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COVID-19 Small Business Emergency
Relief Fund created, funded by city

The Somerville City Council, in collaboration with Mayor Curtatone, has established and funded a
COVID-19 Small Business Emergency Relief Fund with the aim of rendering aid in this challenging time.

By Jim Clark

In response to a number of Mayor Joseph
A. Curtatone’s requests, the Somerville City
Council last week voted on and approved a
number of agenda items aimed at repurposing
funds to create and fund a COVID-19 Small
Business Emergency Relief Fund and subse-
quently disburse those funds accordingly in or-
der to support small businesses, artists and arts
non-profits, and residents who have been finan-
cially distressed due to the restrictions imposed
as a response to the coronavirus pandemic.

A summary provided to the City Council by
the mayor outlined the steps  Continued on page 4

Local resident creates Somerville
Theatre gingerbread house

The annual Boston Society for Architecture’s
(BSA) Gingerbread Exhibition and Competi-
tion welcomed entries from local architecture
firms as well as families and individuals. The
theme of this year's virtual exhibition and com-
petition was Escape from 2020: Fantasyland.
Somerville resident Aoife Troxel, a designer
at Helicon Design in Boston, was inspired by
something she missed in 2020: attending live
shows. So, she rendered a model of the Somer-
ville Theatre, built to scale with more than two
pounds of brown sugar.
The competition features entries from every-
one from local architecture firms to 5-year-olds.
Individuals voted for their favorites in the form
of monetary contributions, all in support of the
BSA Foundation’s community design programs
and resources, which inspire vibrant neighbor-
hoods and a more equitable Greater Boston.
Other gingerbread houses entered in the com-

petition can be viewed at: http s:// gmgerbread. Aoife Troxel took her frustration with a lack of live entertainment due to coronavirus restrictions to heart as

architects.org.

she created her fabulous gingerbread model of the Somerville Theatre. — Photos by Aoife Troxel

to your business!

Reach out to local customers who want to support
local businesses. We can help you do that with our
bring back business ad specials.

Call Bobbie or email to learn
about this advertising special!

bobbie@thesomervilletimes.com
617-666-4010

Bring business back |[#fsGreen & Yellow Cab MR

Serving Somerville & Surrounding Areas!

617-628-0600

Logan reservations our specialty - Call 3 days in advance to book your trip. Please don’t drink and drive.

T.J.SILLARI, INC. =7
[ | [ | y m Experience

Plumbing e Heating ¢ Gas Fitting ¢ Industrial Work e Water Heater Replacement ¢ Complete Drain Service

617-625-5000 dispatching system

Proud to be a Somerville resident

24 hour GPS automated

We'll get you home safely.

Residential - Industrial - Commercial 625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

The publishers, staff and everyone associated with The Somet-
ville Times wish everyone a very Happy Holiday, Merry
Christmas and Happy Hanukkah, as well as a prosperous and
healthy New Year in 2021. We are happy to see 2020 go and
welcome a healthier 2021!
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The Somerville Times staff is taking a small holiday vacation
beginning this week, with the next issue coming out on Janu-
ary 6, 2021. Anything that comes in and is Somerville related
through that period will be posted online to our website. We
want to thank all our readers and fans for your support this
past year. Thank you for sticking with us! Don't forget, you can
go online to our website and register online for a free subscrip-
tion of the entire paper.
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Word has it that nearly half of the city’s Department of Public
Works staff were out sick during the recent snow storm. That,
combined with a few employees also being off duty on vacation,
made for a difficult situation in clearing city streets. Many were
reportedly not cleared at all for quite some time. Let’s hope that
these essential city workers get well soon, both for their own
sakes and for ours.
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With the recent snowstorm, the City of Somerville has ended
street sweeping for the season. Street sweeping will resume
April 1,2021. Make sure you are up to date on City of Somet-
ville snow policies at somervillema.gov/snow.
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The Best of Somerville 2020 winners will be announced
in the January 6, 2021, edition of our paper. There's still
time to cast your vote for the best. Email, mail or call in
your vote for who and what you think is the best. We're also
looking for the Best Idea of 2020 here in the city. If you
have anyone or anything you'd like to suggest, let us know.
What a year 2020 has been.
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Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of December 23 — December 29 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday

S 371°/29° 4% 7% W10mph
December 23 unny / 0 0 mp
Doz RN ST 44% 33%  S13mph
Friday ) o
December 25 Rain 50°/26 66% 35% SSW 16 mph
pecamer 25 Pt Coudy 32019 9% 12%  W10mph
Sunday . . )
December 27 Sunny 29720 10% 15% WNW 8 mph
bevemerzs D 36°125° 20% 19%  NW10mph
Tuesday ) i . .
December 29 Rain 32°/25 4% 2% NW 11 mph

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Roll up your sleeve
Bill Shelton says:

Thank you for this, Jimmy. I remember getting the polio vaccine, twice—first the Salk injection,
and then the next year or so, the Sabin sugar cube. What I don't remember is any adult in the
neighborhood questioning whether this was the right thing to do. Most of the men were veterans.
The adults had persevered, first through the Great Depression, and then the War.

I may be sentimentalizing, but I think that Americans of that generation had a greater sense of
obligation to each other. I know that they had greater faith in or institutions.

This year a Texas politician who opposed the common-sense precautions to prevent spreading
the virus said that those of us in high-risk groups should be willing to risk our lives to preserve
“freedom,” preserve the economy, and promote herd immunity. Let’s, instead, risk being vaccinated

for the good of all.

Response to: Somerville middle schools to participate in
discovering Justice Mock Trials

Kathy Silva says:

What a great event. Thank you, Discovering Justice, for the opportunity to participate as a court
reporter. For info about the career of court reporting visit projectsteno.org and discoversteno.org.

Both offer free introductory classes for machine shorthand.

Response to: llluminations Tour lights up Somerville
neighborhoods

Jay says:

Who needs a bus when you can casually stroll by these beautiful homes and take it in at your

liesure. Thank you SAC for providing the map.

Response to: Holiday Dishes
Margaret Powell says:

I love the Tzimmes, Dorothy. I make them all the time now.

Response to: ‘'Humanity and hope’ at Somerville Arts
Council town hall meeting

Gail Thornton says:

I hope that this and other funding goes through. The arts in Somerville should be fully supported
as they help define who we are.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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€ T was the night before Christmas
and all through the Ville

The restaurants and barrooms were
hauntingly still

We thought it was rough with the de-
tours last year

Then a Grinch named of Covid kicked us
right in the rear

We're all getting weary and from Santa
we ask

Please bring back the old days when we
didn't need masks

And they ripped down old places to build
the new T

Ball Square Bowling Alley, such fond
memories

And soon Union Square will show off its
new face

But I'll always miss seeing the radiator
place

As they razed my old high school and
tore it apart

They also ripped out a piece of my heart
Somerville's changing more day after day
Santa may not recognize it from his sleigh
On Prospect, on Winter on Clarendon
Hill,

See the spirit of Christmas alive in The
Ville

Life in the §MilY by Jimmy Del Ponte
A Somerville Christmas, 2020

From Teele Square, To Davis Square, up
to Magoun

The businesses will all be back very soon.
Though 2020 was a bummer in so many
ways

The vaccine is here and there'll be better
days

We hope that our family and friends re-
main safe

When the masks are all gone, we'll have
smiles on our face

Though Christmas in Somerville this
year will be,

A lot more laid back with just family
Like the infant whose birth at this time
we recall

That first celebration was joyous yet small
They brought gold, frankincense and
myrrh, and I'll say

Just as precious as Lysol, and wipes are
today

A virtual visit may be the best bet

On this Christmas that none of us soon
will forget

Stay healthy, because Somerville's future
is bright!

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good-

night.

O'Donovan Law Office
741 Broadway

Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

Specializing in:
e Zoning/Permitting

e Real Estate

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

.
=

o Estate I;Ianning/Wills
& Trusts

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

MOUNT VERNON

RESTAURANT 14Broadway, Somerville MA

617-666-3830

A tradition of fine
foods since 1935

Outdoor seating
available in our
spacious tent.
Limited inside

dining available.

Please note that we are offering in addition to our full
menu platters and trays of food to go as well.

For delivery, please visit doordash.com

Our menus and specials are posted on our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Vernon-Restaurants-103209019028/

We ask you to bear with us while we follow established guidelines.
The safety of our patrons and employees remain our number
one priority as we continue to operate and maintain our
small business during this difficult time.

Kitchen Hours:

Sun-Wed 11:30am to 8:30pm
Thurs-Sat 11:30am to 9:00pm

Be safe and stay healthy — The Mount Vernon Restaurant
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Somerville PK-12 public school
COVID testing with Tufts

As part of ongoing efforts to support
Tufts University's local communities,
Tufts and the City of Somerville have
begun a COVID-19 testing program for

Somerville PK-12 public school teach-

ers and staff members. When PK-12 re-

sumes, students will be tested as well.
Tufts is also partnering with the City of

this month.

Medford on a similar program and has

The testing took place in the gymnasium

#

n

of the Argenziano School in Somerville's
been testing students, teachers and staff Union Square on Friday, December 11.

— Photos by Alonso Nichols,
Tufts University Photography

Somerville teacher Jessica Couture gets ready to self-swab for her omerville Public Schools staff member Matthew Dursin checks in for Somerville Special Education Chair Victoria Vendola performs a

COVID-19 test.

COVID-19 testing.

COVID-19 test on herself.

COVID-19 Small Business Emergency Relief Fund created, funded by

[ ]
Clty CONT. FROM PG 1

deemed necessary at this time:

"The COVID-19 pandemic
continues to have serious im-
pacts on our local economy and
the long-term well-being of our
city. Except for federal fund-
ing provided at the start of the
pandemic in the Spring, local
governments have otherwise
been on their own to address
the financial needs created by
the pandemic. At this point, the
federal government continues to
debate but not provide further
assistance, and the state govern-
ment has no plans to provide
additional financial support be-
yond the local aid in the FY21
state budget. With vaccines on
the way, the pandemic will reach
an end — likely in 2021. Right
now, we need to protect our com-
munity from COVID-19 and
provide financial support so our
local economy will still be here as
the pandemic comes to an end.
We have moved to close busi-
nesses and programs where pub-
lic health needs require it. But, we
need a bridge of financing that can
ensure that Somerville remains
the city that we know and love.
This will impact our communi-
ty, our residents, and our future
local revenues including prop-
erty and meals taxes. Without
financial assistance, we are likely
to have more bankruptcies, more
evictions, and we risk reopening
our economy without the small
businesses, the arts community
and the diverse neighborhoods
that makes Somerville a great
place to live, work, play, and raise
a family. We need to provide sup-
port in three areas:
For small business

To date we have provided
$1,750,000 in forgivable loans

from federal grantsand $700,000
in fee waivers. With the need to
close businesses to protect pub-
lic health, we need addition-
al support. The COVID-19
Small Business Emergency Re-
lief Fund will specifically assist
businesses that have remained
closed, been recently closed,
or had operations significantly
reduced due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. This program will be
funded at $5,000,000 by trans-
ferring money from the follow-
ing sources:

+ Rainy Day Stabilization
$1,843,117

+  Capital  Stabilization
$1,000,000

+ Street Reconstruction Stabi-
lization $1,500,000

+ Wynn Casino — FY21 Pay-
ments $ 300,000

+ Water Transportation Stabi-
lization $ 150,306

+ Algonquin Mitigation Stabi-
lization $ 132,359

+ Small Business Assistance
Stabilization $ 74,218

Note: We intend to replenish
the stabilization accounts once
free cash is certified in February
2021.
For artists and arts non-profits:

We will supplement the re-
announced $500,000
Community Support

cently
Artist
program with an additional
$600,000, bringing the total
program to $1.1 million, by
transferring money from the
following sources:

+ Wynn Casino — FY20 and
FY21 payments $ 200,000

+ Park Stabilization $ 400,000

Note: A $400,000 state grant
for parks, recently accepted, re-
imburses the City and frees up
funds for this proposed use.

For residents in need:

To date $2.56 million has been
allocated for rental assistance,
and just over $400,000 for child-
care programs, food programs,
and workforce development.
These funds have been provided
to our non-profit community. In
addition, we have increased ca-
pacity at the Office of Housing
Stability and local non-profits
to assist Somerville residents
with applying for state rental
assistance, We estimate that the
local funds provided will sus-
tain our need through the next
few months but will likely need
additional funds soon. At that
time, additional federal and state
funds may be available. But, if
they are not made available for
these needs, we may need to re-
turn to the City Council for ad-
ditional support.’

After creating the fund, the
City Council subsequently ap-
proved the following repurpos-
ing and appropriation measures
in response to the request:

+ Appropriation of $1,843,117
from the Rainy Day Stabiliza-
tion Fund to the COVID-19
Small Business Emergency Re-
lief Fund.

+ Repurposing and transfer
of $1 million from the Capi-
tal Stabilization Fund to the
COVID-19 Small
Emergency Relief Fund.

Business

+ Repurposing and transfer
of $1,500,000 from the Street
Reconstruction and Resurfac-
ing Stabilization Fund to the

COVID-19 Small
Emergency Relief Fund.

Business

+ Acceptance and repurposing
of a payment of $300,000 from
the Wynn Casino Surround-
ing Community Agreement to

the COVID-19 Small Business
Emergency Relief Fund.

+ Repurposing and transfer
of $150,306 from the Water
Safe-
ty Stabilization Fund to the
COVID-19 Small
Emergency Relief Fund.

Transportation Public
Business

+ Repurposing and transfer of
$132,359 from the Algonquin
Mitigation Stabilization Fund
to the COVID-19 Small Busi-
ness Emergency Relief Fund.

+ Repurposing and transfer of
$74,218 from the Small Busi-
ness Assistance Stabilization
Fund to the COVID-19 Small
Business
Fund.

+ Appropriation of $5,000,000
COVID-19 Small
Emergency  Relief

Emergency  Relief

from the
Business
Fund to provide temporary sup-
port to businesses experiencing
substantial decline as a result of
the pandemic.

+ Acceptance of a payment of
$200,000 from the Wynn Ca-
sino Surrounding Community
Agreement to the COVID 19
Stabilization Fund to provide
Covid Relief grants to the artist
and cultural community.

+ Repurposing and transfer of
$400,000 from the Parks Sta-
bilization Fund to the COVID
19 Stabilization Fund to provide
COVID relief grants to the art-
ist and cultural community.

+ Appropriation of $600,000
from the Covid 19 Stabilization
Fund to provide Covid relief
grants to the arts and cultural
community.

+ Appropriation of $121,090
from the COVID 19 Stabili-
zation Fund for Resident Out-
reach & Communications.

+ Appropriation of $39,493

from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for 311 Call Center
resources.

+ Appropriation of $291,000
from the COVID-19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for Testing and Con-
tract Tracing.

+ Appropriation of $170,000
from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for Personal Protec-
tive Equipment and supplies.

+ Appropriation of $120,000
from the COVID 19 Stabili-
zation Fund for Out of School
Time programming,

+ Appropriation of $45,000
from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for health and safety
compliance activities.

+ Appropriation of $180,000
from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for school resources.

+ Appropriation of $37,760
from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for school wellness
staffing,

+ Appropriation of $142,500
from the COVID 19 Stabili-
zation Fund for Public Safety
Opvertime.

+ Appropriation of $170,477
from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for DPW Overtime
for school re-opening purposes.

+ Appropriation of $100,000
from the COVID 19 Stabiliza-
tion Fund for the purpose of the
25% FEMA Cost Share Match.

+ Acceptance of 2 $42,335 grant
with no new match required,
from the MA Department of
Public Health to the Health &
Human Services Department
for COVID 19 expenses.

+ acceptance of a $16,150 grant
that requires a match, from
FEMA to the Fire Department
for updating the Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan,

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Advesa MA reaches
out to Somerville

By Emmanuel Vincent

Advesa MA, Inc. group held a

community outreach meeting

last week, introducing to Somer-
ville residents the plan that is in
the works to bring a cannabis re-
tailer to the city.

Advesa is an Economic Em-
powerment Priority Applicant
that is looking to provide the
community with modern can-
nabis, as well as education sur-
rounding the medical benefits
of using it. This is an effort to
help break to stigma centered
on the drug that has been
around for decades.

Throughout the years, indi-
viduals have been negatively im-
pacted by laws; hit with charges
related to cannabis, whether it
be distribution and/or posses-
sion. Many have even faced in-
carceration. As a result, it is dif-
ficult for those to progress in the
working world with these visible
blemishes on their record.

Advesa will serve as a solid
foundation for people who are
looking gain stability in their
life. “Advesa’s mission as a job
incubator in Somerville goes
beyond hiring these individu-
als,” explains Jessica Pelletier, a
principle of the company. She
says, "Advesa will pay living
wages and aid individuals in
gaining job skills that they can
use as a springboard to enter
into other sectors of the canna-
bis Industry.” Advesa’s presence

in the community will certainly

help change the narrative for
many people’s stories, by pro-
viding them with a chance to
grow within the industry.
Location in an essential ele-
ment of any business, and this
holds true for the forthcoming
cannabis retailer. With its lo-
cation in Ball Square, there is
anticipation for steady trafhc.
“We have high hopes that our
location to the Ball Square
Green Line Extension will help
us fulfill our plan to be an envi-
ronmentally conscious compa-
ny that plays a key role in the
economic development of the
Ball Square district following

=

it completion,” says Pelletier.
“Being next to the train station
will deeply migrate local vehicle
traffic concerns, and encourage
walking, biking, and the use
of public transportation.” Bike
racks will be available for visi-
tors as well. Also, deliveries will
be available by the retailer. The
drop-offs will not take place
during times of heavy traffic.
The target date for the opening
of the dispensary is based on its
progress with the state, as they
must wait to get approved for a
license. The community meeting
regarding permit in the city will
take place next month. There is
not set date for this at this time.

Opioid Misuse and Abuse -
family and friends support group

A Support Group for Individuals who love someone involved with opioids. The group is designed
to provide not only an understanding of Opioid Misuse and Abuse, but also the impact of sub-
stance abuse/addiction on families as well as prevention strategies. This program is free.

The group will be facilitated by Donna M McNally, MSW, LICSW, LADCI1, Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker and Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor, a clinician at Mount
Auburn Hospital's Department of Outpatient Psychiatry, trained in family therapy with extensive
clinical experience in diagnosing and treating substance abuse, as well as family members impacted.

The group will meet (virtually) for 8 consecutive weeks Tuesday evenings 5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Start-
ing date is Tuesday, January 5, ending Tuesday February 23, 2021.

There will be 15 minutes of psychoeducation followed by 45 minutes of discussion/support.
Pre-Registration is required. A Zoom link will be sent to those who are registered. Resources will
be discussed and training on administering Narcan will be provided.

+ Jan. 5: Session One Welcome and Overview/Expectations

+ Jan. 12: Session Two Understanding Opioid Misuse/Abuse
+ Jan. 19: Session Three Families Are Affected by a Loved One’s Misuse/Abuse of Opioids
+ Jan. 26: Session Four Understanding Dependence and Withdrawal

+ Feb. 2: Session Five Understanding Opioid Overdose

+ Feb. 9: Session Six Minutes That Could Save a Life

+ Feb. 16: Session Seven Prevention/Treatment/Resources

+ Feb. 23: Session Eight What We Have Learned and Wrap Up

Online registration at www.mountauburnhospital.org. Search for “Support Group” under Classes
and Events. Contact information: Email mahwellness.org or contact 617-499-5625

This program is made possible through a grant from the City of Cambridge.
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The Yule Train
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

One day in the winter of 1842, a train rolled through
this city. Among its passengers was a young English au-
thor who, shortly after his four-month visit to America,
would change Christmas forever. The coach or omnibus,
as they were often called, was the first American train he
ever boarded. It was the Boston and Lowell, the first major
railroad built in New England.

After his country tour, the young Charles Dickens re-
flected back and said his most enjoyable time was his
slow train excursion to and from Lowell. It was the year
Somerville broke away from Charlestown. While on the
ride, he took copious notes on everything he saw. His first
stop in Somerville was at Washington Street and Tufts
Street where he saw Mclean Hospital atop Cobble Hill
and a factory that manufactured railroad spikes, doornails
and knockers. These and other observations on and off the
train would be published in his novel, American Notes.

The train brought the author past the snow-covered

pastures of what is now the base of Prospect Hill where
General George Washington and his infant army spent
their first Christmas. It also passed Central Hill where
hero Captain Nathan Hale spent his last Christmas. Next
was Winter Hill where Hessian/German prisoners first
celebrated Christmas bringing the tradition of Christmas
trees to America.

Dickens saw a land that under the puritanical law of
Governor Bellingham, the successor of John Winthrop,
banned the Christmas holiday citing “superstitious festi-
vals held to the dishonor of god.” This ban was in place for

22 years from 1659 to 1681. Continued on page 12
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Tackling food insecurity on

By Max Eidelman

Lisa Brukilacchio, a member of
the Cambridge Health Alliance
and Director of the Somerville
Community Health Agenda,
recently spoke at length about
local efforts being made to
provide food to those in need
during the pandemic.

As Brukilacchio made clear,
the Commonwealth and local
agencies have been working
diligently to help those in the
food-insecure population, but
the battle remains uphill and,
unfortunately, will only be more
difficult through the upcoming
winter months,

One of the first topics Bruki-
lacchio spoke about was how
the need to support the food-in-
secure population has changed
concurrently with the pandem-
ic. She mentioned various met-
rics that highlight how the need
for support has increased, two
of which in particular reflect
the change: there has been a
59% increase in food-insecurity
in Massachusetts since 2018,
and the total number of SNAP
recipients has increased by
19.5% between October 2019
and October 2020.

Brukilacchio also mentioned
that the Greater Boston Food
Bank has been distributing

over two million pounds of

food per week, which is an as-
tonishing quantity to contem-
plate. However, she said that
even this amount of food is not
meeting the need.

Brukilacchio explained that
the most effective method of
safely getting food to people has
been delivery services. Here in
Somerville, Project Soup has
been leading the charge in the
delivery services, working to-
gether with Cambridge’s Food

For Free Committee.

"... old unknowns
persist and new
ones appear each
day that compli-

cate the pandemic”

The city and schools have col-
laborated as well to provide
delivery services to families
and children. Brukilacchio also
spoke about the success of the
Off Their Plate program that has
helped feed health-care workers,
the people who have truly been
on the front line throughout
this whole ordeal. She said in
Somerville alone this initiative
has delivered over 5,000 meals.

Brukilacchio
Somerville restaurants, Dad-

also

praised

dy Jones and Dark Horse, for
helping deliver food to those
in need and working with the
schools to get food out to fam-
ilies. Given how difficult the
pandemic has been on restau-
rants, they along with any oth-
ers that have been helping get
food out there certainly deserve
the community’s gratitude.
Brukilacchio also spoke about
alternatives to delivery services.
Unfortunately, sit-down meals
that tend to occur around this
time of year have not been an
option, but there have been gr-
ab-and-go events such as Come
to the Table. Hardy Meals and
Project Soup have also hosted
similar grab-and-go events.
When talking about the out-
look for the future, Brukilac-
chio said that the recovery time
will be lengthy, and that it is
difficult to truly give specifics.
Even as we approach the end of
this year, old unknowns persist
and new ones appear each day
that complicate the pandemic.
For those among the food-in-
secure population, who even
without a pandemic have tre-
mendous challenges to contend
with, the current situation will
inevitably increase the need
for support. However, Bruki-
lacchio did say that real move-
ment has been made among lo-
cal and broader government to

Ehe SomervilleTimes
a long-term basis

support this community. She
cited the City Council’s recent-
ly passed resolution to call on
Governor Baker to streamline
the process for SNAP bene-
ficiaries, and she lauded Jim
McGovern for being a long-
time advocate for food-access
activism as well. Examples like
these of governmental support

and volunteerism do bright-
en the outlook, but it requires
persistence.

For information on how you
can help this holiday season
and into the new year, please
visit somervillefoodsecurity.
org, or contact local food pan-
tries to see how you may best

donate and volunteer.

Foods & Restaurants
Best Breakfast

Best Italian Food
Best Chinese Food
Best Mexican Food
Best Portuguese Food
Best Local Deli

Best Seafood

Best Irish Pub

Best Local Bar

Best Thai Food

Best Hamburger
Best Mac & Cheese
Best Hot-Dog

Best Roast Beef Sandwich
Best Pizza

Best Bakery

Best Sub Shop

L

Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch

Best Variety and all around Restaurant

The Somerville Times

Best of Somerville 2020

Best Bar Food

Best Electrician
Best Plumber
Best Attorney
Best Teacher
Best Politician
Best City Worker
Best Receptionist

Best Bank Teller
Best Bank Employee
Best Waitstaff

Best Bartender

Best Cook

Best Caterer

Best Coffee Shop Franchise
Best Coffee Shop local

Best of Somerville Services

Best Real Estate Agent/Realtor
Best Real Estate Rental Agent

Cast your vote!

Best Barber

Best Doctor
Best Nurse
Best Coach

Best Hair Salon

Best Police Officer

Best Fire Fighter

Best Photographer

Best Somerville Historian
Best Eye Doctor

Best Orthodontist

Best Mortgage Officer
Best Somerville Artist

Best Somerville Poet

Best Somerville Writer
Best Somerville Celebrity
Best City Elected Politician
Best City Employee DPW
Best City Employee City Hall/Annex

You have until December 28 to vote for your favorite category. To cast your vote, email us at thebestofsomerville@yahoo.com
or mail in your ballot to The Somerville Times, 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144. The winners will be announced
Wednesday, January 6, 2021. If you don't see your favorite category here, simply add it to this list.

Best of Somerville Businesses
Best Somerville Bank

Best Real Estate Company

Best Insurance Agency

Best Creative Business in 2020
Best Florist

Best Laundromat

Best Liquor Store

Best Gas Station

Best Auto Body Shop

Best Tow Company

Best Law Firm

Best Pest Exterminator

Best Convenient/Neighborhood Store
Best Somerville Non Profit Agency
Best Bar For Bands

Best Newspaper

Best Idea in 2020
Worst Idea in 2020

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Best holiday wishes from all of us here at The Times.

Our View Of The Times

The holidays can be a pain for a lot of
people. It is especially difficult this year
as we all contend with the challenges that
we have dealt with lately.

But when it comes to this time of year,
the headaches should really serve as a re-
minder of the importance of why the dai-
ly routine should come to a grinding halt
sometimes for a greater spiritual good.

Many of us are rushing around trying

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

to get everything done in time for Christ-
mas. We scramble around day in and
day out, though, with every detail of our
lives so seemingly critical. What this time
of year should remind us of, however, is
that sometimes it’s OK, if not absolutely
essential, to just put the routine on hold,
take a step back and reassess what truly
matters in our lives.

Whether your family is made up of

blood relatives or the friends who are
there to celebrate your achievements with
you and comfort you in your defeats, this
is the time to simply pause, if just for a
moment, and be thankful for them. Not
everyone has money for the latest gadget,
but almost all of us at least have one thing
that matters more to us than being at
work at nine on the dot.

Whatever gifts you may receive this

Christmas, and whatever gifts you may
give, at least give yourself the gift of tak-
ing a second to breathe deeply and enjoy
whatever it is in your life that brings you
true happiness.

Carry these thoughts into the new year
and the winter months will go by much
more easily for you. Better times are com-
ing, so let's celebrate that along with our
many other blessings.

Happy birthday for the next two weeks
while we are on break: Happy birthday
to our good friend Zachary Atwell, who
is celebrating this week. Happy birthday
also to Jim Henry, a well-known man in
Somerville. A great guy as well. Happy
birthday to former East Somerville guy
Jack Basset. We wish him a great day
as well. Happy birthday to another East
Somerville guy who grew up here, Paul
Peddle. Happy birthday to Kristen
Marie Butler as well. We hope she has
a great day. Big time happy birthday to
Maria Curtatone, who is the Register of
Deeds for Middlesex County. We hope
she has a great day on her birthday. We
wish all of our Facebook friends, such as
Debbie Hurley, Erica Voolich, Natalia
Caliman, Fallon Leigh O'Brien, Caddy
Villen, Kathreen Jackson, Caroline C
Carafotes, Liz-Mary Jelinek, Richard
Murphy, Bob Cammarata, Win Win,
Bobby Martini, Christopher Kenney,
Thomas Ross, John Brady, Martha
Rheaume, Jimmy Deoliveira, Matthew
Martino and Marie Miele a very hap-
py birthday. We hope everyone has a
great day. To all the others we may have
missed, we sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.

KA KK KA KKKk K Kk kkkkkkkkkkkkx

Somerville Public Schools’
break starts Thursday. Normally, food

service stops but this year there will be

winter

two times to pick up free Grab and Go
meals, thanks to their dedicated staff.
Feel free to pick up extra meals this
Wednesday and then stop by the fol-
lowing sites and times during Winter
Break: Monday, December 28, 9:00
— 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, Decem-
ber 30, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the
East Somerville Community, Healey
School, Winter Hill Community
School and West Somerville Neigh-
borhood School. Find more informa-
tion about free food resources for fam-
ilies in Somerville at the website Food
Resources for Students and Families
| Somerville Public Schools: https://
somerville.k12.ma.us/district-de-
partments/food-nutrition-services/
food-resources-students-and-fami-
lies?fbclid=IwARO06ynr XGI-2rPEnTit-
decMBrLW]651bT01pDu6TIDKT-
jmXK6moszUMyGDs.
AXXXXX AL LA LA A AR A AR AR XA XXX KKK

In collaboration with The Beautiful
Stuff Project, the City of Somerville,
and with generous support from Cra-
dles to Crayons and individual donors,
Somerville Family Learning Collabo-

rative volunteers distribute free diapers
to Somerville families every Wednesday
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., outside
of the East Somerville Community
School, 50 Cross St., (Glen St. side) and
West Somerville Neighborhood School,
177 Powderhouse Blvd. Home deliveries
provided for emergency and quarantined
families. You can help raise awareness
and resources to address diaper need by
contributing here to The Beautiful Stuff
Project's diaper wish list, or contacting
the SPS/SFLC Volunteer Coordinator
at JCapuano@k12.somerville.ma.us to
volunteer or donate diapers.
dhEkkhkAkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkhhhkhhkhhxk
If you need assistance accessing food,
there are several resources available to
you locally. Visit the COVID-19 Help
page at https://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/covid-19-help-food-hous-
ing-and-financial-assistance to learn
more. There you will find a chart that
includes local food pantry schedules,
contact information, languages spoken
at the food pantry, and whether or not
you need to bring ID.
dhEkEkAkkkkhkhkhkhkkhhkhkhhhkhhkhhxk

Hate incidents impact victims as well
as the community. In an effort to make
reporting Hate incidents easier for the

residents of Somerville, you may now
report Hate Incidents using the SPD's
online form. Visit the Somerville Po-
lice Website under the Home tab and
submit your Hate Incident report: www.
somervillepd.com/home/

AKX KA KKK KA AKX Rk Ak dkkkkkkk

CHA Somerville Hospital offers free
testing at Assembly Row. To make an
appointment, call 617-665-2928, Mon-
day — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
The mobile COVID-19 testing unit
also offers testing in our neighborhoods.
Mobile testing schedules and more in-
formation on both can be found under
the “Symptoms, Testing, & Medical
Info” tab on somervillema.gov/covid19.
The state also operates several Stop the
Spread testing sites, including in the
nearby communities of Chelsea and
Everett. For more information, visit the
state’s website: https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/stop-the-spread.

PR R R R R R RS
There's still time for you to help by do-
nating to the Somerville Homeless Co-
alition. Your support helps reach even
more people in need. This year, they have
distributed over 33,000 bags of grocer-
ies, and expect to prevent over 200 evic-
tions by the end of the Continued on page 10
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Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

(noun) A miscellaneous

”| The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. Sherlock Holmes never said "Elementary, my dear Watson.’

lio

#7061

1. Which country is
the largest exporter of
Christmas trees?

2. The North Pole, said
to be Santa's home, is
located in which ocean?

3. How many ghosts
are there in A Christmas
Carol?

4, Which Christmas
song’s second line be-
gins with “They looked

)”:
up and saw a star”?

5. How many reindeer

are in the story Twas the
Night Before Christmas?

6. What is the sur-
name of the family in
the 1989 film National
Lampoon's Christmas
Vacation?

7. What made Frosty

come to life in the mov-
ie Frosty the Snowman?

8. In the song The
Twelve Days of Christ-
mas, how many swans
were a-swimming?

9. Where was the first
performance of The

Nutcracker ballet held?

10. Who spies on kids
and reports back to
Santa?

11. What chant is tra-
ditionally sung during
the lighting of the
Menorah?

12. What are the gifts
called that children
traditionally receive in
remembrance of the
coins made by the new
Maccabee state?

Answers on page 11

w

SUDOKU

FREE!
H
—__ Savings Include an American
Standard Right Height Toilet
FREE! ($500 Value)

merican Standma
WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

v Backed hy American Standard’s 140 years of
experience

v Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting

v Patented Quick Drain® Technology

v Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation,
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

v 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

=== 866-612-7490

Walk-In Tubs

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/spm

2. Bats always turn left when exiting a cave.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
BOARD GAMES

ACROSS

1. Dealer’s hand, in cribbage

5. Wade's opponent

8. Galsworthy's "The Forsyte

12. Nevada city

13. Prima donna

14. Weasel's cousin

15. Makes collar for RBG

16. Between the id and super-ego, pl.
17. Can be hot or cold, meteorologically
speaking

18. Real estate-related board game

20. Elvis Presley's”___
21. Preface, e.g.

and Fortune"

22. A top one is a game piece in #18
Across

23. Open carriage

26. Having a malignant influence

30. "Wheel of Fortune" request

31. Stay clear of

34. Knife wound

35. Touch of color

37. Computer network acronym

38. Awaken

39. Wet nurse

40. Castrated man

42.Yale-____ College, Singapore

43. Aircraft's additional equipment
holder

45, They're denoted in red

47. Eric Stonestreet on "Modern Fam-

ily”

48. Allergic reaction to bee sting
50. Amusing

52. Word game

55. Don McLean: "Drove my chevy to
the

56. Joie de vivre

57. Charlie Parker's nickname
59. Bake an egg

60. Knocks on the door, e.g.
61.1970s hairdo

62.Milk ____, candy

63. Swallowed

64. Reason to cram

DOWN
1. Tube in old TV

2. Paper unit

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle:

CROSSWORD

Blazing Fast

Internet!
/ADDTO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

-
0

BRING EVERYTHINE
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

l/mo
ailable

2-YEARTV PRICE
GUARANTEE

$59 190 CHANNELS
fur12Mas Including Local Channels!
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo Code:Distioo

1 '888'41 6'71 03 Offer ends 1/31/21.

Americas Top 120 Package

.........................

© StatePoint Media

3."He's Just Not That _____ You"

4. Herzegovina's partner

5. Excessive sternness

6. Convex molding

7.Candy Land difficulty level

8. Napoleon-themed game of strategy
9. Niels Bohr's study object

10. Autry or Wilder

11. Simon's former partner

13. Performed comprehensively or in-
, pl.

14. Butcher's refuse

19. Beginning of sickness

22. TV classic "Hee ___"

23. Board game island ready for settlers
24. True inner self

25. Linear particle accelerator, for short
26. Take-out handout

27. Half human-half goat, pl.

28. February "People,’ e.g.

©
(@)
N
(@)
N

w
—_

29. Game with rooks

32. Game involving Mr. Boddy's mur-
derer

33. Chewbacca's sidekick
36. a.k.a. draughts

38. Type of parallelogram
40. Liberty Tree, e.g.

41. Vacuums, e.g.

44, Extra shirt, e.g.

46. Sabbath, alt. sp.

48. Audienceis approval
49. Window treatment
50. Bloody king of Israel
51."Metamorphoses” poet
52.Serum, pl.

53.The Gameof __
54. Makes mistakes

55. Acid drug

58. Part of URL

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

nloln|>|o
Six»|r|z|—-

© StatePoint Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Answers in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Baker-Polito administration announces further
measures to stop the spread of COVID-19

On Tuesday of this week the
Baker-Polito
announced  further

Administration
restric-
tions to help stop the spread of
COVID-19 in the Common-
wealth, including new capaci-
ty and gathering limits. These
measures will go into effect on
Saturday, December 26 and will
remain in effect until noon on
January 10, 2021,

Read a summary of the restric-
tions at: https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/temporary-capaci-
ty-and-gathering-limits

Read the emergency order at:
https://www.mass.gov/doc/
covid-19-order-59/download

Capacity Limits

Effective Saturday, December
26, most industries in Massa-
chusetts will be subject to a 25%
capacity limit including:

+ Restaurants (based on permit-
ted seating capacity)

+ Close Contact Personal Ser-
vices

+ Theatres and Performance
Venues

+ Casinos

+ Office Spaces

+ Places of Worship

+ Retail Businesses

+ Driving and Flight Schools

+ Golf Facilities (for indoor
spaces)

+ Libraries

+ Lodging (for common areas)

+ Arcades and Indoor Recre-
ation Businesses
+ Fitness Centers and Health
Clubs
+ Museums, Cultural Facilities
and Guided Tours

Workers and staff will not
count towards the occupancy
count for restaurants, places of
worship, close contact personal
services, and retail businesses.

All other rules and restrictions
in each sector-specific guidance
will remain in effect.
Gatherings Limit

Effective Saturday, Decem-
ber 26, the gatherings limits
will be updated. Indoor gath-
erings will be limited to 10

people. Outdoor gatherings
will be limited to 25 people
outside.

The gatherings limit applies to
private homes, event venues and
public spaces.

Elective Surgeries

The Department of Pub-

lic Health released updated

guidance to hospitals around
nonessential, elective invasive
procedures. To preserve health
care personnel resources, ef-
fective 12:0lam on December
26, all hospitals are directed
to postpone or cancel all non-
essential inpatient elective in-
vasive procedures in order to
maintain and increase inpa-

tient capacity. Hospitals shall
make every effort to preserve
their inpatient capacity by can-
celling nonessential electives
and redeploying staff.

Patients are reminded to still
seek necessary care at their hos-
pital or from their health care
provider.

-

with these trees.

=

the first step to valuing them,” and the rationale behind a Somerville tree-themed photo exhibit
entitled R.O.0.T. (Recognizing Our Oldest Trees), now on display in the Inside-Out Gallery, the
outdoor gallery beside the Davis Square CVS, where it can be viewed safely from the sidewalk.

The exhibit was organized by a group of Somerville residents hoping to encourage viewers to
look more closely at the trees around them, to help protect and conserve these trees, and to learn
more about trees living in an urban environment. The photographs were selected not only for
their aesthetic qualities, but also to draw attention to the beauty and environmental benefits of
Somerville trees and to acknowledge the places where human activity often comes into conflict

The organizers — Somerville residents Kerrie Kemperman, Deb Pacini, Renee Scott and Melis-
sa McWhinney — have been concerned about tree losses across the city.

“The exhibit is motivated by our understanding that trees are a valuable natural resource often
thought of as expendable,” they noted.” Trees tend to be cut or removed whenever they interfere
with human goals: power lines, roads and train lines, sidewalks, housing construction... which

The organizers and photographers are:

ship from the Somerville Arts Council.

poor thing down.

are not inherently bad reasons to cut down a tree, but it is worth considering these as opportu-
nities to work around trees that are already well established in a particular spot.”

Davis Square exhibit focuses on Somerville trees

“Noticing the trees around us — on our commutes, in our yards, parks, or neighborhoods — is

The Somerville R.O.0.T. exhibit was produced with the assistance and support of the Somerville Arts Council and is on display until January 15, 2021.

“If we are good stewards, trees will live hundreds of years, cleaning the air, decreasing flooding, and cooling city air temperatures on hot summer days,” the ROOT collec-
tive noted. “Trees provide shelter and food for many types of wildlife, and grace our lives with their beauty.”

The participating artists are all Somerville residents. Their names and brief bios are below. For more information, contact somervilleroot@gmail.com or visit ROOT's

Facebook page: @SomervilleROOT.

Kerrie L. Kemperman (R.0.0.T. co-organizer), Somerville resident since 2000, is a photographer at Washington Street Art Center. She was awarded an Artist Fellow-

Deb Pacini (R.0.0.T. co-organizer), a Somerville resident since 1995, created a photo essay about the city’s largest trees at www.debpacini.net/sylvan-seniors.
Renée Scott (R.O.0.T. co-organizer) is co-founder of Green & Open Somerville and has been a Somerville resident since 1999.

Melissa McWhinney (R.0.0.T. co-organizer) has been a resident for 30 years and planted 13 trees in her small Somerville yard.

Lesley Bannatyne: As a freelance journalist who has lived in Somerville since 1998, Lesley Bannatyne has covered topics
ranging from tree ring science to relief workers in Bolivia. This is her first photography show.

Sam Engelstad has been a resident of Prospect Hill in Somerville for 22 years. He wonders what bureaucratic hiccup
enabled the unique decision to allow the sidewalk to be built around this tree, thus protecting it, instead of cutting the

Jeanine Farley is an educational writer living in Somerville. She is a hobbyist photographer, who enjoys capturing Somer-
ville’s many species of creatures. Last summer in Somerville, she photographed some Golden Northern bumblebees,
which might become extinct in a generation or two. Plant native, folks! Save our native bees.

Janine Fay, who has lived in Somerville for 40 years, loves trees, people, and photography.

Stephen Krasner: 1970s Somerville resident. Photographing since Jr. High newspaper and a few years studying with
Minor White at MIT. Capturing Somerville since moving back here a few years ago. Often focused on more abstract
images than what I've done for this exhibit. More at www.bigtoeimages.com

Betsy Lenora is a writer and photographer living in Somerville. Trees are her favorite people. Moved to Somerville in
1976, moved back to Somerville 2016 after a 20-year hiatus to Cambridge.

Special thanks to Heather Balchunas (Somerville Arts Council) for installing the exhibit.
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Community Outreach Meeting

Notice is hereby given that a Virtual Community Outreach Meeting for
a proposed Adult Use Marijuana Retail Establishment is scheduled
for Thursday, January 7th, 2021. The meeting will begin at 6:00 PM
and will include discussion about the proposed use in accordance
with M.G.L. ch. 94G and the Massachusetts Cannabis Control Com-
mission’s regulations at 935 CMR 500.000 and 935 CMR 501.000 et seq.

The Virtual Community Outreach Meeting will be available at the fol-
lowing link and phone number:

Date: January 7, 2021
Time: 6:00 PM

Link: https://www.gotomeet.me/LanceDavis/adultusecannabisappli-
cants

Phone: +1 (872) 240-3412
Access Code: 452-339-301

The proposed Adult Use Marijuana Retail Establishment for Sira Nat-
urals is anticipated to be located at 240 EIm Street, Somerville, MA
01244. Interested members of the community are encouraged to ask
questions and receive answers from company representatives about
the proposed facility and operations. Questions can be submitted in
advance of the January 7th meeting to community@siranaturals.org.
Responses to these questions will be provided at the meeting.

A copy of this notice has been published in the Somerville Times at
least fourteen (14) calendar days prior to the meeting as well as filed
with the appropriate municipal entities, including the Town Clerk. This
notice was also certified mailed at least seven (7) calendar days prior
to the meeting to all abutters within 300 feet of the property line of
the petitioner. You can view background information from the May-
or's Marijuana Advisory Committee (MAC) by visiting: https://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/programs/adult-use-marijuana-es-
tablishments. You can view project information and meeting materials
by visiting: http://Siracommunity.com/somerville.

12/23/20 The Somerville Times

NOTICE FOR (OPM) SERVICES

The Somerville Housing Authority is seeking proposals for Owner's
Project Manager (OPM) as defined in Massachusetts General Laws
c. 149, section 44A | /2 and as further defined in the provisions of the
Request for Proposal (RFP), to provide Project Management Services
for design and construction of the Water Works Il at Capen Court. The
successful OPM will demonstrate prior exemplary experience with
similar Construction Management at Rick (CM at Risk) projects.

The Water Works Il building is located on 1.405-acre portion of a
larger campus site in Somerville, at the intersection of Mystic Valley
Park way, Alewife Brook Parkway and Capen Court. The proposed
development is a rehabilitation of the existing Massachusetts Water
Resources Authority (MWRA) garage. The rehabilitation will create
21 one-bedroom units for seniors and persons with disabilities. All 21
units will be within a single three-story building and will include com-
mon areas and facilities.

Request for Proposals (RFP) Applications will be available by e-mail-
ing Travis Panzini at travisp@sha-web.org after 9:00 A.M. on Thurs-
day, December 17th, 2020.

Interested professionals should submit sealed applications at the
above office no later than 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, January 7th, 2021.
The Somerville Housing Authority reserves the right to reject any or
all applications if, in the best interest of the Somerville Housing Au-
thority would be served by doing so.

Prior to the deadline, a pre-application meeting will be held at the
Water Works Il building at 2 Capen Court, Somerville, MA on Tuesday
December 29th, 2020 at 10:00 A.M. Attendance is not mandatory but is
strongly encouraged. Questions must be presented in writing to Kevin
Bumpus, Director of Operations, at (617) 625-1 1 52 ext.321

Joseph R. Macaluso
Executive Director

12/16/20, 12/23/20 The Somerville Times

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
PROJECT: Boynton Gateway
LOCATION: 495 Columbia Street, Somerville, Massachusetts

PROPONENT: Boynton Gateway Owner, LLC (a joint venture between
an affiliate of CV Properties LLC., and a fund indirectly owned by Co-
lumbia Property Trust)

The undersigned has submitted an Environmental Notification Form
(ENF) to the Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs (EOEEA) on behalf of the Proponent. The Boynton
Gateway project (the “Project”) is subject to the Massachusetts Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (MEPA).

This will initiate review of the ENF for the Project pursuant MEPA im-
plementing regulations (301 CMR 11.05(7)). Electronic copies of the
ENF may be obtained upon request from:

Kyle Greaves

VHB/Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
99 High Street

Boston, MA 02110-2354
617-607-2988

kgreaves@vhb.com

Electronic copies of the ENF are also being sent to federal, state, and
local agencies and interested parties.

The Secretary of the EOEEA will publish notice of the ENF in the Envi-
ronmental Monitor, will receive public comments on the project for 20
days, and within approximately seven days will issue a MEPA Certif-
icate. All persons wishing to comment on the Project should write to
the Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Af-
fairs, 100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900, Boston, Massachusetts 02114,
Attention: MEPA Office, referencing the Project.

By: Kyle Greaves, AICP - VHB
(agent for the Proponent)

12/23/20 The Somerville Times

Community Outreach Meeting

Notice is hereby given that a Community Outreach Meeting for a pro-
posed Marijuana Establishment is scheduled for January 7, 2021 at
6:00pm via GoToMeeting.

You can join the meeting by going to https://www.gotomeet.me/
LanceDavis/adultusecannabisapplicants or dial (872) 240-3412 and
enter Meeting Access Code: 452-339-301.

The proposed Cannabis Retail Facility is anticipated to be located at
255 EIm St. Somerville, MA 02144.

There will be an opportunity for the public to ask questions. Questions
may also be sentin advance to info@theharvestclubs.com.

Applicantinformation can be obtained prior to the meeting by visiting:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/programs/
adult-use-marijuana-establishments

12/23/20 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF TIER Il CLASSIFICATION
620 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA
RELEASE TRACKING NUMBER 3-36047

A release of oil and/or hazardous materials has occurred at this loca-
tion, which is a disposal site as defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and the
Massachusetts Contingency Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000. To evaluate the
release, a Phase | Initial Site Investigation was performed pursuant to
310 CMR 40.0480. The site has been classified as TIER Il pursuant to
310 CMR 40.0500. On December 17, 2020, Gaseus Maximus, LLC filed a
TIER Il Classification Submittal with the Department of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP). To obtain more information on this disposal
site, please contact Geseus Maximus, LLC, ¢/o Mr. Michael 0'Don-
ovan, 3741 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144; 617-594-1452. The Tier
Classification Submittal and the disposal site file can be viewed at
MassDEP website using Release Tracking Number (RTN) 3-0036047 at
http://public.dep.state.ma.us/SearchableSites2/Search.aspx or at the
MassDEP, Northeast Regional Office, 205B Lowell Street, Wilmington,
Massachusetts 01887, 978-694-3200. Additional public involvement
opportunities are available under 310 CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 CMR

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
30 Memorial Road, Somerville,
Massachusetts 02145

Telephone (617) 625-1152

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
Web: www.sha-web.org
ADVERTISEMENT

Project Manager: Travis Panzini

The Somerville Housing Authority the Awarding Authority, invites
quotes from Flooring Vendors for Federal Elderly Buildings for the
Somerville Housing Authority in Somerville Massachusetts, in ac-
cordance with the documents prepared by SHA Modernization De-
partment

Quotes are subject M.G.L. ¢.30 § 39M & to minimum wage rates as
required by M.G.L. c.149 §826 to 27H inclusive.

The work is estimated to cost $ 49,000.00

Quote packages will be available after 9:00AM on December 17th
2020. Please email Travis Panzini at travisp@sha-web.org or Brian
Langton at brianl@sha-web.org to request a quote package.

Quotes must be received no later than 2:00PM on January 4th, 2021 by
preferred method of email to travisp@sha-web.org.

Questions should be directed to Travis Panzini at 617-625-1152 x 330
12/16/20, 12/23/20 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
IFB 21-39

The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites
sealed bids for:

Traffic Signs and Related Equipment

Bid packages for may be obtained online at https://www.somerville-
ma.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or via www.bidexpress.com
on or after Wednesday, December 23rd, 2020.

Sealed proposals will be received until Wednesday January 13th, at
1:00pm. Late bids will not be considered. The Purchasing Director re-
serves the right to reject any or all bids if, in her sole judgment, the
best interest of the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for information and
the bid package.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst

617-625-6600 x. 3400
12/23/20 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 617.666.4010 FAX: 617.628.0422

40.1404.
12/23/20 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 7

month. They could not have done this
work without your help. Donate to keep
their clients housed through the winter.
Your contributions will go directly to
providing warmth, care, and food to
those most in need. To donate visit:
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Hosted-
Donation?ApiKey=pub_3d74e456-2
be2-11e9-93d-02a640fb8062& Wid-
getld=5308416

FAXKAXKAX KA KA X KA XAk A Ak hkkx

Vaccines are coming, but keep up

COVID safety. The state recently re-
leased a timeline for when COVID-19
vaccines will be available. While this
news provides some much-needed hope,
now is not the time to relax COVID
safety measures. Although health work-
ers and persons at long-term care facili-
ties may start getting vaccines as early as
this month, the vaccine is not expected
to be available widely until April-June
2021. In the meantime, it is important
that we all continue wearing face cov-

erings (over your nose and mouth), so-
cially distancing, and keeping up other
COVID safety measures. As more in-
formation about the vaccine becomes
available, including information on
how to get it locally, we'll be sharing it
in these updates and at somervillema.
gov/covid19.
khkEkkAkhkAkAkdk kb hkkkkrhkhhkhhkkxk

Reminder: city buildings are still
closed to the public. Although city
buildings remain closed to the pub-

lic, a number of city services are still
available online or by calling 311.
Check the “City Service Status” tab
on the city's COVID-19 page for
more information.
AXEIAKAA AKX LA XX LA AKX LA A XA AR XAk

Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.
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Free at-home kids activities for the holidays

The holiday break sounds like
a magical time with fewer com-
mitments, lazy days cozying up
with hot cocoa, and quality, qui-
et time with family. But in real-
ity, cabin fever sets in and kids
complain there’s nothing to do.

Even worse, they are glued to
their screens all day long and
never get off the couch. Most
parents agree that kids are hap-
pier when they are active, but
with so many indoor activity
centers closed it can be challeng-
ing to find engaging activities
that are fun, safe, and don't re-
quire expensive equipment.

To help parents, youth sports
and learning experts at Sky-
hawks Sports Academy and
STEM recommend five fun
activities to get children ac-
tive during the holiday break.
They're easy to learn and use
objects found in most house-
holds. Bonus: there may or
may not be a STEM-learning
hidden in these activities, so
it’s a win-win.

Farthest Football Throw:

We all know a key skill for a

quarterback is to throw the foot-

ball accurately and for distance,
but even the pros fall short or
overthrow the ball. So, grab a
football and a measuring tape
and start a fun competition to
see which family member can
throw the ball the farthest. Have
each person try it 3 times and
record the results. This activi-
ty will also teach your children
math skills as they calculate the
distance between the farthest
and the shortest throws.

Glove Grip Test:

Notice how many football
players wear gloves during the
game? Its not because they're
cold, it’s because the gloves give
them a better grip while catch-
ing and passing the ball. To test
it out, gather different types of
gloves you may find around the
house: sports gloves, boxing

gloves, leather gloves, mittens,

dish cleaning gloves, or even
disposable gloves. Try passing
the football and catching it from
different distances and with dif-
ferent gloves to notice the differ-
ence in grip and accuracy when
throwing and catching,
Basketball Tower Challenge:
Make your child an engineer
for the day by making basketball

towers. All you need are a few

easy-to-find materials: newspa-
per, masking tape, and a basket-
ball. The goal is to roll up several
sections of newspaper tightly to
create poles for a scaffolding that
will be strong enough to hold the
basketball without tipping over.
This will teach children prob-
lem-solving skills and critical
thinking, In addition, it empha-
sizes the use of soft skills such as
teamwork and how to deal with
and recover from failure.
Playing Card Fitness:

This is a fun activity with sim-
ple exercises that is enjoyable
for the whole family and can be
played indoors in any size room.
All you need are a deck of cards.
To play, each participant picks a
card, and depending on the suit
and value on the card, everyone
completes the exercise. Every
suit represents a different exer-
cise like hearts = pushups, dia-
monds = jumping jacks, clubs =
sit-ups, and spades = squats; and
the value on the card represents
the rep count like number 2,9 =
2 to 9 reps, face card = 11 reps
and ace = 12 reps. To make it
more fun and a little competi-
tive, see who can complete all the
rounds first to decide a winner
or add up all the reps to see who
did the most.

Fireworks in a Jar:

This is a great project for
younger children. Take a clear
glass and fill it with equal parts
of oil and water. The oil floats to
the top because it is less dense
than water. Then add a drop of
food coloring and watch as the

drop sinks through the oil and

bursts once it hits the water.

This demonstrates that food
coloring is denser than oil be-
cause it sinks. Experiment with
different amounts of water, oil,
and food coloring, and encour-
age questions: you can always
Google the answers.

“While the holidays this year
are different than children may
be used to, we encourage families
to use it as an opportunity to get
creative and discover new activi-
ties and traditions that promote
good health,” says Ryan Cutter,
Massachusetts Area Manager
for Skyhawks Sports Academy.
“Before you know it, the holiday
break will be over, and your fam-
ily will be back to the daily grind
of work and school. We hope
these simple, yet creative activi-
ties are an opportunity to bond
and enjoy family-time during
this atypical holiday season.”

For children interested in tak-
ing STEM learning to the next
level, Skyhawks and STEM
Sports offer in-person and vit-
tual programs using sports as
the real-life application to teach
science, technology, engineering,
and math skills,
About  Skyhawks
Academy

Sports

Skyhawks Sports Academy is a
youth sports camp organization
based in Spokane, Washington.
Skyhawks was founded in Spo-
kane in 1979 as a soccer pro-
gram for children to learn sports
in a fun, safe, and non-compet-
itive environment. Skyhawks
currently offers programs in
more than 11 different sports in-
cluding Soccer, Basketball, Flag
Football, Baseball, Multi-Sport,

Tennis, Mini-Hawk, Lacrosse,

Golf, Volleyball, Cheetleading,
and Track & Field for children
ages 4-14 across North Ameri-
ca. The format of our programs
includes traditional week-long
summer day camps, year-round
after-school programs, sports
leagues, and clinics. For more
information, go to https://www.
skyhawks.com.
About STEM Sports

STEM Sports provides stan-
dards-aligned, turnkey K-8
supplemental curricula that use
various sports as the real-life ap-
plication to teach science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math
skills in classrooms, after-school
programs, and camps. Our dou-
ble-play combination of physical
activity and cognitive thinking
provides a comprehensive, in-
quiry-based educational experi-
ence and a solution for crucial

STEM literacy for students. As
a result, students develop critical
thinking, collaboration, creative
problem-solving, and leader-
ship skills that can be applied
throughout their education and
future careers.

Aligned with Next Generation
(NGSS),
Common Core State Standards
(CCSS), and National Stan-
dards for K-12 Physical Edu-

cation, our curricula will culti-

Science Standards

vate and promote participants’
STEM engagement and reten-
tion. STEM Sports provides
all of the necessary and relevant
sports equipment along with
the entire list of supplies called
for in the teacher/administer
manual and all of the items
have a long-lasting shelf life.
Learn more at www.STEMS-

4

Answers

ports.com,

1. Canada

2. The Arctic Ocean
3. Four

4. The First Noel

5. Eight

6. Griswold

8. Seven

9. The Imperial Mariin-
sky Theatre in Saint Pe-
tersburg, Russia

10. Elf on a Shelf

11. Hanerot Hallalu

12. Gelt

! 7. His hat

4
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Q&A: Can

By Corinne Lofchie

A: Yes, the eligibility rules for
MassHealth change in a couple
of important ways when people
turn 65.

The income limit goes down
when you turn 65. There are
some people who have had
MassHealth their whole life,
due to a disability, and then they
turn 65 and they are no long el-
igible, because their income is a
little too high.

The exact number often chang-
es from year to year. The Aging
Information Center at Somer-
ville-Cambridge Elder Services
provides free guidance on Mass-
Health eligibility, and I would ad-
vise residents who are turning 65
and have questions to get in touch.

The other big change is that
when you are under 65 there is
no asset limit, MassHealth does
not look at your savings — you

Historical Fact

turning 65 impact MassHealth eligibility?

can have a large bank account
or trust or things like that. But
once you turn 65, they look at
your assets. You can only have up
to $2,000 in savings, although
there are certain types of assets
that are not counted towards
this limit. That number has not
changed in along time, and there
have been efforts to increase it,
but it hasn't gone anywhere.

It can be very helpful to call the
Aging Information Center be-
fore turning 65, as there may be
some simple steps that can allow
you maintain MassHealth cov-
erage. Depending on the types
of assets a person has, we may
also refer them to an elder law
attorney for further guidance.

If someone has already lost
their MassHealth after turning
65, we may also be able to help
them to get back onto Mass-
Health, depending on their fi-

nancial situation.

CONT. FROM PG 5

We get calls from people about
this, and unfortunately, it is usu-
ally after the fact. They'll lose
their MassHealth coverage and
not know why, so theyll call
us. As with many things in life,
planning ahead and speaking to
someone before the loss of in-
surance coverage can help things
go smoother.

Corinne Lofchie, LICSW is an
Elder Care Advisor at Somer-
ville-Cambridge Elder Services
(SCES), a non-profit agency
that supports the independence
and well-being of older people in
Somerville and Cambridge. For
more information, check out the
Things to Know When Turning
65 episode of Aging Well at the
SCES Youtube Channel, or con-
tact the SCES Aging Informa-
tion Center at 617-628-2601 or
info@eldercare.org for free advice

and guidance.

SCES Elder Care Advisor Corinne Lofchie.

He

and their stories while hud-

chronicled  passengers

dled around potbelly stoves for
warmth. The thick, grey smoke
generated by the heaters creat-
ed what he described as eerie,
ghost-like images throughout
the train.

In Lowell, he saw the arduous
plight of many mill workers. He

had no trouble relating to them

because he had been forced to
work in a London blacking mill
from the age of nine to eleven to
help free his parents from debt-
or’s prison. Between the thought
of ghosts, working children,
door spikes and knockers, and
the banning of Christmas, his
train ride through Somerville
may have given Dickens food for

thought.

The next year he published
A Christmas Carol, which was
wildly successful and critically
acclaimed. It incorporated the
themes of winter ghosts, door
spikes and the social injustices of
industry. Many motion pictures
and countless other adaptations
have been based on his treasured
tale which created the phrase ...
Merry Christmas!

seen heading east on Broadway.

The Somerville Police Department is seeking any information about a vehicle involved in a Tuesday, December 22, crash. At around 7:52 a.m. a 9-year-
old boy was struck at Broadway and Walnut Street while walking his dog. He sustained minor injuries. The driver did not remain on the scene and police
are looking for information that will help identify them. The vehicle allegedly involved in the crash is described as a gold-colored passenger car and it was

Anyone with information is asked to call Officer Teves at 617-625-1600 ext. 7248 or the Station Officer at ext. 7254 or ext. 7250.

BORBY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

éﬂw @@i i
December 23

1919 — Great Britain institutes a new constitution for India.

What do you get when you cross a

Christmas tree with an iPad? A pineapple.

1921 — President Warren G. Harding frees Socialist Eugene Debs and 23 other
political prisoners.

The "Original"
All Types Vent Gleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning
Power Washing

Licensed and Insured
in Massachusetts

To advertise in
The
Somerville
Times
call

1933 — Pope Pius XI condemns the Nazi sterilization program.
1940 — Chiang Kai-shek dissolves all Communist associations in China.

1944 — General Dwight D. Eisenhower confirms the death sentence of Private
Eddie Slovik, the only American shot for desertion since the Civil War.

1947 — President Harry S Truman grants a pardon to 1,523 who had evaded

We travel all over the World War II draft.
Massachusetts A
Call tOday to find out BObble TO“EI’ 1974 — The B-1 bomber makes its first successful test flight.
i |
our weekly specials! 6 1 7'666'40 1 o 2002 - An Iraqi MiG-25 shoots down a US MQ-1 Predator drone.

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled-it doesn't matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 844-813-0213

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!l All Makes/Models
2002-2019! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Top $$$
Paid! FreeTowing! We're
Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
2002 and Newer! Any
Condition. Running or Not.
Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We're Nationwide! Call
Now: 1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

Computer & IT training
program! Train to become
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional! Grants & schol-
arships for qualified appli-
cants on certain programs.
888-449-1713 (M-F 8-6 ET)

Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI!
Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The water
is safe, and the dining is
fantastic. Walk out to the
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks
available. Sleeps 8. Email:
carolaction@aol.com for
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you
have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace
at little to no cost. Get yours
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping!
100% guaranteed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espanol

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-

674-1423

DEALING WITH WATER
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISHTV - $59.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-877-925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-964-1491

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors.The weather is increas-
ingly unpredictable. Be pre-
pared for power outages.
FREE 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule
your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-877-378-
1582 Special financing for
qualified customers.

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! Call Today for
speeds up to 2bmbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card,
terms apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the
Research & Development
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-855-380-
5976 for a Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your idea for
a free consultation.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether
you're Home or Away. For
Safety and Peace of Mind.
No LongTerm Contracts!
Free Brochure! CallToday!
1-844-892-1017

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including

a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.walk-
intubguote.com/pennysaver

Stay in your home longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including

a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-855-
481-3969 or visit www.walk-
intubguote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data, FREE

Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!
FREE Standard Installation
for lease customers! Limit-
edTime, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to
schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-855-
404-2366

DIRECTV - Every live foot-
ball game, every Sunday -
anywhere - on your favorite
device. Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-855-781-1565

110LD GUITARS WANTED!!
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN,
Etc. 1930’s to 1980's. TOP
DOLLAR PAID. CALLTOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Need IRS Relief $10K -
$125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-
378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Thinking about installing

a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-855-337-8855 today
to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/cadnet

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors. The weather is increas-
ingly unpredictable. Be pre-
pared for power outages.
FREE 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule
your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-447-
6780 Special financing for
qualified customers.

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce
your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages
and power your home. Full
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a FREE, no
obligation, quote today. Call
1-866-586-7248

DISH Network $59.99 For
190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY
$19.95/month. Call Today for
$100 Gift Card! Best Value

& Technology. FREE Instal-
lation. Call 1-855-837-9146

(some restrictions apply)

Life Alert. One press of

a button sends help fast,
24/7! At home & on the go.
Mobile Pendant w/GPS.
Free first aid kit with sub-
scription. 877-537-8817 free
brochure.

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-
796-8850

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events,
sports & on demand titles.
No contract/commitment.
1-866-825-6523

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Dish TV $59.99 190 chan-
nels + $14.95 high speed
internet. Free Install, smart
HD DVR & voice remote.
Restrictions apply. 1-833-
872-2545.

New authors wanted!

Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free
author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! 866-951-7214

Thinking about installing

a new shower? Ameri-

can Standard makes it
easy. Free design con-
sult.1-888-674-3005 today
to see how to save $1,000
on installation or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/dis-

play

HughesNet Satellite Internet
— Finally, no hard data lim-
its! CallToday for speeds up
to 25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! $75 gift card, terms
apply. 1-844-863-4478

Wesley Financial Group,
LLC timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
info package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare!
Free consult. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 844-909-
3339

Generac generators. Weath-
er is increasingly unpre-
dictable. Be prepared for
power outages. Free 7-yr
ext warranty. Schedule free
in-home assessment 1-844-
334-8353. Special financing
if qualified.

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage sys-
tem. Save money, reduce
reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your
home. Full installation
services. $0 down financ-

ing option. Request free no
obligation quote. 1-855-270-
3785

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, most
advanced debris-blocking
protection. Schedule free
estimate. 15% off Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Dental insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get
your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Protect your home w/home
security monitored by ADT.
Starting at $27.99/mo. Get
free equipment bundle
including keypad, motion
sensor, wireless door & win-
dows sensors. 833-719-1073

Hearing aids! Bogo free!
High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors.
Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 833-
669-5806

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002
and Newer. Nationwide Free
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co.
80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
supply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients establish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID, or
credit card numbers. Also
beware of ads that claim

to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that
if a credit repair company
does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not
reach Canada.
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SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

| Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, December 23

12:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Community Bulletin Board
7:30am DW In Good Shape
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Global 3000
9:30am Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am SNN Neighborhood Update
11:30am From My Heart to Yours
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
2:00pm Colores Latinos
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm DW Conflict Zone

4:30pm Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library

5:00pm Hello Neighbor
5:30pm From My Heart to Yours
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
7:00pm "The Cask of Amontillado" at VOX POP
7:30pm Sidewalks Entertainment
8:00pm LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm DW Euromaxx
9:00pm Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
10:00pm  LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Flotilla
Thursday, December 24

12:30am SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am Free Speech TV
1:30am Free Speech TV
2:00am Free Speech TV
3:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am DW Conflict Zone
7:30am DW Euromaxx
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am Hello Neighbor
10:00am The Chef's Table Series
10:30am The Chef's Table Series
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
11:30am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm The Somerville Line
1:30pm The Somerville Line

3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
4:30pm The Struggle
5:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm #AFAD
6:30pm #AFAD
7:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
8:00pm LIVE - Our View
9:00pm PABFONE Closing Day Ceremony
10:00pm Community Bulletin Board
10:30pm The World Fusion Show
11:00pm VOX POP Comedy Night
Friday, December 25

12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Part;
1:00am SCATV Secret Stas|
1:30am SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am DW Euromaxx
9:30am Strata
10:00am NASA TV
11:00am SOM ARTS
11:30am Cambridge Calendar
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Community Benefits Agreement
2:00pm Somerville Pundits

2:30pm Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library

3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Gay USA
5:00pm DW Global 3000
5:30pm What's New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Grandstanders
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
7:30pm The Somerville Labor Show
8:00pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:30pm Greater Somerville
9:00pm Fur, Fins and Feathers
10:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm Heavy Leather Music Video Show
Saturday, December 26

12:00am VOX POP Comedy Night
1:00am Free Speech TV
2:00am Free Speech TV
3:00am Free Speech TV
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am DW Focus on Europe
7:00am Effort Pour Christ

8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SMC Youth Media
9:30am Science 360
10:00am Dead Air Live
11:00am TeleGalaxie
12:00pm Somerville Storytellers
1:00pm Tele Magazine
2:00pm Reeling Review

3:00pm MA House of Representatives Formal Session

4:00pm Tele Kreyol
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm Henry Parker Presents
6:00pm Somerville Pundits
6:30pm The Somerville Labor Show
7:00pm BLOWW Show a Go Go
7:30pm Somerville Neighborhood News
8:00pm #AFAD
9:00pm Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm Heavy Leather Music Video Show
11:00pm SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm Queer Cats
Sunday, December 27

12:00am Flotilla
1:00am NASA TV
1:30am NASA TV
2:00am NASA TV
3:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am Effort Pour Christ
9:00am NAS
10:00am Tele Kreyol
11:00am  House of Representatives Formal Session
12:00pm Sidewalks Entertainment

1:00pm SOM ARTS

1:30pm SNN Neighborhood Update
2:00pm Chico and B-Man
3:00pm African Television Network
4:00pm Dedilhando a Saudade
5:00pm Gay USA
6:00pm VOX POP: Somerville Connects
6:30pm W Tomorrow Today
7:00pm Emergency Preparedness
8:00pm Dead Air Live
9:00pm Tele Magazine
10:00pm Community Lens: Somerville 5K Detour
11:00pm TUTV
11:30pm SCATV Secret Stash

12:00am Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
5:00am Free Speech TV
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am Somerville Storytellers
7:30am Going Postal
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Science 360
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am Our View
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm SOM ARTS
1:30pm Somerville Storytellers
2:00pm NASA TV
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm African Television Network
5:00pm Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
6:00pm LIVE from VOX POP
6:30pm Fur, Fins and Feathers
7:00pm Tele Galaxie
8:00pm LIVE -Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm Colores Latinos
11:00pm Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party

Tuesday, December 29

12:00am  Public Safety/Homeland Security Hearing
6:00am NASA TV
7:00am NASA TV
8:00am Democracy Now!
9:00am The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am Strata
11:00am Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
2:00pm Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm Democracy Now!
4:00pm SMC Youth Media
4:30pm Going Postal
5:00pm LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm What's New Massachusetts?
6:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm From My Heart to Yours
7:00pm The Somerville Labor Show
7:30pm LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm The World Fusion Show
10:00pm Totally Working Out
11:00pm Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm SCATV Secret Stash

Wednesday, December 23

6:30am Raising Families
7:00am  School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
7:30am Legislative Matters 12.17.20
8:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Three
8:45am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
9:00am City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
9:30am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Three
10:30am Yoga w/Janine #3
10:56am What are the Symptoms of COVID-19
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #5
11:30am School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
3:00pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
3:15pm Como Enfrentar o Novo Coronavirus
3:5Tpm Health & Hygiene PSA 2020
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #4
5:00pm City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting2019
6:30pm Finance Committee Meeting 12.14.20
7:57pm COVID 19 PSA
8:00pm In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
8:30pm Land Use Meeting 12.8.20
10:02pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
10:45pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
Thursday, December 24

12:00am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
12:1Tam City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting
2:00am Land Use Meeting 12.8.20
6:00am Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
6:30am  Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
7:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Three
7:45am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
8:00am Legislative Matters 12.17.20
8:30am City Council S g)otllght Mark Niedergang
9:00am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
9:15am In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
10:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice One
10:35am SPL Cooking 14
10:43am SPL Cooking 11
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #5
11:30am  School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
12:00pm Senior Circuit: Nutrition
12:31pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story

1:10pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020

1:30pm School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #4
4:30pm Town Hall on Race and Equity in Policing
6:00pm Raising Families

6:30pm City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting
8:00pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
8:15pm SPD Ride Along
8:30pm In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
9:00pm Arts Community Town Hall 12.8.20
10:34pm SPL Cooking 10 - Caprese Salad
10:40pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
11:00pm llluminations Tour 2019
Friday, December 25

12:00am Finance Committee Meeting 12.14.20
1:30am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
T:41am City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting
6:00am Arts Community Town Hall 12.8.20
7:40am Somerville-Medford-Tufts COVID Testing
8:30am llluminations Tour 2019
9:00am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
9:11am SPL Cooking 06
9:30am SPL Gardening w/Green City Growers
10:00am Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
10:34am SPL Cooking 12
10:41am SPL Cooking 05
10:50am Veterans' Day 2020
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #5
11:30am  City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
12:00pm City Council Meeting 12.17.20
4:06pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
5:00pm llluminations Tour 2019
5:30pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
6:04pm Serenading Seniors at Capen Court
7:00pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
7:11pm City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting
8:34pm llluminations Tour 2019
9:02pm Land Use Meeting 12.8.20
10:35pm In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
11:00pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
11:11pm SPL Gardening w/Green City Growers

Saturday, December 26

12:00am llluminations Tour 2019
12:30am School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
6:00am  ResiStat Meeting: Mental Health & Wellness
6:34am SPL Cooking 02
6:45am SPD Ride Along
7:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Four
7:45am In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
8:00am Saude Mental e Cuidados
9:00am In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
9:15am School Committee Update: Emily Ackman

10:00am Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
11:27am What are the Symptoms of COVID-19
11:30am City Council Meeting 12.17.20
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #2

4:30pm  The Blllngual Brain: Benefits of Bilingualism

6:00pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
6:15pm llluminations Tour 2019
6:45pm SPD Ride Along
7:00pm Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice One
7:35pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
8:00pm SPL Gardening w/Green City Growers
8:20pm SPL Cooking 11
8:30pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
9:04pm Serenading Seniors at Capen Court

10:00pm Letters of World War Il at Council on Aging
Sunday, December 27

12:00am Legislative Matters 12.17.20
12:30am  City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
1:00am Land Use Meeting 12.8.20
2:32am How Does COVID-19 Spread?
6:00am Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
7:30am Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
8:10am In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
9:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Three
10:00am Legislative Matters 12.17.20
10:30am  City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #5
11:30am Legislative Matters 12.17.20
12:00pm Senior Circuit: Nutrition
12:31pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
1:06pm Serenading Seniors at Capen Court
2:00pm  Letters of World War Il at Council on Aging
3:13pm Veterans' Day 2020
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #3
4:30pm Return to Italy
5:30pm Doencas Cronicas e Cuidados
7:00pm Senior Circuit: Nutrition
7:31pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
8:06pm Health & Hygiene PSA 2020
8:07pm CDC Handwashing en Espanol PSA
8:10pm In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto

Monday, December 28

1:00am Arts Community Town Hall 12.8.20
3:00am SPL Gardening w/Green City Growers
6:30am Doencas Croénicas e Cuidados
8:00am City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang

8:30am School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
9:00am In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
9:15am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
9:30am  The Bilingual Brain: Benefits of Bilingualism
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #5
11:30am llluminations Tour 2019
12:00pm School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
3:00pm Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Two
3:50pm SPL Cooking 12
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #4
4:30pm City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
5:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 12.14.20
6:30pm  School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
7:00pm Land Use Meeting 12.8.20
8:32pm City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
9:00pm In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
9:30pm SPL Gardening w/Green City Growers
9:50pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
10:30pm Veterans' Day 2020
10:36pm Letters of World War Il at Council on Aging

Tuesday, December 29

12:00am Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
12:34am Land Use Meeting 12.8.20
2:07am Como Enfrentar o Novo Coronavirus
2:45am SPD Ride Along
6:00am Return to Italy
7:00am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice One
7:35am Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Two
8:30am Legislative Matters 12.17.20
9:00am Structural Racism Panel 6.23.20
10:30am  City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
11:00am Fit 4 Life 2020 #1
11:30am Mable & Jerry - Senior Story
12:04pm Senior Circuit: Nutrition
1:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 12.14.20
2:30pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
2:45pm  SPL Cooking 08 - Nicoise Salad 06072020
2:50pm SPL Cooking 05 - Mocha Pudding Cake
3:00pm Yoga w/Janine #3
3:30pm SPD Ride Along
3:45pm In the Principal's Office - Glenda Soto
4:00pm Fit 4 Life 2020 #5
4:30pm  Letters of World War Il at Council on Aging
6:00pm Raising Families
6:30pm  School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
7:00pm Senior Circuit: Nutrition
7:31pm City Council Spotlight - Mark Niedergang
8:00pm Mable & Jerry - Senior Story

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Wed d Y, Dec h 23

7:00am El Sistema Winter Bash 2019
7:30am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
8:00am  Kennedy School K-3 Winter Concert 2019
9:00am  Healey School gr. 3-8 Winter Concert 2019
10:00am WSNS Winter Concert 2019
11:00am All-City Beginners' Winter Concert 2018
11:30am Kennedy K-3 Winter Concert 2019

12:00pm Kennedy School 4-8 Winter Concert 2019

1:00pm SHS Winter Concert 2018
2:30pm Argenziano School Winter Concert 2018
4:00pm Brown School Winter Concert 2018

5:00pmWinter Hill Community School Winter Concert

6:00pm El Sistema Winter Bash 2019
6:30pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
7:00pm Kennedy School Gr. K-3 Winter Concert
8:00pm School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
10:30pm Kennedy K-3 Winter Concert 2019

11:00pm Kennedy School 4-8 Winter Concert 2019
Thursday, December 24

12:00am SHS Winter Concert 2018
1:30am Argenziano School Winter Concert 2018
2:30am Brown School Winter Concert 2018
7:00am WSNS Winter Concert 2020
8:00am Argenziano School Winter Concert 2019
9:00am  Healey School gr. 3-8 Winter Concert 2019

10:00am Christmas Tree Lighting
11:30am City of Somerville Christmas 2020
12:00pm Brown School Winter Concert 2020
1:00pm SHS Winter Concert 2019

2:30pm All City Middle School Winter Concert 2019

3:30pm WHCIS Winter Concert 2019
5:00pm Kennedy School Gr 4-8 Winter Concert 2019
6:00pm WSNS Winter Concert 2020
7:00pm Argenziano School Winter Concert 2019
8:00pm Healey School gr. 3-8 Winter Concert 2019

9:00pm Brown School Winter Concert 2020
10:00pm SHS Winter Concert 2019
11:30pm City of Somerville Christmas 2020
Friday, December 25

12:00am Christmas Tree Lighting

1:30am All City Middle School Winter Concert 2019
2:30am WHCIS Winter Concert
7:00am All-City Middle School Winter Concert 2018

8:00am ESCS Winter Concert 2018
9:05am Argenziano School Winter Concert 2018
10:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs KIPP 12.27.18
11:30am SHS Girls Basketball vs Salem 12.27.18

1:00pmSHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown 12.28.18
2:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC 12.28.18
4:30pm Christmas Tree Lighting
6:00pm All-City Middle School Winter Concert 2018

7:00pm ESCS Winter Concert 2018
8:05pm Argenziano School Winter Concert 2018
9:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs KIPP 12.27.18
10:30pm SHS Girls Basketball vs Salem 12.27.18

Saturday, December 26

12:00amSHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown 12.28.18
1:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC 12.28.18
7:00am School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
10:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Arlington 12.27.17
12:00pmSHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown 12.27.17

1:30pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC 12.28.17
3:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Hampshire 12.28.17
4:30pm SHS Hockey vs Medford 2.12.20
6:00pm School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
9:00pm  SHS Boys' Basketball vs Arlington 12.27.17

11:00pmSHS Girls' Basketball vs Charlestown 12.27.17
Sunday, December 27

12:30am SHS Boys' Basketball vs MC 12.28.17
2:00am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Hampshire 12.28.17
3:30am SHS Hockey vs Medford 2.12.20
7:00am  SHS Girls Basketball vs Hampshire 12.27.16
8:30am SHS Boys Basketball vs Danvers 12.27.16
10:00am SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
11:30amSHS Girls Basketball v Charlestown 12.28.16

1:00pm SHS Hockey vs Latin Academy 2.15.20
2:30pm SHS Hockey vs Swampscott 2.1.20
4:00pm Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice IV
5:00pm Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice Il
6:00pm  SHS Girls Basketball vs Hampshire 12.27.16

7:30pm SHS Boys Basketball vs Danvers 12.27.16
9:00pm SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
10:30pmSHS Girls Basketball v Charlestown 12.28.16

Monday, December 28

12:00am SHS Hockey vs Latin Academy 2.15.20
1:30am SHS Hockey vs Swampscott 2.1.20
7:00am SPL Cooking - Savory Dishes
7:30am SPL Gardening - Winter Prep
8:00am SHS Construction Tour Il
9:00am SHS Alumni Tour 3.24.18
10:00am School Committee Meeting 12.21.20
12:32pm SHS Boys' Basketball 2019-20

1:00pm SHS Girls' Basketball 2019-20
1:30pm  SHS Boys Basketball vs Brighton 12.17.19
3:00pmSHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical 12.20.19

4:30pm SHS Hockey vs Mal.-Rev. Co-op 12.18.19
6:00pm SPL Cooking - Savory Dishes
6:30pm SPL Gardening - Winter Prep
7:00pm SHS Construction Tour Il
8:00pm SHS Alumni Tour 3.24.18
9:00pm School Committee Meeting 12.21.20

Tuesday, December 29

12:00am SHS Girls' Basketball 2019-20
12:30am  SHS Boys Basketball vs Brighton 12.17.19
2:00am SHS Boys Basketball vs Lynn Classical
7:00am SPL Cooking - Savory Dishes
8:00am  School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
8:30am SPL Cooking - — Sweets!
9:00am  SPL Book Talk - Susanne Althoff - 10.28.20
10:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
11:30am SHS Girls' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts
1:00pm  SHS Boys' Basketball vs Algonquin 1.25.20
3:00pm SHS Hockey vs Everett 1.15.20
4:30pm SHS Hockey vs St. Joe's Prep 2.8.20
6:00pm SPL Cooking — Savory Dishes
7:00pm  School Committee Update: Emily Ackman
7:30pm SPL Cooking — Sweets!
8:00pm  SPL Book Talk - Susanne Althoff - 10.28.20
9:00pm SHS Boys' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts '20

10:30pm SHS Girls' Basketball vs Medford @ Tufts ‘20
12:00am SHS Boys' Basketball vs Algonquin 1.25.20
2:00am SHS Hockey vs Everett 1.15.20
3:30am SHS Hockey vs St. Joe's Prep 2.8

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613
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edited by Doug Holder

This week's contributor writes: "My
name is Debbie Sue Toner and I am
a Poet. I have won 3 separate poetry
contests wherein my poems were of-
ficially published. I have been writing
poems since grade school. I truly love
writing poems for any reason. Besides
writing poetry, I enjoy spending time

with my husband, my 5 children, and
my granddaughter. I sincerely hope you enjoy reading one of
my many poems!”

A glimpse of my day

The nonstop childhood trauma lives deep within my veins
It travels everywhere inside with no decisive lanes

As it goes, it carries all my pain my agony and fears

It circles round and round again; there is no shifting gears
Some days it quiets down a bit, much to my relief

But then it rears its ugly head so that relief is brief

It only takes a little stress to activate this beast

The torture’s unbelievable; this cycle can’t be ceased

To look at me you'd never know this turmoil’s going on

I have learned to mask my panic because it's never gone
So, every day I get dressed up do my makeup and my hair
Accordingly, it seems as though I haven't got a care

Then I look into the mirror... and question... do I dare
To do what normal people do; my confidence is rare

This takes a lot of energy, but then I start to smile

I look ok, my mask is on, to fight this day in style

I push myself to go about a normal day’s routine

I beg, I plead and pray to God, that on Him, I can lean
Contemplating what I must do brings utter fear and pain
It takes the innermost of me 'til it devours my brain

So, now I must begin my day before it's passed me by

I've accepted that I'll be this way until the day I die

— Debbie Sue Toner

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

'"The Girl in the Boston Box'

by Doug Holder

by Chuck Latovich

The Girl in the Boston Box
By Chuck Latovich
435 pp. available on Amazon

Review by Off the Shelf correspondent Lee Varon

During the ongoing pandemic, many of us have
rediscovered the joy of getting lost in a good book.
Especially, for me, this means a mystery. The Girl
in the Boston Box by Cambridge writer Chuck La-
tovich is a perfect present for yourself or someone
you know.

Steeped in Boston lore and landmarks, the book
follows two apparently unrelated characters,
Mark, a 40-something gay man who works as a
tour guide driving Duck Boats for a living, and
Caitlyn, a graduate student in architectural history
at Harvard.

When the book opens, Mark’s brother, from
whom he’s been estranged for decades, has been
murdered, leaving few clues other than the mys-
terious words “Boston Box” on a scrap of paper in
his apartment. The police have contacted Mark to
identify his brother’s body, and because it seems
Mark stands to inherit a hefty sum of money his
brother left behind.

From the start, things don't go quite as planned.
Mark soon learns that other shadowy figures are
laying claim to his brother’s money. Meanwhile,
in a totally separate storyline, across the river in
Cambridge, Caitlyn is studying 19 buildings with
hidden rooms called Boston Boxes. Though some
of these rooms seem to have been used by the
Underground Railroad to hide runaway slaves in
pre-Civil War days, as Caitlyn delves further, she
uncovers dark secrets and shocking crimes involv-
ing Boston’s past.

The story of how these two strangers — Mark
and Caitlyn — eventually connect is what makes up
some of the excitement of The Girl in the Boston
Box. The book alternates with galloping suspense
between Mark and Caitlyn until their stories final-
ly converge.

As an exciting mystery, this book rates five stars,
but it's more than just a thriller. I can always tell I

THE GIRLIN
THE BOSTON BOX

"A fun'adventure®

= Jigiot Reviews

CHUCK LATOVICH

love a book when the characters stay with me long
after I've finished reading. I found this with both
characters, but especially with Mark. At the begin-
ning he's somewhat down and out. His long-term
boyfriend has dumped him. He has no family and
seemingly few friends. He lives in a shabby Brigh-
ton apartment and is clinging to his job as a Duck
Boat driver.

Yet despite this, Mark still has the ability to
laugh at himself and to hope for better times.
All in all, he’s a totally endearing character who
bumbles through Boston trying to piece togeth-
er the clues to his brother’s murder. Far from a
one-dimensional character, Mark can be at times
self-pitying, fearful, and petty, and at other times
brave, noble, and selfless. I laughed out loud many
times at his spot-on, sometimes ironic, observa-
tions of modern-day Bostonians and Cantabri-
gians. If you want to lose yourself in a truly ab-
sorbing book, pick up The Girl in the Boston Box.

You won't regret it!

The Somerville Turkey — a beloved and hated bird — was put to sleep due to his

aggressive behavior...

Somerville Turkey

that you must tame

with your small head

I spotted you
in the middle
of Somerville Ave.
staring down a Mack truck
that shudders
in its sedentary place
your fleshy,
red mottled
neck ripples
in defiance.
Your eyes show no fear
just a narrowing focus

on this goliath

and bird brain.
And don't turn away
from this townie turkey

as he trots

to peck your ass

but you know
the bird has
absolutely
no class.
Mayor Turkatone

has left us

and finally found a home.
— Doug Holder
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To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s
most widely read newspaper!

The SomervilleTimes

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

-CENTURY 21

" North East
" Len Ferrari

= Sales Associate
Cell: 781.608.5008
Office: 617.623.6600
lenferrari@c21ne.com

Cbmn';;:ré:iaiiResideﬁtial
Fully Insured

Steve Dervishian __=

78 Plymouth Road R
Malden MA 02148

centraldisposal@comcast.net &
617-967-5792
Est. 1984

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
Michael LaRosa
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200

FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net
424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Retige Lomen (14

Moénica Calvo, Realtor #
(617)605-3308

monicacalvoprestige@gmail.com

—

Jusceha LoRusso

617.686.8095

ascetiq's Gab

@

Cabes, for att occasions

n facebook.com/JusceliasCakes

facebook.com/Juscelia.Lorusso

CENTURY 21

North East

Clifton Verdieu

Sales Associate
Cell:617-230-7013
Office: 617-623-6600
699 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02144
cverideu@c21ne.com
www.c21ne.com

2 B

The official real estate company of the Boston Bruins

% Closed Wednesday
/‘ Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
4 Men & Boys Haircuts

_é

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

“Best Somerville Barber”

HOMES
N

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHillHomes.com
www.WinterHill[Homes.com

Sell your
house today!

“We’ll sell your house fast!”

==

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE
REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040

e} CENTURY 21
PP North East
Denise Cosby
' Gales Associate
Cell: 857.928.4282

Office: 617.623.6600
dcosby@c21ne.com

The Official Real Estate Company of the Boston Bruins

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

Telephone:
(617) 625-2244
(617) 625-4344

Fax:
(617) 625-4350

EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010

Martin B. Dropkin

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy
Family Law
Immigration
Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com




