
 

 

 
 
The Honorable Governor Baker  
Office of the Governor 
24 Beacon St., Room 280 
Boston, MA 02133 
 
March 31, 2021 

 

Dear Governor Baker,  

We write to you today as concerned legislators regarding the timeline for eligibility for vaccine for 
Massachusetts residents. We respectfully request that you include individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD) and their caregivers in Phase 2 of the Commonwealth’s COVID-19 
vaccine distribution.   

We appreciate phasing vaccines to prioritize the most vulnerable populations being vaccinated as 
quickly as possible. This phased approach has been successful in Massachusetts, where at least 68% of 
the population older than 75 and about 90% of long-term care residents have received vaccines.   

The COVID-19 pandemic severely and devastatingly impacted people with I/DD. Over the last year, 
medical professionals have confirmed that the COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately impacted 
people living with disabilities. Research shows that I/DD, Autism, Down syndrome, Neurological 
conditions, and Acquired Brain Injury all increase an individual’s risk of serious complications and 
death from COVID-19. In addition, many people with disabilities have experienced difficulty engaging in 
preventative health measures and disruptions to health services they normally rely on as a result of the 
pandemic.  

Recent studies on the impacts of COVID-19 on individuals with intellectual disabilities have found that 
having an intellectual disability is the greatest risk factor, other than age, associated with COVID-19 
deaths. A general lack of COVID-19 data collection on people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities means we have yet to accurately capture the true impact the pandemic has had on this 
population. 

Despite ample research indicating the chances of dying from COVID-19 are higher for those with an 
intellectual disability than they are for people with congestive heart failure, kidney disease or lung 
disease, the CDC and the Commonwealth’s Covid-19 Task Force have failed to prioritize these conditions 
in the state’s vaccination phases. Thus, there is an urgent need to prioritize persons with I/DD for the 
Covid-19 vaccine. 

It is also imperative we prioritize the vaccination of caregivers for persons with I/DD, just as caregivers 
for the elderly have already been made eligible for vaccination. We have received numerous requests 



from our constituents to expand vaccine eligibility to both individuals with I/DD and their caregivers to 
ensure their safety, keep our communities safe, and reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

These compelling findings on the vulnerability of people with I/DD makes it critical that we prioritize 
them, and their caregivers, to ensure that they can safely get vaccines. Thank you for your consideration 
of including people with I/DD in Phase 2 of the state’s vaccination plan.  

Sincerely, 

 
Christine Barber 
State Representative   
34th Middlesex District 
 
James O’Day 
State Representative 
14th Worcester District  
 
Sean Garballey 
State Representative 
23rd Middlesex District  
 
Paul Donato   
State Representative  
35th Middlesex District 
 
Michael Day   
State Representative  
31st Middlesex District 
 
Steven Ultrino   
State Representative  
33rd Middlesex District 
 
James Arciero  
State Representative  
2nd Middlesex District 
 
Lindsay Sabadosa  
State Representative  
1st Hampshire District 
 
Kathleen LaNatra   
State Representative  
12th Plymouth District 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Joan B. Lovely 
State Senator 
2nd Essex 
 
Mindy Domb 
State Representative 
3rd Hampshire District 
 
Jack Patrick Lewis   
State Representative  
7th Middlesex District 
 
Jessica Ann Giannino  
State Representative  
16th Suffolk District 
 
Joan Meschino  
State Representative  
3rd Plymouth District 
 
Antonio F. D. Cabral   
State Representative  
13th Bristol District 
 
Danillo Sena  
State Representative  
37th Middlesex District 
 
Michael P. Kushmerek  
State Representative  
3rd Worcester District 
 
Natalie M. Blais  
State Representative  
1st Franklin District 
 
 
 



Christopher Hendricks  
State Representative  
11th Bristol District 
 
Bradley Jones  
State Representative  
20th Middlesex District 
 
Steven Owens  
State Representative  
29th Middlesex District 
 
Adam J. Scanlon  
State Representative  
14th Bristol District 
 
Michelle Ciccolo  
State Representative  
15th Middlesex District 
 
Nika Elugardo  
State Representative  
15th Suffolk District 
 
John Barrett III  
State Representative  
1st Berkshire District 
 
Carolyn C. Dykema  
State Representative  
8th Middlesex District 
 
Denise C. Garlick  
State Representative  
13th Norfolk District 
 
Daniel R. Carey  
State Representative  
2nd Hampshire District 
 
Rob Consalvo  
State Representative  
14th Suffolk District 
 
Alice Hanlon Peisch  
State Representative  
14th Norfolk District 
 

Tackey Chan  
State Representative  
2nd Norfolk District 
 
Steven G. Xiarhos   
State Representative  
5th Barnstable District 
 
Carol Doherty  
State Representative  
3rd Bristol District 
 
Brian W. Murray  
State Representative  
10th Worcester District 
 
Michael Finn  
State Representative  
6th Hampden District 
 
Kevin G. Honan  
State Representative  
17th Suffolk District 
 
Linda Dean Campbell  
State Representative  
15th Essex District 
 
Paul Tucker  
State Representative  
7th Essex District 
 
Jacob Oliveira  
State Representative  
7th Hampden District 
 
Patricia Haddad   
State Representative  
5th Bristol District 
 
Edward R. Philips  
State Representative  
8th Norfolk District 
 
Carlos González  
State Representative  
10th Hampden District 
 



Sally Kerans  
State Representative  
13th Essex District 
 
Lori Ehrlich  
State Representative  
8th Essex District 
 
Andy X. Vargas  
State Representative  
3rd Essex District 
 
Richard M. Haggerty  
State Representative  
30th Middlesex District 
 
Maria Duaime Robinson  
State Representative  
6th Middlesex District 
 
Frank Moran  
State Representative  
17th Essex District 
 
Vanna Howard  
State Representative  
17th Middlesex District 
 
Susannah Whipps   
State Representative  
2nd Franklin District 
 
Tami L. Gouveia  
State Representative  
14th Middlesex District 
 
Bradford Hill  
State Representative  
4th Essex District 
 
Thomas M. Stanley  
State Representative  
9th Middlesex District 
 
Jay Livingstone  
State Representative  
8th Suffolk District 
 

Dave Rogers   
State Representative  
24th Middlesex District 
 
Mark Cusack  
State Representative  
5th Norfolk District 
 
Kay Khan  
State Representative  
11th Middlesex District 
 
David DeCoste  
State Representative  
5th Plymouth District 
 
Thomas P. Walsh  
State Representative  
12th Essex District 
 
Brian M. Ashe  
State Representative  
2nd Hampden District 
 
Mike Connolly  
State Representative  
26th Middlesex District 
 
Marcos A. Devers  
State Representative  
16th Essex District 
 
Kate Lipper-Garabedian  
State Representative  
32nd Middlesex District 
 
Kimberly N. Ferguson  
State Representative  
1st Worcester District 
 
James Kelcourse  
State Representative  
1st Essex District  
 
Tram T. Nguyen 
State Representative  
18th Essex District 
 



Josh Cutler  
State Representative  
6th Plymouth District  
 
John H. Rogers  
State Representative  
12th Norfolk District 
 
David Robertson  
State Representative  
19th Middlesex District 
 
Mary S. Keefe  
State Representative  
15th Worcester District 
 
Michael J. Barrett 
State Senator 
3rd Middlesex  
 
Michael D. Brady 
State Senator 
2nd Plymouth and Bristol  
 
Joanne M. Comerford 
State Senator 
Hampshire, Franklin and Worcester 
 
Brendan P. Crighton 
State Senator 
3rd Essex 
 
Julian Cyr 
State Senator 
Cape and Islands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diana DiZoglio 
State Senator 
1st Essex 
 
James B. Eldridge 
State Senator 
Middlesex and Worcester 
 
Paul R. Feeney 
State Senator 
Bristol and Norfolk 
 
Barry R. Finegold 
State Senator 
2nd Essex and Middlesex 
 
Anne M. Gobi 
State Senator 
Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire and 
Middlesex 
 
Adam Gomez 
State Senator 
Hampden 
 
Michael O. Moore 
State Senator 
2nd Worcester 
 
Patrick M. O’Connor 
State Senator 
Plymouth and Norfolk 
 
Walter F. Timilty 
State Senator 
Norfolk, Bristol and Plymouth 
 
 
 


