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Mayor Curtatone delivers his
farewell address to the city

By Jim Clark

Inside:

Somerville Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone gave a

farewell address to the Somerville community

LT in the brand-new Somerville High School au-
- .. ditorium on Monday evening.

The night before

Christmas

Curtatone is wrapping up his ninth term as
mayor this month, handing over the reins to his
page 3 successor, Mayor-elect Katjana Ballantyne after
the first of the year.

Additional speakers, included Congresswom-

an Ayanna Pressley and City Council President
Matthew McLaughlin.
The event was originally intended to be

open to the public, but out of an abundance of

well wishes to those gathered in person and online. — Photos courtesy of Somerville GovTV ~ caution in regards to recent Continued on page 4

Somerville Kiwanis Club delivers
toys to 150 Head Start children

Over the past three days, members of the Ki-
Making over EIm wanis Club of Somerville have taken on the role
and Porter Streets as Santa’s elves, delivering wrapped toys to 150

page 5 children in Somerville and Cambridge who are
part of the CAAS Head Start Program.

The names, ages and gender of each child were

sent to the Somerville Kiwanis Club where
program chairman and head elf Jim Bowdring,
and co-chair, Jillian Bowdring, divided the list
amount amongst the member elves, who pur-
chased and wrapped toys for the children. The
toys were then brought to the Kiwanis Toy

Shop, also known as Superior Promotions,
where members divided the toys for delivery to
the children in our community.

The Somerville Kiwanis Club has provided
toys to Head Start children at Christmas for

more than twenty years. Until the onset of the

A very merry Jingle Covid 19 pandemic in 2020, the children were

Bell Run treated to a pizza party at the Holiday Inn and

page 14 Santa Clause would arrive to personally distrib- X =

ute the toys. For the past two Continued on page 10 Some of the nearly two hundred toys that were distributed to CAAS Head Start children by Kiwanis members.
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P NEWSTALK
Y

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

The publishers, staff and everyone associated with The Somer-
ville Times wish everyone a very Happy Holiday, Merry
Christmas and Happy Hanukkah, as well as a prosperous
and healthy New Year in 2022. We welcome a healthier 2022!
The Somerville Times staff is taking a small holiday vacation
beginning this week, with the next issue coming out on Janu-
ary 5,2022. Anything that comes in and is Somerville related
through that period will be posted online to our website. We
want to thank all our readers and fans for your support this
past year. Thank you for sticking with us! Don't forget, you can
go online to our website and register online for a free subscrip-
tion of the entire paper.

The City of Somerville’s 246th annual flag-raising ceremo-
ny will take place on New Year’s Day, Saturday, January 1,
2022. This celebration will begin at City Hall at 11:30 a.m.
with a procession to the Prospect Hill Monument. At the
monument, there will be a short program including Colonial
songs, light refreshments, and speeches. This annual ceremony
commemorates the raising of the nation's first oflicial flag, fea-
turing thirteen red and white horizontal stripes, atop Prospect
Hill on New Year's Day, 1776. At the time, Prospect Hill was
a key site in a string of fortifications created by Washington
and the Continental Army in their siege of British troops in
Boston during the first year of the American Revolution. For
more information about this event, please contact Director of
Historic Preservation Brandon Wilson at either bwilson@
somervillema.gov or at (617) 776-3938.

AXXXEAEEE A A A A AR AR AR XXX XXX XKKKL

Happy birthday for the next two weeks while we are on break:
Happy birthday to a good guy, Zachary Atwell, who is cele-
brating this week. We wish him a great year. Happy birthday
to Christopher Kenney. We hope he has a great day. Happy
birthday to great friend, Monica Calvo. We wish her a very
happy birthday. Happy birthday also to Jim  Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of December 22 — December 29 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND

Doy R 4z 33% 2% NWmph
I

A T e 1% 0%  NW10mph

Friday i . .

December 24 Partly Cloudy 40°/32 1% 6% WNW 6 mph

2:?;:3}"” L, FRain 4°[31° 50% 39%  SW10mph

Sunday oo . .

December 26 Partly Cloudy 36°/22 15% 1%  WNW13mph

'z\yn:::,:‘zerzy Sunny 33°/25° T 3% WNW 11 mph

Tuesday s . .

December 28 Partly Cloudy 40°/30 20% 1% WNW 9 mph

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Somerville sets out to combat road
‘un-safety’

Alex M says:

As a daily cyclist and occasional driver in Somerville, I feel these new developments are, for the
most part, a mistake. The separate bike lanes send bikes through the gutter, with debris, large
puddles, poor pavement and ice, which are not present in the main travel lanes. When the lanes
send cyclists onto the sidewalk, the pavement is also poor compared to the main road, and the
cyclists now must run the gauntlet of oblivious pedestrians. I had too many close calls on these
lanes, and now boycott them for my own safety. Bikes should be kept with cars, not pedestrians.
Car traffic through the city has slowed to a crawl due to the lane reductions and extra pedestrian
and right-turn phases being added to traffic lights.

While there are some good improvements, such as the back-in angled parking and pedestrian
islands, I'd rather see things like awareness, signalling, eye contact, and on-road communication
promoted, rather than completely trying to remove the human element in favor of ever-increas-

ing regimentation,

Dan S says:

Thx for the article! I'm an avid walker, often with my kids. I drive too, for local trips across town.
My biggest fears as a pedestrian are drivers running red lights, not stopping at crosswalks, and
not fully stopping at stop signs. All of these are violations that can easily be enforced including
through automated ticketing. Why doesn't the city implement such ticketing? For every hour of
walking I can easily spot 8+ driving violations. Drivers need more enforcement and motivation

to learn to respect the right of way of pedestrians. Driving is a privilege not a right!

Response to: Mayor-elect Katjana Ballantyne gathers
advocates and professionals for Advisory Committee
NickyStiles says:

Where is the advocate/adviser for THE MOST pressing issue affecting all citizens WITHIN
the city. RATS.

Yet another poster says:

These are my “thought leaders”? Good to know. I always wondered where all these platitudes

originated.

TheoNa says:

Missing are advisors for homeowners, motorists and taxpayers.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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Life in the §MilY by Jimmy Del Ponte

The night before Christmas

“Twas the night be-
fore Christmas and
all through the Ville

There’s houses
decorated on all sev-

en hills
The bike lanes
keep growing the

cyclists love it

While car and truck drivers were told
they can shove it

Those speed humps will do your shocks
in so go slow

No texting while driving this we all
know

We have a new mayor she beat all the
rest

Good luck Madam mayor we wish you
the best!

I jacked up the furnace to warm up the
chill

And I dreaded another great big water bill

The Smoke Shop in Davis alas is no
more

Just like Highland Shoe that used to be
next door

They're building more housing and a
hotel have you seen?

Across from where The Embassy
Lounge used to be

Streets decorated with white plastic

pain

But they just want us drivers to stay in
our lane

The new high schools done we needed
it but

The razing of the old one puts a pain in
the gut

From Medford Street just passed where
The Paddock used to be

The door of to the auditorium is a sad
sight to see

For Christmas how great of a gift it
would be

For Santa to bring us 1983

So, some of our family and friends who
have passed

Could join us at Christmas for memo-
ries and laughs

If everyone came back to life for one
night

That would be quite a gift, it would be
out of sight

And our dear old friend Santa who nev-
er forgets

Would also bring back all our dear part-
ed pets.

We've lost friends and family from
Covid’s rath

So, get vaccinated and please wear a
mask

The Green line extensions are almost

stakes here
It looks kinda like a big birthday cake I can’t wait to see the new Union and God bless our city! The future looks Merry Christmas to all and to all a
At first all those changes seemed like a  Ball Square bright! goodnight.

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY-

AT AMERICAN FLATBREAD - c5":)MLR'\ lLL!:.

. Vel

O'Donovan Law Office
741 Broadway

Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

.

Specializing in:

o Zahing/Permitting

OUR FUL\. MENU IS AVA!LABL(’L

WITH A VARIETY Of DIFFERENT OPTIONS
TO SUIT ALL Of YOUR PARTY NEEDRS

> PERFECT FOR YOU AND 20-100 GUESTS

COMPANY OUTINGS * HOLIDAY PARTIES * NETWORKING
TEAM BUILRING * RENEARSAL RDINNERS * AND MORE!

i, S

e Real Estate

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

U Estate Planmng/Wllls
& Trusts

THE PACKAGE INCLUDES: BOWLING HOURS: RESTAURANT HOURS:
= Two-hour time rental Sunday - Wednesday Monday - Sunday
« Partial or full lane rentals 10am-10pm 11:30am -10pm

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

» Bowling shoerentals
» Lane side server

Thursday - Saturday
10am - Midnight ©)

$200 deposit required (Refund offered 14 days prior to date non refundable within 10 days) 20% gratuity added.

AMERICAN

E=FLATBREAD

45 Day Street = Somerville, MA 02144« (617) 776-0552 www.americanflatbread.com
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Somerville Police officers were
dispatched to the Polo store at
Assembly Row last week on re-
ports of a larceny.

Upon arrival, the officers were
told that a man entered the store
at approximately 10:12 a.m. and
stole two coats, totaling $846.

When speaking to the store
employees, they said that the in-

Street sale stopped short

dividual took off in the direction
of the MBTA station on Foley
St. Police dispatch notified the

Transit Police as well.

The officers spoke with the
store manager, who said the sus-
pect had stolen from the store
recently in the past. She believed
that he had been involved in
multiple thefts in the past week,

totaling over $10,000 in stolen
merchandise.

The manager informed the
officers that she had video evi-
dence of only one of the previ-
ous larcenies committed by the
suspect.

Shortly thereafter, police dis-
patch updated the officers that
the Transit Police had the sus-

pect, later identified as Jasard
Hardmond, held at Downtown
Crossing in Boston, where
Hardmond was allegedly at-
tempting to sell the stolen items.
According to reports, Hard-
mond had pliers and the rem-
nants of theft detection devic-
es that had been apparently

removed from the stolen mer-

The SomervilleTimes

chandise on his person.

Hardmond had several other
items from Adidas in his pos-
session with no receipts and the
tags still attached to them.

Hardmond was booked on
charges of larceny under $1200,
removal of theft prevention de-
vice, and possession of a burglar-
ious instrument.

Crime Tip HOtIine: 61 7'776'7210 Somerville Safe!

Help Keep

Arrests:

Jasard Hardmon, Decem-

of theft prevention device, and
possession of a burglarious in-

p.m., arrested at Washington
St. on warrant charges of as-

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

and battery, and threat to
commit a crime.

larceny under $1200, and on
warrant charges of shoplift-

Text A Tip

Text a Tip to the SPD from anywherel!

* Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply text the phone number “TIP411" ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” at
the beginning of your text message. If your message requires an emergency

response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

ber 14, 10:22 a.m., arrested at Strument. sault and battery on ambu-  George Pirpiris, Decem- ing over $250 by asportation
Assembly Row on charges of Robert Morales, of Bridge- lance personnel, assault with ber 18, 4:57 p.m., arrested at and assault with a dangerous
larceny under $1200, removal ~Water, December 17, 3:28 a dangerous weapon, assault Washington St. on a charge of weapon.

* 100% completely anonymous © Easy and secure

Powered by:

411

Mayor Curtatone delivers his farewell address to the city con rromec:

upticks in the numbers of
COVID-19

the emergence of the Omicron

infections and
variant throughout the region,
it was changed to a virtual
event broadcast online. A lim-
ited number of attendees were
allowed to participate as mem-
bers of the audience.

City Council President Mat-
thew McLaughlin opened the
event with remarks praising the
outgoing mayor's record of ac-
complishments, while also shat-
ing personal recollections of his
past history with the mayor.

"We're here to bid not good-
bye, but see you later to May-
or Joe, who will remain in this
community and continue to
contribute,” McLaughlin began
his remarks. "But it's a fond
farewell for his 20-year tenure
as mayor in this city."

"I'm happy to be here, because
my relationship with Joe goes
way back, more than 20 years to
my time when I played football
for the Somerville High football
team,” McLaughlin continued.
"And I remember Joe very well
back then and he says he re-
members me very well, but I'm
pretty sure he's thinking about
my brother Danny."

McLaughlin went on to cite
the many accomplishments of
the mayor, including his efforts
to revitalize Assembly Square
and Davis Square, of his helping
to make the Green Line Exten-
sion into the city a reality, and
the construction of the new high
school facilities.

The

how much he admired Cur-

councilor emphasized
tatone's decisiveness and his
ability to make the hard choic-
es and stick with them, partic-
ularly when dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"It was great to have somebody
in a leadership position who was
willing to make decisions,” Mc-
Laughlin said. "And that's not
something you find in all leaders.
So that's definitely his defining
characteristic.'

McLaughlin cited other admi-
rable policy decisions by Curta-
tone, and then introduced Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley,
who shared her thoughts about
the mayor.

Pressley echoed McLaughlin's
praise of the mayor. "Whenever
I'm looking to offer an example
of a North Star that we should
be following, and to call out a
pacesetter, whether it's on hous-

ing justice or racial justice and
facial recognition technology,
or disrupting the school of con-
finement pathway, climate jus-
tice,' Pressley remarked. "You
know, I have had colleagues
ask me 'Do you represent any
community other than Somer-
ville?" because every example I
have provided has been about
the pace setting, a visionary ex-
ample of Somerville."

Pressley credited Mayor Cur-
tatone with the vision and stew-
ardship that has made these and
many other things possible.

The mayor took the stage and
promptly stepped out from be-
hind the podium to deliver his
unscripted remarks more direct-
ly to the assembled audience.

"I said to my team 'T can't do
a speech tonight.” the may-
or began. "I've given a lot of
speeches this time of year for
a long time. Whether as a
member of the Board of Al-
dermen or as a mayor during
inauguration. I wanted noth-
ing between myself all of you
and the community watching.'

The mayor thanked the com-
munity for watching out for
one another in these unprece-
dented times.

City Council President Matthew McLaughlin (L) and Congresswoman Ayanna
Pressley (R) shared their thoughts about Mayor Curtatone at the farewell event.

"I know we're all done with
COVID, it is not done with us,’
said Curtatone. "I ask us all to
continue to check on each oth-
er. Wear masks where appro-
priate. Get tested. Get vacci-
nated. 99 souls in this city have
passed on. we will be approach-
ing 20,000 in Massachusetts,
800,000+ in the nation and 5
million worldwide."

The mayor thanked the mem-
bers of his family for all their
support. He also thanked those
in his administration and others
who he felt taught him how to
best serve the community.

"Leadership is about listening,’
the mayor said. "It's about hav-

ing empathy. It's about accept-
ing one's opposing view — they
don't agree with your decisions
about the pandemic, or perhaps
they want us to do things more,
to fight for affordable housing
faster than we're doing it — with
grace, as Dr. King would say."

The mayor wrapped up his talk
by saying, "I wish you all safe,
happy holidays, and pray that
the new year brings a promise of
a better future for everyone.'

A video of the entire event is
available on our website (www.
and
on the city's YouTube channel

thesomervilletimes.com)

at  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=V4vLyIM6dKM.
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Building development on Elm St.
and Porter St. explored

By Eileen Qiu

New retail spaces, restaurants
and other commercial spaces are
all on the table for a residential
and commercial development on
Elm St. and Porter St.

Earlier in October, the Urban
Design Commission hosted a
meeting and heard Mouhab
Rizkallah lay out his plans for
a development on Elm St. and
Porter St.

No votes were cast at the meet-
ing, but Rizkallah presented his
updated plans at a neighbor-
hood meeting hosted by Ward 5
Councilor Mark Niedergang on
Tuesday, December 14,

Hosting a neighborhood meet-
ing provides the applicant with
an opportunity to engage with
the public, Sarah White, Senior
Planner from the Office of Stra-
tegic Planning and Community
Development said.

Rizkallah estimated the frame
of the structure would take a
couple of months to establish
and he would have to scaffold
the sidewalk for a couple of
weeks. The noise from construc-
tion should die down once the
frame is finished, he said.

The new designs would make
three different buildings look
like one cohesive structure with
outdoor space and room for
five commercial properties, Riz-
kallah said. The housing units
would have large bedrooms with
connecting bathrooms.

Not a lot of small retailers
do well in the area since Porter
Square is down the street, Riz-
kallah said. He wanted input
from the neighborhood con-
cerning what commercial retail-
ers they would like to see.

Niedergang said restaurants
might be nice, not during the
pandemic, but when people can
eat out without fear again.

Rizkallah said he would love
to add more affordable housing
spaces but was confronted by
systemic hoops. If a develop-
er puts in plans for affordable
housing, the process for de-
velopment is supposed to get
expedited, he said. However,
it took six months for him to
get a reply about his plans. The
building he is developing does
not fit into the city’s interpre-
tation of what a three-unit
building is.

Ultimately, the project would

be pushed forward and the next
steps would be for the Planning
and Zoning boards to attach
conditions, Niedergang said.

Something the Planning Board
takes very seriously and some-
thing they will spend a lot of
time considering are what con-
ditions can be attached to the
site, White said.

For instance, the Board cannot

impose conditions that are not
rational or proportional to the
design. It would not make sense
to impose 3000 square feet of
landscaping on Gilman Square,
she said.

“I think everyone in this zoom
room and everyone in the city
would like to see more housing,”
Rizkallah said. He found him-

self getting “tossed around” at

— Photo courtesy of Google Street Maps

the Urban Design Commission
meeting, and his projects are get-
ting held up, he said.

The next step would be for
Rizkallah to submit a final pack-
age for the Planning Board to
review, White said. She said she
understands staff might be on
vacation, and gave a tentative
time of next February to roll the
project along.

Pudding

Panettone Bread

Dorothy/s Comer

2 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 tsp freshly ground nutmeg

Pinch of salt

Leftover panettone from Christmas
week? Here's a great recipe I came up
with that can be used for part of your
brunch menu on Christmas morning
or New Year’s Day.

You can even mix up everything
the night before and allow it to soak
overnight in the refrigerator and just
place it in the oven first thing in the
morning,

I like to serve this bread pudding
with créme anglaise. You can make
your own créme anglaise, but I found
it much easier to purchase my favorite
vanilla ice cream and let it melt down.
That sure beats purchasing all the in-
gredients and having to cook down
the cream, eggs, sugar and vanilla ex-
tract!

1-1/2 Ibs. panettone
6 large eggs

3 cups milk

1/3 cup sugar

1 tsp. vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Slice
the panettone into about 1" slices
and place on a baking sheet or two,
making sure they are placed in a sin-
gle layer. Place in the oven for a total
of 15 minutes.

At the 10-minute mark, turn all the
bread over and bake for an additional
five minutes until the bread is lightly
toasted. Butter a 9"x13" baking dish
and set aside. In a medium bowl, beat
the eggs, add the milk, sugar, vanil-
la, cinnamon, nutmeg and salt and
blend well.

Once the bread is toasted, lay a row
of bread into the baking dish, then
pour some of the custard mixture
over the toast, pressing down each
layer, allowing for the bread to soak
up the custard.

Alternate until all the bread and cus-
tard are in the dish. Place the baking
dish onto a baking sheet. This will

make it easier to place into the oven

and keep your oven clean in case some

of the custard spills over. Cover the
baking dish with foil and place in the
over for 30 minutes.

Remove foil and bake for an ad-
ditional 15-20 minutes, until the

custard is set. Check by pressing in
the center of the dish, it should be

firm. Let cool for at least an hour.
Serve in a small bowl and top with
créme anglaise. Garnish with toast-
ed sliced almonds. Yields approxi-
mately 12 servings.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Some hopes and wishes for 2022 and beyond

By Ken Brociner

May the coming year (or two)
be the last ones in which this
damn pandemic hangs over the
entire world like a never-ending
plague. I hope that in the next
few years, enough effective vac-
cines and boosters will be avail-
able to everyone, in every nation,
on this small planet of ours.

I also hope that the gov'ts and
the people of the United States,
Russia, and China will wake up
and bring a halt to the insane
3-way nuclear arms race that, un-
less it is stopped, will once again
bring the world dangerously close
to a cataclysmic end-game. What
climate change can/will do over
the course of the next several de-
cades, a nuclear war can “achieve”
in a single afternoon!

And

change, I hope that somehow,

speaking of climate
some way, the industrialized na-
tions of the world will finally get
serious about reversing the en-
vironmental destruction of our
planet. But since they don't seem
to be willing or able to do what
obviously needs to be done, its
up to all of us, in every country,
to keep on pressuring the world’s
leading polluters to change their
ways before it is too late.

I also hope that 2022 will
bring greater progress towards
the UN. goal of ending what
is called ‘extreme poverty” by
2030. After that goal is reached,

I hope that the U.N's more am-
bitious pledge “to implement
programmes and policies to end
poverty in all its dimensions”
can be achieved in the not so
distant future. Given the ob-
scene amount of money that is
controlled by a small number
of people and corporations
the world over, along with the
equally obscene trillions of
dollars spent on the weapons
of war, ending all poverty in
our world is not only a moral
imperative, but it needs to be
seen as a goal that really can
be achieved if enough politi-
cal pressure can be mobilized
against the powers that be.
Another hope I have for 2022
is that a lot more Americans
than is presently the case wake
up and realize than our de-
mocracy is in serious danger of
being ripped to shreds by the
Trump dominated Republican
Party. Republicans all over the
country are now openly plan-
ning to make sure that Trump
and his

will be declared the winners

favored candidates

of elections to the presidency,
congress, and many key state
and local offices regardless of
whether they actually receive
more votes than their oppo-
nents. The fix is in and it’s
up to the American people to
stand up and fight like hell to
save our country and our de-
mocracy! We are in a Code
Red emergency. If you believe
in free elections and the other
basic freedoms in our consti-
tutional system of checks and
balances, now is the time to
get active, to rejoin “the resis-
tance” and do what we can to
stop Trump from pulling off
the “legal” coup he and his col-

laborators are in the process of
planning.

And then there is Somerville.
We are only a tiny speck on the
map of the United States, let
alone on a map of the world. But
81,000 or so of us live here, each
with our own hopes and dreams
for the next year and beyond.

Here are some of mine: I hope
and trust that our city will con-
tinue to thrive as it has for the
last 18 years under the leader-
ship of Mayor Joe Curtatone. As
for “Mayor Joe” himself, I hope
that he will enjoy a happy and
healthy new year. I wish him all
the best in his future ventures
and hope that he will be able
to enjoy more down time with
his family and friends now that
he won't be working around the
clock, day in and day out. Joe
Curtatone put his heart and
soul into serving our community
— especially during the ongoing
pandemic, and he deserves a big
“thank you” from all of us.

Naturally, I also wish the best
for our incoming mayor, Katja‘
na Ballantyne. As anyone who
has had any contact with Kat-
jana over the years will attest,
our next mayor is a warm and
caring human being as well as
the kind of public servant who
is totally dedicated to doing her
best to improve the lives of the
people in our community. A
happy and health new year to
you, Madame Mayor-elect.

I also want to wish a happy and
healthy new year to the outgoing
members of our City Council
and School Committee. Mary Jo
Rossetti, Bill White, and Mark
Niedergang are all stepping
down after serving many years
on the City Council with hon-
or and distinction. Mary Jo had

been a member of the School
Committee for 14 years be-
fore serving 8 years on the City
Council. Mark served 8 years
on the School Committee and
then 8 more years on the Coun-
cil. And Bill White served 20
years on the City Council. Car-
rie Normand will be leaving the
School Committee after 8 years
of dedicated service to the com-
munity — especially to the all the
kids in our schools. We all owe
four of them a big debt of grat-
itude for all the time and ener-
gy they have sacrificed to make
Somerville a better place to live
work, play, and go to school. The
same goes for all of the people
who will be serving on the City
Council and School Committee
in 2022 and 23.

There are so many other less-
er-known people in our commu-
nity who Id like to wish a hap-
py and healthy new year to. All
of them deserve our thanks for
making Somerville a better, safer,
and more convenient place to live.

In no particular order: our
city’s teachers, administrators,
paraprofessionals, nurses, secu-
rity staff, custodians, and cafe-
teria workers; our police officers
and firefighters, our crossing
guards, all of the doctors and
nurses who work at the Somer-
ville Hospital and in the many
other medical offices around
town, all of the people who work
in the mayor’s office and related
city offices, all of the 311 opera-
tors, and the staff at all three of
our public libraries, the people
who work at the polls at every
election, everyone who works at
the DPW or come around once
a week to pick up the trash and
empties the recycling bins, all of
the people who work at Market

Basket, Stop and Shop, CVS,
and all of the other stores —
large and small, all of the people
who work in restaurants, piz-
za and sub shops, cafes, coffee
shops and convenience stores,
all of the barbers and hair styl-
ists, all of the people who work
in Somerville's many non-profit
organizations, all of the paint-
ers and the people who work on
construction projects, all of the
artists and musicians, all of the
people who get up so eatly to
deliver our newspapers, and the
people who drive the UPS and
Amazon trucks to deliver what-
ever it is that we ordered online,
all of the people who work in the
post office, at our gas stations
and car washes, all of the peo-
ple who volunteer their time to
coach youth soccer, little league
baseball, and other sports and
the people who sponsor those
teams so that they have fields to
play on and uniforms to wear,
and to everyone who has slipped
my mind at the moment — my
sincere apologies.

All of them and all of us make
Somerville what it is today: a
city with more than its share
of problems, but more impor-
tantly, a community of 81,000
people who are doing their best
to lead happy and productive
lives while also doing what they
can to make Somerville a better
place for everyone who lives or
works here.

Happy New Year, Somerville!

Ken Brociner has lived in
Somerville since 1975. His es-
says, columns, and reviews have
appeared in Dissent, In These
Times, the Boston Phoenix, and
the Somerville Journal, among
other publications.

Another Somerville crash shows cost
of state's inaction on traffic safety

On December 6, Livable Streets
hosted Jamey Tesler, Secretary
of Transportation and CEO of
the Massachusetts Department
of Transportation (MassDOT)
to discuss MassDOT'’s efforts
to make streets safer for people.
“Tell us where to put the cone;
one cone can make a huge dif-
ference to safety,” Tesler said,
referring to separating people
from cars.

Tragically, as he spoke, a mo-

torist struck a pedestrian on
Mystic Avenue in Somerville
and fled the scene. Consistent
with the rampant speeding here,
the pedestrian was hospitalized
with serious injuries.

Mystic Avenue is a state road
MassDOT’s  jurisdic-
tion and, together with Mass-
DOT-controlled McGrath
Highway, comprises Somer-
villes “Corridor of Death.” It
was recently the site of three

under

pedestrian deaths in less than
two years. Families and chil-
dren live here, under the shadow,
noise, pollution, and danger of
I-93 and its deadly ramps. Over
700 crashes have occurred on
Somerville's stretch of Mystic
Ave since 2010, and a similar
number on perpendicular Mec-
Grath Highway. A driver hits a
vulnerable road user here rough-
ly every two months. This latest
crash occurred at the same inter-

section where a pedestrian died
after a hit-and-run in 2019.

The people of Somerville feel
the reverberations of incessant
traffic violence. These crashes
maim. They end lives. They are
grim in their own right, but all
the more so because they are
preventable. After the last death
in April, the Somerville Alliance
for Safe Streets (SASS) held a
Highway Justice rally and de-
manded MassDOT

improve

protections for vulnerable road
users. SASS and the broader
Somerville community spoke
up at MassDOT’s Capital In-
vestment Meeting and board
meeting. SASS and elected of-
ficials met with MassDOT of-
ficials repeatedly. And in June,
MassDOT agreed to several of
our demands for traffic calm-
ing. Some changes they made
immediately, such as installing

a signaled Continued on page 9

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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COMMENTARY

Best holiday wishes from all of us here at The Times.

Our View Of The Times

And now the shopping is mostly done,
the presents are (hopefully) wrapped, and
the plans for the big day have been made.
Now is the time to slow down, relax and
enjoy the holiday and all the finer things
that come with it.

Being with family, friends and loved
ones and sharing the warmth of the occa-
sion is unquestionably at or near the top
of the list of things we enjoy most at this

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

time of year.

Whatever faith one may adhere to, we
can all agree that the spirit of the moment
can be meaningful to one and all. Kind-
ness, charity and camaraderie are ideals
that we particularly embrace at this time,
and wish to uphold throughout the year.
If we can be firm enough in our convic-
tions to see that through, then our world
will be a better place for us all to share.

Let us enjoy this holiday season to the
fullest. Exchange our gifts, hug our loved
ones, catch up on our big dramatic doings
in life, and all the rest. But let us also give
a little thought to extending that warmth
and sense of solidarity into the year to
come, no matter how contentious and
troubling the times may be.

We may certainly face adversity from
time to time, but we can carry that spir-

it of tolerance and magnanimity within
ourselves as we deal with it. We are only
human, and often fall short of it. But it is
well worth the effort to try.

Also, everyone still needs to follow safe
and responsible health practices, not only
for ourselves but also for anyone who we
may encounter at this time. This could be
the greatest gift of all to share.

We wish the best for you and yours.

Henry, a well-known man in Somerville
and a great guy as well. Happy birthday to
Kristen Marie Butler as well. We hope
she has a great day. Happy birthday to
Maria Curtatone, who is the Register of
Deeds for Middlesex County. We hope
she has a great day on her birthday. We
wish all of our Facebook friends, such as
Debbie Hurley, Erica Voolich, Natalia
Caliman, Fallon Leigh O'Brien, Caddy
Villen, Bobby Martini, Thomas Ross,
Joe Bear, John Brady, Martha Rheau-
me, Jimmy Deoliveira and Jon Curtis a
very happy birthday. We hope everyone
has a great day. To all the others we may
have missed, we sincerely wish them the
very best of birthdays.
ER R R R R R R TR R R R R R R R R R R

The COVID-19 Remembrance Cere-
mony scheduled for Saturday, Decem-
ber 18, was postponed because of the
weather forecast. This event will be re-
scheduled sometime in the spring when
warmer weather will allow more resi-
dents to participate. An announcement
will be made when a new date is selected.
Create a memory to honor those we have
lost. Participate by sending us a message,
testaments, song, poem, or uplifting
quotes to: imenjivar@somervillema.gov

KA KK KA KKKk K Kk kkkkkkkkkkkkx

The Somerville Arts Space Risk As-
sessment analyzes the impact of devel-
opment pressure on arts organizations
across the city and makes recommenda-
tions for how to protect art spaces and
support the creative economy. Join them
on January 19 at 6:30 p.m. to learn more
about our Somerville Arts Space Risk
Assessment work. Hear about policy
recommendations to support Somet-
ville arts spaces. Please spread the word
and invite colleagues and fellow artists.
Register now for this online meeting:
https://bit.ly/somerville-art-space
RSVP to our Facebook event page for
updates and reminders. In this public
meeting we will learn more about the
Somerville Arts Council work this year
concerning arts spaces, zoning and plan-
ning. As a community let's get ready for
the New Year to roll out these policies
and initiatives. There will be a Q and A
and break out rooms to discuss topics
and ask questions.
Kk EkEkhkkhkkhhkkhkhkkhkhkhhkkhhkkhhkkk

The City of Somerville invites Somet-
ville residents, workers, and visitors to
complete a survey to inform citywide
parking policies. This survey will pro-
vide vital insights into existing travel
patterns and public priorities for park-

ing management and curbside space.
It is one component of the Citywide
Parking and Curb-Use Study, a mul-
tipronged effort to collect data and
develop recommendations to make
Somerville’s parking system work more
equitably, efliciently, and consistently
for residents, businesses, and visitors.
Responses will be accepted through
January 14, 2022. The survey is avail-
able in multiple languages at somervil-
lema.gov/parkingstudy.
FAAXXXXXXXXXE AR ARk hkkkkkxx

Join LoVeSeXy for a very special inti-
mate brunch show. On Sunday, January
9, 12:00 — 3:00 p.m. at Premiere On
Broadway, 517 Broadway Somerville.
Advance tickets on sale now at: www.
premiereonbroadway.com.LoVeSeXy
is New England's premier tribute 2 the
music of Prince.

KA KK KA KKK A KKk kkkkkkkkkkkkkx

The Best of Somerville 2021 will be
in the January 5, 2022, edition of the
paper. There's still time to cast your
vote for the best. Email us at news@
thesomervilletimes.com for who and
what you think is the best. We're look-
ing for the Best Idea of 2021 here in
the city. If you have one youd like to
suggest, let us know.

KA KKK A KKK KA X Kk kdkkkkkkk

Elfland was started by a local 8-year-
old boy and some elves. Organically
grown in an empty lot at the corner of
Summer and School Streets, it epito-
mizes the creativity of Somerville res-
idents. Poised for possible future evic-
tion, the Somerville Museum offered
part of their front garden to house the
tiny buildings and sites over the win-
ter months. Stop by the Museum, One
Westwood Road, Somerville to see the
Elfland “archeological site” grow.
AXXXXXA AL AL A AR AR AR AR A XXX XXXk
Violet Gates, a freshman at Somer-
ville High School, will represent the
Somerville High School Band at the
Massachusetts Music Educators East-
ern District Senior Band Festival as a
second clarinetist, 6th chair. The festival
will be held January 7 — 8, 2022. Be-
cause of her score, Violet is also invited
to audition for the Massachusetts All-
State Band this school year.
KAk Ehkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkhhkkhhkkrhhkkk

The fifth annual competition for Com-
munity Curators deadline is coming up.
All applications are due by Thursday,
December 30. The Somerville Muse-
um welcomes proposals and encourages
applicants to visit both  Continued on page 14
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”| The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. A shark can detect one part of blood in 100 million parts of water.
2. There is no solid proof of who built the Taj Mahal.

lio

Olio - (noun) A miscellaneous # 8 0 8
mixture, hodgepodge
1. In the movie Its a day for Christmas?
Wonderful Life, why is
George ineligible for 7. Eggnog was first
service in World War introduced by which
112 country?

2. According to The
Guinness Book of World
Records, how big is the

world's largest snow-

flake?

3. How old was Brenda
Lee when she record-
ed Rockin' Around the
Christmas Tree?

4, Where is the world's
largest outdoor skating
rink?

5. What country is
credited with starting
the Christmas tree
tradition?

6. Which President

8. Which Christmas
song is based on a poem
by Christina Rossetti?

9. The self-extending
composition called
Longplayer which began
at midnight, January 1,
2000, is it planned to

end when?

10. From what Roman
god does the month of

January get its name?

11. What is the irratio-

nal fear of snow called?

12. On what calendar
is the Chinese New
Year based?

! declared a national holi-

SUDOKU

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR

el 1L} promo code N7017

1 855-208 9533

12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

Answers on page 12 ﬂ

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

le. Onboard Cr

1p to $299 in taxes & fees. Single

A
oy Ay v Consulotfor dets.

D/ lkean Vlewaliﬂlcaﬂy Cabin. 0f made by /30/21. Other te

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

MOVIE QUOTES

ACROSS
1. THESE

5. General Services Administration

8. Ex-Miami Heat player Dwyane

12. Pomegranate seed

13, Actor Chris O'_____

14. Pacific Crest Trail walker
15. Country dance formation
16. Wished undone
17. Popeye's sweetie
18. "Sudden Impact™:
20. Arm part

21. Gold unit

22. Parabola, e.g.

23. San Joaquin Valley city

26. Hangs out with

30. Unit of electrical resistance
31. "Star Wars": "

tion"

Stay in

34. Mr. Jinx's (of "Meet the Parents")

cry
35. Clay and silt deposit
37. Camel debris

38. Japanese sword fighting
39. Was aware of

40. Come into sight

42. "Independence Day": "I belong in
the '
43."The Dark Knight": "Why so o

45, Common allergen

47. Cup alternative

48. Bird-made fertilizer
50. Sketch

52."On the Waterfront": "
a

56. El Dorado-related

57. Tabernacle Choir's home state

58. Contributed

59. Star Wars attacker

60. Unidentified aircraft

61. Prep for publication

62. Ladder step

63. Tropical American cuckoo

64. Part to play

DOWN
1. Precedes storm?

2.Soprano's song, e.g.
3. "Mean Girls":

wear

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle:

"Go ahead,

CROSSWORD

forma-

I coulda been

"On Wednesdays, we

BRING EVERYTHING
AN L2 fid @vuu LOVE TOGETHER!

T2
2 YEAR $ America’s Top 120 Package
_ rverice | 3Q 4% 190 cHANNELS
GUARANTEE forlZMos Including Local Channels!
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo Code: isk100

1-888-416-7103 i

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADDTOVOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLV

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

© StatePoint Media

4, Makes smooth, as in hair
5. Dutch cheese

6. "Darkest Hour": "
offer but blood, toil, tears and
7. Walker, American Girl doll
8."Field of Dreams": "If you build it, he

T have nothing to

9. Related
10. Deity, in Sanskrit
11.". he drove out of sight”

13. Fungus damage (2 words)

14. Meryl Streep's "The _____

19. Supernatural life force, pl.

22. Query

23. "Who Framed Roger Rabbit":
"That'sall,____!"

24.CUtesdu_____, wine region

25. Mideast V.I.P.

26. Soreness

27.Kidney-related

28. "Princess Bride": "You killed my fa-

AN
N
(&)
-

(o)}

ther. Prepare
29. Bound by oath
32."Lights out” tune

33. Nile reptile

36."Finding Nemo": "Just keep __
38. Danish money

40. Two before Oct

41. Lack of enthusiasm

44, 1/16th of a pound

46. Not two years but three, e.g.

48. Coped (2 words)

49. Freshwater eel, in Japan

50. Comics character Little
51.Fe

52. Caribbean island country

53. Carpentet's joint

54. Like a fairytale stepmother?

55. Network of nerves

56. Acronym, abbr.

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

3

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Discussions for the next decades
of safe mobility conducted

By Eileen Qiu

A comprehensive bicycle net-
work plan with a goal to have
75 percent of work commutes
happen without the use of cars
in mind was discussed at a com-
munity meeting hosted by Di-
rector of Mobility Brad Rawson
last Wednesday.

Surveys aimed at community
engagement and cyclists were
tasked with gathering data for
reliable ways to get around and
understand where the most
practical areas for mobility are.

“We're rolling up our sleeves
together and strategically and
transparently planning for the
next couple of decades of safe
and equitable mobility improve-
ments across out city to make

sure that all of our residents,

workers and visitors have safe
and useful and reliable ways to
get around,” Rawson said.

A roadway of protected bike
lanes separated from pedestri-
ans with a strip of cobblestone
would be nice to see wherever
practical, Senior Planner of Mo-
bility Viola Augustin said. She
said roads in some areas are not
wide enough for the vision and
densely populated high traffic
areas would have fewer travel
options. However, the current
model is just one design possi-
bility for the network, she said.
Street and reconstruction proj-
ects should consider bicycle,
pedestrian and transit facilities
whenever possible, she said.

In addition, there was also the
goal to prioritize walking, biking
and transit access while reducing

miles travelled by cars, she said.

“The streets are for all of us.
We have diverse ability needs,
routines and preferences, and
we have a responsibility to share
these assets,” Rawson said.

The existing bike path in the
city is about 13 miles long, with
5 miles of protected bike lanes,
consultant Mike Lyndon said. In
total, about 23 miles of non-ve-
hicular paths exist in Somerville.

The most developed area is the
southern part of the city where
Union Square is, and the goal
is to connect the less developed
areas in the north, to the south,
Lyndon said.

“There’s a very large opportuni-
ty for us to increase not just con-
ductivity, but ridership overall”
Lyndon said.

Near crashes and heavy traf-

fic in densely populated areas

are all forms of ridership sup-
pression that the team plans
to combat through focusing on
safety and making the commu-
nity comfortable.

In the future, the Board will

continue to conduct surveys to
gather data in the spring and
summer of 2022. There will
also be a series of workshops
and presentations to offer
additional opportunities for

community input.

challenges ahead.”

\_

serving as the Advisory Committee Director.

community thought leaders to the mayor-elect.”

The seventeen members of the Mayor’s Advisory Committee are:

Ballantyne will be sworn in as Mayor at Inaugural Ceremonies on Monday, January 3, 2022.

/Mayor-elect Katjana Ballantyne gathers advocates
and professionals for Advisory Committee

Mayor-elect Katjana Ballantyne has formed an Advisory Committee of some of the area’s top advocates and professionals to provide their perspectives on numerous issues
including such priorities as COVID recovery, climate change, and affordable housing. Katie Brillantes, who earned an MA in Public Policy from Harvard University, is

"Somerville residents are one of greatest resources for our city and our government. We achieve our greatest successes when we are inclusive and work together, noted
Ballantyne.“These experienced community leaders, scholars, and activists represent a wide range of policy areas and expertise. While they may take different approaches,
they are passionately committed to making Somerville a better place and a stronger community while providing me with the best information available as we tackle the

The Advisory Committee held three virtual meetings in early December. “During the course of those meetings, members discussed their opinions about short and
medium/long term goals for Mayor-elect Ballantyne's administration,” said Brillantes. “The intention of these meetings was to synthesize and convey priorities of these

Stephenson Aman, Activist - public housing, safety & equity; Michael Brown, Activist - public safety; Bonnie Denis, Chair - Disabilities Commission; Howard
Horton, Executive Director Cambridge College Global; Maggie Joseph, Social services and housing advocate; Tom Lamar, Advocate - biking, pedestrian safety for all
users; Dr. Daniele Lantagne, Civil & Environmental Engineering, CDC Public Health Engineer, Advisor COVID to World Health Organization, Tufts University;
Paula Magnelli, Co-founder Los Padres Latinos Somerville, Equity & Education advocate; Tony Pini, Legislative & Political Director Mass. & Northern N.E. Labor-
ers; Gonzalo Puigbo, CEO, Somerville Community Corporation; Ellin Reiser, Board Member Somerville Transportation Equity Partnership (STEP); Professor
Juliette Rooney-Varga, Prof. of Environmental Science and Director Climate Change Initiative, UMass/Lowell; Letissia Scott, Education & housing advocate; Bill

Shelton, Mystic View Task Force, Activist Economic Development; Larry Yu, Sustainability & Equity advocate; Renee Scott, Natural Open Space advocate

~

Another Somerville crash shows cost of state's inaction on traffic
SafEty CONT. FROM PG 6

crosswalk at Blakeley Avenue
where yet another pedestrian
was killed. But every meeting,
SASS reviewed MassDOT’s
promises and asked, “Did Mass-
DOT raise the crosswalks at
Kensington? Have they inter-
vened to prevent rampant speed-
ing?” Did MassDOT finish the
work that they agreed was nec-
essary to implement this year to
avoid more harm?

We should have asked: how
long can MassDOT delay im-
provements without serious
consequences for the next vul-
nerable road user? In the Cor-

ridor of Death, any delay risks

bloodshed. Every week we saw
no progress, and then the crash
occurred on December 6.

Following the crash, our state
elected officials received a project
update from MassDOT (link:
https://www.repmikeconnolly.
org/updates_from_massdot_
on_rt_28_38_road_safety_im-
provements) indicating that the
project was well underway but
delayed. The plans demonstrate
that MassDOT has done the
research and understands the
traffic calming needed on the
Corridor of Death.

For our part, we understand

that construction can get de-

layed, but is the best action to
do nothing in the interim? Sec-
retary Tesler knows the value of
temporary street interventions,
As he said, “One cone can make
a huge difference.”

To MassDOT, thank you for
starting the work, but delays
have real costs and you have
more options than just ask-
ing residents to accept another
winter of predictable injuries or
death. We ask you to consider
immediate interventions. Place
some cones right now to slow
down drivers. Release speed
meter data so we can see the effi-

cacy of existing safety measures.

To legislators and readers,
we're asking you to do all you
can to promote safe streets
through supporting active bills
for automated camera enforce-
ment (H.2476 and S.1545).
This problem exists throughout
Massachusetts, and 24/7 hu-
man enforcement is inequita-
ble and impractical. Rampant
speeding and death is a matter
of design, infrastructure, and
policy. Automated enforcement
is an important tool to prevent
predictable harm.

Finally, MassDOT, talk to
us and our neighbors. Our

community was not informed

about the delay, nor could we
propose any interim mitigat-
ing measures. Engage with our
community proactively rather
than solely when responding
to another tragedy. Secretary
Tesler described MassDOT as
an agency that listens to com-
munities, takes action quickly,
and does not rest while there
is more work to be done. That
is what our community needs.
Let's work together to imme-
diately slow down drivers and
prevent more bloodshed on

our streets.

— Somerville Safe Streets
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

S.H.A. Bid No. FAS-012022

The Somerville Housing Authority (the Awarding Authority) invites
sealed bids for Fire Alarm Sprinklers and associated Equipment
Testing, Inspections, Certifications, & Maintenance bid number FAS-
012022 for multiple locations located in Somerville, Massachusetts,
in accordance with documents prepared by the Somerville Housing
Authority Purchasing Department.

This is a Three (3) year contract.

The work under this contract consists of performing annual test-
ing & inspections, firepump maintenance, and routine preventative
maintenance on fire protection sprinkler systems, connecting pipes,
and associated wet/dry systems, to comply with latest NFPA 25
standards, CMR standards, and the requirements of the local au-
thority having jurisdictions.

Bidders must be certified by the DCAM in the category of Fire Alarm
Sprinklers.

Bids are subject to M.G.L. ¢.149 secs.44A-H and to minimum wage
rates as required by M.G.L. c.149 8826 to 27H inclusive.

General Bids will be received until 11:00 a.m., January 10, 2022, and
publicly opened forthwith, at Somerville Housing Authority Modern-
ization Bldg., located at 30-Rear Memorial Road, Somerville

General Bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit or bid bond that
is not less than 5% of the greatest possible bid amount (considering
any alternates) and made payable to the Somerville Housing Authority
in the form of a bid bond; cash; or a check certified by, or a treasur-
er's or cashier's check issued by, a responsible bank or trust compa-
ny, payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Any bid bond
shall be (a) in a form satisfactory to the Awarding Authority, (b) with
a surety company qualified to do business in the Commonwealth and
(c) conditioned upon the faithful performance by the principal of the
agreements contained in the Bid.

Bid and Contract Documents will be available for download on Somer-
ville Housing Authority web site www.sha-web.org, under our oppor-
tunities tab. There will be no charge for these documents. If bidding,
you must contact Anthony Crespo by email at Tonyc@sha-web.org and
leave contact information including telephone number, Company name,
Contact name, and email, if received you will receive a reply to your
email. Bidders\Contractors are responsible for ensuring that their email
and bids are received.

A site visit is scheduled for December 28, 2021, 11:00 a.m.. You are
not required to attend. Attendees must wear a PPE facemask, which
covers the nose and mouth, and maintain social distancing, failure to
comply may result in rejection of your bid. Attendees are required to
provide notification that they will attend. Please notify Anthony Cres-
po by email at Tonyc@sha-web.org or at 617-625-1152 extension 336
if you are attending. All interested parties will meet at outdoors of
Somerville Housing Authority, Modernization Building, 30R Memorial
Road, Somerville, MA 02145.

Bids should be Hand Delivered or Mailed to Somerville Housing
Authority, 30 Memorial Road, Somerville, MA 02145, Attn. Anthony
Crespo, Purchasing Manager, and received no later than the date
and time specified above. SHA not responsible for bids lost or not
received on time.

12/22/21 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) #22-24
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER at RISK (CMR) SERVICES

POPLAR STREET PUMP STATION PROJECT

City of Somerville seeks an experienced construction management
(CM) firm for a pump station project located on 2.1-acre City owned
parcel. Construction includes stormwater pump station (50 MGD ca-
pacity), storage tank (4.0 MG capacity), community art center (5,000
SF) and public park including community garden. Site bound by 2
transportation projects: MBTA GLX and MassDOT McGrath Blvd. De-
velopment. Total project duration estimated at 40 months; estimated
construction cost $100M. Currently in SD Phase. Detailed SD estimate
will be required of CMR upon contract execution. Refer to RFQ for
more information about the project team.

Project subject to applicable state, local and federal laws, including
but not limited to prevailing wage, certifications by DCAMM, and local
ordinances. This RFQ will pre-qualify CM at Risk firms that will then
be invited to submit proposals in response to a Request for Proposals
(RFP) to be issued pursuant to M.G.L. c. 149A, § 6. Refer to the RFQ for
evaluation procedures and criteria. Successful firms will demonstrate
ability and readiness to adhere to supplier diversity and workforce
participation goals. Detailed Design Documents scheduled for Spring
2022. EBP estimated Summer 2022.

Project to be electronically bid via www.projectdog.com Projectdog
Code/Project #84521. RFQ will be available on Projectdog and the City
of Somerville's website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2021. No site visit during CMR RFQ phase. CM firms shall sub-
mit Statements of Qualifications (S0Qs) by 2PM on Friday, January 21,
2022. Procurement laws prohibit unauthorized communication or con-
tact with the City of Somerville’s employees and elected officials about
this project. Authorized project contact and Owner’s Project Manager:
Clark McCormick, email: cmccormick@pmaconsultants.com; Cell: 781-
910-6571. Secondary contact is the City's Chief Procurement Officer
Angela M. Allen.

Questions about this project must be submitted in writing no later than
Thursday, January 6, 2022 at 12:00 noon to
cmccormick@pmaconsultants.com.

12/22/21 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hear-
ing on Thursday, January 6, 2022, at 6:00pm through GoToWebinar.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this meeting of the Plan-
ning Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio
recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to
planning@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2271350649628773392
Webinar ID: 699-414-259

TO CALLIN
Phone number: 1 (415) 655-0052
Access code:  132-200-192

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L.
40A and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

599 Somerville Ave Rafi Properties LLC proposes to develop a
3-story LEED Platinum commercial building in
the Mid Rise 3 (MR3) zoning district which
requires Site Plan Approval and one (1)
Special Permit.

Development review application submittal materials and other doc-
umentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.
Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at
the hearing or by submitting written comments by mail to Planning &
Zoning Division, 3rd Floor City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville,
MA 02143; or by email to planning@somervillema.gov.

12/15/21,12/22/21 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
IFB #22-25

The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites
sealed bids for:

2021 Street Resurfacing Project- Pearl Street and Select Locations

An Invitation for Bid may be obtained online at www.bidexpress.com,
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or PCS Department,
Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on or
after 12/22/2021. Sealed bids will be received at above office until:
1/19/2022 2:00PM EST. The Chief Procurement Officer reserves right
to reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest
of the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Mass. Highway Pre-Qualification is required.

Please contact Andrea Caruth at acaruth@somervillema.gov for more
information.

5% Bid Deposit required.

Andrea Caruth
Deputy Chief Procurement Officer
617-625-6600 x. 3400

12/22/21 The Somerville Times

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. MI21P6237EA
INFORMAL PROBATE PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate of:
Linda Dold
First Name Middle Name Last Name

Also Known As: _ Maria A Vecchiarello

Date of Death:
To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner _Stephen Melanson _of Virginia Beach VA
First Name M.l. Last Name (City/Town)  (State)
[x] Stephen Melanson _of Virginia Beach VA
First Name M.l. Last Name (City/Town) (State)

has been informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the
estate to serve [ ] with [x] without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under informal procedure by the
Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory and accounts are
not required to be filed with the Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Representatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

12/22/21 The Somerville Times

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

PROJECT: Greater Cambridge Energy Program

LOCATION: Cambridge, Boston and Somerville, MA
PROPONENT: NSTAR Electric d/b/a Eversource Energy

The undersigned is submitting an Environmental Notification Form
("ENF") to the Secretary of Energy & Environmental Affairs on or before
December 15, 2021 (date)

This will initiate review of the above project pursuant to the Massa-
chusetts Environmental Policy Act ("MEPA", M.G.L. c. 30, s.s. 61-62l).
Copies of the ENF may be obtained from:

Epsilon Associates, Inc. (Proponent’s Agent)
Attn: Corinne Snowdon

3 Mill & Main Place, Suite 250

Maynard, MA 01754

978-897-7100

Electronic copies of the ENF are also being sent to the Conservation
Commission and Planning Board of Cambridge, Boston and Somer-
ville (Municipality).

The Secretary of Energy & Environmental Affairs will publish notice of
the ENF in the Environmental Monitor, will receive public comments
on the project for 20 days, and will then decide, within ten days, if
an Environmental Impact Report is needed. A site visit and/or remote
consultation session on the project may also be scheduled. All per-
sons wishing to comment on the project, or to be notified of a site visit
and/or remote consultation session, should email MEPA@mass.gov.
Mail correspondence will continue to be accepted, though responses
may be delayed. Mail correspondence should be direct to the Secre-
tary of Energy & Environmental Affairs, 100 Cambridge St., Suite 900,
Boston, Massachusetts 02114, Attention: MEPA Office, referencing
the above project.

By NSTAR Electric d/b/a Eversource Energy (Proponent)
12/22/21 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS
IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PHONE: 857-488-5138

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime Storage - Somerville located at 39R Medford
St., Somerville, MA 02143 intends to hold an auction to sell the goods
stored by the following tenants at the storage facility. The sale will oc-
cur as an online auction via www.storagetreasures.com on 1/12/2022
at 12:00 PM. Unless stated otherwise the description of the contents
are household goods and furnishings. David White unit #215A3; Rafael
Kapose unit #291B. All property is being stored at the above self-stor-
age facility. This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice.
Certain terms and conditions apply. See manager for details.

12/22/21 The Somerville Times

Somerville Kiwanis Club delivers toys to 150
Head Start children cont rromee

years, the club has been unable to hold the party due
to the pandemic. As a result, another plan was needed.
“We could not disappoint these children, so Jim Bow-
dring came up with this plan to deliver the toys,” said

Kiwanis President Mernaysa Rivera-Bujosa. This is

one of the Somerville Kiwanis Clubs most important
annual events.

To learn more about the Kiwanis Club of Somerville,
become a member or support our programs, visit their

web site, www.somervillekiwanis.org.
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The Somerville Times
Best of Somerville 2021

Cast your vote!

You have until December 28 to vote for your favorite category. To cast your vote, email us at thebestofsomerville@yahoo.com.
The winners will be announced Wednesday, January 5, 2021. If you don’t see your favorite category here, simply add it to this list.

Foods & Restaurants Best Coffee Shop Franchise Best Barber Best of Somerville Businesses

Best Breakfast Best Coffee Shop local Best Hair Salon Best Somerville Bank

Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch | Best Bar Food Best Doctor Best Real Estate Company

Best Italian Food Best Nurse Best Insurance Agency

Best Chinese Food Best of Somerville Services Best Coach Best Creative Business in 2021

Best Mexican Food Best Electrician Best Police Officer Best Florist

Best Portuguese Food Best Plumber Best Fire Fighter Best Laundromat

Best Local Deli Best Attorney Best Photographer Best Liquor Store

Best Variety and all around Restaurant | Best Teacher Best Somerville Historian Best Gas Station

Best Seafood Best Politician Best Eye Doctor Best Auto Body Shop

Best Irish Pub Best City Worker Best Orthodontist Best Tow Company

Best Local Bar Best Receptionist Best Mortgage Officer Best Law Firm

Best Thai Food Best Real Estate Agent/Realtor Best Somerville Artist Best Pest Exterminator

Best Hamburger Best Real Estate Rental Agent Best Somerville Poet Best Convenient/Neighborhood Store
Best Mac & Cheese Best Bank Teller Best Somerville Writer Best Somerville Non Profit Agency
Best Hot-Dog Best Bank Employee Best Somerville Celebrity Best Bar For Bands

Best Roast Beef Sandwich Best Waitstaff Best City Elected Politician Best Newspaper

Best Pizza Best Bartender Best City Employee DPW
Best Bakery Best Cook Best City Employee City Hall/Annex | Best Idea in 2021
Best Sub Shop Best Caterer Worst Idea in 2021

T. J. SILLARI, INC. || frcaard ' Sirolamo Sell your

Over 50 Years Experience Michael LaRosa house tOdaY!

Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW “We’ll sell your bouse fast!”

77 Real Estate Law
»2;{ Zoning
R Civil Litigation
* Plumbing - Heating Criminal Defense ——
» Gas Fitting  Industrial Work Family Law lkl“‘-il“‘.l. -

* Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Personal Injury

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Pedce ~
TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200 = J /

FAX: (617) 776-5435 MARIE HOWE

Master Pimb. Lic. #6106  025-9877 EMAIL: digirolamolegal @ verizon.net

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145 REAL ESTATE
617-666-4040
I I I I () WINTER HILL

% ’l HOMES ) Juscelia LoRussa
Mobnica Calvo, Realtor ® Q ﬁﬁ \ 617.686.8095

(617)605-3308

monicacalvoprestige@gmail.com

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

Josue Velney

Director of Acquisitions @ ‘ ﬂ’*“ﬂ .
Telephone: Fax: facebook.com/JusceliasCak
T I WE BUY HOUSES i e
(617) 625-4344 ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST
EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 617-684-5363 To advertise in
RUMERY & SMITH . .
Josue@WinterHillHomes.com The Somerville Times call
403 HIGHLAND AVENUE . X
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsimithlaw @gmai com o intertiliiomes.com Bobbie Toner: 857-488-5138

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Somerville commits $39M in ARPA funds to childcare, rental
assistance, and a universal basic income pilot project

Somerville’s outgoing and
incoming mayors jointly an-
nounced the city’s first major
allocation of American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars
today, dedicating $9 million
in funding to childcare, rental
assistance, and a Universal Ba-
sic Income pilot project. This
joint commitment by May-
or Joseph A. Curtatone and
Mayor-elect Katjana Ballan-
tyne comes after the city’s ini-
tial round of community en-
gagement seeking to identify
priorities for ARPA funding.
An unprecedented local in-
fusion of $7 million into direct

childcare
mid-2025 makes up the major-

supports  through
ity of the allotment, which will
initially fund affordable daycare
and pre-K for children ages 1.5
through 4 years and eventually
expand to children from infan-
cy through school-aged. Rent-
al assistance and the Universal
Basic Income pilot project each
will receive $1 million. The
city is also looking at an addi-
tional $3 million for a free and
reduced transit pass benefits
program targeting retail work-
ets, public school students and
the

parents/guardians, and

municipal workforce.

In all, Somerville has $77.5
million in ARPA funds to spend
on items such as public health
initiatives, assistance for vulner-

able populations, and econom-

ic recovery. Additional ARPA
funds have also been previously
dedicated to pandemic emergen-
cy and recovery needs as well as
an initial investment in staffing
to develop the Digital Bridge
Initiative to overcome inequities
in digital/Internet access.

“I want to thank Mayor-elect
Ballantyne not only for collabo-
rating with us on these first pri-
orities since her election, but in
particular for championing basic
income, housing, and childcare
supports while on the Coun-
cil. Our shared goal with these
initial investments is to ensure
these programs reflect our com-
munity values,” said Somerville
Mayor Joseph Curtatone.

“People who were most af-
fected during this pandemic
deserve to be able to get into a
more secure position in their
lives,” continued Mayor Curta-
tone. “Before COVID, barriers
to accessing quality childcare
were already holding back our
families, and the pandemic
has only deepened the divide,
keeping even more parents and
guardians out of the workplace
and cutting off access to educa-
tion and advancement. And for
many who do have childcare,
paying for it leaves little left
for anything else. We hope the
federal government passes leg-
islation to address these issues,
but we do not want to wait for
or count on federal action when

we have the money to make an
immediate impact on families
in our community.”

The childcare funds
be administered by the city’s
Rental
assistance will be distributed

will
SomerPromise office.

through the Community Ac-
tion Agency of Somerville and
the Somerville Homeless Co-
alition. Those funds will be in
addition to the more than $2.3
million in rental assistance the
city and partner agencies have
already distributed. The city
will seek out an education in-
stitution or foundation partner
to help administer and track the
basic income pilot program. The
administration of Mayor-elect
Katjana Ballantyne will take
over these projects when she
assumes office in January, and
both the current and incoming
administrations are working
together on these items during
the city’s transition period.
“We

Somerville is a city that works

want to make sure
for everyone, and these funds
give us the opportunity to ad-
dress many of the equity gaps
we need to bridge,” Mayor-elect
Ballantyne said. “This pandem-
ic has not hit everyone equally.
Some people have kept their
jobs while working from home,
or even got promotions and
raises. Meanwhile, others have

experienced major financial

and health setbacks or had to

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138
and speak to the Assignment Editor

expose themselves to a greater
risk of catching COVID-19 to
earn the money they need to pay
their bills. This isn't free money
to spend in a cavalier fashion.
It's money we need to direct to
those in the most need.”

“My administration will con-
tinue to work with the com-
munity to identify the highest
impact, highest value ARPA
investments to support both
our community’s recovery and
progress on shared goals,” con-
tinued Mayor-elect Ballantyne.
“That includes considering fur-
ther investments in these initial
areas as well.”

The city has established an in-
ternal staff to manage the dis-
tribution of ARPA funds and
enlisted the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council to help en-
gage every sector of the commu-

Ms. Camss

nity as these decisions are made.
To learn more about ARPA in
Somerville, visit somervillema.
gov/ARPA or watch this video
of the ARPA presentation to
the City Council.

Further decisions about the
transit assistance program will
entail setting eligibility stan-
dards and establishing how to
distribute those funds. The pro-
cess for dedicating the remain-
ing ARPA funds is ongoing.
The city will continue to seek
community input and assess
ARPA-eligible program propos-
als while triaging to invest in the
most urgent needs first.

In March, President Biden
signed ARPA into law. This
$1.9 trillion package is intend-
ed to combat the public health
and economic impacts of the

COVID-19 pandemic.

' 4

Answers

1. Deafness in one ear

2. 15 inches wide and 8
inches thick

3. 13 years old

4. Rideau Canal Skate-
way, Ottawa, Canada

5. Germany

6. President Ulysses S.
Grant

7. The United Kigdom
8. In the Bleak Midwinter
9. If all goes as intended,
it will continue without

repetition until December

31,2999
10. Janus
11. Chionophobia

12. The lunar calendar

k.

BORBY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What do you call a broke Santa?
Saint Nickel-less

The "Original"

/1
N

seven ships.

On i Dy in

A

December 22

1775 — Esek Hopkins takes command of the Continental Navy, a total of

1807 — Congress passes the Embargo Act, which halts all trading completely.
1829 — The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad opens the first passenger railway line.

To advertise in
The
Somerville
Times
call

All Types Vent Gleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning
Power Washing

Licensed and Insured
in Massachusetts

We travel all over

1918 — The last of the food restrictions, enforced because of the shortages
during World War I, are lifted.

1944 — During the Battle of the Bulge, General Anthony McAuliffe responds
to a German surrender request with a one word answer: "Nuts!"

1966 — The United States announces the allocation of 900,000 tons of grain
to fight the famine in India.

1989 — The division of East and West Germany effectively ends when the

Massachusetts B bb' T Brandenburg Gate in Berlin reopens for the first time in nearly 30 years.
Call today to find out obbie foner
our weekly specials! 85 7_488-5 1 38 2001 — A passenger on American Airlines Flight 63 from Paris unsuccessfully

attempts to destroy a plane in flight by igniting explosives hidden in his shoes.

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled-it doesn't mat-
ter! Get free towing and
same day cash! NEWER
MODELS too! Call 844-
813-0213

EDUCATION

Train online to do med-
ical billing! Become a
Medical Office Profes-
sional at CTI! Get trained
& certified to work in
months! 888-572-6790.
The Mission, Program
Information andTuition is
lo-cated at CareerTechni-
cal.edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8-6 ET)

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLCTimeshare
Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free Consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call
855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The wa-
ter is safe, and the dining
is fantastic. Walk out to
the beach. 3-Bedroom
weeks available. Sleeps
8. Email: carolaction@
aol.com for more infor-
mation.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN?

If you have insurance,
you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to
no cost. Get yours today!
Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-
917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

Dental insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real in-sur-
ance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental
info kit! 1-888-623-3036
www.dental50plus.
com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 ox-
ygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

Stroke & Cardiovascular
disease are leading caus-
es of death according to
the AHA. Screen-ings can
provide peace of mind or
early detection! Call Life
Line Screening to sched-
ule a screening. Special
offer 5 screenings for
$149. 1-833-549-4540

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTER-
NET Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-674-
1423

DEALING WITH WATER
DAMAGE requires imme-
diate action. Local pro-
fessionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide
and 24/7. No Mold Calls.
1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE
$100. Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD
DVR. FREE Streaming on
ALL Devices. Call today!
1-833-800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some Restrictions
Apply. Promo Expires
1/21/22. 1-877-925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Se-

nior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY
GENERATORS provide
backup power during
utility power outages so
your home and family
stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for
additional terms and con-
ditions. 1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATEL-
LITE INTERNET Finally,
no hard data limits! Call
Today for speeds up to
25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! $75 gift card, terms
apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE IN-
FORMATION PACKAGE
Have your product idea
developed affordably by
the Research & Develop-
ment pros and presented
to manufacturers. Call
1-855-380-5976 for a Free
Idea Starter Guide. Sub-
mit your idea for a free
consultation.

STAY INYOUR HOME
longer with an American
Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet,
and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and instal-
lation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/pen-
nysaver

The Generac PWRcell
solar plus battery storage
system. Save money,
reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages &
power your home. Full
installation services. $0
down financing option.
Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-855-270-
3785

GENERAC Standby
Generators provide
backup power during
power outages, so your
home & family stay safe
& comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-yr extended
warranty $695 value! Re-
quest a free quote today!
Call for terms & condi-
tions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced

debris-blocking gutter
protec-tion. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-
2490

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events,
sports & on demand ti-
tles. No contract/commit-
ment. 1-866-825-6523

New authors wanted!
Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book.
Free author submission
kit! Limited offer! 866-
951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting
at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1TB of data/mo.
Ask how to bundle &
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-
8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as

ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments

for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call:
855-761-1725

DonateYour Car to Vet-
eransToday! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

Update your home with
beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home
estimates make it con-ve-
nient to shop from home.
Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the
USA. Free con-sultation:
877-212-7578. Ask about
our specials!

Long distance moving:
Call for a free quote from
America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let

us take the stress out

of moving! Speak to a
relocation specialist 888-
721-2194

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo!
Unlimited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bundle TV
& Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141

DISHTV $64.99 for 190
channels + $14.95 high
speed internet. Free in-
stallation, smart HD DVR
included, free voice re-
mote. Some restrictions
apply. Promo expires
1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

Looking for assisted
living, memory care, or
independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies
the process of finding
senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Stop worrying! Silver-
Bills eliminates the stress
& hassle of bill pmts.
Household bills guaran-
teed to be paid on time
as long as appropriate
funds are available. No
computer necessary.
Free trial/custom quote
1-855-703-0555

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The
National Trade Associ-
ation we belong to has
purchased the above
classifieds. Determining
the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do
not offer employment but
rather sup-ply the read-
ers with manuals, direc-
tories and other materials
designed to help their cli-
ents es-tablish mail order
selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID,
or credit card num-bers.
Also beware of ads that
claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair
company does business
only over the phone it

is illegal to request any
money before delivering
its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll
free numbers may or
may not reach Canada.

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Bill Rodgers Somerville Jingle Bell Run & Walk

The annual Bill Rodgers Somerville Jingle Bell Run & Walk took place on Sunday, December 19, with festively dressed runners and walkers competing in the 5K

race through the streets of Somerville. The top finisher in the male division was Louis Serafini, of Cambridge. The top finisher in the female division was Clare

Franco, of Boston.

Name

Louis Serafini
Brian Harvey
Fitch Henry
Benjamin Harris
Matthew Hillard
David Bedoya
Brian Lee

Tan Robertson
Scott Mindel
Alexander Trotsky
Michael Schroeder
Dan Chruniak
Benjamin Spaulding
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Clare Franco

Tan Neill

Jason Goldschmide
Matthew Coble
Eric Silva

John Nieskens
Joseph Warren

20 Top Finishers

Gender
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male

City
Cambridge

Age
30

34
24
32
32
44
28
26
35
31
27
38
39
31
37
43
38
41
38

Belmont
Brookline
Boston
Boston
Somerville
Somerville
Medfield
Burlington
Gloucester
Hopkinton
Beverly
Arlington
Boston
Somerville
Newton
Medford
Somerville
Milford NH
Medford
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— Photos by Bobbie Toner

the Museum and its website to learn
more about the Museum's wide-rang-
ing exhibition history. Two finalists will
be selected to install their proposed ex-
hibits in the Museum's gallery spaces at
One Westwood Road, Somerville, MA.
The chosen applicants will also receive
a seed grant of $2,500 towards exhi-
bition costs. The deadline is Thursday,
December 30, by 11:00 p.m. All appli-
cations must be submitted digitally to
info@somervillemuseum.org

KA KKK A A KRR KKK khkkkkkkxkk

Prepare for the 2021/2022 snow sea-
son by reviewing parking rules and
signing up for alerts. Because this win-
ter begins in an odd-numbered year,
snow emergency parking will be on the
odd side of the street all winter, unless
posted signage says differently. Check
streets signs in your neighborhood so
you know where you can park ahead of
winter weather. You can also learn more
about the city’s snow policies at somer-
villema.gov/snow.

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

Residents are urged to practice cau-

tion, masking in all public spaces, and
planning carefully around travel and
gatherings in order to prevent a gener-
alized outbreak like the city experienced
last winter. Sadly, the number of known
Covid deaths in Somerville now stands
at 98. See the latest Somerville case data
at somervillema.gov/covid19dashboard.
PR R R R R RS E T

Somerville’s Winter Farmers Market
takes place Saturdays, 9:30 — 1:30 p.m.,
December 4 through April 16, at Arts
at the Armory, 191 Highland Ave. Of-
fering the best locally grown and pro-
duced agricultural items and more. They
offer a diverse range of local and New
England produce, as well as cheese, eggs,
meats, fish, breads, pastries, chocolate,
and wine. They feature rotating guest
vendors each week, as well as live enter-
tainment and activities. Check out the
schedule and map at www.somwinter-
market.org. They accept SNAP/EBT &
HIP, CREDIT and DEBIT cards. $15
SNAP match for EBT customers.

B R R R R R R R R R R R

Somerville’s requirement to wear a

face covering in public indoor spaces
remains in effect. Make sure your mask
covers your nose and mouth at all times
when in public spaces and that it fits
snugly around the sides of your face. The
CDC has recommendations on how to
improve your mask effectiveness. In gen-
eral, masks with more layers offer better
protection and masks with nose wires
help achieve a secure fit around your
nose. We'll say it again though, be sure
your mask covers your nose too and not
just your mouth for effective protection.

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

If you are unable to access a COVID-19
vaccine due to transportation challeng-
es, but otherwise are able to leave your
home, please call 3-1-1 to get connected
to transportation assistance.

R R R R R R R R P S S P R P P P P R R R R R R R R R
Individuals who are homebound are
encouraged to schedule an in-home
COVID-19 vaccine appointment
through the states COVID-19 In-
Home Vaccination Program. The pro-
gram is open to all individuals who are
homebound, including 5- to 11-year-

olds, and individuals seeking both initial
or booster doses. To schedule an ap-
pointment, call the In-Home Vaccina-
tion Central Intake Line at (833) 983-
0485. The Intake Line is open Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p-m. Representatives are available in
both English and Spanish, and also have
access to translators for over 100 lan-
guages. Due to high demand, the current
estimated wait time for an in-home vac-
cination appointment is 4-6 weeks.

Kk kEhkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhhkkhhrhhkkk
The City of Somerville is holding a
booster clinic where doses of Moderna
will be available. All clinics will be held at
the City Hall Annex, 50 Evergreen Ave.,
and require pre-registration. Clinics will
be held on: Wednesday, December 22,
noon to 2:00 p.m.

PR R R R R R RS E T EEEE
Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.
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Celine Shanosky works in nonprofit consulting and current-
ly lives in the local area. She has a BA in English and Public
Health Studies from Johns Hopkins University and is from Bal-
timore, Maryland.

CANNOT VALIDATE

The parking ticket machine

is broken. I say this to the man

behind me but he tucks his arm

around my waist as he taps the key pad
and I walk away because I do not want to know
what happens next. I go back to

Place des Vosges where the

buildings rose like teeth

at the edge of a universe and a man
careened into the grass and splayed
himself to me like a dog or

a siren in her most seductive pose:
“Look gitl: A rainbow.”

The sky was so perfect in its

refutation of him that I had no choice
but belief, still he offered “Use my eyes:”
smudging everything with sepia and
expectation. When I gave them back

I placed them in his palm

and he looked at me horrified

that I had deigned to touch him.

I'am sleeping

when the child finds me:
“Feet!”

he says,

his hands

on my feet.

— Celine Shanosky

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

Somerville's Charlotte Anne Dore

by Doug Holder

A singer, puppeteer, and actor who
immerses herself in her work

I caught up with Somerville's Charlotte Anne
Dore to talk about her life and work as a pup-
peteer, actor, and singer. It seems whatever this
multi-talented person does — from belting out a
few numbers in a cabaret — expertly manipulating
puppets — to playing Mary Jo Kopechne in the ma-
jor motion picture Chappaquiddick, she intensely
immerses herself in her work.

Doug Holder: First off, how has it been for you,
the artist, to be living in Somerville?

Charlotte Anne Dore: I have lived in Somer-
ville since 1993 and have an art studio in Union
square. What I love about Somerville is you can
walk everywhere. There are so many beautiful
buildings, although sadly over the last few years
some have been knocked down. I saw a beauti-
ful home on Lowell street with a big garden and
thought that has alot of land and then two weeks
later the place was being torn down and they are
currently building on it.

It breaks my heart to see beautiful homes get
destroyed. When they are renovated, I love that.
As an artist, to see the history and the crafts-pet-
son-ship (craftsmanship) of buildings is inspir-
ing. In Somerville you are also close to Boston for
work. During the pandemic, the Somerville Arts
Council really supported artists like me who lost
our income when we couldn’t perform shows for
so many months. I had the opportunity to do a
live stream for the city and then had an emergen-
cy grant — very grateful.

DH: Talk about multi-talented artists. You are
an accomplished puppeteer, actor, coach, and sing-
er. How did you become so eclectic? What lured
you into the world of puppets?

CAD: I've always loved visual art and always
loved music and acting. I grew up watching Shitley
Temple films on BBC. I was born and grew up in
the UK. The films were already old at the time, but
I loved the singing and dancing.

At a very young age I visited a doll museum and
saw an amazing puppet show at Little Angel Mar-
ionette Theatre in London. Those two things have
made me fascinated with dolls, toys and puppets.
I was around five when I built my first puppet
and ended up building puppets as part of my art
exam (O levels) I took at age 16. This interest went
through college and my first job was as a puppeteer
at a shopping mall in the UK.

Even though I act professionally as much as I do
puppetry, it's more unusual that people remember
the puppetry part. For me, puppets are just an ex-
tension of acting dance, music, words. Your whole
creative body is interlinked, and that’s why these
skills all fit together and complement one another.

Puppets combine all my visual art skills and my
theatrical theatre/acting skills into one and ulti-
mately that is where the doors have opened. Pre-
pandemic, I would present over 100 puppet shows
a year. It's been slow picking back up.

DH: You have been in any number of films. One
film was Chappaquiddick. This film, released in
2018, dealt with the death of Mary Jo Kopechne,
when she drowned in a car driven by Ted Kenne-
dy. You play the mother of Mary Jo. How did you

get into the character? How did you envision the

mother?

CAD: There is actually footage of Gwen Ko-
pechne talking in an interview and I studied that
and her expression in great detail, as well as hav-
ing dialect coaching from the film company. I re-
searched the role and immersed myself in the lines.
When I approach roles, my goal is to “become.” In
acting, its sometimes termed “the art of becoming”
and it is a process. It's hard to explain in a short
article but basically you lose yourself in the role
and their motives and situation. I had my hair cut
for the role. It's now finally grown back. The cut
looked great but I didn't feel myself.

DH: Ilove the "American Song Book." I read that
you have now ventured in cabaret. Is it the relative
intimacy of cabaret that you are attracted to? Or
perhaps the sniff of decadence as portrayed in the
movie Cabaret?

CAD: I love immersive theatre and have done
that for years. My puppet shows are also ex-
tremely interactive. I have always loved the dy-
namic relationship between audience and per-
former so of course cabaret is a perfect vehicle
because it’s all about telling stories and connect-
ing with the audience.

I also LOVE music and singing. I started go-
ing to Hump Night at Club Cafe a few years ago
where the amazing Brian Patton plays shows tunes
and people sing along then you get up and sing one
song. I had so much great response there I ended
up producing two solo shows that went really well.
I don't have a solo show planned there just yet, but
I have started to return and be part of Boston’s
cabaret scene again.

DH: Tell us about some recent and upcoming
projects. Recently, you finished a project called
Holiday Tree. Can you touch on that?

CAD: I wrote a solo show during 2020 and felt
it was inspired and needed to be workshopped and
developed as an adult/family, rather than a kids
show per say. I applied for some grants and resi-
dencies and was delighted when I was accepted by
Appolinaire Theatre at Chelsea Theatre Works for
their Resident Artist program. I took them up on
the opportunity and self-produced a show that we
presented in person and also live streamed around
the world thanks to Cambridge Community Cen-
ter for the Arts who sponsored the livestream

DH: I read that you are available for hire at any
number of venues. How should one contact you?

CAD: My websites have contact links and I can
also be called 617-633-2832. Also, email rosali-
taspuppets@aol.com. My websites also have con-
tact info and contact forms www.rosalitaspuppets.
com and www.charlottedore.com

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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WINTER HILLYBANK:

CustomServe Banking

/

Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season
and a Healthy New Year from all of us at
Winter Hill Bank!!

winterhillbank.com
800-444-4300 Connecting All Offices

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906




