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Language a key factor in
charter rewew process

By Eileen Qiu

Language became the center of attention at last
Thursday’s Charter Review Meeting as exam-
ination over article one and two of the charter
draft drew conflicting opinions.

“One of the reasons why this is here, and it will
probably come up in the transition position too,
is to ensure that the ordinances are in harmony
with the charter,” meeting member Elizabeth
Corbo said. “In reviewing the charter every 10
years, if there are amendments in the charter,
then that can be reflected in the next review”

Committee member William White said a re-
view every decade would be a good idea since it
should not be a big task for the city council, but
it might be a big task for the committee that has

to review all the ordinances.

He said ordinances are not reviewed periodi-
The Charter Review Committee continues its efforts to finalize the revised city charter through the next p

several weeks. cally in other cities because it Continued on page 4

City hosts Healey School
Tot-Lot reopening ceremony

//YP

By Fernando Cervantes Jr. -

The Public Space and Urban Forestry Division
of the City of Somerville hosted a ribbon cut-
ting on Thursday. The occasion: the opening of
a renovated Healey School Tot-Lot.

The ceremony was attended by Mayor of
Somerville Joseph Curtatone, a handful of
city government members, and members of
the public.

The Tot-Lot had previously been open, but it
has gone through a plethora of renovations in-
cluding updated playsets. Updates have been in
the works since September 2020, and the rib-
bon cutting is the final stage of this process.

After the ribbon cutting, Mayor Curtatone an-
swered some questions regarding the renovated
Tot-Lot and spoke of the significance of the
re-opening and its advancement of equality in
Somerville.“It was really about equity and com-

City officials and members of the general public celebrated the reopening of the Healey School Tot-Lot
of everyone’s hands having Continued on page 4 last week. — Photos by Fernando Cervantes Jr.

munity and this is a small but powerful example

OPEN 24-HOURS
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P NEWSTALK
Y

The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column bas many contributors.

Voters have until 8:00 p.m. today, Wednesday, October 13,
to register to vote or update their voter information for the
November 2 election. Massachusetts voters have the option
to register online or via a paper form. To register by mail, call
(617) 625-6600 ext. 4200 and request a form be mailed to you
or download one from the Elections website, somervillema.
gov/elections. Don't forget that your form must be received
by the Somerville Elections Department by 8:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 13.
AXXAXA AL LA LA LA AR A ARk XA XA XA XA ALK

The Somerville Council on Aging is holding Nutrition
Classes, in-person, Mondays at 12:30 p.m. at our Ralph
and Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington Street and
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center lo-
cated at 167 Holland Street. Virtual classes are offered Mon-
days at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. New and returning members
are welcome. To RSVP please call Mary Marshall at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2316 or email her at headtofitness10@yahoo.
com. Masks are required.

*EEAXAAAX KA A XA KA X KA AKX XA AKXk Ak xkk

Sts. Louis and Zelie Martin Parish’s Annual Holiday Ba-
zaar will take place on Friday, October 15, from 2:00 to 7:00
p.m., and Saturday, October 16, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
in St. Catherine’s Parish Hall, 179 Summer Street, Somer-
ville. Free Admission.

Happy birthday greetings this week to several locals: Happy
birthday to former Alderman Maryann Heuston, who is cel-
ebrating this week. We're wishing her a very happy birthday.
Happy Birthday to current City Councilor and mayoral can-
didate Will Mbah, we wish him a very happy birthday. Hope
he takes the time to celebrate. Happy birthday to Valerie Spi-
nale, we hope she has a great day. Happy birthday to Steve
Hardy, we wish him a great day. Happy birthday to Naomi
Harrison, daughter of Kaitlin Norton. We wish all of our

Facebook friends, such as George Bevans,  Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of October 13— October 19 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY  WIND
Wednesday 0/EQo 0 0

October 13 Sunny 75°/59 8% 5% SW 9 mph
Thursday o/EQo 0 0

October 14 Sunny 74°/58 7% 4% N 8 mph
Friday Partly Cloudy  74/61° 139 9%  SSE9mph
October 15 Y Y ’ ’ P
Saturday . 0 /pa0 0 0

October 16 Rain 76°/63 39% 22% SSW 11 mph
Sunday Rain 66°/59° 50% 29% W13 mph
October 17 ’ ° P
Monday o/npo 0 o

October 18 Sunny 64°/46 4% 3% WNW 11 mph
Tuesday Sunn 65°/49° 5% 4% W 10 mph
October 19 Y ’ ’ P

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomerville Times.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Our View of the Times — October 6

JWE says:

I would like to congratulate the Somerville City Council and the city administration for striking
this blow against the lawncare industrial complex. Over the pressing demands of responding to the
Covid pandemic, the Council and administration spent, what seemed to be, thousands of hours de-
bating and crafting this ordinance. I can now work on my podcast or update my Instagram or tweet
secure that my thoughts will no longer be disturbed by these wailing banshees of environmental
destruction. I look forward to attending (virtually of course) the swearing in of Somerville’s first
Landscape Enforcement Chief and I welcome the officers of this new department in my neighbor-
hood. Let it be known that the days of Somerville as a yard care wild west are over!

I also applaud the Council’s and administration’s continuing work towards the elimination of
another major source of noise — children. From zoning policy that encourages the building of
family-hostile housing to the yearlong closure of the schools, Somerville continues to advance the
cause of peaceful streets free of the cries of babies or the shrieks of kids at play.

I look forward to the day when the only sounds you hear in our streets are the horns or ride-

shares, the rumble of Amazon delivery trucks and the barks of furbabies!

BMac says:

Wonder how this will affect roofers, who I hear using leaf blowers when stripping a roof more

than I have ever heard from people cleaning up their yards.

Marie says:

Another thing to drive seniors away and more contractors who won't do work in the city. As a
senior who has medical conditions that makes sweeping and raking something I can not do, there-
fore, using leaf blower is the way to keep my property clean. If no one needs to use leaf blowers
from June through September according to the city counselors, then there should be no need for
street cleaning during those months either! Give us back our parking spots for the summer.

Also expecting companies to list all their equipment etc is out of controll, they will stop working
in Somerville.

With money saved on street cleaning, the city can use that money to have someone take and sweep

for the seniors.

Response to: Sitcom Ville

BMac says:

I went to preschool at Tufts  Eliot Pearson.

The would give us IQ tests, which included word associations.

They say “yes’, you reply “no” etc.

When they said “black” to me, I replied “gold” and the whole test stopped.

My mom was watching from behind the mirror in the other room and was apparently laughing as
she knew why it was my reply, but none of the teachers did.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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Life in the gi{183 b

y Jimmy Del Ponte

Mom's Beret, turtle
neck, cigar ash goa-
tees and you have
instant Beatnik!

The

of trick or treating

worst part

when we were kids

was having to wear
your clunky winter coat over your cos-
tume. We prayed for mild weather. The
second worst thing was your parents re-
fusing to spend money on a store-bought
costume and forcing you to make one.

I asked my friends to share their home-
made costume memories. A friend of
mine entered a costume contest by build-
ing a stereo speaker that actually worked.

O'Donovan

He plugged himself in and won first
prize. Here some more stories about orig-
inal homemade Halloween costumes.

“Half man half women. My mom did
the whole costume, even cut the yarn off
of her bathroom rug for my mustache,
and the other part of my mouth was lip
stick. Jeans on one side sewed a skirt on to
the zipper of the jeans for the other side!
know she had more fun than me making
costume, Those were the days. Fun times
with My mother Marcia!”

“T had caught my cousin’s flowers at her
wedding a month before. I dressed up as
a bride ditched at the altar. Mascara flow-
ing down my face. Veil, dress and all.”

6 of us as a 6 pack of Heineken won
first prize at 6 Lansdowne Street.”

“Grants or Kressgee had the best cos-
tumes! My sister was a bride one year and
I was Honey West! Those plastic face
masks steamed up, making my nose wet!”

“My kid costume was a default hobo.
My dad’s flannel shirt baggy big jeans,
messy hair and make-up to make me look
dirty and done hahaha. Another we're
the short people. My mother was a den
mother and made short people with pil-
low cases with faces drawn on them. Pil-
low case goes over your head, draw your
face on the pillow case, cut eye holes out,
put overhead, belted at knees. Can you
picture this!”

“Harpo Marx.”

Law Office

741 Broadway
Sean T. O'Donovan, Esq.

Specializing in:

e Zoning/Permitting

e Real Estate

e Civil and Criminal Litigation

U Estate PIanmng/Wllls

& Trusts

CALL FOR INITIAL
FREE CONSULTATION

617 629-8888
FAX 617 623-7990

“Hawkeye from M*A*S*H

“Bag of pretzels and a box of popcorn!
“Table and chair! Devil in a shower.”

“An angel costume I made for my
daughter's Halloween party at St. Cath-
erine of Genoa school about 7 years ago.
I hand stitched the entire costume from
halo to wings & gown. She won 1st place
that year

“Work boots, pair of shorts and Hawai-
ian shirt, white beard and wig red Santa
hat. I was Santa in the off-season.”

“A nun! It was so good that people actu-
ally thought I was a real nun. Funny that

I'm not even Catholic.

“Spider with eight legs that turned into
an octopus the following year. I cut the
suction cups off a rubber bathmat and
glued them along the legs.”

“When my son was in kindergarten he
wanted to be a tree. We used brown paper
bags and taped twigs and leaves all over
them. He was so cute and got rave re-
views from all the houses we visited. Still
makes me smile even though he celebrat-
ed his 50th birthday last week.”

“I have quite a few. Cousin Itt (from The

Addams Family) was  Continued on page 13

THE SOMERVILLE MUSEUM in collaboration with
THE SOMERVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION present

Sunday, October 3lst, 2 - 5PM

at Milk Row Cemetery
400 Somerville Avenue, next to Demoulas Market Basket

Suggested donation of $5 for those over 12 years and younger families. Proceeds
support the preservation and educational activities of the Somerville Museum.

Questions? Email bwilson@somervillema.gov

https://www.somervillemuseum.org
www.somervillema.gov/historicpreservation

MAYOR JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
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By Jim Clark

Wrong way driver from a long gone bar

Somerville Police officers were
dispatched to the 1 Davis Square
area last Friday on reports of a
motor vehicle accident.

Upon arrival, the officers dis-
covered two motor vehicles in
the roadway at the intersection
of College Ave. and Elm St.

One vehicle was facing the
wrong direction and headed
north bound on College Ave.
This particular south bound
portion of College Ave is a
one way. The other vehicle was
facing the correct direction on

College Ave.
The

traveling in the correct di-

driver of the vehicle

rection told police they were
driving south bound on Col-
lege Ave. heading into Davis
Sq. when the other vehicle
drove straight off of Day St.
driving the wrong direction
onto College Ave. and then
collided with his vehicle in

the front driver's side bumper
causing minor damage.

The officers then questioned
the driver of the other car, later
identified as Justin Castor, of
Arlington, who initially could
not really tell them what had
happened.

They again asked Castor what
had happened, but he reportedly
did not respond and just stared
at them. They immediately ob-
served that he reportedly had
bloodshot and glassy eyes. They
also observed that his pupils
were very small and pin point.

The officers asked Castor if he
required medical attention and
he denied needing any.

They asked Castor where he
was coming from and he said
Joshua Tree, a bar that used
to be located in Davis Sq. but
had closed a couple of years
ago. They told him that Josh-

ua Tree does not exist anymore

and he said that they were
right about that.

The officers asked Castor if
he had consumed any alcoholic
beverages that night, and he said
that he had consumed one beer.
His speech was slurred during
this initial interaction and con-
tinued to be slurred throughout
the questioning.

At the officers’ request, Castor
stepped out of the vehicle and he
was moved to a safe place on the
side walk. According to police,
he was unsteady on his feet on
multiple occasions, used objects
to steady himself, and it was dif-
ficult at times for him to walk in
a straight line.

The officers again asked Cas-
tor where he was coming from
and if he had consumed any al-
coholic beverages. This time he
told them that he was coming
from Sligo's and had two beers.

They then asked him again

what had happened in reference
to the motor vehicle accident.
He reportedly told them that
he was trying to turn and then
hit the other car.

While speaking with Castor,
the officers could smell a mod-
erate level of alcoholic beverage
emanating from his breath.

They asked Castor for his
driver license and registration
and he told them they were
in the car. A check of his car
could not produce either of
those documents. When they
told Castor those documents
were not in his car he reached
into his back pocket, removed
his wallet, and then said he had
his driver's license on him.

According to reports, it took
Castor several attempts to suc-
cessfully remove his driver's li-
cense from his wallet.

The officers asked Castor if

he would consent to a series of

Field Sobriety Tests, and he kept
changing his answer from no to
yes then back to no every time
they asked him.

Castor reportedly asked the
officers the same questions
over and over, even after being
given answers to these ques-
tions multiple times.

Once the scene was safe enough
to conduct Field Sobriety Tests,
they moved Castor to a well lit
area that had a flat surface to
conduct my them.

The officers asked Castor one
last time if he would consent to
a series of Field Sobriety Tests,
and again he told them that he
would not consent to any.

It was at this time that Cas-
tor was placed under arrest on
charges of negligent operation
of a motor vehicle, operation of
a motor vehicle under the in-
fluence of liquor, and failure to
stop or yield.

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Help Keep Somerville Safe!

Language a key factor in charter review process conr momrc:

is such an enormous task, but it
must be done either with an ap-
pointed firm or agency.

In deciding which members
of the community could review
ordinances, White said the term
“voters” should be changed to
residents in order to be more in-
clusive. “If you're not a resident,
then you can't vote,” he said.

It might be hard to distinguish
residents from none-residents,
but determining who is a regis-
tered voter or not, would be sim-
pler Corbo said.

The language of the section is
just an example and not a rec-
ommendation for what would
work for Somerville, she said. A

review does not have to happen
every decade, and the language
isn't set in stone, but the goal is
to get the discussion started.

Corbo clarified it could be any
standard for members of the re-
view committee, but there needs
to be a way of verifying the stan-
dard. The goal isn't to exclude
members of the community who
can't register to vote.

Another hot topic of discus-
sion was group health insurance
and life insurance. There are
other communities that ques-
tion whether elected officials
should vote on their own bene-
fits Corbo said. It might not be

what Somerville residents want

to do, but it’s another example
and opportunity to start the
conversation.

Health insurance could be a
good incentive for people to get
their foot into political service
some comments typed in from
remote spectators stated. Health
insurance and benefits should
not be taken away from elected
officials in the interest of diver-
sity and inclusion committee
member Kat Rutkin said.

The provision is not taking
away from members who al-
ready have health insurance but
would only apply to new elected
members. However, Rutkin said
that would limit groups to only

wealthier people who already
have benefits and can afford to
support themselves as a political
service member.

The provisions reviewed in the

meeting were reserved in the
draft after the conclusion. The
next meeting will occur on Oc-
tober 13, regarding administra-
tion organization and finance.

City hosts Healey School Tot-Lot reopening ceremony CONT. FROM PG 1

something to do and forwarding
the values of the community and
equity,” Curtatone said.

In addition, Curtatone talked
about the therapeutic effects that
the opening of a new park has on
the community after ayear and a
half of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. “I think, just listen to those
sounds that are here behind us,
that we haven't heard in what

it feels like forever because of
COVID and seeing the smiles.
Ina way it serves an important
medicinal healing purpose, so
it's great. There’s nothing like
opening a park to get a sense of
the community,” Curtatone said.

With this being his last year
in a four term, nearly 18-year
tenure, Curtatone spoke of the
future plans for these types of

openings, with an added em-
phasis on the Somerville com-
munity’s role in these types of
projects. “I have the privilege of
being mayor now, but I am lead-
ing on the community's values.
These are not my ideas, these
are the community's values and
ideas,” Curtatone said."Anything
we do is the product of many

hands.”
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Somerville will participate in regional
gun buyback initiative 2021

The City of Somerville Police
Department and the Middlesex
Sherift’s Office will partner to
host the Somerville gun buy-
back initiative Saturday, Octo-
ber 16, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. The Somerville Gun
Buy Back Day will take place at
the Somerville Department of
Public Works Yard located at 1
Franey Road. You may receive up
to $200 dollars in gift cards per
firearm. The Somerville Police
will accept disposals of BB guns
and ammunition but these items
will not qualify for gift cards.
The regional initiative includes
several communities in the Mid-
dlesex County over the past cou-
ple of years. The focus is on pro-
viding residents with a safe and
secure way of removing unwant-

ed firearms from their homes.

The Somerville Police Depart-
ment and Middlesex Sheriff’s
Office ask that the following
steps be taken for anyone inter-
ested in disposing their firearms
at the event.

+ Please bring firearms unload-
ed with the safety engaged in a
bag, box or case.

+ Leave the unloaded firearms
inside the trunk of your vehicle
upon arrival at the Somerville
Department of Public Works
Yard located at 1 Franey Rd.

The Middlesex Sheriff’s Office
and Massachusetts State Police
will safely destroy all guns col-
lected at the event.

The Somerville Police encour-
ages residents to take advantage
of this opportunity to help pre-
vent accidents and injuries in

our homes and community,

-

approval on October 28.

Somerville reprecincting process underway, public comment welcome

Every 10 years, Massachusetts cities and towns are required to review their population data from the most recent U.S. Census and submit an updated ward and
precinct map to the State for approval. The State provides municipalities with strict guidelines that must be followed for this process. An internal working group is
collaborating with the Secretary of the Commonwealth's Office to propose new ward and precinct boundaries that will be submitted to the City Council for local

Somerville’s official population grew 7 percent since the last U.S. Census, expanding from 75,754 to 81,045. Changes to accommodate this increase as well as anticipated
population growth are expected to result in minimal impacts for most voters, The working group is proposing to increase the number of precincts in each of the city’s seven
ward from three to four precincts per ward. By expanding the number of precincts, the expectation is that only minor adjustments to ward boundaries will be necessary.
Under this proposal, the only change most voters might experience due to reprecincting would then be a new voting location. For the vast majority, their ward assignment,
Ward Councilor, and School Committee Member would remain the same. Voters residing in the small number of blocks that will need to be shifted to an adjacent ward

to meet State guidelines would have a new Ward Councilor and new School Committee Member.
This change will not affect voting for the 2021 November election. New representation would go into effect on December 31, 2021.

Feedback from the public on the proposed map is welcome. For more information and to review the proposed new map, please visit somervillema.gov/Precincts. All com-
ments must be received by 4:30 p.m., Thursday, October 14. Please email comments, questions, or suggestions to: reprecincting@somervillema.gov. Comments may also
be mailed to: Attn.: Reprecincting Working Group, c/o Elections Department, City of Somerville, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143.

Dorothy/s Comer

Crispy Oven Roasted

Potatoes
One thing I really look forward to

when I roast vegetables is carameliza-
tion and crispness of that vegetable. In
my opinion, roasted potatoes are the
best example. I found that if you start
with a hot oven and a cool sheet pan
it takes much longer to get the pota-
toes crispy and by the time you get it
to where you want, the potatoes are
usually over cooked. So, to eliminate
that problem, see below.

1 Ib. small potatoes, your choice, cut
in half

3-4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1-1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, or truffle
salt

3/4 teaspoon freshly ground black

pepper

Preheat oven to 425°. The secret

ere is to put the sheet pan in the
oven while you're preheating it. That's
it! Now, add all the potatoes along
with the rest of the ingredients to a
large bowl, and coat thoroughly.

Once the oven comes up to tempera-
ture, add the potato mixture to the
hot sheet pan all in one layer. Roast
for 20-25 minutes, turning the pota-
toes once at the half way point. This is
a total game changer and works espe-
cially well with root vegetables.

To reheat any leftovers, just put
them into a dry nonstick skillet and
heat through. I've been known to use
leftovers to make home fries. Whatev-
er you decide to do, just enjoy them!

Serves 4-5 people.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-

marzo2002.wix.
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The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

By William C. Shelton

Fourteen years ago, we published
the following column by Bill Shel-
ton in which be argued that we
should not celebrate Christopher
Columbus because his deeds were
inimical to what is best in Amer-
ican bistory, law, and culture.
This week the City of Somerville
has chosen to celebrate Indigenous
People’s Day instead.

There is so much in our past of
which Americans can be justly
proud, but that we never learn
in school — stories of great
courage, innovation, endurance,
and self-sacrifice. At the same
time, we celebrate stories that
just aren't true.

Our national holidays reflect
this pattern. In February, we hon-
or our two greatest presidents,
Americans who really were ex-
traordinary leaders and extraor-
dinary people. At Thanksgiving,

we retell a feel-good story whose

Let’s fire Columbus

underlying truth is rather more
complex. And among our most
misleading myths is the one that
we repeat on our next national
holiday, Columbus Day.

This is the story that I was
told in elementary school: In
the 15th Century, Europeans
thought the world was flat. But
in Genoa there lived a young
merchant’s clerk who embod-
ied the American virtues of
common sense, daring, and en-
trepreneurial spirit. The ships
that he watched sailing out
of the harbor seemed to sink
lower on the horizon as they
sailed into the distance, until
they disappeared. He reasoned
that this optical phenomenon
occurred because ships were
sailing around the curve of a
round world.

With pluck and determina-
tion, he tried to persuade Eu-
rope’s powerful to invest in an
expedition that would circle the
earth. It would open a direct sea
route to the mysterious East.
He finally found visionaries
in Spain’s King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella. They provided
him with three small ships, and
he sailed west.

It was a long journey filled
with hardship and privation.
Columbus’s sailors were supet-

stitious and mutinous in their
fear that they would fall off the
earth. But Columbus’ coura-
geous leadership prevailed. In
the end, he discovered a whole
“new world,” launching a new
chapter in human history.

The story that historians
tell is considerably different.
Greeks in the 3rd Century
BCE knew that the earth was
round. Using an obelisk’s shad-
ow, a long hike to the southern-
most Greek outpost of Sayene,
and the Pythagorean theorem,
a librarian in Alexandria had
calculated the earth’s circum-
ference to within 240 miles of
its true measure. Mariners and
other informed Europeans of
Columbus’s day knew that the
earth was round.

The Spanish nobility were 2
percent of the population and
owned 95 percent of the land.
They had recently unified as
a nation state, driven out Jews
and Moors, and wanted gold,
which they imagined to be
in abundance in Asia. Hos-
tile Turks controlled the land
routes. So, the Spanish mon-
archs promised Columbus that
he could have 10 percent of the
gold and governorship of the
lands that he found.

The first sailor to sight land

was to receive an annual pension
of 10,000 maravedis for life. In
the early morning of October
12, 1492, a sailor named Ro-
drigo de Triana saw the moon
shining on white sands and cried
out. Columbus took the reward
for himself instead.

Arawak Indians wearing small
gold ear ornaments swam out to
greet the new arrivals. Columbus
took some of them prisoner and
forced them to guide him to the
gold’s source. They sailed to an
island that he named Hispafio-
la, now the location of Haiti and
the Dominican Republic.

The natives were, in Colum-
bus’s words, “so naive and so free
with their possessions that no
one who has not witnessed them
would believe it. When you ask
for something they have, they
never say no. To the contrary,
they offer to share with anyone.”
So, Columbus built a fort from
timbers of the wrecked Santa
Maria and began slaughtering
the Arawak who would not give
him what he wanted.

Her persuaded the Spanish
monarchy to finance a new
expedition of 17 ships and
1,200 men. When he couldn’t
find gold, he sent 500 hundred
Arawak to Spain as slaves. Of
these “best specimens,” 200

died in route.
that all

natives 14 years and older be

Columbus ordered

required to produce a quota of
gold each month. Those who
did were given a copper token
to wear about the neck. Those
found without tokens had their
hands cut off and bled to death.
Those who resisted were hung
or burned to death.

After two years, half of His-
pafiola’s 250,000 natives had
died from murder, mutilation,
or suicide. When the Spaniards
accepted that there was no more
gold, they enslaved the Arawak
on huge estates. By 1515, 50,000
Arawak remained alive. By 1550,
there were 500.

I don't imagine that we'll stop
celebrating Columbus Day in
the foreseeable future. But it
would be good if we marked
that date with some humility,
remembering that we get into
trouble when we uncritically
accept broad statements about
other peoples. One example
that comes to mind is Dick
Cheney’s assurances that or-
dinary Iraqis would welcome
American troops with jubi-
lation, liberated oil revenues
would finance the war, and Iraq
would become a Middle East-
ern beacon of democracy.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or
stafl. Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to News@ TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway, Somerville,
MA 02144. The Somerville Times Reserves the right to edit letters for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact information. Contact information will not
be shared with the public. We look forward to hearing from you.

When did the city of Somerville stop
with democracy and become a dicta-
torship? What is this that residents are
being told when & how they can clean
their property? So all the trees that the
City of Somerville planted and do NOT
manage or take care of lose their leaves
and go into our yards, how do you ex-
pect us to gather them up and pick them
up? Is the City going to start cleaning
up all those leaves that fall from those

Those trees are affecting our safety - the
leaves fall, which can cause someone to
slip; the branches are high hitting the
wires yet the city won't trim.

In order to promote the health, safety,
and comfort of its residents, the City of
Somerville is implementing the follow-
ing leaf blower regulations [1] effective
immediately.

AND what about my health and com-

fort during the winter when the school
superintendent has the snowblows sched-
uled between 12 am - 4 am on a Sunday
morning waking up all the residents, have
dump trucks sitting idling on a residen-
tial street at 1 am waiting for 5 inches
of snow to get picked picked. IS anyone
concerned with our health at that time....
What about allowing the school to take
away the parking during snow emergency
leaving people to find parking and walk-
ing blocks away from their howe - that
could be dangerous - not to mention that
wasn't very neighborly of the city, was it.
And it isn't good for my health being
woken up at 4 am by a garbage truck ... so
there should be a regulation about that.
When did the residents stop having
a say or is it just certain residents? I re-
member a time when all residents had a
voice, that the city thought of all residents
not a small population (who only remain

in the city for 1 - 2 years).

So clean an area of MY property which
I pay Property tax, to clear the area so my
86 year old mother doesn't slip, I have to
request an operations plan? Or I have to
break my back and try to sweep up these
leaves (again fall from the city trees which
the city won't take responsibility) ... so
my health is affected.

This regulation is ridiculous, it is unfair
and now you are isolating another busi-
ness type from coming info Somerville.
IS that the goal - to keep all businesses
out of Somerville? Having a regulation
stating that cannot blow leaves into street
/ sidewalk - I get, and having so that loud
noises after 6 pm okay. But there are peo-
ple who work during the week 8 am - 5
pm and cannot work in their yard till the
weekends which includes Sunday, and
some only holidays.

Why are there regulations for residents

without any say for the residents but the
city, school committee can do what they
want, can wake people up at 2 am on a
Holiday for 3 inches of Snow.

A leaf blower isn't going to affect any-
one’s health, let's have some common
sense and practicality - this is just another
ploy to keep businesses out of Somerville
and hope certain residents will leave.

I use to be proud to live in Somerville,
but now what the city government is try-
ing to do is sad and pathetic. I would just
like to give all an FYT - city of Somerville
is not the BackBay ... Somerville is a
working, middle class city.

So I am expecting that the residents will
not be woken up at 2 am by the school
committees snow removal vendor, you

know in order not to affect our health

Unhappy resident,

Donna

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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COMMENTARY

lllustrated by Jim Clark

Somerville proudly celebrates Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

Our View Of The Times

With the passage of time, more and
more cities and states in America are of-
ficially recognizing Indigenous Peoples’
Day in lieu of the traditional observance
of Columbus Day.

Somerville has been onboard for a cou-
ple of years now, and more of our neigh-
boring communities across the Com-
monwealth, including the City of Boston,

are joining in each year.

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 2

And just last week the Biden admin-
istration announced its proclamation
endorsing the nation's adoption of the
occasion. While not yet an official fed-
eral holiday, the move signals the possi-
bility of just such an upgrading in the
foreseeable future.

Not everyone agrees with the abandon-
ment of Columbus Day. Some of those

who are of Italian ancestry in particular

are taking umbrage with the situation,
taking it as a sight to their national her-
itage. This point of view would seem to
be unfairly skewed, however, since the
primary reasons for this relegation have
everything to do with the explorer's own
actions in the New World, and nothing
at all to do with his particular nationality.

As the historical record becomes clearer

over time, we must learn to adapt and re-

vise our perceptions in regards to figures
of historical import.

As Americans we are completely free to
celebrate and honor anyone we wish to. Ei-
ther as a society in its entirely or in smaller
groups who share common interests.

In the meantime, Indigenous Peoples’
Day provides a much needed opportunity
to shed light on a segment of our society
that has for too long been neglected.

Pamelibra Bono Bromberg, Mary
Marshall,
Nelson, Laurie Tierno Johnson, Bill
McCarthy, and Darell Lee Shanafelt a

happy birthday. We hope everyone has a

Ron Sensale, Courtney

great day. To all the others we may have

missed, we sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.

ER R R R R R R R S P TR R R R R R R R R R R
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, the
Somerville Commission for Women,
and RESPOND Inc. invite residents
to join them for the annual Domestic
Violence Vigil on Tuesday, October
26, to remember and honor those who
lost their lives to domestic violence in
2021. The vigil will take place from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Statue Park in
Davis Square.

R R R R R R R R S P P P P R R R R R R R R R R R R R R
The final SomerStreets event of 2021,
Monster Mashed Up, presented by
Parkour Generations Boston and the
Somerville Arts Council, will take place
on Sunday, October 31 (rain date No-
vember 7) from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. out-
side of Union Square on Somerville
Ave. between Hawkins St. to Park Ave,
Get ready for two stages of music. One
stage will be a partnership with School
of Rock and another stage curated by

"PorchFest Staff Picks!" There will also
be spooktacular activities and a Hal-
loween costume parade! RSVP to our

event to receive updates. https://fb.me/
e/1tWFHrniK.

PR R R R R RS T TR E EE
See the latest Somerville case data at
somervillema.gov/covid19dashboard.
Need a COVID test? Go to somervil-
lema.gov/covid19testing to find a test-
ing location.

PR R R R R RS TSR
East Somerville Main Streets and the
Somerville Arts Council will host a
Halloween Block Party and Pet Pa-
rade, Saturday, October 30, from 3:00
p-m. to 6:00 p.m. at Chuckie Harris
Park, 15 Cross At., Somerville. There
will family friendly/all ages events that
you love again this year. Come in cos-
tume ready to party.

KhkkkAk Ak hhkkhhkhkhhkhhkhkbhkhhhhkhhkkk
The City of Somerville has set up two
free flu vaccination clinics for resi-
dents in October that will be open by
appointment. Additional dates will be
added through the fall and winter and
will be posted on somervillema.gov/flu.
Flu clinics are for Somerville community
members ages 3 and up, with or without

health insurance. As a coronavirus safety

measure, attendees must make an ap-
pointment in advance so that staff can
safely manage the flow of those seeking
vaccinations. City flu clinics offer both
the high dose flu vaccine for persons 65
and older and the regular dose flu vac-
cine for those under 65. Pre-registration
at somervillema.gov/flu is required for
all city flu clinics. Be sure to select “Flu
vaccine (influenza)” when scheduling
your appointment. If you need assis-
tance or language support in any lan-
guage to sign up, please call 311 (617-
666-3311). For all clinics, face coverings
must be worn. Those who have health
coverage should bring their insurance
cards (including MassHealth and Medi-
care) with them, but the vaccines are free
to all Somerville residents regardless of
whether they have insurance. Flu vaccine
clinic schedule: Wednesday, October
13 at the East Somerville Community
School at 50 Cross St. from 3:00 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m., and Saturday, October 23
at the Somerville Public Library West
Branch at 40 College Ave. from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
khkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkhkhhkkkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhhkkk

Pfizer vaccine clinic is open to all people
age 12+ will be held at the location be-

low. The vaccines are free, regardless of

immigration status or health insurance.
Identification is not required. The CHA
vaccine site at 176 Somerville Ave. (next
to Target in Union Square) and many
local pharmacies also offer walk-in vac-
cinations. To find out more about these
clinics and where else you can get vacci-
nated, visit somervillema.gov/vaccine. If
you're not vaccinated, make a plan today
to get your shot. Monday, October 18:
City Hall Annex, 50 Evergreen Ave., 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. At-home vaccinations
available: Massachusetts offers in-home
vaccinations for anyone who can't travel
to a vaccination location. To learn more

and sign up for an in-home vaccination,
call (833) 983-0485.

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R S R e
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Ward 2
City Councilor J.T. Scott, Ward 3 City
Councilor Ben Ewen-Campen, and
the Union Square Community De-
sign Team invite you to a virtual public
meeting to share updates on the Union
Square Plaza and Streetscape Rede-
sign project. This transformative pub-
lic space and infrastructure project will
reimagine the Union Square Plaza and
adjoining streetscapes to better serve the
community. Over the summer, the Com-

munity Design Team  Continued on page 10
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Olio -
mixture, hodgepodge

(noun) A miscellaneous

”| The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. The male gypsy moth can smell the virgin female gypsy moth from 8 miles away.
2. Dr. Seuss coined the word nerd in his 1950 book If I Ran The Zoo.

lio

#798

1. In what movie
was there a character

named Mike Myers?

2. Which band from

Iceland was Bjork a
part of in the 80's?

3. For which U.S.
President's inaugu-
ration did Fleetwood
Mac reunite to pet-
form Don't Stop?

4. The Patriots set a
record in Super Bowl
LII with most total
team yards, how many

did they have?

5. The line "If you
build it, he will come”
is from which movie?

6. Who did Winston
Churchill call the

WWII?

7. In The Hunger
Games, how often do

the games happen?

8. What country did
Iraq invade in 1990?

9. What make of car
do The B-52's hop
into in their music

video for Love Shack?

10. What country
uses the gourde as its
currency?

11. What is the name
of a backwards pass in

football?

12. Who played
Andy in The Shaw-
shank Redemption?

Answers on page 15

! "American Carnot” in

SUDOKU

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR

PLLLL
vacations

12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

promo code N7017

1 855-208 9533

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

p ’Z?lenxesllees ingle

le. Onboard Credit requir

re per
ﬂ/ lkean View or Balcony Cabin. Of only, made by 9/30/21. Other te

appy. Ak you rvel Consulat for et

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
HALLOWEEN

ACROSS

1. Hitchcock's 1963 movie, with The
6. Bad-mouth

9.Hor Oin H20, e.g.

13. France's longest river

14. Bauxite, e.g.

15. Opposite of adore

16. Proprietor

17. Quaker Man's cereal

18. Oozes

19. Corpse

21. Bobbing for what?, pl.

23. One time around

24. Bébé's mother

25. General Post Office

28. Actuary's concern

30. Named, in bygone era

35. Not easy

37. Accepted behavior

39. Kitchen floor layer?

40. Northern European capital
41. Ovetly consumed on Halloween?
43. Actress Spelling

44, Nature's rage

46. Bangladeshi currency

47. Colossal

48. Bowling prop

50. Famous Himalayan

52. Bugling ungulate

53. Valedictorian's spot

55. Possessive of "it"

57. Pennywise and Joker, e.g.
60. Traditional Halloween garb
64. Honolulu greeting
65.Costadel

67. Plant fungus

68. Mild and pleasant, weather-wise
69. E.T. transporter

70. Popular spring flower

71. Hole-making tools

72. Young newt

73. Country singer Hill

DOWN
1. Coalition

2. Corn Belt state

Soulution to last week's sudoku puzzle:

CROSSWORD

7

8

‘ ; @@vuu

2-YEAR

_ TV PRICE
GUARANTEE
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo Gode: isk100

1-888-416-7103 v

BRING EVERYTHING

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADDTOYOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

251999
. ‘where. i:imgk

LOVE TOGETHER!

America’s Top 120 Package

$64 190 CHANNELS
chZMos Including Local Channels!

...................

more.

© StatePoint Media

3. Drink garnish

4. Cheerlessness

5. Offered on a platter

6. Door-to-____

7. George Gershwin's brother
8. Plural of seta

9. Cain's biblical brother

10. You, in bygone era

11. Uh-oh

12. Wife's title

15. Facet

20. Actress Linda of "Dynasty” fame
22.Be nosy

24. South American wild cats
25. Bedsheet with holes?

26. Command that follows "cut”
27. Acrylic fiber

29. Show off

31.Low-cal

32. Skip the wedding hoopla

33. State of danger

34. As opposed to treat

36. Small town or hamlet
38. Manufacture

42.2:3,e.g.

45. Carnie's domain

49, Grandmother, for short
51. Reflexive of "it"

54. Question in dispute

56. Parallel grooves
57.Raven's grabber

58. Take it easy

59. Electrical resistance units
60. Blood-related problem
61. Tangerine grapefruit hybrid
62. Castle protector

63. Carve, as in stone

64. Lawyers' league
66."_____ with their head!"

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

oo
N
N
(&)
O

D
(0))

8|1

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Highlanders place

5th at Fort

Devens XC

Invitational Challenge

The Somerville High School Boys and
Girls Cross Country teams traveled to
the military base at Fort Devens last Sat-
urday, to compete in the Fort Devens XC
Invitational Challenge.

A split divisional race format that had
three different challenging race configura-
tions, the Somerville Highlanders placed
5th in the highly competitive field of over
25 teams.

Individual honors were bestowed to the
top 25 in each race, and Highlanders run-
ners garnered nine of these coveted medal
slots, a very impressive achievement.

The team was led by Junior Sam Buck-
ley and Sophomore Atticus Kaye, who
battled to secure 18th and 20th place, re-
spectively, in the premiere Open race.

The 4K race saw senior Calvin Wicks
run his best. After briefly flirting with the

lead at the mile mark, he finished in 8th
place, with rising Sophomore talent Zach
Fellinger in 9th.

The intitial 3K race had Rowan Fer-
guson and Evan Zraket run the best

race of their young careers, slotting in
at 20th and 24th.

The Lady Highlanders were equally
as impressive, with Freshman phenom
Charlotte Johnson clocking in at 6th
place, and Anna Siebler there at 13th. Se-
nior Rio Hunter Black finished in 21st in
the Girls 4K race.

"It's these kinds of meets that bring
out the best in teams, and it's hearten-
ing to see these kids so dedicated and
focused. Both teams are well positioned
for the second half of GBL competi-
tion, and beyond," said Head Coach
Sean Fitzgerald.

~

Tufts Sunday Concert Series:
Bach and the early 20th century

The Tufts University Department of Music presents Tufts Sunday Concert Se-
ries: Bach and the early 20th century at Distler Performance Hall at the Perry
and Marty Granoff Music Center on Sunday, November 7 at 3:00 p.m. Pianist
Andrew Rangell plays works by Webern, Berg, Scriabin, and others, interspersed
with preludes and fugues from Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book 2.

The Granoff Music Center is located at 20 Talbot Avenue on Tufts’ Medford/
Somerville campus. Admission is free. Due to COVID regulations, live audienc-
es at Tufts Music events are restricted to individuals with a Tufts ID only who
have filled out the Daily COVID-19.

Treasury Department Launches

Online Self-Service Tool

The City of Somervilles Treasury Department launched Citizen
Self-Service (CSS), an online tool that allows residents to look up and
access bill information. Residents can now view real estate tax bills, wa-
ter and sewer bills, and personal property tax bills online, in real time,
24/7. CSS also allows residents to see official City records and check
their payment history directly, and it links to City Hall Systems, the
City’s online payment vendor, enabling easy payment access that is safe,
secure, and free of charge if a checking account is used as the payment
method.

To use CSS, visit somervillema.gov/treasury.

We Are In It To Win It!
On November 2nd
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LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Elm Court, LLC, to Athas Capital Group, Inc.,
dated March 5, 2019, and recorded with the Middlesex South Registry
of Deeds in Book 72305, at page 398, as assigned to The Rama Fund,
LLC, by assignment recorded on March 29, 2019, in said Deeds in Book
72400, at page 204, and as further assigned to PS Funding, Inc., by
assignment recorded on April 11, 2019, in said Deeds in Book 72443,
at page 93, and as further assigned to Wilmington Trust, National As-
sociation, not in its individual capacity, but solely as Trustee of MFRA
TRUST 2016-1, by assignment dated July 21, 2020, recorded on August
10, 2020, in said Deeds in Book 75328, at page 438, of which mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder, for breach of the conditions of
said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at One o'clock PM, on the 4th day of November A.D.,
2021, on the premises below described being known as 111 Elm Street,
Somerville, Massachusetts, all and singular the premises described in
said mortgage as set forth below:

To wit: “A certain parcel of land together with the buildings
thereon situated in the City of Somerville, Middlesex County, Massa-
chusetts, and being lot numbered 27 on a plan of land entitled "Plan of
Land in Somerville, belonging to Timothy Tufts arranged and numbered
by LR.W., May 6, 1890" which plan is recorded with Middlesex South
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 62, Plan 39. Said land is bounded and
described as follows:

SOUTHWESTERLY by EIm Street, eighty-six and 01/100 (86.01) feet;
NORTHWESTERLY by land now or formerly of Wentworth, Trustee, fif-
ty-one and 47/100 (51.47) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY by lot numbered 26 on said plan, seventy-seven
88/100 (77.88) feet; SOUTHEASTERLY by Hancock Street, eighty-seven
and 96/100 (87.96) feet. Containing 5,429 square feet more or less, ac-
cording to said plan of land.

Subject to restrictions of record insofar as the same are now in force
and applicable, Said premises are conveyed subject to and with the
benefit of easements and restrictions of record insofar as the same are
now in force and applicable.

APN: 030-C. 00019-000000
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 111 ELM STREET, SOMERVILLE, MA 02144"

The above premises will be sold subject as above and to the fol-
lowing: any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal assessments and
liens; any and all outstanding water and/or sewer charges; any and all
covenants, easements, restrictions, rights, reservations, conditions
and/or other enforceable encumbrances of record created prior to the
mortgage; and to all tenancies and/or rights of parties in possession, if
any of the aforesaid there be.

Terms: Thirty-five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($35,000.00) will
be required to be paid in cash or by certified check by the purchaser at
the time and place of sale as earnest money, with an additional deposit
to be paid within five (5) business days after the sale to bring the total
deposit to five percent (5%) of the successful bid price. The successful
bidder (other than the mortgagee) shall also be responsible for a five
percent (5%) buyer's commission payable to the auctioneer at the time
of closing. The balance of all amounts due is to be paid in cash or by
certified check within thirty (30) days of the sale at the Law Offices of
Ford & Paulekas, LLP, 280 Trumbull Street, Hartford, CT 06103. Other
terms, if any, to be announced at the sale.

WILMINGTON TRUST, N.A., NOT IN

ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE OF MFRA TRUST 2016-1
Present Holder of Said Mortgage

By: /s/David A. Hill, Jr.
David A. Hill, Jr.
Its Attorney

Attorneys for Mortgagee:
Ford & Paulekas, LLP
280 Trumbull Street
Hartford, CT 06103

(860) 527-0400

Dated: October 6, 2021
10/13/21 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

GEORGE J. PROAKIS, AICP
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE

Inaccordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40C, the Somerville Historic Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC) shall hold a public hearing on MONDAY,

November 1, 2021 at 6:45 p.m. regarding the proposal to create the
Upper Central Street Local Historic District (LHD).

The purpose of this hearing is to allow for public comment regarding
the creation of this district. Written comments should be submitted to
historic@somervillema.gov prior to the hearing date.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this public hearing of the
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will be conducted via remote
participation. An audio recording of these proceedings will be avail-
able upon request to historic@somervillema.gov.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2318812167051438095

Webinar ID: 924-807-579
TOCALLIN

Phone Number: 1(914) 614-3221

Access Code: 206-933-785

10/13/21 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded from our website:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

NOTICE OF ACTION
Middlesex County

BEFORE THE BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
IN RE: The certificate to practice as an Emergency Medical Technician

Joseph R. Merry, Jr.
333 Great River Road #527
Somerville, MA 02145

17 Florence Street, Apt. 287
Malden, MA 02148-3983

150 Rivers Edge Drive, Apt. 408
Medford, MA 02155-5448

CASE NO.: 2020-24237
LICENSE NO.: EMT569778

The Department of Health has filed an Administrative Complaint
against you, a copy of which may be obtained by contacting, Kimberly
Marshall, Assistant General Counsel, Prosecution Services Unit, 4052
Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C65, Tallahassee Florida 32399-3265, (850)
558-9810.

If no contact has been made by you concerning the above by No-
vember 3, 2021 the matter of the Administrative Complaint will be pre-
sented at an ensuing meeting of the Bureau of Emergency Medical
Services in an informal proceeding.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons
needing a special accommodation to participate in this proceeding
should contact the individual or agency sending this notice not later
than seven days prior to the proceeding at the address given on the
notice. Telephone: (850) 245-4640, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or 1-800-955-
8770 (V), via Florida Relay Service.

9/22/21, 9/29/21, 10/6/21, 10/13/21 The Somerville Times

The SomervilleTimes
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Coalition kick-off for
two ballot campaigns

Somerville Stands Together, a coalition of commu-
nity, environmental, and labor organizations will
launch its grassroots effort to pass the Fair Share
Amendment and oppose Uber, Lyft and other Big
Tech companies' Prop 22 clone ballot measure. Both
measures will be on the November 2022 ballot.

If passed, the Fair Share Amendment would tax
incomes above $1 million and raise approximate-
ly $2 billion a year for spending on transportation
and public education. If passed, Big Tech's Prop 22
clone would undermine the rights and benefits of
workers, shield companies like Uber and Lyft from
liability to their customers, and makes Massachu-
setts taxpayers pick up the tab.

“The same billionaires and millionaires who sup-
port the Uber Lyft initiative will be pouring dark
money against the Fair Share amendment into
Massachusetts,” said Marianne Walles, an SEIU
Local 509 member and long-time Somerville res-
ident. “That’s why we have to get out to talk with
voters eatly, before the deceptive and hugely expen-
sive advertising blitz begins.”

On Wednesday, October 13 at 5:30 p.m., Somer-
ville Stands Together coalition leaders (and many
others) will gather in Davis Square’s Statue Park
to pick up pledge cards to enlist members of their
respective organizations to support the campaign.

RSVP on Facebook here.

“We're stepping up to be part of this campaign be-
cause we know how important it is to raise new
revenue and to defeat the Prop 22 initiative,” said
Rand Wilson, a union organizer and community
activist, “We also know that the billionaire class is
preparing to spend millions for their side to win.
That's why we aren't waiting for that vote to start
building our campaign in Somerville that will take
the Fair Share Amendment over the finish line
and stop the big tech ballot initiative in its tracks
next November.”

To advertise in The Somerville
Times call 857-488-5138
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launched a research and engagement
campaign and collected feedback from
more than 800 people. This meeting will
summarize key findings from the com-
munity outreach process thus far and
present preliminary design possibilities
for the future Union Square. Meeting
attendees will be able to ask questions
and provide input. The presentation
will also be posted on the project web-
site after the meeting, along with addi-
tional opportunities to share feedback.
The meeting will take place Wednesday,
October 20, at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom. To
learn more about the project and regis-
ter to attend, visit somervillema.gov/

UnionSqRedesign.
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The Somerville Council on Aging is
holding Arts & Crafts — Friday, Octo-
ber 22 at 10:00 a.m. — at the Ralph &
Jenny Center located at 9 New Wash-
ington Street (behind the Holiday Inn).
Join in as they decorate and paint pump-
kins. Please RSVP to Maureen Bastar-
di at 617-625-6600 ext. 2335 or email
her at mbastardi@somervillema.gov.
Space is limited and masks are required.
AXXXXXA AL LA A A AR A AR AR XXX XXX XKLL
The Somerville City Council has passed
a new ordinance that sets guidelines for
when and how leaf blowers may be used
within the city. With the fall season now
here, community members are urged
to familiarize themselves with the new
rules, which apply to all users including

the city and city contractors, residents,
commercial properties, and landscaping
or property maintenance companies that
deploy leaf blowers. A full copy of the
ordinance and regulations can be found
at somervillema.gov/leafblower
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The Board of Health
(BOH) approved a face-covering man-

Somerville

date for all indoor public places. The
mandate applies to anyone two or older,
and face coverings can be removed when
people are actively eating or drinking.
Masks should have a snug fit and cover
the nose and mouth. The order can be
read at https://www.somervillema.gov/
sites/default/files/COVID-19-Mask-
Order-Proposed-8.21.pdf.

The Somerville High Class of 1971 is
looking for classmates for their 50th re-
union on Saturday, October 23, at An-
thony's Function Hall in Malden from
7:00 to 11:00 p.m. The price is $65 per
person. Please contact Rosalie DeLu-
cia or Jimmy Del Ponte, or the SHS71
page on Facebook for more information.
Wave high your guilded banners as SHS
71 celebrates their 50th!
KEAXXAAAK KA AKX KA AKX KA AKX KA AKX KAk XKk

Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF
copy of the paper.
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Women's stories of resistance told through art

By Michelle Tian

An
awaits at the Brickbottom Gal-
lery, the (Re)Sisters: Speaking
Up, Speaking Out exhibit. The

gallery’s white walls are dec-

unexpected  attraction

orated with artistic pictures
of uteruses, interpretations of
the word “resistance” and an
array of feminine accessories
and clothing like purses and
multi-colored dresses.

The exhibit opened on Sep-
tember 11, 2021 and pays hom-
age to the women’s issues that
have arisen in the past year, from
the disproportionate effects of
COVID-19 to the recent abor-
tion ban in Texas.

Pamela Bower-Basso, one of
the two curators of the exhibit,
said the collection of pieces came
together in response to a variety
of political events, including the
2016 election.

“I started doing a lot of art
work around that time that
connected with the sexism and
misogynistic rhetoric that was
coming out of the campaign and
then the election,” Bower-Basso
said. “So, politics, I would say,
had a big impact on how this
show came about.”

The exhibit’s title, (Re)Sisters,

is a play on words that focuses

on women as resistors. Bow-
er-Basso said the exhibit’s main
theme highlights the struggle
to secure reproductive rights
while also displaying artwork
related to the fight for women’s
rights in general.

Recalling the day the exhibit
opened, Caitlin Doering, the
second of the two curators of
the collection, said it was a big
moment to be able to stand in
one room with women who
had all been impacted by sex-
ism and were passionate about
the same topic.

“Everybody was coming from
a partially shared experience,
Doering said. “It was really in-
teresting and powerful to be
able to network and talk about
experiences with a group of fe-
male artists.”

Azita Moradkhani, one of the

participating  artists, created

a drawing of pink underwear
stained with blood. She said it
was based on her impression of
walking into a Victoria’s Secret
store for the first time in Boston
after moving from her home-
town of Tehran, Iran.

“I was thinking about the pow-
er of censorship and oppression
and female bodies,” Moradkhani
said.“That was the starting point
for me, thinking about the ideas

of private versus public, pleasure
versus pain.”

Moradkhani said she wanted
to highlight the power and range
of the vagina because, “one of the
most amazing things happen on
that part of the body [which is
childbirth],” yet it is also the tar-
get of “violence and rape.”

One of the other pieces that
also focused on reproductivi-
ty was a photograph of Thalia
Berard, an artist whose work
is also showcased in the exhib-
it. In the picture, Berard sits in
front of the statehouse with her
legs wide open and the words
“Mind Your Own Business”
sewn into her jeans.

Berard said the piece was
meant to highlight her be-
ing pro-choice. The work was
originally inspired by a protest
poem called If My Vagina Was
a Gun.

“[The piece] is in favor of
women being able to be wom-
en and other people who have
vaginas being able to have an
abortion if they would like
one,” Berard said.

Berard added that she creat-
ed her piece of art to express
the oppression she felt from
the Trump administration. She
hoped that her work “would not
need to be as relevant going for-

D

"(Re)Sisters: Speaking Up, Speaking Out” exhibit at Brickbottom Gallery.

ward.” But she recognizes that’s
not the case.

“Women and people living in
the south are still dealing with
these ridiculous laws being
passed,” Berard said. “Unfortu-
nately, it's very relevant to today.”

Growing up in Iran, Morad-
khani didnt have a chance to
learn much about feminism so,
when she immigrated to the
United States in 2012, she was
“shocked to the bones” to learn
that this country was still deal-
ing with abortion rights.

“You can shoot a person in the
United States if they enter your
house without your permission,”
Moradkhani said. “But if you
have something in your body,

you don't have the right to de-
cide about it. Someone else, and
probably a guy, should decide.”
Moradkhani she
“honored to be a part of this

said was
show,” and talked about her in-
spiration for participating in an
exhibit highlighting the power
of femininity.

“I'm different from a man in
many ways,” Moradkhani said.
“But we are equal, and that’s
the most important thing for
me to express and explain in
my words.”

(Re)Sisters: Speaking Up, Speak-
ing Out through October 16,
2021, Brickbottom Gallery, 1
Fitchburg St., Somerville, MA
02143 (617) 776-3410.

What Does Resistance Mean To You?

”,

“What Does Resistance Mean To You?”; “Resistance is Existence”; “The power to make change”

Thalia Berard:“Mind Your Own Business”

Nina Fletcher: Artistic interpretations of the uterus.
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SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS:

UPCOMING EVENTS

Game Club - starting Monday, October 18 and
every Monday following from 9:00 a.m. until
10:00 a.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located
at 9 New Washington Street (behind the Holiday
Inn.) Please join us as we play a wide variety of
board and card games. Please RSVP to Maureen
Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email
Maureen at mbastardi@somervillema.gov.

Nutrition Classes — In-person, Mondays at 12:30
p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9
New Washington Street and Wednesdays at 10:00
a.m. at our Holland Street Center located at 167
Holland Street. Virtual classes are offered Monday
at 1Tam via Zoom. New and returning members
are welcome! To RSVP please call Mary Marshall at
617-625-6600, ext. 2316 or email her at headto-
fitness10@yahoo.com. Masks are required.

Ageless Grace Program — Ageless Grace is a
fitness and wellness program consisting of 21
simple exercise tools designed for all ages and
abilities. These exercises, based on everyday
movements, focus on the healthy longevity of the
body and mind. Classes are held via Zoom. Please
contact Chris at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315 or email
ckowaleski@somervillema.gov with any questions
or for additional information.

Walking Group - Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The walk-
ing group will meet in front of the Holland Street
Center and will enjoy walks through area neigh-
borhoods. All classes and groups will be limited
to 8 participants and will follow City of Somerville
social distancing and mask policy. Pre-registra-
tion is required. For additional info or to register
for one of the above programs, contact Chris

by email at ckowaleski@somervillema.gov or by
phone at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315.

English Conversation — Every Monday at 10:30
a.m. at the Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9
New Washington Street (Behind the Holiday Inn.)
Meet people from all over the world as we dis-
cuss a range of topics. No books — no test — Just
friendly conversation. This program is in person;
pre-registration is required as space is limited.
Please contact Maureen Bastardi, Program Coor-
dinator at MBastardi@Somervillema.gov or 617-
625-6600, ext. 2335 to RSVP.

Forest Flow Mindfulness with Libby Curtis
Webb - Monday, October 25 at 12:00 p.m.
at the Holland Street Center. Come join us for

BoRBY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

fall morning of gentle exercise and mindful-
ness. Whether you are new to spending time

in nature or are a seasoned tree hugger, our
approach to finding flow in the forest is safe,
supportive, and inclusive. All Forest Flow experi-
ences include gentle body and mind warmups,
walking with awareness, nature meditation,
and group reflection. By practicing mindfulness
in nature, we bring attention to our inner life
and build compassionate engagement with the
natural world. Nature therapy benefits include:
Relieves stress and anxiety, improves mood,
boosts immunity and cultivates feelings of hap-
piness. Please call Debby Higgins at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov or 617-625-6600 ext. 2321
to reserve your spot.

Ralph & Jenny Bingo with Grab n” Go Lunch

— Tuesdays, October 12, 19 and 26 - Located at
9 New Washington Street (Behind the Holiday
Inn.) Join us for in-person Bingo! Pre-registration
is required as space is limited. Please contact
Connie Lorenti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319 to
RSVP. Masks will be required. Grab and go lunch
available following Bingo.

ONGOING EVENTS

Taxi Rides - Do you need a ride? The COA has

a program just for you. Taxi Rides for Somerville
Residents 60 and Over Rides can be used for:
Grocery Shopping in Somerville Pharmacy Pre-
scription pick up in Somerville, Routine Medical
Appointments in the follow areas: Somerville,
Cambr idge, Medford, Boston or the V.A. in Ja-
maica Plain or West Roxbury. Two Days Advanced
Notice Required. For more info, please call Connie
Lorenti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319.

Friendly Caller Program - Looking for a way to
practice social distancing but still remain con-
nected to other people? Look no further than
the Somerville Council on Aging's Friendly Phone
Caller program. We have many wonderful volun-
teers who are waiting to give you a call. Whether
you are looking to make a new friend or would
just like a friendly chat to look forward to every
week, this program has you covered. Call Natasha
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn more about
the program and to sign up.

EXERCISE
VIRTUAL FIT-4-LIFE SCHEDULE
Mondays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise

My boss told me to have a good day,

so | went home.

The "Original"

/1 ¥
%ﬁ) On s @@ 170

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise
Thursdays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. = LBT Fit-4-Life Zoom Exercise
Fit-4-Life YouTube

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video # 1: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=4hd26HjpwBI&t=68s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #2: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=QwHfyoEZaws&t=247s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Fcl2eBSS024 &t=158s

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #4: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7EDtaldYSz0

Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #5: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AAnwfwGybTI

OUTDOOR EXERCISE PROGRAM
Mondays at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.
OUTDOOR WALKING GROUP
Fridays at 9:30 a.m.

Somerville City Cable

RCN = 13/Comcast = 22

The Fit-4-Life Exercise Show = Daily at 11:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m.

Yoga YouTube

Yoga with Janine video #1: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=vDGF_EEbqFO&t=130s

Yoga with Janine video #3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6Zezcj9XXBU

For questions or to register for a Fit-4-Life
Zoom exercise class, please contact Chris at
CKowaleski@somervillema.gov or call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2315.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page - often
updated by Debby or Maureen. Informative,
entertaining, lots of photos and updates. Visit
our page at https://www.facebook.com/Somer-
villeCOA/

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our

monthly newsletter and daily tips please contact
Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or
email Maureen at MBastardi@Somervillema.gov.

If you would like to become part of our Google
Group please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at DHiggins@
Somervillema.gov

October 13

0054 — Nero succeeds his great uncle Claudius as the new emperor of Rome.

1307 — Members of the Knights of Templar are arrested throughout France,
imprisoned and tortured by the order of King Philip the Fair of France.

1670 — Virginia passes a law that blacks arriving in the colonies as Christians

To advertise in
The

cannot be used as slaves.

All Types Vent Gleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning

1775 — The Continental Congress authorizes construction of two warships,
thus instituting an American naval force.

(]
Power Washing so mervi I Ie 1792 — President George Washington lays the cornerstone for the White House.
Li(_:ensed and Insured Times 1849 — The California state constitution, which prohibits slavery, is signed
in Massachusetts in Monterey.
We travel all over Cal I 1903 — Boston defeats Pittsburgh in baseball’s first World Series.
Massachusetts B bb' T 1904 - Si d Freud's The I ion of D is published
. — Sigmund Freud's The Interpretation of Dreams is published.
el UV LI © ‘e foner 2010 — After bei d d f d69d 1133 mi di
our weekly specials! 8 5 7_ 488- 5 1 3 8 — After being underground for a recor ays, a miners trapped in

a Copiapo, Chile, mine are rescued.

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761
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CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled-it doesn't matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 844-813-0213

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP LLCTimeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in
2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare!
Free Consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call
855-428-7954

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI!
Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-
6790.The Mission, Program
Information andTuition is
lo-cated at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information.
(M-F 8-6 ET)

FOR RENT

TRAVELINGTO DISNEY?
Enjoy multiple pools, min-
iature golf, water park and
more in 2-bedroom condo
at Orange Lake Country
Club. Christmas weeks 51 &
52 available. Email carol@
actionunlimited.com for
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

DOYOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN? If you
have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace
at little to no cost. Get yours
today! Call 1-800-217-0504

OXYGEN-Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping!
100% guaran-teed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928

Those homemade Halloween costumes

Hablamos Espanol

Dental insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real in-surance
- not a discount plan. Get
your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Stroke & Cardiovascular
disease are leading caus-
es of death according to
the AHA. Screen-ings can
provide peace of mind or
early detection! Call Life
Line Screening to schedule
a screening. Special offer 5
screenings for $149. 1-833-
549-4540

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
674-1423

DEALING WITH WATER
DAMAGE requires immedi-
ate action. Local profession-
als that respond immediate-
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No
Mold Calls. 1-800-506-3367

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-833-800-0411

DISHTV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some Restrictions Apply.
Promo Expires 1/21/22.
1-877-925-7371

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced

debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-723-0883

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide backup
power during utility power
outages so your home and
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions.
1-877-378-1582

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET Finally, no hard
data limits! CallToday for
speeds up to 2bmbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card,
terms apply. 1-855-703-0743

INVENTORS-FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the
Research & Development
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-855-380-
5976 for a Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your idea for
a free consultation.

STAY INYOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including

a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-866-
945-3783 or visit www.walk-
intubquote.com/pennysaver

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage sys-
tem. Save money, reduce
reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your
home. Full installation
services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no
obligation quote. 1-855-270-
3785

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power
during power outages, so
your home & family stay
safe & comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-yr extended
warranty $695 value! Re-
quest a free quote today!
Call for terms & conditions.
1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protec-tion. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events,
sports & on demand titles.
No contract/commitment.
1-866-825-6523

New authors wanted!

Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free
author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1
TB of data/mo. Ask how to
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-
796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't
wait! Protect your family,
your home, your assets
NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 866-409-0308

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Update your home with
beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home esti-
mates make it con-venient
to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Free
con-sultation: 877-212-7578.
Ask about our specials!

Long distance moving: Call
for a free quote from Amer-
ica’s MostTrusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take the
stress out of moving! Speak
to a relocation specialist

CONT. FROM PG 3

888-721-2194

HughesNet - Finally, su-
per-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps
just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video.
BundleTV & Internet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-
0141

DISHTV $64.99 for 190 chan-
nels + $14.95 high speed
internet. Free installation,
smart HD DVR included, free
voice remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo expires
1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for
Mom simplifies the process
of finding senior living at
no cost to your family. Call
1-833-386-1995 today!

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to PO.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
sup-ply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients es-tablish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID, or
credit card num-bers. Also
beware of ads that claim

to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that
if a credit repair company
does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not
reach Canada.

one of my favorites, but I've won or
placed in many, many contests. I abso-
lutely love Halloween and going to par-

ties dressed up!”

“Marty McFly and Doc Brown.”

My mom made me up as a Chinese
doll in a brocade silk kimono (which
she made). Braided my hair, perfect
makeup, shoes, head piece. A cute doll I

might add. Lol”

The third worst part of Halloween was

goody bag.

I wanted to dress as Zorro around 1959
and my parents bought the hat, mask,

brown shoes I wore with my white holy

communion suit!

getting a piece of fruit that crushes your
candy bars when it's dropped into your

and cape but wouldn't get me the sword.
They thought it was too dangerous so
I ended up with a small plastic knife.
Lame! The experience was much like the

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Return of the HONK! festival of activist street bands

The 16th annual HONK! Festival returned to the streets of Somerville last Saturday with its signature spirit of joy and justice in a new, hyperlocal format. The festival

featured multiple neighborhood events cosponsored by grassroots community organizations across Greater Boston. HONK! performers joined activist groups in their
own neighborhoods, playing music and raising awareness for arts and social justice causes. More than 15 local brass and percussion bands took to parks, squares, and
street corners across Somerville, Boston, Cambridge, and Chelsea. The day kicked off at Somerville’s Seven Hills Park with a performance by the Second Line Brass
Band and tributes to Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone and Somerville Olympian Phil Reavis, St. The Uncivil Servants, a new band featuring Mayor Curtatone and City of
Somerville staffers played later in the evening. — Photos by Claudia Ferro
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edited by Doug Holder

"My name is Casey Allen and I'm a stu-
dent at Endicott College. Here's a little
bit about me. I am nineteen years old
and I'm from Burlington Vermont. Be-
ing away from home is complicated but
I'm settling in nicely in Beverly. Another
thing to know about me is that winter is
my favorite season. There's nothing like
the first snowfall complete with a warm hot chocolate. There's
a wholeness to the little things in winter that fall together that
make it my favorite season.’

Moth a million

I ripped off their wing believing they would still fly,
little did I know I took away their freedom of the sky.
It's my deepest regret of a childish claim,

but now that moth will suffer through wind and rain.
I took apart an essential part of who they are, of where
they start--

the paper-thin wing in my hand, floats away....

It's gone with the wind and all I am left with is a feeling
of sin.

It's so light and fragile as it drifts away

The moth remains, dying from the pain....

The one-winged moth will live out the rest of its day
Knowing it will suffer through wind and rain.

A once peaceful promise seems like a joke,

You'll be fine! Was the last promise I ever spoke.

I'm sorry for the moth where it is now

Even decomposed within the earth,

You must dream of the sky

and a world of hurt.

— Casey Allen

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

From page 8

Ms. Camss

. Field of Dreams
. George Marshall

11. Lateral
12. Tim Robbins

Answers
1. Halloween 7. Once a year
2. Sugarcubes 8. Kuwait
3. Bill Clinton 9. Chrysler
4. 613 Yards 10. Haiti
5
6

OFF THE SHELF

New Somerville

announced by Somerville Poet

by Doug Holder

poet anthology

Lloyd Schwartz

I received this letter from Somerville Poet Laureate
Lloyd Schwartz.
Somerville poets to be published. Please check it out:

It is a fine opportunity for young

As a poet myself, who has lived in Somerville for
many years, I was honored to be named Somer-
ville's Poet Laureate, the person who's in charge
of spreading the word about the importance of
poetry in all our lives. I've been discovering that
some really good poems are being written by our
younger citizens—high school students and even
students younger than that.

This year I was one of 23 American poets from
around the entire country to be awarded a “Poets
Laureate Fellowship” from the Academy of Ameri-
can Poets, which provided me with some money to
fund a variety of programs related to poetry.

The one I'm most excited about is the creation
of an anthology of poem by younger Somerville
poets, 6th through 12 grades. I've met some of
you and I'm very impressed with how good your
poems are. So, I'd like to invite all Somerville stu-
dents, from grade 6 through high school seniors
to write poems about some aspect or quality of
Somerville. It could be about your experience
of living in or moving to Somerville, your room,
your house, your neighborhood, your friends and
neighbors, what you see from your window, where
you like to hang out or eat, Somerville’s diversity,
or even something about Somerville’s fascinating
history (like the Nunnery Grounds, Paul Revere’s
ride, or even how Somerville got its name). Your
poems could be about what you like about Somer-
ville, what you don't like about Somerville, or how
you think Somerville could be better.

What interests you about Somerville that you

could write a poem about?

Could you please send me one, two, or three po-
ems to somervillepoet@gmail.com? A committee
will help me select up to three of your submitted
poems to be published in a book called The View
from Somerville: Somerville Poems by Somerville
Students. Contributors would each receive 20 cop-
ies of the book, which you could sell for whatever
price you chose (say $15 or $20) or give as gifts.
You'd be a published poet!

Please submit your poems by November 18, and
I will get back to you as soon as possible after that
date. I know you will have some great poems and I
look forward to seeing them!

Sincerely,
Lloyd Schwartz
Somerville Poet Laureate

This publication is made possible by the Academy
of American Poets with funds from the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation.

New Commodity Supplemental
Food Program for elders delivers

AL A 4ot i

SCES volunteer Irene Carmen prepares to make deliveries for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). Offered

through a partnership with the Greater Boston Food Bank, the program provides two bags of groceries each month. CSFP is
open to Cambridge and Somerville residents age 60 and over who meet income eligibility requirements. They are also still seek-
ing Volunteers to help with the program. Call 617-628-2601 or email info@eldercare.org for more information.
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To advertise in our Business Directory,
call or fax.

Phone: 617-666-4010
Fax: 617-628-0422

Let your customers find you in Somerville’s
most widely read newspaper!

The SomervilleTimes
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DIRECTORY
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" Len Ferrari
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Cell: 781.608.5008
Office: 617.623.6600
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Cbmn';;:ré:iaiiResideﬁtial
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Steve Dervishian __=

78 Plymouth Road R
Malden MA 02148

centraldisposal@comcast.net &
617-967-5792
Est. 1984

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
Michael LaRosa
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200

FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net
424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Retige Lomen (14

Moénica Calvo, Realtor #
(617)605-3308

monicacalvoprestige@gmail.com

—

Jusceha LoRusso
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@
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CENTURY 21

North East
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699 Broadway
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www.c21ne.com
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The official real estate company of the Boston Bruins

% Closed Wednesday
/‘ Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
4 Men & Boys Haircuts

_é

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

“Best Somerville Barber”

HOMES
N

Josue Velney
Director of Acquisitions

WE BUY HOUSES

ANY CONDITION CASH & FAST

617-684-5363

Josue@WinterHillHomes.com
www.WinterHill[Homes.com

Sell your
house today!

“We’ll sell your house fast!”

==

~ Notary Public ~ Justice of the Peace ~

MARIE HOWE
REAL ESTATE

617-666-4040
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Denise Cosby
' Gales Associate
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Office: 617.623.6600
dcosby@c21ne.com
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T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing - Heating
* Gas Fitting * Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
» Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

Telephone:
(617) 625-2244
(617) 625-4344

Fax:
(617) 625-4350

EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

To advertise in
The Somerville Times
call Bobbie Toner: 617-666-4 010

Martin B. Dropkin

Nancy G. Matza
Tel: 617-623-4600

Attorneys at Law
Fax: 617-625-7315

DROPKIN & MATZA LLP

Attorneys at Law

424 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145
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Family Law
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Elder Law
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