their ex-
periences and expertise on Saturday, January 19, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
Somerville Media Center, 90 Union Square. Afterwards, join in for a community 
meal and participate in racial dialogues facilitated by the panelists.

Motivation behind the event...
Wong shares that, “Our country has a long history of race oppression. Because 
of this largely unprocessed history, fear of discussing race permeates our national 
culture. Somerville is no different. We must engage with race in order to break 
the cycles of oppression that penetrate our lives.” In celebration of Martin Lu-
ther King Day, come learn from a panel of educators, activists, young people, and 
community members who have engaged in these critical conversations over the 
past year as part of Wong’s ongoing episodes to her Let’s Talk About Race show.

The panel discussion participants include:
Pharaoh Saunders: Cambridge, MA, Political Science Student, UMass Bos-
ton& LTAR Co-Host.
Tina Cabral: Somerville, MA, Somerville Media Center
Nina Walcott-Wentzel: Cambridge MA, Medical Secretary, Harvard Van-
guard Associates.
Raeshelle Cooke: Boston, MA, Filmmaker & Founder of RMC Pictures.
Heather McCormack: Somerville, MA, SMC Youth Media Director.

For more information, please contact Heather McCormack at hmack@somer-
villemedia.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE 
TOWING 24hr Response - Tax De-
duction - Help Save Lives! UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION 
866-616-6266

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. Top $$$ 
Paid! Free Towing! We're Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE 
TOWING 24hr Response - Tax De-
duction UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION Your donation can 
help save a life! 877-654-3662

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Up to $5k Per Month? Work 
From Home. No Experience Nec-
essary. Start Now! http://earndol-
larsonlinedaily.com Call 1-877-866-
6399

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - 
Get FAA Technician certification. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ONLINE 
TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take the 
first step into a new career! Call 
now: 833-221-0660

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING 
ONLINE. Start a New Career in 
Medical Billing & Coding. Medical 
Administrative Assistant. To learn 
more, call Ultimate Medical Acade-
my. 855-629-5104

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands on Aviation 
training. Financial Aid for quali-
fied students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real Estate 
Agents needed: Very busy Somer-
ville based office in need of 
additional agents, no fee referrals, 
Sales & Rentals, Part time or Full 
Time. work from home online, full 
office back up and highest paid 
no strings commissions. Call for 
private interview 617 623-6600 ask 
for Donald.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.
com for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE OR 
BACK PAIN? If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the perfect 
brace at little to no cost. Get yours 
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442

Suffering from an ADDICTION 

to Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription 
PainKillers or other DRUGS? There 
is hope! Call Today to speak with 
someone who cares. Call NOW 
1-855-866-0913

$$$$VIAGRA & CIALIS! 105 pills for 
$99. 100 percent guarantee. and 
guaranteed delivery in two weeks 
and money back guarantee. NO 
prescriptions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-800-767-1864

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablam-
os Espanol

HELP WANTED

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! Stevens Trans-
port covers all costs! 1-877-209-
1309 drive4stevens.com

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-799-4127.

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTERNET 
$39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.)No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! 
PLUS Ask about our Triple Play 
(TV-Voice-Internet) for $89.99/mo. 
(lock in 2 yrs.!) Call 1-844-835-5117

DEALING WITH WATER DAMAGE 
requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond imme-
diately. Nationwide and 24/7. No 
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

INVENTORS-FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product 
idea developed affordably by the 
Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. 
Call 1-855-380-5976 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for 
a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a 
button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't 
reach a phone! FREE brochure. 
CALL 800-457-1917

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If 
so, you and your family may be 
entitled to a significant cash award. 
Call 800-364-0517 to learn more. 
No risk. No money out of pocket.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S PRE-
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home 
or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-
892-1017

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 
Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Founda-
tion Commendation. Therapeutic 
Jets. MicroSoothe Air Therapy Sys-
tem. Less than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Call 855-400-0439 for up to 
$1500. Off.

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 877-929-9587

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, Inter-
net & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or 
commitment. We buy your existing 
contract up to $500.! 1-844-592-
9018

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 

ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-
286-0854

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJURY 
OR ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide 1-800-586-
7449. Mail: 2420 N. St. NW, Wash-
ington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar)

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
889-5515

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award. Call 866-
428-1639 for Information. No Risk. 
No Money Out Of Pocket.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. In-
cludes 1 TB of data per month. Ask 
us how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & 
svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-833-707-0984

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. 
ALL BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built 
in! FREE Standard Installation for 
lease customers! Limited Time, Call 
1-800-610-4790 

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-844-374-0013

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY 
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now- 
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL 
1-855-781-1565 Ask Us How To 
Bundle & Save!

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or com-
mitment. More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-855-652-9304

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 
Channels. Add High Speed Internet 
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best Tech-
nology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-837-
9146

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or com-
mitment. More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-877-338-2315

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid 
for just $75 down and $50 per 
month! Call 800-426-4212 and 

mention 88272 for a risk free trial! 
FREE SHIPPING!

Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, out of 
state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-511-2181 

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 1-855-530-
8993 Call Now!

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have 
Medicare coverage, call Verus 
Healthcare to qualify for CPAP 
supplies for little or no cost in 
minutes. Home Delivery, Healthy 
Sleep Guide and More - FREE! Our 
customer care agents await your 
call. 1-844-545-9175

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-877-626-2213 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/classified

Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-800-508-2824

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered 
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Makes 
a great Holiday gift! SAVE 75% 
PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers! Order 
The Family Gourmet Feast - ONLY 
$49.99. Call 1-855-349-0656 men-
tion code 55586TJC or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/love13

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure 
in industrial, construction, manu-
facturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were 
also exposed. Call 1-866-795-3684 
or email cancer@breakinginjury-
news.com. $30 billion is set aside 
for asbestos victims with cancer. 
Valuable settlement monies may 
not require filing a lawsuit. 

Start Saving BIG On Medications! 
Up To 90% Savings from 90DAY-
MEDS! Over 3500 Medications 
Available! Prescriptions Req'd. 
Pharmacy Checker Approved. CALL 
Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-
776-7620

Unable to work due to injury or 
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attor-
neys! FREE Evaluation. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide 1-855-498-6323 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM 
Bar.)]

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 
We edit, print and distribute your 
work internationally. We do the 
work… You reap the Rewards! Call 
for a FREE Author’s Submission 
Kit: 866-951-7214

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company 
for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 proce-
dures.888-623-3036 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/58 

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 

Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 1-866-293-
9702 Call Now!

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
741-7459

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Nationwide Free Pick Up! Call Now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Suffering from an ADDICTION 
to Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription 
PainKillers or other DRUGS? There 
is hope! Call Today to speak with 
someone who cares. Call NOW 
1-855-399-8803

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product 
idea developed affordably by the 
Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. 
Call 1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for 
a free consultation.

Recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call 
now! You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize 
in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 888-
912-4745

REAL ESTATE

WANTED classic duplex / two 
family ready for the next gener-
ation, preferably in the Medford 
/ Somerville vicinity. Multigener-
ational family with experience in 
construction and historic renova-
tion seeking a dwelling to call our 
home. If you’ve loved your home 
and are planning to move, contact 
us. Financing in place. Transaction 
terms and timing reasonably flex-
ible. Please call Dave at 860-402-
4644.

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for 
INSTANT offer: 1-888-417-9150

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to has 
purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their 
service or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some adver-
tisers do not offer employment 
but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. Un-
der NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is 
illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, January 9

12:00am     Free Speech TV

6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Esoteric Science
7:30am     DW In Good Shape
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     DW Global 3000
9:30am     Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am     Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am     Somerville Storytellers
11:00am     LIVE - Fallon’s Daily Roast
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     Health is Wealth
1:30pm     Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm     Science 360
3:00pm             Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     Speak Up! Somerville
4:30pm               The Literati Scene
5:00pm     Hello Neighbor
5:30pm     Women2Women Today
6:00pm     Speak Up! Somerville
6:30pm     Off the Shelf
7:00pm             Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
8:00pm     LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm              Speak Up! Somerville
9:00pm             Boston Come Through
10:00pm     LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm     Flotilla

Thursday, January 10
12:00am     SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am     SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am     Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am              DW Focus on Europe
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am              Hello Neighbor
10:00am     Legacies
10:30am            Somerville Pundits
11:00am     Teen Empowerment
11:30am            Art & Ideas
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Somerville Line
3:00pm      Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     Hello Neighbor!
4:30pm     The Struggle
5:00pm     Words on Film with Dan Burke
6:00pm     Community Lens
6:30pm     Somerville Pundits

7:00pm     LIVE - The Boston Medium
8:00pm     Startup TV Boston
9:00pm     The Beantown Beatdown
10:00pm     The Chatman Booth
10:30pm           TUTV
11:00pm          DIWHY The show

Friday, January 11
12:00am     Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am     SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am     SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am      Free Speech TV
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     Esoteric Science
9:30am     Cambridge Calendar
10:00am     NASA TV
11:00am     SOM ARTS
11:30am     DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Yellow Jacket Lady
1:30pm     Speak Up! Somerville
2:00pm     The Kamla Show
2:30pm      SMC Youth Media
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     Gay USA
5:00pm     The Chatman Booth
5:30pm     What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm     LIVE - Fallon's Daily Toast
7:00pm     SOM ARTS
7:30pm             Art Seen at SMC
8:00pm     The Grandstanders
8:30pm           Greater Somerville
9:00pm            The Boston Medium
10:00pm          Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm          Totally Working Out

Saturday, January 12
12:00am     DIWHY The Show
1:00am     Boston Come Through
2:00am     Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am      Free Speech TV
5:00am     Effort Pour Christ
6:00am     SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Road to Recovery
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     SMC Youth Media
9:30am     Somerville Storytellers
10:00am     Dead Air Live
11:00am           Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
12:00pm      TeleGalaxie 

1:00pm           Tele Magazine
2:00pm             The Beantown Beatdown
3:00pm             Democracy Now!
4:00pm     New England Pride TV
4:30pm     What's New Massachusetts?
5:00pm     Reeling Review
5:30pm             Both Sides of the Bars
6:00pm           The World Fusion Show
6:30pm             The Literati Scene
7:00pm            Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
7:30pm           SOM ARTS
8:00pm         Special SCATV Programming
8:30pm           Henry Parker Presents
9:00pm     Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm            DIWHY The Show
11:00pm            SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm          TUTV

Sunday, January 13
12:00am           Flotilla
1:00am            SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am     SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am              Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am              Free Speech TV
6:00am             Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am     Effort Pour Christ
9:00am     Tele Kreyol
10:00am     Evangelista Camillo Fodera
11:00am     The Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm     Gentle Belly Dancing
1:00pm              Off the Shelf
1:30pm     DW Conflict Zone
2:00pm     Startup TV Boston
3:00pm     African Television Network
4:00pm     Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm     Gay USA
6:00pm      The Grandstanders 
6:30pm      Teen Empowerment
7:00pm     Cinema Somerville
8:30pm              Somerville Neighborhood News
9:00pm             Tele Magazine
10:00pm            The Boston Medium 
11:00pm     Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm            SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, January 14
12:00am     Free Speech TV
5:00am     Evangelista Camillo Fodera
6:00am     Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am     Going Postal

8:00am      Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     The Stephanie Miller Show
10:00am     Both Sides of the Bars
10:30am     SOM Arts
11:00am     Art Seen at SMC
11:30am     DW Conflict Zone
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm     The Kamla Show
1:30pm     DW Global 3000
2:00pm     NASA TV Silicon Valley Live
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     DW Euromaxx
4:30pm     Legacies
5:00pm     TeleGalaxie
6:00pm     Going Postal
6:30pm     The Last Sip
7:00pm     LIVE - The Yellow Jacket Lady
7:30pm     Henry Parker Presents
8:00pm     LIVE - Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm     Dedillhando au Saudade
10:00pm     Duck Village Stage Sessions
11:00pm     Boston Come Through

Tuesday, January 15
12:00am     Free Speech TV
6:00am     Community Bulletin Board
7:00am     DW Euromaxx
7:30am     Esoteric Science
8:00am     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am     The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am     Road to Recovery
11:00am     Graphic Content
11:30am     DW In Good Shape
12:00pm     The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm     Words on Film with Dan Burke
2:00pm     Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm     Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm     SMC Youth Media
4:30pm     Henry Parker Presents
5:00pm     LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm     What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm     Community Lens
6:30pm     Art & Ideas
7:00pm     Art Seen at SMC
7:30pm     LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm     LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm     The Somerville Line
10:00pm     TUTV
10:30pm     Public Access Boyz
11:00pm      Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm    Ojo Rojo

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 

Wednesday, January 9

8:30am Fit-4-Life #6
9:00am Foss Park Community Meeting - 12.12.18
11:30am Organizational Meeting for BOA 
 & School Committee
12:30pm Mid-Term Ceremonies 2019
1:30pm Foss Park Community Meeting - 12.12.18
3:08pm Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
6:30pm Illuminations Tour - 2018
7:00pm SomerViva em Português - November 2018
7:30pm Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
8:41pm Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
9:00pm Somerville Climate Forward
10:00pm Paul Revere Statue Unveiling
10:07pm Conway Park Contamination Info Session

Thursday, January 10
12:00am Senior Circuit - 2018 Wrap Up
12:15am Organizational Meeting for BOA 
 & School Committee
1:15am Mid-Term Ceremonies 2019
2:15am HeatSmart CoolSmart
2:30am Illuminations Tour - 2018
8:30am SomerViva em Português - November 2018
9:00am Middlesex County Update w/Marian Ryan
9:30am Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
10:00am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
11:30am Raising Families "Immigration Law"
12:00pm Senior Circuit - 2018 Wrap Up
12:15pm HeatSmart CoolSmartInstall
1:30pm The Firstamerican Flag: Revisiting the 
 Grand Union at Prospect Hill
2:46pm First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
4:00pm Upcoming Meeting Agenda

7:00pm Board of Aldermen Meeting - LIVE

Friday, January 11
12:00am First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
1:13am Transgender Day of Remembrance
1:26am Even Side Season PSA - 2018
1:30am School Committee Meeting - 12.17.18
8:30am Fit-4-Life #2 
9:00am SomerViva em Português - November 2018
9:30am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
11:00am Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
11:30am Veterans' Day Remembrance Ceremony
12:30pm First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
1:43pm HeatSmart CoolSmart
2:00pm Parking Changes on Central Hill Meeting
3:30pm Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
6:30pm SomerViva em Português - November 2018
7:00pm Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
8:11pm Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
8:30pm The Firstamerican Flag: Revisiting the 
 Grand Union at Prospect Hill
9:30pm Organizational Meeting for BOA 
 & School Committee
10:30pm Mid-Term Ceremonies 2019

Saturday, January 12
12:00am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
12:30am The Firstamerican Flag: Revisiting the 
 Grand Union at Prospect Hill
1:46am Foss Park Community Meeting - 12.12.18
8:30am Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
9:00am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
9:30am Fit-4-Life #5 
11:00am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
11:30am Conway Park Contamination Info Session

1:00pm City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
2:00pm Somerville Climate Forward
3:00pm Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
6:00pm Veterans' Day Remembrance Ceremony
6:44pm Push Ups for Veterans
7:00pm Conway Park Contamination Info Session
8:09pm Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
8:30pm SomerViva em Português - November 2018
9:00pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
9:13pm Paul Revere Statue Unveiling
9:20pm HeatSmart CoolSmart
9:30pm First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
10:43pm Push Ups for Veterans
11:00pm Raising Families "Special Needs Education"

Sunday, January 13
12:00am Organizational Meeting for BOA 
 & School Committee
1:00am Mid-Term Ceremonies 2019
2:00am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
2:30am First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
8:30am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
9:00am Senior Circuit - 2018 Wrap Up
9:15am Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
10:00am SomerViva em Portugues - January 2019
11:00am SomerViva em Português - November 2018
11:30am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
12:00pm Senior Circuit - 2018 Wrap Up
12:15pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
12:30pm Somerville Climate Forward
1:08pm Even Side Season PSA - 2018
1:10pm HeatSmart CoolSmart
1:30pm Mid-Term Ceremonies 2019
2:30pm The Firstamerican Flag: Revisiting the 
 Grand Union at Prospect Hill

6:30pm SomerViva em Portuguese - January 2019
7:00pm Senior Circuit - 2018 Wrap Up
7:15pm First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
8:30pm Board of Aldermen Meeting - 1.10.19

Monday, January 14
12:30am Senior Circuit - 2018 Wrap Up
1:00am Illuminations Tour - 2018
1:30am Conway Park Contamination Info Session
3:00am HeatSmart CoolSmart
8:30am Conway Park Contamination Info Session
11:30am Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
12:00pm Board of Aldermen Meeting - 1.10.19
7:00pm School Committee Meeting - LIVE

Tuesday, January 15
12:00am SomerViva em Português - November 2018
12:30am Paul Revere Statue Unveiling
1:00am Ward 7 ResiStat Meeting  - 11.15.18
2:33am Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
8:30am Sit & Be Fit Fibromyalgia Workout
9:00am BOA - Land Use - Committee of the Whole
1:30pm The Firstamerican Flag: Revisiting the 
 Grand Union at Prospect Hill
3:00pm SomerViva em Portugues - January 2019
6:30pm First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2019
8:00pm SomerViva em Portugues - January 2019
8:30pm School Committee Meeting - 1.14.19

Wednesday, January 16
12:00am SomerViva em Portugues - January 2019
12:30am The Firstamerican Flag: Revisiting the 
 Grand Union at Prospect Hill
2:00am Mid-Term Ceremonies 2019
3:00am Organizational Meeting for BOA 
 & School Committee

Friday, January 9

8:00am Argenziano School Winter Concert
9:00am Brown School Winter Concert
10:00am SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
12:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
2:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
4:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert
5:00pm Brown School Winter Concert
6:00pm SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
8:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
10:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers

Thursday, January 10
12:00am SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
1:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
8:00am ESCS Winter Concert
9:05am El Sistema Winter Concert
10:00am All-City Middle School Winter Concert
11:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
1:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
5:00pm ESCS Winter Concert
6:05pm El Sistema Winter Concert
7:00pm All-City Middle School Winter Concert
8:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
10:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
Friday, January 11

12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
1:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC
8:00am SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
9:30am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown
11:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Salem
12:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
2:00pm SHS Hockey vs Watertown
3:30pm Argenziano School Winter Concert
5:00pm SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
6:30pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown
8:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Salem
9:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
11:00pm SHS Hockey vs Watertown

Saturday, January 12
12:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
2:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
3:30am Public Domain Theater
9:00am SHS Hockey vs Lynn English
10:30am SHS Hockey vs Revere
12:00pm SHS Hockey vs Watertown
1:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs KIPP
3:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert
4:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown
6:00pm SHS Hockey vs Lynn English
7:30pm SHS Hockey vs Revere
9:00pm SHS Hockey vs Watertown

10:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs KIPP

Sunday, January 13
12:00am Argenziano School Winter Concert
1:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
2:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
5:00am Public Domain Theater
8:00am SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
9:30am SHS Hockey vs Revere
11:00am SHS Winter Concert
12:30pm All-City Middle School Winter Concert
1:30pm SHS Hockey vs Watertown
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
5:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC
7:00pm SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
8:30pm SHS Hockey vs Revere
10:00pm SHS Winter Concert
11:30pm All-City Middle School Winter Concert

Monday, January 14
12:30am SHS Hockey vs Watertown
2:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
4:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC
8:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
10:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs KIPP
11:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
1:00pm El Sistema Winter Concert
2:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert

3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
4:30pm Kennedy School K-3 Winter Concert
5:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
7:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs KIPP
8:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
10:00pm El Sistema Winter Concert
11:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert

Tuesday, January 15
12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Watertown
8:00am ESCS Winter Concert
9:05am El Sistema Winter Concert
10:00am All-City Middle School Winter Concert
11:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
1:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Winthrop
5:00pm ESCS Winter Concert
6:05pm El Sistema Winter Concert
7:00pm All-City Middle School Winter Concert
8:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
10:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Danvers

Wednesday, January 16
12:00am SHS Hockey vs Swampscott
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Revere
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Anne Elezabeth Pluto is Professor of Literature 
and Theatre at Lesley University in Cambridge, 
MA where she is the artistic director and one of 
the founders of the Oxford Street Players, the 
university’s Shakespeare troupe. She is an alum-
na of Shakespeare & Company, and has been a 
member of the Worcester Shakespeare Company 
since 2011.

She was a member of the Boston small press 
scene in the late 1980s and is one of the found-
ers and editors at Nixes Mate Review. Her chap-
book, The Frog Princess, was published by White 
Pine Press (1985), her ebook Lubbock Electric, by 
Argotist ebooks (2012), and her chapbook Benign 
Protection by Cervana Barva Press (2016).

Recent publications include The Buffalo Evening 
News, Unlikely Stories: Episode IV, Mat Hat Lit, 
Pirene's Fountain, The Enchanting Verses Literary 
Review, Mockingheart Review, Yellow Chair Review, 
Levure Litteraire – numero 12, The Naugatuck Riv-
er Review, and Tuesday, An Art Project.

I had the pleasure to speak with Pluto on my 
Somerville Media Center TV show Poet to Poet/
Writer to Writer.

Doug Holder: In your collection Benign Pro-
tection you seem to be a master of absence. The 
absence of your late parents as defined by their 
“things.”

Anne Pluto: This is sort of my homage to grief, 
with the death of my father and mother. I had 
all these things that came from their rent-con-
trolled Brooklyn apartment. I was writing po-
etry about my father, and when my mother was 
dying I wrote poetry about her too. The “things” 
from the apartment represented them. When 
I would go back to Brooklyn – I always stayed 
with friends who were close by to my parents' 
apartment. So I would walk to their street, but I 
would never go down it. I didn't want to see the 
building. Too painful. So I evoked my grief and 
my parents' stories in my work.

DH: Tell me about your parents.
AP: Well my father had a fascinating life and it 

was referenced in one of the poems in the collec-
tion. My parents were Russian but they lived in 
Poland. My father was separated from my mother 
because he was in the Polish Army during World 
War ll. He wound up as a prisoner in a Soviet 
camp. He also saw action in Egypt and Italy. Even-
tually he moved to Canada. And my mother was 
there. She had thought he was dead. Eventually 
they married in Toronto. After a waiting a year 
they came to America.

DH: I know that you are the director of the Ox-
ford St. Players, that is connected to Lesley Uni-
versity. How does your role as a poet mix with that 
of the theater.

AP: They dovetail. Theater is very group orien-
tated – you work with people. It is very intercon-
nected. Obviously as a professor and director I am 
in charge of many things. With poetry you pull-
back. You are with yourself. I need that time too.

DH: You studied at the University at Buffalo in 
the 70s. I was up there at that time too. I also know 
Mike Baskinski, the former curator of the small 
press collection there. What was the lit scene like 
when you were there?

AP: It was very friendly. It wasn't competitive like 
New York. I would say people were more interest-
ed in helping each other out. I had a lot of men-
tors. My first collection was published by a Buffalo 
press, White Pine. I studied with Robert Creeley 
and Irving Feldman. Creeley was very straight 
forward. He would get very annoyed if students 

didn't do their reading. I remember he would de-
liberately close this large literary tome and dismiss 
the whole class. I had the privilege to read with 
Creeley as well.

DH: You were also part of Shakespeare & Com-
pany directed by Tina Packer.

AP: Yes. I was always involved with theater. I did 
a lot of theater as a little girl in Brooklyn. There 
was a NYC Board of Education radio show at the 
time. I was in high school then. I would participate 
in these staged readings they would have. Working 
with Tina Packer was great, very challenging. I al-
ways wanted to be an actor but my parents wanted 
me to do something more practical.

DH: You were also involved in the small press 
scene in Allston, MA., a section of Boston.

AP: Yes. I had sent my work to a magazine called, 
Oak Square. Eventually I met the editor Philip 
Borenstein. I became involved with the lit mag. 
Eventually I became the Poetry Editor. Around 
this time Michael McInnis (a founder of the Nix-
es Mate Press) opened a bookstore in Allston. I 
lived right around the block from it. Allston had 
a lot of zines. It was a very do-it-yourself scene. It 
was married to the Punk Rock scene – that was 
very Allston-centric. Years later, Mike, Philip and I 
started Nixes Mate and the rest is history.

Lubbock Electric

Indiscriminate and irretrievable
the past splinter before us
like broken glass
there are times
when I am afraid to
move as if I will break
and break again your hands bind min
against all that we have lost
lone – together – and found
by chance
by luck
in the name of god
at a time when all roads
led to the middle west – we we
each other without searching
I treasure even the minute
the clocks that do not work
unwound – left fallow to gather
up the splendid dust of hours spent
alone – together – the sound
of your heart against mine
the lights of Lubbock electric
all alight with midnight

— Annie Pluto

Meg Smith is a writer, journalist, dancer and 
events producer. Her poetry has recently ap-
peared in Lyrical Somerville in The Somerville 
Times, The Cafe Review, Poetry Bay, The Hor-
ror Zine, Star*Line, Good Fat Poetry Zine, 
and more. Her poetry books Dear Deepest 
Ghost and This Scarlet Dancing are available 
on Amazon. She welcomes visits to megsmithwriter.net.

Persistence
of sea grass

Sing to me
from the
marshes
in the flash
of scarlet wings
black feathers
falling
for a heart
is not 
so undone
by a song
or the sinking
of a dark
meadow
beneath
the reeds

The blood orphan

Standing
in a sun
little more
than paper,
white and
white 
but not
enough
to banish
the slivering bones.
Who is this
phantom-child,
some rickets,
some vial
of cells
joining cells.
There is
no way forward.
She takes
nothing
but your
name.

— Meg Smith

Interview with professor, poet, 
director Anne Elezabeth Pluto

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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The winners of The Somerville Times Reader’s Choice results for

THE BEST OF SOMERVILLE 2018
Readers choices for 2018

Congratulations to the winners! Please support their businesses and let them know you saw them in The Somerville Times

Best Idea in 2018:
Bow Market

Worst Idea in 2018:
Announcing the closure
of the Ball Sq. Bridge for a year

Best Somerville Food & Restaurants:

Best Breakfast: Kelly's Diner, 674 Broadway

Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch: Ball Sq. Cafe, 708 Broadway

Best Italian Food: Mortadella Head, 20 College Ave.

Best Italian Specialty Store: Pepe Bocca, 414 Highland Ave.

Best Portuguese Restaurant: Neighborhood Restaurant, 25 Bow St.

Best Brazilian Restaurant: Oliveira's Steak House, 120 Washington St.

Best Chinese Food: China Delight, 524 Somerville Ave.

Best Mexican Food: Tu y Yo Mexican Restaurant, 858 Broadway

Best Variety and All Around Restaurant: Mount Vernon Restaurant,
                                                             14 Broadway

Best Seafood Restaurant: Pescatore, 158 Boston Ave.

Best Local Deli: Victor’s Deli, 710 Broadway

Best Irish Pub: Sally O’Brien’s, 335 Somerville Ave.

Best Hamburger: Boston Burger Company, 37 Davis Sq.

Best Roast Beef Sandwich: Mount Vernon Restaurant, 14 Broadway

Best Pizza: MidiCi, 463 Assembly Row

Best Chocolate: Taza Chocolate, 561 Windsor St.

Best Donuts: Union Square Donuts, 20 Bow St.

Best Donuts Outside of Somerville: Demet's Donuts, 199 Mystic Ave.
                                                       Medford

Best Bakery: Modelos Market Café, 501 Medford St.

Best Pies: Petsi Pies, 285 Beacon St.

Best Cheesecake: 7ATE9 Bakery, 199C Highland Ave.

Best Local Coffee Shop: Bloc Somerville, 11 Bow St.

Best Bar for Bands: Thunder Road, 379 Somerville Ave.

Best Bar/Entertainment: Lucky Strike, 325 Revolution Dr.

Best Brew: AERONAUT, 14 Tyler St.

Best Bar/Creative Drinks: The Painted Burro, 219 Elm St.

Best local Bar: Olde Magoun's Saloon, 518 Medford St.

Best of Somerville Services:

Best Doctor: Dr. Luis Henkel, Primary Care, MGH, 440 Foley St.

Best Medical Services: Mass General Primary Care Assembly Row,
                                  440 Foley St

Best Dentist: Dental Arts, Davis Sq.

Best Electrician: David Falcone

Best Plumber: Mario, T.J. Sillari, Inc., 99 Albion St.

Best Law Firm: Law Office of Sean O’Donovan, 741 Broadway

Best Attorney: Attorney Phil Privitera, 59 Union Sq.

Best Insurance Agency: Wedgewood-Crane & Connolly, 19 College Ave.

Best Bank: Winter Hill Bank, winterhillbank.com

Best Bank President: Sandra L. McGoldrick, Winter Hill Bank

Best Branch Manager: Lisa Ramos, Century Bank

Best Real Estate Company: The Norton Group, 699 Broadway

Best Real Estate Broker/Agent: Donald Norton, The Norton Group,
                                               699 Broadway

Best Real Estate Rental Agent: Clifton Verdieu, The Norton Group,
                                               699 Broadway

Best Florist: Wagner Floral Designs, 508 Somerville Ave.

Best Waiter/Waitress: Mount Vernon Waitstaff, 14 Broadway

Best Cook: Omar Djebbouri, Ball Sq Café, 708 Broadway

Best Convenient Store: 350 Market, 350 Broadway

Best Laundromat: Spin Cycle, 6 Main St.

Best Liquor Store: Winter Hill Liquor Mart, 313 Broadway

Best Barber: Paul McGlashing, Alibrandi’s Barber Shop, 194 Holland St.

Best Hair Salon: Amal Niccoli, 731 Broadway

Best Gas Station: Good Gas, 345 Medford St.

Best Mechanic: Edwin Sola, Good Gas, 345 Medford St.

Best Auto Body: A Plus Autobody,297 Medford St.

Best Handyman: Bill Faber, Main St.

Best Pest Exterminator: Best Pest Control Services, 63 Elm St.

Best Dry Cleaners: Mystic Cleaners and Tailors, 282 Broadway

Best of Somerville Municipal Services:

Best Somerville Department: Water Dept., 17 Franey Rd.

Best Somerville Official: Alderman Bill White

Best Somerville DPW /Supervisor: Rick Willette, Director of Operations

Best City Employee DPW: Tom Barry, DPW-Highway

Best City Employee City Hall/Annex: John Long, City Clerk

Best City Elected Politician: Katjana Ballantyne, Alderman, Ward 7
                                          and Board President

Best Teacher: Victoria Macrokanis,
                     West Somerville Neighborhood School

Best Nurse: Ann Moran, former Central Hospital nurse

Best Police Officer: Lieutenant James Polito, Somerville Police

Best Firefighter: Mike Avery, Somerville Fire

Best of Somerville Arts/Entertainment:

Best Somerville Poet: Doug Holder

Best Photographer: Claudia Ferro

Best Commentary Writer: William C. Shelton

Best Somerville Historian: Bob “Monty” Doherty

Best Somerville Non-Profit Agency: Little Sisters of the Poor,
                                                      186 Highland Ave.

Best Somerville Charity: Somerville Homeless Coalition, 1 Davis Square

Best Creative idea in 2018:

The Norton Group Real Estate joining Century 21 North East
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