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Residents updated on parking fine 
increases, street modifications

'Faith in a City' explored at
the Somerville Museum

By Adam Parise

Last Thursday, November 14, Somerville res-
idents gathered at the Tufts Administration 
Building for a public meeting of the Traffic 
Commission to be updated on and discuss pro-
posed parking fine increases and alterations to 
certain city streets.

Various options violations regarding different 
parking situations in the city of Somerville were 
proposed at the meeting. Overtime parking, 
which currently incurs a $25 fine is proposed to 
be increased to $50.

Another set of violations include parking for 
over 48 hours, parking in a taxi stand, parking 
in a restricted zone, parking in the high school 
concourse, commercial overnight parking, park-
ing in the wrong direction, parking on the side-
walk, parking in a loading delivery zone, parking 
more than one foot from the 

"Faith in a City" is a project exploring religion in 
Somerville through music, photography, inter-
views and history as a way of better understand-
ing our community. The focus is how religion is 
meaningful to people across the City. The proj-
ect includes concerts, talks, panel discussions 
and an exhibit. "Faith in a City" includes some 
congregations near Somerville where local resi-
dents go to worship. The focus is how religion is 
meaningful to people across the city.

Upcoming events include:
Faith in a City: talking about religion (panel 
discussion)
Thursday, November 21, 6:30 p.m., Somerville 
Museum, $10 admission, Museum members 
free.

How can we talk about religion with our 
neighbors, friends or children (and should we 
do so)? How can we learn more about the re-
ligions of people across our community? How 
can we start a dialogue with someone who holds 
different beliefs than our

Continued on page 4

The "Faith in a City: Exploring Religion in Somerville, MA" exhibit opening took place on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17 at the Somerville Museum.

The City of Somerville Traffic Commission recently held a public meeting to updated and conduct a dialog 
with residents about parking fine increases and changes to various city streets.           — Photo by Adam Parise

Continued on page 12

The folks at
St. James Episcopal Church, Teele Square - Somerville

invite you to our

 FREE! SOUP OF THE MONTH CLUB
What: A monthly, light dinner of homemade soups

Where: 1170 Broadway (enter through the courtyard door on Clarendon)

When: 6:00 PM, Wednesday, NOVEMBER 20, 2019

How much: Nothing! This is a community service to our neighbors

PLUS: A chance to win a door prize (no entry fee!) of a STOP&SHOP gift 
card—$30, $20, or $10

Join us. It’s free AND fun!
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Graduates from St. Clement’s High School Class of 1969 
will be holding their 50th reunion on Saturday, November 
30, from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn on Washington 
St. As they did last year, they want to invite their friends from 
the classes of 1968 and 1970 to celebrate with them. The plan 
is to have a very casual atmosphere to rekindle relationships, 
recall memories, and have a great time; informal, come when 
you can, and stay for as long as you’d like. A cash bar will be 
available and hors d’oeuvres will be provided. Please feel free 
to bring along family members and/or guests. The more the 
merrier! The suggested contribution for the reunion is $15. For 
more info, go to their Faceboook page: https://www.facebook.
com/events/451601158816359/  

**********************
The city's recent response to the Condominium Conversion 
Ordinance flyer that was distributed by the Somerville Prop-
erty Owners Coalition has stirred up dust on both sides of the 
issue. Some feel that the ordinance is fair and just what the city 
needs, while others think it over-reaches and puts too many 
restrictions on property owners. What do you think?

**********************
The Conway Park meeting previously announced for to-
night, November 20, has been rescheduled. Mayor Joseph 
A. Curtatone, Ward 2 Councilor J.T. Scott, and the city’s 
Public Space and Urban Forestry Division invite the com-
munity to discuss site remediation at Conway Park as well as 
its future design at a community meeting now scheduled for 
Monday, December 16. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Public Safety Building, 220 Washington Street. City 
staff will be joined by consultants from Weston Sampson 
Associates, who have been developing the site remediation 
plan in partnership with the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. For more information on Conway Park 
remediation and to sign up for project alerts, please visit 
www.somervillema.gov/conwayfield. Continued on page 11

699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144
news@thesomervilletimes.com
www.thesomervilletimes.com

617-666-4010 • Fax: 617-628-0422

Publisher – Somerset Valley Publishing Inc.
Editor – Jim Clark

Assignment Editor – Bobbie Toner

Advertising Director – Bobbie Toner

Arts Editor – Doug Holder

Writers: Jim Clark, Denise Keniston,
Jackson Ellison, Michael LoPilato, Marshall Collins

Contributors: Jimmy Del Ponte, Dorothy Dimarzo,
Blake Maddux, Bob Doherty, Ross Blouin

Photographer: Claudia Ferro

© 2019 The Somerville Times except where noted. All rights reserved.

The Somerville Times is published every Wednesday
A proud member of the following newspaper organizations:

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Escape from Somerville

A Moore says:

The infamous clicker. I remember it well when my father picked his up and placed it to his ear and 
kept saying hello.

Paul Foley says:

I grew up there, live in Marblehead now. I came to Somerville last night went to Davis Square , 
I drove around for several minutes but couldn’t find a parking space. So, I tried Porter Square , 
the same result no spaces open. It’s too crowded and the real estate prices and property taxes are 
through the roof. I love to visit , but no thanks on permanent return.

Old Taxpayer says:

You were supposed to bike here as the city does not want cars here. They have made that clear.

Response to: City seeks emergency response plan for water 
contamination

Ted L says:

Nothing short of massive flood gates on the Mystic will do.
The comfortably re-elected (groan) City Council continues to specialize in shooting the breeze.

BMac says:

Be interesting to see what the city could do when all our water comes from halfway across 
the state.
http://www.mwra.com/annual/waterreport/2018results/metro/somerville.pdf

Response to: Somerville declares CHA Cares Day

Kevin J. says:

If only the actions of CHA showed that they do care.

Julie the Jarhead says:

You took the words out of my mouth, Kevin J.!
All the feel-good awards won’t keep the Somerville Hospital Emergency Services open.

Response to: Somerville Accessibility Forum, November 12

huh? says:

Wow. There are now 3 separate entities within the city needed to determine how best to make 
the city accessible? How much is the city paying for these 3 groups who on their own cannot 
determine what is needed for accessibility? It seems that every week the city is announcing a new 
position, department, commission, etc.

A Moore says:

With three now helping with making things accessible maybe that’s why things are not. I had 
been trying to get parking back to the new building on Broadway and Temple as the handicapped 
can no longer go there as their parking has been taken over for bike use. Seems the logic here is 
backwards. Maybe we need four now and have one overlook the others? Being less mobile now one 
gets to notice these things.

Response to: 2019 Somerville Heroes Salute

Steve Keenan says:

Congratulations and thanks to these fine Military Veterans and the Police Officers and Firefight-
ers. They serve our country and our communities in a most notable way.
Special congratulations to Lieutenant Mike Marino. Mike is a nice guy and a dedicated public 
servant. I salute all of you!

Response to: This week in Somerville Neighborhood News

Joseph Gaglione says:

How dare someone else steal a workers money other than one of the most corrupt local govern-
ments in Massachusetts

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments

@somervilletimes www.facebook.com/
thesomervilletimes

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.



Today bicycles are 
everywhere. They’re 
beside us, behind us, 
in front of us, and 
amongst us every-
where we go, even 
on the sidewalks. Bi-
cycles have become 

a very serious, popular and scary mode of 
transportation. But when I was a kid in 
the 60’s and 70’s, bicycles were just plain 
fun. If anyone over 25 rode a bike back 
then they were probably called hippies.

Growing up in 60's Somerville, a bicycle 
was a very prized possession. Every kid got 
one sooner or later. It was a rite of youth. 
From our first tricycle to when the training 
wheels came off, we were off and rolling.

My brother and sister and I had older 
cousins who gave us their old bikes and 
we were so happy to get them. But one 
Christmas my parents went all out and 
bought us three brand new bikes from 
Sears. They had a light and a horn built 
in. It was definitely one of my fondest gifts 
ever. I can still see those three new shiny 
bikes in the cellar near the furnace. We had 
to lock them down the cellar every night.

A friend shares this: "When Ace was in 
Ball Square circa 1965, my brother Gary 
and I got new twin Gold metallic Ra-
leighs. We had them about two weeks be-
fore they were stolen on a shopping trip 
to Porter Sq.” You had to guard your bike 

with your life.
Years later, we would build crazy look-

ing bikes out of junk parts just for fun. It 
took a while to get used to balancing the 
big metal basket full of newspapers when 
we started delivering The Record Ameri-
can, The Globe and The Herald Traveler.

We went everywhere on our bikes. My 
dad wouldn’t allow us to leave our street 
until we got older. We snuck off anyway. 
One day when I was 11 years old, four of 
us rode our bikes to the Prudential Build-
ing in Boston. I thought every honk and 
beep was my father who I thought was 
out looking for me. He never found out.

Along with Ace Bike Shop and Park 
Sales on Somerville Ave., Abe’s Bike 
Shop was on Mass Ave. in Cambridge. 
Along with Sears, Lechmere Sales, and 
Kmart, Bradlees sold bike stuff too. We 
would customize our bikes with mirrors, 
bells, sirens, raccoon tails, and hand grip 
streamers. My favorite accessory was a 
metal flag holder that attached to the 
front fork. It held 5 flags.

Remember putting baseball cards in the 
spokes to make a motor sound? The best 
motor sound came from putting a balloon 
in the spokes but it would always pop if 
you went too fast. Around 1964 Schwinn 
introduced the Sting Ray bike. If you had 
one of those you were really cool!

Our bikes were very important to us. 
There would always be at least five or six of 
us riding around the city looking for fun.

My most memorable bike stunt was 
done on a dare around 1968 at Grants 
five and ten store in Davis Square. I rode 
my bike in the front door which was on 
Elm St. I peddled all the way through the 
store, almost knocked over a few people, 
whizzed down the aisles, down several 
steps, and out the back door on Herbert 
Street. I didn’t get bagged.

At one time you could register your bike 
at the Somerville Police station and you’d 
get a small metal license. I’m not sure of 

the years that practice was incorporated, 
but I had one.

Here’s a memory from a friend of mine: 
“Not sure about the 70s and 80s, but in 
the 60s, we went to Jimmy Welch's Garage 
(on Hudson Street behind the firehouse). 
Whatever parts you couldn't get along the 
tracks, you could usually get from Jimmy. 
For stuff like new tubes and patch kits, 
we'd go down to Somerville Ave. to Park 
Sales or over to Roach's Sporting Goods 
or Kresge's. Seems like Mickey Finn used 
to sell bike tire tubes as well.”

Our bikes were from Sears, Schwinn, 
Raleigh, Columbia, and JC Higgins. 
And then came more fancy and expen-
sive bikes like Fujis, and Motebecanes. 
The last bike I had was a nice Trek that 
was stolen out of my yard five years ago. I 
don’t mind. My bike riding days are over 
anyway. Too dangerous. Plus, I have two 
new titanium hips to get me around.
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Training wheels off
Life in the Ville  by Jimmy Del Ponte

— Photo by Ron Bargoot

...when I was a kid
in the 60’s and 70’s, 

bicycles were just 
plain fun
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By Jim Clark

A loud crash and a trail of burning rubber
Police officers inside of the 
Somerville Police Sub Station 
on Broadway heard a loud 
screeching sound and a loud 
bang that is consistent with the 
sound of a motor vehicle crash 
last Wednesday evening. This 
was followed by a screeching 
sound getting closer to their 
location.

Officers exited the building to 
see what was happening and ob-
served a large cloud of smoke a 
bit further down the street.

A man pulled his vehicle in 
front of the officers and stated 
that a gray Jeep just ran over 
a street sign and drove down 
Broadway towards the Powder-
house Rotary.

Officers drove in the direc-
tion where the Jeep fled and 
they immediately observed 
what appeared to be tire marks 

on the road. The tire marks 
started in the area where the 
accident happened and con-
tinued East on Broadway. The 
marks on the road then contin-
ued onto Lovell St.

The officers turned onto Lovell 
Street and a witness yelled, "He 
turned right and then left onto 
Packard Ave!"

As they continued to follow 
the tire marks, another witness 
ran towards their vehicle and 
stated that the Jeep just turned 
left onto Teele Ave.

When they turned onto Teele 
Ave., they followed the tire marks 
to the driveway of 8 Teele Ave. 
and in the driveway they ob-
served a Jeep with two flat tires 
on the driver's side of the vehicle.

They then observed a man, 
now known as the father of 
the suspect Shaun Lyons, 

walking out of the front door 
of his house.

The officers asked the man if 
he was driving the vehicle and 
he did not respond with a clear 
answer. He appeared to be con-
fused and asked what was going 
on. After he was informed of 
what happened he responded by 
saying, "Whatever my son dam-
aged, he can pay for it."

The officers then asked the man 
where his son was and if he is 
the owner of the vehicle. At first 
the man denied knowing where 
he was but did confirm that his 
son is the registered owner. 

The officers were informed 
that Lyons owned a firearm and 
it was uncertain if he still had ac-
cess to it. The man then walked 
inside of the house and exited 
with his son, Shaun Lyons, onto 
the sidewalk.

Police asked Lyons what hap-
pened and he reportedly stated 
that he did not know what was 
going on because he was sleeping 
the entire time. 

When Lyons made this state-
ment, the officers reportedly 
observed that his speech was 
slurred and that his eyes were 
red and glassy.

During a pat frisk an officer 
reportedly felt a hard object 
in his right pants pocket. He 
asked Lyons if it was a weapon 
or keys and he did not reply. Af-
ter pulling the object out of the 
pocket, the officers observed a 
black smart key with the word 
Jeep on the back.

The officers asked Lyons what 
happened and if he was driving. 
He then asked an officer how 
many years has he been on the 
job. He then reportedly started 

screaming that he did nothing 
and he was sleeping.

The officers detected a strong 
odor of alcohol emanating from 
Lyons, who continued to scream 
and evaded all of the officers' 
questions.

Lyons was then placed under 
arrest for reckless operation of a 
motor vehicle, leaving the scene 
of property damage, and opera-
tion of a motor vehicle under the 
influence of liquor.

Police asked Lyons' father if he 
could explain what exactly hap-
pened. He stated that he heard 
a loud screeching sound coming 
into his driveway, so he went to 
the front door and Lyons im-
mediately walked past him and 
said nothing happened and to go 
back inside of the house. At this 
point, he stated that the police 
had arrived on scene.

Arrests:

Jaime Miranda, November 
13, 4:59 p.m., arrested at Foley 
St. on a warrant charge of juror 
failure to appear.

Shaun Lyons, of 8 Teele 
Ave., November 13, 8:27 
p.m., arrested at Broadway 
on charges of reckless op-
eration of a motor vehicle, 

leaving the scene of property 
damage, and operation of a 
motor vehicle under the in-
fluence of liquor.

Anderson Rodriguez, of 45 

Seaview Terrace, New Bedford, 
November 15, 10:57 a.m., ar-
rested at Mystic Ave. on a war-
rant charge of shoplifting by 
asportation.

John Elwell, of 27 Vernon St. 
Malden, November 17, 5:05 
p.m., arrested at Assembly Row 
on a charge of larceny over 
$1200.

SOMERVILLE POLICE CRIME LOG

curb, parking in a construction 
zone, parking in a traffic is-
land and parking in a no stop-
ping zone, which all currently 
have a fine of $30 in the city of 
Somerville are proposed to be 
increased to $50.

The final set of violations that 
were discussed include parking 
within 20 inches of an intersec-
tion, parking with an unattached 
trailer and leaving less than 12 
inches in space, all invite $40 
fines in the City of Somerville 
and are proposed to increase to 
a fine of $50.

Also discussed was a request 
from the city's Engineering De-
partment to temporarily change 
Merriam St. (between Somer-
ville Ave. and Washington St.) 
into a two-way street for ap-
proximately three months, as 
the Somerville Ave. contractor 
prepares to begin excavating and 
installing new stormwater box 
culvert at that intersection.

Because the current traf-
fic configuration of Merriam 
Street is one-way southbound 
towards Somerville Ave., a pro-

posal of exiting Merriam St. 
will be restricted due to lim-
its and presence of this work 
zone. Another proposal from 
the Engineering Department is 
to temporarily remove approx-
imately 3-4 residential permit-
ted parking spaces on Merriam 
St. to facilitate two-way traffic, 
as egress onto Somerville Ave. 
will be restricted. The request 
to remove these parking spac-
es will allow for two vehicles 
to safely pass each other given 
the existing narrow roadway 
width. This request is being 
made for a duration of approx-
imately three months in con-
junction with the proposal of 
changing Merriam St. into a 
two-way street.

Another proposal by the Engi-
neering Department for Merri-
am St. is to install a Dead End 
or Not a Thru Street sign at the 
intersection of Merriam St. and 
Washington St. for a duration 
of three months in conjunction 
with the two-way street and the 
removal of the residential per-
mitted parking spaces.

Additional discussion at the 
meeting concerned the Engi-
neering Department's propos-
al to remove two residential 
parking spaces at each of the 
northern corners of Stone Ave. 
at the intersection of Columbus 
Ave., as well as three spaces on 
Columbus Ave. opposite Stone 
Ave. for a duration of approxi-
mately one month. The propos-
al is being made in this case to 
facilitate turning movements 
of emergency vehicles and fire 
apparatus during the time of 
which Stone Ave. is inaccessi-
ble from Somerville Ave. due to 
box culvert installation.

A proposal to designate or ex-
tend a total of 55 different streets 
in the Winter Hill Neighbor-
hood as 20 mph safety zones 
was also discussed. This pro-
posal will also be designated or 
extended to 15 different streets 
in the Ten Hills Neighborhood.

A request was made by the 
Somerville City Council for 
the Traffic Commission to 
co-sponsor a Public Hearing 
with the City Council Traffic 

and Parking Committee of the 
Whole on the Broadway Bus/
Bike Lanes. The date for this 
meeting has not yet been re-
leased but will be announced 
at a later time. Residents got 
to participate and voice their 
opinions on this issue. One res-
ident voiced agreement to these 
proposals and increase in fines 
because they were tired of oth-

ers blocking their driveway and 
also for parking in no parking 
zones/handicap spots. 

For more information regard-
ing these proposals and the Traf-
fic Commission's activities, resi-
dents can contact the Secretary 
of Traffic and Parking, Laura 
Accaputo, by phone at 617-666-
3311 or email at LAccaputo@
somervillema.gov.

Residents updated on parking fine increases, street modifications 
CONT. FROM PG 1



Cotton Candy House: In Winter Hill, 
Vici Kins’ “Cotton Candy House” cele-
brates the warm and welcoming, come-
one-come-all spirit of Halloween. Twen-
ty-one years ago, Vici bought a house 
and also adopted a community tradition 
which resonated with her.

For 10 years, the previous owners had 
offered fresh cotton candy from their 

front porch for neighborhood trick-or-
treaters. Like the “Pony Express”, Vici, 
and her ever-changing cast of spinners 
have delivered! (Only once, a freshly 
broken ankle stopped the show.) Her 
longtime core team of spinners, James 
and Holly Halliday, had their first date 
at the Cotton Candy House, married a 
few years later, and came to spin on their 
wedding night.

This year, on this warm, wet Hallow-
een, Vici’s son Cormac (now also 21) was 
on hand with friends from college ready 
to assist. (The team is pictured here in 
action…) Neighbors, like frequent sup-
porter Susan Moynihan, showed up 
once again to help. Like so often in the 
past, adults with small children expressed 
their fondness and appreciation for this 
tradition, which they’ve enjoyed since 
their own childhoods. It’s a feel-good 
community thing. 

The Decorators and Costume Design-
ers: All over town, people pulled up boxes 

from the basement to make their homes 
creepy. They carve the unique pumpkin 
designs (Like this one, created by Nancy 
Bernhard and her husband, that Somer-
ville neighbors particularly appreciated).

They dug through storage bins or craft-
ed into the night to put together the per-
fect costume. Here are pictures of just of 
few of the many homes where residents 
did their part to make their neighbor-
hoods exciting to explore. I even tried to 
take the advice of the Somerville Times 
to: “Join in with the kids a little. Wear a 
silly costume.” I’m pictured here with my 
young UPS delivery driver sidekick. 

Allergy Friendly: Another way peo-
ple supported an inclusive community 
on Halloween was by handing out aller-
gy-safe candy options. The Teal Pump-
kin Project was started by a food allergy 
group in Tennessee in 2012, and it has 
since spread through neighborhoods 
across the US. A teal pumpkin means 
that a house has non-food treats avail-
able, like small toys or stickers.

Maren Chiu, who has a teal pumpkin, 
hopes to spread the word: “My son has 
multiple food allergies. He loved trick or 
treating when he was younger, but I could 
see his disappointment when having to 
give up much of the unsafe candy given 
to him by well-meaning neighbors. We 
participate in the Teal Pumpkin Project 
because I want to 'exclude the food, not 
the child'. At our house, we have both a 
teal pumpkin and candy that is 'safe' for 
the top eight allergens." Here is: a list of 
allergy-friendly candy, more information 
on how to participate, and a place where 
you can find or list trick-or-treating spots. 

Somerville Police and Crossing Guards: 
Finally, a big thank you is due to those who 
directed traffic to keep the mix of rush-
hour traffic, dark, and excited kids in cos-
tumes manageable. Crossing guards were 
out throughout town, giving up their own 
households’ Halloween evening to help the 
city. Somerville Police helped close blocks 
and keep people safe on streets like Lexing-
ton, Prospect Hill, and Springfield.

Residents reported they were happy to 
see officers out talking to people while 
handing out candy. They also had to han-
dle other problems that arose. One parent 
told me: “I happen to know of a group of 
teens who pulled a stupid a nd potentially 
dangerous prank. The Somerville Police 
gave the kids a stern talk and spoke to 
their parents, and handled the situation 
extremely well.”

And though neither Police officer or 
Official Crossing Guard, Councilor 
Jesse Clingan dressed as a guard and 
spent the night crossing kids at the 
dangerous intersection of Mystic and 
Shore Drive. It is the location of a re-
cent pedestrian fatality and a difficult 
crossing point that separates the homes 
of many children in Winter Hill from 
the Mystic shoreline and Ten Hills 
neighborhood. Jesse got ready by pur-
chasing a vest and special flashlight.

And one more thanks from a parent 
who said, “I also want to give a shout out 
to the Somerville Fire Department who 
opened their doors and gave out candy to 
all those trick or treating. The kids were 
so excited to go!”

For all the different ways people helped, 
thank you! You made this year’s Hal-
loween another successful celebration of 
friendship and community.
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Somerville's Halloween heroes

Somerville Heroes by Stephanie Hirsch
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THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call 
records the votes of local senators and representatives 
from the week of November 11-15. 

BAN FLAVORED TOBACCO PRODUCTS (H 
4183)
House 126-31, approved and sent to the Senate a bill 
that would ban the sale of flavored vaping and tobacco 
products—including mint and menthol cigarettes—and 
impose a 75 percent excise tax on e-cigarettes. Thirty 
percent of this estimated $10 million to $15 million tax 
revenue would go into a trust fund that cities and towns 
could use for substance abuse prevention. Businesses 
that don’t comply with the bill’s provisions could have 
their Lottery licenses temporarily suspended. 

The bill also requires commercial health insurers and 
MassHealth to cover smoking cessation programs and 
nicotine replacement therapy. Another provision raises 
the penalties for illegal tobacco sales. 

“This legislation is a critical step to help end the worsen-
ing youth e-cigarette epidemic and stop tobacco compa-
nies from using appealing flavors to lure kids into a life-
time of addiction,” said Matthew Myers the president of 
the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. “We urge swift ac-
tion by the state Senate to approve the same legislation.”

“The House vote to include menthol and mint tobacco 
in legislation brought about by a youth vaping epidemic 
demonstrates how little they understand and appreciate 
the dangerous consequences associated with their vote,” 
said bill opponent Jon Shaer, executive director of the 
New England Convenience Store and Energy Market-
er Association. “We’re supportive of aggressive action 
aimed at vaping, however, a menthol tobacco ban will 
disproportionately impact communities of color with 
increased illicit tobacco-related crime, store closures and 
job losses. Not to mention it strips adults of their right 
to buy legal products of their choice. The House could 
have avoided this if it had kept the focus where it be-
longs -- on vape.”

“Today the Massachusetts House voted to disarm one of 
Big Tobacco’s most dangerous weapons: flavored tobacco 
products,” said Marc Hymovitz, Massachusetts director 
of government relations for the American Cancer Soci-
ety Cancer Action Network. “While Massachusetts has 
long been at the forefront in this area, we are poised to 
lead the nation by passing legislation that would prohib-
it the sale of all flavored tobacco products, keeping these 
deadly products out of the hands of our kids.”

“The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
said the bill would make Massachusetts the first state 
to restrict the sale of all flavored tobacco products, in-
cluding menthol cigarettes,” said Chip Ford, Executive 
Director of Citizens for Limited Taxation and an op-
ponent of the measure. House Speaker Robert DeLeo 
described Wednesday’s vote as ‘a nation-leading step…to 
modernize our laws that regulate tobacco.’ But opponent 
Rep. Sheila Harrington (R-Groton) summed it up best: 
‘We have just given a financial gift to the state of New 
Hampshire, because people are going in droves.’”

“Will the Massachusetts Legislature ever get over its 
nanny state obsession and leave its citizens alone to 
think for themselves?” Ford added. “Why must every-
thing in the commonwealth be either mandatory or for-
bidden by law?”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against the 

bill.)
	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Yes
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Yes
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 Yes

FINE FOR UNDERAGE USE OF MARIJUANA 
AND TOBACCO (H 4183)
House 36-123, rejected an amendment imposing up to 
a $100 fine on anyone under 21 years old who is in pos-
session of marijuana, marijuana products or marijuana 
accessories. The amendment also requires the offender 
to complete a drug awareness program. Anyone under 
21 who possesses any tobacco products would be subject 
only to the up to $100 fine.

“The amendment I proposed was aimed to set a stan-
dard of safety for our youth,” said amendment sponsor 
Rep. Jay Barrows (R-Mansfield). “It is easy to penalize 
convenient stores/gas stations for the sale of tobacco to 
minors and that is the first step in the right direction. 
However, there needs to be a share of responsibility to-
wards minors trying to access tobacco. So I suggested a 
minor penalty to deter minors from using tobacco, sim-
ilar to that of underage drinking, which could be a small 
fine, or community service engagement.”

The House Ways and Means chair Rep. Aaron Michle-
witz (D-Boston) who drafted the final copy of the bill 
and Rep. Danielle Gregoire (D-Marlborough), who 
authored the original bill, did not respond to repeated 
requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call to comment on why 
they voted against this amendment.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 No
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 No
	 Rep. Denise Provost	 No

PHARMACEUTICAL ACCESS, COSTS AND 
TRANSPARENCY (PACT) ACT (S 2391)
Senate 40-0 approved and sent to the House the PACT 
Act aimed at addressing the high and rapidly increasing 
costs of prescription drugs in the Bay State. A key provi-
sion provides immediate price relief for insulin used by 
one in ten people living with diabetes who must take it 
daily or risk major health problems. The measure limits 
out-of-pocket spending for insulin by eliminating de-
ductibles and coinsurance and capping co-pays at $25 
per month. Rising insulin prices have resulted in some 
people paying out-of-pocket costs of $1,000 or more per 
year, leading to some patients decreasing their insulin 
dose or not taking it at all.

Other provisions include requiring pharmaceutical 
companies to notify the state in advance of new drugs 
coming to market, and of significant price increases 
for existing drugs; disclosing the proposed value of 
certain drugs if manufacturers don’t take meaningful 
steps to lower costs; and several transparency and ac-
countability mandates.

“This bill will bring us one step closer toward ad-
dressing rising costs within our healthcare system 
that continually impact patients’ ability to access the 
care they need,” said Sen. Cindy Friedman (D-Ar-
lington), Senate chair of the Committee on Health 
Care Financing. “By reining in prescription drug costs 
and increasing transparency and oversight within the 
pharmaceutical industry, we can drive down costs and 
improve patient outcomes.”

“Today the Senate stood unified in our mission to tackle 
the pressing issue of healthcare access and affordability,” 
said Senate President Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). “I am 
excited to see the PACT Act advance, as we have heard 
for far too long that the rapidly rising cost of prescrip-
tion drugs is the greatest issue facing individuals and 
families today.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is against it.)

	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

EPIPENS FOR ALL MINORS (S 2397)
Senate 39-0, approved an amendment that requires 
that The Center for Health Information and Analysis 
(CHIA) perform an impact analysis regarding the cost 
of providing EpiPens to all minors and issue a report to 
the Senate by April 2020. Amendment supporters said 
a recent report found the price of an EpiPen two-pack 
increased from $106 in 2004 to $608 in 2016 while the 
active ingredient in it costs about one dollar. They said 
no child should have to die because his or her family 
can’t afford life-saving medication due to the despicable 
price-gouging of pharmaceutical companies.  “This im-
portant amendment to the PACT Act, which marks a 
momentous leap in the right direction for prescription 
drug cost containment and consumer protection, brings 
us one step closer to realizing the dream of providing 
epinephrine injector coverage for all children of the com-
monwealth,” said Sen. Diane DiZoglio (D-Methuen), 
the sponsor of the amendment. “No child should have to 
suffer because a caregiver cannot afford this life-saving 
medication.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment.)

	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK'S SESSION? 
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature's job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, research, 
constituent work and other matters that are important 
to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature does 
not meet regularly or long enough to debate and vote in 
public view on the thousands of pieces of legislation that 
have been filed. They note that the infrequency and brief 
length of sessions are misguided and lead to irresponsi-
ble late-night sessions and a mad rush to act on dozens 
of bills in the days immediately preceding the end of an 
annual session. During the week of November 11-15, the 
House met for a total of seven hours and 5 minutes and 
the Senate met for a total of nine hours and 43 minutes.

Mon. November 11	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Tues. November 12	 House 11:01 a.m. to 11:18 a.m.
	 Senate 11:05 a.m. to 11:58 a.m.

Wed. November 13	 House 10:04 a.m. to 4:47 p.m.
	 No Senate session

Thurs. November 14	 House 11:05 a.m. to 11:10 a.m.
	 Senate 11:10 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Fri. November 15	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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The Somerville Times
Best of Somerville 2019

Cast your vote!
You have until December 20 to vote for your favorite category. To cast your vote, email us at thebestofsomerville@yahoo.com

or mail in your ballot to The Somerville Times, 699 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02144. The winners will be announced
Wednesday, January 1, 2020. If you don’t see your favorite category here, simply add it to this list.

Foods & Restaurants
Best Breakfast
Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch
Best Italian Food
Best Chinese Food
Best Mexican Food
Best Portuguese Food
Best Local Deli
Best Variety and all around Restaurant 
Best Seafood 
Best Irish Pub
Best Local Bar
Best Thai Food
Best Hamburger
Best Mac & Cheese 
Best Hot-Dog
Best Roast Beef Sandwich
Best Pizza
Best Bakery
Best Sub Shop

Best Coffee Shop Franchise 
Best Coffee Shop local
Best Bar Food

Best of Somerville Services
Best Electrician
Best Plumber
Best Attorney
Best Teacher
Best Politician
Best City Worker
Best Receptionist
Best Real Estate Agent/Realtor
Best Real Estate Rental Agent
Best Bank Teller
Best Bank Employee
Best Waitstaff
Best Bartender
Best Cook 
Best Caterer

Best Barber 
Best Hair Salon
Best Doctor 
Best Nurse
Best Coach
Best Police Officer
Best Fire Fighter
Best Photographer
Best Somerville Historian
Best Eye Doctor
Best Orthodontist
Best Mortgage Officer
Best Somerville Artist
Best Somerville Poet
Best Somerville Writer
Best Somerville Celebrity
Best City Elected Politician
Best City Employee DPW
Best City Employee City Hall/Annex

Best of Somerville Businesses
Best Somerville Bank
Best Real Estate Company
Best Insurance Agency 
Best Creative Business in 2016
Best Florist
Best Laundromat
Best Liquor Store
Best Gas Station 
Best Auto Body Shop
Best Tow Company
Best Law Firm
Best Pest Exterminator
Best Convenient/Neighborhood Store
Best Somerville Non Profit Agency
Best Bar For Bands
Best Newspaper

Best Idea in 2019
Worst Idea in 2019

SPOC responds to city's reaction to community flyer
The Somerville Property Own-
ers Coalition (SPOC) is reply-
ing to the City’s response in The 
Somerville Times to our commu-
nity flyer which outlined how 
the new Condominium Con-
version Ordinance overreaches 
and severely restricts property 
owners’ rights compared to the 
1985 Condominium Conver-
sion Ordinance.

Italicized statements are 
City-selected portions from the 
SPOC flyer to which the City 
responded. The bold text is the 
SPOC’s responses which fur-
ther clarify our concerns with 
the new CCO. Our neighbors 
should note that the City Coun-
cil scheduled two public hear-
ings on this important matter, 
but cancelled the second public 
hearing and immediately voted 
to implement the new CCO. 

Flyer: "The new CCO takes 
away your fundamental right to 
control YOUR private property.”

City: There has been a condo-
minium conversion ordinance in 
Somerville since 1985. Property 
owners always had to appear be-
fore the Condominium Review 
Board to convert existing prop-
erty to condominium units.

SPOC: The new CCO barely 
resembles the 1985 ordinance 
with its broadly expanded 

rules which not only expands 
the City’s control of private 
property, but imposes costly 
and burdensome obligations 
and timelines upon property 
owners wishing to convert and 
sell their private property. Ad-
ditionally, the Acts of 1985, 
c.218 did not expressly au-
thorize the City to initiate or 
reinstitute rent control, or to 
regulate the conversion to con-
dominiums of properties with 
fewer than four rental units, or 
to introduce and grant itself a 
mandatory exclusive right to 
purchase such property as a 
part of the regulatory process.

Flyer: "Owners of 2 and 3 fami-
ly homes can no longer convert, or 
sell to a developer to convert, their 
private property, without first 
offering units ‘as is’ to tenants, a 
‘non-profit’, or the City and before 
offering to the open market."

City: The tenant right to pur-
chase already exists under both 
state law and Somerville’s cur-
rent ordinance. The City/des-
ignee right to purchase is a new 
provision and runs concurrent 
with the tenant’s right - no addi-
tional time is added for the City/
Designee. The right to purchase 
is structured so that the price, 
which is set by the owner, will 
reflect current market values.

SPOC: The Acts of 1976, 
c.37, by their express terms, 
did not apply to rental units 
in an owner-occupied two or 
three family house, so any pro-
vision to control conversion 
of these properties should 
not fall under the rules of the 
CCO at all. Under the old or-
dinance, tenants had a 30-day 
right to purchase. The new 
CCO extends this right up to 
180 days and has now included 
“non-profits” plus the City with 
a right of first refusal. And al-
though the owner can set the 
offer price for these rights of 
first refusal, true market val-
ue can never be realized with-
out offering units to an open 
market and allowing the buyer 
pool and end-users to set the 
market value. The City’s artifi-
cial price structure fundamen-
tally impacts what a property 
owner can actually sell their 
unit for and, by default, lowers 
the property value.

Flyer: "Tenants now have up to 7 
years to move out of your property!”

City: All tenants are entitled 
to one years’ notice. Seven years 
is the maximum, which only ap-
plies if a property owner willful-
ly neglects to fulfill their obliga-
tion to assist in housing search 
for vulnerable tenants who are 

either low/mod income, elderly 
and/or disabled being displaced 
through conversion. Otherwise, 
vulnerable tenants who are ei-
ther low/mod income, elderly 
and/or disabled are entitled to 
five years’ notice.

SPOC: We live in a close-
knit, diverse and compassion-
ate community. No one wants 
their neighbor or tenant to suf-
fer undue hardship. But why is 
it the property owner’s “obliga-
tion” to find their low/moderate 
income, elderly and/or disabled 
tenants alternative housing, 
within Somerville, at their cur-
rent rent which, may likely be 
below market, and then may 
be considered “willfully negli-
gent” if unsuccessful in doing 
so? The owner themselves may 
fall under the “vulnerable” cat-
egory and need to sell quickly. 
So to require this rule on such 
owners, let alone all owners, to 
control the terms of their leas-
es and ability to sell their prop-
erties for up to 7 years, is clear-
ly misplaced. Also, the City 
excludes from their response 
that a lease can automatically 
extend for at least one year and 
up to five/seven years, regard-
less of a lease or tenant-at-will 
situation. It also excluded from 
their response that during the 
notification period, the tenant 

can break their lease with 30 
days’ notice while still obligat-
ing the property owner to wait 
a year to apply to convert.

Flyer: “During this time: You 
are not allowed to raise rents with-
out permission from the City. You 
cannot improve your units without 
permission from your tenants.”

City: City review of rent in-
creases is done to verify that 
the rents do not exceed market 
rents. Necessary repairs required 
by State Sanitary and Build-
ing Code are permissible, and 
vacant units can be renovated 
during the waiting period. Cos-
metic and other discretionary 
improvements that have in the 
past had the effect of disrupting 
tenant ‘quiet enjoyment’ rights to 
their units are limited.

SPOC: When a lease con-
tract has been fulfilled, land-
lords should have a right to 
offer (or not) a new lease at 
the market rate. The City does 
not account for existing rents 
that are already below market 
rate when calculating a rent in-
crease, thereby controlling any 
increase an owner has a right 
to offer. And virtually any work 
to a property may disrupt a 
tenant’s “quiet enjoyment”. Un-
fortunately, a tenant’s control 
of landlord

COMMENTARY
The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Continued on page 10
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The oldest stone building in Massachusetts still stands 
proudly in the center of Somerville’s Quarry Hill. Referred 
to as, The Powder House, this structure has stood its 
ground for over 315 years. Originally built as a gristmill in 
1704, it was sold in 1747 to the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
for use as a gunpowder magazine.

Its day in the sun was on September 1, 1774, when British 
soldiers raided it and its 240 barrels of powder were cap-
tured and brought to Boston. By the next day, thousands 
of armed militiamen had rushed to this area. Cooler heads 
prevailed and war was averted for the next eight months. 
The Powder House incident was the dress rehearsal for the 
battles of Lexington, Concord and Bunker Hill. 

In 1818, the state sold the Powder House to Peter Tufts, 
a member of the Tufts family. This family has been part of 
Somerville’s fabric going back to before the Revolutionary 
War. The Powder House and its land were then passed on 
in 1836 to brickyard owner Nathan Tufts and his heirs 
who in 1890 donated it to the city and named it after him. 

Throughout Somerville’s history, members of the Tufts 
family have made an enduring image on our city. Let’s be-
gin with the Revolution. 

• The family of Timothy Tufts was witness to the ear-
ly British march toward Lexington and skirmish at Elm 
Street on their retreat to Charlestown.

• Anne Adams Tufts nursed many wounded Bunker Hill 
soldiers at her Winter Hill home.

• During the Siege of 
Boston from 1775 to 1776, 
Oliver Tufts’ house on 
Somerville Avenue became 
the headquarters for Wash-
ington’s General Nathanael 

Greene. Samuel Tufts house on Sycamore Avenue, today’s 
oldest house in Somerville, became the Headquarters of 
General Charles Lee. 

• In 1804, Samuel Tufts donated land to establish the 
Milk Row Cemetery on today’s 

The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #192

The Tufts Family
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

Continued on page 20

Somerville Mothers Out Front joins 
city in announcing new Renewable 

Energy Program

Mothers Out Front (MOF), Somerville, was pleased to join the city in announcing a new pro-
gram for renewable energy electricity, part of one of MOF's goals for a just transition to a future 
of a healthy and livable climate, at City Hall on Monday, November 18.

The expanded program is called Community Choice Electricity (CCE), and allows ratepayers to 
automatically enjoy 25% clean electricity from local clean renewable sources.

Last May, MOF members ran a campaign that resulted in over 700 residents from across Somer-
ville signing postcards that asked the city to raise the percentage of clean renewable energy in our 
electricity, and the city delivered. The postcards were presented at the press conference.

Jessica Garrett, a member of Mothers Out Front said, "As mothers, we are deeply concerned 
about our children's health and safety. Somerville's Community Choice Electricity (CCE) pro-
gram is part of the solution to transition to clean, renewable energy."

The combined demand for 100% renewable energy will increase clean power installations in 
Massachusetts, stimulating local jobs and helping Somerville reach its 2050 carbon neutrality 
goals while delivering a cleaner future for everyone.

The City's CCE program keeps Somerville's electricity prices stable and protects consumers from 
seasonal rate increases. Under the new contract, individual ratepayers can opt up to 100% clean 
renewable energy by paying a slightly higher rate. Some 400 households have already opted up to 
100% in the last couple years, and both options will now be open to all ratepayers.

The new city website will launch after Thanksgiving: cce.somervillema.gov

For MOF, Somerville, updates visit: https://www.facebook.com/MothersOutFrontSomervilleMA.

Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church 
and Nave Gallery special exhibit

Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church is celebrating 100 years of ministry today! Part of the cele-
bration is an art exhibit called “Crossing the Line” in the Nave Gallery featuring works by refugees 
The Nave Gallery collaborates with the Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church (CHPC) to create 
a social justice gallery show, underscoring the assertion that art is a vehicle through which conver-
sations on social change can be held, compelling people to action.

This exhibition will be part of the Learn to Talk Social Justice Series and will include additional 
programming led by the CHPC. These events are designed to further highlight issues tied to 
themes of refuge and sanctuary.

Nave Gallery (Teele Square), 155 Powder House Blvd, Somerville, MA

Exhibits runs Friday, November 1, 2019 – Sunday, December 15, 2019.



Serving Seniors 2019 celebrates
those who make a difference

Eight advocates, care providers, 
and volunteers were recognized 
for outstanding efforts on be-
half of older adults at Serving 
Seniors 2019.

The awards ceremony was 
hosted by Somerville-Cam-
bridge Elder Services (SCES) 
on November 7. The primary 
theme was recognizing those 
who have made an impact in the 
lives of local older adult, some-
thing SCES Executive Director 
Paul Hollings said he’s seen first-
hand over the past year.  

“I have visited with elders who 
are still living independently 
and safely thanks to your hard 
work on their behalf,” he told 
the 230 guests in attendance. 
“I have met clients who would 
otherwise be in a nursing home, 
or evicted from their housing, 
or not eating sufficiently, or on 
a general path of decline, were 
it not for your efforts.”

Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs 
Elizabeth Chen was an honored 
guest and speaker.  She empha-
sized state and local efforts to 
make Massachusetts more aging 

friendly, adding it’s important to 
celebrate successes and the peo-
ple who make it possible. 

“Each day in our 351 commu-
nities a story of healthy aging 
is written,” said Chen. “Peo-
ple are cared for, they are fed, 
housed, advised, comforted, 
advocated for, protected, en-
gaged, enriched, and provided 
with opportunities for meaning 
and purpose. This is a story that 
all of you co-author every sin-
gle day, and it’s something we 
should be very proud of.”

The following awards were pre-
sented at Serving Seniors 2019: 

Barbara Lester of Cambridge 
Health Alliance received the 
Kahn Collaboration award, 
which recognizes those who 
work to strengthen the coordi-
nation and availability of ser-
vices for older people and people 
with disabilities.

Lester was recognized for 
tirelessly working to connect 
older adults with helpful re-
sources in her capacity as a 
Complex Care Manager. The 
award was presented by Pro-
tective Services Case Manag-

er Jessica Chezia, who told of 
how Lester helped her find and 
assist a homeless elder who 
was facing serious health and 
behavioral challenges. 

“Barbara’s commitment to 
ensuring the safety and wellbe-
ing of this elder was amazing,” 
said Chezia.

Rob Walker from the Depart-
ment of Mental Health received 
a Sousa Advocacy Award, which 
honors those who stand-up and 
speak out for the rights, needs, 
and abilities of elders. The award 
was presented by Mental Health 
Social Worker Cassie Cramer, 
who described Walker as an ef-
fective advocate who has played 
a key role in expanding pro-
grams that support older adults 
facing behavioral health chal-
lenges, such as hoarding. 

Marta Evora of Homemaker 
Services received a Compassion-
ate Care Professional Award, 
which recognizes profession-
al caregivers who demonstrate 
uncommon compassion while 
ensuring the highest quality of 
care. In presenting the award, bi-
lingual case manager Stephanie 
Lacerda described Evora as im-
mensely popular with her Por-
tuguese speaking clients, saying 
she’s a hard worker who routine-
ly goes above and beyond. 

Hanna Kafil, of Cambridge, 
received a Compassionate Care 
Professional Award for provid-
ing outstanding care at Properzi 
Manor over the past 10 years. 
In presenting the award, Aging 
Information Center Director 
Dana Beguerie described Kafil 
as a remarkable person and care-
giver, whose positive outlook 
and infectious smile are very 
popular with the residents.

Robert McGowan, of Somer-
ville, received the Outstanding 
Caregiver Award, which hon-
ors a friend or family member 
who demonstrates uncommon 
devotion and strength during 
the caregiving process. Mc-
Gowan was nominated by So-
cial Worker Eliza Royer, who 
described him as a thoughtful, 
kind, and compassionate care-
giver for his grandmother.  

Eileen Sommer, of Cam-
bridge, received the Tingle Vol-

unteerism award, which recog-
nizes those who give of their 
time and energy to benefit local 
older residents. Sommer was 
nominated by Money Manage-
ment Bill Payer & Compliance 
Manager Rachel Marta Green-
berg, who told of how Eileen 
helped a bedridden older adult 
get her finances in order—help-
ing with everything from bal-
ancing her checkbook to drug 
insurance coverage. 

Catherine Hoffman, of Cam-
bridge, received the Jalna Perry 
LGBT award, which recognizes 
those who work to create a pos-
itive and affirming environment 
for LGBT elders and caregiv-
ers. The award was presented 
by SCES Board Member Pearl 
Hines, who spoke of Hoff-
man’s lengthy track record of 
state and local activism, which 
includes producing the 1982 
documentary on homophobia, 
Pink Triangles. 

Milagro Mancia from the 
SCES Nutrition program re-
ceived the Spirit of SCES 
award, which recognizes an em-
ployee for caring, commitment 
and teamwork. The award was 
presented by Nutrition Director 
Meghan Ostrander, described 
Mancia as one of the most ded-
icated agency employees. Man-
cia started with the agency as a 

Meals on Wheels driver 10 years 
ago, and now serves as the Home 
Delivered Meals Supervisor.

“It is never boring in meal de-
livery, and

Hanna Kafil, of Cambridge, receives a hug and the Compassionate Care Profes-
sional Award from Dana Beguerie (right) of Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services 
(SCES) at Serving Seniors 2019. Kafil was also recognized by (from left) Secretary 
of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder Affairs Elizabeth Chen and SCES 
Director Paul Hollings. Hosted by SCES, the annual event recognizes those who 
help local older adults maintain independence and well-being.
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Sally O’Brien’s
335 Somerville Ave.

617-666-3589

MONDAY November 25
  Comedy Night! The Up n Coming Open Mic   7 p.m.
Marley Monday with The Duppy Conquerors   10 p.m.

TUESDAY November 26
Tim Gearan & The Shrikes   8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY November 27
Free Poker, lots of prizes!   8 p.m.

THURSDAY November 28
Happy Thanksgiving

FRIDAY November 29
Bama McCall   6 p.m.

SATURDAY November 30
Tim Gearan Band   6 p.m.

SUNDAY December 1
Natural Wonders   4:30 p.m.

African Night, SambaLolo and guests   10 p.m.

www.sallyobriensbar.com

Continued on page 17
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The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Awesomeness awaits at Somerville’s
small businesses this holiday season

By Joseph A. Curtatone

From a gift certificate for floata-
tion therapy to a lunch pit stop 
for handmade-that-day Bengali 
chickpea fritters drizzled with 
mango-mustard sauce, holiday 
shopping in Somerville is worlds 
away from a day at the mall. And 
all the while, when you shop lo-
cal here, you can pat yourself on 
the back for doing good. That’s 
because your support for our 
small, locally owned businesses 
is vital, especially for businesses 
in neighborhoods experiencing 
construction.

When I ask people what they 
love about Somerville they of-
ten talk about our vibrant and 
active squares and the eclectic 
mix of restaurants and shops 
around the city. Within four 
square miles you can get food 
from every corner of the globe, 
buy products you can’t find any-

where else made right here in 
the community, and see musical 
acts and performances that ar-
en’t usually booked in the larg-
er venues in the area. But if we 
want to maintain what many of 
us love so much about Somer-
ville, we need to make sure we’re 
supporting them. 

Opening a small business is a 
risky venture. Within the first 
year about 20% close and 10 years 
out around 65% have closed. 
Small businesses are especially 
vulnerable to disruptions from 
construction and weather and to 
shifts in the economy. Many op-
erate on a very slim profit margin 
and don’t have the supply net-
works or bulk buying power of 
larger companies. Your dollars 
have a greater impact when spent 
at independent businesses and, 
especially for retail establish-
ments, holiday spending is what 
keeps them going throughout the 
year. Likewise, their interesting 
offerings can keep you going as 
you shop local.

I find if you walk through any 
Somerville business district as 
alert and curious as a tourist, 
you always find something new 
and interesting – say, an art 
studio offering class gift certif-

icates, an ethnic grocery store 
with interesting foods for your 
holiday events or gifts, special-
ty and gift shops stocked with 
fun and artful items you can’t 
get at the mall, florists with 
fresh holiday bouquets, or even 
a chocolate factory or brewery 
with locally crafted treats. Our 
streets are also lined with en-
tertainment venues, services 
ranging from nail salons to 
yoga studios, cafes and restau-
rants, and other non-material 
gift options that are good op-
tions for gift certificates. 

Planning a day of holiday 
shopping/exploring in Somer-
ville plus a meal or hot drink to 
warm up followed by a perfor-
mance at a local venue would be 
an easy annual tradition to start 
up. Or keep on the lookout 
for planned holiday events or 
strolls in our squares and head 
out for those. 

Then add to the good cheer 
this knowledge: When you shop 
locally, you’re not just investing 
in the businesses you visit; you’re 
also investing in the community. 
If you’ve ever flipped through a 
program at a school play or no-
ticed the logos on youth sports 
jerseys, you’ve probably noticed 

that it’s often local businesses 
that are providing sponsorship. 
But we also have the data to 
back those anecdotes up – 
nearly half of the money spent 
at locally owned retailers recir-
culates in the community vs. 
just over 13% spent at chain re-
tailers. That money recirculates 
in the community in a number 
of ways – wages paid to work-
ers that get spent locally, pay-
ments to other local businesses 
as suppliers or for services, and 
charitable contributions to local 
schools and organizations.

I hope you’ll join me in sup-
porting local businesses this 
holiday season. They count on 
us for their survival. We count 
on them for our vibrant streets. 
It’s win-win to shop local. To 
get oriented, check out websites 
and social media accounts of 
local businesses, Main Streets 
organizations, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and local publi-
cations to get an idea of where 
you want to shop and to find 
out about any special events or 
promotions coming up. 

And, if you’ll be shopping in 
Ball and Magoun Squares, pick 
up one of our business loyalty 
cards. Once you fill it up with 

stamps you can turn it in for a 
monthly prize drawing and a 
tote bag featuring the work of a 
local artist. To learn more about 
the business loyalty program, 
visit www.somervillema.gov/
loyaltyprogram. 

Finally, you can help pro-
mote locally owned businesses 
through word of mouth. Tell 
friends, family members, and 
coworkers where you like to 
shop; share your shopping on 
social media, and let your fol-
lowers know that you’re #Loy-
al2Local this holiday season; 
and leave reviews for your fa-
vorite spots to shop and eat. 
Support our community this 
holiday season (and year round) 
by supporting our small, local-
ly-owned business community. 

P.S., Those fritters are available 
at the Somerville Arts Council’s 
new Nibble Kitchen on Fridays 
midday at Bow Market. At this 
City-sponsored kitchen, you’ll 
find a rotating international 
menu made by local culinary 
entrepreneurs as well as cook-
ing classes. The Nibble Grand 
Opening at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 3, would be a great 
way to top off an afternoon of 
holiday shopping.

improvements may become 
unintentionally retributive in 
nature, further burdening the 
property owner’s ability to add 
any increased level of value be-
fore offering a unit for sale.

Flyer: “You must pay up to 
$10,000 to relocate your tenants! 
You must find ‘comparable’ hous-
ing within the city of Somerville for 
your tenants!"

City: All households are enti-
tled to a relocation payment of 
$6,000.The $10,000 payment 
provision is limited to especially 
vulnerable households including 
elderly, disabled or low/mod-in-
come tenants. Owners must make 
a good faith effort (defined in 
CCO Rules) to assist vulnerable 
tenants who are either low/mod 
income, elderly and/or disabled 
in finding comparable housing.

SPOC: The prior CCO al-
located a relocation payment 
of “actual moving expenses to a 
maximum amount of $300.00 
or one month's rent per rent-
al unit, whichever is higher.” 

(Emphasis added). But this 
only applied to “any tenant 
and the tenant's family whose 
total income for the previous 
year was equal to or less than the 
qualification income for Section 
8 Housing Assistance for the 
city.” (Emphasis added). The 
new CCO expands beyond the 
vulnerable tenants to include 
entitling all tenants a $6,000 
- $10,000 relocation payment 
from a property owner. Add in 
the return of a security deposit 
and the tenant is not only “prof-
iting” from an owner who just 
wants to convert their prop-
erty, but also has guaranteed 
housing for up to 7 years at 
the property owner’s expense, 
not to mention incalculable 
lost opportunity costs for the 
property owner. Small prop-
erty owners should not have to 
subsidize tenant relocation just 
because they want to convert to 
condos.

Flyer: “The restrictions of the 
CCO have now devalued your 

property because it makes it hard-
er to sell.”

City: City staff are unaware of 
any empirical data demonstrat-
ing that the ordinance has deval-
ued property since its passage.

SPOC: The City staff has 
enough resources and data to 
extrapolate that offering units 
“off market”, “as-is” and out-
side a “competing bidding” en-
vironment will not only bring 
all property values down, but 
effectively impact the desir-
ability of buying/renting in 
Somerville in general. The 
SPOC is in the process of col-
lecting their own data that will 
be posted on our website in or-
der to inform the community 
of the impacts already experi-
enced, in some instances from 
the time the new CCO was be-
ing drafted, through the time 
of its implementation, includ-
ing recent denials for removal 
permits by the Condominium 
Review Board.

Flyer: “Your tenant, a nonprofit 

or the city can buy your property, 
without first offering it to the open 
market - develop the property 
themselves and FLIP it at a profit, 
and capitalize on your loss.”

City: The tenant right to pur-
chase is recognized by state law. 
If the City/Designee were to pur-
chase a property, it is required to 
be for the purposes of maintain-
ing the unit as an affordable unit, 
in perpetuity. In other words, it 
cannot be sold at a profit.

SPOC: The City’s response 
above did not address the fact 
that a tenant, who may actually 
have a higher income than the 
property owners themselves, 
can literally buy an “as-is” 
property and flip it for profit. 
How does the City reconcile 
allowing one party to profit 
from another party’s property 
equity? How does this con-
tribute to retention of rental 
housing? Additionally, there is 
a clear conflict of interest with 
the City both making the rules 
and participating in a regulato-
ry taking without compensa-

tion based on those rules. Our 
hope, too, is that affordable 
housing remains a stepping 
stone/catch net for our vul-
nerable neighbors and that our 
community promotes a desire 
for property ownership, and 
not focus on the city collecting, 
holding and expanding gov-
ernment controlled property. 
This only further distances all 
tenants from acquiring stable 
housing, ending a cycle of per-
petual tenancy and building 
personal wealth.

Flyer: "The city is setting the 
rules for how, when and to whom 
you sell your property."

City: This ordinance only ap-
plies to transactions involving 
Condominium Conversion. All 
other transactions are not im-
pacted. Condominium Conver-
sion remains allowable, so long as 
owners abide by the Ordinance.

SPOC: This ordinance is 
fundamentally unbalanced and 
unfair to the property owners 
who have

SPOC responds to city's reaction to community flyer   CONT. FROM PG 7

Continued on page 17
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COMMENTARY

Happy birthday this week to several lo-
cals: Happy birthday to our very special 
guy Bobby Potaris, who celebrates this 
week. A great guy, he also writes those 
quirky dad jokes here in the paper. We 
wish him a Happy 35th birthday! Hap-
py birthday to another good friend, 
Dakota Rea. He’s also the founder of a 
multi-million-dollar international ener-
gy drink known has Neon. It's an awe-
some, all natural energy drink with no 
preservatives. We wish him a very happy 
birthday. Happy birthday to Joan Pug-
lia, a lifelong resident and activist who 
is celebrating this week as well. She’s 
the wife of former alderman Andy. A 
very nice couple who love Somerville. 
Happy birthday to another good friend 
of ours and longtime associate, Malitta 
Knaut. A great lady who is in Somer-
ville just about every day. She is now a 
proud horse owner and trainer as well. 
We wish her the very best. Happy birth-
day to Diane Johansen, another lifelong 
and well known resident who lives in 
Winter Hill. A gracious and great lady, 
we wish her the very best on this her 
birthday. Happy birthday to a good guy 
and former East Somervillian who also 
loves Somerville, John Hight. Happy 
birthday to Joshua Lewin, of Juliet in 
Union Square. A nice guy, a great place 

and awesome food. We wish him the 
very best. Happy birthday to one of 
Somerville's well known activists, Joe 
Beckman. A nice guy with a great sense 
of humor. You can always enjoy a great 
conversation with him. We wish him the 
very best of birthdays. Happy birthday 
to everyone here and from the city who 
is celebrating this week. We wish every 
one of them a very happy birthday.

**********************
This weekend the Somerville High 
Class of 1969 will be holding their 50th 
reunion. The event will take place at An-
thony's Malden, 105 Canal St., Malden, 
6:00 – 10:00 p.m. For tickets and info, 
go to www.somerville1969.com.

**********************
The Somerville Community Growing 
Center invites you to a benefit fundrais-
er at Flatbread Pizza in Davis Square, 
45 Day Street in Somerville. A portion 
of all pizza sales on Tuesday, November 
19 between 5:00 and 9:00 p.m. will be 
donated to the Somerville Community 
Growing Center. Eat in or take it to go! 
Learn more about this and other upcom-
ing Community Growing Center events 
at www.thegrowingcenter.org.

**********************
With cold and flu season upon us, the 
City of Somerville Health and Human 

Services Department is offering free flu 
vaccines for Somerville residents ages 
3 and older (children must be accom-
panied by a parent or guardian). While 
there is no charge for vaccinations, at-
tendees are asked to bring an insurance 
card if available, including Medicaid 
cards. Upcoming flu clinics include: 
Thursday, November 21: Council on 
Aging / project Soup (165 Broadway), 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. and Thursday, Decem-
ber 5: Somerville City Hall, 93 High-
land Ave., 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

**********************
The Clothing Closet of the Somer-
ville Family Learning Collaborative 
(SFLC) will be collecting donations of 
new and gently used winter clothing. 
With the colder weather, there is an ur-
gent need for winter coats, snow pants, 
gloves, warm socks, and winter boots. 
Donations of children’s garments 5T-16 
and boots sizes 5-13, and adult garments 
S-XXL and boots sizes 6-12 would be 
most appreciated. Drop-off locations 
are at all SPS schools during regular 
school hours and at the SFLC Center 
located at 42 Prescott Street. Please con-
tact Francia Reyes at (617) 625-6600, 
x6994 or freyes@k12.somerville.ma.us 
with any questions.

**********************

With the winter season at our doorstep, 
it’s that time of the year again! Next 
Wave/Full Circle is holding its annual 
Holiday Wreath fundraiser. The pur-
chase of a beautiful 14” balsam wreath 
with a red velvet bow for $18 apiece will 
not only brighten up your décor, but will 
also help fund student activities, field 
trips, and incentives for the school’s re-
ward system. Wreaths will be delivered 
to schools the first week in December. 
To place an order, contact Agnes Gal-
lant at agallant@k12.somerville.ma.us.

 **********************
The Kennedy School will be having 
their upcoming Winter Concerts in 
December. The Kindergarten-Grade 3 
concert will be on Tuesday, December 
10 at 9:00 a.m., and the Grade 4-8 con-
cert will be on Wednesday, December 
11 at 9:00 a.m. Both concerts will be in 
the cafetorium of the Kennedy School.

**********************
If you would like to subscribe to receive 
a digital edition of our paper, go di-
rectly online to our website – www.the-
somervilletimes.com – over to the right 
side and fill out your email address 
to receive a free, full PDF copy of the 
paper. By the way, if you scroll further 
down, a link to earlier editions of the 
paper are there as well.

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
Here comes the holiday shopping season 
once again, and we are ready to embrace 
the opportunity to celebrate the only way 
we know how: with enthusiasm and opti-
mistic attitudes.

Let the political and social pundits 
doom and gloom themselves into their 
usual perpetual state of the doldrums. 
We know how to lift ourselves, to rise to 

the occasion and make the most of what 
we have, in spite of whatever challenges 
may confront us.

While the Thanksgiving holiday re-
minds us to be grateful for the blessings 
we have received, likewise, the Christ-
mas holiday allows us the opportunity to 
share our bounty and to take stock in all 
the good things that life here in the ‘Ville 

has to offer.
We know that prosperity of spirit is far 

more important than the material wealth 
that may elude us from time to time. It 
may sound trite, but when you really 
think about it seriously the truth of it be-
comes clear.

As we are so often reminded, “local first” 
applies to our friends, families, and the 

occasional stranger as much as it does 
to our local economy. It’s a time to be a 
little kinder, and a little gentler with one 
another, as well as help local business to 
both survive and thrive.

We are certain that the rewards to be 
gained from this will soften the effects 
of whatever excesses we may experience 
along the way.
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'Faith In a City'
CONT. FROM PG 1

Photos by Yorgos Efthymiadis

own? What if such a conversation doesn’t reveal a sense 
of commonality, but seems to draw us apart? If you are 
religious or secular, join us for a thoughtful discussion 
on Talking about Religion. The panel features educa-
tors Dr. Celene Ibrahim and Megan Brady. 

Dr. Celene Ibrahim, Ph.D:  a widely published schol-
ar and Muslim faith leader. She is a faculty member at 
the Groton School and served as Muslim Chaplain at 
Tufts University (2014-2019). She is the editor of One 
Nation Indivisible: Seeking Liberty and Justice from 
the Pulpit to the Streets (Wipf & Stock Publishers, 
2019) and the author of Women of the Qur’an (Oxford 
University Press, forthcoming in 2020).

Megan Brady: teaches middle school social studies 
at Somerville’s John F. Kennedy School. As part of her 
seventh grade curriculum, she teaches a comparative re-
ligion unit on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Megan 
has taught in Somerville for six years, and previously 
taught in Springfield, MA and the Bronx, NY.

"Faith in a City" includes photographs (shown here) 
by: Yorgos Efthymiadis, Carlos Arzaga, Mara Brod, 
Charan Devereaux, Keiko Hiromi, Alonso Nichols, 
Claudia Ruiz Gustafson, and Amber Davis Tourlentes.
Faith in a City: concert at the Armory
Saturday, December 7, 7:00 p.m., Center for the Arts 
at the Armory, $5 donation, $3 discounted Museum 
member ticket.
Faith in a City: faith and community (Panel Discus-
sion)
Sunday, January 5, 3:00 p.m., Somerville Museum, $10 
admission, Museum members free.
Faith in a City: artist + curator talk
Saturday, January 11, 2:00 p.m., Somerville Museum, 
$10 admission, Museum members free.
Faith in a City: talk + concert (with dan breen)
Thursday, January 16, 6:30 p.m. | Somerville Museum 
| $10 admission, Museum members free
Faith in a City: “fire and roses” – a talk by dr. nancy 
lusignan schultz
Sunday, January 26, 2:00 p.m., Somerville Museum, 
$10 admission, Museum members free.
The Somerville Museum is located at One Westwood 
Road, Somerville.
Museum hours during the exhibit:
Thursdays, 2:00 – 7:00 p.m., Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m., 
Saturdays 12:00 – 5:00 p.m., Sundays 12:00 – 5:00 
p.m. Exhibit closed on December 1 and January 12.
For more information and directions, please call 617-
666-9810 or visit the website at www.somervillemuse-
um.org.
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Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 617-666-4010

and speak to the Assignment Editor

Theatre@First’s ‘Hamlet’ delivers passion and punch
By Shira Laucharoen

As soon as lights rise on the 
opening scene, we are introduced 
to a set of guards, trembling be-
fore the appearance of a ghostly 
apparition. This is how we step 
into the world of Hamlet, in a 
new production by community 
theater organization Theatre@
First, which runs from Novem-
ber 15 to 23. 

Directed by Elizabeth Hunt-
er, this fast paced rendition of 
Shakespeare’s classic delivers 
a pared down performance, a 
bare bones interpretation that 
grounds its characters in the 
text. Hamlet is struggling af-
ter the death of his father with 
his mother’s new marriage to 
his uncle Claudius. Played with 
strength and muscularity by 
Hatem Adell, the feisty prince 

of Denmark adopts an act of 
madness, while he grapples with 
whether he should act on his 
wish for revenge. Meanwhile, 
the young Ophelia, played ear-
nestly by Evelyne Cardella, seeks 
to restore Hamlet to his sanity, 
eventually falling victim to his 
downward descent. 

Hunter emphasized that 
she wanted the characters to 
feel real and palpable, giv-
ing them definition through 
Shakespeare’s words. For this 
reason, the play used gender 
blind casting, with roles such 
as the stately queen Gertrude 
played by a man, Ron Lacey, 
and the self-possessed Claudi-
us portrayed by a woman, Myra 
Hope Eskridge. While Hunter 
did not deliberately cast actors 
with this intention in mind, she 
based auditions off of who gave the most powerful delivery, re-

gardless of gender. The result is 
a passionate performance giv-
en by each of the players, who 
approach the text with control 
and emotion.

The production touches on 
themes such as action and inde-
cision, artifice and disguise, and 
political corruption. As the plot 
unfurls, we watch Hamlet feign 
madness in order to access the 
truth, creating a lie that serves 
to expose a reality. By the second 
half of the play, the stability of 
the kingdom begins to unrav-
el, with a fragile Ophelia losing 
her mind and Claudius facing 
the consequences of his actions. 
At the core of this Hamlet, we 
see that the characters, through 
their uncertainty and strife, are 
very human.

This performance of Ham-
let was produced by Theatre@
First, a community theater or-
ganization that is part of the 
Massachusetts Community 
Theatre Corporation. Found-
ed in 2003 by Hunter, The-
atre@First has put together 
more than 50 mainstage shows. 

Hunter said that she formed 
the group during a time when 
there was not much communi-
ty theater in Somerville, while 
there was a burgeoning visual 

arts scene. She was inspired to 
have a place where a perform-
ing arts community could also 
thrive, she said, and the organi-
zation was created.

Hamlet (Hatem Adell), the prince of Denmark, peruses the skull of Yorick, while the gravedigger (Sue Downing) looks on.
— Photos by Johanna Bobrow

Ms. Cam’s

#706Olio - (noun)  A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1.  Is Betty Crocker a real 
person?

2.  What do you call a 
toilet on a ship?

3.  Where would you find 
the Sea of Tranquility?

4.  What basketball move 
was banned in the NCAA 
from 1967 to 1976?

5.  Which pop singer has 
a tattoo of Jesus Christ on 
one of his calves?

6.  Which is the most 
electrically conductive 
element?

7.  What singer's real 

name is Kenneth Brian 
Edmonds?

8.  What is largest and 
most massive planet in the 
Solar System?

9.  When you give some-
one the brush off, what 
are you giving them?

10.  As of now, what is the 
best-selling book series in 
history?

11.  Who was the Greek 
god of dreams?

12.  How old did Mickey 
Mouse turn on November 
18, 2019?

Answers on page 17

After the death of Hamlet’s father, Claudius (Myra Hope Eskridge) assumes the throne, with his new wife, the queen Gertrude 
(Ron Lacey).

Ophelia (Evelyne Cardella) goes mad, in the wake of her father’s death and Hamlet’s 
downward spiral.
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s 
most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY PH: 617.666.4010 • FAX: 617.628.0422

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 25 AUBURN AVE
ASSESSED OWNER(S): STEVEN TEXEIRA
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 092J00022000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 13421120
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 3872 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 62007, Page: 157.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $2,247.24
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $369.78
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,842.02

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 30 AVON ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): EVE MELNECHUK 
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 051F00013000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 16534150
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 3119 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 25313, Page: 565.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $16,502.49
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $1,981.80
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $18,709.29

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 40 CENTRAL ST 1
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): GLENN A HOFFMAN
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 044C00009000001
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20071080
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 0 square feet and being part of the premises 
recorded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 55011, Page: 281 
& Book: 56504, Pages: 324 and 325.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,745.40
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $388.20
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,358.60

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 0 DANE ST
ASSESSED OWNER(S): BOSTON AND MAINE CORPORATION
CURRENT OWNER(S): ZERO DANE LLC
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 053C00006000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 02063020
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 1774 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 69364, Page: 230.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $3,809.81
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $852.48
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $4,887.29

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 35 KIDDER AVE
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): VICKA R. COREYVICKA R. COREY
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 020H00011000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 13479180
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 4750 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 27997, Page: 556.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $2,225.68
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $496.88
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,947.56

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 82 LOWELL ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): JAMES M. MCCANN
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 038B00015000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 23716055
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 2054 square feet and being part of the premises 
recorded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 18094, Page: 56.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $2,038.27
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $454.48
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,717.75

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 25 AUBURN AVE
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): STEVEN TEXEIRA
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 092J00022000001
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20191700
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 3872 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 62007, Page: 157.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $6,967.27
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $277.20
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $7,469.47

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 483 BROADWAY
ASSESSED OWNER(S): WINTER HILL REALTY LLC
CURRENT OWNER(S): JOHN G. WOOD TRUSTEE OF THE 266 
BROADWAY REALTY TRUST
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 040A00003000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20670195
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 800 square feet and being part of the premises 
recorded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 57106, Page: 422 
& Book: 69104, Page: 93.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,607.63
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $391.83
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,224.46

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 40 CENTRAL ST 1
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): GLENN A HOFFMAN
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 044C00009000001
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20071080
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 0 square feet and being part of the premises 
recorded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 55011, Page: 281 
& Book: 56504, Pages: 324 and 325.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,546.89
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $131.94
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $1,903.83

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 0 DANE ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): ZERO DANE LLC 
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 053C00006000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 02063020
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 1774 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 69364, Page: 230.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $4,039.79
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $330.01
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $4,594.80

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 140 LINE ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): INMAN SQUARE PROPERTIES 
LLC
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 076F00025000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 00870016
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 11500 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 70869, Page: 386.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $2,593.56
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $580.13
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $3,398.69

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 82 LOWELL ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): JAMES M. MCCANN
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 038B00015000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 23716055
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 2054 square feet and being part of the premises 
recorded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 18094, Page: 56.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $2,457.39
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $210.52
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,892.91

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 30 AVON ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): EVE MELNECHUK
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 051F00013000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 16534150
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 3119 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 25313, Page: 565.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,452.77
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $321.98
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $1,999.75

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 483 BROADWAY
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): JOHN G. WOOD TRUSTEE OF 
THE 266 BROADWAY REALTY TRUST
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 040A00003000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20670195
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 800 square feet and being part of the premises 
recorded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 69104, Page: 93.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,357.61
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $188.98
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $1,771.59
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LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 11 CUTTER ST
ASSESSED OWNER(S): SEAMUS O'BRIEN TRUSTEE OF THE 11 
CUTTER REALTY TRUST
CURRENT OWNER(S): ANDRES ARTURO ROMERO GRAF & TZENO 
GALCHEV AND KARINA RADEV-GALCHEVA
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 091A00010000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 01017150
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 6000 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 68327, Page: 325 & 
Book: 70215, Page: 123 & Book: 70580, Page: 294 & Book: 70216, Page: 
484 & Book: 70580, Page: 292.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,177.52
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $266.47
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $1,668.99
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LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 115 HIGHLAND AVE 23
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): YASUMICHI IWAMOTO
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 050F00027000023
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20091140
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, con-
taining approximately 0 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 51703, Page: 175.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $951.90
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $224.36
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $1,401.26
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LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 150 LINE ST
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): INMAN SQUARE PROPERTIES 
LLC
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 076F00024000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 20671170
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, contain-
ing approximately 1725 square feet and being part of the premises re-
corded at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 70869, Page: 386.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,013.82
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $222.64
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $1,461.46

11/20/19 The Somerville Times

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 3 SARGENT AVE
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): DARCY HAYNES TRUSTEE OF 
THE HAYNES REALTY TRUST
DEMAND: 5/14/2018	 PARCEL: 071A00011000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 08310122
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, containing 
approximately 3600 square feet and being part of the premises recorded 
at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 24577, Page: 323 & 327.

	 Fiscal Year 2018 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $1,629.28
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $339.22
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $2,193.50
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LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 3 SARGENT AVE
CURRENT & ASSESSED OWNER(S): DARCY HAYNES TRUSTEE OF 
THE HAYNES REALTY TRUST
DEMAND: 5/13/2019	 PARCEL: 071A00011000000
ALT. PARCELS/TAX ACCOUNT: 08310122
TITLE REFERENCE: A parcel of land with any building thereon, containing 
approximately 3600 square feet and being part of the premises recorded 
at Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Book: 24577, Page: 323 & 327.

	 Fiscal Year 2019 Taxes Remaining Unpaid	 $685.35
	 Interest to Date of Taking	 $57.59
	 Incidental Expenses and Costs to Date of Taking	 $225.00
	 Total for which Land will be Taken	 $967.94
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
City of Somerville

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES

NOTICE OF TAX TAKING

TO THE OWNERS OF THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LAND AND TO ALL OTHERS CONCERNED: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT on Thursday the 12th day of December, 2019, at 8:30 a.m., at the Treasury, City Hall, 93 
Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143, pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 60, Section 53, and by virtue of the authority vested in me as Collector of Taxes. It is my intention to take for the City of Somerville 
the following parcels of land for non-payment of the taxes due thereon, with interest and an incidental expenses and costs to the date of taking, unless the same shall have been paid before that date.

Linda Dubuque, Treasurer/Collector of Taxes.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

ADVERTISEMENT

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids from General Contractors for the Properzi Manor Sew-
er Repairs Project for the Somerville Housing Authority in Somerville 
Massachusetts, in accordance with the documents prepared by GCG 
Associates, Inc.

The Project consists of: Improvements to existing sewer service.

The work is estimated to cost $57,000

Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.30 § 39M & to minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive, and the Davis/Bacon 
Wage Rate, whichever hourly rate pays more. The project is subject 
to Title VI of the Civil rights Act of 1964, Section 3 of the Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 1968 and the SOMERVILLE Housing Au-
thority is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELECTRONICALLY BID AND HARD COPY 
BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Please review the instructions in the 
bid documents on how to register as an electronic bidder. The bids 
are to be prepared and submitted at www.biddocsonline.com. Tutori-
als and instruction on how to complete the electronic bid documents 
are available online (click on the “Tutorial” tab at the bottom footer). 

General Bids will be received until 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, December 17, 
2019 and publicly opened online forthwith. All Bids will be submitted 
online at www.biddocsonline.com and received no later than the date 
and time specified above.

General bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit that is not less 
than five (5%) of the bid amount, and made payable to the SOMER-
VILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY.

Bid Forms and Contract Documents will be available for pick-up at 
www.biddocsonline.com (may be viewed electronically and hardcopy 
requested) or at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433 Main Street, Hudson, MA 
01749 (978-568-1167).

There is a plan deposit of $50 per set (maximum of 2 sets) payable to 
BidDocs ONLINE, Inc.

Plan deposits may be electronically paid or by check.  The deposit will 
be refunded for up to two sets for general bidders and for one set for 
sub-bidders upon the return of the sets in good condition within thirty 
(30) days of receipt of general bids. Otherwise, the deposit shall be the 
property of the Awarding Authority.

Additional sets may be purchased for $50.00

Bidders requesting Contract Documents to be mailed to them shall 
include a separate check for $ 40.00 per set for UPS Ground (or $65 
per set for UPS overnight), payable to BidDocs ONLINE, Inc., to cover 
mail handling costs. 

A prebid meeting will be held at Properzi Manor, Somerville Housing 
Authority, 13 Warren Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 on 
December 10, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

RFP #20-14-2

The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites 
sealed proposals for:

Inclusionary Lottery Design and Implementation Services

A request for proposals (RFP) may be obtained online at http://www.
somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing or from the Pur-
chasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA, 02143 beginning on Wednesday, November 20th, 2019. 

Sealed proposals will be received at the above office until: 2:00 PM, 
Wednesday, December 18th , 2019. The Purchasing Director reserves 
the right to reject any or all proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best 
interest of the City of Somerville would be served by so doing.

Please email tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov for more information 
and to register as a RFP holder. 

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst

617-625-6600 x. 3400
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City of Somerville

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Pursuant to the Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. c. 131, § 40, the 
SOMERVILLE CONSERVATION COMMISSION will hold a PUBLIC 
MEETING on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor 
conference room at City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, 
to review a Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin on behalf of applicant Federal Realty. The 
applicant proposes to replace two existing Filtera Water Quality Units 
on Foley Street with linear Rain Gardens. Copies of the application 
can be viewed at the Mayor’s Office Strategic Planning and Com-
munity Development, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA. Contact 
Malik Drayton, Conservation Agent, at 617-625-6600 x2514 for more 
information. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA. 02141

(617) 768- 5800

INFORMAL PROBATE PUBLICATION NOTICE

MIDDLESEX Division	 Docket No. MI19P5708EA

Estate of : 
                       Donald                     F.                           Norton                          
                    First Name        Middle Name           Last Name

Also Known As:      Donald Norton     

Date of Death:             October 09, 2019             

To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of

Petitioner     Edwin          J.            Smith      of      Somerville        MA      
                  First Name     M.I.      Last Name          (City/Town)     (State)

[x ]  a Will has been admitted to informal probate.

[x]          Edwin            J.           Smith         of         Somerville        MA    
             First Name    M.I.      Last Name                (City/Town)     (State)

has been informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve
 [  ]  with    [x] without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate,  including distribution of assets and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are entitled  to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Representatives  appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
CITY COUNCIL

There will be a public hearing at a Special Meeting of the Somerville 
City Council on Tuesday, November 26, 2019, at 6:00 PM, in the City 
Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, on the 
Order of President Katjana Ballantyne, to determine the percent-
age of local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal 
property for Fiscal Year 2020, as required by MGL c40 s56. At this 
public hearing, Frank Golden, Chief Assessor and Chairman of the 
Somerville Board of Assessors, will provide information and data 
relevant to making a determination, including the fiscal effects of 
the available alternatives.

You and other members of the public are invited to attend and be 
heard at the Hearing. If you are unable to attend, you may send your 
comments by US mail or by email to the City Clerk, at 93 Highland 
Avenue, Somerville, MA, 02143, or at cityclerk@somervillema.gov, but 
they must arrive no later than 12 Noon on the day of the hearing, in 
order to be sure they are conveyed to the City Council.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

JOHN J. LONG
CITY CLERK
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Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1.  No, she is a fictional 
character used in advertis-
ing for food and recipes

2.  The head

3.  The Moon

4.  Slam dunk

5.  Justin Bieber

6.  Silver

7.  Babyface

8.  Jupiter

9.  The cold shoulder

10.  Harry Potter, by J. K. 
Rowling

11.  Morpheus

12.  91

From on page 14

earned the right to profit from 
their years of ownership, pro-
vided housing to tenants and 
paid their fair share of proper-
ty taxes. The City is not going 
after the retirement accounts 
and pensions of our neighbors 
– so why did they pass an ordi-
nance that literally controls the 
largest and likely single asset of 
small property owners (and in 
many instances, multiple fam-
ily members' nest egg) all of 
whom will be relying on their 
property’s equity for their fu-
ture survival? We believe there 

is a much better way to ensure 
all residents’ needs are sup-
ported and addressed without 
discriminating against a specif-
ic group of neighbors.

The SPOC invites the commu-
nity to read the full content of 
our flyer in context. We especially 
encourage everyone to read the 
new CCO (https://www.somer-
villema.gov/sites/default/files/
condominium-conversion-ordi-
nance.pdf ) and judge for your-
selves if it equitably balances 
our community housing needs 
with private property rights. An 

informed community will foster 
fairness, balance and respect for 
each other. Concerned commu-
nity members (property owners 
and tenants alike) can reach us 
at: somervillepropertyowners@
gmail.com. Reach out to your 
Ward Councilor, too!! Our mis-
sion is to work cooperatively with 
our neighbors to keep Somerville 
a place where homeowners, land-
lords and tenants can continue to 
thrive together as one community!

— Somerville Property Owners 
Coalition

SPOC responds to city's reaction to 
community flyer   CONT. FROM PG 10

Serving Seniors 2019   CONT. FROM PG 9

Milagro handles staffing short-
ages by jumping in to help deliv-
er, but not until she makes sure 
all her drivers are ready to go,” 
said Ostrander. “Milagro truly 
loves Meals on Wheels, and we 

cannot ask for more than some-
one who loves their job of lead-
ing the team and representing us 
in the community.”

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Ser-

vices (SCES) is a non-profit agency 
that supports the independence and 
well-being of older people in Somer-
ville and Cambridge. For more in-
formation, visit eldercare.org, follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter, or con-

tact the SCES Aging Information 
Center at 617-628-2601 for free 
advice and guidance.

Adult Foster Care (AFC) is a 
life-changing program for thou-

sands of family caregivers across 
the Commonwealth. If you ap-
preciate the vital work caregivers 
do, please consider joining us at 
Beacon Hill for Adult Foster Care 
Awareness Day 2019.



CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Wednesday|November 20

East Branch Library
Music with Matt! PreK Sing-Along 
with Matt Heaton 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|115 Broadway

Central Library
Somerville High School Anime Club 
2:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Thursday|November 21

Central Library
Preschool Storytime for 3 to 5-year-
olds 
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 
Comic Book Drawing Workshop for 
Kid 
3 p.m.- 4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

East Branch Library
Family Game Night 
6:30 -8:30 p.m.|115 Broadway

Friday|November 22

Central Library
Preschool Storytime for 2-year-olds 
10:30 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Teen Empowerment Library Leaders 
meeting 
3:30 p.m.- 6 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Saturday|November 23

Central Library
Magic the Gathering Tournament 
12:30 p.m.- 4 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Monday|November 25

Central Library
Sing Along 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

West at TAB
Kids' Book Club 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.| 167 Holland St, 
2nd floor

Tuesday|November 26

Somerville Community Baptist 
Church
Preschool Storytime 
11 a.m.-11:30 a.m.|31 College Ave

MUSIC|ARTS
Wednesday|November 20

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room:Americana Session with: 
Grain Thief|9 p.m. 
Backroom: The A-Beez 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – A Tribute To The Grate-
ful Dead 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Clan of Xymox w/The Bellweather 
Syndicate, Helix 
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Matt Heaton & the Electric Heaters 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Somerville Theatre
Warren Miller’s Timeless 
7:30 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Arts at the Armory
Strummerville Ukulele Club 
7 p.m.|191  Highland Ave 

Thursday|November 21

Sally O’Brien’s
Honky Tonk Hoedown with Josie 

Toney - $10 cover  
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room:Americana Session with 
Matt Borrello, Mike Verge & Compa-
ny |7 p.m. 
Back Room: WUMB Presents The 
Tarbox Ramblers |7 p.m. 
Scattershot|10 p.m.

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Krush Faktory(Dub Down) 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Lady Malory with special guests the 
Greg Klyma Band, and Charlie Marie 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Robert Gordon with special guest 
Chris Spedding + Diablogato  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Adam Janjigian Quartet  
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Shit-faced Shakespeare®: Macbeth|7 
p.m. 
Boss Whom is Girl|9:30 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Somerville Theatre
Warren Miller’s Timeless 
7:30 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Arts at the Armory
Strummerville Ukulele Club 
7 p.m.|191  Highland Ave

Friday|November 22

Sally O’Brien’s
Tom Hagerty Acoustic Band |6 p.m. 
Hear Now Live / Tiny Oak present - 
$10 cover |9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room: Irish Session|9:30 p.m. 
Backroom: The Beantown Buckaroos 
(Featuring 2 Step Dance Lessons w/
Roger Weiss at |6:30 p.m. 
Ripcord|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Once Somerville
The Dangerous Summer: playing 
"Reach For The Sun" in its entirety  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
DJ starting at 10 p.m. 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s 
Kevin Connolly Mule Var.|7 p.m. 
Sonya Rae Taylor |10 p.m. 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Joshua Tree
DJ McRiddleton 
256 Elm St. |617-623-9910

Casey’s
Entertainment every Friday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Skull and Roses featuring Liz Biggar 
on Vocals!  
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
The Gravel Project  
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

The Rockwell
Shit-faced Shakespeare®: Macbeth|7 
p.m. 
Boss Whom is Girl|9 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Arts at the Armory
Suzy Reno and Jobe Freeman with 
The Regulars and Bill Dwyer 
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Somerville Theatre
Warren Miller’s Timeless 
7:30 p.m.|55 Davis Sq

Saturday|November 23

Sally O’Brien’s
Patsy Hamel Band |6 p.m. 
Tiny Oak presents The Knock Ups, 
blindspot, Lonely Leesa & The Lost 
Cowboys - $10 cover |9 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room:Bluegrass Session|2 p.m. 
Hunter Americana|5 p.m.|Irish Ses-
sion|2 p.m. 
Back Room:WUMB Hootenanny|12 
p.m. 
An Evening With Bill Janovitz and 
Friends |7 p.m. 
Jimmy’s Down|10 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Karaoke 
65 Holland St

Bull McCabe’s 
Background Orcs  
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Casey’s
Entertainment every Saturday 
173 Broadway|617- 625-5195

Thunder Road
Booty Vortex live in Union Square, 
Somerville!|7 p.m.  
The Stampede with special guests 
Miracle Blood|9:30p.m. 
379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Love The Bands 
8:30 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Luke DeRoy Trio  
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Rick and Friends  
10 a.m.|Café 
Guitar Stop All Ages Fall Recital 
3 p.m.|Cafe 
Shawn Deirdre with Sean Ryan, Janet 
Connerney, and Kevin O'Neil 
7 p.m.|Performance Hall|191 High-
land Ave

The Rockwell
Shit-faced Shakespeare®: Macbeth|7 
p.m. 
Dreamland Silent Disco|10 p.m. 
255 Elm St

Sunday|November 24

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
all-star benefit to beat Parkinson's|1 
p.m. 
African Night, SambaLolo and 
guests|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room: John Gannon & 
Friends|2 p.m., Alan Kaufman & 
Friends|6 p.m., Los Goutos|9 p.m. 
Acoustic Chick Singer Brunch|12  
p.m. 
The Foggy Mountain Consort |3:30 
p.m. 
Ezekiel's Wheels Klezmer Band: CD 
Release Party and Residency|7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896 

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Dub Apocalypse 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Highland Kitchen
Sunday Brunch Live Country & 
Bluegrass 
Sunday Night Live Music 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
Game Night 
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Thunder Road
Livvy Marcus with special guests 
Halsey Harkins, Taylor Copeland, and 
Jill Tolan  
7 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave 

Once Somerville
Role Model w/ Jackie Hayes  

7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Arts at the Armory
Cozy Corner CD Launch 
10:30 a.m.|Café 
Cafe Raqs 
7 p.m.|Cafe|191 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Last Sunday Americana Picnic Resi-
dency: Pretty Saro  
2 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Monday|November 25

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Comedy Night!  The Up n Coming 
Open Mic|7 p.m. 
Marley Monday with The Duppy 
Conquerors   reggae|10 p.m. 
335 Somerville Ave|617-666-3589

The Burren
Front Room: Bur-Run|6:45 p.m., Run, 
Helena Delaney & Friends|9:30 p.m. 
Back Room:Stump Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Jimmy James Trivia|8:30 p.m. 
Catch A Dinosaur|10 p.m. 
366A Somerville Ave|617-440-6045

Thunder Road
379 Somerville Ave.

Once Somerville
Macseal w/ I'm Glad It`'s You, Yeah 
Is What We Have, The Michael 
Character 
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave 

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Board Game Bonanza 
6:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Union Comedy Improv Course 
6 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Tuesday|November 26

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Tim Gearan & The Shrikes 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589

The Burren
Front Room: Jason Anick & The 
Swingers|8:30 p.m. 
Back Room: Songwriter Roundup 
with Katie Dobbins and Various Spe-
cial Guests! |7 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Bull McCabe’s Pub
Ghetto People Band 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Highland Kitchen
First Tuesday of the Month|Spelling 
Bee Night 
hosted by Victor and Nicole of 
Egoart. 
The fun starts at 10:00p.m. 
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

PJ Ryan’s
Pub Quiz 
10 p.m.|239 Holland St.|617-625-
8200

Thunder Road
Neighbor Tuesdays in Union Square, 
Somerville! 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Eileen Rose & The Legendary Rich 
Gilbert + Bob L’Heureux Cowboy Trio  
7 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Aeronaut Brewing Co
Indie Trivia 
8 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

Arts at the Armory
Pub Sing 
7 p.m.|Café|191 Highland Ave

Wednesday|November 27

Sally O’Brien’s Bar
Free Poker, lots of prizes! 
8 p.m.|335 Somerville Ave|617-666-
3589 

The Burren
Front Room:Americana Session with: 

Grain Thief|9 p.m. 
247 Elm Street|617-776-6896

Orleans Restaurant and Bar
65 Holland St|617-591-2100

Bull McCabe’s Pub
The A-Beez 
10 p.m.|366A Somerville Ave|617-
440-6045

Thunder Road
Bearly Dead – A Tribute To The Grate-
ful Dead 
8 p.m.|379 Somerville Ave

Once Somerville
Friendsgiving Karaoke  
8 p.m.|156 Highland Ave

Highland Kitchen
150 Highland Ave|617-625-1131

Aeronaut Brewing Co.
Last Wednesday Residency: Grant 
Bloom Trio  
8:30 p.m.|14 Tyler Street

CLASSES AND GROUPS
Wednesday|November 20

Central Library
Drop in Knitting and Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m. 
P2P Technologies: A Series 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Mystery Book Group 
7 p.m.-8:45 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Davis Square Farmers Market
12 p.m.-6 p.m.|Day & Herbert Streets

Thursday|November 21

Ciampa Manor 
Learn English with the Library! 
6 p.m.- 8 p.m.|27 College Avenue

Central Library
Feminist Book Club  
7 p.m.- 8 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

First Church Somerville
Debtors Anonymous- a 12 Step 
program for people with problems 
with money and debt. 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.|89 College Ave (Upstairs Parlor). 
For more info call: 781-762-6629

Saturday|November 23

Central Library
Citizenship Class 
9:30 p.m.-12:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

Union Square Farmers Market
9 a.m.- 1 p.m.|Union Square Plaza

Bagel Bards
Somerville Writers and Poets meet 
weekly to discuss their work 
9 a.m.-12 p.m Au Bon Pain| 18-48 
Holland St

Sunday|November 24

Fourth Step to Freedom Al-Anon 
Family Groups
7:00 P.M. | 6 William Street  
Unity Church of God 
Enter upstairs, meeting is in basement

Monday|November 25

Central Library
Creative Drama Workshop with 
Laurie! 
4 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
Yoga at the Library 
6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.|79 Highland 
Ave

East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.- 8 p.m.|115 Broadway

Tuesday|November 26

East Branch Library
Learn English at the Library! 
6 p.m.- 8 p.m.|115 Broadway

Wednesday|November 27

Central Library
Drop in Knitting and Needlecraft 
12 p.m.-2 p.m.|79 Highland Ave

Davis Square Farmers Market
12 p.m.-6 p.m.|Day & Herbert Streets
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & SCHEDULES

Holland Street Senior Center: located at 167 Holland 
Street (between Davis Square and Teele Square) 
Monday through Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Fridays: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 

Cross Street Center: located at 165 Broadway (East 
Somerville) 
Mondays & Tuesdays – 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Thursdays – 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Fridays – 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, ext. 2335 
Fax: 617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 New Washington 
Street (behind the Holiday Inn) 
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
617- 666-5223 

Main Office: located at 167 Holland Street (between 
Davis Square and Teele Square.) 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300 
Fax: 617-625-0688 
TTY: 866-808-4851

UPCOMING EVENTS

Volunteers needed for the Engage for Brain Health 
Study. Are you starting to have problems with your 
memory or have trouble climbing stairs? Engage B 
might be right for you! 24 week study for people 60 to 
89 years of age. Call Chris at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 
or email him at ckowaleski@Somervillema.gov for ques-
tions and additional information.

Fit-4-Life Nutrition Classes – Thursday afternoons from 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with our Nutritionist Caitlin 
McAfee. Learn about our new and upcoming nutrition 
programs including, Cooking with Caitlin, Fit-4-Life 
Nutrition Class, Meal in a Mug and more. For more 
information call Caitlin at 617-625-6600, ext. 2316.

Healthy Steps – Thursdays – Holland Street from 12:30 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Healthy Steps is a therapeutic, gentle, 
movement class for anyone who needs to get moving, 
particularly anyone recovering from surgery, frail elders 
or those living with chronic fatigue or arthritis. Class is 
free. For additional information or questions to call 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300

Country Western Line Dancing – The 1st & 3rd Thurs-
day of each month- Holland Street Center . – class is 
free. No experience needed. For additional information 
or questions call at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Somerville Mobile Farmer’s Market – Running until 
Saturday, October 19. Fridays: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at the Council on Aging Holland Street Center. 2:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. East Somerville Community School. 
Saturdays: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. North Street Hous-
ing Development and 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Mystic Housing Development.. The Somerville Mobile 
Farmer’s Market sells fresh, affordable produce. 50% off 
for residents of Mystic or North Street Housing, or for 
showing your SNAP, MassHealth, WIC or Senior Cou-
pons. Info: 617-625-6600, ext. 4321.

Bowling – 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Sacco’s Bowl 
Haven at Flatbread Pizza located in Davis Square. There 
is a $3 weekly fee which covers shoe rental, three strings 
candlepin bowling and due for a bowling banquet. For 
more info and to sign up please contact Debby Higgins, 
Outreach Coordinator at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Caregivers Support Series – at our Holland Street 
Center from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Nov. 14 – Attend a 
Memory Café and Nov. 21 – Coping with the holidays 
and having honest discussions with family and friends. 
To reserve your spot please call Ashley at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2318.

Shopping Spree in Salem, NH – Tuesday, November 
26 – Go to Walmart & The Christmas Tree Shop then 
off to the 99 Restaurant for lunch on your own. $15 per 
person for motorcoach transportation. First come first 
serve. Check in time is 9:00 a.m. at our Holland Street 
Center with an approximate return time of 3:00 p.m. 
For more information please call 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300.

Wright’s Chicken Farm Restaurant & LaSalette 
Shrine – Thursday, December 5 - $69 per person 

includes luxury coach transportation, lunch, Christ-
mas Choral Concert with Father Pat and a spectacular 
display of over 400,000 lights. Check in is 9:30 a.m. 
at Ralph & Jenny with an approximate return time of 
7:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Connie at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300.

Breakfast with Santa at Renee’s Café – Monday, 
December 9. 9:00 a.m. at Renee’s Café, 198 Holland 
Street. Seating is limited and RSVP is a must. $7 to be 
paid at time of reservation. Please call 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300 for more information.

Music & Movement with Steve Gintz – December 9, 
January 27 and February 24 – at our Holland Street Cen-
ter from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come create magical 
movements through music. Please call Ashley at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2318 for more information.

Ugly Sweater Bingo & Lunch – Tuesday, December 10 
at our Holland Street Center starting at 10:00 a.m. $5 
per person due at time of reservation. Limited seating. 
For more info please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Christmas Luncheon & Dance – Monday, December 16 
at the Dilboy Post located at 351 Summer Street from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. $12 per person due at time 
of reservation. Limited seating and transportation. For 
more info, call Connie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Holiday Movie & Pizza – Thursday, December 19 at 
our Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington 
Street starting at 10:30 a.m. First come first serve. $3 
per person due at time of reservation. Movie is A Christ-
mas Story. For more information please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

LGBTQ EVENTS

LBT Women Fit-4-Life at Holland Street Center 167 
Holland Street - Fitness class is Thursday evenings start-
ing at 6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee - scholarships available 
& it just might be covered under your insurance. We 
have available slots and would love to have you. If have 
any questions or require additional information, please 
contact our Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris Kow-
aleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NUTRITION CLASS SCHED-
ULE (PLEASE CUT OUT AND SAVE)

Monday: 
Keep Moving Walking Club - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Tai Chi – 11:30 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life – 11:00 a.m. (C) 
Fit-4-Life Group C - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Tuesday:  
Strengthening - 9:00 a.m. - $3 per class (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)  
Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H) 

Wednesdays:  
Fit-4-Life Group A (exercise) – 8:45 a.m. (H) 
Fit-4-Life Group B (exercise) - 10:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group C (exercise) - 1:00 p.m. (H) 

Thursdays:  
Yoga - 9:00 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life - 11:00 a.m. (C)  
Healthy Steps – 12:30 p.m. (H) 
Nutrition Class – 3:00 p.m. (H) 
LBT Fit-4-Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays:  
Fit-4-Life Group A – 8:45 a.m. (H)  
Fit-4-Life Group B - 10:00 a.m. (H) 

Adventure Group – Please call for details

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per month and require 
pre-registration*

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Book Club – Meets the third Friday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This group self-fa-
cilitates. Group members choose both fiction and 
non-fiction titles on a quarterly basis. Books are avail-
able on reserve at the Central Branch of the Somer-
ville Library. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group. Are you 
caring for a parent, relative, spouse or close friend? 
Feeling isolated or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and practical support. 
Open to all and new members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 

require additional information please call Ashley at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2318.

Conversations of the Heart – Meets bi-monthly on 
Mondays from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. at our Holland Street 
Center. Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group. If you are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information please call Nata-
sha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

Cribbage Club – Meets every Monday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. This group is facilitated by volunteer Nort-
bert DeAmato. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Josie at 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Current Events Group – Meets every Thursday at 
9:30 a.m. Our Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facili-
tates this group. Join a group of your peers to discuss 
current events. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group – If you have concerns 
around your clutter, this group may be for you. This 
closed group meets both in the spring and fall for 6-8 
weeks. This group is co-facilitated by Natasha Naim and 
Marina Colonas. If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional information please 
call Natasha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317.

Gardening Club – Meets the second Monday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. Vilma Sullivan facilitates 
this group. There is a different topic each month 
ranging from gardening tips & secrets to inexpensive 
greenhouses. Group runs for approximately an hour. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call 617-625-
6600 ext. 2300.

Low Vision Support Group – Meets the second 
Tuesday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. Our Social Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates 
this group. Do you know someone who has trouble 
seeing? Do you have low vision? Join our Low Vision 
Support Group for educational and informative in-
formation and peer support in a confidential envi-
ronment. Lunch and transportation may be available 
on request. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional info please call Ashley 
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2318.

Veterans Group – Meets the third Monday of each 
month from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Our volunteer, 
Norbert DeAmato, facilitates this group. Are you a 
veteran? The Veterans Group is the perfect opportunity 
to socialize, have solidarity, to reminisce and to meet 
other veterans. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMATION

Lunch is served every Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 for 
sign up.

Coffee & Conversation – Meets every Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Maureen 
Bastardi, Program Coordinator and Sandy Francis, Cross 
Street Center Volunteer, work together to facilitate this 
group. Come meet people from all over the world and 
join in the discussion of a different topic every day. Con-
versation is followed by the Fit-4-Life exercise program 
and then lunch. If you are interested in joining, have any 
questions or require additional information please call 
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Game Hour – Every Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m. 
at our Cross Street Center. Join us for lunch and activi-
ties. Immediately following lunch we will have a “Game 
Hour.” Yahtzee, Sorry, Jenga, Cards, Scrabble, Check-
ers, Clue, Qwirkle, Dominoes, Uno & Connect 4 are 
available to play. Community Cooks provides us with a 
family style lunch on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays and Food 
Services provides us with lunch on the off days. If you 
are interested in joining, please call Maureen at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2335.

Gardening Club – Meets the second Monday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. Vilma Sullivan, facilitates 
this group. There is a different topic each month 
ranging from gardening tips & secrets to inexpensive 
greenhouses. Group runs for approximately an hour. 
If you are interested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please call 617-625-6600 
ext. 2300.
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Support Local Media on 
#GivingTuesday!

Want more locally grown media? Consider a donation to SMC this #Giv-
ingTuesday season!

December 3 is #GivingTuesday and we encourage you to support Somerville 
Media Center this giving season. SMC’s mission is to provide access to electron-
ic media-making through low-cost media education workshops, equipment and 
facility access, and collaborative distribution on SCATV Cable Ch.3, Boston-
FreeRadio.com and SMC's web and social media presences.

In this time of big media merging into even bigger media, we encourage you to 
support the local community media movement and our struggle to remain a plat-
form for independent voices in this media landscape. Somerville Media Center 
is an incubator and training ground for media makers of the future and plays an 
important role for developing media-literate, savvy media consumers.

We are asking for your support to further fuel our youth media programs, com-
munity journalism and low-cost media education services.

Take a moment and donate the equivalent of a pair of movie tickets ( just $20) 
to give back to your community. And help Massachusetts' oldest media center 
continue its mission.

All donations are tax-deductible. Thank you again for your support!

To advertise in
The

Somerville
Times

call
Bobbie Toner
617-666-4010

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

Why was the birthday cake as hard as a rock?
Because it was marble cake!

Washington Street. 
• In 1851, printer Edmund Tufts who 

was the town’s first Treasurer and Col-
lector had an office on Winter Hill. He 
created Somerville’s first directory that 
contained the names of the heads of 
families, their occupations, and dwell-
ings. Members of the Tufts family owned 
fourteen of these households. 

• In 1850, a Board of Engineers had 
been appointed in Somerville to super-
sede the old Board of Fire Wards and 
Nathan Tufts, Jr. was appointed as its 
first fire chief. In this position, he com-
manded fifty volunteer firefighters. 

• In 1852, Charles Tufts donated 100 
acres of land to establish a college across 
from the Powder House. He told a 
friend, “I will put a light upon that hill.” 
Today, that light is Tufts University.

• Sarah Miller Tufts, wife of Nathan 
Tufts, brought one of Somerville’s heroic 
families into the Tufts fold through her 

relation to Somerville’s Revolutionary 
martyr, James Miller, and his grandson 
Charles who originated Somerville’s 
name.

• In 1872, the prior home of Nathan 
Tufts, Jr. at One Arlington Street was 
later the terminus of the world’s first 
outside telephone call.

• Nathan Tufts died in 1872, the year 
Somerville became a city. That year a 
municipal seal depicting General Wash-
ington on Prospect Hill was selected. 
It lasted one hundred years, until 1972 
when it was changed to today’s Powder 
House. 

At one time, Tufts relatives owned 
one tenth of the of the city’s land. 
Party gatherings on Winter Hill were 
said to attract 60 to 70 family mem-
bers. The Powder House, its Park, 
and “the Light Upon The Hill” owe 
their existence to this historic and 
generous family.

Historical Fact   CONT. FROM PG 8
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Makes/Models 2000-
2019! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-513-
1505.

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2018! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Top $$$ 
Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-416-2330.

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING – Get FAA Technician 
certification. Approved for 
military benefits.  Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-453-6204

MEDICAL BILLING TRAIN-
EES NEEDED! Train at home 
for a career as a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! 
1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Avi-
ation training. Financial Aid 
for qualified students - Ca-
reer placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 888-686-1704

FOR RENT

Warm Weather Is Year 
Round In Aruba. The water 
is safe, and the dining is 
fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for 
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC 
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you 
have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours 
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info 
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company for details. 
NOT just a discount plan, 
REAL coverage for 350 
procedures. 888-623-3036 
or http://www.dental50plus.
com/58 Ad# 6118

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Espanol

HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED at Stevens Trans-
port! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! No expe-
rience needed! 1-844-452-
4121 drive4stevens.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact 
our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-
799-4127.

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SE-
CURITY DISABILITY or ap-
pealing a denied claim? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attor-
neys! FREE Consultations. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-866-945-2549! Mail: 2420 
N. St. NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar)

DEALING WITH WATER 
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No 
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-877-925-7371

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-855-380-
5976 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for 
a free consultation.

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST! Medical, Fire, Bur-
glar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. 
CALL 800-457-1917

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether 
you're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-892-1017

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $99.97/
mo. Fastest internet. 100 
MB per second speed. Free 
Primetime on Demand. 
Unlimited Voice. NO CON-
TRACTS. Call 1-844-592-
9018.

STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 

a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783.

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! 
Call now for $250. OFF your 
stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-
8610

Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Secu-
rity Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attor-
neys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-609-2189

Lung Cancer? Asbestos 
exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufactur-
ing jobs, or military may 
be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email 
cancer@breakinginjury-
news.com. $30 billion is set 
aside for asbestos victims 
with cancer. Valuable set-
tlement monies may not 
require filing a lawsuit.

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL cover-
age for [350 ] procedures. 
Call 1-877-308-2834 for 
details. www.dental50plus.
com/cadnet 6118-0219

Attention all Homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosure. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolutely 
free. 1-855-516-6641.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-855-
402-0373

CASH PAID for unexpired, 

sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & 
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST 
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771. 
www.Cash4DiabeticSup-
plies.com

Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with 
AT&T's Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//cadnet

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hear-
ing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 
800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! 
FREE SHIPPING!

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-855-
404-2366

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE 
w/ DIRECTV Choice All-In-
cluded Package. $59.99/
month for 12 months. 185 
Channels PLUS Thousands 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Call 1-855-781-
1565 or satellitedealnow.
com/cadnet

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installa-
tion. Call 1-855-837-9146

MobileHelp, America's Pre-
mier Mobile Medical Alert 
System. Whether You're 
Home or Away. For Safe-
ty and Peace of Mind. No 
Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
401-6993

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million 
families find senior living. 
Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your 
unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 855-741-7459

CATHETER SUPPLIES.  We 
offer a complete line of 
popular and lesser known 
product to fit your needs. 
Even the discreet “pocket 
catheter.”  To learn more or 
get free samples, Call 844-
540-2092

INVENTORS - FREE IN-
FORMATION PACKAGE 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-888-501-
0236 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for 
a free consultation.

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home 

consultation: 888-912-4745

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS!  Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery.  Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
1-833-872-2545.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print and 
distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the work… 
You reap the Rewards! Call 
for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 866-951-7214

Orlando + Daytona Beach 
Florida Vacation!  Enjoy 
7 Days and 6 Nights with 
Hertz, Enterprise or Alamo 
Car Rental Included - Only 
$298.00. 12 months to use. 
Call Now! 855-403-8409 
(24/7)

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-
534-6198

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Nationwide Free 
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201

Cash for unexpired DIABET-
IC TEST STRIPS! Call 1-855-
440-4001 Free Shipping, 
Best Prices & 24 hr pay-
ment! BBB Rated A+ www.
TestStripSearch.com.

_____________________________

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, 
some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to 
help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should 
you send any money in 
advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company 
does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request 
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not 
reach Canada.
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               Channel 3 Schedule
SCATV is part of Somerville Media Center, home to Boston Free Radio, Somerville Neighborhood News and SMC Youth Media!

Join SMC today to make your own TV or Radio Production, learn skills like editing and field production and sign up for special media making workshops and classes for youth and adults! somervillemedia.org

Wednesday, November 20

12:00am	 Free Speech TV
6:00am	 NASA TV
7:00am	 Community Bulletin Board
7:30am	 DW In Good Shape
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 DW Global 3000
9:30am	 Both Sides of the Bars
10:00am	 Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
10:30am	 Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am	 SNN Neighborhood Update
11:30am 	 From My Heart to Yours
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
1:30pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
2:00pm	 Colores Latinos
3:00pm        	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm	  DW Conflict Zone
4:30pm	Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library
5:00pm	 Hello Neighbor
5:30pm	  From My Heart to Yours
6:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm	 VOX POP: Somerville Connects
7:00pm	 "The Cask of Amontillado" at VOX POP
7:30pm 	 Sidewalks Entertainment
8:00pm	 LIVE - Somerville Pundits
8:30pm         	 DW Euromaxx
9:00pm        	 Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
10:00pm	 LIVE - Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm	 Flotilla

Thursday, November 21
12:00am	 SCATV Secret Stash
12:30am	 SCATV Secret Stash
1:00am	 Free Speech TV
1:30am 	 Free Speech TV
2:00am 	 Free Speech TV
3:00am 	 Free Speech TV
6:00am	 Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am	 DW Conflict Zone
7:30am         	 DW Euromaxx
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 DW Tomorrow Today
9:30am         	 Hello Neighbor
10:00am	 The Chef's Table Series
10:30am       	 The Chef's Table Series
11:00am	 Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
11:30am       	 Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm	 The Somerville Line

1:30pm	 The Somerville Line
3:00pm 	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm	 VOX POP: Somerville Connects
4:30pm	 The Struggle
5:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
6:00pm	 #AFAD
6:30pm	 #AFAD
7:00pm	 Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
8:00pm	 LIVE - Our View
9:00pm	 PABFONE Closing Day Ceremony
10:00pm	 Community Bulletin Board
10:30pm      	 The World Fusion Show
11:00pm     	 VOX POP Comedy Night

Friday, November 22
12:00am	 Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
1:00am	 SCATV Secret Stash
1:30am	 SCATV Secret Stash
2:00am 	 Free Speech TV
6:00am	 NASA TV
7:00am	 The Bill Press Show (Free Speech TV)
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 DW Euromaxx
9:30am	 Strata
10:00am	 NASA TV
11:00am	 SOM ARTS
11:30am	 Cambridge Calendar
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm	 Community Benefits Agreement
2:00pm	 Somerville Pundits
2:30pm 	Autumn Reads with Somerville Public Library
3:00pm	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm	 Gay USA
5:00pm	 DW Global 3000
5:30pm	 What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm	 Grandstanders
7:00pm	 Emergency Preparedness
7:30pm        	 The Somerville Labor Show
8:00pm	 LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:30pm      	 Greater Somerville
9:00pm       	 Fur, Fins and Feathers
10:00pm	 Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
11:00pm	 Heavy Leather Music Video Show

Saturday, November 23
12:00am	 VOX POP Comedy Night
1:00am	 Free Speech TV
2:00am	 Free Speech TV
3:00am 	 Free Speech TV
5:00am	 Free Speech TV
6:00am	 DW Focus on Europe

7:00am	 Effort Pour Christ
8:00am	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 SMC Youth Media
9:30am	 Science 360
10:00am	 Dead Air Live  
11:00am      	 TeleGalaxie 
12:00pm 	 Somerville Storytellers
1:00pm      	 Tele Magazine
2:00pm	 Reeling Review
3:00pm	 MA House of Representatives Formal Session
4:00pm	 Tele Kreyol
5:00pm	 Henry Parker Presents
5:30pm        	 Henry Parker Presents
6:00pm      	 Somerville Pundits
6:30pm        	 The Somerville Labor Show
7:00pm       	 BLOWW Show a Go Go
7:30pm      	 Somerville Neighborhood News
8:00pm    	 #AFAD
9:00pm	 Nossa Gente e Costumes
10:00pm       	 Heavy Leather Music Video Show
11:00pm       	 SCATV Secret Stash
11:30pm       	 Queer Cats

Sunday, November 24
12:00am   	    Flotilla
1:00am   	     NASA TV
1:30am	 NASA TV
2:00am       	 NASA TV
3:00am         	 Free Speech TV
6:00am        	 Bate Papo com Shirley
7:00am	 Nossa Gentes e Costumes
8:00am	 Effort Pour Christ
9:00am	 NASA TV
10:00am	 Tele Kreyol
11:00am	MA House of Representatives Formal Session
12:00pm	 Sidewalks Entertainment
1:00pm         	 SOM ARTS
1:30pm	 SNN Neighborhood Update
2:00pm	 Chico and B-Man
3:00pm	 African Television Network
4:00pm	 Dedilhando a Saudade 
5:00pm	 Gay USA
6:00pm 	 VOX POP: Somerville Connects
6:30pm 	 DW Tomorrow Today
7:00pm	 Emergency Preparedness
8:00pm         	 Dead Air Live
9:00pm        	 Tele Magazine
10:00pm       	Community Lens: Somerville 5K Detour
11:00pm	 TUTV
11:30pm       	 SCATV Secret Stash

Monday, November 25

12:00am	 Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party
5:00am	 Free Speech TV
6:00am	 NASA TV
7:00am	 Somerville Storytellers
7:30am	 Going Postal
8:00am 	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
9:00am	 Science 360
10:00am	 Somerville Neighborhood News
11:00am	 Our View
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm	 SOM ARTS
1:30pm	 Somerville Storytellers
2:00pm	 NASA TV 
3:00pm	 Democracy Now! (Free Speech TV)
4:00pm	 African Television Network
5:00pm	 Community Lens: SHC 5K Race
6:00pm	 LIVE from VOX POP
6:30pm	 Fur, Fins and Feathers
7:00pm	 Tele Galaxie
8:00pm	 LIVE -Somerville Overcoming Addiction
9:00pm	 Dedilhando au Saudade
10:00pm	 Colores Latinos
11:00pm	 Heavy Leather Topless Dance Party

Tuesday, November 26
12:00am	Public Safety and Homeland Security Hearing
6:00am	 NASA TV
7:00am	 NASA TV
8:00am	 Democracy Now!
9:00am	 The Chef’s Table Series
10:00am	 Strata
11:00am	 Joanna Bremis HMS Clinicals
12:00pm	 The Thom Hartman Show
1:00pm	 Revolution Awakening at VOX POP
2:00pm	 Somerville Overcoming Addiction
3:00pm	 Democracy Now!
4:00pm	 SMC Youth Media
4:30pm	 Going Postal
5:00pm	 LIVE - Poet to Poet, Writer to Writer
5:30pm	 What’s New Massachusetts?
6:00pm	 Somerville Neighborhood News
6:30pm	 From My Heart to Yours
7:00pm	 The Somerville Labor Show
7:30pm	 LIVE - Greater Somerville
8:00pm	 LIVE - Dead Air Live
9:00pm	 The World Fusion Show
10:00pm	 Totally Working Out
11:00pm 	 Box House Productions Presents
11:30pm	 SCATV Secret Stash

CITY TV 22 (Comcast) | 13 (RCN) Schedule

Educational TV 15 Schedule

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 

Wednesday, November 20

7:30am	 Middlesex County Update w/Marian Ryan
8:00am	 SomerViva an Kreyòl Ayisyen - Oct. 2019
8:18am	 PHCS Groundbreaking
8:30am	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
10:30am	 Healey Schoolyard Community Meeting
11:39am	 SPD Ride Along
11:54am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
12:00pm	 School Committee Meeting - 11.18.19
3:00pm	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
6:00pm	 Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
6:30pm	 Foss Park Community Meeting - 11.13.19
8:00pm	 Chamber of Commerce Awards 2019
9:11pm	 SPD Ride Along
9:26pm	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
9:30pm	 Somerville's Henry Hansen
10:21pm	 PHCS Groundbreaking
10:31pm	 Dance for Dignity
11:27pm	 Flood & Stormwater PSA en Espanol
11:30pm	 SPD Ride Along 
Thursday, November 21
12:00am	 School Committee Meeting - 11.18.19
3:00am	 Honk! Parade 2019
3:30am	 Push Ups for Veterans
7:00am	 Fit-4-Life #4
7:20am	 PHCS Groundbreaking
7:30am	 Healey Schoolyard Community Meeting
8:39am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
8:42am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA em Portugues
8:45am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA an Kreyòl Ayisyen
8:50am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA en Espanol
9:00am	 Honk! Parade 2019
9:30am	 SPD Ride Along
11:00am	 SomerViva an Kreyòl Ayisyen - Oct. 2019
11:18am	  SomerViva an Kreyòl Ayisyen - Miral Atis

11:30am	 SomerStreets: Monster Mashed Up
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
12:30pm	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
2:00pm	 Somerville's Henry Hansen
3:00pm	 Letters of World War II at Council on Aging
6:30pm	 Celling Your Soul
8:22pm	 Flood & Stormwater PSA an Kreyòl Ayisyen
8:30pm	 SomerViva em Português
9:00pm	 SomerViva en Español
9:30pm	 Dance for Dignity
10:30pm	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
11:00pm	 Domestic Violence Vigil 10.2.19
11:21pm	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
11:30pm	 Middlesex Update w/Marian Ryan

Friday, November 22
12:00am	 CC-Land Use Meeting - 11.19.19
3:30am	 SomerViva em Português
7:30am	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
8:00am	 Somerville's Henry Hansen
9:00am	 CC-Land Use Meeting - 11.19.19
12:00pm	 Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
1:30pm	 SomerViva en Español
2:00pm	 Dance for Dignity
2:55pm	 Flood & Stormwater PSA en Espanol
3:00pm	 Transgender Day of Remembrance
6:00pm	 Mayor's Municipal Aggregation
6:30pm	 CC-Land Use Meeting - 11.19.19
10:00pm	 Faith In a City: Talking About Religion

Saturday, November 23
12:00am	 Mayor's Municipal Aggregation
1:00am	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
2:30am	 SomerViva em Português
7:30am	 SomerViva en Español
8:00am	 Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"

8:30am	 SomerViva em Português
9:00am	 Chamber of Commerce Awards 2019
11:00am	 Domestic Violence Vigil 10.2.19
11:21am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
11:30am	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
12:00pm	 Somerville's Henry Hansen
1:00pm	 Dance for Dignity
2:00pm	Conservation Preservation Meeting - 10.23.19
6:00pm	 Licensing Commission Public Meeting
9:00pm	 SomerViva en Español
9:30pm	 Transgender Day of Remembrance
10:00pm	 Mayor's Municipal Aggregation
10:23pm	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
10:30pm	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019

Sunday, November 24
12:00am	 Healey Schoolyard Community Meeting
1:09am	 PHCS Groundbreaking
1:18am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA en Espanol
1:30am	 Ball Sq. Walking Tour
3:00am	 Ghosts of Somerville Tour
7:30am	 Chamber of Commerce Awards 2019
8:41am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
8:43am	 SPD Ride Along
9:00am	 Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
10:30am	 SomerViva em Português
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
12:30pm	 The Firstamerican Flag
2:00pm	 Somerville's Henry Hansen
3:00pm	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
6:00pm	 SomerViva en Español
6:30pm	 Transgender Day of Remembrance
7:00pm	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
7:30pm	 Mayor's Municipal Aggregation
8:00pm	 CC-Land Use Meeting - 11.19.19
Monday, November 25, 2019

12:00am	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
12:30am	 Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
2:00am	 Chamber of Commerce Awards 2019
7:30am	 Raising Families "Youth Vaping & Smoking"
8:00am	 Honk! Parade 2019
8:30am	 SomerViva em Português
9:00am	 School Committee Meeting - 11.18.19
11:30am	 SomerViva en Español
12:00pm	 Licensing Commission Public Meeting
3:00pm	 Transgender Day of Remembrance
6:00pm	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
7:30pm	 Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
9:00pm	 Mystic Ave. Safety Meeting - 10.1.19

Tuesday, November 26
12:00am	 Foss Park Community Meeting - 11.13.19
1:30am	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
2:00am	 Domestic Violence Vigil 10.2.19
2:30am	 Dance for Dignity
7:30am	 Transgender Day of Remembrance
8:00am	 Honk! Parade 2019
8:30am	 Connecting Communities - Fire Safety
9:00am	 Chamber of Commerce Awards 2019
11:00am	 SomerViva em Português
11:30am	 Mayor's Municipal Aggregation
11:53am	 Flood & Stormwater PSA
12:00pm	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
12:30pm	 Faith In a City: Talking About Religion
2:00pm	 Ball Sq. Walking Tour
4:00pm	 Upcoming Meeting Agenda
7:00pm	 City Council Meeting - 11.26.19

Wednesday, November 27
12:00am	 Senior Circuit - November 2019
12:30am	 Somerville Heroes' Salute 2019
2:00am	 City Council Meeting - 11.14.19

Wednessday, November 20

9:00am	 SHS Football vs Bedford
11:30am	 Healey Schoolyard Community Mtg II
1:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
1:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
2:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Matignon
3:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
4:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Concord Carlisle
5:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
6:00pm	 SHS Football vs Bedford
8:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
9:00pm	 Healey Schoolyard Community Mtg II
10:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
11:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett

Thursday, November 21
12:30am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Chelsea
9:00am	 SHS Football vs Pentucket Reg.
11:00am	 SHS Football vs Bedford
1:30pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
3:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Concord Carlisle
5:00pm	 SHS Football vs Pentucket Reg.
7:00pm	 SHS Football vs Bedford
 9:30pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
11:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Concord Carlisle

Friday, November 22
12:30am	 SHS Football vs Bedford

9:00am	 SHS Football vs Bedford
11:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
12:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer @ Lincoln-Sudbury
1:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
2:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Concord Carlisle
3:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
4:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
6:00pm	 SHS Football vs Bedford
8:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
9:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer @ Lincoln-Sudbury
10:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
11:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
11:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS

Saturday, November 23
12:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer @ Lincoln-Sudbury
1:30am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Acton-Boxborough
3:00am	 Public Domain Theater
9:00am	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Revere
10:30am	 SHS Football vs Falmouth 9.14.19
1:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
1:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
 2:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
2:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
3:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett
4:30pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Dracut
6:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Revere
7:30pm	 SHS Football vs Falmouth 9.14.19

10:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
10:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
11:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
11:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS

Sunday, November 24
12:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Everett
1:30am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Dracut
3:00am	 Public Domain Theater
9:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
10:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
11:00am	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Everett
12:30pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Revere
2:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Tewksbury
3:30pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
4:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer @ Lincoln-Sudbury
6:00pm	 SHS Football vs Bedford
8:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
9:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Medford
10:30pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Everett

Monday, November 25
12:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Tewksbury
1:30am	 SHS Football vs Pentucket Reg.
9:00am	 Our Schools, Our City 
9:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
10:00am	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
10:30am	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
11:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Dracut

12:30pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs N. Andover
2:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Boston Int'l
4:00pm	 SHS Football vs Ipswich
6:00pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
6:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
7:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
7:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Argenziano School
8:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Dracut
9:30pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs N. Andover
11:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Boston Int'l

Tuesday, November 26
12:30am	 SHS Football vs Ipswich
9:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Chelsea
11:00am	 SHS Boys Soccer @ Lincoln-Sudbury
12:30pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
1:00pm	 SHS Football vs Bedford
3:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Healey School
3:50pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
4:00pm	 SHS Girls Soccer vs Concord Carlisle
5:30pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WHCS
6:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Chelsea
8:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Kennedy School
8:30pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
8:50pm	 Student of the Qtr. - Brown School
9:00pm	 SHS Boys Soccer vs Chelsea
11:00pm	 Student of the Qtr. - WSNS
11:30pm	 Our Schools, Our City 
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

Lyrical
SOMERVILLE

edited by Doug Holder

It is hard to label Alec Hutson, and that's OK 
with him. He is an eclectic artist who is involved 
with many different projects. I met Hutson in the 
backroom of my usual haunt, the Bloc 11 Cafe 
in Union Square, Somerville. Hutson is a 30ish 
looking man, with a shaved head, a well-trimmed 
beard and an intense intellectual look about him. 
Hutson told me that he has lived in Somerville 
for the past 4 years.

He said he loves living here, but qualified it. “It 
is very expensive. Because of gentrification artists 
have to be very creative about how they earn in-
come." Hutson lives in a cooperative house in the 
Spring Hill section of the city. He works as a free-
lance graphic designer, a waiter at the famed Club 
Passim, and the leader of the band, aptly named, 
“Alec Hutson.”

He defines the music he and his six-piece band play 
as experimental pop music. Hutson explained, "It is 
a tricky genre. My music revolves around several dif-
ferent types. Categories like soul, rock or folk don't 
quite fit. My music is both catchy and experimen-
tal.” Hutson told me that the band Talking Heads is 
an inspiration. Like Talking Heads, he incorporates 
many different types of music into his work like: 
Bossa nova, jazz, Russian and Jewish music, etc.

Hutson told me he started out studying clas-
sical piano. He went on to play the guitar in 
high school. He went to school at U/Mass Am-
herst for architecture, but as a post graduate he 

trained himself in video production, design, and 
multi-media production, thus his part time gig as 
a freelance designer.

In terms of lyrics for his music, Hutson counts 
singer/songwriter Ainslie Wills and Jeff Buck-
ley as influences. He said, “I like how they draw 
things from their experience, not from whatever 
is popular at the time. The lyrics feel true. They 
write about what moves them. I can relate to 
what they are saying.”

Hutson told me he has been involved in Bud-
dhist meditation for the last year and a half. He 
recently went on a ten-day retreat. Hutson believes 
that these periods of silence and meditation help 
him as a person and a musician.

Hutson told me there are Somerville residents in 
his band, one of whom is his roommate. Another 
one of his band mates lives down the block from 
him. It is evident that Somerville is fertile ground 
for a harvest of creatives.

Hutson has played at a number of venues in 
Somerville such as The Burren, Thunder Road, 
Bull McCabe's and others. He told me he is about 
to embark on a three-week West Coast tour with 
his band this summer and he hopes it bears fruit.

I imagine Hutson will progress with his work, 
and will be another artist who has lived and thrived 
in the “Paris of New England.”

For more info, go to: https://www.alechutson.
com/

Tom Miller is a voice over artist and poet. His work has been 
published in Ibbetson Street, Muddy River Poetry Review, Wil-
derness House Poetry Review and a number of other journals 
and anthologies. He frequently appears as the featured artist 
at various venues on Boston's North Shore.  He is a native of 
Ohio and currently lives in Ipswich, MA.

FREEDOM

Freedom came to him in disguise.
He did not recognize it fully for several years.
And only gradually even then.

The sudden absence of burdens borne so long
left him weightless, adrift, uneasy…
without direction…                  irrelevant.

The structure he had imposed on his life was gone.
Partly by choice, partly by circumstance,
but none the less, gone.

He cast about almost aimlessly…
Almost anxiously…
Almost desperately…

For something to touch.
To lean on.
To lead him.

No reasons to greet the sunrise.
No far off bugle sounding charge.
No mountains to climb.

How to fill the day?

Passions, interests, even love
had all been buried so deeply
beneath the crush of necessity.

He did not know them.
Could not see them.
Was not sure they existed.

He struggled to find meaning to his existence.
Plummeted to depths he never thought he would.
Focused on how near the end of the road was

And not on the journey.

But the Spring rains came.
A friendly smile.
A gentle touch.

Words written long ago flowered
When shared with others
And brightened their days if even but a little.

And the gift of time was understood.
And the gift of sharing.
And the gift of just being.

A new garden was tilled
and planted with long forgotten seeds
fertilized with recognition and pleasure.

Adventures came calling in different dress
from odd places and directions,
not coherent nor leading to a unified end.

He was uncomfortable with them at first
feeling the sense of obligation trying to creep in.
But obligation to what…?        to what…?

Nothing really.

And so he seized th em each in turn
and like spokes on a wheel inserted them
into the hub of his life

And let the wheel spin free.

— Tom Miller
Photo by Zvi Sesling

Alec Hutson: Working
outside of the music box

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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