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Somerville holds forum on hate crimes

Inside; . .
Urges importance of response and reporting

By Anna Schaeffer

Members of the Somerville community gath-
ered last Thursday evening to discuss the rising
occurrence of hate crimes in the city and state.
Representatives from religious groups, city de-

partments, legal nonprofits, the educational
system, and law enforcement answered ques-
tions from the public and provided information
about the city’s various methods for responding

to and mitigating the impact of hate crimes.

'Who says I'm In 2018-19, the Somerville Police department
dumb?’ responded to two hate crimes and nine hate in-
page 3 cidences. The distinction made by law enforce-

ment between hate crimes and incidences is
largely determined by the severity of the occur-
rences. Acts of prejudice that do not include vi-

olence, threats or property damage are deemed

hate incidences.

Among those joining the hate crimes panel were (L to R) David Fallon Somerville Chief of Police, Mary
Skipper, Superintendent of Somerville Schools and Irma Flores, Community Engagement Specialist with

In September of 2018 a clerk at Verizon

Wireless was harassed by a ~ Continued on page 4

the Somerville Department of Immigrant Affairs. — Photo by Anna Schaeffer

'Giving@First' theater festival
produces plays in one day

By Shira Laucharoen

Residents' holiday
traditions Mack Carroll would be writing the play in one
page 5 night. He said he would most likely be con-
sidering several different outlines and test out

genres such as science fiction and fantasy. The

play would probably use a prop, a silver hand
mirror, as a focal point to build a story around.
“I'm ready to stay up all night,” said Carroll.“I'm
looking forward to it.”

These were Carroll’s ideas at the onset of the
opening planning meeting for community the-
ater organization Theatre@Firsts festival in
one day, Giving@First. During the festival, writ-
ers, directors, and actors would produce and

rehearse seven original ten-minute plays in the

span of 24 hours, culminating in a performance

on January 11.

A warm day out
in winter

Carroll was one of nine playwrights partici-
pating in the show, which was led by festival di-
rector Mike Haddad. Proceeds from the pro-
duction went to ALS One,

page 13 _—

The play Interview with a Gorgon by Greg Lam, was performed at the Giving@First theater festival on
January 11. — Photo by Shira Laucharoen

Green & Yellow Cab

Serving Somerville & Surrounding Areas!

Continued on page 14
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Winter Special

Looking to increase business
over the winter season?

Run your ad with The Somerville Times.
We are now running a 6-week advertisement
Winter Special. For more details email:

ads@thesomervilletimes.com
or phone: 617-666-4010

617-628-0600

T.J.SILLARI

Proud to be a Somerville resident

617-625-5000

Logan reservations our specialty - Call 3 days in advance to book your trip.

INC.

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

24 hour GPS automated
dispatching system

We'll get you home safely.
Please don’t drink and drive.

Over 50 Years
Experience
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

The annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration event will
take place Monday, January 20, at the East Somerville Com-
munity School. Festivities for this free family event will be-
gin at 10:00 a.m. The celebration will be emceed by Marcus
Santos and will feature musical performances by El Sistema
Somerville and the Somerville High School World Per-
cussion Ensemble, as well as readings by student essayists. A
keynote address will be given by Aba Taylor, a social justice
educator, facilitator and organizer. Following the speaking pro-
gram, the Beautiful Stuff Project will facilitate the creation
of a community mosaic. This year the Somerville Human
Rights Commission will hold a drive during the event, to ben-
efit Project SOUP. Attendees are invited to bring toiletries
such as shampoo, toilet paper and soap. The event is organized
in cooperation with the City of Somerville’s Health and Hu-
man Services Department, Somerville Public Schools, and
the Somerville Human Rights Commission.
AAXXXXXX AR ARk

Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday
to Katie McDaid, a great person. When you see her out there
working stop and say "Hi" and wish her a happy birthday. Hap-
py birthday Katie. Happy birthday to a wonderful lady, retired
high school teacher Marion Joyce. She was a great teacher.
Happy birthday to Bill Rogers of Winter Hill, a nice guy and
we wish him the very best of birthdays. Happy birthday to one
of the hardest workers down at the City Club, Don Johnson.
To our good friend, James Ribeiro, we wish him a great birth-
day. Big time happy birthday to Julie Tarpey DiPasquale,
who has given many years of service to our community and
did it with pride, just like anyone from Somerville would.
Happy birthday Julie! Happy birthday to one who grew up
here, joined the service and now lives in Texas, Phil Forsyth,
a nice guy. He has high standards and his service is well re-
ceived back here at home. Happy birthday to Donna Desres-
cente. We wish her her the very best. Big time birthday greet-
ings to our good friend Ken Kotch, a great  Continued on page 11
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Climate change and artificial turf not a good
mix
Lumina Gershfield Cordova says:

110% Renee! This letter will be referred to years from now as a clarion call and we will regret it if
it is not heeded.

Thank you for your courage and voice.

Brendan Shea says:

Well said. Heat and flooding are issue we need to deal with proactively!

Villenous says:

Anyone who's raised kids in this city knows we are drastically short of playing fields. Adults (like
me) use them too. We simply don't have enough field space to make them grass like we were some
sprawling suburb. They'll turn into mud pits. Conway has to have turf fields or it won't have usable

fields. There is no serious argument to the contrary.

Jim says:

I've got a deal for you Renee, go play a sport on the hardpack of Foss Park and tell me thats better
than Turf.

The reality of our field situation is that our fields are so overused that grass turns to a muddy hard-
pack mess very quickly. The field at Argenziano is already going to hell b/c its used so much. Turf
fields mean we can play after a rainstorm. I've never had a kid get injured on turf, but have had
twisted ankles and worse at the Nunziato field. Our kids deserve the opportunity to play sports
and turf is the best way to maximize access to playing fields.

In addition to the kids, there are adult leagues and informal pick up games happening on our
fields. They are always in use.

We've played on the turf on 90 degree days and its fine. Its not like 80s turf that radiates heat.
Modern turf, is much, much better.

If you are worried about heat, advocate for green roofs

Alex says:

Somerville youth sports organizations and high school teams are in desperate need of a sports
complex similar to what neighboring towns provide for their communities. The health impact of
modern turf fields dramatically exaggerated here. Let’s focus on solar panels, green roofs, planting

trees and improving public transportation and let the kids play!

Chris Dwan says:

Great work, Renee, couldn't agree more. A few additional thoughts:

Whether grass or turf, these fields will mostly not be available for informal use. They're fenced,
locked, and available only for paid/subscription use.

Whether grass or turf, the fields will still be unusable when it's raining, snowing, or when tem-
peratures are extreme, Covered, climate controlled facilities are the sensible way to make efficient
use of our limited real estate.

Whether grass or turf, we will still need to pay maintenance costs. Its pretty well documented
(https://www.fieldfundinc.org/annual-costs) that the total cost of ownership for a turf field is
higher than that for a well maintained, high durability grass field.

Whether grass or turf, we should check the numbers on playable hours. The city’s presentation
about Conway park included some numbers that, at a glance, are questionable at best.

At the very least, we should all agree that replacing a publicly accessible grass space with a fenced
and locked plastic / rubber one amounts to -removing- green space from the city. Given our chal-

lenges making progress on the green and open space goals, this seems questionable at best.

LW says:

Please see how Burlington has adopted more stringent standards for protecting players on artifi-
cial during high heat and humidity. So clearly concern for heat stroke is an issue, especially with
ambient temperatures going up over time:
https://www.burlingtonpublicschools.org/district/district-policies/utilizing-artificial-turf

I'm concerned about my kids playing on hot turf. Even more concerned about climate change and
replacing relatively cool, living grass (with a whole ecosystem beneath it) for hot plastic with all
kinds of chemicals in it (and turf kills the entire ecosystem beneath it, takes years to renew).
And then in a few years that giant swath of plastic needs costly disposal — into our filling landfills
— and then replacement with another one!

I'd rather see the City upkeep their grass.

Log onto TheSomerville Times.com to leave your own comments
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Life in the JMEN b

The Spirit of America

y Jimmy Del Ponte

I was extremely
fortunate to land a
primo job at Kiss
108 FM in 1987.

My friends were all

very impressed and
thrilled that I was
actually on the number one morning ra-

dio show every day.

My dad, who was born in Somerville in
1920, was happy I landed the job because
I was always bringing him free hats, jack-
ets and food!

Besides the bump in pay I got from play-
ing in bands in nightclubs and bars and

THE UHF GAMBLE:
IS IT PAYING OFF ?

Sos page 4
Local Programs Dec. 11-17

e

15¢

‘*”*ﬂm‘f&_ - 4

ENROLL FOR SPRING

'Who says I'm dumb?’

painting houses, the perks were many. For
me, meeting famous actors, singers and
sports figures was the thrill of a lifetime.
That was the best part for me.

I met people like Bobby Orr, Hank
Aaron, Yogi Berra, Johnny Mathis, Al-
ice Cooper, Michael J. Fox, Rod Stewart,
Olivia Newton John, Cam Neely, my pal
Lyndon Byers, Gene Simmons, Barry
Manilow, Buffalo Bob Smith, Richard
Simmons, Captain Kangaroo and Chuck
Norris, to name a few.

One of my favorite photos is me with
Jack Klugman and Tony Randall of The
Odd Couple. Another favorite is me and
Al Lewis (aka Grandpa Munster), who I
did several live shows with. I was always
star struck!

Yesterday I got a notice on my Facebook
page that it was Larry Storch’s birthday.
On February 8 Larry turned 97 years
old. He was best known for playing the
lovable Cpl. Randolph Agarn in the 60’s
sitcom F Troop. He starred on that show
with the late Forest Tucker, Ken Berry
and, of course, Melody Patterson as the
feisty Wrangler Jane.

My dad loved that show and we would
watch it together. Cpl. Agarn was his fa-
vorite character. When Larry Storch ap-
peared on The Matty Show around 1988 1
was psyched. He was friendly and funny
and willing to pose for many photos with
staff members of Kiss 108.

CLASSES NOW!

CLASSES START

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020

VISIT

www.rcc.mass.edu/spring20

STOP BY

One-Stop Open Enroliment
(open January 6 - January 22)

CALL
857-701-1200

JUR FL

-y B

www.rcc.mass.edu

Back then we relied on actual cameras
to capture special moments. Cell phones
were still not an item that everyone
had like they are today. When someone
snapped a photo, we had to wait a few
days to see if that picture actually came
out. I posed for a photo with Larry and,
thankfully, a week later I received that

T.*q_hmuhl_“u- :

special shot. I now had a great photo of
me and one of my favorite childhood TV

stars, but the following memory is even

more special.

As 1 said, my dad loved the character
of Cpl. Agarn that Larry Storch made so
lovable and unforgettable. One of Cpl.

Agarns’ most popular

Continued on page 7
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Impatient motorist moves the obstacle himself

Police officers were dispatched
to the corner of Dimick St. and
Waldo Ave. last Saturday morn-
ing on reports of a dispute.

Upon arrival, officers met with
delivery workers for a furniture
store who said that they had a
furniture delivery on Dimick St.,
a two-way street which has cars
parked on both sides of the street.

Due to the vehicles parked
on both sides of the street, the
driver was forced to park in the
middle of the street. The driver
stated that it was a small delivery
order and that they would have
been finished quickly.

During the delivery, a man
identified by police as Eddy Ri-
vera, of Cambridge, was blow-
ing his car horn in an aggressive
manner towards the delivery
workers, according to reports.

Rivera reportedly shouted foul
language at the workers, de-
manded that they move out of
his way. The driver said he told
Rivera that he had one last thing
inside the truck to deliver and
that he would move the truck
right away.

Rivera reportedly continued
shouting at the workers and in-
sisting that they move. Rivera

apparently had the option to
drive around the block to get
to his destination, but chose in-
stead to wait behind the truck.
Words were exchanged between
all parties as the delivery work-
ers continued to move the item
inside the apartment.

While they were moving the
delivery item inside the apart-
ment, Rivera reportedly got out
of his vehicle and opened the
driver's side door of the furni-
ture truck without the employ-
ees' permission.

According to reports, Rivera
then entered the driver's seat

of the delivery truck and ag-
gressively drove the truck on to
Marion St. with no regard for
innocent bystanders. One of the
delivery workers was able to cap-
ture the entire event on video.

After he moved the delivery
truck, Rivera reportedly fled the
scene in his own motor vehicle,

As police officers took the de-
livery workers' statements, Rive-
ra reportedly drove back to the
location, jumped out of his mo-
tor vehicle and started making
threats towards the workers.

An officer asked Rivera to get

back into his vehicle. and in-

formed him that he would speak
with him after he finished inter-
viewing the delivery workers.

Rivera reportedly ignored my
orders and continued yelling.
Residents in the area heard the
commotion and came outside to
see what was going on.

With all efforts to defuse the
situation exhausted, Rivera was
placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the Police Station for
booking on charges of threat to
commit a crime, misdemeanor
breaking and entering, disor-
derly conduct, and use of a mo-
tor vehicle without authority.

| Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Leave a message on our tip hotline answering machine — All calls are confidential

Arrests:

Lakeitha Haygood, of 224
Georgetown Dr., Hyde Park,
January 5, 9:25 p.m., arrested
at Assembly Row on a charge

of receiving a stolen motor

Terina Smith, of 330 Bow-
doin St., Dorchester, January
7, 6:22 p.m., arrested at Canal
St. on charges of possession of
a class B drug and removal of

theft prevention device, and on

lifting by asportation, larceny
from a person, utter false pre-
scription, utter false check, and
larceny over $1200 by single
scheme.

Colbert Clarke, January 8,

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

battery on ambulance person-
nel and disorderly conduct.
Vilson Vidoto, of 33 Glen
Ct., Lynn, January 10, 12:47
a.m., arrested at Assembly Row

on charges of resisting arrest

pect St., Cambridge, Janu-
ary 11, 11:27 a.m., arrested
at Dimick St. on charges of
threat to commit a crime, mis-
demeanor breaking and enter-

ing, disorderly conduct, and

Text A Tip

Text a Tip to the SPD from anywherel!

Somerville holds forum on hate crimes

* Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply text the phone number “TIP411" ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” at
the beginning of your text message. If your message requires an emergency

response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

CONT. FROM PG 1

vehidle, warrant charges of removal of 3:44 p.m., arrested at Broad- and disorderly conduct. use of a motor vehicle without
theft prevention device, shop- way on charges of assault and ~ Eddy Rivera, of 316 Pros- authority.
® 100% completely anonymous ¢ Easy and secure Powered by:

Somerville man who shouted
threats and slurs at him. In
2019, two men were attacked
with bottles outside of an es-
tablishment in Somerville and
told to speak English in this
country.

The true number of hate crimes
occurring city and statewide is
likely much higher, however, due
to the fact that most incidenc-
es go unreported. “We task our
officers with investigating every
hate crime to the fullest extent
and are committed to a holistic
approach that cares for victims
as well,” Chief of Police David
Fallon stated.

Mary Skipper, Superintendent
of Somerville Public schools, re-
marked on the alarming uptick
in hate incidents, crimes, and
speech in schools. In 2019, there
were ten hate incidents that oc-
curred within Somerville school
limits. Such incidences were pri-
marily anti-Semitic in their na-
ture, including vandalism, usage

of epithets, and threats.

Incidents targeting racial and
sexual orientation groups are
also common in Somerville
public schools. Skipper urged
the importance of commu-
nity response and reporting
all hate incidents and the im-
portant role that schools have
in “building a healthy and safe
community for everyone.” She
posits that students are largely
reacting to messages they are
receiving from the media, on-
line and what they are seeing
and hearing at home.

Fostering a community that
is prepared to respond to hate
incidents was a noted message
from all of the panelists gathered
at the hate crime forum. Irma
Flores, community engagement
specialist at Somerville's Office
of Immigrant Affairs, said that
her more personal dealings with
immigrant individuals in the city
gave her a closer perspective on
the true number of hate crimes

that occur in Somerville. Flores,
an immigrant from EI Salvador
herself, states that documenta-
tion status, fear of police, fear of
retaliation and the lengthy legal
process were primary deterrents
to Somerville residents report-
ing hate crimes.

Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz of the
Temple Bnai Brith discussed
the rise in anti-Semitic crimes
city and statewide, noting the
psychological effect that such
events have on the entire com-
munity. “The reality of being
Jewish in the United States has
been shifting in the past year or
so. We're definitely dealing with
a rise in anti-Semitic messages
from crimes to propaganda on
the internet and in certain me-
dia. I don't have any answers.
We're learning how to deal with
this on the go.”

For victims of hate crimes,
however, there are paths in the
community that can be taken to
mitigate and respond to them.

Also on the hate crimes panel were (L to R) Barbara Dougan Esq. from the Council
on American-Islamic Relations, Massachusetts (CAIR-MA), Rabbi Eliana Jaco-
bowitz of Temple B'nai Brith and Janelle Dempsey Esq. from Lawyers for Civil

Rights Boston.

Janelle Dempsey Esq. with
Lawyers for Civil Rights says
that they provide community
members with legal assistance
and as well as education, voting
rights and "know your rights
trainings.” A special hotline at
800-994-3228 offers a more
accessible route to reporting for
those deterred by immediate

— Photo by Anna Schaeffer

police involvement.

Barbara Dougan with Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Rela-
tions, Massachusetts suggested
Active Bystander training by
Quabbin Mediation as an im-
portant resource for any person
looking to be more prepared to
respond to hate crimes in their
community.
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Somerville Heroes by Stephanie Hirsch

Residents’ holiday traditions
tell stories and brighten city

Thank you this month to residents who
helped make the holiday season magical.
Some invented or carried on traditions,
and some shared stories through differ-
ent types of holiday displays. Thanks
are also due to those people who had to
work extra hard this season while many
of us took breaks.

Here are a few signs of the season from
around town...

Home decorations ranged from the sim-

ple bow on a fence or string of lights on
a bicycle on Berkeley, to homes like this
one on Church Street, which was lit up
on every corner.

On Willow Ave, residents Teresa Mc-

Gowan and Rob Auffrey incorporat-
ed a chicken coop to display a nativity
theme. The scene, which they call the
"Three Wise Hens Nestivity" got its
start like this...

"We try to do something different for

Christmas decorations,’” Rob said. "One
year, our lighted bike became a stop on
the Illuminations Tour." This year, Teresa
wanted the theme to be chickens, because
she keeps hens in their backyard. Noth-
ing came to mind until Teresa started
decorating their house, and Rob suddenly
thought of using an old chicken coop and
decorating it likewise.

During the decorating they real-
ized that the inspiration was actually
to create a Nativity scene in the coop,
and the chickens Rob had envisioned
in the yard should represent the three

MOUNT VERNON

RESTAURANT

14 Broadway, Somerville MA

617-666-3830

A tradition of fine

foods since 1935

wise men. With the addition of plush
stuffed toy chickens, and findings from
Michael's in Porter Square, the Nestiv-
ity was complete!

Neighbors and passersby have been
enjoying the display since its arrival.
The photo above is from neighbor (and
local extraordinaire)

photographer

Jeanine Farley.

On Kidder Ave., the home of Todd Ka-
plan and Rivkah Lapidus has a display
that Todd explains “retells the story of the
Maccabees' resistance to Greek rule and
the Greeks' attempts to wipe out any re-

ligious observance, which is the heart of
the story of Hanukkah.”

And finally, in the Spring Hill neigh-

borhood, each year at the holidays, the
Houghton family continues a meaning-
ful family tradition. They decorate the
dedication at Colonel Charles Hough-
ton Square with a Christmas Tree and
lights. Colonel Houghton, and his wife
Agnes who had immigrated from Bel-
fast, were the patriarch and matriarch
of a large group of Somerville residents
and their families. The Houghton kids
and their own families have been im-
portant contributors to our commu-
nity in different ways. The children of
Charles and Agnes include Maureen
Foster, Sheila Tracy, and Kathleen,
Charles, Brenda, Mary, and the late
Rita Houghton, who was a long-time
Somerville Schools teacher.

Kathleen Houghton, who just retired
after 40 years of working on disability
recreation with the District and City,
shared the story. She and her siblings
grew up with her parents near Houghton
Square on Spring Street, and Kathleen
still lives there today with two sisters.
Their large family decorates the me-
morial for important family events, like
weddings and baptisms. “After a family

wedding," Kathleen Continued on page 20

RN Setving Lunch and
Dinner 7 days a week

11:30am -10:00pm
Keno in the Pub

'Best Sunday Brunch in the city
& Served 9:30am 313 99

- 2:30pm s o
with this ad

35 00 Lunch or
| o dinner with
OF the purchase

of two entrees!
*expires 1/31/20

G

Coupon valid with a minimum purchase of $25.00.
*not valid on holidays

not valid with any other offers discounts or coupons

City of Somerville
Announcing New Enhanced
Online Bill Pay Services

The City of Somerville's Online Bill Pay Services will look a little dif-
ferent the next time you use the “Pay a Bill” link at Somervillema.gov.
The new system offers added enhancements and new features that will
make paying and viewing your tax and utility bills online with City of
Somerville more convenient and helpful.

Online features include e-billing, single shopping cart for multiple bill
types, as well as giving our customers the ability to view and print orig-
inal bill copies for this current or past fiscal year. Customers may regis-
ter to receive an email notification of their bill, and it would take effect
with their next billing cycle.

This initiative is part of City of Somerville’s vision to make Somerville
a 21st century city by utilizing state-of-the-art software solutions that
are secure, eflicient and cost-effective.

The new vendor is City Hall Systems, and taxpayers will have access
to their top-notch customer service team should they have any online
payment questions or wish to make a payment by phone.

City Hall Systems customer service can be reach by phone at 508-
381-5455, by email at ePay@CityHallSystems.com or by multilin-
gual online chat.
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January 6-10, 2020 -

Copyright © 2020 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All nghts Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. There were no roll

calls in the House or Senate last week.

This week Beacon Hill Roll Call reports on some of the
bills that were approved by the Legislature and signed
into law by Gov. Chatlie Baker in the 2019 sessions.

Of the more than 6,000 bills that have been filed for
consideration, only 148 have been approved and signed
by the governor. And only 25 of those were bills that af-
fect the entire state while the vast majority were either
sick leave banks, local landtaking measures or other lo-
cal-related measures applying to just one city or town.

Sick leave banks allow public employees to voluntari-
ly donate sick, personal or vacation days to a sick leave
bank for use by a fellow worker so he or she can get paid
while on medical leave. Landtakings are local land mea-
sures that usually only affect one city or town.

Here are five of the 25 important, statewide-related bills
signed into law:

BAN CONVERSION THERAPY FOR ANYONE
UNDER 18 (H 140)

House 148-8, Senate 34-0, approved and on April 8
Gov. Baker signed into law a bill that would prohibit
psychiatrists, psychologists and other health care pro-
viders from attempting to change the sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender expression of anyone under
18. Conversion therapy exposes the person to a stimu-
lus while simultaneously subjecting him or her to some
form of discomfort. The therapy is primarily used to try
to convert gays and lesbians to be straight.

(A“Yes” vote is for the bill. A“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ALLOW UNIONS TO CHARGE NON-UNION
MEMBERS FOR SOME COSTS (H 3854)

House 154-1, Senate 39-1, on September 19th, over-
rode Gov. Baker’s veto of a bill that would allow unions
to charge non-members for the cost of some services and
representation. The measure would also give unions sev-
eral new rights including access to state workers' person-
al contact information with their home addresses, home
and cell phone numbers and personal e-mail addresses.

The bill was filed as a response to a 2018 U.S. Supreme
Court ruling in the Janus v. American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees case that pub-
lic employees cannot be forced to pay fees or dues to a
union to which he or she does not belong. Freedom of
speech advocates hailed the decision while labor advo-

cates said it was an unjust attack on unions.

(A "Yes" vote is for the bill. A "No" vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

REPEAL CAP ON WELFARE BENEFITS FOR
KIDS (S 2186)

House 155-1, Senate 37-3, on April 25 overrode Gov.
Baker’s veto of a bill that repeals the current law that
denies an additional $100 in welfare benefits to chil-

dren conceived while—or soon after—the family began
receiving welfare benefits, or if they had received fami-
ly welfare benefits in the past. The law was adopted in
1995 as part of a welfare reform package that was aimed
at discouraging families already receiving public support
from having more children.

(A “Yes” vote is for repealing the cap. A “No” vote is
against repealing it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

COLLEGE CLOSURE (H 4099)

House 158-0, Senate 37-0. approved and on November
14 the governor signed into law legislation that would re-
quire colleges and universities to post financial informa-
tion online in a publicly accessible fashion, undergo reg-
ular budgetary screening and alert state officials if they
face imminent closure. The possible closure information
would remain private to allow struggling institutions to
recoup without alarming the public. The measure also
requires board members at every college and university
to undergo regular fiduciary and accreditation training.

If the board determines that a school does in fact face
closure, the school would be required to create a con-
tingency plan with details outlining how students can
complete their programs, how their records would be
maintained and how deposits would be refunded.

The board would impose a fine of up to $1,000 per day
if it determines that an institution has failed to comply
with this new law. The board would also have the power
to suspend state funding to the institution or revoke de-
gree-granting authority.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Denise Provost Didn't Vote
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

BAN FLAVORED VAPING AND TOBACCO
PRODUCTS (H 4196)

House 119-33, Senate 32-6, and on November 22 Gov.
Baker signed into law a bill that would ban the sale of
flavored vaping and tobacco products—including mint
and menthol cigarettes—and impose a 75 percent excise
tax on e-cigarettes. Businesses that don't comply with
the bill's provisions could have their Lottery licenses
temporarily suspended.

The bill also requires commercial health insurers and
MassHealth to cover the costs of smoking cessation pro-
grams and nicotine replacement therapy. Another pro-
vision raises the penalties on retailers for illegal tobacco
sales.

(A“Yes” vote is for the bill. A“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL - FIVE BILLS
THAT HAVE BEEN STUCK IN COMMITTEE
FOR MONTHS:

DEBT-FREE PUBLIC COLLEGES (H 1221) - The
Higher Education Committee has not acted on a bill
that would give free college tuition including mandatory
fees to Massachusetts residents who have a high school
diploma or equivalent; have been admitted or are already
enrolled in a public college or university or at certificate,
vocational or training programs at a public institution;
and maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0. A hear-
ing on the proposal was held on April 30.

DEFAULT ON STUDENT LOANS (S 737) — No
action has been taken by the Judiciary Committee on
a bill that would repeal a current law passed in 1990,
which created professional licensure consequences for
anyone who defaults on their student loan. Under ex-
isting law, the Massachusetts Educational Financing
Authority and the American Student Assistance can
request that a borrower’s state-issued professional or oc-
cupational certificate, registration or license be suspend-
ed, revoked or canceled for default on educational loans

made or administered by either group. A hearing on the
bill was held on May 13.

PROHIBIT PUBLISHING OF NAMES OF VET-
ERANS WHO OWE TAXES (H 3224) — On May
16, the Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs held
a hearing on a bill that would prohibit cities and towns
from publishing the name of a veteran who owes the
municipality taxes. Instead, the veterans’ service officer
(VSO) of the city or town would contact the veteran
privately and provide him or her with information re-
garding their overdue tax situation. Many cities and
towns publish the names of their taxpayers who owe the
municipality back taxes. The committee has not acted

on the bill.

PAY FINE FOR NOT VOTING (H 653) — The
Elections Laws Committee held a June 20 hearing on a
measure that would require eligible voters to cast a ballot
in any November General Election or face a fine of $15
that would be added to the non-voter’s state tax liability
for each election missed. The proposal also clarifies that
the voter does not have to actually vote for anyone and is
allowed to leave the ballot blank.

KOSHERFOOD (H 196) —The Consumer Protection
and Professional Licensure Committee recommended
passage of legislation requiring any food establishments
that have had their kosher certification revoked to post a
sign on the front door or window stating, “Kosher Certi-
fication Revoked.” The bill has been stuck in the House
Ways and Means Committee since May 15.

Sponsor Rep. Ruth Balser (D-Newton) said she filed
the bill because it was brought to her attention that a
kosher grocery store in her district had lost its kosher
certification but did not remove the kosher sign from its
storefront,

QUOTABLE QUOTES - Massachusetts casinos in
2018. By the numbers.

9,000. — The number of Massachusetts residents employed
in casinos.

$385 million. — Wages paid to Bay Staters employed in
casinos.

$2.6 billion. — The cost to build the Encore Boston Harbor
Casino in Everett.

$1.2 billion. — Total spent on Massachusetts businesses by
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continued from page 6

the casino industry.

$109.45 million — The total in state taxes and assess-
ments the state earned from casinos.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION?
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the

end of an annual session.

During the week of January 6-10, the House met for a
total of one hour and ten minutes while the Senate met

for a total of three hours and 16 minutes.

House 11:01 a.m. to 11:13 a.m.
Senate 11:12 a.m. to 11:16 a.m.

Mon. January 6

No House session

Tues. January 7
No Senate session

No House session

Wed. January 8

No Senate session

Thurs. January 9 House 11:02 a.m. to 12:01 p.m.

Senate 11:13 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.

Fri. January 10 No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconbhillrollcall.com

'Who Says I'm dumb?'  conr rromres

SUBSCRIBE TO MASSTERLIST - IT'S FREE!

Join more than 17,000 other people from mov-
ers and shakers to political junkies and interested
citizens who start their morning with a copy of

MASSterList!

MASSterList is a daily ensemble of news and com-
mentary about the Legislature, Politics, Media and Ju-
diciary of Massachusetts drawn from major news or-
ganizations as well as specialized publications selected
by widely acclaimed and highly experienced editor Jay
Fitzgerald. Jay introduces each article in his own clever

and never-boring, inimitable way.

Go to: www.massterlist.com/subscribe Type in your
e-mail address and in 15 seconds you will be signed

up for a free subscription. With no strings attached.

phrases was, “Who says I'm dumb?” So
after Larry was done with the interview
and posing for photos I got an idea. Re-
membering how much my dad liked F
Troop 1 asked Larry if he could do me a
quick favor. He said, "Sure!" I called up
my dad, (on a land line!) and put Larry
on the phone. Larry said, “Fred? Who says
I'm dumb?” My dad was absolutely blown
away! He chatted with Larry for about 5

Sellers
Interested in a FREE Market Analysis?
Call or email us Today!

minutes like they were old friends. It was a
memory my dad talked about for years and
it remains one of my fondest memories.
Relying on Kodak Instamatic cameras
and even Polaroids back in the day had
its faults. An intern at Kiss 108 snapped
a photo of me and Bobby Orr. He was
holding a cassette of a song I wrote for
him that had been played on the radio

eatlier in the morning, It deeply affected

CENTURY 21 NORTON GROUP RE

NORTH EAST

Bobby and he even gave me some rare au-
tographed photos. Unfortunately, there
was no film in the camera. I wanted to
give that intern a good slap shot!

But, thankfully, I have many photos of
celebrities that DID come out. Of all the
20 plus years I was on the radio my biggest
thrill was meeting famous people. Some
were aloof and stand offish, like Barry
Manilow and Rod Stewart, but most were

friendly and very accommodating.

Larry Storch turned 97 years old last
week and my dad would have been 100
in October. For me, it's a memory I'll
always cherish.

Someday I'll do a story about a couple
of my friends from Somerville who have
been very successful in show biz and still
are. I know that one of them is reading
this story now ... hopefully!

Home Buyers

For your home buying process contact us today!
Inquire about how to receive a FREE Home Warranty

Call or email is Today!

Courtesy of The Norton Group Real Estate | 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA | www.nortongroupre.com | Phone: 617-623-6600 | Email: nortongrouprealestate@gmail.com

Recent Single Family Homes Sold in Somerville Over the Past Month:

MLS# Address Description DOM
72583929 11 Ellsworth Street 7 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath 17
72589469 74 Derby Street 8 room 5 bed, 1f 1h bath 1
72574391 19 Putnam Street 7 room, 3 bed, 2f bath 26
72578855 42 Berkeley 6 room, 3 bed, 2f bath 14
72563072 24 Campbell Park 8 room, 4 bed, 1f bath 47

Recent Condominiums Sold in Somerville Over the Past Month:

MLS# Address Description DOM
72583828 25 Perry StU:25 6 room, 3 bed, 2f bath 6
72580828 24 Newbury StU:24 5 room, 2 bed, 2f bath 38
72561816 20 Lincoln Street U:1 6 room, 4 bed, 3f bath 93
72514729 229 Cedar Street U:B 6 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath m
72578158 75 Rush St U:3 8 room, 3 bed, 3f 1h bath 18
72570161 105 Willow Ave U:2 Square 7 room, 4 bed, 2f bath 24
72514727 15 Murdock Street U:A 6 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath 20
72586332 593 Somerville Ave U:2 5 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath 17

Recent Multi-Family Homes Sold in Somerville Over the Past Month:

MLS# Address Description DOM
72561965 56 Fairfax St 2 unit, 11 total rooms, 5 total bedrooms 56
72601824 3 Hamilton Rd 2 unit, 11 total rooms, 5 total bedrooms 17
72573243 40 Otis St 2 unit, 11 total rooms, 6 total bedrooms 30
72567039 193 Boston Ave 2 unit, 11 total rooms, 5 total bedrooms 39
72561890 75 Walnut St 2 unit, 14 total rooms, 6 total bedrooms 214
72562453 34 Line St 2 unit, 12 total rooms, 6 total bedrooms 44
72477061 14 Carlton Street 2 unit, 14 total rooms, 6 total bedrooms 92

List Price Sale Price
$550,000 $530,000
$699,000 $690,000
$850,000 $825,000
$870,000 $905,000
$999,900 $900,000
List Price Sale Price
$839,000 $903,000
$849,900 $800,000
$859,000 $832,000
$895,000 $890,000
$899,995 $900,000
$925,000 $910,000
$930,000 $930,000
$940,000 $905,000
List Price Sale Price
$749,900 $694,000
$750,000 $750,000
$759,900 $760,000
$879,000 $853,800
$999,900 $970,000
$1,195,000 $1,150,000
$1,250,000 $1,130,000

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/thesomervilletimes
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'Stand OUT for Paras' at School Committee Meeting

Somerville Teachers Association (STA) and community members turned up, wearing red, at the latest Somerville School Committee Meeting at City Hall on Monday,

January 13, speaking on behalf of paraprofessionals in advance of the next negotiation session. The STA and supporters met at the corner of Highland Ave. and School

St. for a pre-meeting gathering. According to the participating activists, paraprofessionals currently make between $20,000 — $25,000 a year, which they feel is not enough
to live on. Many of those who are advocate for better wages for the city’s many paraprofessionals addressed the Committee and expressed their concerns on the issue. The
contract negotiations are ongoing.

Dorothy/s Comer

The Burren

Serving the Davis Square area since
1996, The Burren is a wonderful ven-
ue to meet up with family and friends
and enjoy the authentic Irish pub ex-
perience. They feature live entertain-
ment seven nights a week, and offer up
great food and the most proper pint of
Guinness you can find in the square.

The menu consists of the more tra-
ditional fares like Guinness beef stew,
shepherd's pie, and fish and chips. But
they also have a great selection of veg-
etarian, vegan and gluten free options
to choose from like the black bean
burger, Portobello mushroom burger,
salads and a good number of other
items that can be found here: hteps://
www.burren.com/index.html.

Let’s not forget the weekend brunch,
where you can experience the tradi-
tional full Irish breakfast consisting
of an Irish rasher, aka bacon, 2 sau-
sages, black and white pudding, two
eggs, grilled tomato, baked beans, and

brown bread. You can also choose

from a list of multiple Benedict’s, om-
elets, French toast, and a variety of
vegetarian choices to suit your needs.

On a recent trip to lunch, we or-
dered the shepherd's pie. It was full
of vegetables and ground meat in an
herbaceous gravy covered with dec-
orative and lightly browned mashed
potatoes. The spicy black bean burger
topped with a mango salsa, lettuce, to-
mato, and onion was full of flavor and
texture. A perfect alternative for even
a true carnivore!

I almost forgot, don't skip the fries.
Crispy on the outside, soft and creamy
on the inside. The clam chowder was
flavorful, full of clams and potatoes in
a creamy, light thickened broth.

A wonderful place to enjoy great
food, Irish music, fantastic service,
traditional Irish pub ambiance, and
the perfect pint, all without having to
purchase a plane ticket to Ireland.

You can also follow them on Twit-
ter, Facebook, and Instagram. You
can reserve a table on Open Table
through their website or from the

Open Table App.

The Burren

247 Elm Street
Somerville, MA 02144
(617)776-6896

M-Thu 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Fri11:30 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.

Sat & Sun 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.
Lunch — Appetizers, Sandwiches, En-
tree’s $4.95 - $11.95

Dinner — Appetizers, Sandwiches,
Entree’s $4.95 - $23.95

Brunch — $7.95 - $12.95

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/thesomervilletimes
and follow us on Twitter at @somervilletimes
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Ferrari

15 years in business
Call 781.608.5008
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To find out what the value of your home is call today for a free market analysis: 617-623-6600 - 699 Broadway, Somerville
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Clifton John Denise Ida

Veridieu U Ppratti Coshy Fasano

12 years in business - 8 years in business 14 years in business 32 years in business
diftonhomes@gmail.com A johngpratti@yahoo.com denise_coshy@yahoo.com g . idafasano11@gmail.com

Experience Counts when buying or selling your home!

Buyer and Seller Agents:

¥

State Representative Denise Provost
announces she will not seek re-election in 2020

State Representative Denise Provost
announced on January 12, that she will
not seek re-election to the Massachusetts
House of Representatives in November
2020. “This week sees the start of what
will be my 15th state budget cycle. I have
given my utmost to representing the peo-
ple of Somerville for many years now, and
it has been an honor to do so. Now, it’s
time for me to step aside.”

Provost ran for the position of Ward
5 Alderman in 1993 and 1995, coming
close to beating two different incum-
bents. She was elected to an At-Large
seat on the Somerville Board of Alder-
men in 1999, She was re-elected to three
more terms on the Board.

During her years in local government,
Provost concentrated on adopting ap-
propriate redevelopment plans and
zoning for the then almost-vacant As-
sembly Square. She was a leading voice
for human rights and civil liberties in
Somerville; fighting, for instance, an

O'Donovan

“anti-gang” ordinance she condemned
as “ill-conceived and unconstitutional.”
She was a strong voice for providing
more and better parks and playgrounds
in Somerville, and led successful oppo-
sition to the plan to build a new school
in the middle of Lincoln Park, securing
its future as a city park.

Provost took out nomination papers
to run for the newly vacant seat for state
representative for the 27th Middlesex
District on the day of the city elections
in November, 2005. She campaigned
against a strong opponent, and handily
won the election. She was sworn into the
Massachusetts House in February, 2006.

Her work in the legislature has included
environmental protection in the broadest
sense; she was one of the first voices in
Massachusetts government to raise the
alarm over climate change. She has pro-
moted the principle of environmental
justice, advocating for legislation to cur-
tail the negative health effects of polluted

Law Office

741 Broadway
Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

Specializing in:

e Zoning/Permitting

e Real Estate

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

o Estate I;Ianning/Wills
& Trusts

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

earth, air, and water. Besides the right to
health and a stable climate, Provost has
championed other human rights and civil
liberties, advocating for women, children,
persons with disabilities, immigrants, the
poor and homeless, and LGBTQ people.
Provost fought for marriage equality
from her first days in the legislature, was
the lead sponsor of the successful 2016
legislation assuring full legal equality for
transgender persons. She authored im-
portant provisions of the 2009 transpor-
tation reform bill, the “Healthy Trans-
portation Compact.” Provost also filed
legislation which stopped a proposal to
transport highly-flammable ethanol, in
tanker cars, on two of the commuter rail
lines which run through Somerville.
Representative  Provost emphasizes
that she is not resigning her seat, and
will continue to work zealously for her
Somerville constituents until her suc-
cessor is sworn in, in January, 2021. She
will continue to respond promptly to all
requests for help, and to discuss pending
legislation and other policy matters. Her
office can be reached at 617-722-2263, or

denise.provost@mahouse.gov.

/Middle Grades\
Writer’'s Den

Writer’s Den is a free weekly eve-
ning creative writing workshop
open to all Somerville students in

grades 4-8.

Creative weekly activities and fun
writing prompts, storytelling, script
writing and more keep students ea-
ger to write and share their writing,

Publishing opportunities and snacks.

Co-Directors Alan Ball, Cara Fein-
berg, and Allyson Sherlock invite
all students in grades 4-8 to join the
fun. Parent/guardian permission

required.

Writer’s Den takes place Wednes-
days and some Mondays (except va-
cation weeks or if schools close due

to inclement weather).

Visit the district website (www.
somerville.k12.ma.us/events/cal-
endar) for Writer’s Den meeting
dates for the rest of the school
year. The workshops take place
at the Healey School Library, 5
Meacham St.

o J

State Representative Denise Provost.

MOUNT VERNON

RESTAURANT

14 Broadway
Somerville MA

A tradition
of fine foods
since 1935

Mt. Vernon Catering

Catering for all your Special
Events
From 30 - 1000 guests
Weddings, Clambakes,
Backyard BBQ's, Christenings,

Graduations, Bereavements,

’\l‘cw ‘935
S

Anniversaries, Bridal & Baby
Showers, Pig Roasts,
Retirement Parties,
Birthday Parties,
Holiday Parties and more!

One call and we can
help plan it all!
Mention this ad and get
10% off your next event!

Also offering full
party rental needs
from tables, tents,

chairs, linens
and more!

We can create a menu
to satisfy every taste
and budget!

Call 617-800-3089

Email: mtvernonrestaurants@yahoo.com
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Data Download with Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone

By Joseph A. Curtatone

Taking a closer look at notable city
data—and interesting numbers.
We recently released a draft of the
City’s Vision Zero plan. Below are
some of interesting numbers from
it, and you can see the full plan
and learn more about getting in-
volved at https://www.somerville-
ma.gov/visionzero.

0 traffic fatalities or serious
injuries: Somerville is one of
around 40 communities in the
U.S. to join the international
Vision Zero movement. The
idea behind Vision Zero is
that there should be no traffic
fatalities and no serious traffic

injuries and that communities

have the power to reduce and
even eliminate crashes with
severe consequences, Vision
Zero also emphasizes that
drivers, cyclists, and pedestri-
ans are people who will make
mistakes on the road, so com-
munities need to adopt policies
and design their roads and oth-
er infrastructure to account for

human error.

125 miles: Somerville has 125
miles of streets, with almost all
having sidewalks. We also have
about 20 miles of designated
bicycle facilities and just over 28
miles of streets that are marked
for shared vehicle/bicycle use.
Part of Vision Zero is working
to make sure all of this infra-
structure is designed and main-
tained in a way that makes it safe
for all users.

90%: Slowing down vehicle
traffic through traffic calming
is one way to make the streets
safer for everyone. Data shows
that crashes that happen at low-

er speeds are less likely to result
in fatalities or severe injuries.
For example, if a pedestrian is
hit by a vehicle at 20 mph they
have a 90% chance of survival.
That drops to 50% if the vehicle
is traveling at 30 mph and 10%
at 40 mph. In December 2016,
we lowered our citywide speed
limit to 25 mph and implement-
ed 20 mph safety zones around
high-trafic areas like parks,
houses of worship, schools, and
senior housing. At the end of
2018, we had about 22 miles of

streets in safety zones.

7 mph: There are many strate-
gies for traffic calming including
speed bumps and tables, narrow-
ing the road, and lane shifts. But
traffic calming techniques don't
always involve major chang-
es to the roadway; sometimes
a little paint gets the job done.
We found that average speeds
dropped 7 mph — from 30 to 23
mph — near the intersection of
Broadway and Glenwood Road

when we used red paint on a

mid-block crosswalk.

92 goals: The draft Vision
Zero plan proposes 92 goals to
be implemented over the next
five years. They're focused on
four main areas — gathering
data, safe street design, oper-
ating safe streets, and cultivat-
ing a culture of safety. Some
goals focus on City work, like
repairing at least two miles of
sidewalk per year and making
sure City staff and contractors
get appropriate truck safety
training. Other goals extend to
the community, like working
with rideshare companies on
an anti-dooring campaign and
educating students about pe-
destrian safety.

Everyone: For Vision Zero to
be successful, we need everyone
to be involved. On www.somer-
villema.gov/visionzero you can
find the full draft plan. We're
looking for feedback on the plan,
which you can submit online
(we have a tool that allows you

to comment directly on the draft
document). Or come talk with
us at one of three upcoming
evening open house meetings
on Jan. 21, Jan. 30, and Feb. 5
(details are at www.somerville-
ma.gov/visionzero or call 311).
And, most importantly, you can
help us reach our Vision Zero
goal by following the rules of
the road and making sure you're
driving, biking, or walking in a
way that ensures safety for ev-
eryone on the road.

Data-based decision making is at
the core of how the City of Somer-
ville develops policy and sets prior-
ities. Every day we check the lat-
est 311 stats, and throughout the
week we meet for in-depth review
of departmental data and city
trends. The Data Download col-
umn shares some of the data we've
been reviewing recently, as well as
interesting updates. To see more
Somerville Data, visit the online
Somerville Data Farm at www.

somervillema.gov/datafarm.

/

Pipes within your home

know if this is the case.

City infrastructure

Test results this year

owner you would know this too, because the city would inform you.

There is “no” lead in any of the city infrastructure.

This is why you received the pamphlet in the mail.

on, so it flows, e.g. washing hands in water.

lead in the drinking water, the city of Somerville has issued this high level recap:

Pipes from water main in the street to the water meter in one's home

In the City of Somerville there are 449 known homes which have old lead service pipes, which
deliver water from the water main in the street to the water meter in your home. This 449 homes
are about 2% of the homes in Somerville. The city knows which homes these are. And as a home

Some old homes have lead within the home. It could be in pipes, in the solder used to solder the
pipe joints, or both. The assumption is that property owner would test their own homes and

City issues update on lead in water

In response to inquiries about the educational material which was mailed to residences regarding

The city is required annually to test the water for lead. A sample number of the 449 homes known to have lead service pipes are tested every year. This year the test results
went up a little, which pushed it over the “action level.” If a community is over the “action level” then the city is required to send out education material to all households.

For the 449 homes which have lead service pipes it is recommended that they do not let their water stand for more than 6 hours. This means typically turning your water
It was assumed the reason the water went over the “action level” this year was due to one of the residents (who participates in the sample test) water sat for a week in their

pipes while they were on vacation. They did not let the water flow before they filled the water sample jar.

More information can be found at www.somervillema.gov/leadservice, call 617-625-6600, x5850, email Water@SomervilleMA.gov

~

for each is available at http://www.somervillerec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?type=activities.

Somerville Parks & Recreation at your service

It's not too early to start planning for February vacation. Check out the Somerville Parks and Recreation Department website (www.somervillerec.com) for information

about their February Vacation Floor Hockey program, and other programs and events available this winter.

How about a field trip to a fun location in and around the Boston area? A full list of classes, clinics, events, youth and adult league sports, and activities, as well as pricing
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lllustrated by Jim Clark

The natural grass vs. artificial turf controversy rages on.

Our View Of The Times

A hot topic of discussion in the city
through the years is how best to deal with
development and upkeep of our public
recreational playing fields. Specifically, a
debate is still underway concerning the
use of artificial grass versus natural turf.
Those opposed to the artificial option
point to safety concerns based on the
chemical composition of the materials

used, as well as the perceived unnatural

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

way the turf responds to the activities of
those who play on the fields. So called
“heat islands” - i.e., excessive heat given
off due to the nature of the turf’s materi-
als - creates further cause for concern, in
consideration of possible health risks to
those who use the turf, along with larger
scale environmental concerns.
Proponents of artificial turf cite dura-

bility, cost effectiveness, and long-term

sustainability as important reasons for
given this option serious consideration.
They also claim that playing on this sur-
face is close enough to the natural option
and offers only negligible differences.

Of course, the city has to make in-
formed and well-considered choices as it
moves forward in its efforts to improve
the state of our playing fields. Many feel

that overuse of the current existing natu-

ral grass fields is forcing the city to con-
sider an unattractive choice in adopting
the artificial option.

Cost considerations are surely signifi-
cant, but it goes without saying that the
health and safety of our kids and the city
as a whole is of paramount importance.

Let’s encourage our civic leaders to in-
vestigate the issue thoroughly before pro-
ceeding with any specific plan.

photographer! We wish him and his
lovely wife — and now getting older
daughter — the very best. Happy birth-
day Kenny! Happy birthday to everyone
here and from the city who is celebrating
this week. We wish every one of them a
very happy birthday.
AXXXXXA LA LA A AR ARk

The Somerville High School boys and
girls basketball teams will go head-to-
head against the Medford Mustangs on
Sunday, January 19, at the 4th Annual
Tufts Classic. The double-header takes
place at the Cousens Gymnasium on
the Tufts University campus. The girls’
game tips off at 12:00 p.m., followed by
the boys’ game at 1:30 p.m. Game win-
ners will receive a “Tufts Classic” trophy
which will stay in their possession until
the next Tufts Classic, and players from
all four teams will receive Tufts Classic
t-shirts to commemorate their partici-
pation in the double-header. Admission
to the Tufts Classic is free. Donations
for Project SOUP in Somerville and
Community Cupboard in Medford
will be accepted. Fans are asked to bring
nonperishable food items and person-
al household and hygiene products to
support those in need in both cities. A
detailed list of preferred donation items

can be found on the Tufts Classic’s Face-
book event page.
XAk AkkA A A Ak kkkkkkkkx
Are you interested in learning more
about climate change while taking
meaningful action with members of
your community? Become a Somerville
Climate Forward Ambassador. Learn
more at bit.ly/climateforward and apply
by January 17.
R R R R R R R R S S e e T

Don't forget, the Somerville Winter
Farmers Market takes place every Sat-
urday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the
Arts at the Armory, 191 Highland Ave.,
presenting the very best variety of prod-
ucts from New England farms and spe-
cialty vendors including vegetables, fruit,
meat, cheese, fish, baked goods, and lots
more. Live music, delicious treats in two
cafe areas and a chance to meet friends.

SNAP/ EBT and HIP accepted.
AXXXXXXXK KAk kkkk

On Saturday, January 25, the Somer-
ville High School Boys Basketball team
will participate in the Andrew Lawon
Foundation Basketball Invitational
at TD Garden. Somerville will take on
Algonquin in the Garden at 3:30 p.m.
Tickets are $18 per person and includes

admission to seven other marquee high

school games. Head Coach Mark An-
tonelli and the Highlanders invite all
Somerville students, faculty, alumni, and
community members to come out, wear
their red and blue, and rock the Garden
in support of the Highlanders. Tickets
are available through the Friends of
Somerville Basketball Booster organi-
zation and can be purchased with cash,
checks (made out to Friends of Somer-
ville Basketball) or via Venmo @Friend-
sofSomervilleBasketball. Contact Head
Coach Mark Antonelli at mantonelli@
k12.somerville.ma.us or 617-584-7321
for ticket information.
kEkkkkkkhkkhhkkkhkkhkk

The Somerville Community Choice
Electricity (CCE) program is doubling
the amount of extra renewable energy
provided to our residents and business-
es. To learn more about this and other
changes to Somerville CCE, visit cce.
somervillema.gov.

PR R R R R R R R
Congratulations the winners of our Best
of Somerville 2019 survey, as voted for
by you, our readers (find the list of win-
ners on our website at http://www.the-
somervilletimes.com/archives/62978).
They do indeed represent the best that
the city has to offer. Be sure to partake of

their products or services, and let them
know you heard about their being hon-
ored here in The Somerville Times.

KA KKK AKX A AKXk kkkkkk

The City of Somerville’s Health and
Human Services Department (HHS)
and Somerville Media Center (SMC)
2020
Screening Series of From My Heart to

are excited to announce the

Yours. This short educational film pro-
vides an intimate look at how the avail-
ability and use of opioids have impacted
the lives of many individuals, especially
here locally and around the state. It also
addresses various pathways to recovery
and resources that exist to help the tran-
sition back into society. HHS and SMC
partnered with local organizations to host
free screenings of the short documentary
(about 25 minutes) throughout the city
with a2 Q&A with representatives from
individuals who were part of production.
Screening events are scheduled as follows:
January 16, 6:30 p.m., at MOAR- Mas-
sachusetts Organization for Addiction
Recovery, 9 New Washington St.; Feb-
ruary 6, 5:00 p.m., at Council on Aging,
167 Holland St.; March 6, 6:30 p.m., at
Connexion, 149 Broadway; and April
15, 6:00 p.m., the Somerville Library,

79 Highland Ave. Continued on page 16
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A warm weather
winter day in
Somerville

People went out to enjoy the record breaking tempertures in

The winners of The Somerville Times Reader’s Choice results for

THE BEST OF SOMERVILLE 2019

Congratulations to the winners! Please support their businesses and let them know you saw them in The Somerville Times

Readers choices for 2019

Best Law Firm: Law Office of Sean O’Donovan, 741 Broadway

the Assembly Row—Mystic River area last weekend.

Best Idea in 2019:
Somerville municipal

buildings being Best Attorney: Edwin Smith, Rumery & Smith 403 Highland Ave.
equipped with Narcan

Fsma o

Best Paralegal: Paula LeBlanc, O’Donovan Law Office, 741 Broadway
Worst Idea in 2019:

Best Insurance Agency: Wedgewood-Crane & Connolly, 19 College Ave.
Bus lanes on Broadway

. a2 Best Bank: Winter Hill Bank, winterhillbank.com
Best Somerville Food & Restaurants:

' Best Bank President: Sandra L. McGoldrick, Winter Hill Bank
Best Breakfast: Neighborhood Restaurant, 25 Bow St.

o Best Branch Manager: Lisa Ramos, Century Bank
Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch: Ball Sq. Cafe, 708 Broadway

Best Real Estate Company: Century 21, North East, Norton Group,

Best Italian Food: Vinny's Ristorante, 76 Broadway
699 Broadway

Best Italian Specialty Store: Capone Foods, 14 Bow St.
Best Real Estate Broker/Agent: Donald Norton, Century 21, North East,
Best Portuguese Restaurant: ] and ] Restaurant & Takeout, Norton Group, 699 Broadway
157 Washington St.
Best Real Estate Rental Agent: Len Ferrari, Century 21, North East,

Best Brazilian Restaurant: Oliveira's Steak House, 120 Washington St.
Norton Group, 699 Broadway

Best Chi Food: China Delight, 524 S ille Ave. . . -
est-ninese foo ina Lelg omervifie Ave Best Florist: Wagner Floral Designs, 508 Somerville Ave.

Best Mexican Food: Rincon Mexicano, 99 Broadwa
! : : y Best Waiter/Waitress: Mount Vernon Waitstaff, 14 Broadway

Best Caribbean Rest t: Sunrise Cuisine, 76 Middl Ave. p
e HanpReahyrestarant: sunrise Lggine iadiesex Ave Best Cook: Omar Djebbouri, Ball Sq Café, 708 Broadway

Best Variety and All Around Restaurant: Mount Vernon Restaurant, Best Laundromat: Spin Cycle, 6 Main St.
14 Broadway

Best Liquor Store: Proof, 10 Main St.
Best Seafood Restaurant: Out of the Blue, 215 Elm St.

Best Barbershop: Alibrandi’s Barber Shop, 194 Holland St.
Best Local Deli: Victor’s Deli, 710 Broadway
Best Irish Pub: The Burren, 247 Elm St.

Best Hamburger: RF O’Sullivan & Son, 282 Beacon St.

Best Hair Salon: Amal Niccoli, 731 Broadway
Best Gas Station: Good Gas, 345 Medford St.

Best Mechanic: Pat Lydon, Auto Plus, 229A Lowell St.
Best Roast Beef Sandwich: Hot Box, 1 Bow Market Way

Best Bar Food: Highland Kitchen, 150 Highland Ave.

Best Auto Body: A Plus Autobody,297 Medford St.

Best Handyman: Bill Faber, Main St.

Best Pizza: Mama Lisa’s, 312 Broadwa
y Best Contractor: Bobby Potaris, Potaris Construction

Best Detroit style Pizza: Avenue Kitchen and Bar, 158 Boston Ave. ) .
Best Pest Exterminator: Best Pest Control Services, 63 EIm St.
Best Sub Shop: Leone’s Sub and Pizza, 292 Broadway
Best Sandwiches: Thurston Spa, 393 Medford St.

Best Chocolate: Taza Chocolate, 561 Windsor St.

Best Dry Cleaners: Mystic Cleaners and Tailors, 282 Broadway
Best of Somerville Municipal Services:
Best Somerville Department: Health and Human Services

Best Donuts: Davis Square Hand Crafted Donuts & Bagels, Best Somerville DPW Supervisor: Foreman Jimmy DiFraia, DPW-Highway

377 Summer St.
Best City Employee DPW: Tom Barry, DPW-Highway

Best Muffins: Magnificent Muffin & Bagel Shoppe, 1118 Broadway
Best City Employee City Hall/Annex: Sarah M. White, City Planner /

Best Scones and Biscuits: 3 Little Figs, 278 Broadway - fion\e]
reservation Planner

Best Bakery: Lyndell’s, 720 Broadwa
. v Best City Elected Politician: Mary Jo Rossetti, Councilor At-Large

Best Pies: Petsi Pies, 285 Beacon St.

Best Teacher: Victoria M kani
Best Cheesecake: 7ATE9 Bakery, 199C Highland Ave. est Teacher: Victorla Macrokanls,

West Somerville Neighborhood School
Best Local Coffee Shop: True Grounds, 717 Broadway

Best Bar for Bands: Once, 156 Highland Ave.

Best Nurse: Mary Hart, Cambridge Health Alliance

Best Police Officer: Police Captain Chris Ward

Best Bar/Entertainment: Urban Axes Boston, 2 Union Square Lo L .
A 9 Best Firefighter: Firefighter Rudy Revilla

Best Brewery: Remnant Brewing, 2 Bow Market Way Best of Somerville Arts/Entertainment:

Best Bar/Creative Drinks: backbar, 7 Sanborn Ct. .
est Bar/Creative Drinks; backbar, 7 Sanborn Best Somerville Poet: Doug Holder

Best local Bar: Sally O’Brien’s, 335 Somerville Ave. .
Best Photographer: Claudia Ferro

Best of Somerville Services:
Best Food Columnist: Dorothy DiMarzo, Dorothy’s Corner

Best Doctor: Dr. Gullapalli, 40 Holland St. . . .
Best Somerville Stories: Jimmy Del Ponte

Best Medical Services: CHA Broadway Care Center, 300 Broadway o Sermanile Hiieres G "Ny Beiaiay

Best Wellness Clinic: KenkoDo, 735 Broadway
Best Somerville Non-Profit Agency: Greater Somerville Homeless

Best Dental Office: Somerville Family Dental, 23 Bow St. Zoellifam, 1| Davs SarEre

Best Electricians: David Falcone Best Somerville Charity: Little Sisters of the Poor, 186 Highland Ave.

Best Plumber: Mario, T.J. Sillari, Inc., 99 Albion St.
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'Giving@First' theater festival produces plays in one day con rromrc:

an organization aiming to find a
breakthrough treatment for Lou
Gehrig’s disease.

Fifty participants met the eve-
ning of January 10 for the fes-
tival's kick off meeting, during
which they were assigned to one
of the seven teams. Names were
drawn from a lottery, determin-
ing which artists would be work-
ing together. The timer was set
at 9:22 p.m., as cheers erupted
and a drumroll filled the room.

The plays did involve a set of
rules: each one would have to
find a way to use the silver hand
mirror and a stool as props, and
each would have to incorporate
a specific line of dialog, “But
where are we going to find an ice
bucket?”

After being delegated to a team,
the artists broke into their indi-
vidual groups for quick meet-
ings, where they tossed around
ideas. Writers went home to de-
Velop their plays in the course of

Ms Cams

O

Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

a night, turning them in to their
directors and actors by 7:00 in
the morning,

Directors and actors were wel-
come to use the rehearsal space
at the Unity Somerville church
for an hour per play, though
many continued to workshop
their pieces at their homes. Fi-
nally, the seven new plays were
performed Saturday night, fin-
ishing the festival with 16 min-
utes to spare.

This year marks the fourth time
Theatre@First has put togeth-
er a festival in one day. Haddad
had brought up the idea in 2017,
as a way of providing relief to
hurricane survivors, wanting to
use theater to make an impact
and activating the power of art.
Haddad said that he was drawn
to the concept that “constraint
breads creativity, that artists
could develop some of their
most original work when facing
the pressure of the clock.

I

lio

(noun) A miscellaneous

#713

1. What award is given
to recognize outstanding
achievement in the Chris-
tian music industry?

2. Who was the lead
singer of the band The

Raspberries?

3. Which Hollywood
couple named one of their
children Dakota Mayi?

4. Who played rocker
Elle Dallas on the TV

series Empire?

5. Who is the first
Hispanic woman and the
first Latino American to
receive a Kennedy Center
Honors award?

6. How many Super
Bowls did Jimmy Ga-

roppolo win as a New

England Patriot?

7. The Kentucky Derby is
always held on what date?

8. Who was the only
player to be awarded the
Super Bowl MVP on a
losing team?

9. What is the worlds’s
largest herb?

10. Who is the only start-
ing quarterback to win

a Super Bowl with two
different teams?

11. What gives the gem-
stone turquoise its blue
color?

12. Who was the orginal
singer of Stone Temple
Pilots?

Answers on page 23

b

A

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 617-666-4010
and speak to the Assignment Editor

www.somervillema.com
www.medfordma.com

Three and a Mirror by Mack Carroll.

“From an acting and directing
standpoint, live theater always
has that wonderful little bit
of danger, because anything

said Haddad.

“There’s a way that gets am-

can happen,’

plified when you have twelve
hours to write a new script. I
feed off of that energy.”

The festival opened with a
comical play, Raising the Stakes,
by Naomi Hinchen, which cen-
tered on a group of vampires
holding a meeting, only to find
that their victim actually intends
to slay them. In Interview with a
Gorgon, by Greg Lam, the poet
Ovid converses with Medusa,
a character who turns men to
stone if looked upon directly.
Episode 47: The Haunted Mirror,

by Amanda Owens and Steven
Owens, humorlessly featured
a man narrating a ghostly ex-
perience from his life to a man
adapting his story for the screen.
The evening ended with Who
Killed Mike Haddad?, by Hatem
Adell and artistic director of
Theatre@First Elizabeth Hunt-
et, during which an investigator
accused all on stage of being sus-
pects for a murder.

Hunter said that the frame-
work of the festival and the
frenetic pace often produce
unique results. The format also
gives playwrights the oppor-
tunity to generate work for a
specific cast, as they craft their
roles around the actors as-
signed to their teams, respond-

— Photos by Shira Laucharoen

ing to the qualities they bring.
Theater typically has its own
constraints, said Hunter, as art-
ists “work in local spaces that
aren’t built as theaters, have day
jobs, and have a limited bud-
get.” Giving@First is an extreme
example of the conditions they
frequently face, she said.

“Putting us under tight pres-
sure can really inspire us to do
some of our best work,” Hunt-
er said. “You can't second guess
yourself or say, Tl sleep on it
overnight and see if the dialog
sounds good in the morning’
Whatever it is, we have to go
with it. Whatever seems funny
now, we're going to make it hap-
pen, and the result is really good
theater because of that.”

When Stars Align by Tofer Carlson (left) and Auld Lang Syne by Michael Saenz (right).

SHS CTE students medal at SkillsUSA
Fall State Leadership Conference

Somerville High School was very well-represented at the SkillsUSA Fall State Leadership Con-

ference in late November. Eleven SHS students earned several medals at the competition held in

Marlborough, MA, bringing home four gold, a silver, and a bronze. Conference participants re-

ceive intensive training focused on the SkillsUSA Frameworks elements of personal, workplace,

and technical skills, and have opportunities to earn the SkillsUSA Massachusetts Leader Award.

Congratulations to the following SHS students for their outstanding performance!

Alex Albano, Suki Huang, and Jack Donovan — Gold Medal in Community Construction
Carl Benjamin — Gold Medal in Workplace Safety
Kyissa Almeida — Gold Medal in Workplace Skills
Manal Khouti and Jarad Gorman — Silver Medal in Personal Skills
Harrison Zorrilla-Romero — Gold Medal in Framework Video Challenge
Alyssa Camara, Hiba Khouti, and Rajan Raut — Bronze Medal in Technical Skills
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To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s
most widely read newspaper!

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

-CENTURY 21

North East

Len Ferrari

= Sales Associate
Cell: 781.608.5008
Office: 617.623.6600

» lenferrari@c21ne.com

The Official Real Estate Company of the Boston Bruins

Telephone: Fax:

(617) 625-2244 (617) 625-4350
(617) 625-4344

EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
Michael LaRosa
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200

FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net
424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

) \
L. P. PROTECTIVE SYSTEMS
[ Fine [ /
Sines 1978
LOUIS POTO, es.c..
SYSTEMS OPERATIONS CENTER
168 School Street, Somerville, MA 02145
MASS LiCENSE 617-623-3220 Cell: 857-363-0281
84C & 176D 617-387-9367 Email: Ipsaso@verizon.net

Jusceha LoRusso

\ 617.686.8095

scetn's Qb

Cabes, for att occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes
facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

CENTURY 21

North East

Clifton Verdieu

Sales Associate
Cell:617-230-7013
Office: 617-623-6600
699 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02144
cverideu@c21ne.com
www.c21ne.com

2 B

The official real estate company of the Boston Bruins

Closed Wednesday

&

/’ Alibrandi’s Barber Shop

4 Men & Boys Haircuts

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

“Best Somerville Barber”

HOMES
N

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHillHomes.com
www.WinterHill[Homes.com

Sell your
house today!

“We’ll sell your house fast!”

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE
REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040

a] CENTURY 21

- Gales Associate

%% Cell: 857.928.4282

S+ Office: 617.623.6600
o) dcosby@c21ne.com

The Official Real Estate Company of the Boston Bruins

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

DAMIEN D. GILLIETTI
Attorney At Law

19 Beacon Street

Boston, MA 02108

Phone: (617) 576-9884
Cell: (617) 529-7871

Fax: (617) 523-5226
E-mail: ddglaw@hotmail.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010

Martin B. Dropkin

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
JOSEPH A. CURTATONE

MAYOR
GEORGE J. PROAKIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PLANNING DIVISION
LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing for all interested parties will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, January 22, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.

HXKKXK*

Clarendon Hill (North Street) Comprehensive Permit — Applicants, POAH, Redgate, and SCC, and Owner, Somerville Housing Authority, seek a
Comprehensive Permit under M.G.L. Chapter 40B for an Inclusionary Housing Development. The proposal would create a total of 591 residential
units spread throughout 4 new residential buildings and a cluster of townhouses. The project is a redevelopment of the existing 216-unit Somerville
Housing Authority project. The Applicant is requesting waivers from various sections of the City's ordinances and requirements, including but not
limited to waivers relating to the following sections of the SZ0: maximum density; maximum height; minimum front, side, and rear setbacks; parking
requirements. The Applicant is also seeking a waiver to have the review required by various sections of the Code of Ordinances to be conducted
by the Zoning Board. Urban Residence District. Ward 7.

327 Highland Avenue — Applicant, Alex Genovese, and Owner Nora LLC seek four (4) Hardship Variances under Article 15.2.3 to construct an
awning with a nonconforming valance and with an awning sign with nonconforming valance lettering and signage on both closed ends. Neighbor-
hood Residence District and Small Business Overlay District. Ward 6.

175 Beacon Street — Applicant New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T"), and Owner, Beacon Associates, Inc., seek a Special Permit under Article
10.12 to modify and establish wireless communication antennas and structures. Urban Residence District and Small business Overlay District.
Ward 2.

0 & 20 Inner Belt Rd and 56 Roland Street - Applicant, CPC-T Innerbelt, LLC c/o Criterion Development Partners, and Owners, Paradigm Direct
Roland, LLC c/o Kevin McCall and the Somerville City Club c/o Frank Dardeno, Jr. Esq., seeks a time extension to variances granted on February 20,
2019 for minimum lot area per dwelling unit, maximum ground coverage, floor area ratio (FAR), maximum height, minimum front yard, and minimum
rear yard. The proposed project is to construct a seven-story mixed use building that will include 205 residential units, a private, non-profit club or
lodge for members only, and an attached shared parking garage. (Formerly BB/ 1A) Cl Zone. Ward 1.

56 Roland Street - Applicant, CPC-T Innerbelt, LLC c/o Criterion Development Partners, and Owner, Paradigm Direct Roland, LLC ¢/o Kevin McCall,
seeks a time extension to variances granted on February 20, 2019 for landscaped area, floor area ratio (FAR), maximum height, minimum front yard,
and minimum rear yard. The proposed project is to construct a six-story 120-room extended stay hotel. (Formerly BB) Cl Zone. Ward 1.

HXKKXK*

Submittals may be viewed in-person in the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, located on the third floor of City Hall, 93
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, Mon-Wed, 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Thurs, 8:30 am-7:30pm www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning.

As cases may be continued to later dates, please check the agenda on the City’s website or call before attending a meeting. Continued cases will
not be re-advertised. Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the hearing or by submitting written comments
by mail to 0SPCD, Planning Division, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; by fax to 617-625-0722; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

Attest: Sarah Lewis, Planning Director
As published in The Somerville Times on 1/8/20 & 1/15/20

1/8/20, 1/15/20 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
Removal of Public Shade Trees
City of Somerville

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 87, the City of Somerville will hold a public
hearing on Monday, January 27, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Somerville
High School Cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA. to consider
the removal of the following public shade tree(s):

1. 10 Inner Belt Road — Removal of two (2) Callery Pear trees (8",
14" diameter), and one (1) London Plane (8" diameter) for Residential
Development.

2. 20 Inner Belt Road — Removal of five (5) Callery Pear trees (8", 12",
10", 8", 4" diameter), two (2) Green Ash (12", 12" diameter), one (1)
Norway Maple (10 diameter, and one (1) Hawthorn for Hotel Devel-
opment. Inner Belt locations will be replanted.

3. 19 Highland Road — Removal of one (1) Colorado Blue Spruce (di-
ameter) due to Eversource Utility conflict.

4. 14 Dresden Circle — Removal of one (1) Siberian Elm due to resi-
dent concern and suspected Elm borer pest.

The trees identified above have been posted for public inspection.
In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 87, any objections to the removal
of any of these trees must be submitted in writing to the City Urban
Forester prior to or at the public hearing. The mailing address for the
Urban Forester is City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA.
02143; email: trees@somervillema.gov; phone 617-625-6600.

1/15/20 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS IN THE
SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 617.666.4010
FAX: 617.628.0422

/

Somerville Prevention to present results
of student health survey in game show

Somerville Prevention, a division of the Somerville Office of Health and Human Services, invites all
community members to the presentation of the 2019 Student Health Survey, which was completed
last year by Somerville students in middle school grades. The presentation, given in a game show-
style with interactive trivia and facilitated by Somerville Positive Forces (SPF) youth, will be held on
Thursday, January 20, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Connexion located at 149 Broadway. Light refresh-
ments will be provided.

The Student Health Survey covers topics such as substance use, mental health, physical health, and vi-
olence and safety, and the anonymous results help to inform initiatives and programming by the Health
and Human Services department. These topics will also be discussed in more depth following the trivia
portion in breakout groups led by expert facilitators.

For more information, contact: Matthew Mitchell 617- 625-600, ext. 2570 or mmitchell@somerville.gov,
or Lovelee Heller-Botarri 617-625 6600, ext. 4322 or lheller@somerville.gov.
\_

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 11

Edrie Edrie of Walter Sickert & the

Music Meeting: Reigniting the Bos-
ton Music Conversation will be held
on January 23 at The Jungle Com-
munity Music Club, 6 Sanborn Ct,,
Somerville, which is relaunching a se-
ries of meeting/meet-ups. In this first
round, talk about the Do-It-Yourself
(DIY) concept and working on a sus-
tainable foundation; old favorites like
promoting in the digital age, booking
(uh-oh), and looking outside one's

own genres. Guests will be with guests

Army of Broken Toys, Jenny Berg-
man of The Secret Bureau of Art &
Design, Bridget Duggan of ONCE
Somerville, Carissa Johnson of Fuel
Heart Productions and Steve Theo
of Pirate Promotions. Music at 8:00
p-m. with The Shirts And Shoes, War
On Alexandria, and Lay Low Moon.
The meeting is free to all from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. Live music is at 8:00 p.m. $6
in advance, $10 day of the show. For

more info, visit www.thejunglemusic-

club.com.

B R R R R R R R

Urban Gardening Talk with Lind-
say Allen takes place February 5, at
Remnant Brewing, 2 Bow Market
Way, Somerville, from 7:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m., hosted by the Somerville
Public Library. This talk will focus
on the history of urban agriculture
and how that has shaped our cities'

current food systems. Attendees will

learn about the history of urban gar-
dening, food justice, rooftop farming
and innovative ways to grow food at
your home, including tips for your
home garden.
dhkAkkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkkkhx

Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.
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Somerville releases draft 5-year
Vision Zero plan to create safer streets

Last week, Somerville Mayor
Joseph A. Curtatone announced
the release of an ambitious
5-year draft plan to work to-
ward the city’s Vision Zero goal,
which aims to eliminate traffic
crashes in Somerville that result
in severe injuries and fatalities.
Curtatone is calling on the com-
munity to review the draft plan,
which was prepared by a com-
munity task force working with
city staff and regional advocacy
organizations. The plan is post-
ed online for comment and will
be discussed at upcoming public
meetings (see below).

Somerville is one of roughly
40 U.S. cities to join the interna-
tional Vision Zero movement.
The core principle of Vision
Zero is that the loss of life on
our streets is unacceptable and
that communities have the pow-
er to reduce and ultimately elim-
inate crashes that have severe
consequences.

“Since the late 1940s, Ameri-
can streets have generally been
designed to move motor ve-
hicles as fast as possible, with
little regard for public health
and safety, said Somerville
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone.
“Our society became convinced
that crashes with terrible con-
sequences were inevitable, and
today roughly 40,000 Amer-
icans are killed on our roads
The Vision Zero
approach turns that logic up-

every year.
side-down. Communities like
Somerville commit themselves
to systematically reducing the
operating speeds of motor ve-
hicles because we believe that

a human life is more important
than a few moments of delay for
people driving.”

Extensive scientific research
shows a direct relationship be-
tween vehicle speed and the
prevalence of severe injuries and
fatalities when crashes occur.
Formally adopted in Somerville
by Mayor Curtatone in 2017,
the Vision Zero strategy has
since guided numerous safety
initiatives in Somerville rang-
ing from lower citywide speed
limits, crosswalk and lighting
improvements, and intersection
redesign to the introduction of
separated bike lanes. The Draft
Vision Zero Action Plan de-
tails further actions the city will
take over the next five years to
work toward the long-term goal

of Vision Zero.

"Somerville must
do all it can to
prevent any
further loss of life
Or Serious injury

on our roadways”

“We have a monumental chal-
lenge before us: we must undo
a century’s worth of car-centric
transportation design that is
unnecessarily putting today’s
multi-modal residents in peril.
So it will take time, resources,
and smart solutions. But we
cannot shy away from this re-
sponsibility. Somerville must
do all it can to prevent any

further loss of life or serious
injury on our roadways,” said
Mayor Curtatone.

“Last year, three pedestrians
were tragically killed by motor-
ists in Somerville, Vision Zero is
truly a matter of life and death,”
said Mark Niedergang, Ward 5
City Councilor and Chair of the
Council’s Traffic and Parking
Committee. “Mayor Curtatone
wrote that ‘we must treat traffic
safety like the public health cri-
sis that it is. I believe we can win
the battle to make our streets
safe, especially for pedestrians
and bicyclists, but for motor-
ists as well, and when we do,
there will be many addition-
al environmental, health, and
economic benefits.”

Both Mayor Curtatone and
the City Council have recently
called for greater investment in
trafhic safety, with Curtatone an-
nouncing in his January 6 inau-
gural speech that in the coming
term, he is calling for an “unprec-
edented investment” in trans-
portation staff and resources to
help achieve both the communi-
ty’s Vision Zero goals for safer
streets and its carbon neutrality
goals set forth in the city’s Cli-
mate Forward Plan.

Vision Zero: A Closer Look

A Vision Zero approach rec-
ognizes that users of the trans-
portation system will sometimes
make mistakes and that crashes
will continue to occur. Given
that reality, it focuses on de-
signing our roadways and trans-
portation policies so that these
mistakes do not result in serious
injury or death.

SOMERVILLE

The implementation of Vi-
sion Zero in Somerville is also
grounded in equity consider-
ations. The city recognizes the
disproportionate burden of traf-
fic crashes on people of color,
low-income households, people
with limited English proficien-
cy, and persons with disabilities
or mobility impairments, and
transportation safety improve-
ments will be prioritized for
these populations.

The city invites public com-
ments on the draft plan through
Monday, February 10, in any of
the following ways:

+ Visit the Vision Zero webpage
to learn more about the process
and the draft plan: www.somer-
villema.gov/visionzero

+ Review and comment direct-
ly on the draft document at:
https://somerville.civicom-
ment.org/

+ Submit comments via email to

VisionZero@somervillema.gov

+ Attend one of three upcom-

ing public meetings hosted by

city staff and Vision Zero Task

Force Members to educate res-

idents about the draft plan and

get input:

+ Open House #1
o East Somerville Communi-
ty School, Cafeteria
0 50 Cross St, Somerville
o Tuesday , January 21, 6-8
p.m.

+ Open House #2
o Somerville
Baptist Church
0 31 College Ave., Somerville
o Thursday, January 30, 6-8
p.m.

+ Open House #3
o Somerville Public Library,

Community

Auditorium

o 79 Highland Ave, Somer-
ville

0 Wednesday, February 5, 6-8

p.m.

knowledge; creating media savvy consumers

improve their ability to navigate and participate in the digital media sphere. These sessions aim to
expand digital inclusion with expert guidance on savvy smartphone use, better internet research,
media production skills, graphic design, building a user friendly website, becoming a community
journalist, deepening media literacy and critical consumption. These workshops will run from

January — June and you can view the full list of workshops online here.

Our 2020 Digital Literacy program in partnership with Somerville Public Library will address
a wide spectrum of digital inclusion factors like: taking full advantage of utilizing smartphones;
creating professional emails using MailChimp; learning media production; graphic design using

Canva; building user friendly websites on Wix, social media marketing; deepening media literacy

office with the goal of credentialing skills gained in non-traditional educational settings.

Visit: https://skillupsomerville.credly.com/enterprise for more information on Skill up Somerville.

(2020 Digital Literacy Workshop series schedule \

Somerville Media Center offers a set of free Digital Literacy Workshops for anyone wanting to

- o

G
éﬂ‘ei ;

DIGITAL LITERACY

WORKSHOP SERIES

As mentioned, some of these workshops are in partnership with Somerville Public Library as part of our collaborative “Lunch & Learn Series*” on the third Tuesdays of
each month from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Workshop Series Benefits: This workshop series is a grant funded project of “Skill Up Somerville.” All students will be eligible to receive digital badging credentials
through the Skill Up Somerville program. SMC will also offer 10% off annual membership for attending 3 SMC “Skill Up Badge” classes and if students take all of the

classes, they are eligible for a one year free SMC membership.

About Skill Up Somerville: Skill Up Somerville is a digital badging platform — a free online platform — administered by the City of Somerville Economic Development
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|January 15

East Branch Library

Music with Matt! PreK Sing-
Along with Matt Heaton

11 a.m.- 11:45 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library

Teen Game Day

2:30 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.|79 High-
land Ave

Thursday|January 16

Central Library

Preschool Storytime for 3 to
5-year-olds

10:30 a.m.- 11:15 a.m.

Comic Book Drawing Workshop
3 p.m.- 5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Friday|January 17

Central Library

Preschool Storytime for 2-year-
olds

10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.

Teen Empowerment Library Lead-
ers meeting

3:30 p.m.-6 p.m.|79 Highland
Ave

Sunday|January 19
Central Library

Climate Zine-Making and Craft-
ing

2 p.m.- 4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave
Monday|January 20
Library Closed
Tuesday|January 21
Somerville Community Baptist
Church

Preschool Storytime

11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|31 College
Ave

Central Library

Teen Empowerment

2:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.|79 Highland
Ave

Wednesday|January 15

East Branch Library

Preschool Storytime

11 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library
Somerville Positive Forces
1 p.m.- 3 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|January 15

Sally O'Brien’s Bar

free poker, lots of prizes!

8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren

Pub Session with: Grain Thief|9
p.m

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub

The A-Beez

10 p.m.|366A Somerville
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road

Bearly Dead — A Tribute To The
Grateful Dead

8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville

Thank God For Science
Ali McGuirk

7 p-m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Matt Heaton & the Electric
Heaters

8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Thursday|January 16
Sally O’Brien’s

Josh Lederman & The Cam-
bridge/Somerville All-Stars

8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren

WUMB Presents Anthony Savino,
Hayley Sabella and David Tanklef-
sky|7 p.m.

Scattershot|10 p.m.

247 Elm St

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s

Krush Faktory(Dub Down)
10 p.m.|366A Somerville
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville

FauxMenco

Famous Grouse, Half Holy Hearts
7 p-m.|156 Highland Ave

The Jungle Community Music
Club

Junior Beef, Humbug, Skylight
Traveler, BP Arruda & Big Picture
8 p.m.|6 Sanborn Ct

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Seba Molnar Quartet
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Friday|January 17

Sally O’Brien’s

Sneaky Pint

6 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren

Front Room: Irish Session|9:30
p.m.

Backroom| Jen Kearney|7 p.m.
Spike the Punch|10 p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Once Somerville

Lil B

D] Lucas

8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m.
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s

Kevin Connolly Mules

7 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey'’s
Entertainment every Friday
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Dean Ford & The Beautiful Ones
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Sonic Avionics
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Jungle Community Music
Club

Blue Hyenas, Rockwood, Melissa
Mills

9 p.m.|6 Sanborn Ct

The Rockwell
Pirates of Penzance
7 p-m.|255 Elm St

Arts at the Armory

Richard Cambridge's Poets'
Theatre

7:30 p.m.|Café[191 Highland Ave

Saturday|January 18
Sally O’Brien’s

One Thin Dime.

6 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren

Front Room:Bluegrass Session|2
p.m.

Hunter Americanal5 p.m.|lIrish
Session|2 p.m.

Back Room: "Let's Do Lunch"

with: Richard Schroder, Ken Zim-
merman, Dave Charles & Johnny
Bickford|12 p.m.

An Evening With Bill Janovitz and
Friends|7 p.m.

Scattershots|10 p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s

Pop Into The Chemist

10 p.m.| 366A Somerville
Ave|617-440-6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road

Take Us Alive with special guests
Trailer Swift, The Rupert Selec-
tion, and Lily Black

8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Catch a Dinosaur
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Jungle Community Music
Club

Twig / WayOfTheHeadband

/ HalfAstronaut / Connor-
Storms&hisBoys

7:30 p.m.|6 Sanborn Ct

Arts at the Armory
DNA. : Moving Mountains
8 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
Pirates of Penzance
7 p.m.|255 EIm St

Sunday|January 19

Sally O’Brien’s Bar

Natural Wonders|4:30 p.m.
African Night, Sambalolo and
guests|10 p.m.

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room: John Gannon &
Friends|2 p.m., Alan Kaufman
& Friends|6 p.m., Los Goutos|9
p.m.

Moxie, Tiberius, Mia Michelle,
Fiona Hewes |7p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub

Dub Apocalypse

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen

Sunday Brunch Live Country &
Bluegrass

Sunday Night Live Music

150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Americana Picnic: Charlie
Fuertsch Country Band

2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Jungle Community Music
Club

Plant Nite: Wooden Barrel|6 p.m.
Maddy Roop / Monsey / Morgan
Miller / Ghost Grl

8 p.m.|6 Sanborn Ct

Monday|January 20

Sally O’Brien’s Bar

Comedy Night! The Up n Com-
ing Open Mic|7 p.m.

Marley Monday with The Duppy
Conquerors reggae|10 p.m.
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-

3589

The Burren

Front Room: Bur-Run|6:45
p-m., Run, Helena Delaney &
Friends|9:30 p.m.

Back Room: Matt Heaton & The
Outside Toys|12 p.m.

Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896
Bull McCabe’s Pub

Jimmy James Trivia|8:30 p.m.
Catch A Dinosaur|10 p.m.
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave.

Once Somerville

Geeks Who Drink Pub Quiz at
ONCE Lounge

7 p-m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Jungle Community Music
Club

TheHumansBeing / Kingdomof-
Funk / Slapback// TheThat

7 p.m.|6 Sanborn Ct

Tuesday|January 21

Sally O’Brien’s Bar

Tim Gearan & The Shrikes

8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren

Front Room: Jason Anick & The
Swingers|8:30 p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896
Bull McCabe’s Pub

Ghetto People Band

10 p.m.|366A Somerville
Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen

First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night

hosted by Victor and Nicole of
Egoart.

The fun starts at 10:00p.m.

150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131
PJ Ryan’s

Pub Quiz

10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Thunder Road

Neighbor Tuesdays in Union
Square, Somerville!

8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Ezra Furman
Hallelujah The Hills

The Jungle Community Music
Club

TheHumansBeing / Kingdomof-
Funk / Slapback// TheThat

8 p.m.|6 Sanborn Ct p.m.|156
Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
First and Last Word Poetry
8 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|January 22

Sally O’Brien’s Bar

free poker, lots of prizes!

8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren

Pub Session with: Grain Thief|9
p.m.

Back Room: Kyle Benor & the
Ghost Caravan, Cactus Island,
Sunday Face|7 p.m.

Comedy Night with Janet M
Namara|10 p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub

The A-Beez

10 p.m.|366A Somerville
Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road

Bearly Dead — A Tribute To The
Grateful Dead

8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
That One Eyed Kid
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|January 15

Central Library

Drop in Knitting and Needlecraft
12 p.m.-2 p.m.

Gerrior Square Annual Home
Owners Association Meeting
5:15 p.m.- 8 p.m.|79 Highland
Ave

Thursday|)January 16

Ciampa Manor

Learn English with the Library!
6 p.m.- 8 p.m.|27 College Ave-
nue

West at TAB

Books to Movies Club

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.| 167 Hol-
land St, 2nd floor

Central Library

Feminist Book Club

6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.|79 High-
land Ave

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave
(Upstairs Parlor).

For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|January 18

Central Library

Sunrise Boston

10:45 a.m.-2 p.m.

Books of Hope

2 p.m.- 4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Arts at the Armory

Somerville Winter Farmers Market
9:30 p.m.- 2 p.m.|Performance
Hall|191 Highland Ave

Bagel Bards

Somerville Writers and Poets
meet weekly to discuss their work
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|January 19

Central Library

Climate Zine-Making and Craft-
ing

2 p.m.- 4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave
Fourth Step to Freedom Al-
Anon Family Groups

7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street
Unity Church of God

Enter upstairs, meeting is in
basement

Monday|Janaury 20
Library closed
Tuesday|January 21
Central Library

Learn English at the Library!

6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland
Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Company
Books & Brews Book Club
6:15 p.m.-7:15 p.m.| 14 Tyler
Street

Wednesday|January 22

Central Library
Drop in Knitting and Needlecraft
12 p.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS:

CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES

Main Office: 167 Holland Street

(Between Davis Square and Teele Square.)

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

617-625-6600, ext. 2300

Fax: 617-625-0688  TTY: 866-808-4851

Holland Street Senior Center: 167 Holland Street
(Between Davis Square and Teele Square)

Monday through Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Fridays: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

617-625-6600, ext. 2300

Cross Street Center: 165 Broadway

(East Somerville)

Mondays & Tuesdays — 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Thursdays — 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Fridays — 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
617-625-6600, ext. 2335

Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: 9 New Washington Street,
(Behind the Holiday Inn)

Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

617- 666-5223

UPCOMING EVENTS/TRIPS

Volunteers needed for the Engage for Brain Health
Study - Are you starting to have problems with your
memory or have trouble climbing stairs? Engage B
might be right for you! 24 week study for people 60 to
89 years of age. Call Chris at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315
or email him at ckowaleski@Somervillema.gov for ques-
tions and additional information.

Fit-4-Life Nutrition Class — Thursday afternoons from
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with our Nutritionist Caitlin
McAfee. Learn about our new and upcoming nutrition
programs including, Cooking with Caitlin, Fit-4-Life
Nutrition Class, Meal in a Mug and more. Next Class
December 5 For more information call Caitlin at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2316.

Healthy Steps — Thursdays, Holland Street from 12:30
p-m. to 1:30 p.m. Healthy Steps is a therapeutic, gentle,
movement class for anyone who needs to get moving,
particularly anyone recovering from surgery, frail elders
or those living with chronic fatigue or arthritis. Upcom-
ing date: December 5. Class is $3. For additional infor-
mation or questions call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Line Dancing - The first and third Thursday of each
month- Holland Street Center . Class is free. No expe-
rience needed. For additional info or questions call at
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Bowling — Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at
Sacco’s Bowl Haven at Flatbread Pizza located in Davis
Square. There is a $3 weekly fee which covers shoe
rental, three strings candlepin bowling and dues for a
bowling banquet. For more information and to sign up
please contact Debby Higgins, Outreach Coordinator at
617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Live YOUR Life Well — Tuesday, January 21 starting at
10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. To help us all
live our best lives. Please join the celebration and regis-
ter for the course by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Music & Movement with Steve Gintz — at our Holland
Street Center from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come create
magical movements through music. Please call Ashley at
617-625-6600, ext. 2318 for more information. Upcom-
ing dates: January 27 and February 24.

Chinese New Year “Year of the Rat” Bingo — Wednes-
day, January 29 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at our
Holland Street Center. $12 price includes lunch, coffee,
dessert and bingo. Limited seating and transportation.
For more information please call Connie at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Food Stamp Application Walk-In-Hours — Monday,
February 3 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at our Hol-
land Street Center. The Department of Transitional Assis-
tance has placed a food stamp application Kiosk at the
Holland Street Center which takes the place of going to
the DTA office to enroll in benefits. The SCOA's Social
Workers will be hosting walk-in-hours to help facilitate

applications. No appointment necessary, please bring a
valid ID and proof of income. For questions or addition-
al info call Ashley at 617-625-6600, ext. 2318.

Valentine’s Day Super Bingo — Thursday, February 6
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at our Cross Street Center
located at 165 Broadway. $14 includes lunch, coffee,
dessert, cards and prizes. Come and have a fun filled
day. Limited seating and transportation. For more infor-
mation please Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Caregivers Series For Those Who Live Independent-
ly — each Thursday in February from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30
a.m. at our Holland Street Center. Please call Ashley at
617-625-6600, ext. 2318 for additional information.

St. Valentine’s Day Celebration — Monday, February 10 at
Dilboy Post from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Limited seating
and transportation. This event is made possible through
the Somerville Police and Somerville Fire Departments. For
more info call Josie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Powers Music School — Tuesday, February 11 starting
at 10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. Featuring
the Andromedia Quintet. Lunch and bingo to follow. To
RSVP call Josie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Movie & Pizza Day - Tuesday, February 18 starting at
10:00 a.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9
New Washington Street. This month’s movie is Driving
Miss Daisy. Pizza to follow movie. $3 per person due at
time of reservation. For more information or to reserve
your spot please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Resorts Casino Hotel Atlantic City, NJ — Sunday, Febru-
ary 23 to Tuesday, February 25. $219 per person double
and $299 per person single — trip includes: motorcoach
transportation, 2 nights lodging, $50 slot dollars, $50
meal credits and two casino shows. Check in at Ralph
and Jenny at 6:30 a.m. on Sunday with an approximate
return time of 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday. For more informa-
tion please call Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

LGBTQ EVENTS

LBT Women Fit-4-Life — at Holland Street Center 167
Holland Street - Fitness class is Thursday evenings start-
ing at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - scholarships avail-
able & it just might be covered under your insurance.
We have available slots and would love to have you. If
you have any questions or require additional informa-
tion, please contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator,
Chris Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHED-
ULE

(PLEASE CUT OUT AND SAVE)

Monday:

Keep Moving Walking Club - 9:00 a.m. (H) — On Hiatus
until Spring

Tai Chi—11:30 a.m. (H) — On Hiatus
Fit-4-Life — 11:00 a.m. (C)

Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H)

Tuesday:

Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. - $3 per class (H)
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)

Wednesdays:

Fit-4-Life Group A — 8:45 a.m. (H)

Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H)

Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H)
Thursdays:

Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H)

Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)

Nutrition Class — 3:00 p.m. (H)

LBT Fit-4-Life-6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays:

Fit-4-Life Group A — 8:45 a.m. (H)

Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H)

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require
pre-registration

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Book Club - Meets the third Friday of each month from
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group self-facilitates.
Group members choose both fiction and non-fiction titles
on a quarterly basis. Books are available on reserve at the
Central Branch of the Somerville Library. If you are inter-
ested in joining, have any questions or require additional
information please call 617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

De-cluttering support group - If you have concerns
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This
closed group will be meeting in the fall for 6-8 weeks.
This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim and Ma-
rina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, have any
questions or require additional information please call
Natasha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

Gardening Club — Meets the second Monday of each
month starting at 9:00 a.m. Vilma Sullivan facilitates this
group. There is a different topic each month ranging
from gardening tips and secrets to inexpensive green-
houses. Group runs for approximately an hour. If you are
interested in joining, have any questions or require addi-
tional information please call 617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

Low Vision Support Group — Meets the second Tues-
day of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Our
Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Do
you know someone who has trouble seeing? Do you
have low vision? Join our Low Vision Support Group for
educational and informative information and peer sup-
port in a confidential environment. Lunch and transpor-
tation may be available on request. If you are interested
in joining, have any questions or require additional in-
formation please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 ext. 2318.
Memory Café — Meets the second Thursday of every
month from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Holland
Street Center. Our Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis,
facilitates this group. A welcoming place for people with
forgetfulness and their family and friends to share a
meal and create new memories. If you are interested in
joining, have any questions or require additional infor-
mation please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 ext. 2318.
Men’s Group — Meets the first Tuesday of each month
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group is facilitated
by our volunteer, Norbert DeAmato. Are you recent-

ly retired? Looking to connect with other men in the
community? Join our men’s group where you can
connect with old friends and make new ones. All men
55 and over are welcome. Come chat about what is

on your mind! If you are interested in joining, have any
questions or require additional information please call
617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

Veterans Group — Meets the third Monday of each
month from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Our volunteer,
Norbert DeAmato, facilitates this group. Are you a
veteran? The Veterans Group is the perfect opportunity
to socialize, have solidarity, to reminisce and to meet
other veterans. If you are interested in joining, have any
questions or require additional information please call
617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION
Cross Street Center is Closed the Week of November 22.

Lunch is served every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 for sign up.

Coffee & Conversation — Meets every Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Maureen
Bastardi, Program Coordinator facilitates this group.
Come meet people from all over the world and join in
the discussion of a different topic every day. Conversa-
tion is followed by the Fit-4-Life exercise program and
then lunch. If you are interested in joining, have any
questions or require additional information please call
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Game Hour - Every Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
at our Cross Street Center. Join us for lunch and activi-
ties. Immediately following lunch we will have a “Game
Hour.” Yahtzee, Sorry, Jenga, Cards, Scrabble, Check-
ers, Clue, Qwirkle, Dominoes, Uno & Connect 4 are
available to play. Community Cooks provides us with
a family style lunch on the first and third Tuesdays and
Food Services provides us with lunch on the off days.
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or
require additional information please call Maureen at
617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Computer Time — Meets every Tuesday starting on Jan-
uary 7th from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Need to learn
how to use a computer? Want to set up social media
accounts? Learn Microsoft Word? Or just have free
computer time. Call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext.
2335 for additional information.
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Reigniting Boston’s Music Scene Somerville Media Center

Education

With media consumption at an all-time
high thanks to the digital age, inter-
net-based radiop series Boston Emis-
sions host Angelle Wood hopes to bring
back the human connection to Greater
Boston's music scene. Thursday January
23 kicks off the first of many planned
events inviting bands and other industry
workers to come together to discuss how

to foster a more communal environment

for Boston musicians.

The event will feature a free “Music Meeting” from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Industry
knowns such as Jenny Bergman of The Secret Bureau of Art & Design, Brid-
get Duggan of ONCE in Somerville, and Edrie Edrie of Boston-band Walter
Sickert & the Army of Broken Toy’s will be in attendance to help discuss topics

important to the “Do-it-yourself” music scene. All are welcome to attend. The
meeting will be followed with live music by The Shirts and Shoes, War on Ale-

candria, Low Low Moon and Genie Santiago. Podcasting for Beginners: How to Create & Market your own Podcast

When: February 3 and 10, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. (Session 1)
March 2 and 9, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. (Session 2)

Location: Somerville Media Center

Cost: $75 for current SMC members / $125 for non-members

Meeting is free from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The music starts at 8:00 p.m. and will be
ticketed. Tickets: $6 in advance, $10 day of the show.

The Jungle Community Music Club, 6 Sanborn Ct, Somerville. Tickets avail-

able at www.eventbrite.com.

\_ J

Residents’ holiday traditions

CONT. FROM PG 5

Audio-based programming known as podcasting has exploded in recent years as

a way of communicating stories. Learn how you can create podcasts in this in-

troductory course taught by Boston Free Radio Station Manager and podcaster
Heather McCormack.

said, “The couple takes a picture with
their grandfather's sign, usually decorat-
ed with flowers.”

Charles Houghton was an honored
WWII Colonel assigned to track down
Nazis trying to escape being brought to
account for war crimes. After his mili-
tary service, he contributed locally, “ad-

vocating for education and recreation
g

And one last shout out is due to the
many people who have to work extra
hard during the holiday season. Amber
Rose Osiris's picture of her husband
Josue's UPS delivery route made that
point perfectly! Our skipped trips to
the mall are extra stops for Josue on his
route. Thank you!

The first session will review the difference between podcasting and broadcasting and
learn about why podcasting is the fastest growing new media field. You will explore
different types of content, structure, formats for podcasts and discuss how to cre-
ate an interesting and engaging podcast plan including tackling strategic ways for
marketing and distribution. Basic use of Podcast Studio setup will be demonstrated.
Following the successful completion of Session 1, SMC members in good standing
will become certified and can reserve the Podcast Studio for approved projects.

The second session is an opportunity for those who already have a solid podcast
plan or who have already begun to record to take the next step in putting their

programs for children with disabilities,’ .0\ Y A podcast out there--hosting, distributing, marketing and even monetizing. Learn
Kathleen said. His daughter Mary’s ce- X \\/ @ the secrets to building a strong and engaged audience, figure out which hosting
rebral palsy showed him the need, but he Somerville ' site is right for you, and learn about how to develop a web and social media pres-
advocated for all kids. " Ve

ence to get your podcast out in the world. We will discuss ideas around monetiz-

The descendants of Charles and Agnes

continue to serve our community in so

ing your podcast through advertisements, joining podcast networks, and more.

many ways. Within their big family are

a former School Committee member, a
City Treasurer, firefighters, advocates for

'From My Heart to Yours'
Screening Series

FROM MY HEART

YO

special education and inclusion for chil-
dren and adults with disabilities, teach-

ers, people working on the front line of

addiction and recovery, and more.

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

Py
A% "
.

The City of Somerville's Health and Human Services Department (HHS) and
Somerville Media Center (SMC) are excited to announce the 2020 Screening
Series of From My Heart to Yours.

| used to work in a shoe recycling shop.
It was sole destroying.

This short educational film provides an intimate look at how the availability and

The "Original"
All Types Vent Gleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning
Power Washing

Licensed and Insured
in Massachusetts

We travel all over

use of opioids have impacted the lives of many individuals, especially here locally

To advertise in
The
Somerville
Times
call

and around the state. It also addresses various pathways to recovery and resourc-

es that exist to help the transition back into society.

HHS and SMC partnered with local organizations to host free screenings of the
short documentary (about 25 minutes) throughout the city with a Q&A with
representatives from individuals who were part of production.

Screening events are scheduled as follows:
January 16, 6:30 p.m., at MOAR- Massachusetts Organization for Addiction

Massachusetts . Recovery, 9 New Washington St.
Call today to find out BObble TO“EI’ i;bru;lrg 2,;5(:)00 p.m.; aCt Coun.cil oxlzggfi}ng, 1167 Holland St.
our weeklyv specials! arch 6, 6:30 p.m., at Connexion, roadway
y5p 6 1 7'666'40 1 o April 15, 6:00 p.m., Somerville Library, 79 Highland Ave.

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

ADOPTION

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption?
Living Expenses Paid. Na-
tionwide Agency. Talk With
Us 24/7. 866-716-3041. Online
Chat. Online Application.
www.onetruegift.com. Text
515-778-2341.

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick
up. 100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-

ED!!T All Makes/Models
2002-2018! Any Condition.
Running or Not.Top $$$ Paid!
FreeTowing! We're Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-
1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
2002 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing!
We're Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING — Get FAATechnician
certification. Approved for
military benefits. Financial
Aid if qualified. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-
453-6204

COMPUTER & ITTRAINING
PROGRAM! Train at home to
become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Call
CTI for details! 888-449-1713
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES
NEEDED! Train online to get
the skills to become a Medi-
cal Office Professional at CTI!
1-833-766-4511 AskCTl.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid
for qualified students - Career
placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear Round
In Aruba.The water is safe,
and the dining is fantastic.
Walk out to the beach. 3-Bed-
room weeks available. Sleeps
8. Email: carolaction@aol.
com for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you
have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace
at little to no cost. Get yours
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
Call 1-855-917-4693

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA-

LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off and 0% financing

for those who qualify. PLUS
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM.The

nation's largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-799-4127.

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL
SECURITY DISABILITY or ap-
pealing a denied claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Consultations. Local
Attorneys Nationwide 1-866-
945-2549! Mail: 2420 N. St.
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar)

DEALING WITH WATER DAM-
AGE requires immediate ac-
tion. Local professionals that
respond immediately. Nation-
wide and 24/7. No Mold Calls.
1-800-506-3367

DISHTV - $59.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-877-
925-7371

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea developed
affordably by the Research &
Development pros and pre-
sented to manufacturers. Call
1-855-380-5976 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press
of a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even
if you can't reach a phone!
FREE brochure. CALL 800-
457-1917

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether
you're Home or Away. For
Safety and Peace of Mind. No
LongTerm Contracts! Free
Brochure! CallToday! 1-844-
892-1017

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-866-945-3783.

STOP STRUGGLING ONTHE
STAIRS. Give your life a lift
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!
Call now for $250. OFF your
stairlift purchase and FREE
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-
8610

Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $14.95/month (for
the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music
and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a De-
nied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc., Social Security Dis-
ability Attorneys, 1-855-498-
6323! FREE Consultations.
Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Wash-
ington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call forYour Free Author’s
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 888-609-
2189

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. NOT just a dis-
count plan, REAL coverage
for [350 ] procedures. Call
1-877-308-2834 for details.
www.dental50plus.com/cad-
net 6118-0219

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures.
888-623-3036 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/58 Ad#
6118

Attention all Homeowners

in jeopardy of Foreclosure?
We can help stop your home
from foreclosure.The Fore-
closure Defense helpline can
help save your home.The Call
is absolutely free. 1-855-516-
6641.

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off and 0% financing

for those who qualify. PLUS
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-402-0373

Two great new offers from
AT&T Wireless! Ask how

to get the Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy S10e FREE.
FREE iPhone with AT&T's Buy
one, Give One. While supplies
last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//

cadnet

$$0LD GUITARS & AMPS
WANTED$$ GIBSON e FEND-
ER ¢ MARTIN. ALL BRANDS.
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002
and Newer. Nationwide Free
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-
5960.

Make a Connection. Real Peo-
ple, Flirty Chat. Meet singles
right now! Call LiveLinks. Try
it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

HEAR AGAIN!Try our hearing
aid for just $75 down and $50
per month! Call 800-426-4212
and mention 88272 for a risk
free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cross country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long distance
move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-855-404-2366

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE
w/ DIRECTV Choice All-Includ-
ed Package. $59.99/month

for 12 months. 185 Channels
PLUS Thousands of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellite-
dealnow.com/cadnet

DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed
Internet for ONLY $19.95/
month. Call Today for $100
Gift Card! Best Value & Tech-
nology. FREE Installation. Call
1-855-837-9146

A PLACE FOR MOM has
helped over a million fam-
ilies find senior living. Our
trusted, local advisors help
find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you. Call
855-741-7459

CATHETER SUPPLIES. We of-
fer a complete line of popular
and lesser known product

to fit your needs. Even the
discreet “pocket catheter.” To
learn more or get free sam-
ples, Call 844-540-2092

Orlando + Daytona Beach
Florida Vacation! Enjoy 7
Days and 6 Nights with Hertz,
Enterprise or Alamo Car Rent-
al Included - Only $298.00.

12 months to use. Call Now!
855-403-8409 (24/7)

ATTENTION DIABETICS!
Save money on your diabetic
supplies! Convenient home
shipping for monitors, test
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters and more! To learn more,
call now! 844-698-4858

ATTENTION: Have you or a
loved one used Juul or anoth-
er e-cigarette vaping device

& developed a serious health
condition such as stroke,

seizure, convulsions, lung
damage, pulmonary issues
including heart attacks? You
may be entitled to compensa-
tion! Call now: 844-392-9703

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip flooring

& seated showers. Call for a
free in-home consultation:
888-912-4745

ATTENTION OXYGENTHER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit. Call
877-929-9587

DISHTV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. 1-833-872-2545.

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR! We edit, print and
distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the work...
You reap the Rewards! Call
for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 866-951-7214

Recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER and 60+ years
old? Call now!You and your
family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD.
Call 877-648-6308 today. Free
Consultation. No Risk.

Stay in your home longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-855-534-6198

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to PO. Box
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by this
publication. In order to avoid
misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply
the readers with manuals,
directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their
clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses
at home. Under NO circum-
stance should you send any
money in advance or give
the client your checking,
license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads
that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note
that if a credit repair compa-
ny does business only over
the phone it is illegal to re-
quest any money before de-
livering its service. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll
free numbers may or may
not reach Canada.
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SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

| Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, January 15

12:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Community Bulletin Board
7:30am DW In Good Shape
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Global 3000
9:30am Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am SNN Neighborhood Update
11:30am From My Heart to Yours
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
2:00pm Colores Latinos
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm DW Conflict Zone

4:30pm Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library

5:00pm Hello Neighbor
5:30pm From My Heart to Yours
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
7:00pm "The Cask of Amontillado" at VOX POP
7:30pm Sidewalks Entertainment
8:00pm LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm DW Euromaxx
9:00pm Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
10:00pm  LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Flotilla
Thursday, January 16

12:00am SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am Free Speech TV
1:30am Free Speech TV
2:00am Free Speech TV
3:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am DW Conflict Zone
7:30am DW Euromaxx
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am Hello Neighbor
10:00am The Chef's Table Series
10:30am The Chef's Table Series
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
11:30am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm The Somerville Line

1:30pm The Somerville Line
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
4:30pm The Struggle
5:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm #AFAD
6:30pm #AFAD
7:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
8:00pm LIVE - Our View
9:00pm PABFONE Closing Day Ceremony
10:00pm Community Bulletin Board
10:30pm The World Fusion Show
11:00pm VOX POP Comedy Night
Friday, January 17

12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Euromaxx
9:30am Strata
10:00am NASA TV
11:00am SOM ARTS
11:30am Cambridge Calendar
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Community Benefits Agreement
2:00pm Somerville Pundits

2:30pm Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library

3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Gay USA
5:00pm DW Global 3000
5:30pm What's New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Grandstanders
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
7:30pm The Somerville Labor Show
8:00pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:30pm Greater Somerville
9:00pm Fur, Fins and Feathers
10:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Heavy Leather Music Video Show
Saturday, January 18

12:00am VOX POP Comedy Night
1:00am Free Speech TV
2:00am Free Speech TV
3:00am Free Speech TV
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am DW Focus on Europe

7:00am Effort Pour Christ
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SMC Youth Media
9:30am Science 360
10:00am Dead Air Live
11:00am TeleGalaxie
12:00pm Somerville Storytellers
1:00pm Tele Magazine
2:00pm Reeling Review

3:00pm MA House of Representatives Formal Session

4:00pm Tele Kreyol
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm Henry Parker Presents
6:00pm Somerville Pundits
6:30pm The Somerville Labor Show
7:00pm BLOWW Show a Go Go
7:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
8:00pm #AFAD
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm Heavy Leather Music Video Show
11:00pm SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm Queer Cats
Sunday, January 19

12:00am Flotilla
1:00am NASA TV
1:30am NASA TV
2:00am NASA TV
3:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am Effort Pour Christ
9:00am NASA TV
10:00am Tele Kreyol

11:00amMA House of Representatives Formal Session

12:00pm Sidewalks Entertainment
1:00pm SOM ARTS
1:30pm SNN Neighborhood Update
2:00pm Chico and B-Man
3:00pm African Television Network
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade
5:00pm Gay USA
6:00pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
6:30pm DW Tomorrow Today
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
8:00pm Dead Air Live
9:00pm Tele Magazine
10:00pm Community Lens: Somerville 5K Detour
11:00pm TUTV
11:30pm SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, January 20

12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Somerville Storytellers
7:30am Going Postal
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Science 360
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am Our View
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm SOM ARTS
1:30pm Somerville Storytellers
2:00pm NASA TV
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm African Television Network
5:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
6:00pm LIVE from VOX POP
6:30pm Fur, Fins and Feathers
7:00pm Tele Galaxie
8:00pm LIVE -Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm Colores Latinos
11:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party

Tuesday, January 21

12:00am  Public Safety/Homeland Security Hearing
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am NASA TV
8:00am Democracy Now!
9:00am The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am Strata
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
2:00pm Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm Democracy Now!
4:00pm SMC Youth Media
4:30pm Going Postal
5:00pm LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm What's New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm From My Heart to Yours
7:00pm The Somerville Labor Show
7:30pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm The World Fusion Show
10:00pm Totally Working Out
11:00pm Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm SCATV Secret Stash

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Wednesday, January 15

7:30am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
8:00am  Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
8:30am SPD Ride Along
8:45am Transgender Day of Remembrance
9:00am Faith In a City: Faith & Community
10:00am MassWorks Infrastructure Grant
11:00am 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
12:00pm School Committee Meeting - 1.13.20
3:00pm Faith In a City: Faith & Community
3:45pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
6:00pm Talking Business
6:30pm 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
7:02pm City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
9:00pm 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
11:00pm SPD Ride Along
11:15pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
Thursday, January 16

12:00am 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
2:00am Faith In a City: Faith & Community
2:45am Transgender Day of Remembrance
7:30am  Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
8:00am Faith In a City: Faith & Community
8:45am Transgender Day of Remembrance
9:00am Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
9:30am 2020 First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill
11:30am Talking Business
11:50am Flood & Stormwater PSA
12:00pm Senior Circuit - December 2019
12:30pm MassWorks Infrastructure Grant
1:15pm SPD Ride Along
1:30pm Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
2:00pm 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
3:00pm SomerViva em Portugués
3:15pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
6:00pm 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
8:00pm Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's

8:30pm Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
9:04pm Talking Business
9:30pm School Committee Meeting - 1.13.20
Friday, January 17

12:00am MassWorks Infrastructure Grant
12:34am Municipal Aggregation Announcement
1:00am 2020 First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill
2:03am SomerViva en Espafiol
2:30am 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
7:00am 2020 First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill
8:03am Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
9:00am 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
11:30am Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
12:00pm Conway Park Community Meeting
1:55pm Flood & Stormwater PSA
2:00pm Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
2:45pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
3:00pm SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
6:00pm  Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
6:30pm Talking Business
7:00pm Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
7:30pm SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
8:00pm City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
9:45pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
10:00pm 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
Saturday, January 18

12:00am SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
12:30am Central Hill Campus Phase | Meeting #3
2:00am 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
2:32am SHS Topping Off Ceremony 12.19.19
7:30am Central Hill Campus Phase | Meeting #3
9:00am Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
10:00am MassWorks Infrastructure Grant
11:30am SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
12:00pm Chamber of Commerce Awards 2019
1:30pm City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
3:07pm Talking Business

6:00pm Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner 2019

7:15pm SPD Ride Along
7:30pm SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
8:00pm Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
9:30pm Henry Hansen and the Battle of Iwo Jima
10:30pm SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
11:00pm Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
11:30pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
Sunday, January 19

12:00am Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
1:00am 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
3:00am School Committee Meeting - 1.13.20
7:30am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
8:00am 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
8:32am Talking Business
9:00am Central Hill Campus Phase | Meeting #3
11:30am Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
12:00pm Senior Circuit - December 2019
12:30pm Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
1:04pm City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
2:45pm SPD Ride Along
3:00pm Central Hill Campus Phase | Meeting #3
6:30pm  Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
6:56pm Flood & Stormwater PSA
7:00pm Senior Circuit - December 2019
7:30pm MassWorks Infrastructure Grant
8:04pm Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
9:30pm Central Hill Campus Phase | Meeting #3
11:00pm SHS Topping Off Ceremony 12.19.19
11:30pm SPD Ride Along
Monday, January 20

12:00am Senior Circuit - December 2019
12:30am City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
2:07am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
7:00am Fit-4-Life #4
7:30am Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
8:5Tam Flood & Stormwater PSA

9:00am 2020 First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill
11:00am Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's
11:30am  SomerVision 2040: Values & Equity 2019
12:00pm Henry Hansen and the Battle of Iwo Jima
1:00pm  Letters of World War Il at Council on Aging
2:15pm SPD Ride Along
2:30pm SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
3:00pm City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
6:00pm MLK Day Celebration
7:00pm Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
7:34pm Talking Business
8:00pm MassWorks Infrastructure Grant
9:00pm SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
9:30pm MLK Day Celebration
10:30pm Dance for Dignity
11:25pm Flood & Stormwater PSA en Espanol
11:30pm Talking Business

Tuesday, January 21

12:00am Henry Hansen and the Battle of lwo Jima
1:00am SomerViva em Portugues - Jan. 2020
1:30am Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner 2019

3:00am Foss Park Community Meeting - 11.13.19
7:00am 2020 Inaugural Ceremonies
9:00am 2020 First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill
11:00am Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
12:00pm Senior Circuit - December 2019
12:30pm School Committee Meeting - 1.13.20
2:30pm City Council Meeting - 1.9.20
6:00pm Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's

6:30pm Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner 2019

7:45pm Transgender Day of Remembrance
8:00pm 2020 First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill
9:03pm Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
10:25pm Flood & Stormwater PSA
10:30pm 2020 Organizational Meeting 1.6.20
11:02pm Three Kings Festival at St. Benedict's

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Wednesday, January 15

9:00am Our Schools, Our City
9:30am SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
10:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Revere
12:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert
1:00pm Healey School Gr. 3-8 Winter Concert
2:00pm SHS Winter Concert
3:30pm Final SHS Topping Off Ceremony
4:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
5:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Brighton
7:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
10:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
Thursday, January 16

12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
9:00am Argenziano School Winter Concert
10:00am Kennedy School Gr 4-8 Winter Concert
11:00am Final SHS Topping Off Ceremony
11:30am Our Schools, Our City
12:00pm ESCS Winter Concert
1:00pm WHCIS Winter Concert
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
5:00pm SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
7:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Revere
11:00pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights

Friday, January 17

12:00am SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
12:30am SHS Hockey vs Everett
9:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Brighton
10:30am Our Schools, Our City
11:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
12:30pm Final SHS Topping Off Ceremony
1:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Revere
2:30pm SHS Hockey vs Mal.-Rev. Co-op
4:00pm SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
6:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Brighton
7:30pm Our Schools, Our City
8:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
9:30pm Final SHS Topping Off Ceremony
10:00pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
10:30pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
Saturday, January 18

12:00am SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
12:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
2:00am Public Domain Theater
9:00am SHS Hockey vs Everett
11:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
12:30pm Our Schools, Our City
1:00pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
1:30pm Healey School Gr. 3-8 Winter Concert
3:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
4:30pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
5:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
7:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett

8:30pm Our Schools, Our City
9:00pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
9:30pm Healey School Gr. 3-8 Winter Concert
10:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
Sunday, January 19

12:00am SHS Hockey vs Everett
1:30am SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
2:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
6:00am Public Domain Theater
9:00am SHS Hockey vs Everett
10:30am SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
11:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
1:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
2:30pm SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
4:00pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Revere
5:30pm Our Schools, Our City
6:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
7:30pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
8:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
9:30pm Our Schools, Our City
10:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
11:30pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
Monday, January 20

12:00am SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Everett
3:00am Public Domain Theater
9:00am SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights

10:00am SHS Hockey vs Everett
11:30am Our Schools, Our City
12:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Watertown
2:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
4:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
5:00pm SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
7:00pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
8:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
9:30pm Our Schools, Our City
10:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Watertown
Tuesday, January 21

12:00am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
2:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
3:00am SHS Hockey vs Lynn Class.
9:00am Our Schools, Our City
9:30am SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
10:00am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Watertown
11:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
1:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
3:00pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Everett
4:30pm SHS Hockey vs Everett
6:00pm Our Schools, Our City
6:30pm SHS FOOTBALL 2019 Highlights
7:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Watertown
8:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
10:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
12:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Everett

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613
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edited by Doug Holder

Patrick Cuff is a writer and editor by
trade. He is a fourth generation resident
of Somerville. One grandfather worked

Square (when trains ran past the Somer-
ville Theatre) and the other worked as a
Somerville firefighter. Today, he rides the
Red Line and puts out fires when cooking |

in his kitchen.

for decades as a railroad linesman in Davis |

Take 5

No baseball hitter ever sees
red-laced stiches
rotate mid-air, hung
fat and (waiting)
there and (waiting)
slung by pitchers
eyeing over leather and blinded
by mercies
four rows back
in protective niches
a baseball player rotates
thumbs and fingers
and thumbs and fingers and
chews the fat slung by fans cursing
mid-air, red-faced and in stitches
words leathered and eyeing
callouses flung with fury
in arcing curvatures—
in bullets and in pitches

— Patrick Cuff

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:

Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

ﬁs. Camss

lio

Answers

1. The Dove Award
2. Eric Carmen

3. Don Johnson and Mel-
anie Griffith

4. Courtney Love
5. Chita Rivera

6. Two

7. 'The first Saturday in
May

8. Chuck Howley

9. Banana

10. Peyton Manning
11. Copper

12. Scott Weiland

-

From on page 14 ﬁi

OFF THE SHELF

Shay Duffin and His

by Doug Holder

Portrait of an Irish Rebel

This article appeared in The Somerville Times in 2013.

If you want the full Shay Duffin experience, then
listen and keep your mouth shut. Duffin, a mas-
ter storyteller, is an accomplished Ireland-born
actor and writer, who is in town performing his
acclaimed one man show Shay Duffin As Bren-
dan Behan: Confessions of An Irish Rebel, playing
through March 31 at Jimmy Tingle's Off Broad-
way Theatre, smack dab in the heart of Davis
Square, Somerville.

This work pays homage to the iconoclast, novel-
ist, playwright, Irish Republican Army operative
and poet Brendan Behan (1923-64). Duffin, like
the late Behan, is a man who has the gift of gab
(or “crack” as they say in Ireland) and has a repu-
tation of regaling folks with his ribald anecdotes
about the actors, writers, ne'er-do-wells, holier
than thou hordes, drunks, stumblebums, and pik-
ers he has encountered in his eclectic life. I talked
with Dufhin at The Somerville Times offices on a
bitterly cold March morning.

When I asked Duflin why he chose Behan as a
subject for his play, and indeed for a fair amount
of his creative work, the usually loquacious actor
simply said,“I admired his honesty.” Behan was not
only honest, according to Duffin, but he was sick, a
dyed-in-the-wool drunk from a long line of people
with “bad elbows.”

Dufhin said that he is totally different from Be-
han. For starters, he rarely drinks. Behan's extend-
ed family was very political, stolid Republicans;
while Duffin’s was decidedly apolitical. Duffin,
who overcame the challenge of clubfeet as a boy,
turned out to be a fine athlete, while Behan was
chubby, slovenly, and after a while toothless.

Both men were residents of Dublin, but Duf-
fin went out of his way to avoid the drunk and
boisterous Behan when he would see him stagger
down the street. In spite of this Behan was quite an
influence on the budding actor. Duffin said, “I like
what he had to say” Behan, according to Duffin,
did not tolerate any hypocrisy or sham.

Dufhin said that the playwright wrote one great
play, Borstal Boy, that was set at the Borstal School,
a reform school Behan was a resident of. Dufhin
feels that Behan had other great plays in him, but
he died at the tender age of 41, so they never saw
the light of day, much less Broadway.

He recounts that Behan wrote Borstal Boy when
he was poor. Duffin opined, “Success is the worst
thing that can happen to a writer. When he was
rich he stopped writing. He became more popular
for the character he was than the writer he was.”

Dufhn recalled that when Behan wasn't drink-
ing he was quite a charming and funny man, but
when he downed more than a few it affected his
“chemistry.” Behan was a diabetic, and alcohol con-
sumption had severe repercussions for him men-
tally and physically. Duffin remembered,“He had a
long-suffering wife, Beatrice, who loved and stood
by him. She literally wiped his “arse” for the seven
or eight years that they lived together.”

Behan was involved with the Irish Republican
Army. Duffin said that the IRA that Behan was

involved in was a lot different from the very vio-
lent one that took over in the 70’s. Behan's IRA
did not indiscriminately kill. Although they could

be vicious, Duffin feels "it was more romantic,
more patriotic. After 1969 or so the IRA turned
to indiscriminate violence, and my sentiments
turned against them.” Duflin describes himself as
a pacifist, more of a lover, although he has had his
share of fights.

Many writers like Dylan Thomas, Eugene
O’Neil and F. Scott Fitzgerald have turned to al-
cohol for comfort and maybe to open the flood-
gates of creativity. I asked Duffin about this. He
said, “The writing life is a lonely life. When the
writer picks up a bottle it is a lot easier. Maybe it
does release some creativity. But in Behan’s case it
probably was heredity.”

Duffin has a long resume as an actor with appear-
ances in such classics as Raging Bull, and Butch Cas-
sidy and the Sundance Kid. Recently, he was in the
movie The Departed with Jack Nicholson that was
set in Boston. He played “Jimmy” the barman to
Nicholson’s gangster character. Of his experience
with “Jack” he said, “Jack was very much to himself.
Very quiet, just being Jack.”

When we moved our conversation to the Diesel
Café right next to the theater, Duffin shared an-
ecdotes about Cardinal Law who he said berated
him severely about bringing his Behan play to the
Cardinal’s hometown some years ago. It seems,
according to Duffin, that the Cardinal took ob-
jection to the hard drinking and talking Behan
and was worried about the negative influence the
play would exude. Duffin reportedly said in reply,
“I don't think he was a pedophile though.” Duffin
recalled that Law turned white as a ghost and left.
‘This was in 1988 or 1989 before the scandals be-
came public. There were also stories about former
Boston Mayor Ray Flynn and Whitey Bulger, who
saw his play more than a few times.

Dufhin, like Behan, calls a spade a spade, and
doesn't pull his punches, which is a refreshing
quality in these oh-so-politically correct academic
environs we live in. If Duflin’s performance for me
is any indication of the play he stars in, get your
hands on tickets now!

Follow us on Twitter
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INVESTMENT PROPERTY FINANCING
Multifamily Residential Properties (5+ units)

Let’s Talk

Call Kevin Gatlin, Sr. VP/Commercial Lending at 617-629-3345
Call Rich Brenner, VP/Commercial Lending at 617-629-3349

WINTER HILLYBANK:
CustomServe Lending f

www.winterhillbank.com

800-444-4300 Connecting All Offices

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
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