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Winter Special

Looking to increase business
over the winter season? Run
your ad with The Somerville
Times. We are now running a
6-week advertisement Winter

Special. For more details call:

617-666-4010

or email
ads@thesomervilletimes.com

An hour of coding
goes a long way

Somerville school kids were treated to a special hour filled with learning some fundamentals of

computer programming. More on page 13.

— Photo by Claudia Ferro

llluminations Tour
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The houses in Somerville tried to out do each
other as the 18th Illuminations Tour kicked off
on Saturday night. Each house seemed bright-
er than the one before it. Six trollies lined up
outside of City Hall, ready to entertain over a
thousand participants with the festive lights and
Christmas-themed features that decorate the
houses in the neighborhoods and stories about
the history of the city.

Many people and their loved ones were al-
ready waiting in the City Hall's concourse with
the tour maps an hour before the tour officially
started. They were excited to find out that each
trolley goes to different part of the city.

Peter Heller, who has lived in Somerville for
25 years, was one of the tour guides at the Illu-
minations Tour.

“I've been volunteering for five or six years
now,” Heller said.“This year is different, because
these are Thalia Tringo's buses. She’s a local re-
altor, and she hires the buses. She offers com-
mentary, and she really knows about the city””

Heller, at one moment Continued on page 17

lights

BOA supports
Somerville
Overcoming
Addiction
proposals

By Jim Clark

A proposal sponsored by Ward One Alderman
Matthew McLaughlin and Alderman At Large
Mary Jo Rossetti that the Somerville Board of
Alderman support the proposals of Somerville
Overcoming Addiction regarding opiate abuse
was approved at the last regular meeting of the
Board on Dec. 11.

The proposals put forward by SOA include:
bringing a detox/recovery center to Somer-
ville; the possibility of a recovery High School
in Somerville, similar to other Commonwealth
programs; that city officials should receive text
message updates on overdoses, similar to other
emergency texts; and bringing back the opiate
task force, with a focus on prevention and reha-
bilitation as opposed to prosecution.

Additionally, the promotion of Good Samari-

1 .
tan laws 1s proposed, Continued on page 6
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Residents and visitors to trolleys and bicycles this weekend to soak up the illuminated atmosphere of the
city’s festively decorated neighborhoods this year’s Illuminations Tour kicked off.
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NEWSTALK
Y

Open House! Visit the Pets In Need Animal Shelter this
weekend at 2 Bradley Street, Somerville, MA 02145,
from noon to two on Saturday and Sunday.
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Happy Birthday this week to some of our readers: To a
good guy who reached the age of 50 this week, Douglas Car-
riger. What a nice guy he is, and with a great family. We wish
him the very best and welcome him to the new 50, which is
actually more like 40. Although we didn't mention it last
week because she’s goes nuts on us, our own Bobbie Toner
here at the paper celebrated her birthday. She's a great lady
and she’s the glue — along with Jim our Editor — that holds
the paper together. Happy Birthday, even though it’s a week
later — but it was a nice breakfast! A big Happy Birthday to
Maria Curtatone this week. Everyone knows Maria. She’s a
great lady, always smiling. She’s the Register of Deeds for
Middlesex County and we hear she’s doing a great job. A
Happy Birthday this week to Pam (Lewis) DeMaria from
Somerville, now in Malden. We wish her the very best this
week. Another nice person, lifelong resident Cheryl Callah-
an. We wish her the very best this week on her birthday. A
specially nice lady who used to work in the Election Dept.
here in Somerville, we wish Ann Cassesso Ercolini the very
best this week as well.  Another good friend who used to
live in Winter Hill, Ron Lakerveld, currently in No. Car-
olina but making a move to Central America very soon if
not already. He reads us all the time. We wish him the very
best. And finally, long time friend and realtor Mike Seaver.
If you're looking for a house in the Franklin area, make sure
you use him at ERA Key Realty service.

This week is the deadline for our Christmas Poem contest.
Make sure your poem is about Somerville and what the
Christmas Holiday means to you. The best one submitted
will receive a $100 gift certificate to the Mt. Vernon Restau-
rant for first choice, $50 certificate for second choice to the

The SomervilleTimes

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: llluminations Tour booked solid

mystel‘y SaYS:
Merry Holiday! Has anyone ever solved the mystery of why people put these lights up every year? I'm glad we go

out and look at them even though we have no idea why they're there. well anyway merry holiday everyone!

business as usual says:

Follow all the publicity for these events and i never see a word on if it’s accessible to people with disabilities. I called
one year and was offered a map so i could go on my own. Real inclusive, somerville! I don't drive, and it just doesn't

sound fun to go on my own. I do, however pay taxes that help pay for this, so that seems fair.......

Wally says:

Well of course...it’s the winter solstice!

Ron Newman says:

If you'd like to take your own tour using the trolley route, maps are available for $3 at Blue Cloud Gallery in Ball
Square or Magpie in Davis Square, starting tomorrow (Monday 12/15).
If you'd like to take your own bicycle tour, here’s the route we rode last night:

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zjRAIwVuyl1A kuEZbmahXT30

josie says:
Yes, another event supported by our tax dollars that excludes the disabled. I have no doubt that if a group of Urdu

speakers were going to take this tour they would go out and hire a translator. But if you're disabled? You're on your

own. It’s time to eliminate city funding for the Arts Council.

business as usual says:

Ron, the point is taking the tour alone shouldn’t be the answer. Very glib of you while ignoring the point. This is

easily fixed if anyone cared

Ron Newman says:

In the trolley that I rode (7:30“B”), I saw what looked like a wheelchair lift. So I think these tours are accessible.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

TheSomervilleTimes.com poll of the week

Mt. Vernon Restaurant and for third place a $25 gift certif- In addition to breaking news, sports and opinion, TheSomervilleTimes.com also features a daily poll in

icate. Submit your poem to be published in The Somerville which you, the reader, tell us where you come down on local issues. Last week’s poll concerned your views

Times in time for the holiday. Submit by Friday, December on whether or not you find the weekend road race street closures a nuisance. If you don't agree with the

19 either in person at 699 Broadway by mail or email to results, simply log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com.

news@thesomervilletimes.com. Poems Continued on page 11

Do you find the weekend road race street closures a nuisance?
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Janitor layoffs prompts
Tufts sit-in

By Rebecca Danvers

Students at Tufts University
staged a sit-in on their campus
last week, in protest of the uni-
versity administration’s move
to ask their janitorial services
contractor, DTZ, to lay off sev-
eral part time janitors who have
been working throughout the
Tufts system.

The Tufts Labor Coalition has
been working to persuade the
administration not to adminis-
ter these cuts.

On Tuesday and Wednesday
of last week Tufts Labor Coa-
lition students conducted a 33-
hour long sit-in in the Tufts ad-
ministration building.

Students made the demand that

Tufts students stood up for contracted service workers last week, and achieved their

goal of stopping layoffs of janitorial staffers.

there be no cuts until the contract
renewal period arrived and slept
overnight in the building.

An agreement not to lay off any
workers until at least April 2015

was signed by Executive Vice

President Patricia Campbell.
Additional agreements regard-

ing transparency and account-

ability were also signed.

City looks to CPA funding
for affordable housing

By Tom Bannister

The Community Preservation
Committee and Mayor Curta-
tone will be requesting that the
Somerville Board of Aldermen
appropriate some $2 million
from the CPAs funds for the
Somerville Affordable Housing
Trust Fund’s efforts to bolster
affordable housing initiatives in
the city.

According to the city, the Com-
munity Preservation Committee
voted in August to empower the
Somerville Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund, which has 25
years of experience preserving,
creating, and supporting afford-

able housing in Somerville, to
serve as the housing arm of the
The
will recommend granting the
Trust CPA funding annually,
which the Trust will allocate to
CPA-eligible affordable housing

projects and programs. In Au-

Committee. Committee

gust, the Committee voted to
recommend granting the Trust
45% of FY14 and FY15 CPA
revenue of $4.9 million and gave
the Trust the option to apply for
additional funding if needed.
Appropriations of CPA funding
to the Trust must be approved
by the Board of Aldermen.

The city also explains that in
anticipation of receiving CPA

Sally O’Brien’s
335 Somerville Ave.
617-666-3589

Monday December 22
Shawn Carter’s Cheapshots Comedy Jam 7 p.m.
Marley Mondays with Duppy Conquerors 10 p.m.

Tuesday December 23
Kristen Ford December Residency
featuring stellar guests 8 p.m.

Wednesday December 24
Merry Christmas

Thursday December 25
Merry Christmas

Friday December 26
Tuna Rangers 6 p.m.
Hear Now Live presents Diana DeMuth, Ivory Wax,
Miscellaneous Mischief $10 cover 9 p.m.

Saturday December 27
Patsy Hamel Band 6 p.m.
Black Dog Brother, Jiblantos $5 cover 9 p.m.

Sunday December 28
Mark Brine with Chuck Parrish and Larry Flint 5 p.m.
Nat |e FIanagan Band, Leon Rich, Trusty Sidekick 8 p m.
NEVER A COVER!!! '
www.sallyobriensbar.com

funding, the Affordable Hous-
ing Trust released a request
for information (RFI) in No-
vember alerting the affordable
housing community of the
potential for a new funding
source for the Trust and solic-
iting information on upcoming
funding requests. The Trust is
now officially accepting appli-
cations for CPA funds, contin-
gent upon Board of Aldermen
approval of the appropriation
request. Applications are due
no later than 12:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Jan. 16. Failure to submit
a response to the RFI does not
preclude an organization from
submitting a funding request
application. The Trust will con-
tinue accepting applications for
development projects request-
ing non-CPA Trust funds on
a rolling basis and will hold its
annual competitive process for
housing programs and the Ten-
ancy Stabilization Program in
the spring of 2015.

Mayor Curtatone weighed in
on the matter saying, “When
the voters of Somerville passed
the Community Preservation
Act by a neatly unprecedented
76% in 2012, they sent a strong
message of supporting invest-
ment in our community. With
unprecedented regional housing
market pressures, an increased
investment in housing afford-
ability is vital. The Community
Preservation Committee’s rec-
ommended appropriation of
over $2.2 million to the Trust
to support affordable housing is
a key step to ensuring our com-
munity remains vibrant and ac-

cessible to all”  Continued on page 6
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Now Booking Holiday Parties

15-100 guests

Have Sunday Brunch with Santa
on necememher 7 and December 14

gl $13.99

Not to be combined with any other offers or coupons

J
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valid up to 10 guests
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No Insurance? -
No Worries!

We Now Offer

the Q,lallt_y
Dental Plan

QDP is a quality discount dental plan
run locally...not by a 3rd party insurance company.
With QDP there are no deductibles, no exclusions,
no insurance hassles!

West Somerville Dental Associates offers

a full range of family care including dental
implants, sedation dentistry,
preventative and general
dentistry.

West Somerville

Dental

ASSOCIATES

Marhama Alvi-Shah, DMD

124 College Ave., Somerville - www.westsomervilledental.com

Call Today! 617-625-0543
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By Jim Clark

McDonalds patron not lovin’ it

Police were called to the Mc-
Donalds restaurant at Twin City
Plaza on Friday in response to
complaints that an unwanted
person was refusing to leave the
establishment.

the

manager of the restaurant

After police arrived,

told them that the person

in question, James Killackey,

Police were called to the Kmart
store on Middlesex Ave. last
Sunday afternoon on reports of
an alleged shoplifter being de-

tained there.

Upon arrival, police were in-

31, of Cambridge, appeared
to be drunk and was both-
ering other customers inside
the store.

As officers approached, Kil-
lackey reportedly assumed a de-
fiant and confrontational stance,
according to police reports.

The officers advised Kil-
lackey that the restaurant’s

Counting

formed that the suspect, Richard
Woods, 54, of Charlestown, had
been observed gathering pack-
ages of 800 thread sheets from
the stores shelves and then tak-
ing them to the customer service

management wanted him to
leave and that he needed to
do so immediately. Killack-
ey reportedly responded by
thrusting his hands into his
coat pockets and behaved in
a manner that the officers in-
terpreted as defiance of their
request for him to leave. He
further stated that no one

threads in jail now

desk without paying for them.
Loss prevention personnel re-
portedly watched Woods as here-
turned” the sheets for store credit.
After the transaction had been
completed the security personnel

had asked him to leave before,
police said.

Killackey was asked to remove
his hands from his pockets, for
the officers’ safety, but he report-
edly refused to do so.

At this point the officers pro-
ceeded to lead Killackey away
forcibly, which he resisted. He
reportedly struggled and argued

intercepted and detained Woods
before he could leave the store.

Woods had reportedly taken
three packages of sheets valued
at $39.95 each to the customer
service desk for a return.

with the officers, who eventually
took him to the floor and hand-
cuffed him.

Killackey

two cans of beer in the back

reportedly  had

pockets of his pants. He was
eventually removed from the
restaurant and placed under
arrest for disorderly conduct

and trespassing.

When asked by police why he
had done this, Woods reported-
ly told them that he was “broke.”

Woods was placed under arrest
and charged with shoplifting by

asportation.

SOMERVILLE

Arrests:

A juvenile, December 8, 2:30
p.m., arrested at Derby St.on a
charge of larceny from a build-
ing.

Sarah Whitlock, of 50 Col-
lege Ave., December 11, 2:20
p.m., arrested at home on
warrant charges of assault and
battery and assault and battery
with a dangerous weapon.

Tania Silva, of 41 Michigan
Ave., December 11, 8:49 p.m.,
arrested at 16 Indiana Ave. on
a charge of abuse prevention
order violation.

Roberto Pereira, of 31 Dex-
ter St.,, Medford, December
11,9:17 p.m., arrested at Dart-
mouth St. on charges of oper-
ation of a motor vehicle under
the influence of liquor and un-
licensed operation of a motor
vehicle.

Jerry Shead, of 156 Bow St.,
Everett, December 12, 1:42
p.m., arrested at 622 Somer-
ville Ave. on warrant charges
of operation of a motor vehicle
with a suspended license and
operation of a motor vehicle
with a suspended registration.

Jose Dos Santos, of 154
Grove St., Orlando, FL, De-
cember 12, 3:00 p.m., arrested
at 84 Cross St. on charges of
uninsured motor vehicle and
operation of a motor vehicle
with a suspended license.

James Killackey, of 66 Fifth
St., Cambridge, December 12,
5:11 p.m., arrested at 14 Mec-

Grath Hwy. on charges of dis-
orderly conduct and trespass-
ing.

Joshua McCutcheon, of 447
Cartier St., Manchester, NH,
December 13,2:14 a.m., arrest-
ed at Medford St. on charges
of uninsured motor vehicle or
trailer and disorderly conduct.

Brittany Callahan, of 20
Woodbury St. Atlington, De-
cember 13, 3:38 a.m., arrested
at 338 Somerville Ave. on war-
rant charges of number plate
violation and uninsured motor
vehicle or trailer.

Corey Rhode, of 186 Elliot
St., Brockton, December 13,
6:06 p.m., arrested at Bond St.
on a warrant charge of shoplift-
ing by concealing merchandise.

Ashley Joseph, of 101 Ver-
non St.,, December 13, 7:30
p.m., arrested at 180 Somer-
ville Ave. on a charge of larceny
over $250.

Xhane Jackson, of 16 Rowe-
na St., Dorchester, December
13, 7:30 p.m., arrested at 180
Somerville Ave. on a charge of
larceny over $250.

Robert Grasso, of 54 Adams
St., December 13, 7:31 p.m.,
arrested at 3 Dante Terr, on a
charge of assault and battery
with a dangerous weapon.

Stephen Murphy, of 108
Josephine Ave., December 14,
11:51 a.m., arrested at Bristol
Rd. on charges of negligent op-
eration of a motor vehicle and
operation of a motor vehicle
under the influence of drugs.

POLICE CRIME LOG

Richard Woods, of 49 Chap-
ee St., Charlestown, December
14, 5:46 p.m., arrested at 77
Middlesex Ave. on a charge of
shoplifting by asportation.

Justin Baltran, of 805 Hun-
tingtom Ave., Boston, Decem-
ber 14, 6:00 p.m., arrested at
499 Foley St. on a warrant
charge of carrying a firearm
with ammunition.

Benabed Imad, of 88 Mor-
ris Ave., Everett, December
14, 8:21 p.m., arrested at 220
Washington St. on charge of
assault and battery.

Incidents:

Theft:

December 8, 10:49 a.m., po-
lice reported a theft at High-
land Ave.

December 8, 1:18 p.m., police
reported a theft at 250 Elm St.

December 8, 2:30 p.m., police
reported a theft at Derby St.

December 8, 7:19 p.m., police
reported a theft at 775 Mc-
Grath Hwy.

December 10, 2:50 p.m., po-
lice reported a theft at Wash-
ington St.

December 10, 6:37 p.m.,
police reported a theft at 91
Highland Ave.

December 11, 5:41 a.m., po-
lice reported a theft at Orchard
St.

December 11, 11:43 a.m.,
police reported a theft at Mt.
Vernon St.

December 11, 5:18 p.m., po-
lice reported a theft at Walnut

St.
December 12, 1:49 p.m.,
police reported a theft at 118
Broadway.
December 13, 7:30 p.m.,
police reported a theft at 180

Somerville Ave.

Breaking & Entering:

December 8, 5:52 p.m., police
reported a breaking & entering
at Tufts St.

December 11, 3:09 p.m., po-
lice reported a breaking & en-
tering at Derby St.

December 11, 8:09 p.m., po-
lice reported a breaking & en-
tering at Clifton St.

December 12,10:26 a.m., po-
lice reported a breaking & en-
tering at 93 Highland Ave.

Assault:

December 9, 9:42 p.m., police
reported an assault at Snow
Terr.

December 12, 5:53 p.m., po-
lice reported an assault at Bo-
nair St.

December 12, 8:23 p.m., po-
lice reported an assault at 282
Somerville Ave.

December 13, 7:31 p.m., po-
lice reported an assault at Dan-
te Terr.

Destruction of Property:

December 8, 9:21 a.m., police
reported a destruction of prop-
erty at Prescott St.

December 9, 6:12 a.m., police
reported a destruction of prop-
erty at 47 Beacon St.

December 10, 1:55 p.m., po-

lice reported a destruction of
property at Somerville Ave.
December 14, 1:35 p.m., po-
lice reported a destruction of
property at College Ave.
December 13, 2:11 p.m., po-
lice reported a destruction of

property at Mansfield St.

Trespassing:

December 12, 5:11 p.m., po-
lice reported a trespassing at 14
McGrath Hwy.

Counterfeiting/Forgery:
December 8, 1:37 p.m., police
reported a counterfeiting/forg-
ery at Summer St.
December 12, 4:12 p.m., po-
lice reported a counterfeiting/

forgery at Washington St.

Disorderly Conduct:
December 8, 1:12 a.m., police
reported a disorderly conduct
at 24 College Ave.
December 13, 2:14 a.m., po-
lice reported a disordetly con-

duct at Medford St.

DUI:

December 11, 9:17 p.m., po-
lice reported a driving under
the influence at Dartmouth St.

December 13, 10:21 p.m.,
police reported a driving under
the influence at Broadway.

December 14, 11:51 a.m,,
police reported a driving under
the influence at Bristol Rd.

Drug Violation:
December 14, 6:15 p.m., po-
lice reported a drug violation at

698 Assembly Row.
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By Jim Clark

While on duty blocking traffic
in support of the ‘Jungle Bell
Run’ marathon race last Sun-
day, a Somerville police officer’s
cruiser was smashed into by an-
other vehicle while the race was
underway.

The officer’s cruiser was parked
in the street with the blue lights
on at Bristol Rd. and Broadway,
blocking through traffic for the
runners safety.

Just before noon, the officer
noticed a car stopped at the in-
tersection that seemed to be
waiting for the light to turn
green. When the vehicle failed
to move after the green light the
officer approached and saw that

DECEMBER 17, 2014 5

‘Jingle Bell’ cop car crash

the driver, later identified as Ste-
phen Murphy, 47, appeared to
be asleep at the wheel.

After getting no response from
tapping on the driver’s side win-
dow, the officer flagged down a
passing EMT unit in case the
driver was found to be in need of
medical attention.

After repeatedly rapping on
the vehicle’s windows, the offi-
cer and EMT personnel finally
managed to wake Murphy who
immediately accelerated the car
and broadsided the parked po-
lice cruiser.

According to reports, Murphy
seemed to have fallen asleep
again while still pressing the
vehicle’s accelerator peddle, al-
though the car was smashed

Law Offices at
741 Broadway

O’Donovan & Dwyer

“Your local Attorneys”

Specializing in

* Real Estate/Zoning

* Estate Planning/Wills & Trusts

* Worker's Comp/Personal Injury

» Civil and Criminal Litigation

www.ODOLAW.COM

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

A Somerville police officer’s routine duty turned a bit harrowing on Sunday when an apparently impaired driver smashed into

the side of his cruiser.

against the officer’s cruiser.

At that point the officer
smashed the driver’s side win-
dow in order to turn off the
ignition and remove the keys,
for the safety of everyone in
the vicinity.

After Murphy regained con-
sciousness the officer asked
him if he was all right but he
did not answer. When asked
what had happened Murphy
still did not speak.

The officer asked Murphy to
step out of the vehicle, at which
time it was reportedly apparent
that he was having trouble main-
taining his balance.

The officer reportedly helped

Murphy walk to a nearby
parked vehicle that he leaned
on as the officer continued his
questioning.

When asked whether or not
he was diabetic, Murphy re-
portedly said “yes” in a slurred
manner. However, the ambu-
lance crew members reportedly
found that Murphy’s glucose
level appeared normal after ad-
ministering a test.

When asked whether or not
he had been drinking, Murphy
said that he had not. When
asked where he had just come
from he reportedly said “home,”
and when asked where he was
going he also said “home,” ac-

— Photos by Donald Norton

cording to reports.

The officer reported that he de-
tected a strong odor of mouth-
wash on Murphy’s breath.

Although some initial witness
reports suggested that Murphy
had smashed into the police
cruiser out of frustration due to
the blockage of the roadway, it
was ultimately determined that
the incident occurred because
of the impaired state of Mur-
phy’s ability to remain conscious
while driving,

Murphy was placed under ar-
rest and charged with negligent
operation of a motor vehicle and
operation of a motor vehicle un-
der the influence of drugs.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to News@
TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144. The Somerville Times
Reserves the right to edit letters for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact
information. Contact information will not be shared with the public. We look forward to hearing from you.

Once again Somerville has sur-
rendered a giant plot of prime real
estate to luxury condos, in this
case the property behind the Stop
& Shop, between Garfield Ave
and Cross Street. The city was
supposedly obligated to reserve
this parcel for commercial use, but
after two and a half years of hag-
gling, the planning board finally
threw in the towel last Thursday.
There will be NO commercial use
at the Cross street site, none, zero.
The lone dissenting vote was from
Joseph Favaloro, and he prefaced
it by emphasizing that many cit-
izens of East Somerville still bit-
terly oppose this project, even
after years of marketing and gre-
enwash from the developers.

One might be forgiven for think-
ing that the SomerVision plan is
a sham. The residential zones
seethe with infill development, as
developers brag about “appetite”
and devour every property they
can get their hands on. They tar-

get the outsized and corner lots
first, just as they did in Brooklyn
and San Francisco, and the result
will be the same: a heartless gat-
ed citadel. Our administration
has the nerve to pronounce that
“a rising tide lifts all boats,” but
with economic stratification sur-
passing Gilded Age levels, this
brazen defense of plutocratiza-
tion is an outrageous insult to
our collective intelligence.
Meanwhile, as the unaffordable

McMansions metastasize, our
green space disappears beneath
concrete and asphalt. Despite
Somerville's claims to be a “tree
city’, in reality Somerville offers
no protection whatsoever for
trees on private property. This is
particularly egregious since the
majority of our remaining trees
are located on private property.
Our lack of policy stands in stark
contrast to the tree-protection
ordinances enacted by many of

our neighboring towns and cities.

Cambridge, Newton, and Lex-
ington all have tree ordinances
that protect large privately owned
trees against damage or removal
by the property owner.

Mature trees are exquisitely
valuable for dozens of reasons
including energy conservation,
runoff management, and climate
change mitigation. We must fol-
low in our neighbors’ footsteps
quickly, while we still have trees to
protect. A zoning amendment has
been proposed that would with-
hold special permits from devel-
opers who destroy shade or fruit
trees during condo conversions.
Residents who care about keeping
Somerville green should contact
their alderman and aldermen at
large, and urge them to vote in fa-
vor of this amendment,

Chris Korda

Somerville Development Watch
http://somervilledevelopment-
watch.org/
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BOA supports Somerville Overcoming Addiction proposals con rromec:

which will encourage residents
to report overdoses, as well as
incorporation of Good Samar-
itan public awareness programs
to educate residents and police
of the importance.

Cooperation with pharmacies
to encourage drug take back
bins would help to take excess
medications off the street, ac-
cording to the findings of the
Aldermen sponsors. Also, it
has been proposed that local
pharmacies should be encour-
aged to stock Narcan and make
available without a prescrip-
tion. Working with pharmacies
to ensure they are participating
in the prescription monitoring
program was also mention as
a desirable addition to the pro-

posed efforts discussed.

City participation in Red
Ribbon Week is also advised,
as is encouraging Somerville
schools to have monthly guest
speakers on substance abuse
related activity.

The city should implement a
guidance/employment  center
targeting 18 to 25 year olds,
according to the SOA recom-
mendations, including a prison
reentry program for newly re-
leased residents.

Better outreach from the of-
fice of prevention to support
community volunteers is also
an important component of
the proposed program. Staff-
ing the office of prevention
with at least one person that

is in long term recovery to
provide outreach to at risk
communities is also seen as a
highly desirable goal.
According to SOA recommen-
dations, the office of prevention
should do greater outreach and
hire youth organizers who are

more closely connected to drug

problems in the city.
It was also suggested that the
city of Somerville should also

help SOA with the process of

non-profit status, similar to the
boxing and football programs.
Alderman McLaughlin and
Alderman At Large Rossetti
have been working with SOA
over the past 8 months, attend-
ing meetings and going over
the fine points of the propos-

City looks to CPA funding for
affordable housing cont rromec s

Ward One Alderman Matthew McLaughlin urged the pass the proposal to support
SOA’s recommendations for opiate addiction treatment and prevention.

als that were submitted to the
Board last week.

The approval of support for
the SOA proposals will help
bolster the efforts of the orga-

nization in its mission to find
better solutions for dealing
with opiate addiction within
the community, according to

the aldermen.

Chair of the Community Pres-
Michael
A. Capuano, likewise advocated

ervation Committee,

for the allocation saying, “The
Community Preservation Com-
mittee’s recommendation to the

Board
strates our deep commitment to

of Aldermen demon-

supporting housing affordabil-
ity in Somerville. Our City is
fortunate to have an Affordable
Housing Trust Fund with such
a breadth and depth of expertise
and experience, and we look for-
ward to collaborating with the
Trust as they take on the role of
the housing arm of the Commit-
tee.

The Trust Fund itself has
voiced its enthusiasm for the
move. “The Trust is very grateful
for the Community Preserva-
tion Committee’s strong sup-
port for meeting the affordable
housing need in the City and for
its recognition of the work of
the Trust,” said Mary Cassesso,
Managing Trustee of the Af-
fordable Housing Trust Fund.
“We are eager to work with the
Community Preservation Com-
mittee to further the mission of
creating, expanding, preserving
and rehabilitating the stock of
affordable housing in the City.”

According to the city, in No-
vember 2012, Somerville vot-

ers overwhelmingly approved
a 1.5% CPA surcharge on net
property taxes. In FY2014, the
City collected $1.3 million in
CPA revenue and appropriat-
ed an additional $1.35 million
in free cash to the City's CPA
Fund. The City received over
$900,000 in matching funds
from the state in November and
anticipates collecting an addi-
tional $1.3 million in surcharge
revenue in FY2015, resulting in
$4.9 million being available for
open space, outdoor recreation,
historic preservation, and af-
fordable housing projects.

The Community Preservation
Committee opened a competi-
tive application process for the
distribution of CPA funds for
open space, outdoor recreation,
and historic preservation proj-
ects in August. On Dec. 1, the
Committee received 15 appli-
cations totaling $8.8 million in
requests. The Committee an-
ticipates making recommenda-
tions to the Board of Aldermen
regarding which projects to fund
in early March.

It has been widely noted that
the Committee is seeking com-
munity input on which projects
should receive CPA funding by
holding two public meetings in
the new year, one on Jan. 7 at

7 p.m. in the Board of Alder-
men Chambers at City Hall, 93

Highland Ave., and one on Jan.

12 at 7 p.m. in the community

room at the Visiting Nurses As-

sociation, 259 Lowell St., during
which applicants will give a brief
presentation on their project

proposals and residents will
have the opportunity to offer
comments. Residents may also
submit written comments on
the proposals, all of which are
available on the CPA website,
through Jan. 31, 2015 by email

to emonea@somervillema.gov

or by mail to Emily Monea,
SomerStat, 93 Highland Ave.,
Somerville, MA 02143.

For more information on the

CPA, sign up for the CPA Email

Newsletter by visiting the City'’s
website at www.somervillema.
gov/CPA and clicking “Sign Up
Now for CPA News.” Please
contact Emily Monea at 617-
625-6600 x2118 or emonea@
somervillema.gov with com-
ments or questions.

To access the Trust applica-
tion, please visit www.somervil-
lema.gov/departments/afford-

able-housing-trust-fund

or contact Kelly Donato at 617-
625-6600 x2560 or kdonato@

somervillema.gov.

Be sure to visit us online at
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

and

click on CPA/Trust Application

Martin B. Dropkin

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145

Bankruptcy

Family Law
Immigration

Personal Injury
Business Law
Estate Planning and Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law

Civil Litigation

mdropkin@dropkinmatza.com

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

VENTCLEANERS.COM

Home & Condo
Vents Cleaned

Office Vents
Cleaned

RESTAURANT
HOOD GRILLE EXHAUST
CLEANED & INSPECTED

“Lowest Rates Around”
Low as $250.00

ALL TYPES VENT CLEANING SERVICE
CALL 617-828-5823 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Dryer Vents
Cleaned

Greek American Social
Construction Glub Inc
79 Bow Street
Somerville, MA
Welcome to our Glub!

The club is available for
parties of any kind
For more information Call Mike @
617-628-0819

Everybody is welcome and
we hope to see you soon!

Ad Agent

Need a part-time job in Somerville?

-

Housewifes, students?

Come sell ads for us.

Make 20% plus commission
on every ad you sell.

If you know Somerville

you can sell ads for Sometrville's
"most widely read newspaper”

For a new start
call Bobbie today

617 666-4010
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Spindler Confections - Somerville’s Own Sweets

By Laura Stiffler

If you've ever been to Magpie,
Formaggio or Dave’s Fresh Pas-
ta, then you've seen the rect-
angular white boxes with the
delicate cursive ‘Spindler Con-
fections” label. Salted caramels,
peanut brittle and caramel nut
clusters; images causing this re-
porter to salivate like, well...a kid
in a candy shop. All those and
more, hand- made and packaged
right here in Somerville.

Jeremy Spindler didn't plan on
becoming a candy-maker. After
years of schooling, a Bachelor,
two Master’s and a PhD, Spin-
dler was on his way to becom-
ing a Music Professor. But like
Lennon said, ‘life happens when
you're making plans.

During the holiday season in
2011, Spindler decided to make
batches of homemade candies
for his close friends and family,
a skill he learned from his moth-
er while growing up in Indiana.
His flavorful treats were a hit
and word got out. Soon Spin-
dler began receiving inquiries for
his candies from people he did
not know, and within months,
Spindler Confections was born.

After becoming a Certified

Residential Kitchen in June of
2012, Spindler now works out
of his Somerville home as the
sole employee of Spindler Con-
fections.

His candies are somewhat ar-
tisanal, yet largely old fashioned
and made in micro-batches.
They are naturally flavored using
real extracts, oils, fruit, honey
and maple sugar. The flavorings,
oil and extracts come from Olive
Nation, a local ingredient store
in Charlestown, while most of
the fruits used come from the
Tougas Family Farm in North-
borough or Russos Market in
Watertown. Spindler’s candies
contain no artificial preserva-
tives or colorings, and although
they are not organic, they con-
tain a natural alternative with
much more flavor than factory
produced candy. Because no ar-
tificial preservatives make their
way into the candy, Spindler
advises consumption with a
sell-by date; a feat that will not
prove difficult once the first bite
of sugary goodness hits the con-
sumer’s lips.

Spindler Confections can be
found in many different loca-
tions around town. Every oth-
er Saturday, Spindler sets up a

MOUNT VERNON

RESTAURANT

14 Broadway
Somerville MA

A tradition
of fine foods
since 1935

Mt. Vernon Catering

Catering for all your Special
Events
From 30 - 1000 guests
Weddings, Clambakes,
Backyard BBQ's, Christenings,

Graduations, Bereavements,

Anniversaries, Bridal & Baby
Showers, Pig Roasts,
Retirement Parties,
Birthday Parties,
Holiday Parties and more!

One call and we can
help plan it all!
Mention this ad and get
10% off your next event!

Also offering full party rental
needs from tables, tents,
chairs, linens and more!

We can create a menu
to satisfy every taste
and budget!

Call 617-800-3089

Email: mtvernonrestaurants@yahoo.com

Want to write local
Somerville stories?
Call 617-666-4010
and speak to the
Assignment Editor

To
advertise
in
The
Somerville
Times
call
Bobbie
Toner:
617-666-4010

The Norton Group

Buying or Selling?
617-623-6600

=

Jeremy Spindler is bringing quality home-style confectionary delights to Somerville sweets lovers.

booth at the Somerville Winter
Farmers Market in The Cen-
ter for the Arts at the Armory,
191 Highland Ave. Stop by this
Saturday December 20, and
pick up a freshly made batch of
chocolate covered caramels to
satiate the family and in-laws

tionally, one can find Spindler
Confections at Magpie, Jade
Moran Jewelry, Dave’s Fresh
Pasta, Formaggio Kitchen, Q’s
Nuts, Atrlington Centered or
Sherman Cafe and Market.

For further information or
to purchase candies online,

confections.com/ or to place
a special order, call Jeremy at
(812) 550-2927.

Completely homemade, hand
cut, hand wrapped, packaged
and hand labeled, the delicious
candies of Spindler Confec-

tions are truly a local Somer-

visiting for the holidays. Addi-

visit

http://www.spindler-

ville delight.

Dorothy/s Corner

BY DOROTHY DIMARZO

Let’s face it we all need food to survive, That
being said, why not enjoy your food?

Over the past 20-25 years eating habits
have continued to evolve. Eating pre-pack-
aged frozen meals, grabbing fast food or fol-
lowing the popular“fad” diet of the time has
become our way of life.

Now, fast forward to the present day. We
want to know what we are feeding our bod-
ies. We also want foods that are not treated
with pesticides, GMO’s (genetically modi-
fied organisms), or growth hormones. We
want to support small local farmers more,
to give us fresh, sustainable and affordable
foods. The bottom line for most of us is
that we want to know where our food is
coming from.

Boy, have times changed! I remember
when eating out at a restaurant was a
luxury, typically prompted by a celebra-
tion of some kind. These days, restau-
rant culture has changed immensely. We
eat at restaurants more often. Choice,
taste and lifestyles often motivate our
choices everyday.

I was born in Somerville, and grew up in
this very city during the 70’s and 80’s, in a
typical Italian/Irish family. Food was a way
of life at our house. I started cooking 24
years ago and thanks to public television
and the Food Network, I found my niche.
Cooking is a hobby of mine. I was a bak-
ery manager at an artisan bread company
where I gained experience in small batch
bread making and catering for 5 to 300
people. I currently work as a personal chef
where I cater to the individual requests of
my clients. I have experience with writing
my own recipes as well as adapting recipes
to make them more healthful. You could say
I'm a“self proclaimed foodie.”

I would like to welcome you to Dorothy’s
Corner! I look forward to writing this col-
umn and sharing some of my own recipes
as well as others I have adapted over time.
I will also include local restaurant reviews
and, well, pretty much anything about food.
I encourage readers to write in and com-
ment and/or ask me any of their food relat-
ed questions. Just Ask Dorothy!
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THE HOUSE AND SENATE. There were no roll

calls in the House or Senate last week.

Our Legislators in the House and Senate for
Somerville:

Rep. Denise Provost

DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-seventh Mid-
dlesex. - Consisting of precinct 3 of ward 2, all precincts
of ward 3, precinct 3 of ward 4, and all precincts of

wards 5 and 6, of the city of Somerville, in the county
of Middlesex.

Rep. Timothy Toomey

DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Twenty-sixth Middle-
sex. - Consisting of all precincts of ward 1, precinct 1
of ward 2, precincts 1 and 2 of ward 3, and precinct 1
of ward 6, of the city of Cambridge, and all precincts of
ward 1 and precincts 1 and 2 of ward 2, of the city of
Somerville, both in the county of Middlesex.

Sen. Patricia Jehlen

DISTRICT REPRESENTED: Second Middlesex.
- Consisting of the cities of Cambridge, wards 9 to 11,
inclusive, Medford and Somerville, and the town of
Winchester, precincts 4 to 7, inclusive, in the county of

Middlesex.

This week, with the end of the 2013-2014 session only
weeks away, Beacon Hill Roll Call, in the first of a series of
special reports, takes a look at some of the bills that were
approved by the Legislature and signed into law by Gov.
Deval Patrick in the 2013-2014 session.

CHANGES IN ELECTION LAWS (H 4072)
House 147-4, Senate 38-0, approved a law making
changes in the state’s election laws. Key provisions al-
low online voter registration; 16- and 17-year-olds to
pre-register to vote and automatically be qualified to
vote upon turning 18; and early voting beginning 10
business days before any primary or general election and
ending two days before the election.

Supporters said it was time for Massachusetts to join the
19 states that allow online registration and the 32 that
permit early voting. They argued both changes will in-

crease voter turnout.

Some opponents said the pre-registration of 16- and
17-year-olds is an unnecessary and unworkable idea that
is opposed by many understaffed city and town clerks.
They said many teenagers who pre-register will go away
to college and find out they can't vote in their college
town because they are already registered in their home-
town. Others argued the proposal does not include a key
safeguard requiring voters to show a picture ID in order
to vote.

(A“Yes” vote is for the law. A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey  Yes
Sen. Sal DiDomenico ~ Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

$177 MILLION FOR MILITARY INSTALLA-
TIONS (H 3930)

House 151-0, Senate 35-2, approved a law to provide
$177 million over the next five years to make improve-
ments at and expand the state’s six military installations.

Supporters said this ensures that Massachusetts pro-
vides funding for all its major federal military bases and
may help persuade the federal government not to close
the state’s military bases if and when another round of
closings occurs. They argued these military installations
contribute more than $14.2 billion to the state’s econo-
my and support more than 46,000 jobs.

Opponents said it is questionable whether state dollars
should be used for a national purpose. They argued the
money would be better spent on state problems like ed-
ucation, construction, health care and clean energy, all of
which will also help create jobs.

(A“Yes” vote is for the law. A“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey  Yes
Sen. Sal DiDomenico ~ Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

GAS LEAKS (H 4164)

House 147-0, Senate 38-0, approved a law to require gas
leaks to be repaired by the gas company in a time frame
based on a three-tier classification system of dangerous-
ness. Grade One leaks are most likely to cause an explo-
sion and would have to be repaired immediately. Grade
Two leaks are expected to create a hazard in the future
and would have to be fixed within 15 months, while
Grade Three leaks are non-hazardous and would have to
be reevaluated every six months. Other provisions align
civil penalties for pipeline facility and gas transportation
safety violations with federal law and require gas leaks
that are identified within a school zone to be prioritized.

Supporters said the state’s gas delivery system is the sec-
ond oldest in the nation and has 5,700 miles of leak-
prone distribution pipe and 20,000 known leaks. They
noted the bill will help prevent gas leak tragedies, save
lives and have a positive impact on the environment by
reducing methane gas.

(A“Yes” vote is for the law.)

Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey  Yes
Sen. Sal DiDomenico  Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ANTI-BULLYING (H 3909)

House 145-4, Senate 37-1, approved a law adding some
provisions to the 2010 anti-bullying law that requires all
public and private schools to develop and implement a
plan to prevent bullying from occurring and to discipline
bullies. The new law requires that each plan recognize
that some students may be more vulnerable to become
targets of bullying based on “race, color, religion, ances-
try, national origin, sex, socioeconomic status, home-
lessness, academic status, gender identity or expression,
physical appearance, pregnant or parenting status, sexual
orientation, or mental, physical, developmental or senso-
ry disability”

Other provisions include requiring schools to annually
report bullying data to the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education, the attorney general and the
Legislature and inform the parents of the victim about
the departments problem resolution system and the

process for seeking assistance or filing a claim.

Supporters said these changes will enhance the law and
save countless children from a lifetime of physical and

emotional scars and worse,

Opponents agree that bullying must be stopped but said
the bill is another unfunded state mandate that stretches
administrative staff with additional unnecessary paper-
work. Some said it is divisive to enumerate categories of
students and said all students deserve a safe learning en-

vironment.

(A“Yes” vote is for the law. A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey  Yes
Sen. Sal DiDomenico  Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

BABY HEART SCREENINGS (S 1919)

House 147-0, Senate 37-0, approved a law to require all
newborns to have a test that will determine whether he
or she has a congenital heart defect. The test would be
required to be performed prior to the infant being dis-

charged from the hospital.

Supporters said 27 other states have this mandate and
noted the requirement will save lives.

(A “Yes” vote is for the law.)

Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey  Yes
Sen. Sal DiDomenico  Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE (S 2021)

House 152-0, Senate 40-0, approved a law to address
the water and wastewater infrastructure challenges fac-
ing the state. The measure expands the spending capac-
ity of the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust from $88
million to $138 million; creates and allocates $3 million
for a technical assistance program to be used for the de-
velopment of asset management plans and to identify
green infrastructure opportunities; simplifies the regu-
latory burden of complying with Title 5; and encourages
regional projects by allowing public entities to jointly
apply for planning grants to develop water pollution
abatement plans.

Supporters said the law would help keep the state’s waters
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continued

clean in a responsible, efficient manner. They noted it
creates jobs, puts resources into water technology inno-
vation and will put Massachusetts at the cutting edge of
this technology.

(A“Yes” vote is for the law.)

Rep. Denise Provost Yes
Rep. Timothy Toomey  Yes
Sen. Sal DiDomenico  Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

FRESHMEN HOUSE MEMBERS’ BOOT CAMP
- More than 20 freshman representatives who will take
the oath of office in January spent three days last week
at the Academy for New Legislators'“boot camp” orien-
tation event hosted by House Speaker Robert DeLeo at
the Amherst campus of UMass. The bipartisan semi-an-
nual event offers advice and training on many subjects
for this group of newly elected legislators including the
rules of the House, how a bill becomes law, how the
House works, ethics and campaign finance.

SIX-YEAR CAREER PLANNING FOR SIXTH
GRADERS YEARS (H 4527) - The House approved
and sent to the Senate a bill that would create a com-
mittee to investigate and study the possible development
and implementation of a six-year career planning project
for each sixth grader. The implementation would begin
in the 2016-2017 school year for all sixth graders and
would be coordinated by licensed school guidance coun-
selors. The committee would present the report to the

Legislature with recommendations for any action it feels

should be taken.

Supporters said the bill will help students receive the
necessary education and develop the skills required to
succeed in a career. They argued that it is important to
empower students early in their academic careers so they

can set clear goals.

TASK FORCE ON CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
PREVENTION (H 4305) - The House approved and
sent to the Senate a bill creating a task force on child
sexual abuse prevention. The task force would develop
strategies for incentivizing organizations serving chil-
dren to develop and implement sexual abuse prevention
and intervention plans. It would also develop a five-year
plan for using community education and other strategies
to increase public awareness about child sexual abuse in-
cluding how to recognize signs, minimize risk and act
on suspicions or disclosures. The task force would make
recommendations to the Legislature.

DECAL FOR DRIVERS ON LEARNER’S PER-
MIT (H 3681) - The House gave initial approval to
a bill that would require a learner’s permit decal to
be clearly visible to law enforcement officers on the
window of any vehicle being driven by a driver with
a learnet’s permit. The size, cost and other details
would be determined by the Registry of Motor Vehi-
cles, and a violation of the requirement would result

in a $50 fine.

LUNCH - BRUNCH - DINNER « LIVE MUSIC

(617) 776-2004 17 Holland St
Davis Square ® Somerville MA

directly across from Davis T-stop

Supporters said this would warn other drivers that the
novice driver is inexperienced and encourage them to
take extra caution. They said the requirement would re-
duce the frustration of and honking by other motorists.

Opponents said the bill is a solution in search of a prob-
lem that doesn't exist. They noted that families with
more than one car would have to get one decal for each
car. They argued that experienced drivers would often be
driving the car with the decal and mistaken for a novice.

HOMELESS YOUTH UNDER AGE 24 (H4517) -
The House approved and sent to the Senate legislation
creating a commission to study and make recommen-
dations to provide adequate resources for unaccom-
panied homeless youth under the age of 24. The state
would then enter into contracts with organizations
and agencies to provide housing and support services
to these youths.

Supporters said there are thousands of youths who are
living on their own without adequate food and shelter.
They argued there is desperate need for increased hous-
ing and shelter options and noted homelessness often
leads to poor health, exposure to violence, susceptibility
to exploitation, high-risk behaviors and a dependence on
public systems and benefits.

SELL LIQUOR AT CONTINUING CARE COM-
MUNITIES (S 2407) - The Senate approved a bill
allowing the sale of alcohol at continuing care com-
munities, retirement communities and assisted living

facilities.

Supporters said many of these communities already of-
fer top notch in-house restaurants but noted that the
facility is not allowed to serve liquor. They argued that
allowing alcohol is simply an extension that will benefit
residents and make profits for the homes.

HAZARDOUS WASTE (S 2105) - The House and
Senate approved and sent to Gov. Patrick legislation
that amends the current law that requires companies re-
sponsible for hazardous materials spills to reimburse the
city or town for the cost of its emergency response. The
measure would expand current law and require reim-
bursement even for the “threat” of release of the materi-
als. Another provision releases private homeowners and
renters from reimbursing the community for the cost of
any cleanup of oil or hazardous material on their proper-
ty if they notify the local fire department of the incident
immediately, the home was only used as a residence, and
the owner or renter was not grossly negligent and did

not illegally possess oil or hazardous materials.

Supporters said currently communities use lots of re-
sources and dollars to respond to these calls but are
not reimbursed unless there is an actual spill. They
noted that non-commercial private homeowners and
tenants should not be liable for cleanup costs if they
meet certain conditions.

ENERGY EFFICIENT TRAINING FOR BUILD-
ING MANAGERS (H 4020) - The House approved
and sent to the Senate a bill requiring the Energy Effi-

ciency Advisory Council and the Greater Boston Real
Estate Board to develop recommendations for in-depth
energy efficiency education and training programs to be
offered to commercial building managers and operators.

Supporters said these programs would be invaluable to
these managers and would result in more energy effi-

ciency and a cleaner environment.

QUOTABLE QUOTES - “By the Numbers” Edition”

“1795” — The year a time capsule, removed last week, was
placed in the granite cornerstone of the Massachusetts State-
house.

“$475” — The estimated cost for each incoming freshman
legislator to attend last week’s semi-annual orientation class
held by House Speaker Robert DeLeo at UMass Amberst’s
Marriott Center.

“$35 million” — The amount of money that MassHealth
paid in “questionable and unallowable medical claims” ac-
cording to an audit by Auditor Suzanne Bump. MassHealth
provides access to healthcare services for an estimated 1.4
million eligible low- and moderate-income individuals.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to
irresponsible late night sessions and a mad rush to act
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the

end of an annual session.

During the week of December 8-12, the House met for
a total of 52 minutes while the Senate met for a total of
three hours and eight minutes.

Mon. December 8 House 11:02 a.m. to 11:28 a.m.
Senate 11:03 a.m. to 11:26 a.m.
Tues. December 9 No House session
No Senate session
Wed. December 10 No House session

No Senate session

Thurs. December 11  House 11:04 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Senate 2:16 p.m. to 5:01 p.m.

Fri. December 12

No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconbillrollcall.com

The
Norton

Group
Buying or Selling?

www.thenortongroupre.com

Thai | Hut| Restaurant

AlTaste of Siam |
Voted Best of Somerville 2008 - 2011
93 Beacon Street,
Somerville, MA 02143
Tel: 617-492-8377
Fax: 617-492-8534
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Moving forward on campaign finance reform

By Joseph A. Curtatone

In September, I vetoed an ordi-
nance that sought to set tough
restrictions on campaign con-
tributions from developers and
others not because I disagreed
with the intentions, but be-
cause I believed that as written
the ordinance would be unen-
forceable. We should be grate-

ful that Somerville has such a

By William C. Shelton

In October, Mayor Curtatone
announced “Sustainable Neigh-
borhoods,” an initiative to main-
tain Somerville’s housing afford-
ability and economic diversity.
The good news for me is that
the city will finally mobilize the
full range of tactics that Mayor
Capuanos Affordable Housing

Task Force recommended six-

progressive Board of Aldermen
that won't wait for others to
undertake the reforms that our
state and nation so badly need.
We share the same values: That
elected officials should represent
everyone, not only the biggest
campaign contributors, and that
even the appearance of influence
can negatively impact our com-
munity.

In the case of this particular
ordinance, I did not seek to put
an end to Somerville’s efforts
around campaign finance re-
form, but only to give us time
to work with the Board and put
forward a law that is enforce-
able, effective, and comprehen-
sive. Last week, I submitted a
revised ordinance built upon the

laudable work already undertak-
en by the aldermen that aims to
achieve our shared goals and re-
flect our shared values.

The revised ordinance puts in
place an enforcement mecha-
nism in the form of a contracted,
independent auditor who would
collect contribution disclosure
forms from all candidates for
public office, current elected
officials, and anyone defined
as an “applicant.” That includes
developers seeking approval for
projects of 10,000 square feet
or more, keeping in place the
restrictions put forward in the
first draft of this reform. It also
includes anyone seeking to en-
ter a contract with the City that
isn't required by law to go to the

lowest qualified bidder, anyone
looking to buy or sell real state
from or to the City, and anyone
seeking financial assistance from
the City.

Anytime someone puts in an
application for a special permit
for a large enough project, or
seeks a contract with the City, or
anything else covered under the
ordinance, the auditor would re-
view disclosure forms and cam-
paign finance reports. Anyone
who has made a contribution
of more than $250 to a sitting
elected official in either the cur-
rent or preceding year will be
ineligible to receive the permit,
contract or other award or ap-
proval from the City.

This keeps in place the inten-

The fatal flaw in the city’'s

teen years ago.

The bad news is that the plan
sets a goal of building 9,000
new housing units in Somer-
ville over the next sixteen years.
The 2012 SomerVision plan
had previously set a goal of
6,000 new units, which was
bad; 9,000 would ensure that
our city becomes less affordable
and diverse than it is today.

I like dense urban life. I loved
living in Manhattan for two
years. But Somerville is already
New England’s densest city.
Among Massachusetts’ 351 cit-
ies and towns, we have the worst
jobs-to-workers ratio and the
least amount of open space per
1,000 residents.

If we're going to increase our
total housing stock by 27%
over sixteen years, we ought to
have good reasons. Maintain-
ing housing affordability and
population diversity are not
credible ones.

The rationale for explosive
housing growth seems to be
that (1) increasing the supply
of available units relative to de-
mand will ease price pressure,
and (2) other elements of the
Neighborhoods

plan, like expanded inclusionary

Sustainable

zoning requirements, will make
a significant portion of the new
units “affordable.”

The problem with the first as-
sumption is that the affordable

®Massachusetts® ==

affordable housing initiative

housing crisis is regional. There
is no amount of market-rate
new units that could realistically
be crammed into our city over
sixteen years and be suficient to
equilibrate supply and demand
at prices lower than we see today.

The problem with the second
assumption is that adding 9,000
units would worsen the city’s
structural fiscal deficit to the
point that we could not pay for
other elements of the Sustain-
able Neighborhoods plan, or for
all the other municipal services
that sustain affordability.

The City of Somerville is on
welfare. Our property and excise
tax collections cover only 64%
of what we spend. We are one

tion of the original legislation,
while putting the responsibility
of enforcing it on appropriate
officials—the independent au-
ditor and the City Ethics Com-
mission. Now instead of City
staff in our Planning and Zon-
ing Division putting campaign
donation information in front of
the Planning Board and Zoning
Board of Appeals—which under
state and case law are required to
review specific projects and not
applicants themselves—we will
have an independent auditor
working under the purview of
a City commission that already
exists to review any potential
conflicts of interest in City gov-

ernment. It keeps the Planning

Board and Continued on page 16

of Massachusetts’ needy munic-
ipalities, relying on state aid to
cover 24% of our budget.

A gross imbalance between the
amounts of residential and com-
mercial property in the city fully
explains our deficit. Residential
property is taxed at 61% of the
rate at which commercial prop-
erty is taxed, but it generates
twice the rate of city expens-
es. The total assessed value of
Somerville’s taxable commercial
property is only one-eighth the
value of its taxable residential
property, and the trend is in the
wrong direction.

As Somerville deindustrial-
ized, previous city administra-

tions Continued on page 19

Reprinted, revised and
borrowed from articles

of Christmas past.

For vyears I wrote
Christmas  parodies
with my counter-

part Tom Doyle formerly of WROR.
My songs have graced the airwaves of
Kiss 108, Eagle 93.7, and Oldies 103. It
was a great run! You can see some of my
silliness on A Very Seriously Somerville
Christmas on city cable channels 13 and
22, and by following this link: youtube.
com/somervillecitytv.

Some of my past Christmas favorites
have been: Go Shave Ye Hairy Gentle-
men, We Three Kids from Orient Heights,
Waiting For a Win at Wonderland and I'm

Life in the K){iK3

Fleeing in A White Bronco - sung in my
best “OJ” voice back in 1994. A favorite
from my Kiss days was Dingle-Balls On
My I-ROC - sung to the tune of Jingle Bell
Rock.

Here's one to the tune of Little Town of
Bethlehem:

Obh little lounge in Somerville, you see a
few here and there

In Teele, Magoun and Ball Square too,
and many in Davis Square

Ob how we miss Pat Connelly’s, Frascatis
and Pine Tree

Rail Side is gone, but going strong is Rose-
bud and Jobnny D’s

How about The 12 Days of Christmas
Past?:
On the 12th day of Christmas my true love

by Jimmy Del Ponte

gave to me:

12 coats from Cummings,

11 ties from Gorins,

10 belts from Kresge’s,

9 coats from Parke Snows,

8 cards from Woolworths,

7 bras from Bradlees,

6 toys from Lechmere,

5 scarves from Grants!

4 shirts from Mickey Finn’s,

3 hats from Sparks, 2 meals at The Venice,
and some smokey socks from Bargain Cen-
ter too!

Here are some others that I thought of:
All' T Want For Christmas Is My Residen-
tial Tax Exemption
I'll Be At Home Depot For Christmas
Deck the Guy Who Blocked My Driveway

Frosty’s At Sligos

Redbones The Red Meat Restaurant
Rocking Around The Rotary

We Three Aldermen

I'll Have A Flashing Blue Christmas
Continued on page 16
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ROAD BLOCKER 5K ROAD RACE |

/

A lot of Somerville residents are frustrated about all the road closures that come with all the road races.

The View Of The Times

It's an issue that won't go away — in spite
of all the running that’s going on.

Many local residents have voiced ex-
treme dissatisfaction with the number
and frequency of road race events sanc-
tioned by the city that result in the tem-
porary closure of public streets.

It can’t be denied that there are plenty
of them going on. Right up to onset of
winter, as witnessed by last weekend’s
“Jingle Bell Run.”

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 2

The push and pull at play here is the
juxtaposition of benefits vs. liabilities in
the eyes of those concerned on both sides
of the issue.

Many are distressed over the street clo-
sures that create detours and delays for
motorists and pedestrians alike. Some ar-
gue that emergency vehicles are blocked
from getting through, while others com-
plain that there are times when they can-
not even come and go from their homes

during these events.

There is the additional concern that
public monies are being used in support
of these races.

On the other side, proponents of these
events cite that they are almost exclusive-
ly organized as fundraisers for worthy
causes, and that claims of extensive road
access blocking are greatly exaggerated.

Further, the assertion is made that the
public funding in question is negligible,

and constitutes goodwill participation by
the city in supporting worthwhile fund-
raising efforts that benefit the entire com-
munity in the long term.

And so the debate continues. Maybe it
is time for civic leaders and elected offi-
cials to work with the public to get the
situation factually assessed and dealt with
once and for all.

The truth is out there somewhere. And
after all, you can run but you cannot hide.

will be selected by the staff of The
Times and the three top winners will
be published in time for Christmas.

AAXXXXXXX LA LA AR AR ARk kkkx
It appears that last years East Somer-
ville re-union was such a success that
Dan Rogovich is going to make plans
for another one and book the City Club
in June of 2015 for the Second Annu-
al East Somerville re-union. This gives
those who missed last year’s event the
opportunity to plan ahead and mark
their calendars.

PR R R R SRR R R R R e
The Brown School Winter Concert
takes place on Monday, December 22,
6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Somerville High
School Auditorium, 81 Highland Av-
enue. The Concert will feature perfor-
mances by the Kindergarten-grade 3
general music classes, grade 3-6 string
students, grade 5-6 band students, Ju-
nior Chorus, and Senior Chorus. Stu-
dents will share what they have learned
so far this year in their music classes.

PR R R R SRR R R R R e
Looking for the perfect holiday gift to
show your Somerville pride? Look no
further! The city is now offering a brand
new, full color, and machine washable af-

ghan, that highlights many local histor-

ic landmarks and events, including the
Raid on the Powder House; the Round
House; Somerville High School, West
Branch Library; Somerville Museum;
and other special assets. The afghan can
be seen on the Historic Preservation
Commission’s website (www.somervil-
lema.gov/historicpreservation) and on
display at City Hall. Afghans can be put-
chased for $65, with fifty percent consid-
ered to be a tax deductible donation that
will benefit City preservation projects
including the Historic Plaque Program,
Preservation Awards Program, and nu-
merous heritage education projects.
They are available for purchase by con-
tacting or visiting Somerville City Hall,
93 Highland Avenue. Checks should be
made payable to “City of Somerville-
Historic Celebration Fund.” Afghans are
also available at the Somerville Museum,
1 Westwood Road (by appointment:
617-666-9810), and current Somerville
Museum members are eligible for a 10%
discount. For more information, contact
the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning
and Community Development at 617-
625-6600 x2525 or x2532.

*kkk *

* k%% *

Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone and His-
toric Preservation Commission Di-

rector Brandon Wilson announced
that the 239th annual “Grand Union”
flag-raising ceremony at Prospect
Hill Park will be held on Thurs., Jan.
1, 2015 at 12 p.m. A processional led
by a re-enactor portraying General
George Washington on horseback will
leave from the City Hall Concourse at
11:30 a.m. As always, members of the
public are invited to participate, and
are encouraged to wear traditional co-
lonial clothing.
AAXXXXXXX XA LA AR AR ARk kkkkx

Due to pre-scheduled meetings, there
will be no walk-in flu vaccination clin-
ic at the City Hall Annex on Thursday,
Dec. 18. A clinic will be held on Satur-
day, Dec. 20 at the Winter Hill Com-
munity School cafeteria (please use the
Medford St. entrance) from 9:30 to 11
a.m. Clinics are open for residents and
non-residents ages five years and older.
While there is no charge for vaccina-
tions, attendees are asked to bring an
insurance card if available. Attendees
requiring additional assistance or oth-
er accommodations should contact the
Somerville Health Department at 617-
625-6600 ext. 4300.

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Ward 2

Alderman Maryann Heuston, Ward 3
Alderman Robert McWatters, and the
Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning
and Community Development (OSP-
CD) invite all interested community
members to the latest in a series of
meetings and public forums to discuss
future roadway and utility improve-
ments for Union Sq. on Thurs., Jan.
8, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will
be held in the Argenziano School caf-
eteria at 290 Washington St., and will
focus on the draft interim design for
Webster St.and Prospect St. For more
information, contact Hayes Morrison
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2522, orHMor-
rison@somervillema.gov.

The City of Sometville invites all inter-
ested community members to join in a
discussion and submit feedback on the
Recreation Department’s programming
and activities. The City will host a public
forum on Wednesday, Jan. 7, from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at the Argenziano School
cafeteria (290 Washington St.). For
more information about the Task Force
and its recommendations, visitsomervil-
leresistat.blogspot.com/p/rectaskforce.
html, or contact Stephanie Hirsch at
SHirsch@somervillema.gov.
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ESCS Winter
Concert

The East Somerville Community School Winter Concert
took place on Friday, Dec. 12 in the ESCS Auditorium.

Student work from general, vocal, and instrumental mu-

sic classes, grades K-8, was presented at the free-of-charge

performance.

Photos by Claudia Ferro




DECEMBER 17, 2014 13

The SomervilleTimes

An Hour of
Code

Kids from all over the school district were invited

S [

LA AT

to East Somerville Community School last week to
participate in the “Hour of Code” event presented
with the goal in mind of introducing students to the
principles of computer programming.
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Marathon Sports ‘Somerville Jingle Bell Run’ 2014

mixture, hodgepodge

Olio - (noun) A miscellaneous

#453

1. Where did the Christ-

mas tree originate?

2. What were the first
artificial Christmas trees
made from?

3, When do most Amer-
icans put up a Christmas
tree?

4. Who wrote the song
White Christmas in 19422

5. What is the scent used
for an artificial hare at
greyhound racing tracks?

6. What was invented
by Dr Edward Land in
19472

7. Which band started

with Anarchy in the UK?

8. Which film had the
line “We're on a mission

from God”?

9. What was the name of
the first seeing eye dog in

the US?

10. What is the stage
name of the rock sing-
er Reginald Kenneth
Dwight?

11. What was the num-
ber of the mobile hospital
unit Hawkeye Pierce

and Hot Lips Houlihan
belonged to on TV's
M*A*S*H?

12. What color were ETs

! their notorious career

eyes? Answers on page 16 !

APARTMENT RENTALS

COLONY REAL ESTATE

1258 Broadway, Somerville

Somerville, Arlington, Cambridge
-All Areas-

617-776-0044

colony.re@rcn.com

Photos by Bobbie Toner

|

The 5 Kilometer Marathon Sports “Somerville Jingle Bell Run” was held on Sunday, December 14.

The top 20 finishers were:
Place Time
1 15:54
2 16:14
3 16:37
4 16:47
5 16:54
6 16:54
7 16:58
8 17:11
9 17:16
10 17:17
11 17:27
12 17:28
13 17:31
14 17:36
15 17:40
16 17:41
17 17:50
18 17:54
19 17:56
20 18:01

Name
David Wilson
Hansruedi Mathys
Peter Gilmore
Rafer Dannenhauer
Kyler Evitt
Dan Chruniak
Frank Doyle
Sean Prinz
Russell Leino
Aaron Ladd
Steven Carnevale
Breno Melo
Colin Savage
Stephen Hennigar
Ryan Miling
Deniz Karakoyunlu
Dylan Perry
Eric Ahern
David Robb
Patrick Rooney

City
Brookline MA
Cambridge MA
Allston MA
Shutesbury MA
Somerville MA
Beverly MA
Lexington MA
Wantagh NY
Belmont MA
Waltham MA
Quincy MA
Brighton MA
Holly Springs NC
Rye NH
Somerville MA
Boston MA
Beverly MA
Somerville MA
Allston MA
Brighton MA
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Belmont St. fire
displaces 5

By Tom Bannister

The Somerville and Cambridge Fire De-
partments responded to a two-alarm fire
at 83 Belmont St. at approximately 9 a.m.
on Tuesday morning.

There were no reported injuries but 5
residents of the two-family building have

been displaced due to the extensive fire
damage in the basement and first floor
areas of the home.

Firefighters reportedly extinguished the
fire within 40 minutes of their arrival. A
cause for the blaze has not yet been deter-
mined. Investigators say the fire seems to
have started in the basement area.

What's on Somerville
Neighborhood News

Go behind the scenes to meet some people who decorate their homes for the
Illuminations Tour, learn about Somerville’s bid for the Audi Urban Future
Award, get the latest on the law that would limit overcrowding of Tufts student
apartments, learn what kind of changes might be in store for the Brickbottom
neighborhood and walk with the hundreds of students and neighbors in the

December 5th march from Davis to Central Square that blocked traffic and
said “Black Lives Matter!”

These stories and more on Somerville Neighborhood News #29 on Dec. 16th.
You can watch it on Channel 3 if you have cable T'V, or online at http://www.
somervilleneighborhoodnews.org.

Mary Flynn Murphy
Dance Studio

730 Broadway
Somerville, MA

Looking to join a
competition team?!
We have 5 teams still
accepting dancers!

Weekday and
Saturday Recreations
classes available!!

Wiggle Worms
15 months to 2.9
years old

Spots still open,
Call for availability!

(617) 628-6727

www.MFMDanceStudio.com

ATTENTION HOME BUYERS

For your home buying process contact us today, talk to
an experienced Buyers Agent who will represent your
interest and guide you through the buying process.
We make the process of home buying easy.

Contact us today or register for free on
www.nortongroupre.com

And for buying a home through the Norton Group
receive a FREE Home Warranty for the first year
in your new home as a thank you.
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Legal Notices can also be viewed on our Web site at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Salter
MecGowan

i Leonard

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by RICHARD A. PRUDENCIO a/k/a RICHARD
PRUDENCIO and GRACE D. PRUDENCIO a/k/a GRACE PRUDENCIO
a/k/a GRANCE D. PRUDENCIO to CORNERSTONE MORTGAGE CORP.
dated August 13, 2004, recorded with the Middlesex County (South-
ern District) Registry of Deeds in Book 43519 at Page 382, of which
mortgage TD BANK, N.A. (successor by acquisition to Boston Federal
Savings Bank, successor by assignment from Cornerstone Mortgage
Corp. by virtue of an assignment of mortgage dated August 13, 2004
and recorded with the Middlesex County (Southern District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 43519 at Page 406) is the present holder, or is au-
thorized by the present holder, for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same, the mortgaged
premises known 25 Kensington Avenue, Unit 1, Somerville, Massa-
chusetts will be sold at Public Auction at 1:00 P.M. on January 7, 2015,
on the mortgaged premises, all and singular the premises described
in said mortgage substantially as follows:

Unit No. of the 25 Kensington Avenue Condominium, situated in
Somerville, Middlesex County, Massachusetts and created pursuant
to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 183A, by Master deed dated No-
vember 14, 2002 and recorded with the County Registry of Deeds in
Book 40121, Page 206

Said Unit is shown on the “Site Plan” and “Floor Plans” referred to
in the said Master Deed and any amendments thereto, creating said
Condominium and made a part thereof, and on a copy of said Floor
Plans is affixed the verified statement of a Registered Land Surveyor
in the form required by Section 9 of said Chapter 183A.

Said Unit is conveyed with an undivided percentage of the com-
mon elements of the 25 Kensington Avenue Condominium established
by the aforesaid Master Deed as amended.

Being the premises conveyed to the mortgagors, Richard A. Pru-
dencio and Grace D. Prudencio a/k/a Grance D. Prudencio, by deed of
Asif and Pervin Babu, dated November 21, 2003 and recorded with the
Middlesex County (Southern District) Registry of Deeds in Book 41512,
at Page 67.

The premises will be sold and conveyed subject to and with the
benefit of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, easements, reserva-
tions, conditions, covenants, liens or claims in the nature of liens, im-
provements, public assessments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles,
tax liens, water and sewer liens and any other municipal assessments
or liens or existing encumbrances of record which are in force and
are applicable, having priority over said mortgage, whether or not
reference to such restrictions, easements, improvements, liens or en-
cumbrances is made in the deed. The premises are also sold subject
to all tenancies and/or rights of parties in possession.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) by cash, certified or
bank check will be required to be paid by the purchaser at the time
and place of sale. The Mortgagee and its authorized representatives
shall not be required to pay the deposit to bid. The balance is to be
paid by certified or bank check at the law offices of Salter McGowan
Sylvia & Leonard, Inc., 321 South Main Street, Suite 301, Providence,
RI 02903 within thirty (30) days from the date of sale. Deed will be
provided to purchaser for recording upon receipt of the full purchase
price. In the event of an error in this publication, the description of the
premises contained in said mortgage shall control.

Other terms, if any, to be announced at the sale.

TD Bank, N.A,,
Present holder or authorized by the present
holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

Salter McGowan Sylvia & Leonard, Inc.
321 South Main Street, Suite 301
Providence, RI 02903

(401) 274-0300
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA. 02141
(617) 768- 5800

INFORMAL PROBATE PUBLICATION NOTICE
MIDDLESEX Division Docket No. M1 14P5942 EA

Estate of :
Stanley Victor Stanlon
First Name Middle Name Last Name
Also Known As: Stanley V. Stanlon
Date of Death: October 19, 2014
To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner _Charles M. Stanlon _ of Derry NH
First N\ame M.l Last Name (City/Town) (State)

[x] a Will has been admitted to informal probate.
[x] Charles M. Stanlon of Derry NH

FirstName M.l. Last Name (City/Town) (State)

has been informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the
estate to serve
[ 1 with [x] without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under informal procedure by the
Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory and accounts are
not required to be filed with the Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Representatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

12/17/14 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
RFP # 15-60

The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department invites
sealed bids for:
Design Services for Draw Seven Park

Nature and scope of work: The City of Somerville is seeking to pro-
cure a Consultant for a full range of wrap-around social services.

The RFP will be available form 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through
Thursday, 8:30 AM to 12:00 Noon, Fridays, at the Purchasing Depart-
ment, 1st Floor, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143
starting Wednesday, December 17, 2014.

Sealed proposals will be received at the Purchasing Department, 1st
Floor, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143 until Janu-
ary 5, 2015 at 11:00 a.m..

Please contact Alex Nosnik, Asst. Purchasing Director, x3400, or
email anosnik@somervillema.gov, for information and bid packages.

Angela M. Allen
Purchasing Director
617-625-6600 x. 3400

12/17/14 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL
ADVERTISMENTS IN
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT CAM TONER
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PH: 617.666.4010
FAX: 617.628.0422

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our Web site:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

ﬁs. Cams

Nellie’s Wild Flowers
Whew yow want something unique

N
, JOYCE MCKENZIE
(
‘ 72 Holland Street q
617.625.9453
: T~ ,

From on page 14 ]i

Answers

1. In Europe 7. The Sex Pistols

2. Goose feathers 8. The Blues Brothers

3, The weekend after
Thanksgiving

9. Buddy

10. Elton John
4. Irving Berlin

11. 4077
5. Anise

12. Blue
6. The Polaroid camera

4
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Moving forward on
campaign finance
reform

ZBA separate from any politics, perceived or otherwise,

CONT. FROM PG 10

while creating a way to make sure that applicants are
properly reviewed to avoid even the appearance of un-
due influence.

This legislation is enforceable, and it is comprehensive.
It expands the disclosures required of those seeking ap-
proval from the City to make sure that others—wheth-
er family members or others working for the same com-
pany—are not making contributions on their behalf,
and doing an end-run around the restrictions we're put-
ting in place. It requires that neither the applicant nor
anyone disclosed in connection with the applicant who
is awarded a contract or receives approval for a special
permit makes a contribution of more than $250 to any
elected official for the next two years.

It puts shared responsibility on elected officials, too,
by requiring myself and my fellow incumbents to re-
turn donations that exceed what’s allowed under the
ordinance, if requested by an applicant who wants to go
forward with seeking approval of a permit or awarding
of a contract with the City. That way, the people who
make political contributions are held responsible—and
the people who received political contributions are held
responsible.

This revised ordinance is enforceable, comprehen-
sive, and I believe it will be effective. It accomplishes
the original goals of the proposed ordinances submit-
ted last year by myself and members of the Board of
Aldermen, while adding additional requirements that
will allow us to effectively enforce and implement what
will be the first campaign finance reform legislation of
its kind in Massachusetts. I want to thank the Board
of Aldermen for pushing for this kind of reform, and I
hope that we can pass an ordinance that reassures the
community that our government is accountable to one
value, and one value only: What is best for the people
of Somerville.

Do you hear what
| hear?

Chickens Roasting At McKinnon's
I Saw A Parking Control Officer Ticketing Santa Claus
It Came Down Rt. 16 From Revere
Grandma Got Run Over By A Jogger
This year Mayor Joe Curtatone assembled The May-

CONT. FROM PG 10

ors Carolers to serenade local VINA’s and nursing facil-
ities. Singers from our senior chorus The Moonlighters
as well as a few aldermen and City Hall workers visited
several locations singing their hearts out and spreading
holiday cheer. A great time was had by all.

No matter what your favorite holiday song is, you can
bet that you will hear it over and over again on the ra-
dio, on TV commercials and in stores. Of course, you
can do what I do and play your own holiday music. If
you do download your own songs, don't forget Elvis.
For me, the best Christmas song of all time is The Sing-
ing Dogs barking their version of Jingle Bells!




DECEMBER 17, 2014 17

The SomervilleTimes

SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS:

Welcome to our centers. Everyone 55+ is encouraged
to join us for fitness, culture, films, lunch and Bingo.
Our centers are open to everyone from Somerville and
surrounding communities. Check out our calendar and
give a call with any questions or to make a reservation.
617-625-6600 ext. 2300. Stay for lunch and receive free
transportation.

All clubs and groups welcome new members.

Holland Street: 167 Holland Street
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300

Cross Street Center: 165 Broadway
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 a.m. -1 p.m.
(617) 625-6600 Ext. 2335

Ralph and Jenny Center: 9 New Washington Street,
Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. — 3 p.m.

(617) 666-5223

Some exciting events in the coming weeks:

Multicultural Day — Wednesday, December 17 — At our
Cross Street Center located at 165 Broadway — from
10:00 A.M. — 12:30 P.M. Learn more about different
languages, music, foods and cultures. One day of inter-
national adventure begins with a music selections from
the East Somerville Community School chorus, delicious
food samplings, various exhibitors will be on hand to
promote multiculturalism. For more information or to
reserve a space please call Janine Lotti at 617-625-6600,
Ext. 2300 before Wednesday, December 11th.

Free Holiday Concert — Thursday, December 18 — At
our Holland Street Center, 167 Holland Street — 10:00
A.M. Come and join the talented faculty members of
the Powers Music School as they celebrate the season
with old favorites from popular literature, and enjoy
trying to “stump the band” by requesting a song the
musicians may not know. The SCOA’s own senior choir,
The Moonlighters, will be joining in on the fun as well.
RSVP at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

The trip scheduled to Atlantic City on January 11 is
SOLD OUT.

The trip scheduled to Wildwood, NJ on May 11 - 15 is
SOLD OUT.

The Ralph & Jenny Center will remain closed on Mon-
days and will resume Mondays after the first of the New
Year.

Our Holland Street Center will be serving lunch on Mon-
day, Thursday & Fridays only until further notice.
IMPORTANT NEWS

The Ralph & Jenny Center will remain closed on Mon-
days and will resume Mondays after the first of the New
Year.

Our Holland Street Center will be serving lunch on

Monday, Thursday & Fridays only until further notice.
LGBT EVENTS:

LGBT Advisory Group — Meets on the 2nd Monday of
each month

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness and Nutrition Classes.
Classes are Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting at
6 p.m. $10 a month fee - scholarships available & it
just might be covered under your insurance. We have
available slots and would love to have you. If you have
any questions or require additional information, please
contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kow-
aleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

The Moonlighters

Have you heard of the SunSetters? How about the
Moonlighters? The Moonlighters are an older version of
the Sunsetters! Interested in joining? Led by Somerville
Youth Arts Coordinator, Jimmy Del Ponte, the Moon-
lighters meet every Monday at 10:30 at our Holland
Street Center and sometimes take their skills on the
road. This year the Moonlighters will be performing
with the Powers School of Music for a Holiday Concert
in December. Keep an eye open for more details.

Back by popular demand are the Holiday Inn Danc-
es. Lunch and dance to music provided by Hank our
resident D). All dances are on Mondays and from 11:00
A.M. to 2:00 P.M. December 15, January 26, February
23, March 23, April 13, May 18, June 29. A $15.00 fee is
required along with a RSVP so please contact Connie at
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to make your reservation or if
you have any questions.

STAY ACTIVE:

Weekly Exercise Class Schedule

Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (R]) Cross Street = (C)
Mondays:

Wii Bowling, noon, Free. (H)
Fit 4 Life* Group C, 1:00 P.M. (H)

Tuesdays:

Strengthening, 9:15 A.M., $3 per class (H)
Dalcroze Eurhythmics, $2.00, 1:00 P.M., (H)
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M., (H)

Wednesdays:

Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M (H)

Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. (H)

Fit 4 Life* Group C, Noon (H)

Bowling @ Flatbreads, 1:00 P.M.

Zumba for All, 5:15 P.M., $3 per class (H)

Thursdays:

Strengthening, 9:30 A.M., $3 per class (R])
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M.

Fridays:

Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M.

Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M.

Fit 4 Life* Group C 12:00 P.M.

*All Fit 4 Life classes are $10/month and require pre-reg-
istration.

Upcoming Schedule
Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = (R]) Cross Street = (C)

Wednesday|December 17

10:00 Multicultural Day at Cross Street Center (C)
10:00 Cards (R))

11:30 Lunch (Cross Street Center ONLY)

12:45 Bingo (R))

1:00 Whist (H)

1:00 Bowling at Flatbreads

Hanscom Air Force Base

Thursday|December 18

10:00 Free Holiday Concert with the Powers School of
Music (H)

10:00 Blood Pressure Screening (H, R])

10:00 Cards (R))

10:00 Knitting Scarves for Soldiers (R])

10:00 Current Events (H)

11:00 Computer tutorial with Barbara (by appointment
only) (H)

11:30 Lunch (H, R))

12:45 Bingo (R}, H)

Friday| December 19
10:30 Brain Games (H)
11:30 Lunch (H)

12:45 Bingo (H)

Ralph & Jenny Center Closed

Monday|December 22
10:30 Brain Games (H)
11:30 Lunch (H)

12:45 Bingo (H)

Ralph & Jenny Center Closed

Tuesday|December 23
11:30 Lunch (H)

Cross Street Center Closed
Ralph & Jenny Center Closed

Wednesday|December 24

Cross Street Center Closed

Ralph & Jenny Center Closed

All Centers close at Noon — No Bowling

DID YOU KNOW?

We have a Facebook page. Check us out at www.face-
book.com/somervilleCOA.

You can receive our monthly newsletter that is always
filled with useful and important information. For a $5.00
yearly fee you can receive it via the U.S. Postal service or
a free version can be sent electronically. Please contact
Connie at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 to sign up.

llluminations Tour lights up Somerville  coxr momee:

during the tour night, was the
guide on Bus D, the one that
went to the western part of the
city. The bus stopped when the
passengers oohed and aahed at
the extravaganza of lights. Every
time the driver rang the bell as
a compliment to those decora-
tions, the owner of the house
would stand out on the their
porches, waving at the passen-
gers and taking pictures.
Tringo, the president of the
Thalia Tringo Real Estate, made
Somerville foodies’ mouths wa-
ter when she introduced them
to the multicultural restaurants
the
Tringo pointed out her favor-
ite Chinese, Turkish and Por-
tuguese eateries when the bus

around

neighborhood.

took turns through the most
prosperous neighborhoods,
such as Davis Square.

“So Tringo brought her own

perspectives about the restau-
rants, and that was really fun,’
Heller said. “The tour is what
makes Somerville special. Its
celebrating our culture and the
diversity of our culture. Every-
body is just very happy about it.”

In addition to those shining
and sparkling lights, the pas-
sengers constantly applauded
the giant lit-up snowmen, spin-
ning bears, hand waving Santa
Clauses, and running deer that
brighten the city at the darkest
time of year.

The Somerville Arts Council,
a cultural council that organizes
multiple cultural events across
the city, including ArtBeat,
started the Illuminations Tour
program 18 years ago.

“The illuminations Tour was
started by our predecessor Ceci-
ly Miller, and it's grown,” Direc-
tor of Somerville Arts Council,

Gregory Jenkins said. “When I
first started organizing the tour
14 years ago, there were 10 tours
in total. And now, we have 29
tours that go out.”

In previous vyears, only the
neighborhood of East Somer-
ville was part of the event. Four
years ago, Jenkins said, the tour
was expanded to the western
part of the city.

“The whole point of the tour
is celebrating the holidays, and
looking at the folk art of lights,
and all the creations that all the
people put into the holidays,”
Jenkins said. He mentioned
that all the residents decorated
their houses voluntarily, and
the Somerville Arts Council
merely identified the aesthetics
and creativity of people in the
community.

Jenkins explained the intricacy
of designing the tour map. He

said the tour is usually limited to
45 to 50 minutes.

“What we have to do is to
figure out the best route, and
how to not double and how to
keep together, so there is con-
sistency.” Jenkins said. “Occa-
sionally, we added streets, be-
cause certain streets dropped
off. And also, there are a lot
of houses that dropped off, so
sadly, there are probably less
houses decorated.”

“Somerville is just an amazing
place for people to come out and
to be festive and civic-minded,’
Jenkins added. To add to the cel-
ebration, the Somerville Bicycle
Committee has also for the past
three years organized a bike tour
each year that falls on the same
day as Illuminations Tour.

Jenkins was a busy guy during
the event. For every round of the
tour, he had to make sure that

all the passengers got on board.
Once a bus started its tour, an-
other bus might just finish.
Once again, Jenkins had to make
sure that everyone, young and
old, safely got off the bus.

“Its my work,” Jenkins said,
smiling. He said that Somerville
residents decorated their houses
with more plastic figurines and
blow-ups over the years, instead
of just lights in the past.

“Certain houses seemed to be
adding more decorations,” Jen-
kins remarked about his expec-
tations for next year’s event. “So
it involves changes every year.”

If you are unable to make the
tour pick up an Illuminations
Tour Map and create your own
self-guided tour. Available at:
Blue Cloud Gallery, 713 Broad-
way, Ball Square and Mag-
pie, 416 Highland Ave., Davis
Square. Map $3.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|December 17

East Branch Library

Preschool: Storytime

11 a.m. -11:30 a.m.|115 Broad-
way

Central Library

Girl Scouts Information Session
Kate Deming-617-352-0147
5:30 p.m.-7:30p.m.| 79 Highland
Avenue

Thursday|December 18

Central Library

Preschool: Storytime for 3 to 5
year olds

10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.|79 High-
land Avenue

East Branch Library

Holiday Storytime!

Meghan Forsell|617-623-5000
x2970

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|115 Broad-
way

Friday|December 19

Central Library

Preschool: Storytime for 2 year
olds

10:30 a.m,-11 a.m.|79 Highland
Avenue

East Branch Library

Fun Friday withThe Music Man!
Meghan Forsell-617-623-5000
x2970

11 a.m.-12 p.m.|115 Broadway

Wednesday|December 24

Christmas Eve - Libraries Close
at 12:30

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|December 17
Johnny D’s

PRIVATE EVENT - Bar & Kitchen
open to public

17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar

Free Poker, lots of prizes!
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room

Exile on Elm

Back Room

Comedy@10

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA'S Lounge

WEMF Radio|Max Bailey|Same
Hammerman|BCF

345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub

The Nephrok All Stars

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill

Pub Trivia

8:30 p.m.|256 Elm Street|(617)
623-9910

Arts at the Armory

Red Cross Blood Drive

2 p.m.-7p.m.|Performance Hall
Broad Appeal: Not your average
lady comedy show!

7:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Thursday|December 18
Johnny D’s

Private Event

17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O'Brien’s

Spring Hill Rounders grassy

Thursdays

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room
Acoustic/Bluegrass|9:30 p.m.
Back Room

Scattershot |10 p.m.

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA'S Lounge

WEMF Radio|North Star Renais-
sance|Happy Time Harry|The
Sunpilots|Bees Deluxe

345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

On The Hill Tavern
Live D] Music
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe's

Dub Down Featuring The Scotch
Bonnet Band

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
256 Elm St. [617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Somerville Theatre

Awkward Compliment’s Thursday
Night Comedy Night

8 p.m.|55 Davis Square

Arts at the Armory
Castle of Comedy
8 p.m.| Café|191 Highland Ave

Davis Square Theatre
Strange Behavior
8 p.m.|255 EIm Street

Friday| December 19
Johnny D’s

James Montgomery Band with
Marissa Licata and Grace Kelly
The Gravel Project plus Qwill
17 Holland St|617-776-2004
Sally O'Brien’s

Larry Flint & The Road Scholars
|6 p.m.

Shaun England, Junky Love, Trick
Wallace Trio  $5 cover |9 p.m.
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room

Irish Session|9:30 p.m.

Back Room

Jimmy’s Down

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
D)

10 p.m.|65 Holland St

PA'S Lounge

WEMEF Radio|Southbound Out-
laws|Fiesta Melon|Lee Preston
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway |617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
D] starting at 10 p.m.
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe's

Dave Wells & Friends

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree
D] McRiddleton
256 Elm St. [617-623-9910

Samba Bar & Grille

Live music

9 p.m.|608 Somerville Ave|617-
718-9177

Casey'’s
Entertainment every Friday
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Arts at the Armory

Richard Cambridge’s Poetry
Theatre

8 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Saturday|December 20
Johnny D’s

Jazz Brunch with Tom Pender-
gast Guitar

Jeff Jam Dance Party

Tribute to THE BAND featuring
The Band

Rock Bottom plus Tsunami of
Sound

17 Holland St|617-776-2004
Sally O'Brien’s

Johnny Come Latelies |6 p.m.
One Thin Dime |9 p.m.

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Back Room
Red Square
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke
65 Holland St

PA'S Lounge

WEMF Radio|The Mags|The
Ungraded|Blackwater|The Jack
Widows

345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

On the Hill Tavern
Live D) Music
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Bull McCabe’s

Ronan Quinn Band

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Joshua Tree

D) El Sid!

256 Elm St. [617-623-9910
Samba Bar & Grille

Live Band & D]

608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Davis Square Theatre
The Uncle Petey Christmas
Special

8 p.m.|255 Elm Street

Sunday|December 21
Johnny D’s

Jazz Brunch with Tom Pender-
gast Guitar

Open Blues Jam! featuring Dr
Grant & The Medical Marijuana
Bandr

Tinsley Ellis and Mike Zito

17 Holland St.|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Frank Drake Sunday Showcase|5
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p.m.

Tom Hagerty Acoustic Band |8
p.m.

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room

Sunday Americana with Sean
Staples, Eric Royer, Tim Gearan,
Dave Westner and Dan Keller|7
p.m.

Back Room

Burren Acoustic Music Series
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA'S Lounge
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

Bull McCabe’s Pub

Dub Apocalypse

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen

Sunday Brunch Live Country &
Bluegrass

Sunday Night Live Music

150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Samba Bar & Grille

Live Band & D]

608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Arts at the Armory

The Somerville Flea

10 a.m.-3 p.m.| Performance Hall
Extremely Casual V: Superjolly

7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Monday|December 22
Johnny D’s

Johnny D’s Comedy Showcase
Presents: Tight 5

Stump! Pub Trivia|8:30 p.m.
17 Holland St | 617-776-2004

Sally O'Brien’s Bar

Shawn Cater’s Cheapshots Com-
edy Jam |7 p.m.

Marley Mondays with The Duppy
Conquerors|10 p.m.

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room

Bur-Run

Helena Delaney, Johnny O’Leary
& Friends Irish Session|9 p.m.
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!
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PA'S Lounge

Amerciana Monday

345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

Bull McCabe’s Pub

Stump! Team Trivia

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Arts at the Armory

Youth Arts Arise: End of Session
Showcase

6 p.m.|Performance Hall|191
Highland Ave

Tuesday|December 23
Johnny D’s

17 Holland St|617-776-2004
Sally O’Brien’s Bar

Kristen Ford December Residency
featuring stellar guests|8 p.m.
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room

Jason Anick and the Swing-
ers|8:30 p.m.

Back Room

Open Mic w/Hugh McGowan
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

On The Hill Tavern

Stump Trivia (with prizes)
499 Broadway|617-629-5302
PA'S Lounge

Open Mic

345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

Bull McCabe’s Pub

The Ghetto People Band
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen

First Tuesday of the Month|Spell-
ing Bee Night

hosted by Victor and Nicole of
Egoart.

The fun starts at 10:00p.m.

150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille

608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

PJ Ryan’s

Pub Quiz

10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-
625-8200

Arts at the Armory
Pub Sing at the Armory Café
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|December 24
Johnny D’s

Bar open
17 Holland St|617-776-2004

Sally O’Brien’s Bar

Merry Christmas

335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren

Front Room

Exile on Elm

Back Room

Comedy@10

247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

PA'S Lounge
345 Somerville Ave|617-776-
1557

On The Hill Tavern
499 Broadway|617-629-5302

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub

The Nephrok All Stars

366A Somerville Ave|617-440-
6045

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Samba Bar & Grille
608 Somerville Ave|617-718-
9177

Joshua Tree Bar & Grill

Pub Trivia
8:30 p.m.|256 EIm Street|(617)
623-9910

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|December 17
Third Life Studio

Beyond beginning Belly Dance
with Nadira Jamal

7:30 p.m.|Level 2|33 Union Sq|w-
ww.nadirajamal.com

Thursday| December 18

First Church Somerville

Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step
program for people with prob-
lems with money and debt. 7
p.m.-8:30 p.m.|89 College Ave
(Upstairs Parlor).

For more info call: 781-762-6629

Third Life Studio

Roots and Rhythm
33 Unions Sq.| www.libana.com

Saturday|December 20
Arts at the Armory
Somerville Winter Farmers’
Market

9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.|Performance
Hall|191 Highland Ave

Bagel Bards

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO!

The fatal flaw in the city’s affordable housing initiative con rromec 10

Somerville Writers and Poets
meet weekly to discuss their work
9 a.m.-12 p.m.|Au Bon Pain| 18-
48 Holland St

Sunday|December 21

Unity Church of God

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon
Family Groups

7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street
Enter upstairs, meeting is in
basement.

Third Life Studio

Discover Belly Dance with Nadira
Jamal

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.|33 Union
Sg|www.nadirajamal.com

Tuesday|December 23

Arts at the Armory
Prenatal Yoga 7 p.m.|Mezza-
nine|191 Highland Ave

Third Life Studio

The Art of Group Singing For
Women

with Susan Robbins, www.libana.
com

7 p-m. - 9:15 p.m.|33 Union Sq

Wednesday|December 24

Christmas Eve - Libraries Close
at 12:30

allowed factories and other
commercial properties that had
hosted jobs and generated high-
er taxes to be converted to hous-
ing. More recently, city officials
blessed a wave of condo conver-
sions, multi-unit projects forced
onto protesting neighbors, and
large high-priced residential de-
velopments.

Collectively, these policies re-
duced the stock of family hous-
ing and rental housing while
escalating housing prices. Un-
balanced by vigorous growth in
commercial property, each new
housing unit incrementally wid-
ens the structural deficit.

The rationale for these policies,
though never publicly stated, is
that residents of the expensive
new units probably won't have
children, and therefore won't
contribute to our schools’ costs,
which make up 30% of the city
budget. So they won't have as
much of a negative fiscal impact
as adding lower-cost and family
housing units would.

But a consequence of this pol-

icy is that childless occupants
of the pricy new units tend to
be transient and much less like-
ly to involve themselves in the
life of the community. There
are some wonderful excep-
tions, and I've written a series
of columns about them. But
they remain exceptions, while
the snowballing displacement
of long-term residents who are
priced out of Somerville con-
tinues to unravel the fabric of
our community.

A good portion of affluent
newcomers who do choose to re-
main will eventually reproduce.
So they will either leave the city,
increasing transiency and hous-
ing price escalation, or buy into
our diminishing stock of family
housing, outbidding and dis-
placing "Villens.

Either way, the residential/
commercial imbalance contin-
ues to worsen, with dire con-
sequences. One of them is that
we have two working residents
for every job, while Boston and
Cambridge have two jobs for ev-

ery worker.,
The best affordable
ing program is a job that pays

hous-

enough for a worker to afford
market-rate housing. Building
affordable housing is expensive.
Preparing young people and
limited-skilled workers for avail-
able jobs is less expensive.

Because of Bostons and Cam-
bridge's commercial/residential
property balance, their spending
on city services is 40% and 83%
more per resident, respectively,
than ours is. Those cities can
not only provide more training,
education and placement to peo-
ple who need jobs, they can pay
for more services that support
housing affordability.

If Somerville allows construc-
tion of 9,000 new housing units,
it will have a very hard time
paying for the most basic of mu-
nicipal services, much less those
proposed in the Sustainable
Neighborhoods plan.

The

amounts to a little over $6,300

Somerville

budget

per housing unit in the city. Res-

idential property taxes bring in
about $3,100 per unit. That’s a
difference of $3,200.

If we were to add 9,000 units,
the increased budget gap might
well be less than $3,200 per
new unit, because some exist-
ing costs will remain fixed as
we grow, and others are nonlin-
ear. But we would have to build
new schools to accommodate
a couple thousand additional
kids who would live in the new
units. We might require a new
fire station in addition to the
one that we already need but
don't have. We would require
additional infrastructure.

So for the sake of argument,
leave the budget gap at $3,200
per new unit. That's a $29 mil-
lion shortfall, with no identifi-
able revenues to make it up.

Or, if you think that this cal-
culation is to simplistic, assume
that the shortfall is only half of
what I suggest. Making the cuts
or ratcheting up property tax-
es to fill that gap would make

Somerville much less affordable

than it already is.

Critics will point out that
SomerVision calls for a lot
more commercial development
and job creation to balance
housing growth. It does. And
it'’s not happening.

Our big new increase in com-
mercial property is the Part-
ners Healthcare campus. As a
nonprofit, Partners will make
much smaller payments to the
city than the city will spend to
provide municipal services to
Partners.

So my response to city offi-
cials who dismiss the foregoing
analysis is this: If you're seri-
ous about ensuring that com-
mercial development in the
“transformational areas” will
achieve SomerVisions goals,
then ration the issuance of pet-
mits for unaffordable housing,
based on one new unit for every
five new jobs created in taxable
developments. Maintain that
policy until our commercial/
residential and jobs/workers
inequities are rebalanced.
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Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

RETIREMENT APART-
MENTS, ALL INCLUSIVE.
Meals, transportation, ac-
tivities daily. Short Leases.
Monthly specials! Call (866)
338-2607

AUTOS WANTED

Cash For Cars: Any Make,
Model orYear. We Pay
MORE! Running or Not, Sell
your Car or Truck TODAY.
Free Towing! Instant Offer:
1-800-871-0654

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any
Car/Truck, Running or Not.
Call for INSTANT offer:
1-800-454-6951

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!
Top $$$$$ PAID! Running
or Not, All Years, Makes,
Models. Free Towing! We're
Local! 7 Days/Week. Call Toll
Free: 1-888-416-2330

GET CASHTODAY for any
car/truck. | will buy your car
today. Any Condition. Call
1-800-864-5796 or www.
carbuyguy.com

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real
Estate Agents needed: Very
busy Somerville based
office in need of additional
agents, no fee referrals,
Sales & Rentals, Part time or
Full Time. work from home
online, full office back up
and highest paid no strings
commissions. Call for pri-
vate interview 617 623-6600
ask for Donald.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear
Round In Aruba.The water
is safe, and the dining is
fantastic. Walk out to the
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks
available. Sleeps 8. $3500.
Email: carolaction@aol.com

for more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

IFYOU USEDTHE BLOOD
THINNER XARELTO and
suffered internal bleeding,
hemorrhaging, required
hospitalization or a loved
one died while taking Xarel-
to between 2011 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

VIAGRA/CIALIS 40
100mg/20mg Pills for Only
$99.00! Plus 4 Pills for FREE.
Discreet Shipping. Save
$500.00 Now! Call 1-888-
797-9013

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS

20mg. 40 tabs +10 FREE,
$99 includes FREE SHIP-
PING. 1-888-836-0780 or
Metro-Meds.net

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS
20mg! 40 Pills + 10 FREE.

SPECIAL $99.00 100% guar-
anteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7
CALL NOW! 1-888-223-8818

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

Duties include; Coordinate
meetings, luncheons, travel
plans and engagements,
Assist as needed with daily
correspondences, monitor
expenses,send your resume
and salary expectations to:
amlips1@live.com

ISO Part-time “Mrs. Doubt-
fire” Cleaning, organizing,
meal prep,childcare.Are you
loving, fun and organized?
Our busy, East Somerville
family needs you! Most-

ly we need pick-up help

Mondays and Wednes-
days, 4-6:30ish, with some
flexibility in those times if
needed. 5-to-10-hours per
week. Open to discussing
an arrangement that works
for both of us. Contact Cory
at corymian@gmail.com
<corymian@gmail.com> or
617-794-9995

Patsy’s Pastry Shop, Somer-
ville is seeking a part time
Baker. Must be experienced.
Please call 617-625-5466

MISCELLANEOUS

TINY HOUSE AUCTION, Ver-
mont post & beam sheds,
Livestock shelters & fire-
wood storage. January 22,
2015 Absolute no reserve
Bid online. 802-297-3760,
www.JamaicaCottageShop.
com

DirecTV! Act Now- $19.99/
mo. Free 3-Months of HBO,
Starz, SHOWTIME &
CINEMAX FREE GENIE HD/
DVR Upgrade! 2014 NFL
Sunday Ticket included with
Select Packages. New
Customers Only. IV Support
Holdings LLC- An authorized
DirecTV Dealer. Call 1-800-
354-1203

DISHTV Retailer. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.)
& High Speed Internet start-
ing at $14.95/month (where
available.) SAVE! Ask About
SAME DAY Installation!
CALL Now! 1-800-615-4064

DISHTV Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) SAVE!
Regular Price $32.99 Ask
About FREE SAME DAY
Installation! CALL Now!
877-477-9659

Make a Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

DISHTV Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) SAVE!
Regular Price $32.99 Ask
About FREE SAME DAY
Installation! CALL Now!
877-648-0096

CASH FOR CARS, Any
Make or Model! Free Tow-
ing. Sell itTODAY. Instant
offer: 1-800-864-5784

AVIATION MANUFACTUR-
ING CAREERS - Get started
by training as FAA certified
Technician. Financial aid
for qualified students. Job
placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-453-6204

HERO MILES - to find out
more about how you can
help our service members,
veterans and their families
in their time of need, visit
the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org

Bundle & Save on yourTV,
Internet, Phone!!! Call Bun-
dle Deals NOW Compare all
Companies, Packages and
Prices! Call 1-855-978-2608
TODAY!

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/
Trucks Wanted. Running or
Not!Top Dollar Paid. We
ComeTo You! Any Make/
Model. Call For Instant Of-
fer: 1-800-864-5960

CASH PAID for unexpired,
sealed DIABETICTEST
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSup-
plies.com

Make a Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447
18+

The Airlines Are Hiring!
— Get trained as FAA cer-

tified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified
students. Job placement
assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance
888-686-1704

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co.
80201

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box
for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETICTEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

WANTED JAPANESE MO-
TORCYCLES 1967-1982
ONLY KAWASAKI Z1-900,
KZ900, KZ1000, Z1R,
KZ1000MKIl, W1-650, H1-
500, H2-750, S1-250, S2-
350, S3-400 Suzuki, GS400,
GT380, Honda CB750 (1969-
1976) CASH. 1-800-772-1142,
1-310-721-0726 usa@classi-
crunners.com

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value
of their service or product is
advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
supply the readers with man-
uals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their
clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstance
should you send any money in
advance or give the client your
checking, license ID, or credit
card numbers. Also beware

of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering
its service. All funds are based
in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!
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The Winter Hill Yacht Club once again hosted the Somerville Council on Aging’s Holiday Party last Wednesday. Special guests included Mayor Curtatone and Jim

N

COA Holiday Party at the WHYC

— N I O

my Del Ponte.

— Photos by Claudia Ferro
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To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s
most widely read newspaper!

. M= "One Call Fizes 1t a1"
otans Constry, y @ N Sell your N\
F ¥ DBA Bobby Potaris Op * : house todav! == g
- & DRAIY CLEANING y: mﬁ
{00 smalt™ “We’ll sell your bouse fast!” =lls

No 1oP i Call Bob for a free estimate 617 691 1199

Tel: (617)388-9742 . . - ~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~
License # 100397 ln e 'ea e' os on 'ea
617-666-4040
Prompt, Friendly, Professional Service

24 hours 7 days a week,
including holidays

MARY RESIDENTIAL BARRY SHIELDS 617-242-9679 _ym
MORTGAGE, INC. SENIOR LOAN OFFICER NO NIGHT OR WEEKEND GHARGE! Fax 617-242-7316 !“—E—“
TeamPrtmary.com bshields@primeres.com .
NMLS#: 20626 Need a Drain Unclogged?
. MYSTIC APPLIANCE, INC.
The Drain Guv . (6'7).59'.“99 Reconditioned Like New
www.thedrainguy.com
170 Bay Road » Hamilton, Massachusetts 01985 KERRI TONER 135 Cambridge St.

Cell: 617.359.2979 « Office: 978.468.9900 « Fax: 877.631.2512 Sales Manager Charlestown, MA 02129

Anne M. Vigorito e
Somerville, MA 02144
e ATTORNEY S-AT-LAW Sreae Macais
O’BRIEN. E.A. .. o L ph: 617/628-1563
tax preparation & a’('(-ounlhing Diane O’Brien, IL.A. Griminal Defense fax: 617/776-0074
7 Davis Square o iak i sa% -
Somenville, MA 02144 Civil Litigation
- 617-591-8383 Personal |niu|'v

f: 617-591-8686

diane@dianecobrienea.com Fam IIY Law
dianeobrienea.com Real Estate Law

Immigration Law
Employment Law

Bankruptcy
Stephen A. Glines, Jr. Zoning Lori's Lollipop Kids Lori Shea
Attorney-at-Law i Home Day Care Child Care Provider
. TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200 | | Thustonst 617-921-3968
The Law Office of Stephen A. Glines, Jr. ( ) Someville, MA 02145
- I FAX H ( 6 1 7) 77 6 = 5 4 3 5 “there’s no place like Lori’'s home” Lorislollipopkids@gmail.com
402A Highland Ave, Suite K v giitesla.com EMAIL: digirOIOmOIQQOI @verizon.net

Somerville, MA 02144

Phone: 617.628.1110 Ext |
Fax: 617.284.6303

Email: stephen@glineslaw.com

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

@ Prudential Over 50 Years Experience Closed Wednesday
E:K LISTER Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident
Alibrandi’s Barber Shop

Men & Boys Haircuts
Buccelli Real Estate

368 Highland Avenue (Davis Square) Somerville, MA 02144
Office 617 776-3311 Cell 617-438-2460

Fax 617-591-8332 Listerjck@aol.com
www.listersrealtyworld.com

CALL FOR A FREE HOME MARKET ANALYSIS * Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work

» Water Heater Replacement
* Complete Drain Service

“Best Somerville Barber”
194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144

617-628-4282

Daniel Charles Sylvia

(617) 625-4850

St Residential - Industrial - Commercial Electrical
; - 25 years of experience
BEST PEST CONTROL SERVICES Master PImb. Lic. #6106 625 9877 61 7 892 5004
o SOMERVILLE. MASS. 03144 licensed and fully insured

To advertise in The Somerville Times _ _ _
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4010 danielcharlessylviaelectrical.com




22 DECEMBER 17, 2014

The SomervilleTimes

Somerville Community Access TV Ch.3 Programming Guide

Celebrating 30 years of making grassroots community media for Somerville

| Want to learn TV production? Final Cut Pro? Soundtrack Pro? Green-screen? Call us today for more info! 617-628-8826 |

Wednesday, December 17

6:30am Road to Recovery
7:00am Somerville Film Group
7:30am Life Matters
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SCATV Presents Potluck and Lecture Series
10:00am Somerville Neighborhood News
10:30am Art at SCATV: Dixie Manley
11:00am Abugida TV
12:00pm  The Big Picture with Thom Hartmann Show
1:30pm Henry Parker Presents
2:00pm Physician Focus
2:30pm Race, Community, and Police Relations
3:30pm What the Fluff Festival
4:00pm Free Speech Television
5:00pm Energy Theater
6:00pm Trance: A Romantic Journey
6:30pm Somerville Housing Authority
7:00pm Inside Talk
7:30pm  Crossroads: a Search for An American Dream
8:00pm Somerville Pundits
8:30pm The Steve Katsos Show
9:00pm Bay State Biking News
10:00pm Art at SCATV: Dixie Manley
10:30pm SCATV Presents Honk Festival
11:00pm Visual Radio

Thursday, December 18

6:00am Atheist Viewpoint
7:00am Creating Cooperative Kids
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am Cancer Explained!
9:30am Girls Talk
10:00am Dead Air Live
11:00am Greater Somerville
11:30am Ablevision
12:00pm  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Chef’s Table Series
2:00pm Neighborhood Cooking w/ Candy
2:30pm Cooking with Georgia & Dez
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm Free Speech Television

5:00pm Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
5:30pm Eat Well Be Happy Cooking Show
6:00pm Tails of the City
6:30pm Health is Wealth
7:00pm Taking Back your Health (Live call-in)
7:30pm Active Aging:
8:00pm Fouye Zo Nan Kalalou (Live call-in)
9:30pm The Steve Katsos Show
10:00pm  Somerville Film Group: Ways to Live Forever
11:00pm Bay State Biking News - Rerun

Friday, December 19

6:00pm Somerville Film Group
7:30am Shrink Rap
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am SCATV Presents Potluck and Lecture Series
10:00am ArtBeat 2014
11:00am  The Art of Animation: a series of Karen Aqua
12:00pm Brunch with Sen. Bernie Sanders
1:00pm Race, Community, and Police Relations
2:00pm SCATV Presents Honk Festival
3:00pm Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:000m  The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Somerville Jazz Festival 2014
5:30pm Mystic Learning Center: Variety Hour
6:00pm France 24 World News (Free Speech TV)
6:30pm Art at SCATV: Dixie manley
7:00pm Somerville Film Group:
8:00pm Friday Shorts
9:00pm Energy Theater - haunted Halloween
9:30pm The Steve Katsos Show
10:00pm The Somerville Line
11:00pm Acronym TV (Free Speech TV)
11:30pm Somerville ArtBeat 2014
Saturday, December 20

6:00am Arabic Hour
7:00am The Somerville Line
8:00am Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
8:30am Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
9:00am Festival Kreyol
10:00am Tele Galaxie
11:00am Dead Air Live

12:00pm
12:30pm
1:00pm
1:30pm
2:00pm
3:00pm
4:00pm
4:30pm
5:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
8:00pm
9:00pm
10:00pm
11:00pm

Honk Festival

Taking Back Your Health
Somerville Times and Journal Reading
MAPS Health Connector

Henry Parker Presents
Telemagazine

Somerville Neighborhood News
Culture Club

Tele Kreyol

SCATV Presents Telethon
Somerville Film Group

Fluff Festival

David Pakman (Free Speech TV)
Nossa Gente e Costumes

Open Line News with Davey D
Gay News USA (Free Speech TV)

Sunday, December 21

6:00am
7:00am
8:00am
9:00am
10:00am
10:30am
11:00am
11:30am
12:00pm
12:30pm
1:00pm
1:30pm
2:30pm
3:00pm
4:00pm
5:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
9:00pm
10:00pm

Program Celebrai

Rompendo em Fe

Effort Pour Christ

Heritage Baptist Church
International Church of God
Active Aging

Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer
Taking Back Your Health

Inside Talk

Somerville Film Group
Somerville Neighborhood News
Somerville Times and Journal Reading
Life Matters

Rompendo em Fe

Dedilhando a Saudade

Race, Community, and Police Relations
Abugida TV

African Television Network

Tele Magazine

Effort Pour Christ

Farrakhan Speaks

Monday, December 22

6:00am
6:30am

Ablevision
Creating Cooperative Kids

7:30am Eckankar
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am The Stephanie Miller Show (Free Speech TV)
10:00am Bay State Biking News
11:00am Nossa gente e Costumes
12:00pm  The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm Somerville Film Group:
2:00pm Exercise with Robyn and Max
2:30pm Esoteric Science
4:00pm Free Speech Television
5:00pm Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm Literati Scene
6:00pm Ville Pirates
6:30pm Youth Programing
7:00pm The Somerville Line
8:00pm Abugida TV
9:00pm Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm Bate Papo com Shirley
11:00pm The Entertainer’s Show

Tuesday, December 23

7:00am The Struggle
8:00am Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am The Struggle
10:00am Shrink Wrap
11:00am Wicked Sober
11:30am Ablevision
12:00pm  The Thom Hartmann Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm What the Fluff Festival?
2:00pm Art at SCATV: Dixie Manley
2:30pm Jeff Jam Sing Song Show
3:00pm Tele Galxie
4:00pm Ring of Fire (Free Speech TV)
5:00pm Poet to Poet/Writer to Writer (L)
5:30pm The Literati Scene
6:00pm Tails of the City
6:30pm Culture Club
7:00pm Somerville Neighborhood News
7:30pm Greater Somerville (L)
8:00pm Dead Air Live
9:00pm Energy Theater
11:00pm The David Pakman Show (Free Speech TV)

City Cable TV Schedule for the Week

CITYTV 13/22
Wednesday, December 17

9:00am: SomerViva em Portugues
9:30am: Aldermen at Work
12:00pm: School Committee Meeting —
REPLAY OF 12.15.14
3:00pm: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
6:30pm: Talking Business
7:00pm SomerViva en Espanol
7:30pm: Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
8:00pm: The Mayor’s Report — Year in Review
8:30pm: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
8:15pm: Veterans Day Observance
8:30pm: Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
9:00pm: Interfaith Panel Discussion
10:00pm: Somerville ROCKS!
Thursday, December 18
12:00am: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
12:15am: Veteran’s Day Observance
12:30am: Talking Business
1:00am: The Somerville Guard “Race to Laurel Hill”
2:00am: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
2:15am:  Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
2:45am: Interfaith Panel Discussion
9:00am: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
9:10am: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus
12:00pm: Senior Circuit
12:30pm:  Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00pm: Aldermen at Work
1:30pm: Voices of Somerville
2:00pm: Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
2:30pm: School Committee Meeting —
Superintendent Selection
6:30pm: SomerViva em Portugues
7:00pm:  City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
Claus
9:00pm: School Committee Meeting —
Superintendent Selection
10:45pm: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
Friday, December 19
12:00am: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus
2:00am: Voices of Somerville
2:00am: SomerViva an Kreyol Ayisyen
2:15am: Somerville ROCKS!
9:00am: School Committee Meeting —
Superintendent Selection
12:00pm: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking
12:30pm: llluminations Tour 2014
1:30pm: Voices of Somerville
2:00pm: Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
2:30pm: Unearthing Lost Somerville
6:30pm: SomerViva en Espanol
7:00pm: Talking Business
7:30pm: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking
8:00pm: llluminations Tour 2014
9:00pm: Voices of Somerville
9:30pm: Unearthing Lost Somerville
Saturday, December 20
12:00am: SomerViva en Espanol
12:30am: llluminations Tour 2014
1:30am: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking

10:00 am: Connecting Communities- Somerville PD
10:32 am:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

12:00 pm: Kennedy School K-3 Winter Concert
1:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
2:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
4:00 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS
5:00 pm:  Connecting Communities- Somerville PD

5:30 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

7:00 pm: Kennedy School K-3 Winter Concert
8:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
9:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
11:00 pm: ESCS Winter Concert 12/12

2:00am: Aldermen at Work
2:30am: Unearthing Lost Somerville
9:00am: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus
12:00pm: Voices of Somerville
1:00pm: Unearthing Lost Somerville
2:00pm:  Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
2:30pm: Interfaith Panel & Discussion
3:35pm: Talking Business
6:30pm: SomerViva en Espanol
7:00pm Unearthing Lost Somerville
8:00pm: Aldermen at Work
8:30pm: Voices of Somerville
9:00pm: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking
9:30pm: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
9:45pm: Annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner

Sunday, December 21

12:00am: SomerViva en Espanol
12:30am: Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
1:00am: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking
1:30am: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
2:00am: Winter Hill Charrette: Housing
9:00am: The Mayor’s Report — Year in Review
12:00pm: Senior Circuit
12:30pm:  Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00pm: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus
1:30pm: SomerViva em Portugues
2:00pm: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
2:15pm:  Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
2:45pm: Voices of Somerville
7:00pm: Senior Circuit
7:30pm: Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
8:00pm: The Mayor’s Report - Year in Review
8:30pm: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
8:45pm: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus

Monday, December 22

12:00am: Senior Circuit
12:30am:  Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00am: The Mayor’s Report — Year in Review
1:30am: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
1:40am: Veterans Day Observance
2:00am: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus
9:00am: llluminations Tour 2014
12:00pm: Interfaith Panel Discussion
1:00pm: Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Claus
3:00pm: The Mayor’s Report - Year in Review
3:30pm: SomerViva em Portugues
6:30pm: Somerville ROCKS!
7:30pm: School Committee —

Superintendent Selection
9:15pm: Voices of Somerville
9:45pm: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking
10:15pm: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas

Tuesday, December 23

12:00am: School Committee —

Superintendent Selection
1:45am: Interfaith Panel Discussion
2:45am: Partners Healthcare Groundbreaking
3:15am: Talking Business
3:40am: A Very Seriously Somerville Christmas
9:00am: The Mayor’s Report — Year in Review
12:00pm: Senior Circuit

12:30pm:  Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00pm: Winter Hill Charrette: Housing
2:00pm: Talking Business
2:30pm: Annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner
3:30pm: Veterans Day Observance
7:00pm: llluminations Tour 2014
7:30pm: Seriously Somerville w/Jimmy Del Ponte
8:00pm: Aldermen at Work
8:30pm: Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
9:00pm: SomerViva em Portugues
9:30pm: Haitian Community Meeting
10:00pm: Interfaith Panel Discussion
12:00am: Senior Circuit
12:30am:  Keep Moving: Exercises for Older Adults
1:00am: Aldermen at Work
1:30am:  Connecting Communities — Somerville PD
2:00am: Haitian Community Meeting
2:30am: Interfaith Panel Discussion

EDUCATIONAL CHANNEL 15
Wednesday, December 17

9:00 am: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
11:00 am: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy

1:00 pm: ESCS Winter Concert 12/12
2:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
3:00 pm: SHS Football v Cambridge RLS
6:00 pm: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
8:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
10:00 pm: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
Thursday, December 18

12:00 am: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
2:30 am: SHS Football v Cambridge RLS
9:00 am: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13

10:30 am: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
1:00 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

2:30 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
3:00 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS -LIVE
4:00 pm:  Connecting Communities- Somerville PD
4:32 pm: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
6:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy

8:30 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert
10:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
10:50 pm: Connecting Communities- Somerville PD

Friday, December 19

12:00 am: SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
2:00 am: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
9:00 am: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
10:30 am: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS

11:00 am:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

12:00 pm: Kennedy School K-3 Winter Concert
1:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
2:00 pm:  SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
4:00 pm: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
5:30 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS
6:00 pm: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17

8:00 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert
9:00 pm: Kennedy School K-3 Winter Concert
10:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy

Saturday, December 20

12:00 am: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
1:30 am: SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
9:00 am: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS

Sunday, December 21
12:00 am: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy

2:00 am: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
9:00 am:  SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
11:00 am: WHCS Holiday Concert 12/17

12:00 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

1:00 pm: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
2:30 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
4:00 pm:  Connecting Communities- Somerville PD
4:30 pm:  SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
6:30 pm: WHCS Holiday Concert 12/17

7:30 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

8:30 pm: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
10:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
11:00 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS

Monday, December 22
12:00 am: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy

2:00 am: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
4:00 am: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
9:00 am: WHCS Holiday Concert 12/17

10:00 am: Connecting Communities- Somerville PD
11:00 am:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert

12:00 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS
1:00 pm: ESCS Winter Concert 12/12
2:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
4:00 pm: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
6:00 pm: WHCS Holiday Concert 12/17
7:00 pm:  Connecting Communities- Somerville PD

8:00 pm:El Sistema -Community in Harmony Concert
9:00 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS
10:00 pm: SHS Hockey v Cambridge - 12/22

Tuesday, December 23
12:00 am: SHS Hockey v Cambridge - 12/22
1:45 am:  SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy

9:00 am: SHS Winter Concert
10:30 am: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS
11:00 am: WHCS Holiday Concert 12/17
12:00 pm: All-City Middle School Winter Concert
1:00 pm: ESCS Winter Concert 12/12
2:00 pm:  Connecting Communities- Somerville PD
3:00 pm: SHS Hockey v Cambridge - 12/22
5:00 pm: SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
7:00 pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
9:30 pm: Our Schools, Our City - Music in SPS
10:00 pm: SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
12:00 am: SHS Boys Basketball v Malden Catholic
2:00 am: SHS Hockey v Matignon - 12/17
3:30 am: SHS Hockey v King Phillip - 12/13
5:00 am:  SHS Boys’ Basketball v Westford Academy
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Jason Wright is the founder of the
online literary magazine Oddball.

How to Fix a Broken Life

First step is to realize that it is
not your fault.

That everything happens for a
reason.

That to build yourself up
sometimes you have to tare your
self down.

Life is unpredictable, but you can
predict somethings,

Like realizing that you are not al-
ways your thoughts

Though they condemn, and
castrate you.

You are only as old as you feel.
Don't smoke.

As hard as it is to resist tempta-
tion, don't smoke.

Think of your family, the one you
are given

and the one you created. Your
friends and family

want you to succeed.

They don't want to see you fail.
Kick those depressing thoughts
out the window

Say your negativity aloud, and
then throw each thought

in the trash bin.

Meditate, let the thoughts ease
out of your brain,

and into the ether of the atmo-
sphere.

I know you are sad now, but you
can do this.

Pick yourself up from the depths
of depression,

and find something tangible to
hold onto.

Listen to your heart.

Not your head.

Sometimes your greatest fear,
can become the motivating force
to change your life.

If you are afraid, follow that fear,
face it and conquer it.

Only you can really change your
life.

If you are not good at things,
work on them till you are good

at them.

Sometimes you have to let go

to find out who you are.

If you are afraid of darkness, or
ghosts

Face the fear, head on.
Empathize with others.

Help others.

There are people who need help.
There are people who struggle,
No matter what, each person has
their own journey.

There is always a reason, behind
the wreckage.

To fix your broken life

is to realize that it isn't broken at
all.

Fractures, may split and be
painful.

It's only a break when you com-
pletely give up.

And life only ends, when your
heart stops,

That's when the body gives up.
Its natural.

Don't give up before your body
does.

Find strength inside you.

Keep going.

Make a plan, and stick with it.
Set goals.

Smile, try to anyway.

There are a lot of things to be
happy about.

The world is full of really good
people

and you are not the only one
who struggles.

There are more broken lights out
there to change

Change the lights, and enlighten.
Make someone else smile.
Realize, that you are not alone.
Write a poem, and tell the
people.

— Jason Wright

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

by Doug Holder

Local writer releases a
lyrical memoir of the
civil rights movement

Molly Lynn Watt, a longtime member of “The Ba-

gel Bards” (a literary group in Somerville) has re-
leased a lyrical memoir with Somerville’s Ibbetson

On Wings of Song

A Journey into the Civil Rights Era

Street Press. The book concerns her work in the
1960s with the civil rights movement. Somerville
resident Bert Stern has reviewed this book for Off
The Shelf.

Molly Lynn Watt’s On Wings of Song flies high
Review by Bert Stern

On Wings of Song (Ibbetson Street Press) is a clear-
eyed account of racial oppression in the US and of
the people, black and white, who struggled to end
it. What gives the book its special authenticity is
the point of view, which is intimate — a positioning

<A

Molly Lynn Watt

of the narrator’s eye gained by Watt's own lifelong
efforts in the struggle.

While the book is historical, it is also lyrical. Cray-
ola World begins:

Poems

Robin draws sky-blue arches

burnt orange sun sepia earth sprouts Bushels full of poems have been written about

Billy Holiday, but Watts' Billy Holiday Sings
‘Strange Fruit’ tops them all. It begins with a close-

maroon father strums raw-umber guitar
bittersweet mother hold pink flower

purple sister suck plum thumb. up picture of Billy herself, and ends, in an aston-

ishing shift, with a first-hand account of an observ-

, . )
And it ends when the child-artist er’s experience at a lynching,.

On Wings of Song is canonic. It restores for all of
us the beating heart of an evolving conscience that

... picks up black
' may never be complete.
draws herself in the center

tha's me — Bert Stern

Author of Silk, Steerage, and Winter in China.

the most beautifulest.

Kiwanis Club Head Start
Christmas

B L e il 9 2 Beth w
The Somerville Kiwanis Club held its annual Head Start Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 9 at the Holiday Inn. Santa

Claus greeted and met with seventy Head Start children and their families. All children were provided a gift sponsored by indi-
vidual Kiwanis Club members. Pizza was provided and a good time was held by all.
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he gifts that keep on streaming

Saved /

Just Recorded

Gotham
S1Ep1 - Pilot
Recorded 9/22 9:00 - 10:00p

Recently Watched

xfinity

Bring power to your presents with
the XFINITY" X1 Triple Play

Experience TV and Internet together like never before.
Get the fastest, most reliable in-home WiFi with the most coverage throughout your home for all

rooms, all devices, all the time. Plus, take your DVR shows to go. Stream your personal recordings

from anywhere or even download to your tablet or smartphone to watch while you’re offline.

POWER

—’TO YOUR—

PRESENTS

Starter XF Triple Play 4X the

$ 9 99 Internet speed Ask how you can get a

free for 12 months : $250 Visa’

Download speeds up : Prepaid Card
a month for 12 months to 105 Mbps 5

Plus add X1 DVR" service

Hurry! This special offer ends 12/31
Call 1-855-434-5181 or visit comcast.com/holidaysale today

xfinity

COMCAST the future of awesome®

New residential customers only. Not available in all areas. Requires subscription to Starter XF Triple Play with Digital Starter TV, Performance Internet and XFINITY Voice Unlimited®. Two-year term agreement required. Early termination fee applies.
Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including regulatory recovery fees, Broadcast TV Fee (up to $3.50/mo.) Regional Sports Fee (up to $1/mo.) and other applicable charges extra, and subject to change during and after the promo. After 12 months,
monthly service charge for Starter XF Triple Play increases to $99.99 for months 13-24. Regular monthly charge of $19.95 applies to DVR service (which includes HD technology fee). Additional outlet fee applies to multi-room viewing. After applicable
promotional periods, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, regular rates apply. Comcast’s current monthly service charge for upgrading to Blast!® Internet is $10 more/mo. (pricing subject to change). TV and Internet service limited to a single
outlet. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic service subscription required to receive other levels of service. On Demand selections subject to charge indicated at time of purchase. Internet: WiFi claim based on September 2014
study by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Voice: $29.95 activation fee applies. Service (including 911/emergency services) may not function after an extended power outage. Two-year term agreement required with
prepaid card offers. Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards are
accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2014 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA157232-0001
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