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Conway Park update, questions,
and answers at public info session

By Jim Clark

A public information session concerning 
contamination at Conway Park was held on 
Wednesday, December 5, at the Public Safety 
Building.

Weston & Sampson, the licensed site profes-
sionals in charge of soil testing, and city staff 
were on hand to discuss the testing results and 
the next steps in the recovery process and to an-
swer questions from those in attendance.

Representatives from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Massachu-
setts Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), who have oversight over the testing and 
mitigation process, were also present to answer 
questions.

In preparation for the proposed renovation of 
Conway field in March of this year, soil testing 
conducted revealed contamination in the soil 
requiring its closure. Samples

By Jared Kimler

Urban Axes opened its Somerville venue Friday, 
December 7. The axe throwing bar at 2 Union 
Square is the first of its kind in the Boston area. 
It invites all people over the age of 21 to sign a 
waiver, grab a refreshment and throw an axe. 

The company has locations in several other 
cities including Austin, Baltimore, Durham and 
Philadelphia. Two of its four founders previ-
ously lived in Boston and thought that Somer-
ville would be a welcome location. Urban Axe 
spokesperson Courtney Osgood said the con-
cept spoke to Somerville’s “community-centric” 
and “eclectic” flavor. “It really fit the Urban Axes 
vibe,” said Osgood.

The opening weekend was well attended 
with plenty of walk-ins. It wasn’t just flannel 
clad urban lumberjacks in attendance. “Some 
women came in with four-inch heels and they 
were killing it!” Osgood said. After a little 
coaching and supervision, anyone can get a 
handle on axe throwing.

A night of axe throwing

Axe throwing bar debuts in Somerville
Continued on page 4

Weston & Sampson consultant George Naslas explained the complexities of the Conway Park contamina-
tion cleanup project to those attending last week's information session.

Urban Axes is waiting for Somerville to throw business its way.Continued on page 20
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The Illuminations Tour 2018 takes place on Saturday, De-
cember 15, 4:30 to 9:15 p.m. Tickets on sale now at Blue 
Cloud Gallery in Ball Square, 713 Broadway. Celebrate the 
folk artistry of residents who transform their houses and yards 
with lights, illuminated ornaments, and shrines of devotion 
and fantasy. 45-minute Trolley Tours leave from (and return 
to) Somerville High School Field House, 81 Highland Ave. 
This is a new location this year, between the Central Library 
and the High School. Coffee, hot chocolate and cookies will be 
served. In addition, there will be craft activities for children and 
the Somerville Community Chorus will perform. Each year 
the tour changes, so do not expect the 2018 tour to be like the 
2017 tour. This is a fundraiser for the Arts Council. For more 
info, visit www.somervilleartscouncil.org

************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to subscribe to receive a digital 
edition of our paper, go directly online to our website – www.
thesomervilletimes.com – over to the right side and fill out 
your email address to receive a free, full PDF copy of the paper. 
By the way, if you scroll further down, a link to former editions 
of the paper are online as well, and all recent legal ads have been 
online for anyone who needs the legal ad they just ran.

************************
Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday to 
a great and good old time friend, Billy Murphy, who celebrat-
ing this week. Big happy birthday to our own Bobbie Toner 
here at The Times. We wish her a special day. Happy birthday 
to Stacy Hersey Buckley. We're wishing her a great birthday 
as well. Happy birthday to Irene Bremis, the premier real 
estate broker in West Somerville. We wish her the very best. 
Happy birthday to Kevin McDevitt, a good guy at DPW and 
friend to many here both in Medford and Somerville. Happy 
birthday to Ann Cassesso-Ercolini. We wish her the very best 
of birthdays as well. Our special longtime friend and a great 
guy, Doug Carriger celebrates this week. We him the very best 
always. Happy birthday to a guy who grew Continued on page 11
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Comments of the Week

Response to: Pedestrian crossing flags under consideration 
for Somerville
Pedestrian says:

Expecting people to carry flags so they can cross without getting killed only increases the sense 
that being on foot is somehow weird or embarrassing.
Alderman Ewen-Campen’s tests with slowing traffic via flex posts are far more interesting and 
relevant – speed and road design are the problem here. An orange flag isn’t going to do a thing 
against the large fraction of inattentive drivers on our roads.

LindaS says:

It might work, but why don’t they simply consider putting up those gates like they do at railroad 
track crossings? That way someone can just push a button, the levers go down until they cross, and 
then go back up again. That way cars (and hopefully bikes) would have to stop to allow people to 
cross the street.
Second choice would be speed bumps near crosswalks to force cars and bikes to slow down.
Of course, I’m sure flags are a lot cheaper. But the city shouldn’t put a price on public safety.

Jason F says:

This won’t help. Drivers are in a hurry and too busy texting. I almost got wrecked in a crosswalk in 
Union Square one day and I was wearing an orange shirt. Naturally the driver blamed me.

yet another poster says:

Sounds goofy to me. I walk all over town & while people not stopping for me in a crosswalk pisses 
me off and happens more than I like (leading me to yell or use my middle finger) it’s realistically 
just not such an inconvenience that I’m going to reach for a flag and wave it around like a lunatic 
the whole time I’m crossing a street…I’m just going to wait for the next car to stop, or the next.
Side comment (and likely to piss a few people off ): most of those 48% of pedestrians happened 
because there was both a careless driver and an idiot pedestrian. You never ever ever ever step in 
front of a moving or turning car unless you see it stopped or stopping, or you’re nimble & have a 
really good exit strategy. If you see a new car approaching after starting out, you stop & wait for 
things to play out before continuing. It’s just walking 101, and I see a lot of pedestrians who don’t 
seem to have taken that class these days. Being in the right is cold comfort when you’re dead. The 
only people I wouldn’t include in my generalization are the elderly / disabled / anyone else who 
has to cross really slowly.

Old Taxpayer says:

Problem is the aggressive driving here which has gotten much worse. And will increase as more 
and more construction makes people have to detour more which results in them cutting around 
driving even faster. Never mind how busy they are on the phone. My street is a cut through and 
they speed right through the stop signs trying to get around the traffic. And pedestrians waiting 
to cross are totally ignored a good portion of the time. I actually hate to stop to let someone cross 
the street as so many times the driver behind me cuts around me almost killing the pedestrian. 
The flags? Who knows.

Sal says:

How about the old saying “look both ways before you cross the street.”? My mother taught me 
that at 5 and that’s all I need to know. I see kids (and adults) walking to school with their heads 
buried deep in their phones w/earbuds and they just step onto crossing walks just assuming all 
cars will stop. If people looked up once in a while, I can bet that 48% would drop without having 
to install flags.

#throughthelookingglass says:

How many people are being paid by our tax dollars to come up with these nonsensical ideas?

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.
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Best Christmas ever

One of the best Christmases for me was 
the one when I got my first folk guitar. I 
thought I was getting it the Christmas 
before but it didn’t happen.

I remember the months leading up to 
Christmas Day 1964. After The Beatles 
song, I Want To Hold Your Hand start-
ed saturating U.S. airwaves in Decem-
ber 1963, my transistor radio remained 
glued to my ear. At night it was under 
my pillow. That song and others by The 
Four Seasons, The Beach Boys, and The 
Dave Clark Five literally changed my life. 
I wanted to be a musician!

I asked my parents for a guitar for 
Christmas. Then, on February 4, 1964, 

The Beatles performed on The Ed Sul-
livan Show and from that moment I be-
came absolutely obsessed. How could I 
be the next Paul McCartney without a 
guitar? I drove my parents crazy asking, 
and I finally got that guitar for Christ-
mas 1964. They bought it from Butler 
Music Store in Davis Square for 22 
bucks. Best gift ever.

“When I was a kid, we had real toys,” 
said many an older person, like me.

Remember when our parents asked us 
what we wanted Santa to bring us for 
Christmas? We made a list, but we were 
hoping to get that one special toy. Mine 
was that little folk guitar.

The best Christmas gifts ever for some 
of my friends still hold a warm place in 
their hearts. 

Under the tree was a Toodles Doll and 
baby carriage, Rock ‘em Sock ‘em Robots 
and Betsie Wetsie doll.

There were race car sets, cassette tape 
recorders and phonographs. Kids got 
the Playmobile toy car dashboard, Ken-
ner Erector Sets, and Easy Bake Ovens. 
A mini-bike? (Dave Stef was one lucky 
kid!) Who wouldn’t love a toy cannon, ice 
skates, a Flexible Flyer sled and a walking, 
robot called Mr Machine ? The big dude 
with jolly laugh brought hockey gear, mi-
croscopes, a Hot Wheels set with a loop 
de loop track, GI Joes and glittery, lace-up 
roller skates.

We delighted at Barbie Campers, Tonka 
Trucks that were built better than some 
of today's cars, and a really cool Polaroid 
Swinger instant camera. I remember 
blackmailing family members with un-
flattering photos! Some lucky kids got 
new bicycles! Cool! How about a hand-
made Pinocchio marionette and a ventril-
oquist dummy?

After visions of sugar plums danced in 

our heads, Baby Boomer kids and young-
er received Chatty Cathy dolls that talk-
ed (with the same few phrases over and 
over). There were Partridge Family and 
other Rock’n Roll LPs, drum sets, and 
earplugs for mom and dad!

Before man buns and condos, before 
cell phones and iPads, and before vid-
eo games and NetFlix, there were toys. 
They came from Lechmere Sales, Sears 
Roebuck, Child World, and if it was 
slightly scorched or smelled like a camp-
fire, it came from The Bargain Center in 
Davis Square.

Some of these special gifts still exist to-
day in our cellars and attics. We may not 
all keep them on a shelf in their bedroom 
(like me), but we know where they are. 
And even if they broke or disappeared 
long ago, the memories of our special gifts 
from those magical Christmases past will 
forever make us smile.

Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

Annual Illuminations Tour/Bike Tour
On Saturday, December 15 (snow date: Sunday, December 16), residents and visitors are invited to the Somerville Arts Council’s annual Illuminations 
Tour. Tour guides will lead trolleys past some of the city’s most spectacular displays of holiday lights, sharing stories about the families that decorate 
and providing local historic trivia en route. Due to construction on the City Hall Concourse, tours will depart from the Somerville High School field 
house (use the atrium/public library driveway entrance) every 45 minutes beginning at 4:30 p.m. Refreshments, choral music and craft activities will be 
available inside the SHS atrium. Trolley Tour tickets will be available at the Blue Cloud Gallery, 713 Broadway, beginning Sunday, December 2. Tickets 
are $15 for adults and $12 for seniors and for children ages 12 and under. Please note: tickets may only be purchased using cash or check. For more 
information, visit http://www.somervilleartscouncil.org/illuminationstour. 

The Illuminations Bike Tour, hosted by the Somerville Bicycle Committee, also takes place on Saturday, December 15 (snow date: Sunday, December 16). Riders will meet at 5:45 p.m. 
at the City Hall Main Entrance. The 90-minute ride is one-way to Davis Square, going past some of the best holiday lights Somerville has to offer.
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By Jim Clark

One tough customer
Police officers were dispatched 
to the Kmart on Middlesex 
Ave. last Thursday evening on 
reports of a shoplifter who was 
being uncooperative with store 
Loss Prevention personnel.

Upon arrival, the officers were 
approached in the parking lot 
by the suspect, Lesley Smith, of 
Boston.

Smith reportedly told the of-
ficers that she had been caught 

shoplifting, and it was explained 
to her that she had to follow 
Loss Prevention back to their 
office so they could process her 
information.

After a few seconds of arguing 
with Smith, who initially refused 
to reenter the store, she eventu-
ally complied and followed Loss 
Prevention back to their office.

While in the office, Smith was 
reportedly uncooperative. After 

speaking with the Loss Preven-
tion staff, the officers learned 
that additional items Smith had 
stolen were in her vehicle that 
was parked the parking lot. 

The officers and a Loss Pre-
vention staffer escorted Smith 
to her vehicle, where she opened 
her trunk to retrieve the stolen 
merchandise.

Smith had several Kmart 
shopping bags in her trunk con-

taining various items, some sto-
len and some with receipts.

As one of the officers was ver-
ifying the items in Smith's bag, 
with his arms inside the trunk, 
Smith said "Excuse me," which 
was the only warning given 
before she slammed the trunk 
shut. The lip of the trunk door 
struck the knuckle of the offi-
cer's left ring finger as he tried 
to pull his hands out.

Smith was subsequently hand-
cuffed and taken to the station 
for booking on a charge of assault 
and battery on a police officer and 
on a warrant charge of shoplift-
ing by concealing merchandise.

The injured officer filed a 
criminal complaint against 
Smith for the assault. Kmart 
Loss Prevention did not wish to 
pursue criminal charges for the 
shoplifting.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210
Help Keep Somerville Safe!

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG
Arrests:

Shukry Juma, of 41 Corey St., 
Charlestown, December 3, 6:49 
p.m., arrested at 1 Davis Sq. on 
a charge of disorderly conduct.

Thomas Perrotta, December 
3, 8:22 p.m., arrested at Revo-
lution Dr. on warrant charges 
of shoplifting by asportation, 
shoplifting by concealing mer-
chandise, shoplifting over $250 
by asportation, and larceny by 
check over $1200.

Jason Fontaine, December 4, 
12:30 a.m., arrested at Water-
house St. on a charge of felony 

nighttime breaking and enter-
ing of a vehicle or boat.

Jacqueline Murphy, of 760 
Cummings Hwy., Mattapan, 
December 4, 8:32 p.m., ar-
rested at Middlesex Ave. on 
warrant charges of receiving a 
stolen motor vehicle and pos-
session of a class B drug.

Richard Malloy, of 167 Ferry 
St., Everett, December 4, 10:03 
p.m., arrested at Alewife Brook 
Pkwy. on warrant charges of 
operation of a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license and 
operation of a motor vehicle 

under the influence of liquor 
third offense.

Joshua Krisko, of 412 Mc-
Grath Hwy., December 6, 8:31 
a.m., arrested at Medford St. 
on warrant charges of opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license and unreg-
istered motor vehicle.

Lesley Smith, of 107 B St., 
Boston, December 6, 7:39 p.m., 
arrested at Middlesex Ave. on a 
charge of assault and battery on 
a police officer and on a warrant 
charge of shoplifting by con-
cealing merchandise.

Edson Dasilva, of 191 Brock-
ton Ave., Abington, Decem-
ber 7, 11:00 a.m., arrested at 
Broadway on warrant charges 
of miscellaneous equipment 
violation and unlicensed oper-
ation of a motor vehicle.

Hassan Bahia, of 30 Lambert 
St., Medford, December 7, 2:03 
p.m., arrested at Artisan Way 
on charges of possession/use of 
false RMV document, posses-
sion of a counterfeit credit card, 
and witness intimidation.

Shea Morton, of 314 Broad-
way, Cambridge, December 7, 

6:40 p.m., arrested at McGrath 
Hwy. on a charge of receiving 
stolen property under $1200 
and on warrant charges of lar-
ceny from a person and larceny 
under $1200.

Hinmer Rodriguez, of 27 
Lakehill Ave., Arlington, De-
cember 8, 5:55 p.m., arrested 
at Alewife Brook Pkwy. on 
charges of operation of a motor 
vehicle under the influence of 
liquor third offense, negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle, 
and operation of a motor vehi-
cle with a suspended license.

taken at various locations and 
depths identified contamina-
tion including lead and PCBs, 
some of which exceeded regu-
latory limits.

In accordance with state and 
federal guidelines and at the 
recommendation of the city's 
consultant, additional testing 
would have to be conduct-
ed. Once testing results were 
determined, the city worked 
with the consultants as well 
as the MA Department of En-
vironmental Protection and 
EPA to determine what reme-
diation is required, as the field 
remained closed until that re-
mediation is complete.

The site is now managed un-
der the Massachusetts Contin-
gency Plan and is also regulat-
ed under both the MCP and 
EPA’s Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act (TSCA).

At last week's information 
session, Weston & Sampson 
provided a comprehensive over-
view including site history, the 
assessment process, regulatory 
overview, findings and draft data 
presentation, next steps, and 
then took questions from those 
in attendance.

Director of Parks and Open 
Spaces and Manager for the 
Conway Park Project Arn 
Franzen led off the session by 
introducing Weston & Sampson 
consultant George Naslas, who 
emphasized that the main pur-
pose of the information session 
was to provide an update on the 
data collected since March.

Naslas then explained some of 
the background and history of 
the site and the discovery of the 
soil contaminants.

According to Naslas, the dis-
covery of soil contaminants 

occurred while preparing to 
repair a retaining wall in the 
southeast corner of the park. 
The soil was tested at that time 
in order to determine what 
type of contaminants might be 
encountered during the reno-
vation process.

Elevated level of lead and PCBs 
were subsequently discovered at 
relatively high concentrations 
across the park. At that point, 
it was determined that the park 
should be shut down and access 
restricted while testing was con-
ducted to find out how severe 
the contamination was.

Naslas explained that the site 
had a history of industrial us-
age, which included a bleachery 
and dye works in the 1800's, 
up to the early 1930's. The site 
was first converted to a playing 
field sometime in the 1950's and 
was renovated once in 1976 and 

again in 2001.
Naslas explained that the 

site is regulated by both Mass 
DEP and the EPA, making the 
cleanup process a highly regu-
lated operation.

Naslas went through a typi-
cal cleanup timeline, explaining 
that the first year's activities 
consist of preliminary response 
actions and initial assessments. 
Following tier classification, 
the cleanup process can often 
take as long as five years for the 
cleanup to be completed.

The presentation included de-
tailed charts which graphically 
represent the various levels of 
contaminant concentrations 
throughout the park. Ultimately, 
it appeared to the consultancy 
experts that some areas of the 
site appeared to be more of a risk 
than others.

Naslas said that at this time 

the exact procedures involved 
in the cleanup have not yet been 
fully determined and that this is 
part of the ongoing effort that is 
underway currently.

During the question and an-
swer portion of the session, 
members of the public were pri-
marily concerned with knowing 
how much exposure to contam-
inants has been possible in past 
years, as well as how deep the 
cleanup process must go in order 
to assure public safety.

Naslas again reiterated that the 
exact details of these issues are 
yet to be precisely determined. 
He also emphasized the impor-
tance of getting the analysis and 
assessment phase of the opera-
tion right in the initial phase of 
the cleanup planning.

A video of the full session is 
available for viewing via the 
city's website.

Conway Park update, questions, and answers at public info session   
CONT. FROM PG 1



Carrier of mail, connections,
and good will – Fernando Varela

In a new monthly column, I will high-
light Somerville’s local heroes who, in so 
many different ways, make our communi-
ty better. They extend kindness, sit with 
a stranger, shovel out a neighbor’s car, or 
solve an extra challenging problem. They 
show up, do the work that needs doing, 
and stay until the job is done. They can 
be any age or any background, and they 
don’t need any special skillset. 

Here are a few people I’d like to recog-
nize for this month: 

Carrier of Mail, Connections, and 
Good Will - Fernando Varela: A Spring 
Hill resident, Donene Williams, recent-
ly shared the news that her long-serving 
and beloved mail carrier retired. When 
Fernando Varela retired, he mailed a let-
ter to each customer that read: “For most 
of my friends, April 27th was my last day 
delivering mail to your house. It was my 
retirement day. So, for a while, I have 
not seen my good friends. I really miss 
you all. Not seeing you on a daily basis 

is one of the changes in my life.  I am just 
wondering how many of you are saying, 
‘Fernando forgot all about us.’ Believe 
me, for many reasons, I cannot forget any 
of you. I cannot forget that through the 
years that I delivered mail to you, when 
I was thirsty, always someone got me a 
cold drink. When I was exhausted or 
maybe upset with some aspect of my job, 
someone encouraged me with a friendly 
conversation or said thank you for your 
service. It is my honor to say some of you 
made me feel exceptional by giving special 
greetings. My friends, you are always in 
my heart. Thank you for your kindness.”

Fernando said that he delivered mail for 
16 years in the Spring Hill neighborhood 
– including Porter, Linden, and Cedar – 
and was happy to serve a neighborhood 
he cared about. Donene said that one 
of the best gifts that Fernando brought 
their neighborhood was helping neigh-
bors connect with one another. All of the 
neighbors had their own connection with 

Fernando in common, and that made it 
easier for them to connect with one an-
other. “He was a community builder just 
by being kind and working hard,” Donene 
said. Fernando immigrated to the Unit-
ed States from Cape Verde many years 
ago, and he recently traveled to Portugal 
to celebrate his retirement. We wish you 
much joy and many blessings in your re-
tirement, Fernando, and deep gratitude 
for your service!

When one person heard this story about 
Fernando, she had this reflection: “As I 
read Fernando's message, I first thought, 
‘I would like to live in that Somerville 
neighborhood!’ Then, I realized that each 
of us can make our neighborhood like 
Fernando's, by treating our neighbors 
and the people who are a part of our dai-
ly lives with the caring and kindness we 
share with one another.” Very true –we 
can be the bridge-builders and problem 
solvers ourselves, and we can also cele-
brate others who contribute.

New Post-Halloween Tradition: We 
just passed the Thanksgiving holiday, 

but I’m going to look back again to ear-
lier this month. A few days after Hal-
loween, a group of kids I know started a 
new tradition. They had visited all their 
neighbors on Halloween to collect to 
candy. Then a few days later, they decid-
ed to crush the candy and mix it into to 
chocolate-chip-plus-candy cookies. They 
delivered the Halloween cookies to those 
same neighbors. I hope this new tradition 
of giving catches on.

Check back next month for more 
community heroes and champions of 
all different types and gifts … maybe 
even someone on your block! Do you 
have someone you think should be 
featured? Contact me at stephanie@
stephanieforsomerville.org (And you 
can sign up for my monthly newsletter 
here: https://tinyurl.com/Stephanie-
HirschBOAUpdates).

And in the meantime, let’s let the spir-
it of community draw us closer togeth-
er, and make us slower to aggravate and 
ready for a cup of coffee with a friend 
or stranger.

Retired Somerville mail carrier Fernando Varela.
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Somerville Heroes by Stephanie Hirsch

“He was a community 
builder just by being 

kind and working hard”
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THE HOUSE AND SENATE: There were no roll 
calls in the House or Senate last week.

ALLOW THE SALE OF LOTTERY TICKETS 
ONLINE – Front and center up on Beacon Hill last 
week: Treasurer Deb Goldberg continued her campaign 
to allow the state’s Lottery to sell tickets online. She told 
a budget panel that Lottery sales have begun to drop, 
citing the record $1.035 billion it generated in 2017 and 
the drop to $997 million in fiscal 2018.

Of the 44 states with lotteries, 11 of them now offer 
online purchases. New Hampshire started selling on-
line in September and in just 12 weeks, the state posted 
over $1.3 million in net gaming revenue from online 
sales alone. “The landscape has shifted and technology 
has transformed every aspect of our lives,” said Gold-
berg. I am confident that our Lottery will continue to 
maximize its performance, maintain current revenues, 
and meet the need for unrestricted local aid – but all of 
us as partners must take the next steps together.”

Goldberg said the next step is to allow the Lottery 
to go online to cater to the new and younger market 
which is used to doing everything online. “We need to 
provide the Lottery with the tools and resources neces-
sary to win new customers, utilizing digital marketing 
and providing frictionless transactions through cash-
less purchasing options.”

Goldberg, a former retailer, said she wants to make sure 
the state protects the retail stores that sell tickets —par-
ticularly convenience store operators, gas stations and 
quick-marts. “Done right, an online Lottery will help 
them – directing new customers through their doors,” 
said the treasurer.

“If we want to uphold our commitment to supplying 
reliable local aid to our cities and towns, we have no 
choice but to respond proactively to these challenges,” 
said Goldberg.

The opposition is determined to keep the ban on online 
sales. “It’s ridiculous and disgraceful and will undoubt-
edly be a waste of money for people that don’t have the 
money to waste,” said Sen. Kathleen O’Connor Ives 
(D-Newburyport). “I’d hope that Massachusetts had 
ways of raising revenue that didn’t exacerbate addictive 
activities like gambling, but I guess that would require 
the thoughtful, difficult work of tax reform.”

“We believe good state public policy should incentivize 
our consumers to spend in our economy with our local 
small businesses,” said opponent Jon Hurst, President of 
the Retailers Association of Massachusetts.  “Consumers 
represent 70 percent of the economy and the common-
wealth should recognize the importance of impulse buys 
when spending locally with a brick and mortar employer. 
To take the traffic away from small businesses will mean 
lower sales on a variety of consumer products.”

In 2016, the Senate approved an amendment that al-
lowed online Lottery sales. However, the measure was 
never taken up by the House and it died.

2016 SENATE VOTE ON ALLOWING ONLINE 
LOTTERY SALES
Here is how local senators voted on the 2016 amend-
ment that would authorize online Lottery sales.

(A “Yes” vote is for allowing online sales. A “No” vote is 
against allowing it.)

	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

PROTECTION FOR WORKERS (H 4988) - The 
House approved and sent to the Senate a bill requiring 
the state to set up an employer-funded benefit plan for 
employees locked out in a labor dispute. The bill was 
approved as more than 1,200 National Grid employees 
are still locked out of their jobs and whose unemploy-
ment benefits are scheduled to run out in January. Un-
der the program, locked out workers would receive the 
same weekly amount they are now receiving under the 
state’s current unemployment system until the lockout is 
resolved. All costs of the program would be paid by the 
employer who would be prohibited from passing that 
cost along to ratepayers.

“I'm glad that the House advanced a bill ... to create a 
program to extend the benefits for these workers,” said 
House Speaker Robert DeLeo (D-Winthrop). “In addi-
tion to providing relief and security to these workers and 
their families, we built in protections for taxpayers and 
ratepayers — assuring that the cost of these benefits falls 
solely on the employer responsible for the lockout.”

National Grid President Marcy Reed did not respond to 
repeated requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call for a comment.

MILLENNIALS’ PLAN FOR 100 PERCENT RE-
NEWABLE FUTURE - Many of the state’s leaders 
from the millennial generation gathered at Boston Uni-
versity’s BUild Lab for discussions on how to transition 
Massachusetts to a 100 percent renewable energy supply 
for electricity, heating and transportation.

“As millennials, the way our society produces and con-
sumes energy will affect our lives for decades to come,” 
said Ben Hellerstein, State Director of the Environment 
Massachusetts Research and Policy Center. “The good 
news is that we have the power to do something about it. 
Millennials are showing that a future powered entirely 
by renewable energy is attainable.”

“This is the most critical issue of our time, especially 
for millennials, since we are the ones who will have to 
breathe the air and drink the water in 30, 40, 50 years,” 
said Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmeadow). “The window of 
time when we can actually do something to prevent the 
disastrous effects of fossil fuels is closing rapidly, so this 
is an all-hands-on-deck situation. Summits like these 
that bring together policymakers, energy experts and ad-
vocates are important for finding solutions and building 
the momentum we need to make change.”

BILLS SENT TO STUDY – Many legislative com-
mittees shipped off several bills to a study committee in 
the 2017-2018 session. Most measures that are sent to 
a study committee are never actually studied and are es-
sentially defeated. Here are some of the bills that were 
sent to a study committee and will likely be refiled by 
their sponsors in 2019:

DEDUCT COLLEGE TUITION (H 1582) - Allows 
taxpayers to annually deduct an amount equal to 50 per-
cent of the cost of tuition and fee payments made to a 
college or university in which the taxpayer or a depen-
dent is enrolled.

TAX INCENTIVE FOR EMPLOYERS TO HELP 
EMPLOYEES WITH STUDENT LOANS (S 
1516) - Gives employers an annual tax deduction of 

up to $2,000 for helping an employee pay off his or her 
student loan.

FREE COLLEGE TUITION (H 3000) – Gives all 
public college students free tuition for one year, other 
than the first year. The scholarships would be available 
to Bay State residents in need of financial assistance 
whose family income is less than twice the state’s median 
family income. The state’s current estimated family in-
come is $75,000 which would mean that students with 
family incomes of $150,000 or more would be ineligible.

TASERS (H 1249) - Allows people who have a fire-
arms license to also possess and use a Taser, also known 
as a stun gun, for self-defense. The person must be 18 
years of age or older and have completed a 4-hour train-
ing session in the use of a Taser. The training session 
would include an explanation of self-defense, a review of 
the mechanics of a Taser and the effects of the weapons 
on individuals with pre-existing medical conditions.

In March 2016, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a 
Massachusetts law that prohibits citizens from possess-
ing and using a Taser violates the Second Amendment. 

Supporters of the bill say it would put the Bay State 
in compliance with the Second Amendment. They 
note that it is essential that individuals have the right 
of self-defense. They argue that the device is designed 
to incapacitate, not kill, an attacker at short range and 
relieves the shooter from the possibility of harming an 
attacker or another person by mistake.

Opponents say Tasers do not belong in the hands of 
non-law enforcement people. They note that Tasers have 
killed and seriously injured many victims.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“The truth is, whenever anyone, anywhere, is suffering 
from substance use disorder from the opioid epidemic, 
it’s not just their problem. We all pay the price.” — U.S. 
Surgeon General Jerome Adams addressing law enforce-
ment and health care leaders in Boston.

“You know what? I don't have any advice. Just take it a 
day at a time.” — Outgoing House Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chair Rep. Jeff Sanchez (D-Boston) when asked 
what advice he would give the next chair of the committee. 
Sanchez lost the September primary to Democrat Nika Elu-
gardo and will be leaving the House in January.

“Yes. It’s systemic with the organization. The Bureau of 
Prisons does not provide the health care needed, not just 
for me, but for anybody.” — Former House Speaker Sal 
DiMasi on his new role as an advocate for the better treat-
ment of prisoners. He served five years of an 8-year sentence 
for public corruption and after a long fight for his freedom 
was released from prison because of his declining health.

“We don’t know if that trend will continue at that pace 
once more stores open. We’ll continue to track that.” — 
Revenue Commissioner Christopher Harding on the an-
nouncement that in the first 12 days of business, the only 
two retail marijuana shops generated an astounding $4.8 
million in gross sales.

“The evidence is clear our roads are becoming more dan-
gerous and deadly. At a time when hands-free technolo-
gy is widely available and affordable, there is no reason 
why we should refrain from requiring hands-free usage 
to save lives and help police enforce the law.” — Sen. 
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Mark Montigny (D-New Bedford) on pushing for House 
passage of his Senate-approved bill prohibiting all drivers 
from using a hand-held cell phone but allowing them to use 
a hands-free one. The bill is stuck in the House Ways and 
Means Committee.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-

portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

During the week of December 3-7, the House met for 
a total of 21 minutes while the Senate met for a total of 
56 minutes.

Mon. December 3	 House 11:00 a.m. to 11:09 a.m.

	 Senate 11:04 a.m. to 11:48 a.m.

Tues. December 4	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Wed. December 5	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Thurs. December 6	 House 11:04 a.m. to 11:16 a.m.
	 Senate 11:10 a.m. to 11:22 a.m.

Fri. December 7	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call continued

Allen Street Playground 
community meeting

Please join the Somerville Office of Strate-
gic Planning and Community Development, 
Ward 2 Alderman JT Scott, and Alderman at 
Large Stephanie Hirsch for the third in a se-
ries of community meetings, on Tuesday, De-
cember 18, to review renovation plans and the 
proposed construction schedule for the new 
Allen Street Playground.

The meeting is scheduled for 6:00 to 7:30 
p.m. in the Academy Room at the Public 
Safety Building at 220 Washington St.

For more information or with any questions about the project, please contact 
Arn Franzen at AFranzen@somervillema.gov.

Lincoln Park design review 
community meeting

Please join the Somerville Office of 
Strategic Planning and Community 
Development, Ward 2 Alderman 
JT Scott, and Alderman at Large 
Stephanie Hirsch for a community 
meeting on Monday, December 17, 
for an update on remaining work to 
be completed at Lincoln Park in the 
Spring of 2019.

The meeting is scheduled for 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Argenziano School cafeteria, 
290 Washington St.

For more information or with any questions about the project, please contact 
Arn Franzen at AFranzen@somervillema.gov.
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Two hundred forty-five years ago this week, the spark that 
ignited American freedom took place at Griffin’s Wharf in 
Boston Harbor. It began in 1767 when England imposed 
upon the colonists the Townshend Acts that taxed glass, 
lead, paint, paper, and tea.

In 1770, after a three-year boycott by the Americans that 
caused large losses on English imports, the taxes were lift-
ed on everything except tea. Then, in 1773, England grant-
ed a monopoly on tea to its East India Tea Company on its 
colonies. To Massachusetts, this was considered taxation 
without representation, and they acted.

On the night of December 16, 1773, over 150 Ameri-
can colonists, many dressed as Native Americans, raided 
three British ships. They dumped over 90,000 pounds or 
45 tons of the East India Tea into the harbor. It later be-
came known as “The Boston Tea Party.” In today’s money, it 
would have been valued at over a million dollars.

Eight months later, the 
British conducted its own 
raid by attacking the Pow-
der House in Charles-
town, today’s Somerville, 
and confiscated much of 
the American gunpowder 
stores. Because they didn’t 
get all the gunpowder, the 
following spring the Brit-
ish raided again at Con-
cord and Lexington. The 

Americans then countered at the battle of Bunker Hill, 
the siege of Boston, and the Revolutionary War that lasted 
eight-years and won our independence. 

Charlestown Patriot Benjamin Edes was a leading voice 
pushing for colonial independence. He was considered the 
father of the Boston Tea Party and the keeper of its secrets. 
The Tea Party’s plan was hatched in his

The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #168

The Raiders
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Continued on page 20

Arnold “Bud” Knox Jr. of Lexington, for-
merly of Reading, passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday, December 4, 2018, surrounded by 
his loving family. Beloved husband of 70 years 
to Evelyn M. (Taintor) Knox. Devoted father 
of Jeffrey A. Knox and his wife Carolyn of 
Milford; Barry J. Knox and his wife Marie of 
Dover, NH; and Wendy E. (Knox) Costello 
and her husband Joseph of Lexington. Loving 
Poppa to Rachel and her husband Tom, Katie 
and her husband Christian, Christopher and 
his wife Caitlyn, Julie and her husband Mi-
chael, Brendan, Joey, Catherine, Jenna, Jackie 
and her husband Joseph, Alison, and Jeffrey. 
Proud great-grandfather to Maggie, Sydney, 
and Ethan.

Bud was the steadfast second-generation 
President of Knox Dodge on Broadway in 
Somerville, a landmark Dodge dealership in 
Ball Square for over 60 years. Bud’s accomplish-
ments in the community were vast, and he was 
widely admired.

A civic-minded man of service who served the 
city he loved, Bud was on the Board of Direc-
tors of: the Somerville Family Services (Trea-
surer), Somerville Kiwanis Club (President & 
Treasurer), Somerville Chamber of Commerce 
(President & Executive Secretary), Somerville 
Home for the Aged (President), Somerville 

YMCA (President & Treasurer), Somerville 
Savings Bank, Somerset Savings Bank, and the 
Somerville Public Safety Commission. Bud’s 
community service extended to his hometown 
of Reading where he volunteered for Boy Scouts 
of America (Scout Master), Little League Base-
ball (President), and the Reading Art Associa-
tion (BOD & Treasurer).

A member of the “Greatest Generation,” Bud 
was a Lexington High School graduate and was 
drafted into the U.S. Navy where he served his 
country in WWII meeting his future bride of 
70 years. Upon return, he earned a business 
degree in accounting from Bentley College as 
a member of the academic fraternity Kappa Pi 
Alpha. Throughout his lifetime, Bud and Eve-
lyn enjoyed traveling together, the arts, and at-
tending all sporting events of their children and 
grandchildren.

To honor Bud, please make donations to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital (www.st-
jude.org) or Wounded Warrior Project (www.
woundedwarriorprojectorg).

Publishers note:
Arnold J. (Bud) Knox passed away last week and 
he is remembered here at The Somerville Times 
as one of the most respected persons who spent 
his life in Somerville. Buddy and his wife Eve-
lyn (Evy) were ever-present in the affairs of this 
city. Bud's father, Arnold Sr., and uncle, Stanley 
J., started Knox Brothers Dodge in Somerville 
in 1936 at 643 Broadway, which is now the Di-
alysis Center and Medical building. Bud was a 
direct descendant of General Alexander Knox, 
who fought with General George Washington 
in the American Revolution.
Bud had a life of dedicated service to those who 
were less fortunate, as you see in the obituary 
above. He was a quiet man who always lent a 
hand to any worthwhile project that would ben-
efit Somerville. Beyond all that, he was a dear 
friend to many and will be sorely missed.

— Ross E. Blouin, The Somerville Times

OBITUARY

Arnold ‘Bud’ Knox Jr.

Shopping for poetry?

Somerville poet and artist Kirk Etherton has this poetry display up in the Market Basket, my 
supermarket of choice. You can pick up a free poem, along with your frozen vegetables.

— Doug Holder



Let’s talk about programs that
provide the best care at home

By Angela Clary

Adult Family Care (AFC) is 
dedicated to helping people re-
ceive the best care at home, and 
I am excited to help spread the 
word about this great program. 

My name is Angela Clary. As 
a licensed clinical social worker, 
who has studied and worked 
with older adults and their care-
givers over the past five years, I 
have seen so many caregivers 
in need of support. AFC is a 
regional program at Somer-
ville-Cambridge Elder Services 
(SCES) that helps fill that need. 

Funded through MassHealth, 
AFC provides caregivers with a 
monthly stipend, ongoing train-
ing, and paid time off. I have 
seen how this program can help 
family caregivers succeed, and 
this is why I am excited to be the 
new AFC Outreach Specialist.

My goal in this position is to 
create awareness of the AFC 

program, by connecting with 
other professionals who work 
with MassHealth-eligible peo-
ple who need daily assistance 
and cannot live alone. My pri-
mary role is to act as a central 
point of contact between oth-
er agencies and AFC, and I am 
ready to get started!

While AFC is my primary fo-
cus, I am also spreading the word 
about our Community Living 
Options (CLO) program. CLO 
is a private pay program, which is 
dedicated to providing everything 
our clients need for aging well. 
Home safety assessments, care 
management, hospital-to-home 
planning, and long-term care 
planning are just a few of the 
many services CLO provides.

As for my background, I am 
originally from a small town in 
Western New York, just out-
side of Rochester. I received 
my Bachelor’s in Social Work 
from SUNY Brockport, where I 

worked with low-income, HIV/
AIDS populations and the de-
velopmentally disabled. I moved 
to Boston to attend Boston Col-
lege, where I received my Mas-
ter’s degree in Social Work, with 
a concentration in older adults. I 
also interned with two Visiting 
Nurse Associations and worked 
with hospice patients. Two years 
ago, I joined SCES as an Elder 
Care Advisor and the Ombuds-
man Program Director. I am 
also an avid reader who enjoys 
playing volleyball and spending 
time with my dog, Milo.

If you wish to learn more 
about AFC or CLO, please 
feel free to contact me by call-
ing 617-628-2601 or email 
aclary@eldercare.org.
_________________________

Angela Clary is a licensed clin-
ical social worker and the Out-
reach Specialist for Adult Family 
Care (AFC) and Community 
Living Options (AFC). AFC 

and CLO are regional programs 
of Somerville-Cambridge Elder 
Services, a non-profit dedicat-

ed to supporting the health and 
well-being of older adults and 
people with disabilities.

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services Outreach Specialist Angela Clary.

DECEMBER 12, 2018••9

Sally O’Brien’s
335 Somerville Ave.

617-666-3589

Monday December 17
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Comedy   7 p.m.

Marley Monday with The Duppy Conquerors   reggae
10 p.m.

Tuesday December 18
SYM Jam All-Stars   8 p.m.

Wednesday December 19
See you next week for poker

Thursday December 20
Spring Hill Rounders   grassy Thursdays   7:30 p.m.
Neil Lawrence album release party, Nowhere Lights

10 p.m.

Friday December 21
Larry Flint & The Road Scholars   6 p.m.

Field Day, John Powhida International Airport   $10 cover
9 p.m.

Saturday December 22
The Family Jewels   6 p.m.

Jingle Punk holiday special Lily Black, The Knock Ups, 
Happy Little Clouds   $10 cover   9 p.m.

Sunday December 23
The Natural Wonders    4:30  p.m.

www.sallyobriensbar.com

 Follow us on Twitter at
 @somervilletimes

Annual Boston Christmas Cavalcade 
for the homeless at Once Somerville

Let the rejoicing commence! The  Annual Boston Christmas 
Cavalcade for the Homeless will take place at the ONCE Ball-
room at 156 Highland Ave., Somerville on Wednesday, De-
cember 19. All performer proceeds go to benefit the Somerville 
Homeless Coalition.

This event, along with a version on Cape Cod, has, over the past 
decade and a half, become a great seasonal live music tradition, 
and kind of a homecoming for many of the area’s finest musicians.

“We love doing a show featuring great and unexpected Christ-
mas music, and it sure warms my cockles to see how eager mu-
sicians are to give their time and talent to support the Somer-
ville Homeless Coalition,” says organizer Chandler Travis, 
puffing on a corn-cob pipe.

Suggested donation is $20 in advance, and $25 at the door. 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m., and music begins shortly after. 
https://www.oncesomerville.com/event/1794866-14th-or-
15th-annual-boston-somerville/
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COMMENTARY
The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Wishing everyone health and hope
this holiday season, and always

By Joseph A. Curtatone

They say if you don’t have your 
health, you don’t have anything, 
and I got a firsthand lesson in 
that two weeks ago when a bout 
of the shingles laid me low. It got 
into my eye and my ear, froze up 
the right side of my face, and put 
me in the hospital for the better 
part of a week. Now I’m wearing 
an eyepatch and doing occupa-
tional therapy to get my facial 
muscles back in working order.

Yet the thing that became 
crystal clear when I was going 
through the worst of it was 
how lucky I am. It’s a time of 
year where we’re supposed to 
count our blessings, and I’ve 
been counting mine like never 
before. First off, I’ve got family 
and friends there for me. You 
know how some people say 
so-and-so is my rock? I’ve got 
an entire mountain. To have 

that when you need it most is 
a wonderful thing.

I also received top notch care 
at Cambridge Hospital. I’ve got 
a great health plan and it gave 
me access to nurses, doctors 
and staff who helped put me 
back on my feet. I cannot say 
enough good things about the 
care they gave me, but a lot of 
people do not have the good 
fortune to be in my position. 
Many people have plans that 
would leave them on the hook 
for a hefty bill for that kind of 
care, and the stress, missed care, 
and costs that pile up for those 
without coverage are enormous. 
It pains me to think of what 
happens to someone who has 
fallen on desperate times or 
is homeless when they get hit 
with a severe case of the shin-
gles or any serious illness.

There is nothing more fun-
damental to quality of life than 
your health. It’s something we 
realized when we made com-
munity wellness a priority in the 
2000s and when we put together 
the comprehensive “Wellbeing 
of Somerville Report” in 2017. 
In fact, that report leads off with 
an Arabic proverb: “One who 
has health has hope and one 
who has hope, has everything.” 

In this holiday season, we should 
recognize the role we can play as 
a community in delivering the 
greater hope than comes with 
better health. We do a lot, but it 
is always a work in progress.

Top among health efforts, we’re 
fighting the opioid epidemic via 
City, School, and Police initia-
tives. Other City programs like 
Somerville Cares About Preven-
tion attempt to steer our youth 
away from the cycle of addiction 
before it begins. Our police and 
first responders work the front 
lines, attempting to get those 
battling addiction to the support 
and treatment they need. We at-
tempt to chip away at this devas-
tating societal problem, but it’s a 
fight that rages on.

Also, according to our Well-
being Report, the rate of health 
insurance in Somerville is 
95.5%. While that’s better than 
the national average of 91.2%, 
it’s still chilling to consider what 
that means for the 4.5% of peo-
ple who lack coverage. Many are 
people weighing their chances 
of getting ill against the cost of 
insurance. Yet I can testify how 
you can be in perfect health un-
til one day you are not. That is 
an awful gamble.

I support the federal govern-

ment pursuing Medicare-for-All 
and the state government insti-
tuting a single-payer system in 
the absence of federal action, 
but we need to recognize the 
gaps in healthcare access at the 
local level and close them as best 
we can while we’re waiting for a 
better system to emerge. Recent 
tragedy at Somerville Hospital 
has turned our attention to that 
institution and to emergency 
communications, and it is essen-
tial that the issues raised by that 
heartbreaking loss of life are ad-
dressed. We also need to address 
other gaps in care/treatment. 
Who is most at risk and how do 
we do right by them?

We know from the data that 
the poverty rate among our se-
nior population increased slight-
ly in the earlier part of this de-
cade, and we need to anticipate 
the health issues that might 
arise from that. From the same 
data, we also know far too many 
children (23%) and particularly 
children in households with a 
single female parent (43%) fall 
below the poverty line.

We have steadily increased the 
social outreach inside our school 
system to help address these 
systemic issues, attempting to 
make sure children get the basic 

healthcare and nutrition they 
need to thrive. Sadly, the reality 
is too many children in our city 
do not get three solid meals per 
day. We have a backpack food 
program for the weekends and 
offer free breakfast and lunch 
through the summer at many 
of our recreational facilities to 
make sure children in Somerville 
don’t go hungry when school is 
out of session.

These are just some of the 
major health issues on our 
agenda. But in short, some-
times life is hard, and the goal 
of government of, by and for 
the people should be to make 
it easier when it gets hard. It 
is work that must be done, 
that is constantly undertaken 
and that never truly is fin-
ished. So, count the blessings 
you have, and if you see a way 
for us to help, no matter how 
small, bring it to our atten-
tion. Most of all, if you need 
help, do not hesitate to reach 
out to city government. We 
can’t fix everything, but our 
mission is to help as many as 
we can as best as we can.

And here’s to wishing every-
one health and hope not just 
in the holiday season, but in 
every season.

The Somerville Times
Best of Somerville 2018

Cast your vote!
You have until December 14 to vote for your favorite category. To cast your vote, email us at thebestofsomerville@yahoo.com

or mail in your ballot to The Somerville Times, 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144. The winners will be announced
Wednesday, December 19, 2018. If you don’t see your favorite category here, simply add it to this list.

Foods & Restaurants
Best Breakfast
Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch
Best Italian Food
Best Chinese Food
Best Mexican Food
Best Portuguese Food
Best Local Deli
Best Variety and all around Restaurant 
Best Seafood 
Best Irish Pub
Best Local Bar
Best Thai Food
Best Hamburger
Best Mac & Cheese 
Best Hot-Dog
Best Roast Beef Sandwich
Best Pizza
Best Bakery
Best Sub Shop

Best Coffee Shop Franchise 
Best Coffee Shop local
Best Bar Food

Best of Somerville Services
Best Electrician
Best Plumber
Best Attorney
Best Teacher
Best Politician
Best City Worker
Best Receptionist
Best Real Estate Agent/Realtor
Best Real Estate Rental Agent
Best Bank Teller
Best Bank Employee
Best Waitstaff
Best Bartender
Best Cook 
Best Caterer

Best Barber 
Best Hair Salon
Best Doctor 
Best Nurse
Best Coach
Best Police Officer
Best Fire Fighter
Best Photographer
Best Somerville Historian
Best Eye Doctor
Best Orthodontist
Best Mortgage Officer
Best Somerville Artist
Best Somerville Poet
Best Somerville Writer
Best Somerville Celebrity
Best City Elected Politician
Best City Employee DPW
Best City Employee City Hall/Annex

Best of Somerville Businesses
Best Somerville Bank
Best Real Estate Company
Best Insurance Agency 
Best Creative Business in 2016
Best Florist
Best Laundromat
Best Liquor Store
Best Gas Station 
Best Auto Body Shop
Best Tow Company
Best Law Firm
Best Pest Exterminator
Best Convenient/Neighborhood Store
Best Somerville Non Profit Agency
Best Bar For Bands
Best Newspaper

Best Idea in 2018
Worst Idea in 2018
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up in East Somerville, David Bassett, 
who celebrates this week. Happy birth-
day to Anthony Angiulo, another East 
Somerville guy who works here in the 
city. A nice guy, we wish him the very 
best. Happy birthday to Cheryl Cal-
lahan, who is a lifelong resident and a 
nice person. We wish her the very best 
as well. Happy birthday to everyone here 
and from the city who is celebrating this 
week. We wish every one of them a very 
happy birthday.

************************
One of our readers came in to see us 
this past week and told us an interesting 
story regarding “handicap” placards that 
hang in windows. Remember, you have 
to get a doctor sign for one, then you 
take it to the RMV, and then they issue 
you the placard. Isn’t a handicap placard 
supposed to help those in need to be 
able to have an advantage in parking be-
cause of their particular situation? Can 
Somerville overrule what Massachusetts 
says is law? Our reader reported to us 
that he was on a side street in a house, 
and when he came out he saw that he 
was getting parking ticket, the T&P per-
son said they needed to have a residen-
tial sticker or visitor pass to park. Our 
reader explained that he had a "handi-
cap” placard, but the T&P person told 

him Somerville doesn’t care and then 
left the ticket. He told us that he went 
to T&P office to complain and they told 
him that Somerville has different rules 
regarding handicap placards. In the end 
they reportedly told him, “you can pay 
now or later.” Now, we weren’t there but 
we don’t he made the story up either. 
It’s disturbing that the city squeezes ev-
ery penny out of everyone with all sorts 
of rules and ordinances, but we think 
charging a handicapped person for the 
ticket is outrageous. Has anyone else 
had this problem?

************************
Just the other day the Boston Globe did 
an article on the Union Square develop-
ment, and instead of speaking to those 
that are affected by the development they 
talked to two city activists. Some feel the 
article was slanted against those who are 
really affected. Some see these two in-
dividuals as resisters to development in 
the square, maybe in the guise of having 
union workers involved in the project, we 
don’t know. Some of the real stakehold-
ers feel that the project is being held up 
because the mayor, who has the final say, 
is now bowing down to the activists be-
cause of the last city election. The forma-
tion of the Neighborhood Council was, 
by some accounts, a bag job against the 

real people who are affected by the devel-
opment. Under our city charter the may-
or has final approval over any project in 
the city. So why doesn’t he step up?

************************
We’ve been hearing rumors that the 
Hon. Ward 7 Alderman Katjana Bal-
lantyne is looking more and more like 
a potential candidate for mayor, either 
next year or the term after. Either way, 
we think she’s capable and could pose a 
strong candidacy at any time. 

************************
We also heard that a former alderman 
is also considering running for may-
or himself. He’s been quietly looking 
around and gathering some key support 
here in the city.

************************
We hear that there will be a major an-
nouncement of two real estate com-
panies merging. The Norton Group, 
which has been around for many years 
and is locally owned and operated, is 
going to merge with Century 21 North 
East in January to become C21 North 
East – Norton Group. The D’Amicos 
and the Nortons are merging and will 
make a major announcement and offer 
up some surprises in January.

************************
Speaking of The Norton Group, every 

year they celebrate with their staff and 
agents, as well as with the Somerville 
Times staff and writers. This year it was 
held this past Monday night at the Mt. 
Vernon Restaurant. A great turnout 
and fantastic time as usual was had by 
all, and the food was fantastic. What a 
great place to have a company party or 
to have them cater it. You can’t go wrong. 

************************
Every year now since Mayor Joe has 
been mayor the taxes have gone up. This 
year is no exception. One bad thing is 
that the commercial development in 
Union Square has ground to a halt over 
a piece of land that the city won’t let 
the Redevelopment Authority take in 
order for the commercial development 
package approved a few years to proceed. 
We hear that the taxes, in particular in 
Prospect Hill, will go up at least 20% 
this year because of the aldermen’s and 
city's actions. What a shame that the 
commercial development that was meant 
to ease the burden on homeowners will 
not happen. To all you new residents of 
Prospect Hill which will see a major in-
crease in taxes, remember that next year 
is city elections. Just saying!

************************
Anticipation mounts as to who the 
Town of Stoneham

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
A lot of Somerville's public parks and 
recreational areas have been or will be 
undergoing significant renovations and 
improvements over the course of time.

This is, of course, a good thing and 
something that is necessary on an ongo-
ing basis as routine maintenance. There 
have been instances, however, when a cer-
tain amount of controversy has been gen-

erated, for example, over budgeting, best 
use of spaces, hours of operation, natural 
versus artificial turf, etc.

These are all important issues that city 
planners – in tandem with public opin-
ion – must deal with in a thorough and 
efficient manner. Thus, the various public 
hearings and open meetings scheduled 
for each renovation project prove to be a 

vital part of these planning processes.
Be a part of this important process by 

attending and sharing your views at any 
or all of the upcoming meetings:

Foss Park Community Meeting, 
Wednesday, December 12, 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m. at East Somerville Community 
School.

Lincoln Park Design Review Commu-

nity Meeting, Monday, December 17, 
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. at Argenziano School.

Allen Street Playground Community 
Meeting, Tuesday, December 18, 6:00 - 
7:30 p.m. at the Public Safety Building, 
220 Washington St.

Your participation and input are wel-
come and needed. Please consider joining 
in, for the betterment of all.

Continued on page 16
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Annual 
Christmas 
Tree lighting

Go to www.thesomervilletimes.com for more photos Photos by Claudia Ferro

The annual Christmas Tree lighting kicked off the holiday 
festivities on Thursday, December 6, followed by a meet and 
greet with Santa Claus in the Somerville High School Culi-
nary Arts Bistro.

Santa Claus was escorted by the Somerville Fire and Police 
Departments for the ceremony and was available for photos 
following the tree lighting. All children attending the cere-
mony also received a gift from Santa.

Live entertainment for the event featured the Somerville 
High School Band and Chorus, the Somerville Community 
Chorus, and El Sistema Somerville. Following the tree light-
ing, refreshments were served in the SHS atrium, where 
children were able to meet and take a complimentary photo 
with Santa.
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www.somervillema.com
www.medfordma.com

2018 Menorah Lighting ceremony

On Sunday, December 9, a ceremonial Menorah Lighting took place on the City Hall Concourse with Rabbi Eliana from Temple B’nai Brith. All members of the community were invited to join Mayor Curtatone, city  
officials and staff for a brief ceremony and photo on the City Hall Concourse. The Menorah will be lit each night of Hanukkah.

Ms. Cam’s

#657Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  What chant is tradi-
tionally sung during the 
lighting of the Menorah?

2.  How many blessings 
are said on the first night 
of Hanukkah?

3.  What is the extra light 
called that is used to light 
the candles of a Menorah?

4.  What is the name of 
the spinning top kids use 
to play during Hanukkah?

5.  During the holiday 
season, what is Viscum 
used for?

6.  In the novel A Christ-
mas Carol, what is the 
name of Scrooge's dead 
business partner?

7.  In what ocean would 
you find Christmas 
Island?

8.  Where and when did 
the tradition of making 
decorated gingerbread 
houses come from?

9.  When was the first 
Christmas card sent?

10.  Who wrote The 
Cultivation of Christmas 
Trees?

11.  What are Christmas 
crackers?

12.  What song has the 
line "Bearing gifts we 
traverse afar"?

Answers on page 16
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010
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LEGAL NOTICE
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our
website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

TO PLACE

LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN

THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US

BY 12 PM MONDAY

PH: 617.666.4010

FAX: 617.628.0422

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

Removal of Public Shade Trees

City of Somerville

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 87, the City of Somerville will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. at the Somerville 
High School Library, 81 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA. to consider 
the removal of the following public shade tree(s):

1.	 Canal Street – Removal of 3 Princeton elm trees (6.7 inch, 6.4 
	 inch, and 6.3 inch diameter) across from 300 Canal Street at the 
	 corner of Grand Union Boulevard for Assembly Square Block 
	 5B development. This location will be replanted with 4 (four) 
	 5-inch diameter Hornbeam trees.
2.	 30 Ivaloo Street – Removal of 1 (one) Norway maple tree (18.6 
	 inches in diameter) that is severely restricting sidewalk 
	 accessibility.

The trees identified above have been posted for public inspection. 
In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 87, any objections to the removal 
of any of these trees must be submitted in writing to the City Urban 
Forester prior to or at the public hearing. The mailing address for the 
Urban Forester is City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA. 
02143; email: trees@somervillema.gov; phone 617-625-6600.

12/5/18, 12/12/18 The Somerville Times

picks for Town Manager. One of three 
candidates is one of our alderman 
and we wish him luck. Interestingly 
enough, if he gets the job he might 
resign as Alderman At-Large. That 
would mean, under the new rules, that 
Jack Connolly can once again (for the 
third time) sit on the Board. Wouldn’t 
that be interesting? Back to Stoneham, 
a lot of Stoneham is filled with former 
Somerville residents these days. We 

think it looks good. Well, we know he 
wants the job and we're crossing our 
fingers for him. 

************************
So some bloggers tried to say that bi-
cycles pay taxes through other forms 
of taxes like property taxes. We would 
like to remind them that everyone pays 
property taxes, either directly or indi-
rectly. But those that own automobiles 
pay an additional tax called the excise 

tax, which is for street and road im-
provements. Bicycles owners should pay 
a tax as well, just to be fair about it. After 
all, it costs money to paint those lanes 
and to shorten the streets.

************************
The Somerville City Club's manager, 
Donny Johnson, is looking all the time 
for new members to join the club. If 
you think you’d be interested give him 
a call 617-623-9340. It's a great local 

club for the residents of Somerville. 
It's been around now for over 40 years 
at their location on Innerbelt Road, 
across from the Holiday Inn. It has 
plenty of parking and has a very nice 
hall for rent. Some say the best deal in 
Somerville. Call the hall and ask for 
details: 617-623-9340. The Somer-
ville City Club supports a lot of local 
charitable groups and organizations 
here in Somerville.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 11

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  Hanerot Halalu

2.  Three

3.  Shamash

4.  Dreidel

5.  Mistletoe

6.  Jacob Marley

7.  The Indian Ocean

8.  Germany, in the early 
1800s

9.  In 1611, sent by Mi-
chael Maier to James I 
of England and his son 
Henry Frederick, Prince 
of Wales

10.  T. S. Eliot

11.  A segmented card-
board tube wrapped in a 
brightly decorated twist of 
paper with a prize in the 
central chamber

12.  We Three Kings of 
Orient Are

From on page 14

Somerville launching Somervision 2040 
Comprehensive Plan update process

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone is 
pleased to announce the launch of a 
new community process to update 
SomerVision: Somerville’s Com-
prehensive Plan 2010-2030 and create SomerVision 2040.

Nearly ten years ago in 2009, the Somerville community came together over the course of more than 50 
meetings, visioning sessions, and workshops to hammer out a guiding document for the city. The resulting 
SomerVision plan includes more than 584 values-driven goals, policies, and actions ranging from housing, 
job, and open space creation to neighborhood preservation, transformational development, and transporta-
tion advances, and more.

Since then, SomerVision and its metrics, goals, and priorities have served as the cornerstone of city policy and 
planning and city efforts to make Somerville an exceptional place to live, work, play, and raise a family. The 
city is now calling the community together again to revisit SomerVision 2030 and build in goals for 2040. 
The process will start with a SomerVision 2040 Kick-Off Meeting on Tuesday, January 15th, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at The Center for Arts at the Armory at 191 Highland Ave.

“Of course we still have more to do, but the critical progress that our city has made toward our housing, work-
force, mobility, and other goals traces straight back to the clear and consistent vision for our future anchored 
in SomerVision – along with that Somerville tendency to never give up (think Green Line Extension),” 
said Mayor Curtatone. “A lot has changed since SomerVision was first written. In some areas, such as our 
Somerville Climate Forward Plan for becoming carbon-neutral by 2050, we are already looking further into 
the future than 2030. So to keep SomerVision a living document that is responsive to new opportunities and 
evolving needs, we are reconvening this process and asking to hear from the community once again. I hope 
everyone interested takes part.”

The city’s goal is broad participation. Opportunities to take part, including multilingual discussions, will be 
designed for both busy residents who want to quickly weigh in on key issues and for those who want to engage 
more deeply through debates about specific policies and strategies. Options include everything from serving 
on the Steering Committee or attending meetings to taking a survey or hosting a SomerSupper with your 
neighbors. More information on all aspects is coming soon.

All are also encouraged to learn more about SomerVision 2030 and the process for creating SomerVision 
2040, by attending the SomerVision 2040 Kickoff on Tuesday, January 15, at 6:00 p.m. at The Armory. For 
anyone who can’t attend, the meeting will be videotaped and posted at www.SomerVision2040.com for later 
viewing. An RSVP is not required, but an RSVP at EventBrite is encouraged.

All community members are also invited to participate in the SomerVision Challenge by taking photos in 
Somerville of 1) something you love, 2) something you’d love to change, and 3) a SomerVision 2040 related 
question you have. Then share them on social media with #SomerVision2040, or email your submissions to 
planning@somervillema.gov, or hand deliver paper submissions to the Welcome Desk at City Hall. The City 
may share your contributions through future SomerVision events and documents to help spark and inform 
discussion (if you post on social media, be sure to make your post and profile public so we can share your vision).

To stay informed about future SomerVision 2040 announcements, visit the website and join our email list at 
www.SomerVision2040.com.

CORE SOMERVISION 2030 GOALS:

• 30,000 new jobs as part of a responsible plan to create opportunity for all Somerville workers and entre-
preneurs

• 125 New Acres of Publicly-Accessible Open Space as part of our realistic plan to provide high-quality 
and well-programmed community spaces

• 6,000 New Housing Units including 1,200 Permanently Affordable units as part of a sensitive plan to 
attract and retain Somerville’s best asset: its people

• 50% of New Trips via Transit, Bike, or Walking as part of an equitable plan for access and circulation to 
and through the City

• 85% of New Development in Transformative Areas as part of a predictable land use plan that protects 
neighborhood characterTo view the full SomerVision 2030 plan and the progress reports visit www.somer-
vision2040.com. 
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'The Monster Mash Up' project
and 'Monster Meet and Greet'

The Somerville Public School 
Art Department had a busy 
couple of weeks as 2nd grad-
ers from the John F. Kennedy 
School and Studio Art and 
Cartooning students from 
Somerville High School par-
ticipated in the first iteration of 
The Monster Mash-Up, a collab-
orative art project organized by 
teachers Lindsey Richard and 
Jennifer DeAngelis.

Kennedy 2nd graders, under 
the instruction of DeAngelis, 
created paintings of monsters 
loosely inspired by Maurice 
Sendak’s Where The Wild Things 
Are. When the monsters were 
completed, Studio Art and Car-
tooning students at Somerville 
High School, under the instruc-
tion of teachers Richard and 
Wood, adopted these monsters.

The students' goals were to rec-
ognize the power of the imagi-
nations of the 2nd graders and 
elevate their renderings as a 

means to encourage younger art-
ists to continue to pursue their 
creative potential. 

The culmination of the project 
was a Monster Mash-Up Meet 
and Greet which took place at 
the Kennedy School this past 
Wednesday. High school stu-
dents traveled by foot to the 
John F. Kennedy School where 
they were greeted by a standing 
ovation from 2nd graders. The 
high school artists one by one 
presented their “monster-pieces” 
to the 2nd grade artists.

All artist participants had the 
unique opportunity to meet 
one another, share their cre-
ative process and celebrate their 
hard work. When asked about 
the project, 9th grade Somer-
ville High School student Hel-
en Gillespie said, “My favorite 
part was definitely the Meet and 
Greet because my second grader 
reminded me of myself and we 
had a lot in common!”

2nd grader Daphne Matsakis and 9th grade student Helen Gillespie discuss the student artwork.
— Photos by Ross Blouin and The Somerville Public School Art Department



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|December 12
East Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Somerville Positive Forces 
1 p.m.-3 p.m. 
Bus Timings Community Event 
3:30 p.m.-5 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|December 13
Central Library
Preschool Storytime for 3 to 5-year-
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 
TELL (Teen Library Leaders) Meeting 
3:45 p.m.-5:45 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Friday|December 14
Central Library
Preschool Storytime for 2-year-olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.|79 Highland Ave

Monday|December 17
Central Library
Sing Along 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Teen Movie Night 
5:30 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Tuesday|December 18
Someville Community Baptist 
Church
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|31 College Ave

Wednesday|December 19
East Branch Library
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Somerville High School Anime Club 
2:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
Sing Along with Matt Heaton! 
3:30 p.m.-4:15 p.m.|115 Broadway

MUSIC/ARTS
Wednesday|December 12
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian O’Don-
ovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" on 
WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 p.m. 
NEIHO - New England Irish Harp 
Orchestra|7:30  p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Wednesday Night 
Grateful Dead Residency 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
The Moth: Roads 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
The Ways and Means Committee 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Been Out Here Teen Open Mic 
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
Screening of 'A Very Murray Christ-
mas' 
8 p.m.|255 Elm St

Thursday|December 13
Sally O’Brien’s
Sloth Machine  
7:30 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589 

The Burren
Eric Salt "In Leisure Car" Album 
Release with Special Guest - Old Jack 
|7 p.m. 

Scattershots|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Closed For A Private Party 
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Van Dam 4 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Pub Sing  
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

The Rockwell
Sh!t-Faced Shakespeare: Romeo and 
Juliet 
7 p.m.|255 Elm St

Somerville Theatre
The Slutcracker 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Friday|December 14
Sally O’Brien’s
Bucky Bear & The Bearly Seen |6 p.m.  
HearNowLive presents PCR, The 
Othership   $10 cover |9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Backroom Series with Tom Bianchi 
Will Dailey - w/ Special Guest Cliff 
Notez & Girl Blue|7 p.m. 
Cover Up|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Mythical Beasts 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Chance to Dance: A Night of Groov-
ing Soul Hits, Modern Top 40, & 
More with Soul City 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Ghost Town Brass Band|6:30 p.m. 
Band Land Brass Band|8:30 p.m. 
Women & Non-binary Megaband 
Convergence|9:30 p.m. 
14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Sh!t-Faced Shakespeare: Romeo and 
Juliet|7 p.m. 
B. U. M. P.|9:15 p.m. 
Dirty Disney|10:30 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Arts at the Armory
Friday Afternoon American Roots jam 
1 p.m.|Cafe 
Ayn Trio Concert  
6:30 p.m.|Café 
Spark! in the dark - BIDA 
7:15 p.m.|Performance Hall|191 
Highland Ave 

Somerville Theatre 
The Slutcracker 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Saturday|December 15
Sally O’Brien’s
One Thin Dime |6 p.m. 
Harry & The Hot Flashes, Nickel & 
Dime Band, The Only Thing   $10 
cover |9 p.m 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Real School of Music Showcase|12 
p.m. 
Will Dailey w/ Special Guest Cliff 
Notez|7 p.m. 

Closing Time |10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s 
Walk Talk 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Skull & Roses – A Tribute To the 
Grateful Dead 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Emperor Norton's Stationary March-
ing Band 
Eddie Japan 
Farnakht 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Aeronaut Album Night (Holiday 
Edition!) 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Kerplunk!|11 a.m. 
Sh!t-faced Shakespeare: The Taming 
of the Shrew|7 p.m. 
Dreamland Silent Disco|9:30 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Arts at the Armory
Whole Tone Music Academy Fall 
Recital  
2 p.m.|Cafe 
Banboche 2018  
6:30 p.m.|Performance Hall |191 
Highland Ave

Somerville Theatre 
The Slutcracker 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Sunday|December 16
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
The Natural Wonders 
4:30 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-
666-3589

The Burren
Beatles Brunch 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Backroom series with Tom Bianchi|7 
p.m. 
"All the Way to Somerville" Dan-
ielle Miraglia, Jenee Halstead & Lisa 
Bastoni 
7:30 p.m.|247 Elm 
Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Americana Sundays Season Finale 
with Greg Klyma and Chris Hersch & 
The MoonRaiders 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

Once Somerville
Holiday Buzz Market|11 a.m. 
Country Christmas w/ Slim Jim & 
The Mad Cows, Magen Tracy & The 
Missed Connections and Lonely Leesa 
& The Lost Cowboys|7 p.m. 
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
BYOP: Tupelo Junction with Sarah 
Donner + Kevin Kline 
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
The Somerville Flea  
10 a.m.-5 p.m|Performance Hall 
Mass Appeal Boston  
4 p.m.|Cafe 
House of Glass Concert  
7:30 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Somerville Theatre 
The Slutcracker 
2 p.m./8 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Monday|December 17

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Shawn Carter's Cheapshots Come-
dy|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Back Room:  
Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Queer Tango 
6:30 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Somerville Theatre 
The Slutcracker 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Tuesday|December 18
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
SYM Jam All-Stars  
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room 
Jason Anick and the Swingers Swing/
Jazz|8:30 p.m. 
Open Mic Night with Aaron Yang|10 
p.m. 
New England Science Writers|7 p.m. 
Open mic night|9 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Ghetto People Band 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spelling 
Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-625-
8200

Thunder Road
Lonely Path, Still, Moonwatch, Rick 
West & The Hay 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Bloom 
Cold Collective, The Insides, We 
Should Talk 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Wednesday|December 19
Sally O’Brien’s Bar
see you next week for poker 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589 

The Burren
Backroom Series with Brian O’Don-
ovan (of "A Celtic Sojourn" on 
WGBH)|7:30 p.m. 
Comedy Night  with Arty P.|10 p.m. 
A Very Fuzzy Christmas -a benefit for 
Girls Rock Campaign Boston|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – Thunder Road Holiday 
Party 
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
The 14th or 15th Annual Boston 
Christmas Cavalcade For the Home-
less! 
The Chandler Travis Philharmonic, 
Erin Harpe's Country Blues Trio, Ken 

Field, Rick Berlin, Carla Ryder, The 
Boston Typewriter Orchestra, Kami 
Lyle, The Philharmonic Trombone 
Shout Band, Shaun Wolf Wortis, The 
Athol Thingerth 
7:30 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Grant Bloom 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
SAC Artist of the Month Celebration  
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Somerville Theatre 
The Slutcracker 
8 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|December 12
Central Library
Drop-in Knitting/Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Central Hill Parking Public Meeting 
6 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|December 13
East Branch Library
Drop In Craft Night 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Yoga at the Library 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Hypnosis for Stress Reduction and 
Weight Loss 
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
Making a Mystery 
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with problems 
with money and debt. 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.|89 College Ave (Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|December 15
Central Library
Free Yoga for Beginners 
12 p.m.-3:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Winters Farmers Market
9 a.m.-1 p.m.|Arts at the Armory|191 
Highland Ave

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets meet 
weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-48 
Holland St

Sunday|December 16
Central Library
Critique Group 
2 p.m.-4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in basement

Monday|December 17
Central Library
Creative Drama Workshop with 
Laurie! 
4 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Somerville Stands Together Coalition 
Meeting 
4 p.m.-6 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Tuesday|December 18
Central Library
Learn English at the Library 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Company
Books & Brews Book Club 
6:15 p.m.-7:15 p.m.

Wednesday|December 19
Central Library
Drop-in Knitting/Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Record a Holiday Greeting with the 
Somerville Media Center! 
5 p.m.-6 p.m. 
A Very Merry Movie Night 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Mystery Book Group 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES

Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 

Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway 
(East Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2335 Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
617- 666-5223

Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street 
(between Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851

ONGOING PROGRAMS

Free Smoke Alarm/Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Very 
limited amount available This program is a first come 
first serve basis. This is funded through the Senior Safe 
Program and services will be provided until the grant 
is exhausted. - If you have any questions or need an 
application please call Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2321.

Join the SCOA’s email group: The email group is for 
Somerville Council on Aging Seniors and / or Care-
givers who are interested in the latest information on 
resources, events, programming, etc…in and around 
the Somerville area. Use the link https://groups.google.
com/group/somerville-council-on-aging - If you have 
any questions or need help joining please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov 

Silver Alert Program: The Somerville Council on Aging 
with the Somerville Police Department have implement-
ed a program to take a proactive approach towards 
protecting some of Somerville’s most vulnerable citizens 
who suffer with serious cognitive impairments that put 
them at risk for wandering and getting lost. The Silver 
Alert Program is designed to collect specific information 
about a potential missing person, along with photo 
identification. This confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event a loved one is 
reported missing. Please contact the SCOA at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 for additional information or to register. 

Free Groceries Every Month?: You may be eligible for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program! CSFP is a 
once a month food distribution for individuals 60 years 
of age or older. You may be eligible to receive two free 
bags of food once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products. Proof of identity and age are all that is 
required to apply. Must apply beforehand. Pick up at the 
Ralph & Jenny Center, 9 New Washington Street on the 
4th Thursday of every month unless otherwise specified. 
For more information or to apply please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 – applications are available at the front 
desk of our Holland Street Center.

Friendly Caller Program: Do you know someone who 
could benefit from a friendly call? Maybe you are feeling 
isolated and want someone to talk to – or you just want 
someone to listen. Please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 
ext. 2317 to sign up for our “Friendly Caller” Program.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Country Western Line Dancing – The 1st & 3rd 
Thursday of each month at our Holland Street Center. 
$3 per class – no experience needed. For additional in-
formation, questions or to reserve your spot call Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Healthy Steps – Thursdays starting January 3 from 
12:45 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center 
located at 9 New Washington Street. Healthy Steps is 
a therapeutic, gentle, movement class for anyone who 
needs to get moving, particularly anyone recovering 
from surgery, frail elders or those living with chronic fa-
tigue or arthritis. Class is free. For additional information 
or questions to call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Illumination of Lights Tour – Saturday, December 15, 
$8. Hop on the trolley and be amazed at the Holiday 

Lights in Somerville. Limited seating – check in is 4:15 
p.m. at the High School Concourse. For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your spot please contact 
Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Christmas Crafts – Wednesday, December 19 from 9:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located 
at 9 New Washington Street. Lunch and Bingo to follow.  
For additional information, questions or to reserve your 
spot please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Blood Pressure Screening – Cross Street Center located 
at 165 Broadway. Scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of 
each month:  December 13. If you require additional 
information please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Blood Pressure Screening – Holland Street Center 
located at 167 Holland Street. Scheduled for the 1st 
Thursday of each month: December 6. If you require ad-
ditional info please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

Blood Pressure Screening – Ralph & Jenny Center 
located at 1 New Washington Street. Scheduled for 
the 3rd Thursday of each month: December 20. If you 
require additional information please contact Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

LGBTQ EVENTS

LBT Women Fit-4-Life - Fitness Class is Thursday eve-
nings starting at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - scholar-
ships available & it just might be covered under your 
insurance. We have available slots and would love to 
have you. If you have any questions or require addi-
tional info, please contact our Health & Wellness Coor-
dinator, Chris Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

LGBTQ Lunch – Come, relax, enjoy lunch and talk with 
your peers. Last lunch date for 2018 is December 12.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHEDULE 
(Please cut out and save)

Monday:

Keep Moving Walking Club** - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Tai Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Tuesday: 

Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. (H) 
$3 per class (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)  
Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 

Wednesdays: 

Fit-4-Life Group A (exercise) - 9:00 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B (nutrition) - 9 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B (exercise) - 10:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C (nutrition) - noon (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H)  
Zumba 4 All - 5:15 p.m. - $3/class (H)

Thursdays: 

Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:15 a.m. (C)  
LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays:

Fit-4-Life Group A - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group A (nutrition) 10:00 a.m. (H)

Adventure Group – Please call for details

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group self-facili-
tates. Group members choose both fiction and non-fic-
tion titles on a quarterly basis. Books are available on 
reserve at the Central Branch of the Somerville Library. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call Ashley at 

617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

Conversations of the Heart – Meets bi-monthly 
on Mondays from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. at our Holland 
Street Center. Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates 
this group. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Current Events Group – Meets every Thursday at 9:30 
a.m. Our Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group.  Join a group of your peers to discuss current 
events.  If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group - If you have concerns 
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This 
closed group meets both in spring and fall for 6-8 
weeks. This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim 
and Marina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, 
have any questions or require additional information 
please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Low Vision Support Group – Meets the second Tues-
day of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Our 
Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Do 
you know someone who has trouble seeing? Do you 
have low vision? Join our Low Vision Support Group for 
educational and informative information and peer sup-
port in a confidential environment. Lunch and transpor-
tation may be available on request. If you are interested 
in joining, have any questions or require additional in-
formation please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

Memory Café – Meets the 2nd Thursday of every 
month from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Mt. Vernon. 
Our Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group.  
A welcoming place for people with forgetfulness and 
their family and friends to share a meal and create new 
memories. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Ashley at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Coffee & Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Maureen 
Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy Francis, Cross 
Street Center Volunteer, work together to facilitate this 
group. Come meet people from all over the world and 
join in the discussion of a different topic every day. Con-
versation is followed by the Fit-4-Life exercise program 
and then lunch. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Arts & Crafts – Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
each month starting January 11th - from 1:00 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Join us in a relaxing atmosphere as we 
learn about a wide range of arts & crafts from weav-
ing to watercolor pencils. Maureen Bastardi, Program 
Coordinator facilitates this group. Must call a week in 
advance if you plan on attending. This is necessary to 
ensure we have enough material for everyone. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Maureen at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335.

Social Service Drop In – The 3rd Thursday of every 
month Social Workers, Ashley Speliotis and Natasha 
Naim will be taking turns and having a Drop-in Social 
Service hour from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Cross 
Street Center. They will be available to address any of 
your Social Service needs. If you need additional info 
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Game Hour – Every Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m. 
at our Cross Street Center. Join us for lunch and activi-
ties. Immediately following lunch we will have a “Game 
Hour.” Yahtzee, Sorry, Jenga, Cards, Scrabble, Check-
ers, Clue, Qwirkle, Dominoes, Uno & Connect 4 are 
available to play. Community Cooks provides us with a 
family style lunch on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays and Food 
Services provides us with lunch on the off days. If you 
are interested in joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Maureen at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335.

RALPH & JENNY GROUP INFORMATION

Knitting Blankets – Every Tuesday & Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Join us as we knit blankets for 
babies. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Judy at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300
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To advertise in
The

Somerville
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call
Bobbie Toner
617-666-4010

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

2 satellites decided to get married. The wedding
was nice but the reception was incredible.

Seeking guests for 
'Let’s Talk about Race'

Charlottesville, Ferguson, the White House. Talking about race has never been 
so fraught, painful, and critical.

In November 2017, Somerville resident Diane Wong began producing a live 
radio broadcast at Somerville Media Center called Let’s Talk about Race, invit-
ing folks from a variety of demographics to engage in challenging conversations 
about race and ethnicity in the age of Trump. Through the art of intentional di-
alogue, LTAR has facilitated discussion on colorism, interracial relations, police 
brutality, and more – providing new perspectives in a time where talking about 
race is more important than ever. 

In preparation for an upcoming symposium and podcast series focused on race 
right here in Somerville, we’d like to invite Somerville residents who are willing 
to step up and engage in this topic – whether you are a student, a teacher, a 
recent transplant, a long time Villen, or anyone else – to come in and have cou-
rageous conversations about race on our weekly show, which airs live on Boston 
Free Radio on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. There are no right or wrong 
answers, just a willingness to think deeply and talk about race from your own 
perspective – and we want to hear from you!

We are currently booking Thursday nights for December and January. In the 
meantime, check out Let’s Talk About Race at https://www.mixcloud.com/di-
ane-wong or by listening live on bostonfreeradio.com.

Boston newspaper office, the Boston 
Gazette. For the rest of his life, he kept 
secret the list of the participants in that 
raid on those three India Tea ships.

The British ships that were raided flew 
the Union Flag, which represented the 
East India Tea Company’s interests in 
the thirteen colonies. On the other hand, 
beginning on Somerville’s Prospect Hill 
and during the early years of the Revo-
lutionary War, the Patriots viewed the 
thirteen-striped, Grand Union Flag as 
America’s break from England. They 
protested taxation without representa-
tion ... and won!

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 8

Axe throwing bar debuts in 
Somerville   CONT. FROM PG 1

requires closed toed shoes, a valid 21+ 
ID and a waiver. After that an Urban 
Axes coach teaches patrons about 
safety and technique. The coach su-
pervises patrons for the duration of 
their visit. This ensures a safe experi-
ence for visitors and staff.

Currently, the liquor license at Urban 
Axes is still pending. Osgood says the pro-
cess should be complete in the next couple 
weeks. Then the bar will offer canned and 
bottled beer, wine and cocktails as well as 
cheeses, charcuterie and spreads. In the 
meantime, patrons will have to do with-
out vittles in between throws.

Urban Axes offers reservations for 
groups of 6-12 or 13-24 at $45 per per-
son for a two-and-a-half-hour session. 
Walk-ins are also welcome for groups 
of 2-5 at $25 a person for a one-hour 
session. If someone really wants to hone 
their axe throwing skills, they can pay 
$140 to join an eight-week league. The 

league follows the regulations of the Na-
tional Axe Throwing Federation.

More information about Urban Axes at 
https://urbanaxes.com/.

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 617-666-4010

and speak to the Assignment Editor
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

Place your Classified Ad in The Somerville Times today!

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE 
TOWING 24hr Response - Tax 
Deduction - Help Save Lives! 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION 866-616-6266

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE 
TOWING 24hr Response - Tax De-
duction UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION Your donation 
can help save a life! 877-654-3662

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-
1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - 
Get FAA Technician certification. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Attention Licensed Real Es-
tate Agents needed: Very busy 
Somerville based office in need 
of additional agents, no fee re-
ferrals, Sales & Rentals, Part time 
or Full Time. work from home 
online, full office back up and 
highest paid no strings commis-
sions. Call for private interview 
617 623-6600 ask for Donald.

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk 
out to the beach. 3-Bedroom 
weeks available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? If you have in-
surance, you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no cost. 
Get yours today! Call 1-800-217-
0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442

Suffering from an ADDICTION 
to Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription 
PainKillers or other DRUGS? 
There is hope! Call Today to 
speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

$$$$VIAGRA & CIALIS! 100 pills 
for $110 and guaranteed delivery 

in two weeks and money back 
guarantee. NO prescriptions 
needed. Money back guaranteed! 
1-800-943-1302.

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! Stevens Trans-
port covers all costs! 1-877-209-
1309 drive4stevens.com

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espanol

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-
799-4127.

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTERNET 
$39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.)No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! 
PLUS Ask about our Triple Play 
(TV-Voice-Internet) for $89.99/
mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) Call 1-844-
835-5117

DEALING WITH WATER DAMAGE 
requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond im-
mediately. Nationwide and 24/7. 
No Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

INVENTORS-FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE Have your prod-
uct idea developed affordably 
by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufac-
turers. Call 1-855-380-5976 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if 
you can't reach a phone! FREE 
brochure. CALL 800-457-1917

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? 
If so, you and your family may 
be entitled to a significant cash 
award. Call 800-364-0517 to learn 
more. No risk. No money out of 
pocket.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S PRE-
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home 
or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-
892-1017

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 Sell-
ing Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Founda-
tion Commendation. Therapeutic 
Jets. MicroSoothe Air Therapy 
System. Less than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. 
American Made. Call 855-400-
0439 for up to $1500. Off.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract up to 
$500.! 1-844-592-9018

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now 
for $250. OFF your stairlift pur-
chase and FREE DVD & brochure! 
1-844-286-0854

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJU-
RY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 

1-800-586-7449. Mail: 2420 N. 
St. NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar)

Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-800-508-2824

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of 
state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-511-
2181 

Lung Cancer? Asbestos expo-
sure in industrial, construction, 
manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. Call 
1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 
billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable set-
tlement monies may not require 
filing a lawsuit.

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing 
aid for just $75 down and $50 
per month! Call 800-426-4212 
and mention 88272 for a risk free 
trial! FREE SHIPPING!

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled 
To Significant Cash Award. Call 
866-428-1639 for Information. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right 
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. 
Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-800-610-4790

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MAR-
TIN. ALL BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. 
Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-855-652-9304

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you 
have Medicare coverage, call Ver-
us Healthcare to qualify for CPAP 
supplies for little or no cost in 
minutes. Home Delivery, Healthy 
Sleep Guide and More - FREE! 
Our customer care agents await 
your call. 1-844-545-9175

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-
7938

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-837-
9146

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently 

being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-626-2213 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/classified

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. Lo-
cal Attorneys Nationwide 1-855-
498-6323 [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Channels! 
ONLY $45/month (for 24 mos.) 
Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Ticket 
FREE! CALL 1-855-781-1565 Ask 
Us How To Bundle & Save!

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Start-
ing at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. 
Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-844-374-
0013

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-844-
722-7993

Start Saving BIG On Medi-
cations! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 
Medications Available! Prescrip-
tions Req'd. Pharmacy Checker 
Approved. CALL Today for Your 
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Makes a great Holiday gift! SAVE 
75% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers! 
Order The Family Gourmet Feast 
- ONLY $49.99. Call 1-855-349-
0656 mention code 55586TJC or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/
love13

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS** Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call 
now for $250 OFF your stairlift 
purchase and FREE DVD & bro-
chure! 1-855-388-6710

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE Have your prod-
uct idea developed affordably 
by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufac-
turers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-866-293-9702 Call Now!

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-912-4745

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company 
for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 pro-
cedures.888-623-3036 or http://

www.dental50plus.com/58 

Craftmatic Adjustable Beds for 
less! Up to 50% Off Leading 
Competitors. #1 Rated Adjustable 
Bed. Trusted Over 40 Years. All 
Mattress Types Available. Shop 
by Phone and SAVE! CALL 1-866-
425-2975

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advi-
sors help find solutions to your 
unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call 855-741-7459

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and New-
er. Nationwide Free Pick Up! Call 
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply 1-800-
718-1593

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! 
Why wait? Call now: 866-951-
7214

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-534-
6198

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capa-
ble of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 877-929-9587

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. 
Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-877-338-2315

WANTED TO BUY

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for 
INSTANT offer: 1-888-417-9150

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

__________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or 
give the client your checking, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regardless 
of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal 
to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not reach 
Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, December 12

12:00am  	   Free Speech TV
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Esoteric Science
7:30am   	  DW In Good Shape
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   DW Global 3000
9:30am   	  Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am 	    Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am  	   Somerville Storytellers
11:00am   	  LIVE - Fallon’s Daily Roast
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm  	   Health is Wealth
1:30pm  	   Art Seen at SMC
2:00pm  	   Science 360
3:00pm    	         Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm   	  Speak Up! Somerville
4:30pm     	          The Literati Scene
5:00pm  	   Hello Neighbor
5:30pm   	  Women2Women Today
6:00pm   	  Speak Up! Somerville
6:30pm  	   Off the Shelf
7:00pm    	         Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
8:00pm   	  LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm    	          Speak Up! Somerville
9:00pm    	         Boston Come Through
10:00pm  	  LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm  	   Flotilla

Thursday, December 13
12:00am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am   	  Free Speech TV
6:00am  	   SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am    	          DW Focus on Europe
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am    	          Hello Neighbor
10:00am  	   Legacies
10:30am    	        Somerville Pundits
11:00am    	 Teen Empowerment
11:30am    	        Art & Ideas
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm  	   The Somerville Line
3:00pm  	    Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm 	    Hello Neighbor!
4:30pm   	  The Struggle
5:00pm    	 Words on Film with Dan Burke
6:00pm  	   Community Lens
6:30pm    	 Somerville Pundits

7:00pm   	  LIVE - The Boston Medium
8:00pm   	  Startup TV Boston
9:00pm  	   The Beantown Beatdown
10:00pm  	   The Chatman Booth
10:30pm   	        TUTV
11:00pm     	     DIWHY The show

Friday, December 14
12:00am  	   Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am   	  SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am  	    Free Speech TV
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   Esoteric Science
9:30am  	   Cambridge Calendar
10:00am  	   NASA TV
11:00am   	  SOM ARTS
11:30am  	   DW Tomorrow Today
12:00pm  	  The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm   	  The Yellow Jacket Lady
1:30pm  	   Speak Up! Somerville
2:00pm   	  The Kamla Show
2:30pm   	   SMC Youth Media
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   Gay USA
5:00pm  	   The Chatman Booth
5:30pm  	   What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm  	   LIVE - Fallon's Daily Toast
7:00pm  	   SOM ARTS
7:30pm      	       Art Seen at SMC
8:00pm   	  The Grandstanders
8:30pm    	       Greater Somerville
9:00pm    	        The Boston Medium
10:00pm  	        Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm    	      Totally Working Out

Saturday, December 15
12:00am  	   DIWHY The Show
1:00am    	 Boston Come Through
2:00am  	   Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am   	   Free Speech TV
5:00am   	  Effort Pour Christ
6:00am   	  SCATV Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Road to Recovery
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   SMC Youth Media
9:30am   	  Somerville Storytellers
10:00am  	   Dead Air Live
11:00am     	      Haitian Poetry in 3 Languages
12:00pm    	  TeleGalaxie 

1:00pm      	     Tele Magazine
2:00pm      	       The Beantown Beatdown
3:00pm     	        Democracy Now!
4:00pm   	  New England Pride TV
4:30pm  	   What's New Massachusetts?
5:00pm   	  Reeling Review
5:30pm     	        Both Sides of the Bars
6:00pm     	      The World Fusion Show
6:30pm     	        The Literati Scene
7:00pm     	       Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
7:30pm    	       SOM ARTS
8:00pm   	      Special SCATV Programming
8:30pm   	        Henry Parker Presents
9:00pm   	  Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm     	       DIWHY The Show
11:00pm      	      SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm    	      TUTV

Sunday, December 16
12:00am     	      Flotilla
1:00am     	       SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am  	   SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am     	         Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
3:00am     	         Free Speech TV
6:00am      	       Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am   	  Effort Pour Christ
9:00am   	  Tele Kreyol
10:00am 	    Evangelista Camillo Fodera
11:00am  	   The Chef’s Table Series
12:00pm   	  Gentle Belly Dancing
1:00pm  	            Off the Shelf
1:30pm   	  DW Conflict Zone
2:00pm   	  Startup TV Boston
3:00pm  	   African Television Network
4:00pm  	   Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm   	  Gay USA
6:00pm   	   The Grandstanders 
6:30pm   	   Teen Empowerment
7:00pm  	   Cinema Somerville
8:30pm    	          Somerville Neighborhood News
9:00pm     	        Tele Magazine
10:00pm    	        The Boston Medium 
11:00pm  	   Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm   	         SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, December 17
12:00am 	    Free Speech TV
5:00am  	   Evangelista Camillo Fodera
6:00am  	   Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   Perils for Pedestrians
7:30am  	   Going Postal

8:00am   	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am   	  The Stephanie Miller Show
10:00am  	   Both Sides of the Bars
10:30am   	  SOM Arts
11:00am  	   Art Seen at SMC
11:30am  	   DW Conflict Zone
12:00pm   	 The Thom Hartman Show (Free Speech TV)
1:00pm   	  The Kamla Show
1:30pm  	   DW Global 3000
2:00pm  	   NASA TV Silicon Valley Live
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   DW Euromaxx
4:30pm  	   Legacies
5:00pm  	   TeleGalaxie
6:00pm   	  Going Postal
6:30pm  	   The Last Sip
7:00pm  	   LIVE - The Yellow Jacket Lady
7:30pm  	   Henry Parker Presents
8:00pm   	  LIVE - Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm  	   Dedillhando au Saudade
10:00pm  	   Duck Village Stage Sessions
11:00pm    	 Boston Come Through

Tuesday, December 18
12:00am  	   Free Speech TV
6:00am  	   Community Bulletin Board
7:00am  	   DW Euromaxx
7:30am  	   Esoteric Science
8:00am   	  Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am  	   The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am  	   Road to Recovery
11:00am  	   Graphic Content
11:30am  	   DW In Good Shape
12:00pm  	   The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm   	  Words on Film with Dan Burke
2:00pm 	    Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm  	   Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm  	   SMC Youth Media
4:30pm  	   Henry Parker Presents
5:00pm  	   LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm   	  What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm   	  Community Lens
6:30pm   	  Art & Ideas
7:00pm   	  Art Seen at SMC
7:30pm  	   LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm  	   LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm   	  The Somerville Line
10:00pm  	   TUTV
10:30pm  	   Public Access Boyz
11:00pm   	   Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm  	  Ojo Rojo

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 

Wednesday, December 12

8:30am	 Middlesex County Update
9:00am	 Aldermen at Work - JT Scott
9:30am	 Somerville Climate Forward
10:08am	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018
11:30am	SomerViva em Português - November 2018
12:00pm	 Conway Park Info Session - 12.5.18
1:00pm	 BOA - Special Meeting - 11.29.18
2:46pm	 Milk Row Cemetery Veterans Day Ceremony
6:30pm	 Paul Revere Statue Unveiling
6:37pm	 Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
6:54pm	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018
7:00pm	 BOA-Finance Committee

Thursday, December 13
12:00am	 School Committee Meeting - 12.3.18
1:51am	 Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards
8:30am	 Fit-4-Life #3 2017
9:00am	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
10:00am	 Somerville Climate Forward
11:30am	 BOA - Land Use Committee
4:00pm	 Upcoming Meeting Agenda
7:00pm	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - LIVE

Friday, December 14
12:00am	 Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
12:28am	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018

12:30am	 Somerville Veterans' Memorial Parade
1:30am	 Somerville Climate Forward
2:08am	 Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
2:30am	 Immigration Health Fair
8:30am	 Conway Park Info Session - 12.5.18
9:30am	 Somerville Climate Forward
10:30am	SomerViva em Português - November 2018
11:30am	 BOA-Finance Committee
3:30pm	 Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards
6:30pm	 Somerville Veterans' Memorial Parade
7:30pm	 Conway Park Info Session - 12.5.18
8:30pm	 The Yankee Division in the Meuse-Argonne 
	 Offensive at The Somerville Museum
9:25pm	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018
9:30pm	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
11:00pm	 Somerville Climate Forward

Saturday, December 15
12:00am	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
1:00am	 Somerville Veterans' Memorial Parade
2:00am	 Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards
8:30am	 Union Gulf: 1947-2017 Photo Exhibit
8:39am	 Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
9:00am	 Parking Changes on Central Hill Meeting
11:30am	 Somerville Menorah Lighting - 2018
11:45am	 Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18

1:30pm	 BOA-Finance Committee
6:30pm	 Somerville Menorah Lighting - 2018
6:45pm	 Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
8:30pm	 SomerViva em Português - November 2018
9:00pm	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
10:00pm	 Conway Park Info Session - 12.5.18
11:00pm	 Somerville Climate Forward

Sunday, December 16
12:00am	 Somerville Menorah Lighting - 2018
12:15am	 School Committee Meeting - 12.3.18
2:06am	 Raising Families "Special Needs Education"
2:34am	 Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
8:30am	 Sit & Be Fit Fibromyalgia Workout
8:57am	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018
9:00am	 Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards
11:30am	 Parking Changes on Central Hill Meeting
1:00pm	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
2:00pm	 Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
3:30pm	 BOA - Special Meeting - 11.29.18
6:30pm	 Somerville Menorah Lighting - 2018
6:45pm	 Transgender Day of Remembrance
7:00pm	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
8:00pm	 SomerViva em Português - November 2018
8:30pm	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 12.13.18

Monday, December 17

12:00am	 Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
2:00am	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
2:55am	 Paul Revere Statue Unveiling
8:30am	 Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan
8:57am	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018
9:00am	 Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards
11:30am	SomerViva em Português - November 2018
12:00pm	 Board of Aldermen Meeting - 12.13.18
7:00pm	 School Committee Meeting - LIVE

Tuesday, December 18
12:00am	 Union Gulf: 1947-2017 Photo Exhibit
12:09am	 Talking Business "Sweet & Nutty"
12:27am	 Even Side Season PSA - 2018
12:30am	 Somerville Climate Forward
1:08am	 City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa
2:08am	 BOA - Special Meeting - 11.29.18
8:30am	 Fit-4-Life #4 2017
9:00am	 Somerville Climate Forward
10:00am	 Paul Revere Statue Unveiling
11:30am	 Immigration Info Session - 12.9.18
1:00pm	 BOA-Finance Committee
8:30pm	 School Committee Meeting - 12.17.18

Wednesday, December 19
12:00am	 Conway Park Info Session - 12.5.18
1:00am	 BOA-Legislative Matters Committee

Wednesday, December 12

9:00am	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
10:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
12:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
12:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
1:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
1:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - ESCS
2:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS
5:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
6:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
8:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
8:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
9:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
9:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - ESCS
10:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS

Thursday, December 13
12:30am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
9:00am	 2018 SHS Fall Sports Rally
10:00am	 SHS Football vs CRLS
12:30pm	 SHS Football vs N. Reading
3:00pm	 SHS Football vs Beverly
5:05pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Beverly
6:30pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
7:00pm	 2018 SHS Fall Sports Rally

8:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS
10:30pm	 SHS Football vs N. Reading

Friday, December 14
9:00am	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
10:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
12:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
12:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
1:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - ESCS
1:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
2:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
2:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
3:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
4:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
7:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
10:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical

Saturday, December 15
12:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
2:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
9:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
11:00am	 ESCS Winter Concert
12:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
2:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
3:00pm	 2018 SHS Fall Sports Rally
4:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS

7:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
9:00pm	 ESCS Winter Concert
10:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical

Sunday, December 16
12:00am	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
1:00am	 2018 SHS Fall Sports Rally
2:00am	 SHS Football vs CRLS
9:00am	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
9:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
10:00am	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
10:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
11:00am	 Student of the Qtr. - ESCS
11:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
12:00pm	 ESCS Winter Concert
1:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
3:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
5:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
5:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
6:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
6:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
7:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - ESCS
7:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
8:00pm	 ESCS Winter Concert
9:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen

11:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical

Monday, December 17
12:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
2:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
9:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
11:00am	 ESCS Winter Concert
12:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
2:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
3:00pm	 2018 SHS Fall Sports Rally
4:00pm	 SHS Football vs CRLS
7:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball v Lynn English

Tuesday, December 18
9:00am	 ESCS Winter Concert
10:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
11:00am	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
12:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball v Lynn English
2:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
3:00pm	 ESCS Winter Concert
4:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball vs Methuen
5:00pm	 SHS Boys Basketball v Lynn Classical
6:00pm	 SHS Girls Basketball v Lynn English
8:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City - Early Education
9:00pm	 SHS Hockey vs Lynn English
12:00am	 SHS Girls Basketball v Lynn English
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

Lyrical
SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

Quit This Job And Become A Poet (Out of Spite)
By Georgia Park
October 2018
Free Verse Revolution Publishing

Review by Timothy Gager

There’s something wrong with you if these poems 
don’t speak to you. If they don’t speak to you it means 
you are not vulnerable. It means you are uncomfort-
able when someone is completely honest with you. 
It means someone sitting next to you on an airplane 
who is about to tell you the most incredible story 
you’ve heard in your life and is silenced because you 
are too busy to listen.

Truth is, you are not too busy, but you don’t want 
to listen to the person next to you in the airplane 
because you are too busy pretending to read the in-
flight magazine. You’re an unlucky sap who flips pag-
es about the Taquerias in Atlanta, that you will nev-
er eat or speak about. It’s too bad because you have 
passed on some real life.

Georgia Park’s poems will speak to you admire peo-
ple who take social risks. If you think the world’s nor-
mal is your normal, and you know that your normal 
isn’t at all what society says is normal … but basically 
you don’t give a hoot. If you are that kind of creative, 
sensitive person, you will love Quit This Job And Be-
come A Poet (Out of Spite).

In this book, the poet, Georgia Park, does a remark-
able thing. Her poems expose the inner-editor she 
has in her head regarding the risks in life, yet seems 
to shut down the inner-editor having to do with the 
poetry. In other words, the work all hangs out. This 
is a gift that Park has which allows amazing lines or 
phrases to appear like magic out of nowhere.

I want someone as close as
family
to kiss my eyelids while I’m
sleeping
and make a cross on my chest
even if it’s just my little dog
slobbering
who still smells vaguely of
kimchi

(from the poem Helicopter Tail)

This talent also allows her to stick the closings of 
her poems like a gymnast ending an outstanding rou-
tine. Many of these poems close strongly.

In Quit This Job And Become A Poet (Out of 
Spite), Park writes her truth about being a poet, 
going to events, making a life of it. While doing 
this, she is naked within her work, with the atti-
tude of “so what if I’m naked,” which is a necessary 
attitude and swagger of a poet announcing them-
selves into the tricky world of poetry and or poetry 
groups. Again and again, we are treated to these 
unblinking words, as if, we are forced into a staring 
contest and we, the reader, will be the one who end 
up blinking. Yet it is the poet who has blinked a 
few hundred times, but it’s too late, you have al-
ready lost the contest, the poet is braver that you 
are – but as a reader of poetry you are the winner. 
It is something to admire. In the poem Talk Show 
Host the reality of no longer working is reflected 
upon, with humor and desperation.

I am sleeping
far too often
I won’t go out
because I can’t
pay for me
and I can’t feign interest
any longer
unless you’re a
talk show host
or a future
employer
don’t bother

Certainly if Park quit her job to become a poet you 
certainly understand it, and understand how it can 
be out of spite. The working world can be such bull-
shit, but so can the poetry world, which offers other 
various challenges. The poem Molotov Cocktail rings 
true in this regard:

Molotov Cocktail

I haven’t heard back
from the guy who said
he’d make me famous
except to ask for a blowjob
of epic proportions
which I won’t give
and the texts
keep rolling in
I start to think
it’s not such a bad thing
if no one ever knows
who I am
I’m going to bury
my manuscript
in a garden
and see if I can grow
my own little
Molotov cocktails

it’s better than ending up
in the garbage
with the scrap metal
and home furnishings
of this life
I thought I could live

This book of poetry is a good read, one I enjoyed, 
and would recommend to poets, readers, and even 
those who might be stuck working out in the world 
as dogs being eaten by other dogs.

Lawrence Kessenich won the 2010 
Strokestown International Poetry Prize. His 
poetry has been widely published, including 
in the Sewanee Review, and Poetry Ireland. His 
chapbook was published by Pudding House 
Publications in 2008. In 2012, his poem Un-
derground Jesus was nominated for a Pushcart 
Prize. Kessenich has also published essays, one of which was 
featured on NPR's This I Believe in 2010 and appears in the 
anthology This I Believe: On Love. A number of his plays have 
been produced. He is the author of the novel Cinnamon Girl. He 
is a Somerville Bagel Bard.

Portrait of a Woman with Red Hair
For Bridget

She was the first dead person

I had ever seen. I was a little girl,

holding my brother’s hand on the way

to school. And suddenly there she was,

lying on gray pavement, startling red hair 

spread out like a magnificent cape. At first 

I thought she was asleep, the people around 

trying to wake her. Later I asked my brother, 

“Was she dead?” And he said, “Yes.”

I am a painter now and it’s her hair 

I can’t forget, red hair flowing 

from her head, a bloody halo around

a dead white face. You’d think I’d paint her, 

but composing a portrait requires 

objectivity, and her image 

still unnerves me. She was young. 

She was beautiful. She was the first

dead person I had ever seen.

Painting her would be like resurrecting

a nightmare, without my brother’s hand

to lead me past it, his voice to reassure me

that the dead can’t harm us. Now, I have seen

so many people dead, am not so far

from death, myself. Now, I know death

waits around a corner for me, as it waited

for her. On bad nights I see my hennaed hair

splayed like blood on the street.

— Lawrence Kessenich

'Quit This Job And Become 
A Poet (Out of Spite)'

By Georgia Park

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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